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UNIT 17
Session 1

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Isaiah’s name means “Yahweh is salvation.” God called Isaiah 
to be a prophet when King Uzziah’s reign was ending—
more than 700 years before Jesus was born. At the time 
Isaiah spoke to the people of Judah, the kingdom of Judah 
was very wealthy. But the people did not follow God. They 
worshiped false idols, cheated one another, and mistreated 
the poor.

Isaiah spoke to the people of Judah at a critical time in their 
history. After King Uzziah died, the people were afraid. 
They were vulnerable to their enemies, and their new king 
was less than ideal. Isaiah’s prophecies warned the people 
that God would judge them, but Isaiah also spoke words of 

Use Week of:

Anticipating the Coming King

BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 11:1-10
MAIN POINT: Isaiah prophesied about the coming Messiah.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 1:21
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us 

from sin.
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

hope. He told of how God would one day rescue those who 
were faithful to Him.

Perhaps the most amazing of all are Isaiah’s detailed 
prophecies about Jesus—His birth and His suffering and 
death. Jesus Himself read from the Book of Isaiah, telling 
the people that He was the One the Scriptures spoke of.

As you teach kids, help them see how Jesus fulfilled God’s 
promises spoken by the prophet Isaiah. God kept His 
promise to send a king from the family of Jesse, the father 
of King David. (Luke 3:23-32) The Spirit of the Lord rested 
on Jesus. (Matt. 3:16-17) He was filled with wisdom and 
understanding. (Luke 2:40) He came to bring salvation to 
all the nations. (Acts 13:47-48)

Isaiah’s prophecies from God did not speak just to the 
people of his time; they also speak to us. Hundreds of 
years before it happened, Isaiah told of how Jesus would 
be born and how He would suffer and die to take away the 
sins of His people. We look forward to the day when King 
Jesus will come back and rule forever. Jesus is the promised 
Messiah. He will make all of the prophets’ words come true.
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Anticipating the Coming King
Isaiah 11:1-10

The people of Judah were afraid. Their king, Uzziah, 
had died. Now they had a bad king—Ahaz—and their 
enemies, the Assyrians, threatened to destroy them. God 
sent Isaiah the prophet to give the people a message of 
hope. God had a plan—a very good plan—for their future.

Isaiah told people about God’s plan. A King is 
coming! Isaiah told the people about the King and what 
the day will be like when the Messiah comes to rescue His 
people and be their King forever.

“The King will come from Jesse’s family,” Isaiah said. 
Jesse was King David’s father. That meant God was going 
to keep His promise that someone from David’s family 
would be King forever.

Isaiah said, “God’s Spirit will be with Him. The Spirit 
will help Him. He will be wise and understanding. He 
will know God and respect Him.”

Isaiah said that the coming King will always do the 
right thing. He will be a good judge; He will be fair, and 
He will do what He says He will do.

Isaiah said that the Messiah will bring peace. In His 
kingdom, the wolf will live with the lamb. The leopard will 
lie next to the goat. Calves and lions will eat together, and 
a child will lead them. Cows and bears will eat next to one 
another, and their young will lie down together. Lions will 
eat straw like oxen. Young children will play near snakes. 
But none of these animals will hurt or kill anything or 
anyone.

Everyone on the earth will know the Lord. The earth 
will be filled with knowledge of Him, just like the sea is 

The BIBLE STORY
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filled with water.
In the future, this King will bring the nations 

together. All the people will come to Him, and He will 
rule in glory.

Christ Connection: Isaiah and many other prophets in the 
Old Testament told about a King who would come and rule 
forever. Jesus is the promised Messiah. He will make all these 
words come true.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

BIBLE EXPRESS!

Invite kids to check 
out this week’s 
devotionals to 
discover that 

long after Isaiah 
prophesied about 

the Messiah, angels 
told shepherds the 

good news: the 
Messiah was born! 

(Luke 2:11)
Order in bulk, 

subscribe quarterly, 
or purchase 

individually. For 
more information, 

check out 
www.lifeway.com/

devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: Anticipating the Coming King
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 11:1-10
MAIN POINT: Isaiah prophesied about the coming Messiah.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 1:21
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us 

from sin.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Ask kids to think of a time they 
were afraid and someone came to comfort or help them.
SAY • Sometimes we feel scared because we are in a 

dangerous situation, and sometimes we can feel 
afraid even when nothing bad is actually happening. 
When we are frightened, we can trust that God sees 
us and that He cares for us. Today, we will hear a 
story about God’s promise to send the Messiah to 
rescue us, comfort us, and bring peace to our world.

