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Jesus Rejected in Nazareth

BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 4:14-30
MAIN POINT: Jesus explained that the Scriptures tell about Him.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is the 

Messiah.

• Countdown

• Introduce the session (2 min.)

• Big picture question (1 min.)

• Giant timeline (1 min.)

• Tell the Bible story (10 min.)

• Christ connection

• Group demonstration (5 min.)

• Review (4 min.)

• Key passage (5 min.)

• Group game (5–10 min.)

• Sing and offering (3–12 min.)

• Missions (6 min.)

• Announcements (2 min.)

• Prayer (2 min.)

• Additional idea 
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Jesus was about thirty years old when He began His 
ministry. After John baptized Jesus in the Jordan River, Jesus 
was tempted in the desert. Jesus traveled to Jerusalem for 
the Passover. Then, He headed north to Galilee. He went 
through the region of Samaria, stopping at Jacob’s well to 
talk to a Samaritan woman.
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.
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Jesus began teaching in the synagogues. He went to the 
town of Nazareth. Nazareth was a small village in the hills 
between the Sea of Galilee and the Mediterranean Sea. This 
was where Jesus grew up.

On the Sabbath day, Jesus went into the synagogue. He read 
aloud the words of the prophet Isaiah. (See Isa. 61:1-2.) 
Jesus sat down. Everyone’s eyes were on Him as He 
explained, “Today as you listen, this Scripture has been 
fulfilled.” What was Jesus saying? Jesus was saying, It’s Me. 
The words Jesus read were coming true. Some of the people 
might have remembered Jesus from His youth. They asked, 
“Isn’t this Joseph’s son?”

Jesus knew their thoughts; Jesus had performed miracles 
in Capernaum, and the people wanted Jesus to do miracles 
in His hometown too. Jesus reminded them of two Old 
Testament accounts. Many widows lived in Israel when 
the prophet Elijah was there, but God sent Elijah to help a 
widow in another country. And Elisha likely encountered 
Israelites who had leprosy, but he healed Naaman the 
Syrian.

Jesus wanted the people to understand that His miracles 
were an act of grace—a gift. No one deserves God’s grace, 
so God may show grace to whomever He pleases—even 
Gentiles. The people were angry. They drove Jesus away, 
intending to kill Him, but Jesus escaped through the crowd.

As you teach, explain that Jesus came to give sight to the 
blind and to set the captives free. He came preaching good 
news to all the people groups. Finally, the Messiah had 
come! Jesus was God’s plan to save sinners.
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Jesus Rejected in Nazareth
Luke 4:14-30

Jesus went to His hometown, Nazareth. On the 
Sabbath day, Jesus went to the synagogue like He usually 
did.

The Sabbath day was a holy day of rest. On that day, 
the Jews gathered in the synagogue to worship God. The 
synagogue was a special building where Jews met together 
to pray, worship, and learn about the Scriptures.

Jesus stood up to read Scripture. He unrolled the 
scroll of the prophet Isaiah and read: “The Spirit of the 
Lord is on Me. He has chosen Me to tell good news to 
the poor. He has sent Me to tell the captives that they 
are free, to tell the blind that they can see, to free people 
who have been treated badly, and to announce that the 
Lord’s favor is on us.” Then Jesus rolled up the scroll. He 
gave it back to the attendant and sat down.

Everyone who was in the synagogue stared at Jesus. Jesus 
said, “Today as you listened to Me reading these words, 
they came true.”

The people said good things about Jesus, and they 
were amazed at Him. But some of the people in Nazareth 
had known Jesus from His youth. “Isn’t this Joseph’s 
son?” they asked.

Jesus was far from ordinary. Even though Joseph raised 
Jesus as his own son, Jesus’ true Father is God.

Then Jesus said to them, “You will probably say this 
old proverb: ‘Doctor, heal yourself.’ You’ve heard about the 
miracles I performed in Capernaum, and you want Me to 
do them here in My hometown too.”

Jesus also said, “No prophet is accepted in his 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Draw on a 
chalkboard: When 
you read about 
Jesus going to the 
synagogue, draw a 
picture of a building. 
As you continue the 
story, draw a picture 
of a scroll, an amazed 
face, a raincloud, and 
an angry face. 

• Sit and stand: 
Begin reading the 
story as you sit. Stand 
as Jesus read the 
Scripture. Then sit 
down again. Stand 
and stomp when the 
people forced Jesus 
out of town.

The BIBLE STORY
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hometown.” Jesus reminded the people of the prophets 
Elijah and Elisha. When there was a terrible famine in 
Israel and no rain fell there for three and a half years, plenty 
of widows in the country needed help. But Elijah did not 
help the widows in Israel. Instead, God sent Elijah to help 
a widow in another land.

