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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.
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Christmas

UNIT 17
SESSION 2

JESUS WAS BORN

BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2:1-20
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 1:21
MAIN POINT: Jesus was born.

The Bible Story

Luke 2:1-20

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
Jesus is God’s Son, but God gave Him a family on earth. When Jesus was 
about to be born, Mary and Joseph had to go to Bethlehem to be counted. 
Bethlehem was very crowded, and there was no room at the inn. Mary and 
Joseph had to stay where animals slept. Jesus was born, and Mary placed 
Him in a trough filled with soft hay. That night, shepherds were taking care 
of their sheep when an angel appeared. He told them good news: Jesus was 
born in Bethlehem! The angel told them where to find Baby Jesus. Then the 
sky was filled with angels praising God. When the angels disappeared, the 
shepherds ran to Bethlehem and found Baby Jesus. They praised God and 
told everyone about the special baby.

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 * Jesus was born in Bethlehem.
 * Jesus is God’s Son.
 *God sent Jesus to earth because He loves us.

© 2016  LifeWay



31Christmas

Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Luke 2:1-20. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel 
Gems. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: Jesus is God’s Son. God sent Jesus to earth because He loves 
us. JESUS WAS BORN in Bethlehem! [Pray for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing the chorus of “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”:
“ Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev’rywhere! 
Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!”

SAY: JESUS WAS BORN in Bethlehem. Jesus is God’s Son. God sent 
Jesus to earth because He loves us. That is good news!

FIND A BABY DOLL
Wrap a vinyl baby doll in a blanket and place it in a small box filled 
with strips of yellow paper. Ask: “Where is the doll?” Then display 
the doll and invite babies to hold it.
SAY: An angel told shepherds that Baby JESUS WAS BORN in 
Bethlehem! The shepherds ran to find Jesus. Jesus is God’s Son!

FEEL SENSORY CARDS
Post an allergy alert. Before class, hot glue pieces of straw, pulled 
cotton balls, rocks, and faux fur to individual index cards. Help 
babies touch the objects as you relate them to the Bible story.
SAY: JESUS WAS BORN in Bethlehem. He rested in a place where 
animals slept. Jesus is God’s Son!

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s 
words. Read the key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open 
your Bible to Luke 2:1-20. Show the Bible story picture as you tell 
the story. Say the Main Point or Gospel Gems. Pray for the toddlers.

WRAP BABY JESUS
Print and cut out the “Baby Jesus” printable on heavyweight paper 
for each toddler. Provide paper streamers or fabric strips for toddlers 
to wrap and glue or tape around Baby Jesus. 
SAY: JESUS WAS BORN as a baby in Bethlehem. Jesus is God’s Son!

TELL THE GOOD NEWS
Invite toddlers to stand in a circle. Cup your hands around your 
mouth to make your voice loud. Say “JESUS WAS BORN!” and 
invite toddlers to shout it after you. 
SAY: Angels told the shepherds good news: JESUS WAS BORN! God 
sent Jesus to earth because He loves us.

EXPLORE MANGER SCENE FIGURES
Provide a toddler-safe nativity set and place the figures in individual 
gift bags. Invite toddlers to open the gift bags and play with the 
figures as you briefly review the Bible story.
SAY: Jesus is God’s Son. God sent Jesus to earth because He loves 
us. JESUS WAS BORN in Bethlehem!

SHINE FLASHLIGHTS
Tape the Bible story picture to a wall at toddler’s height. Provide 
small flashlights to shine on the picture. Briefly retell the Bible 
story. You may also use the key passage card and read it as toddler’s 
shine the light on it.
SAY: JESUS WAS BORN in Bethlehem! Jesus is God’s Son.
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Bonus Teaching Hour

JESUS WAS BORN
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2:1-20
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 1:21
MAIN POINT: Jesus was born.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: GATHER SOCKS
Scatter rolled white socks on the floor for toddlers to pick up and 
place in a bucket. Talk about how a shepherd takes care of sheep 
and gathers them into their pen.
SAY: God sent Jesus to earth because He loves us. JESUS WAS BORN 
in Bethlehem. Shepherds told people about the special baby!

STEP IN A CIRCLE
Tape a circle on the floor. Calling each child one at a time, invite 
the toddlers to step inside the circle. After everyone steps inside the 
circle, ask: “Do we have room for another friend?” 
SAY: God sent Jesus to earth because He loves us. JESUS WAS BORN 
in a place where animals slept because there was no room in the inn. 
Jesus is God’s Son.

DECORATE A MEGAPHONE
Invite toddlers to decorate a piece of construction paper with 
stickers or crayons. Roll the paper into a cone shape and tape it. 
Invite toddlers to speak the Main Point into their megaphones.
SAY: We can tell people that God sent Jesus to earth because He 
loves us. JESUS WAS BORN!

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce the Bible story, 
Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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