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete “Introduction to the Messiah” on 
the activity page. Kids may work individually or in pairs.
SAY • Today, we will hear about a prophet named Isaiah 

who told about God’s promise to send the Messiah. 
The word Messiah means “anointed one” or “chosen 
one.” Isaiah spoke about the Messiah hundreds of 
years before He came, and He told the people what 
the Messiah would be like.

• “Introduction to the 
Messiah” activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Rock, paper, scissors
Allow kids to find partners and play three rounds of “Rock, 
Paper, Scissors.” Guide players who win two of the three 
rounds to pair up and play another set of rounds; players 
who lost should also pair up and play again.

Continue play as time allows, each time matching kids 
who won and kids who lost.
SAY • In games like “Rock, Paper, Scissors,” players compete 

against each other. Someone wins and someone loses.
In today’s Bible story, we will hear about the 

Messiah God promised to send. Isaiah said the 
Messiah would be a King, and He would bring 
peace. In this kingdom, people and creatures who 
would typically be enemies will live in peace.

OPTION 2: Reverse four corners
Instruct kids to each select a corner of the room to stand in. 
Place a cutout of a star in the middle of the room.

Explain that you will call out some descriptions of 
people in the room. If the description matches a player, she 
should run to the star. Direct kids to select a new corner, 
and then call another description. (Examples: people with 
brown hair, people wearing dresses, people who enjoy 
broccoli, people who play a musical instrument)

To conclude, call a description like “people who came to 
church this morning” to gather everyone to the star. 
SAY • Today’s Bible story is about the prophet Isaiah. Isaiah 

told about a Messiah who would gather people 
together from every nation. Let’s hear more.

Transition to large group

LOW PREP

• star cutout
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Suggested Theme Decorating Ideas: Decorate for 
Christmas over the existing theme. Use simple decorations 
such as string lights, garland, or a Nativity scene.

Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as large group time begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Large Group Leader enters wearing a Christmas sweater or an 
apron that is decorated with a festive pattern.]
LEADER • Buon Natale (boo'OHN nah-TAH-leh), 

everyone! That means “Merry Christmas” in Italian! 
Can you try and say it back to me—Buon Natale? 
[Allow kids to respond.] Even though Christmas is still 
a few weeks away, I couldn’t help but decorate. It’s 
the most wonderful time of the year, you know! 

I am so excited that you’ve come to spend time 
with me in my pizza parlor today. I am so full of joy 
and the Christmas spirit, and I’m happy you are here 
to share it with me.

You see, long ago, God made a promise to His 

• room decorations
• Theme Background 

Slide (optional)

• countdown video

• leader attire

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Anticipating the Coming King
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 11:1-10
MAIN POINT: Isaiah prophesied about the coming Messiah.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 1:21
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us 

from sin.
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people. Way back in Genesis 3, He told us about 
One who would come to rescue people from sin. 
Many years later, God spoke through the prophet 
Isaiah about this promise, and Isaiah shared God’s 
message with people.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Explain that today’s Bible story is called “Anticipating the 
Coming King.” It comes from the Book of Isaiah. Point out 
the stories about Isaiah in the “Prophets and Kings” section 
of the timeline. Then point to the stories about Jesus in the 
section titled “The Rescue Begins.”
LEADER • Does it seem strange to you that this story about 

the Messiah—God’s Son, Jesus—comes so many 
years before Jesus was born? That’s because Isaiah 
told about the Messiah hundreds of years before Jesus 
came to earth. God told Isaiah many details about 
the coming Messiah. That’s amazing!

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • As we get ready to celebrate Christmas, we are 
going to learn a new big picture question: Why was 
Jesus born? This is a really important question! Why 
was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us from 
sin. Keep this question and answer in mind as we 
hear the Bible story.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Isaiah 11:1-10. Tell the Bible story 
in your own words, or show the Bible story video 
“Anticipating the Coming King.”
LEADER • We have been learning in so many of our Bible 

• Giant Timeline or 
Big Story Circle

• Bibles
• “Anticipating the 

Coming King” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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stories about how God always keeps His promises. 
He never ever breaks His promises, and His Word 
is always true. Sometimes it may take a very long 
time for God to fulfill His promises, but even when 
we have to wait, He is still good and His timing is 
absolutely perfect.

