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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.
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UNIT 21
SESSION 1 

JESUS MET NICODEMUS

BIBLE PASSAGE: John 3:1-21
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:6
MAIN POINT: Jesus is the Messiah.

The Bible Story

John 3:1-21

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
A man named Nicodemus taught people about God’s law. Nicodemus 
wanted to know more about Jesus, so he went to see Jesus at night. 
Nicodemus said, “We know God sent You. No one could do the things 
You do if God was not with him.” Jesus said, “You must be born again to 
see God’s kingdom.” Nicodemus was confused. “How can a man be born 
when he is old?” Jesus was not talking about when a baby is born. Jesus was 
talking about a change that happens on the inside when we trust in Jesus. 
Jesus said that God loved the world so much, He sent His Son. Jesus is 
God’s Son. Whoever believes in Jesus will have life with God forever!

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 *Nicodemus went to see Jesus at night.
 * Jesus gives people life forever with God.
 *God sent Jesus to earth because He loves us.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
John 3:1-21. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel 
Gems in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: Jesus told Nicodemus that God sent Jesus to earth because He 
loves us. JESUS IS THE MESSIAH, God’s special King.[Pray.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “London Bridge” :
“ Jesus taught us about God, about God, about God! 
Jesus taught us about God! Jesus came to save us.”

SAY: Nicodemus went to see Jesus at night. Jesus gives people life 
forever with God because JESUS IS THE MESSIAH.

MAKE NIGHTTIME ART
Print the Bible story picture for each baby and cut away the 
background. Glue the picture to black construction paper. Give 
babies large adhesive foam star stickers to decorate the sky.
SAY: Nicodemus went to see Jesus at night. Jesus gives people life 
forever with God. JESUS IS THE MESSIAH, God’s special King.

READ BOOKS ABOUT BABIES
Read age-appropriate books about babies. Talk about how every 
person is born as a tiny baby. 
SAY: God sent Jesus to earth because He loves us. Nicodemus went 
to see Jesus at night. Nicodemus thought Jesus said he needed to 
become a baby again. Jesus said he needed to trust God. JESUS IS 

THE MESSIAH who gives us life with God.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s 
words. Read the key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open 
your Bible to John 3:1-21. Show the Bible story picture as you tell 
the Bible story. Say the Main Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

PLAY MUSICAL CROWN
Invite toddlers to sit in a circle with you. Play cheerful music as 
you guide the toddlers to pass a crown around the circle. When the 
music stops, say, “JESUS IS THE MESSIAH!”
SAY: God’s Messiah is a special King. JESUS IS THE MESSIAH. 

CARE FOR A BABY
Provide baby dolls and blankets for toddlers to play out caring for a 
baby. Talk about how Nicodemus was confused about Jesus’ words.
SAY: Jesus did not say Nicodemus had to be a baby again. Jesus 
said God sent Jesus to earth because He loves us. JESUS IS THE 

MESSIAH. Jesus gives us life forever with God.

MATCH STARS
Cut various sizes of stars from different colored foam sheets. Make 
two sets of each star. Invite toddlers to “sort” and “match” the stars.
SAY: Nicodemus went to see Jesus at night. Jesus told Nicodemus 
that Jesus gives us life forever with God. JESUS IS THE MESSIAH.

EXPLORE STARS
Before class, poke holes with a thumbtack into a sheet of 
heavyweight paper. Dim the lights and help toddlers shine a 
flashlight under the paper to project stars onto the ceiling. 
SAY: Nicodemus came to see Jesus at night to ask Him questions. 
JESUS IS THE MESSIAH. Jesus gives us life forever with God. 
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Bonus Teaching Hour

JESUS MET NICODEMUS
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 3:1-21
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:6
MAIN POINT: Jesus is the Messiah.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: CHALK ART
Tape a large sheet of black or blue paper to the wall at toddler 
height. Provide chalk for toddlers to draw a nighttime scene. Briefly 
review the Bible story as toddlers draw.
SAY: Nicodemus came to see Jesus at night. Nicodemus knew that 
Jesus was special. Jesus said that God sent Jesus to earth because He 
loves us. JESUS IS THE MESSIAH who gives us life forever with God.

MAKE A NIGHTTIME VISIT
Decorate one corner of the room to look like a Bible times house. 
You may even hang star shapes from the ceiling. Dim the lights and 
invite toddlers to sit on pillows with you. Retell the Bible story.
SAY: Nicodemus came to see Jesus at night. Jesus said that God sent 
Jesus to earth because He loves us. JESUS IS THE MESSIAH.

CHANGE COLORS
Use permanent markers in red, blue, and yellow to color in circles 
on clear plastic cups. Place one cup inside another and show 
toddlers how to turn the cups to change the colors.
SAY: Jesus told about a change that happens when we trust Him. 
JESUS IS THE MESSIAH. Jesus gives us life forever with God.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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