
The Gospel Project for Adults, Fall 2016 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Session 12 
 
 
Introduction: Establish that God is patient. 
 
Before class time, read through a comprehensive list of Scriptures on the 
patience of God. You might want to consider this one: http://bible.knowing-
jesus.com/topics/God,-Patience-Of 
 
Today’s lesson seems to reveal God’s impatience with His children, but 
leaders should be prepared to help learners understand that He is truly 
patient with all of us and proves it so in Scripture. 
 
Invite a few volunteers to read aloud some of the Scriptures you studied. 
 
Ask, “What are some examples of God revealing His patience in Scripture? 
What are some examples of God being patient with you personally?” 
 
 
Point 1: Examine your heart. 
 
Read aloud the testimony at the beginning of the Kevin Laymon article “8 
Worship Songs God Used to Soften My Heart”: 
http://www.glorybooks.org/worship-songs-god-used-to-soften-my-heart/ 
 
Challenge learners to consider a few areas in their own hearts that seem to 
be, according to their present perspective, hardened to God’s Word. Choose 
one of the songs from the list and listen to it together. Ask, “What should we 
be doing regularly to keep our hearts softened toward God?” 
 
 
Point 2: Honesty is always best. 
 
Say something like, “We would all say that we strive to be honest and we 
want the people around us to be honest. But there are times that we feel we 
must lie to keep our relationships together or to protect ourselves.”  
 
Read some of the questions from this somewhat humorous article “ ‘Do I 
Look Fat?’ Questions that Strike Fear in the Hearts of Men”: 
http://www.eharmony.com/dating-advice/about-you/do-i-look-fat-questions-
that-strike-fear-in-the-hearts-of-men/#.V_VUf_krLs0  
 
Or feel free to make a list of your own. 
 



In light of the questions from the article, say to the group something like the 
following: “God, on the other hand, is always honest. He never softens the 
truth or holds back on what we need to hear. We can believe His answers are 
for our good and for His glory. His justice is just and all He does is based on 
His love. So when we feel convicted or judged, we can cling to His promises 
for forgiveness and restoration.” 
 
 
Conclusion: Our Message 
 
Ask, “What are some of the truths of Scripture that were confirmed in 
today’s passage?” (Answers will include: God is patient; God is honest; God 
wants us to return to Him; God is the ultimate judge; God punishes 
disobedience; there is always hope in God’s judgment; and more.)  
 
Ask, “Are you prepared to speak these truths in love to people who need to 
hear them?” (Phil. 1:9). Arrange learners into pairs, and instruct them to 
work together on how to explain to someone the truths put forth in the 
session in an honest and loving way. 
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
Many believers struggle with the fact that a loving God could punish His 
children. Remind learners that similar to how a loving parent disciplines a 
child who is disobedient, God will follow through on His judgments because 
He is perfectly holy (and also perfectly loving). God’s discipline leads us to 
repent and be reconciled with Him. 
 


