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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

UNIT 1
Session 2

Leader BIBLE STUDY

On the sixth day of creation, God created man in His own 
image. God formed the man out of dust from the ground 
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the 
man became a living creature. (Gen. 2:7) Man was set apart 
as different from the rest of God’s creation. God did not 
breathe into the animals. He skillfully formed man out of 
dust as a potter forms a pot out of clay. (See Isa. 64:8.)

God sustained the man. He planted a garden in Eden and 
put the man there to work it and keep it. (Gen. 2:8,15) 
Then God gave the man a command. God told the man, 
“You must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil.” Then God explained the consequences, “For on 
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the day you eat from it, you will certainly die” (Gen. 2:17).

Then God made woman from the man’s rib. She was a 
suitable helper for him. Both man and woman were created 
in God’s image. The first man, Adam, and the first woman, 
Eve, lived in the garden and enjoyed God’s friendship.

We know Adam and Eve did not keep the command God 
gave, and their disobedience brought sin into the world. For 
that reason, God sent His Son, Jesus—“the image of the 
invisible God” (Col. 1:15) and “the exact expression of His 
nature” (Heb. 1:3). God the Son became fully man, acting 
as the second Adam, to bring life to those who are in Him. 
(See 1 Cor. 15:45-49.)

As you teach kids this week, help them understand that 
being made in God’s image means we are made like Him, 
or patterned after Him. God does not have a physical body; 
He is Spirit, and He has given each of us a spirit. God gives 
people the ability to think and to feel emotions and to make 
choices. He gives us the ability to understand right and 
wrong.

Emphasize that God made people different than anything 
else He created. God created people in His own image 
(Gen. 1:26) and for His glory (Isa. 43:7).
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WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

BIBLE EXPRESS!

Invite kids to check 
out this week’s 
devotionals to 

discover that God 
created the first man, 
Adam, in His image. 

Order in bulk, 
subscribe quarterly, 

or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.

God Created People
Genesis 1:26–2:25

On the sixth day of creation, God made people. God 
created people differently than anything else He created. 
God created people in His very own image. God took dust 
from the ground and made a man. God breathed His very 
own breath into the man, and the man became alive. God 
made a garden in the land of Eden, and He put the man in 
the garden. God told the man to work in the garden and 
take care of it.

God provided food from the trees for the man to eat, 
and God provided a river to water the garden. Then God 
said, “You can eat from any of the trees in the garden, 
except for one.” The garden had a tree in it called the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil. God warned the man, 
“If you eat from that tree, you will die.”

Now God was not yet finished with creation. He saw the 
man and said, “It is not good for the man to be alone.”

So God decided to make a helper for the man. God 
made wild animals and birds, and the man gave names to 
all of the creatures. But none of the animals was a good 
helper for the man.

So God made the man fall fast asleep. He took one of 
the man’s ribs and created a woman. When the man saw 
the woman, he was very happy. 

The woman was a perfect helper for the man; she was 
his wife. The man’s name was Adam, and his wife’s name 
was Eve.

God gave Adam and Eve good things. He put them in 
charge of the animals and provided everything they needed. 
God looked at everything He had made, and it was very 

good. God had done everything He planned to do. So on 
the seventh day of creation, God rested from His work.

Christ Connection: God created people in His own image. 
Adam was like God in some ways, but he was not a perfect 
representation of God. God sent His Son, Jesus, to show us 
exactly what God is like. (Colossians 1:15) Jesus is the perfect 
representation of God because He is God. (Hebrews 1:3)

The BIBLE STORY
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Small Group OPENING
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BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create the world? God created the 

world and everything in it for His glory.

Each pair should decide which partner will lead first.
The lead player will begin making a slow motion. For 

example, raising an arm or turning a foot. The second 
partner should reflect her partner’s actions, as if the lead is 
looking into a mirror. After some practice, the lead player 
may make faster movements. Challenge the second partner 
to keep up! Then allow partners to switch roles.
SAY • When you look into a mirror, you see your reflection. 

Your reflection is an image or picture of you. Did 
you know that the Bible says you were created in 
God’s image? When God made people, He made 
them like Himself in some ways. We’ll learn more 
about that during today’s Bible story.

