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Introduction: Discuss the meaning of “pursue.”  
 
Give each learner a large, unlined 3-by-5-inch card or a piece of heavy 
paper. Instruct them to silently ponder as you read the following questions. 
Pause generously after each: 
 

• What does it mean to pursue? 
• What do you pursue?  
• Why do we pursue things? 
• How can we know if we’re pursuing something? 

 
Instruct learners to write a description, draw something simple, or create a 
word art that portrays the word pursue. Say something to this effect: “In 
today’s lesson, we’re going to observe how God pursues His children as well 
as those who do not know Him.” 
 
 
Point 1: Study the map. 
 
Give each learner a copy of a map that contains Joppa, Nineveh, and 
Tarshish. (Feel free to use a map of preference, but here is a link to a simple 
one suitable to the lesson: 
http://www.etword.org/bs_notes/OT/jonah/L01.pdf) 
 
Discuss Jonah’s location when he got on the boat (i.e., Joppa), where God 
told him to go (i.e., Nineveh, 600 miles east of Joppa), and where Jonah 
headed (i.e., Tarshish, more than 2,000 miles west of Joppa).  
 
Ask, “Was there any chance Jonah was confused or misled?” Then state 
something akin to the following: “Share a time in your own life that you 
intentionally went the opposite way from where God had called you to go, 
whether physically or spiritually.” Instruct learners to write today’s date 
above Joppa.  
 
Say something like, “We sometimes act like Jonah, choosing to go away 
from God’s call on our lives.” Challenge them to write an instruction from 
God above Nineveh and where they are tempted to go outside of God’s will 
above Nineveh. 
 
 
 



Point 2: Compare Jonah’s speech to other great speeches. 
 
Browse through some of history’s greatest speeches. (To get started, here is 
a link to a TIME article, “Top 10 Greatest Speeches”: 
http://content.time.com/time/specials/packages/completelist/0,29569,184122
8,00.html)  
 
Be prepared to read a few lines from some famous speeches to the class. 
Engage the learners in discussing what makes a speech great, moving, 
memorable, or powerful. 
 
Then invite a volunteer to read Jonah’s “speech” in 3:4, which is recorded in 
a concise fashion in the passage. Point out that Jonah’s speech does not seem 
to have the impressive rhetoric of the great speeches of history. Then ask the 
same volunteer to read how the Ninevites responded in 3:5.  
 
Ask something like, “Knowing what we know about Jonah’s feelings toward 
the Ninevites, do you feel that he was personally convincing? What, then, 
made his speech powerful enough to turn the hearts of this great city?” 
 
Point out to learners that God is the One who makes powerful the 
presentation of the gospel or the sharing of our respective testimonies. We 
are to trust in the inherent power and authority of God’s Word to change 
people as the Holy Spirit grants ears to hear and eyes to see. Salvation is 
from the LORD (Jonah 2:9)! 
 
 
Conclusion: Saving coupons? 
 
Find and print some blank coupons: http://www.clipartkid.com/blank-
coupon-cliparts/ 
 
On one coupon write “Grace,” on another write “Mercy,” on another write 
“Love,” and on another write “Forgiveness.” Print enough coupons for each 
person in the class to have at least one.  
 
Display the four labeled coupons and say something like this: “We, like 
Jonah, know that God is full of grace, full of mercy, full of love, and ready 
to forgive. But sometimes we act as though there’s only one person who gets 
to receive His gifts, and we must make sure it’s us.” (For the sake of 
illustration, grasp the coupons tightly in your hand, as though someone were 
trying to steal them from you.)  
 
Reveal the many additional coupons and say something like, “But God is 
never-ending in these qualities. He not only has plenty of grace, mercy, love, 



and forgiveness for us and for everyone else, but He desires for us to reveal 
Him to others.”  
 
Encourage learners to consider which of these four characteristics of God 
(grace, mercy, love, and forgiveness) they struggle to show or choose not to 
show. Instruct them to write the characteristic(s) they struggle to show the 
most on a coupon. Challenge the group this week to show others what God 
is like through their outward expressions of grace, mercy, love, and 
forgiveness. 
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
Few lessons speak more to the combative, explosive world we live in. You 
may have participants who truly despise a person or a group of people. Do 
not let this become a debate; we are certain that God is love (1 John 4:7-8) 
and that His grace offers salvation to all people (Titus 2:11; cf. 1 Tim. 2:1-
6).  
 
 


