
Use Week of:

1

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Isaiah’s name means “Yahweh is salvation.” God called 
Isaiah to be a prophet when King Uzziah’s reign was 
ending—more than 700 years before Jesus was born. At 
the time Isaiah spoke to the people of Judah, the kingdom 
of Judah was very wealthy. But the people did not follow 
God. They worshiped false idols, cheated one another, and 
mistreated the poor.

Isaiah spoke to the people of Judah at a critical time in their 
history. After King Uzziah died, the people were afraid. 

Anticipating the Coming King

BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 11:1-10
MAIN POINT: Isaiah wrote about the Messiah.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 1:21
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.

LARGE GROUP 
WORSHIP 

(15–20 MINUTES)
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.

1
They were vulnerable to their enemies, and their new king 
was less than ideal. Isaiah’s prophecies warned the people 
that God would judge them, but Isaiah also spoke words of 
hope. He told of how God would one day rescue those who 
were faithful to Him.

Perhaps the most amazing of all are Isaiah’s detailed 
prophecies about Jesus—His birth and His suffering and 
death. Jesus Himself read from the Book of Isaiah, telling 
the people that He was the One the Scriptures spoke of.

As you teach preschoolers, help them see how Jesus fulfilled 
God’s promises spoken by the prophet Isaiah. God kept His 
promise to send a king from the family of Jesse, the father 
of King David (Luke 3:23-32). The Spirit of the Lord rested 
on Jesus (Matt. 3:16-17). He was filled with wisdom and 
understanding (Luke 2:40). He came to bring salvation to 
all the nations (Acts 13:47-48).

Isaiah’s prophecies from God did not speak just to the 
people of his time; they also speak to us. Hundreds of 
years before it happened, Isaiah told of how Jesus would 
be born and how He would suffer and die to take away the 
sins of His people. We look forward to the day when King 
Jesus will come back and rule forever. Jesus is the promised 
Messiah. He will make all of the prophets’ words come true.
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Anticipating the Coming King
Isaiah 11:1-10

God’s people in Judah were afraid. Their king had died. 
Now they had a new king—a bad king—and their enemies 
wanted to hurt them. But God was with His people, and 
He had a plan. God sent a messenger to tell them about His 
very good plan.

God sent a prophet named Isaiah to tell the people 
about something wonderful that was going to happen. 
“A King is coming!” Isaiah said.

Isaiah told the people about the King and what the day 
will be like when the King—the Messiah—comes to rescue 
His people.

“The King will come from Jesse’s family, and He will 
be King forever,” Isaiah said. Jesse was King David’s 
father. God had promised that someone from King 
David’s family would be King forever, and God always 
keeps His promises!

Isaiah said, “God’s Spirit will be with Him, and the 
Spirit will help Him. He will be wise and understanding. 
He will know God and respect Him.”

Isaiah said that the King will always do the right thing. 
He will be fair, and He will do what He says He will do.

Isaiah said that the King will bring peace. In His 
kingdom, the wolf will live with the lamb. The leopard 
will lie next to the goat. Calves and lions will eat 
together, and a child will lead them. Lions will eat straw 
like oxen, and young children will play near snakes. 
But none of these animals will hurt or kill anything or 
anyone.

“Everyone on the earth will know God,” Isaiah said. 

The BIBLE STORY
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“In the future, this King will bring together people from 
all over the world. All the people will come to Him, and 
He will be their wonderful King.”

Christ Connection: Long before Jesus was born on earth, 
Isaiah told God’s people about a King who would come and 
rule forever. Jesus is the King whom God promised to send. Jesus 
will make all these words come true.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Welcome preschoolers to worship by playing “Christ the 
Lord of All.” Greet preschoolers with a smile. When all 
the preschoolers have arrived, sing an action song such 
as “Joy to the World” to engage them and help them feel 
welcomed.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Print a pregnancy announcement from the Internet or bring 
one from home. Talk about how people are happy to hear 
that a baby will be born.
SAY • Did you know that God gave an announcement 

700 years before He sent His Son, Jesus, to earth as 
a baby? In today’s Bible story, we will learn about 
a special message that God gave the prophet Isaiah 
about Jesus.

Open your Bible to Isaiah 11:1-10. Tell the Bible story in 
your own words, using the script provided, or show the 
video. Read the bolded version of the script for young 
preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a Bible marker or ribbon at Matthew 1:21. Invite a 
few volunteers to come up one at a time and open your 

• “Christ the Lord of 
All” song 

• “Joy to the World” 
song

• pregnancy 
announcement

• Bible
• “Anticipating the 

Coming King” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• Bible marker or 

ribbon
• “His Name Will Be 

Jesus” song

SESSION TITLE: Anticipating the Coming King
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 11:1-10
MAIN POINT: Isaiah wrote about the Messiah.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 1:21
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.
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Bible to the key passage.
SAY • God told Isaiah of His plan to rescue people from 

sin long before it happened. God’s plan was to send 
a special king, the Messiah. Jesus is the Messiah, the 
Son of God!

Sing the key passage song “His Name Will Be Jesus” 
together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us. 

Isaiah wrote about the Messiah. God promised to 
send a Savior to rescue His people. God always keeps 
His promises. God kept His promise to by sending 
Jesus to be the Savior of the world.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Isaiah wrote about the Messiah. Long before Jesus 

was born on earth, Isaiah told God’s people about a 
King who would come and rule forever. Jesus is the 
King whom God promised to send. Jesus will make 
all these words come true.