OPTION 2: Clay formations
Give each kid a fist-sized lump of clay. Encourage them to 
knead the clay and form something out of it. Suggest kids 
form an animal or a person.

Give each kid a chance to show his creation to the rest of 
the group and explain what he made.
SAY • Those are some very neat creations! Now I want you 

to do something. Listen carefully! Everyone take a 
deep breath, and then blow on your clay. [Pause while 
kids blow.] Did anything happen? If you formed a 
person, did your clay turn into a living, breathing 
person? No? Well, today we are going to hear a story 
from the Bible about how God created the first man 
and breathed life into him!

Transition to large group

• clay or play dough

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. As kids arrive, invite them to look 
in a mirror and tell you one thing they like about their 
appearance. Encourage hesitant kids by saying, “I really like 
your hair,” or “You have a great smile!”
SAY • Every one of you is so special. Do you know why? 

Because God made you!

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Day Six! Crossword” on the 
activity page. Lead kids to share what they know about the 
key words. (Words: Adam, dust, Eve, garden, helper, people, 
rib, sixth)
SAY • Today’s Bible story is about two people in a garden. 

Let’s find out what the rest of these words have to do 
with our Bible story.

Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Partner reflections
Guide each kid to find a partner. Instruct pairs to spread 
out in the room. Each kid should stand, facing her partner. 

• non-breaking hand 
mirror

• “Day Six! Crossword” 
activity page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers

LOW PREP
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Giant timeline (1 minute)

LEADER • Well, think on that while we get started with 
today’s Bible story. Let’s see where we are on our 
giant timeline. Last week, we learned about the 
things God made during the first five days of 
creation. God saved His most special creation for 
last. On the sixth day, “God Created People.”

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Does anyone remember our big picture question? 
Why did God create the world? God had a reason 
for making plants and animals and oceans; do you 
think He had a reason for making people? Let’s find 
out. Listen carefully to the Bible story.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Genesis 1:26–2:25. Tell the Bible story 
in your own words, or show the Bible story video “God 
Created People.”
LEADER • When God made people, He made them in 

a special way. God made people different from 
everything else that He created. Do you know what 
makes us different than the rest of creation? That’s 
right. God created people in His own image; God 
created them male and female.

Being made in God’s image means that we are 
like God in some ways. God gives us the ability to 
love and to be patient and to enjoy things that are 
beautiful. He gives us wisdom so we can choose 
what is best; God always does what is best! And He 
gives us knowledge. We can know some things, but 
God knows everything!

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “God Created People” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Main Point Poster

Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as large group time begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Large Group Leader enters carrying a backpack, a pair of 
utility work gloves, and a Bible.]
LEADER • Hey, everyone! I sure am glad to see you. I am 

just about all set to take off in my hot air balloon. 
I’m just running into one little problem. Flying a 
hot air balloon is a lot of work! I certainly can’t do it 
alone. First, you have to adjust the burners to heat 
up the air in the envelope … that’s the technical 
term for the big balloon part. When the air gets hot 
enough, it lifts off the ground! Did you know that 
hot air is lighter than cool air?

Anyway, that is just the takeoff part. You can’t 
really steer a hot air balloon, but you can adjust the 
heat to make it go up and down. Turning up the 
burner makes the balloon go up, and turning down 
the burner makes the balloon go down. Up, down, 
up, down. I could really use a helper to make this 
trip a success! Do you know of any good helpers? 

• countdown video

• leader attire
• backpack
• Bible

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: God Created People
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 1:26–2:25
MAIN POINT: God created people in His own image; God created them male 

and female.
UNIT KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 8:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create the world? God created the 

world and everything in it for His glory.
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Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • If God created the world and everything in it 
for His glory, then we should praise Him! Will you 
sing with me?

Sing together “All Creatures of Our God and King (He Is 
Our Gain).” Invite kids to wave their hands in the air when 
they sing “Alleluia!”

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together 1 Corinthians 8:6. Review the hand motions from 
the previous session. Then demonstrate hand motions to 
help boys and girls memorize the second part of the verse. 