And when Elisha was a prophet, many people in 
Israel had leprosy. They wanted to be healed, but Elisha 
did not heal them. Instead, he healed a man named 
Naaman (NAY muhn), and Naaman was from Syria—a 
country that hated God’s people.

The people listening to Jesus in the synagogue 
became angry. They forced Jesus out of town. They 
wanted to throw Him off a cliff, but Jesus walked right 
through the crowd and went on His way.

Christ Connection: Hundreds of years before Jesus was born, 
the prophet Isaiah wrote about God’s plan to send a Messiah. 
He would bring good news and redeem people who were broken 
and hurting. Jesus read Isaiah’s words and told everyone who 
was listening that He is the promised Messiah.
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Kids Worship LEADER

Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as worship time begins. 

Introduce the session (2 min.)

[Only a few people are milling around on the stage, carrying 
shopping bags and looking at their phones or watches as if it 
is time to go. Izzy is finishing a drawing on the chalkboard or 
wall. Izzy gathers the art supplies and approaches Marinara 
Vick’s.]
IZZY • Hey, Vick. How’s it goin’?
VICK • It’s been a long day.
IZZY • Can I help you clean up and close your food truck 

for the night?
VICK • Sure. I’d love the company. [The two work in silence.]
IZZY • Are you sure you’re OK?
VICK • Yeah. I guess. Like I said: long day. This festival is 

great, but I’m tired of people rejecting my Italian-
fusion tacos.

IZZY • I understand. I didn’t trust them at first either, but 
they are really tasty.

VICK • Yeah, but at least you gave them a shot. Many 
people won’t even try them! It’s very frustrating, 

• countdown video

• leader attire
• chalkboard or wall
• art supplies

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Rejected in Nazareth
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 4:14-30
MAIN POINT: Jesus explained that the Scriptures tell about Him.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is the 

Messiah.
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because I work hard to make them super delicious.
IZZY • You know what I think you need?
VICK • What’s that?
IZZY • A Bible story!
VICK • That sounds really good right about now.

Big picture question (1 min.)

VICK • I guess that means it’s time for the big picture 
question review, isn’t it?

IZZY • You got it! Hundreds of years before Jesus was born, 
the prophet Isaiah wrote about God’s plan to send a 
Messiah. 

VICK • Uh, remember I’m kinda new to this Christian 
thing. Who is Isaiah?

IZZY • Oh, right. He was a prophet, a messenger from God, 
who lived about 700 years before Jesus. He wrote 
about the Messiah, Jesus, way back then. Isaiah wrote 
that the Messiah would bring good news and redeem 
people who were broken and hurting. Jesus used 
Isaiah’s words to show people His true identity.

VICK • Ooh! I know this one. Kids! Answer the big picture 
question with me! Who did Jesus say He is? [Await 
responses.] Jesus said He is the Messiah!

Giant timeline (1 min.)

IZZY • [Point to the timeline or big story circle as you review 
previous Bible stories. Invite volunteers to raise their 
hand and tell you the main point of the previous 
weeks’ Bible stories.] We’ve been learning about Jesus’ 
ministry on earth, when He began to travel with His 
disciples to tell people about God’s plan for salvation. 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Giant Timeline or 
Big Story Circle
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In today’s story, Jesus showed people how the 
prophecies of Isaiah [point to “God the Revealer” unit] 
were fulfilled in Him. We will also learn about how 
the people He spoke to reacted to His words. Our 
story today is called “Jesus Rejected in Nazareth.

Tell the Bible story (10 min.)

Open your Bible to Luke 4:14-30. Use the Bible storytelling 
tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or 
watch the Bible story video “Jesus Rejected in Nazareth.”
VICK • Before we started the story, I thought the Sabbath 

had something to do with resting, but it didn’t 
sound like Jesus took a nap that day. He went to the 
synagogue and taught and [look around nervously; 
talk out of the side of your mouth] … and it sounded 
like He made some people mad.

IZZY • [laughing] He did make some people mad! Jesus 
explained that the Scriptures tell about Him. The 
people cared more about seeing miracles than they 
did about knowing Jesus. Jesus explained to them 
about other times God sent prophets to people 
outside of Israel because Israel did not want to listen 
to or obey God’s messages. The Jews were furious 
after that. They didn’t like thinking that God would 
send help to anyone besides themselves.

VICK • They sound kind of like I used to be. I only really 
cared about what happened to me. I tried to do good 
things for others, but it was always for selfish reasons.

