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Jesus Was Born

BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2:1-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus was born to be God’s promised Savior.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 1:21
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us 

from sin.

• Countdown

• Introduce the session (2 min.)

• Giant timeline (1 min.)

• Big picture question (1 min.)

• Tell the Bible story (10 min.)

• The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me (option)

• Key passage (5 min.)

• Review (4 min.)

• Group game (5–10 min.)

• Group demonstration (5 min.)

• Sing and offering (3–12 min.)

• Missions (6 min.)

• Announcements (2 min.)

• Prayer (2 min.)

• Additional idea 

UNIT 17
Session 2

KIDS 
WORSHIP 

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Do you think it was just by chance that Caesar Augustus 
called for a census? Did it just so happen that Mary and 
Joseph were traveling to Bethlehem—the very place the 
Messiah was prophesied to be born? (Micah 5:2) God is in 
control of all things, which He showed by using a pagan 
emperor to bring about His plan.
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.

2

After Jesus was born, Mary laid Him in a manger. A king in 
a manger! It was so unlikely. But Jesus was no ordinary baby. 
He was God’s Son, sent in the most humble of positions, 
“not to be served, but to serve, and to give His life—a 
ransom for many” (Matt. 20:28).

Imagine the shepherds’ surprise when an angel of the Lord 
suddenly appeared. The Bible says that they were terrified! 
But the angel said to them, “Don’t be afraid, for look, I 
proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all 
the people: Today a Savior, who is Messiah the Lord, was 
born for you in the city of David” (Luke 2:10-11).

What a relief! This angel had come to bring good news. 
First, he proclaimed a Savior. The people of Israel were well 
aware of their need for a Savior. They made sacrifices daily 
to atone for their sin. Finally, a Savior had come who would 
be the perfect sacrifice for sin, once and for all.

This is the best news ever! An army of angels appeared, 
praising God and saying: “Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and peace on earth to people He favors” 
(Luke 2:14).

When you share this story with kids, remind them that 
Jesus came because we needed him. The purpose of Jesus’ 
birth was twofold: to bring glory to God and to make 
peace between God and those who trust in Jesus’ death and 
resurrection.
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Jesus Was Born
Luke 2:1-20

During the time Mary was pregnant with Baby Jesus, 
the Roman emperor, Caesar Augustus, announced that 
everyone needed to be registered for a census. Every 
person traveled to the town where his family was from. 
Since Joseph was a descendant of King David, he and 
Mary left Nazareth and traveled to Bethlehem, the city 
of David.

While they were there, the time came for Mary to 
have her baby. Mary and Joseph looked for a safe place 
for Mary to have her baby, but every place was full 
because of all the people who were in town to be counted. 
So Mary and Joseph found a place where animals were 
kept, and that is where Mary had her baby, Jesus. She 
wrapped him snugly in cloth, and she laid him in a 
feeding trough, where the animals ate their food.

In the same region, some shepherds were staying out 
in the fields and watching their sheep to protect them 
from thieves and predators. All of a sudden, an angel of 
the Lord stood before them. A bright light shone around 
the shepherds, and they were terrified!

But the angel said to them, “Don’t be afraid! I have 
very good news for you: Today a Savior, who is Messiah 
the Lord, was born for you in the city of David.” Then 
the angel said, “You will find a baby wrapped snugly in 
cloth and lying in a feeding trough.” A king in a feeding 
trough? That was no place for a king!

All of a sudden, a whole army of angels appeared, 
praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and peace on earth to people He favors!”

The BIBLE STORY
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So the shepherds went straight to Bethlehem to find 
Baby Jesus. They found Mary and Joseph, and the baby 
who was lying in the feeding trough. The shepherds went 
and told others about the baby Jesus. Everyone who heard 
about Jesus was surprised and amazed. Mary thought about 
everything that was happening and tried to understand it. 
The shepherds returned to their fields, praising God 
because everything had happened just as the angel 
had said.

Christ Connection: The birth of Jesus was good news! Jesus 
was not an ordinary baby. He is God’s Son, sent to earth from 
heaven. Jesus came into the world to save people from sin and 
to be our King.
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Kids Worship LEADER

Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as worship time begins. 

Introduce the session (2 min.)