• one Lord—Hold up your index finger.
• Jesus Christ—Touch the tip of the middle finger of 
your right hand to the center of the palm of your 
left hand. Then touch the tip of the middle finger of 
your left hand into the palm of your right hand.

• all things—Point around as if pointing to all things.
• we exist—Stand tall and point to yourself.

Sing together “There Is Only One.”

Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 

LEADER • God made us all in His image, but we aren’t all 
exactly the same. Have you ever met someone who 
was different than you? I mean very different?

Show the “Unit 1, Session 2” discussion starter video. Lead 
kids to talk about why they might hesitate to be friends 
with someone who is different from them.
LEADER • What are some ways you can respect others at 

school, home, church, or in your neighborhood?
God created people—all people, both male and 

• “All Creatures of Our 
God and King (He Is 
Our Gain)” song

• Key Passage Poster
• “There Is Only One” 

song

• “Unit 1, Session 2” 
discussion starter 
video

Ask the following review questions:
1. Why did God create the world? God created the 

world and everything in it for His glory.
2. On what day did God make people? (sixth day of 

creation, Gen. 1:26-31)
3. In whose image did God create people? (God created 

people in His own image. God created them male 
and female; Gen. 1:27)

4. What did God use to make the man? (dust from the 
ground, Gen. 2:7)

5. Where did God put the man to live? (in the garden of 
Eden, Gen. 2:8)

6. What job did God give the man? (to work in the 
garden and take care of it, Gen. 2:15)

7. What warning did God give the man? (He could eat 
from any of the trees in the garden, except for one, the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil; Gen. 2:16-17)

8. Why did God make a helper for the man? (God said 
it was not good for the man to be alone, Gen. 2:18)

9. What did God use to make the woman? (one of the 
man’s ribs, Gen. 2:21-22)

10. Was the man exactly like God? (no)
11.  Who shows us exactly what God is like? (God’s Son, 

Jesus; Col. 1:15; Heb. 1:3)

The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me (optional)

Use Scripture and the guide provided with this session to 
explain to boys and girls how to become a Christian. Assign 
individuals to meet with kids who have more questions.

Encourage boys and girls to ask their parents, small 
group leaders, or other Christian adults any questions they 
may have about becoming a Christian.
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read Genesis 
1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud and 
explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:19.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.

female—in His own image. Everyone deserves to be 
treated with respect.

Prayer (2 minutes)
Call on two or three volunteers to share something they 
would like to thank God for. Include thanks for these things 
when you pray.
LEADER • Father God, You made all things, and we give 

You glory! Everything You made shows how awesome 
You are. Thank You for giving us interesting animals 
and beautiful sunsets to enjoy. Thank You for making 
people. We know that every person is special because 
he or she is made in Your image. Most of all, thank 
You for Jesus, who shows us exactly what You are like 
because He is Your Son. We love You, Lord. Amen.

Dismiss to small groups
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Small Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: God Created People
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 1:26–2:25
MAIN POINT: God created people in His own image; God created them male 

and female.
UNIT KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 8:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create the world? God created the 

world and everything in it for His glory.

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Guide kids to sit in a circle. Begin a slow pat-pat-clap-clap-
pat-pat-clap rhythm as you review the days of creation 
rhyme from the previous session.

“God created on Day 1
He made light where there was none.

God created on Day 2
Space called sky, the sky so blue.

God created on Day 3
Earth and seas and plants and trees.

God created on Day 4
Sun and moon and stars galore!

God created on Day 5
Fish to swim and birds to fly.”

Now introduce two more verses to include details from 
today’s Bible story:

“God created on Day 6
Man and woman in the mix.

On Day 7, God did rest
His creation is the best!”

Say the rhyme again, encouraging kids to repeat after you 
for each day of creation. If kids master the rhyme, challenge 
them by leading, “God created on Day … ” and then call 
out a number between 1 and 6. Kids should finish the 
rhyme with the correct phrase. 
SAY • Great job, everyone! We know that on the sixth day, 

God created people. He made a man and a woman—
Adam and Eve—and He made them different from 

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Poster

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Write the words of the key passage on separate index cards. 
Form two groups. Instruct one group to line up single file 
behind an empty trash can. Give the first player in line a 
paper wad or small foam ball.

