
The Gospel Project for Adults, Summer 2016 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults for Session 9 
 
Introduction: Open with a game. 
 
Take 10 strips of paper. On each strip, write the name of a prominent 
building in your town. Arrange your members into two teams and ask for 
one volunteer to be the spokesperson for each team. Each team gets 30 
seconds to guess as many buildings as possible. The spokesperson can use 
only his or her mouth—no hand gestures.  
 
After the game, point out some key phrases that helped the teams choose the 
correct buildings: “You do this here,” “This is named for so-and-so,” etc.  
 
Then say something like this: “The building we’re going to study had 
significance and worth to the Israelites unlike any building we have today. It 
stood not just for a nation or an ideal but for the God who defined them.” 
 
 
Point 1: Consider the greatness of God. 
 
Show the clip “How Will History Remember You?” from The Emperor’s 
Club: http://www.wingclips.com/movie-clips/the-emperors-club/how-will-
history-remember-you (2 minutes, 47 seconds). Invite volunteers to discuss 
historical figures and why we remember them. 
 
Say something like this: “More than the famous—or forgotten—men 
mentioned in this movie clip, Solomon was preparing to build a temple to 
Yahweh God. No just a thinker. Not just a warrior. He was the Eternal One, 
Almighty, All-knowing, Creator of all. This temple wasn’t just an act of 
honor; it was to be the focus of the Israelites’ worship, lives, and 
remembrance.”  
 
Challenge learners to consider not just getting up and ‘going to church’ but 
actually contemplating the character of God before entering a place for 
worship. Commit as a class to fully prepare, spiritually and mentally, to meet 
with God, not just to ‘go to church.’ 
 
 
Point 2: Analyze God’s presence. 
 
Invite learners to consider the many different ways they can communicate 
electronically: email, social media, texting, calling, and video chatting. Ask, 
“Are some of these more personal than others? How is electronic 
communication different from face-to-face, real-life interaction?”  
 



Point out that God’s presence dwelled in His temple; the Israelites would 
never forget Him or His promises or His character because He was before 
them continually. Read 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 aloud, inviting volunteers to 
share how we should through our physical bodies reveal the presence of 
God. 
 
 
Conclusion: Perform an object lesson. 
 
Bring several lunch-sized paper bags, a permanent marker, and 10 index 
cards. Write “temple” on one paper bag and set it so the class can all see. 
Ask volunteers to say aloud some of the characteristics of God that would be 
observed in the temple (e.g., holiness, power, immanence, longsuffering, 
mercy, etc.).  
 
As they mention the words, write them on the index cards and put them in 
the “temple” bag. After all cards have been put inside the bag, say something 
along the lines of the following statement: “This is what the temple was: a 
physical representation of God for His people.” 
 
Take out another paper bag and label it “Christ.” Pour all the index cards 
into the Christ bag and say something like the following: “All that the 
temple revealed about God also applies to His Son, Christ, who was also a 
representation of God—God incarnate.” 
 
Take out one more paper bag and label it “church.” Again, pour all the index 
cards into this bag. Say, “We, as God’s chosen people, are now filled with 
His Spirit and are representations to the world of who He is.” Give each 
learner a paper bag to take home, challenging them to put it somewhere as a 
reminder of their purpose to represent God to the world. 
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
Just because a person doesn’t share aloud does not mean he or she is not 
listening or learning. Provide opportunities for learners to reflect on the 
truths of each lesson individually or in pairs, giving everyone an opportunity 
to internalize what they are hearing. 
 


