
Use Week of:

1
Anticipating the Coming King

BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 11:1-10
MAIN POINT: Isaiah prophesied about the coming Messiah.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 1:21
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us 

from sin.

• Countdown

• Introduce the session (2 min.)

• Giant timeline (1 min.)

• Big picture question (1 min.)

• Tell the Bible story (10 min.)

• The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me (option)

• Key passage (5 min.)

• Review (4 min.)

• Group game (5–10 min.)

• Group demonstration (5 min.)

• Sing and offering (3–12 min.)

• Missions (6 min.)

• Announcements (2 min.)

• Prayer (2 min.)

• Additional idea 

UNIT 17
Session 1

KIDS 
WORSHIP 

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Isaiah’s name means “Yahweh is salvation.” God called Isaiah 
to be a prophet when King Uzziah’s reign was ending—
more than 700 years before Jesus was born. At the time 
Isaiah spoke to the people of Judah, the kingdom of Judah 
was very wealthy. But the people did not follow God. They 
worshiped false idols, cheated one another, and mistreated 
the poor.
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.

1
Isaiah spoke to the people of Judah at a critical time in their 
history. After King Uzziah died, the people were afraid. 
They were vulnerable to their enemies, and their new king 
was less than ideal. Isaiah’s prophecies warned the people 
that God would judge them, but Isaiah also spoke words of 
hope. He told of how God would one day rescue those who 
were faithful to Him.

Perhaps the most amazing of all are Isaiah’s detailed 
prophecies about Jesus—His birth and His suffering and 
death. Jesus Himself read from the Book of Isaiah, telling 
the people that He was the One the Scriptures spoke of.

As you teach kids, help them see how Jesus fulfilled God’s 
promises spoken by the prophet Isaiah. God kept His 
promise to send a king from the family of Jesse, the father 
of King David. (Luke 3:23-32) The Spirit of the Lord rested 
on Jesus. (Matt. 3:16-17) He was filled with wisdom and 
understanding. (Luke 2:40) He came to bring salvation to 
all the nations. (Acts 13:47-48)

Isaiah’s prophecies from God did not speak just to the 
people of his time; they also speak to us. Hundreds of 
years before it happened, Isaiah told of how Jesus would 
be born and how He would suffer and die to take away the 
sins of His people. We look forward to the day when King 
Jesus will come back and rule forever. Jesus is the promised 
Messiah. He will make all of the prophets’ words come true.
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Anticipating the Coming King
Isaiah 11:1-10

The people of Judah were afraid. Their king, Uzziah, 
had died. Now they had a bad king—Ahaz—and their 
enemies, the Assyrians, threatened to destroy them. God 
sent Isaiah the prophet to give the people a message of 
hope. God had a plan—a very good plan—for their future.

Isaiah told people about God’s plan. A King is 
coming! Isaiah told the people about the King and what 
the day will be like when the Messiah comes to rescue His 
people and be their King forever.

“The King will come from Jesse’s family,” Isaiah said. 
Jesse was King David’s father. That meant God was going 
to keep His promise that someone from David’s family 
would be King forever.

Isaiah said, “God’s Spirit will be with Him. The Spirit 
will help Him. He will be wise and understanding. He 
will know God and respect Him.”

Isaiah said that the coming King will always do the 
right thing. He will be a good judge; He will be fair, and 
He will do what He says He will do.

Isaiah said that the Messiah will bring peace. In His 
kingdom, the wolf will live with the lamb. The leopard will 
lie next to the goat. Calves and lions will eat together, and 
a child will lead them. Cows and bears will eat next to one 
another, and their young will lie down together. Lions will 
eat straw like oxen. Young children will play near snakes. 
But none of these animals will hurt or kill anything or 
anyone.

Everyone on the earth will know the Lord. The earth 
will be filled with knowledge of Him, just like the sea is 

The BIBLE STORY
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filled with water.
In the future, this King will bring the nations 

together. All the people will come to Him, and He will 
rule in glory.

Christ Connection: Isaiah and many other prophets in the 
Old Testament told about a King who would come and rule 
forever. Jesus is the promised Messiah. He will make all these 
words come true.
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Kids Worship LEADER

SUGGESTED THEME DECORATING IDEAS: Keep the same 
stage set up as the previous unit. Add Christmas decorations 
such as garland, lights, or nativity figures. 

Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as worship time begins. 

Introduce the session (2 min.)

[Chef enters carrying a large box of Christmas decorations 
while whistling or humming a familiar Christmas carol. Set 
down the box and begin going through decorations. Daniel 
enters and watches with a confused look on his face for a few 
moments before speaking.]
DANIEL • Um, Chef? What are you doing?
CHEF • What does it look like I’m doing? I’m getting ready 

to decorate for Christmas.
DANIEL • OK, I kind of guessed that. I should have asked: 

why are you doing that? We have work to get done 
around here. Do you really have time to decorate?

CHEF • Daniel, you can always make time for the things 
that are important to you. Christmas is very 
important to me, so I make time for it every year. 

• • room decorations
• Theme Background 

Slide (optional)

• countdown video

• leader attire
• box of decorations

SESSION TITLE: Anticipating the Coming King
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 11:1-10
MAIN POINT: Isaiah prophesied about the coming Messiah.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 1:21
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us 

from sin.
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I LOVE Christmas! So I’m hanging Christmas 
decorations right here in the kitchen.

DANIEL • [laughing] Alright, Chef. I’ll help you. If we work 
together, we can get back to our real work sooner. 
[Join Chef at the box and pull out decorations.] Now 
don’t get me wrong, I love Christmas too, but why is 
it so important to decorate the pizzeria?

CHEF • That’s an easy question. It helps build the 
anticipation.

DANIEL • Anticipation? Anticipation for what? For all your 
family coming in and opening all the presents? I like 
that part of Christmas!

CHEF • Family and presents are great, but Christmas is 
about celebrating the arrival of our King and God’s 
promises being fulfilled.

DANIEL • Oh yeah, Jesus’ birthday, right?

Giant timeline (1 min.)

CHEF • Christmas is bigger than just Jesus’ birth. It’s part of 
the bigger story of God.

DANIEL • Now you’ve lost me. 
CHEF • Let’s take some time to talk about how Christmas 

fits into God’s great story. I had a feeling we might 
need to talk through some of this, so I came 
prepared. Why don’t you look at our timeline and see 
what we’re going to learn about today?

DANIEL • You anticipated my lack of understanding? How 
flattering. Let’s see. Today’s story is “Anticipating the 
Coming King.” I’m sensing an anticipation theme.

CHEF • Excellent! This will be good for you.

Leader insight: 
Chef has worked at 
Promise Pizzeria for 
many years. He/she 
delights in showing 
God’s love through 
his/her work. Chef 
should wear a large 
apron and a tall 
chef’s hat. Daniel 
is a young waiter 
who often thinks 
a little too highly 
of himself. Daniel 
should wear a white 
shirt and black 
pants. Adapt Chef’s 
dialogue for a single 
leader.

• Giant Timeline or 
Big Story Circle

Note: Point back 
to Isaiah (“God the 
Revealer”). This 
story is not listed 
by name on the 
timeline.
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Big picture question (1 min.)

DANIEL • So if we’re going to talk about Christmas, do you 
have a new big picture question for me?

CHEF • I told you I came prepared, didn’t I? Our question 
is: Why was Jesus born?

DANIEL • That sounds easy enough. I think I can handle 
this one.

CHEF • Not so fast! A lot of people know the story about 
when Jesus was born, but few take time to think 
about why He was born. Let’s take a look.

Tell the Bible story (10 min.)

Open your Bible to Isaiah 11:1-10. Tell the Bible story in 
your own words using the script provided or watch the 
Bible story video “Anticipating the Coming King.”
DANIEL • Didn’t Isaiah live a long time before Jesus? What 

does this have to do with Christmas?
CHEF • Isaiah wrote those words from God more than 700 

years before Jesus was born, but the message was 
about Him! When God gives a message about what is 
going to happen in the future, it’s called a prophecy. 
And since God always keeps His Word, you can 
think of it as a promise from God.

DANIEL • So this passage is like a promise from God about 
Jesus?

CHEF • Now you’re getting it! When Isaiah spoke these 
words from God, the people of Judah had a new 
king who was not a very good king. The people were 
scared and didn’t know what their future held.

DANIEL • I get it. God encouraged them with the prophecy 
of a new, perfect King who would come.