[Chef enters the stage carrying the beautifully wrapped present, 
excited to be there, and looks for just the right place to set down 
the present. Daniel enters after Chef puts down the present.]
DANIEL • Good morning, Chef. [Pause to admire the 

decorations.] This place really looks great. Thanks for 
adding all these Christmas decorations.

CHEF • I’m so glad you like them, Daniel. Like I said, 
Christmas is one of my favorite times of the year, and 
I like to spread that joy with everyone around me.

DANIEL • Well, you definitely do a good job of that! 
Everyone seems a bit happier with a little more joy in 
each step. 

CHEF • So Daniel, does anything in here catch your eye as 
extra special? [Motion to the present.]

DANIEL • That gift is beautiful! You spent a lot of time on 
that. The person who gets that gift is going to feel 
really special, Chef.

CHEF • Daniel, it’s for you!

• countdown video

• leader attire
• beautifully wrapped 

cross ornament or 
Jesus ornament

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Born
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2:1-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus was born to be God’s promised Savior.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 1:21
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us 

from sin.
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DANIEL • Me?! Uh, but … uh … thanks! Chef, I didn’t get 
anything for you! I feel terrible!

CHEF • [Pick up the gift and smile as you hand it to Daniel.] 
That’s OK, Daniel. I didn’t bring this gift for you 
expecting anything in return. I brought it because I 
care about you, and I think it will help me continue 
to explain about the meaning of Christmas.

DANIEL • Thanks, Chef, but I still feel awful. I should have 
gotten something for you. Hold on. I’ll be right 
back. [Hurriedly walk away.]

Giant timeline (1 min.)

CHEF • [calling after Daniel] Now just you wait a minute. 
Get back here!

DANIEL • [Turn around slowly, head slumped.] Yes, sir.
CHEF • Daniel, last time we talked about how important 

Christmas is because it helps us remember the 
coming of Jesus. Last week, we learned that Isaiah 
prophesied about the coming Messiah. I want to 
pick up where we left off, before you go hurrying off 
somewhere else. Take a look at our timeline and see 
what we’re going to talk about today.

DANIEL • [Look at the timeline.] Our story today is “Jesus 
Was Born.” Well that seems pretty obvious if we’re 
talking about Christmas.

Big picture question (1 min.)

CHEF • [to the kids] Do you remember our big picture 
question from last time? [Allow kids to answer.] Great 
job! Why was Jesus born? Let’s say that all together.

DANIEL • Last time we learned about some of the 

• Giant Timeline or 
Big Story Circle

Note: Point to 
Jesus’ birth on the 
timeline (“God 
the Son” unit), 
pointing out the 
gap between last 
week’s story and 
this week’s story.

• Big Picture Question 
Poster
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prophecies, or promises, that God gave about the 
coming Messiah.

CHEF • That’s right. God’s people were waiting for a King 
who would come and bring peace and rule forever.

DANIEL • So that was Jesus, whom we celebrate at 
Christmas. That’s obviously a great story, so what else 
is there to talk about?

CHEF • It’s always good to look at a great story, even if you 
think you already know it. I want you to listen again, 
but this time, listen like it’s the first time you’ve ever 
heard it. 

Tell the Bible story (10 min.)

Open your Bible to Luke 2:1-20. Tell the Bible story in 
your own words using the script provided or watch the 
Bible story video “Jesus Was Born.”
DANIEL • I’ve known the story of Christmas for a long time, 

but I’m not sure I ever stopped to think about all 
the details that had to be in place for Jesus to fulfill 
God’s promises.

CHEF • You’re right. Long before Jesus came, a prophet 
said that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem. 
To make that happen, God put in the heart of the 
Roman emperor Caesar Augustus to order a census.

DANIEL • Since Joseph was from the family of King David, 
he had to go to Bethlehem.

CHEF • God allowed Mary and Joseph to get to Bethlehem 
at the right time for Jesus to be born so God’s 
promise would be fulfilled.

DANIEL • I can see that it was all part of God’s plan, and 
He would not allow anything to get in the way of it 
happening just as He planned.

CHEF • The birth of Jesus was such good news, God had 
to share it with His people, so He sent the angels to 

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• “Jesus Was Born” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Main Point Poster
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announce it to the shepherds! The angels proclaimed 
that Jesus was born to be God’s promised Savior.

