
SESSION 12

ONE CONVERSATION

Use the following thoughts and questions to have one spiritual conversation. You can pick and choose, use them all or just allow the statement 
to be your guide. The emphasis shouldn’t be about having all the answers, but simply having a conversation.

Scripture
Job 1:6-12,20-22; 16:1-5,18-22; 40:1-5; 42:7-9

1. Opening Statement
Begin your conversation by asking about this main point:

God may not always explain the reason for our suffering, but He does always draw near to comfort us when we suffer. 
This main point is the biblical truth the student’s study was built around. Each week there will be one statement that ties the whole 
study together. These would be great statements to remember together. The hope is that thoughts and ideas will stem from these 
statements. You can also begin by sharing a thought of your own that you learned during your study of the same session. Ask what 
thoughts were surprising as the study was taught.

2. Thought From the Study
But what we learn from Job—who asked lots of questions—is that what we need most in times of suffering is God. We need His 
presence, His voice, and His nearness when we are suffering. The greatest thing God can give us when we suffer is more of Himself. 

If nothing else, Job learned that suffering reminds us that we are not God. Suffering has a way of humbling us and reminding us 
that we don’t have control over our lives. Job also learned that even though suffering is often beyond our control, God comes near to 
us during those times.

 Y How is God different from us? How is His view different than ours? What is the problem with our point of view?

3. Quote for Discussion
Discuss this quote together. How does this change your understanding of a relationship with Jesus?

“The picture of God in the Bible is of One who suffers, and when the mask is torn off life and we see all its profound and 
vast misery, the suffering, sorrowing God is the only One who does not mock us.” – Oswald Chambers

4. Conversation Questions
Use these questions to begin thinking through and applying the lessons to your family life: 

1.  What are some ways our family typically responds to suffering? 
2.  How can our family view suffering differently, in light of God’s purpose for it, the next time we experience a 

difficult situation?
3.  In what ways did this passage remind us that God is God and we are not? 
4. How would a greater understanding of the power and character of God help our family when we are hurting?