CHEF • And over the years, the anticipation grew. The 
people never forgot God’s promises, even when 
they went into exile and returned years later. They 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• “Anticipating the 

Coming King” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
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anticipated, or waited eagerly for, the time of their 
Messiah—the coming King who would bring peace 
and forgiveness for our sin.

DANIEL • That’s the answer! Why was Jesus born? Jesus was 
born to rescue us from sin. [to the kids] Let’s all say 
it together to make sure we got it. Why was Jesus 
born? Jesus was born to rescue us from sin.

CHEF • Good job figuring it out! Several prophecies in the 
Old Testament told about Jesus—how He would 
come, what He would do, and even how He would 
die. From the very beginning, this was God’s plan 
to save His people from their sin. We can’t do it on 
our own. Jesus came and gave His life for us to take 
the punishment we deserve. And one day, Jesus will 
come again and be the true King over all the world, 
fulfilling all of God’s promises. 

The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me (option)

Use your Bible and the guide provided to explain how to 
become a Christian. Encourage kids to ask their parents 
or other adults any questions they have about becoming a 
Christian. 

Any time you share how to become a Christian in a large 
group environment, try to have counselors available to meet 
one-on-one with kids. Make sure kids know whom they can 
talk to and when they can talk.

Key passage (5 min.)

DANIEL • I love how God told us what would happen so we 
would see His power and control. So cool!

CHEF • I have a verse for us to focus on that shows God 
communicating His plan to people. Let’s read the key 
passage together.

Read Matthew 1:21 and encourage the kids to read along in 

• Bibles

Tip: Provide I’m a 
Christian Now for 
new Christians to 
take home and 
complete with their 
families.

• Key Passage Poster
• “He Will Save” song
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their Bibles. Display the key passage for kids to read. Then 
sing the key passage song. 
DANIEL • This verse gives us the answer to our big picture 

question again. It’s so helpful to see how everything 
lines up together. Let’s read our verse one more time 
together.

Review (4 min.)

CHEF • Great job reading the key passage. Now let’s see how 
well you listened. Can you answer some questions 
from today’s story?

DANIEL • I’m ready!
Invite the kids to answer the following questions:

1. Why were the people of Judah afraid? (King Uzziah 
died, Isaiah 6:1)

2. Whose family would the promised King come 
from? (Jesse, the father of King David; Isa. 11:1)

3. Who would rest on the King, giving Him wisdom 
and understanding? (the Spirit of the Lord, Isa. 11:2)

4. Isaiah pictured animals living in peace. Name some 
of the animals. (wolf, lamb, leopard, goat, calves, 
lions, bears, cows, snakes; Isa. 11:6-8)

5. Whom will the coming King bring together? (all 
the nations, Isa. 11:10)

6. Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us 
from sin.

Group game (5–10 min.)

GUESS THE GIFT

CHEF • God gave Isaiah lots of clues about the coming 
Messiah, King Jesus. I have some clues about 
Christmas in these gift bags. Do you think our 
friends here can guess them?

DANIEL • We have a really smart group of kids here today. 

• Christmas 
ornaments

• gift bag, 1 per 
ornament
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Let’s give them a chance.
Before the session, place various Christmas ornaments in 
individual gift bags. Make sure ornaments are not breakable 
and do not have sharp points or hooks. (Suggested 
ornaments: star, presents, candle, angel, candy canes, bells, 
horns, nativity figures.) Make sure the item within each bag 
is not visible. 

Form one team for each ornament, and ask a volunteer 
to place a hand in the bag and describe what she feels to her 
team. The team must guess what the item is. After guessing, 
the volunteer will pull out the ornament for all the teams to 
see. Set them aside for the group demonstration. 
DANIEL • When you didn’t have the whole picture, it 

was a little difficult to guess what the ornaments 
were. In a similar way, before Jesus came, some of 
the prophecies about Him were probably hard to 
understand. Now we can look back at Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection to see how most of the pieces 
fit together!

Group demonstration (5 min.)

DANIEL • Chef, you said these decorations and ornaments 
were clues about Christmas. Can you explain that for 
me?

CHEF • I thought you would never ask! Let’s look at each 
one before hanging them around the kitchen.

Pick up each decoration/ornament one at a time and 
explain how it represents Christmas. Place each one on the 
tree. 