IZZY • That’s exactly right, Vick. The Jews were fine 
with the idea that Jesus might heal their physical 
sicknesses or even do some other cool miracles, but 
they didn’t want to trust that He is the Messiah for 
the whole world, not just the Jews.

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• “Jesus Rejected in 

Nazareth” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
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Christ Connection
VICK • I’m guilty of that too. I sometimes act as though 

Jesus is my own personal magician or a genie in a 
bottle. I expect Him to just give me what I want and 
make life easy for me, regardless of what other people 
need. Jesus didn’t die on the cross and rise again to 
give me what I want, but to save people from sin.

IZZY • That’s right. Jesus isn’t just the Messiah for you and 
me, but for the whole world. Often God’s perfect 
plans are very different from our own desires, and 
God’s plans include people all over the world. In 
those moments, we tend to get frustrated unless we 
pray and ask God to help our hearts line up with 
His heart so that our plans will be His plans. We all 
struggle to let Jesus lead our lives. Thankfully, once 
we put our faith in Him, we are forgiven and made 
right with God forever.

VICK • That’s when the Holy Spirit comes into us to help us 
live for God, right?

IZZY • That’s right. The Holy Spirit seals us, which means 
He makes it so our salvation is forever. It can’t be 
undone. [See Eph. 1:13-14.]

Group demonstration (5 min.)

IZZY • Second Timothy 3 tells us that all Scripture is “God-
breathed,” meaning that the Bible is His true and 
perfect Word. Jesus explained that the Scriptures 
tell about Him. That means that when God 
breathed out His Word, it was to tell us about Jesus. 

VICK • So, Jesus gives us life … the Word gives us life … 
God’s breath gives us life … I sense a connection!

IZZY • Here, watch this [Take out the balloon and stretch 

Tip:  Consider using 
your Bible and 
the gospel poster 
provided to explain 
to kids how to 
become a Christian. 
Anytime you invite 
kids to respond in a 
large group setting, 
make sure you have 
counselors available 
to speak with kids 
individually to 
answer questions.

• balloon
• Allergy Alert 

download

Tip: If you have a 
child with a latex 
allergy, blow up a 
latex free glove or 
bubble gum.
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it.] Kids, what happens when I blow into a balloon? 
[Await responses.] Yeah—it fills up with air. [Blow up 
the balloon.] What happens when I let the balloon 
go? [Await responses.] Yeah—it deflates, flies all over 
the place willy-nilly. It looks pretty funny, but it isn’t 
really fulfilling its purpose. God’s breath through 
His Word helps us live out our purpose of glorifying 
God. We should strive to be filled with God’s Word 
so we don’t deflate and become useless! 

VICK • So that’s why we should read our Bibles daily! We 
should study the Scriptures at home and at church 
because they tell about Jesus, and knowing Jesus is 
part of how we glorify God.

IZZY • You got it.

Review (4 min.)

IZZY • Are you up to review the story with the kids?
VICK • Sure. Kids, are you up to review the story with 

me? [Await responses.] OK. Get ready to share your 
answers!

Invite the kids to answer the following questions:
1. Where was Jesus’ hometown? (Nazareth, Luke 4:16)
2. Jesus opened and read the scroll from which 

prophet? (Isaiah, Luke 4:17)
3. What was Jesus’ message? (Jesus explained that the 

Scriptures tell about Him, Luke 4:21)
4. As the people listened to Jesus in the synagogue, 

how did they react? (At first they were amazed, then 
they became angry, Luke 4:22-29)

5. What did the people want to do to Jesus? (They 
wanted to throw Him from a cliff, Luke 4:29)

6. Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is the 
Messiah.
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Key passage (5 min.)

VICK • You know what I just thought of?
IZZY • What’s that, Vick?
VICK • Our key passage. 
Read John 14:6 from the poster and encourage the kids to 
read along in their Bibles. You may also sing the key passage 
song.
VICK • Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life! That means 

He isn’t claiming to be just a way. Jesus didn’t come 
to earth to tell us He is just one among several ways 
to God.

IZZY • That’s true. Jesus left no room for alternate pathways 
to God. Jesus said He is the Messiah, and He taught 
that no one could live with God except by putting 
faith in Him.

Group game (5–10 min.)

REJECTED!

Form teams of three to five kids. Provide each kid a set of 
assorted buttons. A leader will call out a kind of button 
(such as four-holed buttons, brown buttons, and so forth), 
and the teams will need to remove those buttons from their 
set, setting them off to the side. When teams finish, they 
must all put their hands in the air. A leader will check to see 
if their buttons are sorted correctly. Each time a team is the 
first to reject all of the buttons of that type, they will win a 
point. Then teams will recombine all their buttons and play 
again with the leader calling out a new kind of button. The 
first team to five points wins.
VICK • That was a great game. It reminded me of the story 

we heard today. The people in Nazareth rejected 
Jesus because they didn’t like what He said. 