Many things had to be set into motion before it 
was the perfect time for God to send the Messiah. 
You all know how the Bible starts: In the beginning, 
God created the heavens and the earth. And not long 
after that, He made Adam and Eve and put them in 
the garden of Eden. And not long after that, Adam 
and Eve sinned, which is the first time we hear about 
the One who will come to rescue people from sin. 
All of that happened by Genesis 3! And so much 
happened between Adam and Eve’s sinning and the 
prophet Isaiah’s sharing of God’s message.

Isaiah prophesied about the coming Messiah, 
and Isaiah didn’t talk about something that was going 
to happen the next week or year. He told about the 
Messiah 700 years before Jesus was even born! God’s 
people must have felt like they were waiting forever 
for God to keep His promise. Many generations of 
people died without seeing His promise fulfilled. 
Now fast-forward hundreds and thousands of years, 
and here you and I sit together, knowing that God 
did keep His promise to send Jesus, and we get to 
celebrate!

Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us 
from sin. We get to celebrate God’s fulfilled promise 
and we get to celebrate that Jesus has made the way 
for our sins to be forgiven.

Tip: Point to the first 
three stories on the 
Giant Timeline or 
Big Story Circle.
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me (optional)

Use Scripture and the guide provided with this session to 
explain to boys and girls how to become a Christian. Assign 
individuals to meet with kids who have more questions. 

Encourage boys and girls to ask their parents, small 
group leaders, or other Christian adults any questions they 
may have about becoming a Christian.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Matthew 1:21.
LEADER • In Bible times, before we had all of God’s Word 

written down, God spoke to His people through 
prophets. We now can use our Bibles to read the 
messages the prophets shared, and we get to use our 
Bibles to read how the whole story fits together.

In the Old Testament, the prophet Isaiah 
prophesied about the coming Messiah and God’s 
plan to rescue people from their sin.

In the New Testament, where our key passage is 
found—we see that Jesus is the promised Messiah—
the One who came to rescue people from sin!

Lead boys and girls to sing “He Will Save.”

Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 

LEADER • Have you ever been in a situation where you 
needed help or needed to be rescued? Who came to 
help? [Allow one or two kids to share.] Watch this!

Show the “Unit 17, Session 1” discussion starter video. Lead 
kids to discuss how the kids who were trapped must have 
felt. How did they feel when they heard help was coming?
LEADER • In today’s Bible story, God’s people were in 

Tip: Provide I’m a 
Christian Now for 
new Christians to 
take home and 
complete with their 
families.

• Key Passage Poster
• “He Will Save” song

• “Unit 17, Session 1” 
discussion starter 
video
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trouble. Their sin separated them from God, and 
they couldn’t do anything to save themselves. The 
prophet Isaiah brought a message of hope: “Help 
is on the way!” God sent Jesus to earth because He 
loves us. This was His plan all along. God calls us to 
tell others about Jesus and bring them a message of 
hope. Anyone who trusts in Jesus will be saved.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • People waited hundreds of years after Isaiah for 
God to keep His promise. Imagine their joy when 
Jesus finally came! Let’s sing.

Sing together “He Is Born.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to small groups.
LEADER • God, You are a good God with a perfect plan. 

Thank You for keeping Your promises. Though we 
are all guilty of disobeying You, You loved us enough 
to send Your Son, Jesus, to die on the cross and pay 
for our sins. You raised Jesus from the dead, and 
through Him, we have the hope of living with You 
forever.

Thank You for Jesus, and thank You for giving us 
the Bible so we can read and understand Your perfect 
plan for our lives. Jesus, we celebrate You today and 
we give You glory and praise. Amen.

Dismiss to small groups

• “He Is Born” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
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Small Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Anticipating the Coming King
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 11:1-10
MAIN POINT: Isaiah prophesied about the coming Messiah.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 1:21
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us 

from sin.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Write each word of the key passage on a separate index card. 
Mix up the cards and distribute them to the kids. If any 
kids do not have a card, they may assist in arranging the 
other players.

Direct kids to hold their cards face-out so everyone can 
read them. Then challenge the kids to arrange themselves 
in order. When kids finish, prompt them to read the 
key passage aloud. If time remains, mix up the cards and 
redistribute them to play again.
SAY • This key passage comes from the Gospel of Matthew, 

the first book in the New Testament. Try to 
memorize Matthew 1:21; it tells us exactly why Jesus 
was born! Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to 
rescue us from sin.

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Provide Bibles and guide kids to locate Isaiah 11. Remind 
them that the Book of Isaiah is in the Old Testament. Invite 
a volunteer to identify which book comes before Isaiah. 
(Song of Solomon) Choose another volunteer to identify 
which book comes after Isaiah. (Jeremiah)

• Key Passage Poster
• index cards
• marker

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Poster
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SAY • We can read the story about God speaking through 
His prophet Isaiah. What’s even better is that we can 
continue reading in the Bible to see that God did 
keep His promise to send Jesus!