Suggested ornaments and meanings: star (wise men 
following the star), presents (wise men offering gifts/God 
offering Jesus), candle (Jesus is the Light of the world), 
angel (angel’s proclamation), candy canes (shepherds), bells 
or horns (telling of good news), nativity figures.

• Christmas 
ornaments from 
game

• empty Christmas 
tree
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CHEF • Each of these ornaments is a symbol of the 
Christmas season. When we put them all together it 
becomes clear that they are pointing to Jesus’ birth. 
Isaiah’s writings function in a similar way. All the 
things he wrote were words given to him by God. 
Isaiah didn’t always know exactly how or when they 
would come true, but he knew they were pointing 
him to the coming King, Jesus. 

Sing and offering (3–12 min.)

DANIEL • Let’s praise God for His glorious plan to send 
Jesus to rescue us from our sin.

Sing “He Is Born.” Choose other songs as time allows.
Song suggestions: 

• “He Is Born” song (unit theme)
• “Celebrate (Ring the Bells)” song
• “Angel’s Lullaby” song
• “Live Like Jesus” song
• “Born in Bethlehem” song

Missions (6 min.)

CHEF • Christmas is a celebration of Jesus’ birth and the 
fulfillment of God’s promise to send a Savior. Isaiah’s 
writings and the other stories we’ve learned in the 
Old Testament provided dots that connected God’s 
people to God’s promised King. Let’s watch this 
video to see some other connections God is making 
to help people learn about Him.

Show the missions video “A New Life for Abraham.”
DANIEL • Remember, you don’t need to go to Spain to find 

people who are unconnected to God. We can find 
people all around us who need to hear the gospel, 
even right in our own city! Let’s ask God to help us 
connect everything back to Jesus so we can reach lost 

• “He Is Born” song 
and other songs of 
your choice

• “A New Life for 
Abraham” missions 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable
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people for His glory.

Announcements (2 min.)

CHEF • After talking about all the prophecies of Jesus and 
the meaning of our Christmas decorations, I am even 
more excited about Christmas this year.

DANIEL • Me too. Thanks, Chef. Why don’t I help you 
clean up this area while you share our specials for this 
week?

CHEF • OK, Daniel!
Make any announcements from your kids’ ministry.

Prayer (2 min.)

CHEF • At the time, prophesies about Jesus’ birth didn’t 
seem like a big deal to some people. They didn’t 
understand how important this was in God’s plan. 
But to those that were waiting with anticipation, this 
was the best news ever. We’ll talk more about that 
next time. 

DANIEL • I will be anticipating it all week! Let’s pray.
CHEF • Father, thank You for always keeping Your 

promises. You promised a Rescuer, and Christmas 
is a time to celebrate Your faithfulness to send that 
Rescuer, Jesus, at last. Help us to love You most and 
remember that Jesus came to save us from our sin.

Additional idea
CHRISTMAS CROSS

CHEF • There’s one more decoration that we sometimes see 
at Christmastime that we haven’t talked about yet. 
Can you guess?

DANIEL • I don’t know? Let’s ask the kids. [Take guesses. Stop 
when someone says the cross.]

CHEF • That’s it! The cross. Great job, everyone.

• colorful pony beads
• 2-inch chenille 

stems, 1 per kid
• 4-inch chenille 

stems, 1 per kid
• ribbon
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DANIEL • Wait … the cross? At Christmastime? I thought 
the cross was for Easter.

CHEF • Even though the cross came years after Jesus’ birth, 
we often decorate with crosses at Christmastime to 
remind us that Jesus was born to rescue us from sin 
through His death and resurrection. Let’s make a 
cross to hang on our tree.

Take the longer chenille stem and make a loop at the top, 
twisting the end around itself. This creates a hole to thread 
the ribbon through to hang on the tree. Allow children to 
add beads to the long chenille stem making the vertical 
portion of the cross. Twist the other end of the chenille 
stem around the last bead to secure it. Take the shorter 
chenille stem and twist it in between beads on the long stem 
to make the horizontal portion of the cross. Allow children 
to add beads, securing each end. Encourage the children to 
hang their ornament at home to remind them why Jesus 
was born.

Tip: Make sure you 
have leaders or 
older kids ready to 
help younger kids 
with this task, as it 
requires fine motor 
skills some may not 
have developed yet. 
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
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