
Use Week of:

1
Jesus’ Triumphal Entry

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 21:1-17; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-44; 
John 12:12-19

MAIN POINT: People welcomed Jesus to Jerusalem as their King.
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 24:5-6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who saves us from our sin? Only Jesus saves us 

from sin.

• Countdown

• Introduce the session (2 min.)

• Giant Timeline (1 min.)

• Big picture question (1 min.)

• Tell the Bible story (10 min.)

• The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me (option)

• Group demonstration (5 min.)

• Sing and Offering (3–12 min.)

• Review (4 min.)

• Key Passage (5 min.)

• Group game (5-10 min.)

• Missions (6 min.)

• Announcements (2 min.)

• Prayer (2 min.)

• Additional idea 

Unit 8
Session 1

KIDS 
WORSHIP 

Leader BIBLE STUDY

The Sunday before Easter is Palm Sunday—the day Jesus 
entered Jerusalem as the King of kings the week of Passover. 
Many of God’s people traveled to Jerusalem for Passover. 
Jesus and His disciples traveled to Jerusalem as well. Near 
Bethphage (BETH fayj) and Bethany near the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples ahead into a village.
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.

1

Jesus told them, “You will find a young donkey tied there. 
No one has ever sat on it. Untie it and bring it here. If 
anyone says to you ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord 
needs it.’” Jesus would fulfill Zechariah’s prophecy: “Look, 
your King is coming to you, gentle, and mounted on a 
donkey.” (Zech. 9:9)

Jesus made a spectacular entrance into the city. He rode a 
donkey, and people laid branches and their robes on the 
ground in front of Him. The people welcoming Jesus into 
Jerusalem believed He was the promised Messiah, but they 
expected Him to overthrow Roman oppression and set up 
an earthly throne. Jesus sent a different message.

The next day, Jesus entered the temple and turned over the 
tables of the money changers and those selling doves. Jesus 
referred to Isaiah 56:7, declaring that His kingship would 
not just be over the Jews but over all people. While Jesus 
was in the temple, He healed the blind and the lame. Jesus’ 
actions declared, “I am not just your King; I am also your 
God” (Isa. 35:4-6).

Finally, the priests and the scribes heard the children in the 
temple worshiping Jesus as their King. “Do You hear what 
these children are saying?” they asked. Jesus replied, quoting 
Psalm 8:2: “Have you never read: You have prepared praise 
from the mouths of children and nursing infants?” Jesus 
gladly received their praise because He was worthy of their 
praise.

As you prepare for and celebrate Easter, help kids connect 
the dots between God’s promises of a Messiah and Jesus’ 
coming. Help them understand why Jesus came: to save the 
world from sin!
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Jesus’ Triumphal Entry
Matthew 21:1-17; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-44; 

John 12:12-19

It was time for the Israelites to celebrate Passover. 
Many Israelites had traveled to Jerusalem to remember what 
God had done when He rescued His people from slavery in 
Egypt.

Jesus and His disciples traveled to Jerusalem, too. 
When they neared Bethphage (BETH fayj) and Bethany 
near the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of His disciples 
ahead into a village. “As soon as you enter the village,” 
Jesus told them, “you will find a young donkey tied 
there. No one has ever sat on it. Untie it and bring it here. 
If anyone says to you ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The 
Lord needs it.’”

The disciples did as Jesus asked. As they untied the 
donkey, its owners said to them, “Why are you untying 
the donkey?” “The Lord needs it,” they said. Then they 
brought the donkey to Jesus, threw their robes onto the 
donkey, and helped Jesus get on it. People spread their 
robes along the road, and others spread palm branches 
cut from the fields.

The whole crowd of the disciples praised God with 
a loud voice for all the miracles they had seen. “The 
King who comes in the name of the Lord is the blessed 
One. Peace in heaven and glory in the highest heaven! 
Hosanna!” The word hosanna means “save now.” The 
people knew Jesus was their promised King, and they hoped 
He would save them from Rome.