Let’s test our memories to see how much we 
remember about today’s story. Decide if each of these 
statements is true or false.

Read the following statements. Call on kids to answer.
1. Isaiah was a prophet in the New Testament. (false, 

Old Testament)
2. The Book of Isaiah is found in the Bible in the 

division of the Major Prophets. (true)
3. Isaiah said that a King would come from Jesse’s 

family. (true, Isa. 11:1)
4. Isaiah said that God’s Spirit would be with the 

coming King. (true, Isa. 11:2)
5. Isaiah said that the coming King would usually do 

the right thing. (False, He would always do the right 
thing; Isa. 11:4)

6. Isaiah said that the Messiah would bring war. (False, 
He would bring peace; Isa. 11:6-9)

7. Isaiah said everyone on the earth will know the Lord. 
(true, Isa. 11:9)

8. Isaiah said the King will bring the nations together. 
(true, Isa. 11:10)

9. Isaiah prophesied about a coming storm. (False, 
Isaiah prophesied about the coming Messiah.)

10. Jesus is the promised Messiah. (true, John 4:25-26)
SAY • Great job, everyone. Isaiah prophesied about the 

coming Messiah. We know from the New Testament 
that Jesus is the promised Messiah. Why was Jesus 
born? Jesus was born to rescue us from sin.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Who said that?
Invite kids to play a guessing game. Tell them that they 
must listen very carefully. You may choose to display the 
main point poster if kids cannot remember the words.

Select two kids to go to the front of the room. One kid 
is the picker. The other kid is the judge.

The judge will turn away from the class and close his 
eyes. The picker should point to someone in the class. She is 
the speaker. The speaker may quietly move anywhere in the 
room. Then she should say (in a normal or disguised voice), 
“Isaiah prophesied about the coming Messiah.”

The speaker should then return to her seat. Instruct the 
judge to open his eyes and try to guess who spoke. If he 
guesses correctly, he remains the judge, and the picker will 
select another kid to speak. If the judge guesses incorrectly, 
the speaker becomes the new judge.
SAY • Was it easy or difficult to judge who was speaking? 

Isaiah prophesied that the future King would be a 
good and perfect judge because this King would 
have God’s Spirit. God kept His promise to send this 
perfect King, and His name is Jesus.

Jesus was born to rescue us from sin. Anyone who 
repents and trusts in Jesus will be judged “not guilty” 
before God because Jesus paid the punishment for 
him. This is very good news!

OPTION 2: Paper chains
Distribute strips of red and green construction paper to the 
kids. Guide them to open their Bibles to Isaiah 11:1-10. 
Invite them to use the Bible story passage as a guide and 
write on each red strip something that Isaiah said about the 

• Main Point Poster 
(optional)

LOW PREP

Option: Review 
the gospel with 
boys and girls. 
Explain that kids are 
welcome to speak 
with you or another 
teacher if they have 
questions.

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• green and red strips of 

construction paper
• markers
• tape or staplers
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coming Messiah.
Instruct them to list on the green strips things they are 

thankful to God for or reasons they celebrate Christmas.
Allow volunteers to share what they wrote with the class. 

Then direct kids to use a stapler or tape to link the strips 
together and form a paper chain. Hang the chain in your 
classroom space as decor during the season.
SAY • We have many things we can thank Jesus for as we 

celebrate Christmas. Jesus came because we needed 
Him. Jesus was born to rescue us from sin.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute journal pages and pencils. Encourage kids to 
describe what a good and perfect King is like. Invite kids to 
think about what Jesus’ perfect kingdom will be like.
SAY • Just like God promised to send a Messiah, He also 

promised to make all things new. [See Rev. 21:5.] 
God kept His promise to send Jesus, and we are 
waiting on Him to keep His promise to make all 
things new. Let’s pray.

Father, thank You for Your wonderful promises. 
We believe that everyone who trusts in Jesus will get 
to live forever with You in Your perfect and peaceful 
kingdom. We look forward to that day. Amen.

As time allows, lead kids to complete “The King Who 
Came” on the activity page. Kids should match each of 
Isaiah’s descriptions of the coming King with the New 
Testament verse that shows that these words came true. 
(Answers: 1. Acts 13:22-23; 2. Matt. 3:16; 3. John 7:24; 
4. Eph. 6:14)

• pencils
• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Journal Page
• “The King Who Came” 

activity page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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