DANIEL • People thought a king would be born in a palace 
and only important people would be invited. But 
even in His announcement, God showed that Jesus 
would be a different kind of King, born for everyone. 
Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us 
from sin.

CHEF • Jesus was definitely not what the people expected. 
The people expected their Messiah to be an earthly 
king, ready to overthrow the Romans and bring 
peace to their nation. But God’s plan was bigger. He 
sent Jesus first to bring peace in our hearts and bring 
us into a right relationship with God by dying on 
the cross for our sins and rising from the dead on the 
third day. However, God’s story is not done yet. He 
will send Jesus again, and that time Jesus will be King 
over everything! Those who have trusted in Jesus as 
Savior will be with Him forever!

The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me (option)

Use your Bible and the guide provided to explain how to 
become a Christian. Encourage kids to ask their parents 
or other adults any questions they have about becoming a 
Christian. 

Any time you share how to become a Christian in a large 
group environment, try to have counselors available to meet 
one-on-one with kids. Make sure kids know whom they can 
talk to and when they can talk.

Key passage (5 min.)

DANIEL • I love how God works everything according to 
His plan. 

CHEF • Let’s look at our key passage again. It is such a great 

• Bibles

Tip: Provide I’m a 
Christian Now for 
new Christians to 
take home and 
complete with their 
families.

• Key Passage Poster
• “He Will Save” song
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reminder of God’s plan for Jesus.
Read Matthew 1:21 and encourage the kids to read along in 
their Bibles. Display the key passage for kids to read. Then 
sing the key passage song.

Review (4 min.)

DANIEL • I know I learned some new things about Jesus’ 
birth today. Did you? Let’s see if you can answer our 
questions. They might be a little tricky, but I’m sure 
you can handle them.

Invite the kids to answer the following questions:
1. Who decreed a census should be taken? (Caesar 

Augustus, Luke 2:1)
2. Why did Mary and Joseph have to travel to 

Bethlehem? (That’s where Joseph’s family was from, 
Luke 2:4)

3. Why was Jesus laid in a feeding trough for animals? 
(There was no room for them in the inn, Luke 2:7)

4. Who heard the first announcement that Jesus was 
born? (the shepherds, Luke 2:8-9)

5. What did the shepherds do after they saw 
Jesus? (praised God and told others about Jesus; 
Luke 2:17,20)

6. Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us 
from sin.

Group game (5–10 min.)

CANDY CANE RELAY

CHEF • I think it’s time for a game. Last time we tested how 
smart our guests were with some tricky Christmas 
clues. Let’s test their skill and agility this time. How 
does that sound?

DANIEL • That sounds fun! Let’s get some volunteers to 
come up and help us.

• wrapped candy 
canes, 1 per kid

• ornament with 
ribbon loop, 
1 per team
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Form teams of four or five kids. Give each child a wrapped 
candy cane. Guide teams to line up on one end of the 
stage. Place each team’s ornament on the floor in front of 
the first member. Explain the first teammate will pick up 
the ornament using only the hook of the candy cane. He 
must carry it to the other side of the stage and back. When 
he returns, he must pass it to the next member of his team 
using only the candy canes. Neither teammate may touch it 
with his hands. The first team to complete the relay wins.
CHEF • In our game, you had to pick up the ornament and 

carry it slowly and carefully to make sure it didn’t fall 
or break. In our story though, the shepherds took 
the news of Jesus’ birth and ran to go see Him! Then 
they carried the message with them “dropping” it on 
anyone who would listen!

Group demonstration (5 min.)

DANIEL • I love candy canes. They are so festive, and they 
taste so good!

CHEF • I love candy canes too. Did you know that candy 
canes can be a symbol of Jesus as well as a Christmas 
treat? 

DANIEL • Really? How?
CHEF • We can find several symbols in a candy cane. Let’s 

see if you can figure out some of them for yourself. 
[Hold up the candy cane to the audience so it looks like 
the letter J.] What letter does this remind you of? 
[Allow the children to respond.]

DANIEL • I see it now, it looks like the letter J. And J is for 
Jesus, God’s promised Savior whose birth we celebrate 
at Christmas.