Some of the religious leaders said, “Teacher, tell your 
disciples to be quiet!” Jesus answered, “If they did not praise 

The BIBLE STORY
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Me, the rocks would praise Me!”
The next day, Jesus went to the temple complex in 

Jerusalem and drove out everyone buying and selling in 
the temple. He quoted the prophet Isaiah and said, “My 
house will be called a house of prayer for all nations. But 
you are making it into a den of thieves!”

While Jesus was in the temple complex, people who 
were blind and people who were lame came to Him. The 
blind and lame were not allowed to worship in the temple. 
Jesus healed them.

Other religious leaders saw Jesus’ miracles and heard 
the children saying, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” or 
“Our king is here!” They were angry and asked Jesus, 
“Do you hear what these children are saying? They are 
saying you are a king!”

“Yes,” Jesus replied. “The Psalmist said: You have 
prepared praise from the mouths of children and nursing 
infants.’ ”

Jesus left them and went to the town of Bethany to 
spend the night.

Christ Connection: During Jesus’ triumphal entry, the 
people welcomed Him as King. Jesus was the Messiah spoken 
about by the prophet Zechariah: “Look, your King is coming 
to you; He is righteous and victorious, humble and riding on a 
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey” (Zechariah 9:9). One 
day, Jesus will return to earth on a white horse as King over 
everything. (Revelation 19:11)
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Kids Worship LEADER

SUGGESTED THEME DECORATING IDEAS: Add Easter 
elements to your current petting zoo theme. You may also 
use the theme background slide to enhance the worship 
experience.

Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as worship time begins. 

Introduce the session (2 min.)
[Paige enters dressed in khaki pants, a solid-colored polo shirt, a 
cargo vest, and a name tag.]
PAIGE • Good morning, everyone! Isn’t today a wonderful 

day? Do you know why today is so special? [Wait for 
responses.] Yep! It’s Palm Sunday! Did you know that, 
Spencer? [Look around for Spencer.] Wait, where is 
Spencer? Is he running late again?

[Spencer rushes into the room in similar attire, a bit out of 
breath.]
SPENCER • Here I am, Paige! I’m sorry that I am late! I 

wanted to make sure that I tied up my donkey reallll 
[emphasizing the word] tight before I came inside.

• • room decorations
• Theme Background 

Slide (optional)

• countdown video

• leader attire

Leader Insight: 
Paige and Spencer 
work at a petting 
zoo. Paige is serious, 
but Spencer can be 
a little flighty.

SESSION TITLE: Jesus’ Triumphal Entry
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 21:1-17; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-44; 

John 12:12-19
MAIN POINT: People welcomed Jesus to Jerusalem as their King.
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 24:5-6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who saves us from our sin? Only Jesus saves us 

from sin.

82 Kids Worship Guide
Unit 8 • Session 1



PAIGE • Well, that’s very important. You don’t want your 
donkey to get loose. [Pause as the idea of Spencer 
having a donkey catches up to you.] Wait, what? Your 
donkey? You have a donkey outside?

SPENCER • Sure, doesn’t everyone have a donkey?
PAIGE • Uh, no. In fact, most people don’t have donkeys. 

[to kids] Did anyone else ride here today on the back 
of a donkey? [Wait for responses.]

SPENCER • I didn’t ride here on my donkey, Paige. He sat 
in the backseat of the van, wearing his seatbelt of 
course. Seatbelts are very important. 

PAIGE • [shakes her head in confusion] You let your donkey 
sit in the back of your van? How on earth did it fit?

SPENCER • Oh, it wasn’t hard at all. I just opened the 
sliding van door, put the donkey in the back seat, 
made sure his seatbelt was fastened, and then I sat in 
my chair and put on my seatbelt and then closed the 
van door. [matter of factly] I don’t know why you’re 
making such a big deal about this.

PAIGE • Spencer, how big exactly is your donkey?
SPENCER • [Hold your hands up about one foot wide and one 

foot tall.] Standard size, I would think.
PAIGE • Spencer, is your donkey a stuffed donkey?
SPENCER • Well yeah, Paige! Did you think I’d be able to fit 

an entire donkey in a van? That’s crazy! [to kids]
PAIGE • Remind me to ask you later why you needed to tie 

up a stuffed donkey, OK? [to kids] In our Bible story 
today, we’re going to learn that Jesus rode a donkey 
to Jerusalem just before Passover.

