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Leader BIBLE STUDY

Do you think it was just by chance that Caesar Augustus 
called for a census? Did it just so happen that Mary and 
Joseph were traveling to Bethlehem—the very place the 
Messiah was prophesied to be born? (Micah 5:2) God is in 
control of all things, which He showed by using a pagan 
emperor to bring about His plan.

After Jesus was born, Mary laid Him in a manger. A king 
in a manger! It was so unlikely. But Jesus was no ordinary 

Jesus Was Born

BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2:1-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus was born as God promised.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 1:21
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.

2

baby. He was God’s Son, sent in the most humble of 
positions, “not to be served, but to serve, and to give His 
life—a ransom for many” (Matt. 20:28).

Imagine the shepherds’ surprise when an angel of the Lord 
suddenly appeared. The Bible says that they were terrified! 
But the angel said to them, “Don’t be afraid, for look, I 
proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all 
the people: Today a Savior, who is Messiah the Lord, was 
born for you in the city of David” (Luke 2:10-11).

What a relief! This angel had come to bring good news. 
First, he proclaimed a Savior. The people of Israel were well 
aware of their need for a Savior. They made sacrifices daily 
to atone for their sin. Finally, a Savior had come who would 
be the perfect sacrifice for sin, once and for all.

This is the best news ever! An army of angels appeared, 
praising God and saying: “Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and peace on earth to people He favors” 
(Luke 2:14).

When you share this story with preschoolers, remind them 
that Jesus came because we needed him. The purpose of 
Jesus’ birth was twofold: to bring glory to God and to make 
peace between God and those who trust in Jesus’ death and 
resurrection.
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Jesus Was Born
Luke 2:1-20

When Mary was pregnant with Baby Jesus, a man 
named Caesar Augustus sent out an order to all the people 
in the land: “Everyone must return to his hometown to be 
counted!” Caesar Augustus was the emperor of Rome, and 
he wanted a list of all the people who were living in the 
land.

Since Joseph was part of King David’s family, he and 
Mary left Nazareth and traveled to Bethlehem, the city of 
David.

While they were there, Mary was ready to have her baby. 
Mary and Joseph looked for a safe place to stay, but every 
place was full because of all the people who were in town 
to be counted. So Mary and Joseph found a place where 
animals were kept, and that is where Mary had her baby, 
Jesus. She wrapped Him in cloth so He would be snug 
and warm, and she laid Him in a manger.

Nearby, some shepherds were staying out in the fields 
and watching their sheep to protect them from thieves and 
wild animals. All of a sudden, an angel of the Lord stood 
before them. A bright light shone around the shepherds, 
and they were scared!

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid! I have 
good news for you: Today a Savior, who is Messiah the 
Lord, was born for you in the city of David.” Then the 
angel said, “Go find the baby. He will be wrapped in 
cloth and lying in a manger.”

All of a sudden, many angels appeared. They praised 
God and said, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and 
peace on earth to people He favors!”

The BIBLE STORY
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So the shepherds went straight to Bethlehem to find 
Baby Jesus. They found Him, and they told others about 
Him. Everyone who heard about Jesus was surprised 
and amazed. Mary thought about everything that was 
happening and tried to understand it. The shepherds 
returned to their fields, and they praised God because 
everything had happened just as the angel had said.

Christ Connection: Jesus was born! This was very good 
news! Jesus was not like other babies. Jesus is God’s Son. God 
sent Jesus to earth from heaven. Jesus came into the world to 
save people from their sins and to be their King.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Welcome preschoolers to worship by playing “Christ the 
Lord of All.” Greet preschoolers with a smile. When all 
the preschoolers have arrived, sing an action song such 
as “Joy to the World” to engage them and help them feel 
welcomed.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Invite children to shout “Jesus was born as God 
promised!” when you count to three. Really draw out 
reaching three as you count, inserting a few fractions such 
as 21/4, 21/2, 23/4 to build anticipation.
SAY • Merry Christmas! Today we celebrate when God sent 

Jesus to earth as a baby. Let’s listen to the story.
Open your Bible to Luke 2:1-20. Tell the Bible story in 
your own words, using the script provided, or show the 
video. Read the bolded version of the script for young 
preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a Bible marker or ribbon at Matthew 1:21. Invite a 
few volunteers to come up one at a time and open your 
Bible to the key passage.

• “Christ the Lord of 
All” song 

• “Joy to the World” 
song

• Bible
• “Jesus Was Born” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• Bible marker or 

ribbon
• “His Name Will Be 

Jesus” song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Born
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2:1-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus was born as God promised.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 1:21
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.
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SAY • Our key passage reminds us why God sent Jesus. 
Jesus was born as God promised because God’s 
plan was to rescue people from sin. Jesus was born 
to rescue us!

Sing the key passage song “His Name Will Be Jesus.” 
together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Do you remember our big picture question and 

answer? Why was Jesus born? [Allow children to 
respond.] Jesus was born to rescue us. The Bible says 
every person has sinned except for Jesus. Jesus never 
sinned but died on the cross and came back to life to 
rescue us from sin when we trust in Him.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Jesus was born as God promised. Jesus was born! 

This was very good news! Jesus was not like other 
babies. Jesus was God’s Son. God sent Jesus to earth 
from heaven. Jesus came into the world to save 
people from their sins and to be their King.