Guide the second group to gather around a table or form 
a circle on the floor. Give the group the key passage cards. 
Explain the instructions for the game:

1. When you say go, the second group will work 
together to arrange the key passage cards in order.

2. While the second group works, players in the first 
group will take turns shooting baskets. Players should 
try to make as many baskets as they can before the 
other group finishes arranging the cards.

3. When the second group finishes, call for everyone 
to freeze. Lead the group to read the verse aloud. (If 
the key passage is not arranged correctly, instruct 
the group to try again while the first team continues 
shooting baskets.)

4. If the key passage is correct, note how many baskets 
the first group made.

5. Guide the teams to switch roles and play again. See 
which team can score the most baskets.

• Key Passage Poster
• index cards
• marker
• empty trash can
• paper wad or foam ball
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OPTION 2: Shadow pictures
Choose a volunteer and demonstrate how to make a shadow 
picture. Guide the kid to sit or stand sideways next to a 
wall. Position a bright lamp or flashlight several feet away so 
the shadow of the kid’s head and neck is sharp on the wall. 
If necessary, dim other lights in the room.

Tape a piece of white paper where the shadow falls. Use 
a pencil to trace the outline of the shadow. Lightly glue the 
black construction paper to the back and the kid can cut 
around the outline. Mount the shadow on another piece of 
white construction paper. The kid can use colored pencils to 
write his name next to his shadow. 

Assist each kid in making a shadow picture or provide 
supplies for kids to work together in small groups.
SAY • God created people in His own image; God created 

them male and female. We aren’t exactly like God, 
but we are like Him in some ways—like a shadow. 
We have knowledge, wisdom, and love like God. 
God sent His Son, Jesus, to show us exactly what 
God is like. Jesus is the perfect representation of God 
because He is God.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Give each kid the journal page and a pencil. Remind kids 
that God created the world and everything in it for His 
glory. Prompt kids to list ways they could use their unique 
qualities to bring God glory. Or suggest kids write a short 
prayer, thanking God for creating them in His own image.

As time allows, lead kids to complete “In His Image” 
on the activity page. Encourage kids to draw pictures of 
themselves. Consider providing small mirrors for kids to 
draw a self-portrait.

• black and white
construction paper

• bright lamps or
flashlights

• colored pencils
• scissors
• tape
• glue

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.

• pencils
• Journal Page
• “In His Image” activity

page, 1 per kid
• markers or colored

pencils
• small mirrors (optional)

anything else He created. God created people in His 
own image; God created them male and female.

Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Guess who?
Form two teams. Choose a contestant from each team to 
join you at the front of the room. Guide the rest of the 
players to stand with their groups. Instruct each contestant 
to secretly choose a player from the opposing team. They 
should whisper to you the name of the player.

Play begins by contestant 1 asking a yes-or-no question 
about the mystery player. Any yes-or-no question about the 
person’s physical appearance is allowed. For example, “Is my 
person a girl?” or “Does my person have brown hair?” Any 
players not matching the description should sit down.

Then contestant 2 asks a question. A contestant may 
guess the mystery player on his turn. If correct, his team 
wins. If incorrect, the player he guessed sits down and the 
other contestant has a turn. The first to guess correctly wins.
SAY • You figured out the mystery player by his or her 

physical appearance. How can every person be made 
in God’s image if we all look so different?

God does not have a physical body. God created 
people in His own image; God created them male 
and female. That means we are like God in some 
ways—not in the way we look, but in some of our 
characteristics such as knowledge, wisdom, love, 
patience, and so forth. Adam was like God in some 
ways, but he was not a perfect representation of 
God. God sent His Son, Jesus, to show us exactly 
what God is like. Jesus is the perfect representation 
of God because He is God.

LOW PREP

Option: Review 
the gospel with 
boys and girls. 
Explain that kids are 
welcome to speak 
with you or another 
teacher if they have 
questions.
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