
The Gospel Project for Adults, Summer 2016 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults for Session 7 
 
Introduction: Focus on the title’s implications. 
 
Ask, “When was the last time you made an elaborate plan to get something 
you desperately needed? When was the last time you simply asked first?” 
 
Show the clip “You Just Asked For It?” from the movie The Bourne Identity. 
The clip is available at http://www.wingclips.com/movie-clips/the-bourne-
identity/you-just-asked-for-it (2 minutes, 12 seconds). Then read aloud the 
last phrase from James 4:2, “You do not have because you do not ask.”  
 
Give time for the group to sit in silence while considering the question 
“What do you need to ask God to give you?”  
 
Transition with prayer, inviting the Holy Spirit to stir in us the desire to ask 
for the things He has for us. 
 
 
Point 1: Apply the passage. 
 
Instruct learners to group into pairs and provide each pair with a piece of 
paper. Give each pair exactly one minute to write every challenging aspect 
of their lives (i.e., generalities are fine: kids, job, etc.)  
 
After the minute is up, instruct the pair to choose five of those challenges 
and draw a star next to it. Ask, “If you had more wisdom in that area, how 
would that challenge look different?” Provide time for pairs to share their 
answers. 
 
Encourage learners to understand that Solomon demonstrated wisdom by 
asking for wisdom. Likewise, we need wisdom in every area of our lives. 
 
 
Point 2: Seeing the need in our daily lives. 
 
Before class, do an Internet search of quotes on giving advice. Jot down 
some of the best. Read these aloud to learners. Ask, “How often are you 
asked advice? Who asks for your advice? What is your source of wisdom 
when you give advice?”  
 
Point out that Solomon did not make a flippant decision when deciding the 
fate of the baby; he used the wisdom God gave him to make the best 
decision for all involved.  
 



As a group, discuss the implications of using God’s wisdom in giving advice 
to others. Discuss the fact that God is glorified when we give advice based 
on His wisdom. 
 
 
Conclusion: Challenge with application.  
 
Read James 1:5, “Now if any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who 
gives to all generously and without criticizing, and it will be given to him.”  
 
Invite each learner to pray silently for wisdom in his or her own life, not just 
for specific situations but also for every situation. Then instruct learners to 
pray for God’s wisdom in the lives of the people sitting beside them. Finally, 
pray aloud for not just individual wisdom but also collective wisdom for 
your group and your church. Pray that God would be glorified through the 
wisdom He gives. 
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
Don’t just teach this lesson; do it. For one day, ask God for wisdom before 
every single decision: before calling a person; before performing a task at 
work; before dealing with your children. Trust God to give you wisdom and 
be ready to share what you learned with the class. 
 