Sing “Christ the Lord of All” and “Born in Bethlehem” 
as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer 
by singing “Let Us Adore Him.” You may also collect an 
offering. 
SAY • God, thank You so much for Your Son, Jesus. Thank 

You for sending Him to earth as a baby. Thank You 
for keeping Your promise to send a Savior. We love 
You. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• “Christ the Lord of 

All” song 
• “Born in Bethlehem” 

song
• “Let Us Adore Him” 

song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Born
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2:1-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus was born as God promised.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 1:21
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Travel to Bethlehem
Go on a walk with the preschoolers as if you were heading 
to Bethlehem to register for taxes. Invite other adults in 
other areas of the church to meet children as they travel. 
Tell the preschoolers to ask if they can stay with them, and 
guide the adults to respond, “There is no room in the inn.” 
SAY • Mary and Joseph traveled to Bethlehem to be 

counted. Mary was pregnant and about to have her 
baby. Jesus was born in Bethlehem. Jesus was born 
as God promised. Jesus was not like other babies. 
Jesus is God’s Son.  

Happy Birthday, Jesus!
Provide noisemakers and/or kazoos for preschoolers to play 
as you sing “Happy Birthday” to Jesus. Talk about how 
Christmas is the day we celebrate when God sent Jesus to 
rescue us from sin.
SAY • Jesus was born as God promised. God had 

promised to send a special King to rescue people 
from sin. Jesus is our King forever! 

Stack angels
Before class, stack foam or plastic cups upside-down. Use 
a marker to make a semi-circle from the base of the cup to 

• 
LOW PREP

• noisemakers and/or 
kazoos

• foam or plastic cups
• marker
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serve as an angel’s head. Make a simple singing or smiling 
face. When preschoolers arrive, guide them to stack the 
angel cups to make a pyramid, a wall, or a line of angels.
SAY • Jesus was born as God promised. Angels visited 

shepherds in the fields to tell them of the birth of 
Jesus. We can tell people the good news: Jesus was 
born to rescue us! 

Make a sheep
Help preschoolers dip one thumb onto a washable black 
ink pad and then press it onto paper to make the head of 
a sheep. Draw a simple circle and invite children to glue 
cotton balls inside the circle to make the sheep’s body. They 
may draw legs with crayons. 
SAY • The shepherds were watching over their flock at night 

when the angel told them the best news ever: Jesus 
was born as God promised. 

Explore a sensory jar
Before class, place various figures and foam shapes 
pertaining to the Bible story in a few wide-mouth jars. Pour 
pony beads or dried rice in each jar so the jar is almost but 
not quite full. Use duct tape to seal the lid to the jar. Invite 
preschoolers to shake and turn the jar to find the Bible story 
images. Briefly review the Bible story as children play.
SAY • Jesus was born as God promised. Angels told 

shepherds the good news: a Savior was born in 
Bethlehem! We can tell people that Jesus was born to 
rescue us.

Transition to large group closing

• washable black 
ink pad

• paper
• crayons and 

markers
• cotton balls
• glue
• Allergy Alert 

download
• hand wipes (for 

cleanup)

• wide-mouth jars 
with lid

• pony beads or 
dried rice

• sheep figure
• baby figure
• jingle bells
• foam shapes (stars, 

hearts, smiley faces)
• duct tape

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Who ordered that everyone must return to his 
hometown to be counted? (Caesar Augustus, the 
Roman Emperor)

2. Whom did God choose to be Jesus’ family on 
earth? (Joseph and Mary)

3. Where did Mary and Joseph place Jesus when He 
was born? (where animals were kept)

4. Who told the shepherds that Jesus was born? (an 
angel)

5. Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.
SAY •  Jesus was born as God promised. This was very 

good news! Jesus was not like other babies. Jesus is 
God’s Son. God sent Jesus to earth from heaven. 
Jesus came into the world to save people from their 
sins and to be their King.

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have. 
SAY • God, thank You for sending Your very own Son to 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “His Name Will Be 

Jesus” song
• “Christ the Lord of 

All” song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Born
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2:1-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus was born as God promised.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 1:21
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.

Large Group CLOSING
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earth from heaven. Because of Jesus we can be saved 
from sin. Help us to tell other people this very good 
news! Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how everyone needs to hear the good news that 
Jesus was born to rescue us. You may also watch the “Jason 
McGibbon: He Started It” video. 
SAY • God took something very sad—Liam McGibbon’s 

sickness—and used it to start something good—a 
new church in Hamilton, Ontario. Liam’s family 
had been traveling from Milton to Hamilton for 
Liam’s surgeries. They were in Hamilton a lot! God 
showed the McGibbon family that there were not 
many churches in Hamilton, and He wanted them 
to start one. That is what they did. Let’s pray for 
the McGibbon family and their new church in 
Hamilton, Ontario. 

Work puzzles about Jesus
Invite preschoolers to work together to assemble puzzles 
featuring Jesus. Include a few puzzles of Jesus as a baby, a 
boy, and a man. Talk about God’s plan to send Jesus.
SAY • Jesus was born as God promised. God sent Jesus to 

earth to rescue us from sin. Jesus died on the cross 
and rose again so we can be with Him forever when 
we trust in Him.

• “Jason McGibbon: 
He Started It” 
missions video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable

• puzzles depicting 
Jesus
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