Sing “Christ the Lord of All” and “Born to Us” as 
preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “Let Us Adore Him.” You may also collect an 
offering. 
SAY •  God, thank You for sending Jesus to be the Savior 

of the world. Thank You for always keeping Your 
promises. We love You. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “Christ the Lord of 

All” song
• “Born to Us” song
• “Let Us Adore Him” 

song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Anticipating the Coming King
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 11:1-10
MAIN POINT: Isaiah wrote about the Messiah.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 1:21
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Play “Good King/Bad King”
Make a masking tape line on the floor in the center of the 
room and guide preschoolers to stand on the line. Designate 
one side of the room to be for the good king and the other 
side for the bad king. You will give examples of things a 
good or bad king would do, such as help the poor/take food 
from the poor, protect the people/punish the people, and 
so forth. Children will move to the good or bad side of the 
room. If children are unsure, they may stay on the line.
SAY • Isaiah wrote about the Messiah, the special King 

whom God promised to send. The Messiah would 
be a good King, and He would bring peace. Who do 
you think is the Messiah? That’s right! Jesus! 

Musical animal sounds
Call out the name of an animal. Preschoolers will move/
crawl like that animal and make that animal’s sounds as 
the music plays. When the music stops, choose another 
preschooler to name an animal. Play several rounds. 
SAY • In the Bible story, Isaiah wrote about the Messiah. 

Isaiah wrote that in the Messiah’s kingdom, the wolf 
will live with the lamb. The leopard will lie next to 
the goat. Animals and humans would live in peace. 

• masking tape

LOW PREP

• “Christ the Lord of 
All” song (optional)

• “His Name Will 
Be Jesus” song 
(optional)
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Make tree roots
Trace each preschooler’s hand and wrist onto a piece of 
brown construction paper. The wrist is the trunk and the 
hand is the roots of the tree. Help preschoolers cut out their 
traced hand and glue it onto a piece of blue construction 
paper. The preschooler can color the leaves on top of the 
tree. Write the main point on each preschooler’s artwork.
SAY • Isaiah wrote about the Messiah growing up as a 

Branch from Jesse’s tree. He was saying the Messiah 
would be born in King David’s family. Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God! 

Pass the crown
Guide preschoolers to sit on the floor in a circle. Play music 
as the children pass a plastic crown around the circle. After 
a few seconds, stop the music. Whoever has the crown 
when the music is stopped must say “Jesus was born to 
rescue us.” Play several rounds. 
SAY • Isaiah wrote about the Messiah. Isaiah told the 

people about a future King who would rescue His 
people. That King is Jesus! 

Remember a promise
Place the mirror halfway in the water. Shine the flashlight 
down towards the part of the mirror that is in the water. 
Let the preschoolers take turns holding the paper above the 
water. A rainbow will appear on the paper.
SAY • Do you remember God’s promise about a rainbow? 

God promised never to flood the earth again. God 
always keeps His promises. Isaiah wrote about the 
Messiah, God’s promised King!

Transition to large group closing

• brown consrtuction 
paper

• blue construction 
paper

• pencil
• crayons
• blunt-tipped 

scissors
• glue

• “Christ the Lord of 
All” song (optional)

• “His Name Will 
Be Jesus” song 
(optional)

•  tub of water
• non-breaking mirror
• flashlight
• white paper

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Why were God’s people in Judah afraid? (Their new 
king was bad; their enemies wanted to hurt them.)

2. Who was the prophet whom God sent? (Isaiah)
3. Who was the King whom God promised to send? 

(Jesus, the Messiah)
4. From what family would this King come from? 

(Jesse’s family, David’s family)
5. What would this King bring? (peace)
6. Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.

SAY • Isaiah wrote about the Messiah. The Messiah is a 
special King who would rescue His people and bring 
peace. Long before Jesus was born on earth, Isaiah 
told God’s people about a King who would come and 
rule forever. Jesus is the King whom God promised 
to send. Jesus will make all these words come true.

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have. 
SAY •  God, thank You for sending Jesus to be the Messiah. 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “His Name Will Be 

Jesus” song
• “Christ the Lord of 

All” song

SESSION TITLE: Anticipating the Coming King
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 11:1-10
MAIN POINT: Isaiah wrote about the Messiah.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 1:21
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.

Large Group CLOSING
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Thank You for keeping Your promises. Thank You 
for sending Jesus to rescue us from sin. We love You. 
Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
introduce the activity and the reasons for it. If you are 
not participating in a missions activity, talk about how 
important it is for us to tell others about King Jesus so they 
will be ready when He comes. You may also show the “A 
New Life for Abraham” video.
SAY •Connexxion is the name of a college ministry that 

was started in Spain. Through Connexxion, Yasmin 
was able to tell Abraham how she trusted in Jesus 
and how Jesus died and rose from the dead to take 
the punishment for sin. Abraham believed the truth 
about Jesus! Now he is telling others about how Jesus 
saved him! Many men in Spain do not talk about 
their relationship with God with other people, but 
Abraham talks to everyone. He is so excited that 
Jesus rescued him from sin. Let’s pray for Abraham 
and the Connexxion ministry in Europe. 

Make a Jesus banner
Roll a large sheet of paper on the floor and tape it in place. 
Write the name JESUS in large letters. Provide crayons for 
preschoolers to decorate Jesus’ name. 
SAY • Isaiah wrote about the Messiah. Jesus is the 

Messiah. God promised that the Messiah would 
rescue His people and bring peace. Why was Jesus 
born? Jesus was born to rescue us. 

• “A New Life for 
Abraham” missions 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable

• large sheet of paper
• tape
• crayons
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