IZZY • Jesus explained that the Scriptures tell about Him, 
and the religious leaders didn’t like that message. Our 

• Key Passage Poster
• “I Am the Way” 

song

• assorted buttons, 
1 set per team
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game also points us to the key passage though. 
VICK • It does?
IZZY • Yeah! Jesus said He is the only way to God. Only 

Jesus can save us. That means we must reject any 
messages that tell us differently!

Sing and offering (3–12 min.)

IZZY • Vick, you know what I want to do now?
VICK • What’s that?
IZZY • Sing to the Lord!
VICK • Ooh! I’ve loved the songs we’ve been singing 

together. Do you think we could sing some right 
now?

Sing “God Is Here.” Choose other songs as time allows.
Song suggestions: 

• “God Is Here” song (unit theme)
• “You Will Be Called” song
• “God So Loved” song
• “Firm Foundation” song
• “All Creatures of Our God and King (He Is Our 
Gain)” song

Missions (6 min.)

VICK • Oh wow! I feel better already after worshiping God 
together with everyone!

IZZY • Great! It’s hard not to be joyful when you focus on 
Jesus! Let’s watch this video together to learn about 
how the Songhai in Niger are learning about Jesus 
from missionaries who traveled there.

Show the missions video “Songhai Kingdoms.”
VICK • Wow! I can’t believe those people are accepting 

Christ even when it means being rejected by their 
families!

IZZY • It’s a hard situation for sure, but we’ve been learning 

• “God Is Here” song 
and other songs of 
your choice

• “Songhai 
Kingdoms” missions 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printables, 
1 per kid
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about Jesus and that He is all we need.
VICK • That’s true. Jesus was rejected too, so I guess it 

makes sense that sometime we will be rejected for 
following Him.

IZZY • You know, Jesus actually warned His disciples of 
the same thing! He warned them that the world 
would hate Christians because the world hated Jesus 
first. (John 15:18-19) But He told them not to 
worry because He had already overcome the world! 
(John 16:36)

VICK • That’s amazing.
IZZY • Yep! And it makes it a lot easier to follow Him and 

tell others about Him. We can trust that Jesus will 
keep His promise to be with us, we can pray for the 
Holy Spirit to give us boldness, and we can pray 
for God to help us love others and treat them with 
kindness.

Announcements (2 min.)

VICK • I know it’s late, Izzy, but would you mind coming 
over after I’ve closed up the taco stand to help me 
understand this better?

IZZY • Sure, Vick! In the meantime, I wanna make sure the 
kids know what’s going on this week.

Make any announcements from your kids’ ministry.

Prayer (2 min.)

VICK • Izzy, would you pray for us before we leave? I feel a 
lot better about my tacos being rejected, but I’m still 
a little nervous about what people will say when I tell 
them about Jesus love for them and the good news 
that He died on the cross to pay for sin and rose 
again on the third day.

IZZY • It would be my honor. God, thank You for Your 
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Word, the Bible, which is full of true stories that help 
us learn about You and how we can live lives that 
honor You. Thank You for the men, women, boys, 
and girls in our church, in our town, and all over 
our world who are faithful to share Your good news 
with the people they meet. Thank You for keeping 
Your promise to send Jesus, the Messiah, to bring 
good news and redeem people who were broken 
and hurting. Thank You for promising to be with 
us always. Teach us to love You and to love others 
deeply. Amen.

Additional idea
OVER/UNDER RELAY

Form two teams and tell the children to stand in a single-
file line. Blow up two balloons so that they are equally filled 
as much as possible, but do not tie them. Give the first kid 
from each team the balloon, holding onto the opening. 
The first kid must pass the balloon over her head, pinching 
the opening, and the second kid must pass it under his 
legs. Five points will be awarded to the team whose balloon 
reaches the end of the line first, and additional seven points 
will be added to the team whose balloon has the most air in 
it. Fill new balloons and play again as time allows.
VICK • Jesus is the Messiah, God’s promised Savior. He 

came to earth to die on the cross for our sin and rise 
again on the third day.

IZZY • When we trust in Him, He forgives our sin and gives 
us the Holy Spirit. Our own efforts to remain “filled” 
with the Holy Spirit will fail, like our untied balloons 
in this game. We will end up deflated and sad. We 
can remain filled with the Holy Spirit by trusting 
God and relying on Him to lead us. 

• balloons
• Allergy Alert 

download
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. You 
may provide I’m a Christian Now for new Christians to take home and 
complete with their families.

177God Among Us

© 2016 LifeWay