CHEF • Excellent. That was the easy one. Let’s see if you 
can get this next one. [Hold up the candy cane to the 
audience so it looks like the shepherd’s hook.] What 

• wrapped candy 
canes, 1 per kid

• Allegy Alert 
download
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does this remind you of now? [Allow kids to respond.]
DANIEL • A shepherd’s staff! The shepherds were the first to 

hear the announcement from the angels that Jesus 
was born.

CHEF • Good eyes, Daniel. The next thing I was going to 
mention is the red stripes. The prophet Isaiah said, 
“By His stripes, we are healed.” [See Isaiah 53:5.] 
This reminds us that Jesus died on the cross. The red 
stripes in a candy cane are a symbol of His blood that 
was shed so we can be forgiven of our sin when trust 
in Him.

DANIEL • I’ve never thought about that.
CHEF • But there’s one more. What is the other color on the 

candy cane?
DANIEL • White?
CHEF • Yes! This is the best symbol of all! When we trust in 

Jesus, He washes away our sin and makes us pure and 
holy before God. Jesus takes away our sins, and He 
gives us His righteousness. The white is a symbol of 
holiness and forgiveness.

DANIEL • Oh, Chef! I’ve got the last symbol. The candy 
cane is sweet because the good news about Jesus is 
the sweetest news ever! [Ensure that all kids received a 
candy cane in the group game. Kids may eat them now 
or after class.]

Sing and offering (3–12 min.)

DANIEL • I don’t think I will ever look at a candy cane the 
same way again. That definitely makes me want to 
praise Jesus for all He did for us. 

Sing “He Is Born.” Choose other songs as time allows.
Song suggestions: 

• “He Is Born” song (unit theme)
• “Celebrate (Ring the Bells)” song

• “He Is Born” song 
and other songs of 
your choice
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• “Angel’s Lullaby” song
• “Live Like Jesus” song
• “Born in Bethlehem” song

Missions (6 min.)

CHEF • God’s great rescue plan was in full swing now that 
the Messiah had arrived. Later Jesus obeyed God’s 
plan and died for our sins. Then He sent the Holy 
Spirit to start the church. Now let’s watch a video 
about a man named Jason McGibbon who helped 
start a local church when his son got really sick.

Show the missions video “Jason McGibbon: He Started It.”
DANIEL • It never stops amazing me the way God can turn 

bad situations into good things. Let’s pray that we 
would joyfully put our lives in God’s hands to start 
movements in our city!

Announcements (2 min.)

CHEF • We are almost out of time here. I think it’s time for 
you to open your gift. Go ahead, open it so everyone 
can see it.

DANIEL • [Open the gift and pull out the ornament.] Chef! 
It’s beautiful. Every time I look at it, I will remember 
that Jesus was born to rescue us from sin. Thank 
you so much! [Give Chef a big hug.]

CHEF • I’m so glad you like it, Daniel. 
DANIEL • You’re the best! Would you share the 

announcements with our assistant chefs while I find 
the perfect place for this? [Daniel hangs the ornament 
while Chef gives announcements.]

Make any announcements from your kids’ ministry.

Prayer (2 min.)

CHEF • Thanks for looking with fresh eyes at the Christmas 

• “Jason McGibbon: 
He Started It” 
missions video
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story today. It’s so amazing, I pray we never lose the 
wonder and awe around Christmas. This was God’s 
plan from the very beginning.

DANIEL • Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us 
from sin. Let’s take time to pray that all of us would 
keep that in the front of our mind as we celebrate 
Christmas this year. 

CHEF • Lord, thank You for Christmas and for sending Your 
Son to save us from our sin. Help us to remember 
why Jesus came and to live our lives for Your glory. 
Amen.

Additional idea
CHRISTMAS CHARADES

DANIEL • I know a way to make the Christmas story come 
to life for all of us.

CHEF • OK, what do you have in mind?
DANIEL • Let’s act it out with volunteers! 
CHEF • I love it! You get some volunteers, and I’ll gather up 

the things we’ll need.
Select volunteers and secretly assign them a person from the 
Christmas story to portray. One at a time, allow them to act 
out their person without using words or sounds. Allow the 
rest of the class to guess who they are.
DANIEL • In our game, you had to keep your identity a 

secret and others tried to guess based on how you 
acted. But God wasn’t trying to keep His Son a 
secret. He sent angels to proclaim Jesus’ arrival!
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
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