SPENCER • Hmm. I thought Jesus usually traveled on foot 
with His disciples. Why did He ride a donkey into 
Jerusalem?
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Giant Timeline (1 min.)
PAIGE • Well, Jesus was traveling to Jerusalem to celebrate 

Passover. Can anyone tell me why the Israelites 
celebrated Passover? [Allow kids to respond.] That’s 
right! Passover was a special feast to celebrate the 
night when God delivered His people from Egypt. 
[Point to the Exodus stories on the timeline.] God 
passed over the Israelites’ houses with a lamb’s blood 
over the doorposts and He kept the firstborn sons of 
Israel safe during the last plague.

The Jews had to travel to Jerusalem to celebrate 
Passover. As Jesus and His disciples neared the 
city, Jesus told two of His disciples to bring Him a 
donkey to ride. Jesus’ disciples put their coats on the 
back of the donkey so that Jesus could sit and ride 
the donkey into Jerusalem.

SPENCER • That was really nice of them!
PAIGE •  Yep, it sure was! And when Jesus came riding into 

town, everyone began placing their coats and palm 
branches before Jesus’ donkey. They started yelling, 
“Hosanna!” Do you know what hosanna means?  

Big picture question (1 min.)
SPENCER • Ooo ooo, I know this one! Hosanna means 

“save now.” I am a little bit confused, though, about 
what the people needed Jesus to save them from.

PAIGE • Actually, Spencer, you’ve stumbled onto our big 
picture question for the next two weeks. Who saves 
us from our sin? Think about that question as we 
listen to our Bible story.

Tell the Bible story (10 min.)
Open your Bible to either Matthew 21:1-17; Mark 11:1-11; 
Luke 19:28-44; or John 12:12-19. Tell the Bible story in 

• Giant Timeline

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• “Jesus’ Crucifixion 

and Resurrection” 
video (optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
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your own words, using the script provided, or watch the 
Bible story video “Jesus’ Triumphal Entry.”
SPENCER • Everyone sure was excited to see Jesus enter 

Jerusalem, weren’t they? The crowd of people 
worshiping Jesus probably sounded like a parade or 
the return of a king from battle. Since the city was 
crowded with people who had come to celebrate 
Passover that week, tons of people welcomed Jesus 
to Jerusalem as their King!

PAIGE • Not everyone welcomed Jesus as their King though. 
When the religious leaders heard people worshiping 
Jesus, they were angry. They wanted Jesus to silence 
the crowds, but what did Jesus say? [Invite kids to 
respond.] That’s right! Jesus said that if His disciples 
didn’t praise Him, the rocks would!

Jesus was fulfilling the prophecy that Zechariah 
the prophet told about hundreds of years earlier: 
“Look, your King is coming to you; He is righteous 
and victorious, humble and riding on a donkey, on a 
colt, the foal of a donkey.” (Zechariah 9:9) One day, 
Jesus will return to earth on a white horse as King 
over everything. [See Rev. 19:11.]

SPENCER • Hmm. I think I know the answer to our big 
picture question and answer. Who saves us from our 
sin? Only Jesus saves us from sin.

The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me (option)
PAIGE • People welcomed Jesus to Jerusalem as their 

King, but they didn’t understand what kind of king 
He was. They believed that Jesus was going to fight 
against Rome and free them. That’s not why Jesus 
came to earth.

SPENCER • Jesus came to earth to live a perfectly sinless life, 
die on the cross to take the punishment we deserve, 

• Bibles

Tip: Provide I’m a 
Christian Now for 
new Christians to 
take home and 
complete with their 
families.
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and rise again to give us new life when we trust in 
Him. One day, Jesus will return for His people and 
then He will rule over everything as King.

Use your Bible and the guide provided to explain how to 
become a Christian. Encourage kids to ask their parents 
or other adults any questions they have about becoming a 
Christian. Anytime you share how to become a Christian in 
a large group environment, try to have counselors available 
to meet one-on-one with kids. Make sure kids know whom 
they can talk to and when they can talk.

Group demonstration (5 min.)
PAIGE • One of the most amazing things about Jesus is that 

if we confess our sins, all of our sin is forgiven. We 
are declared righteous, just like Jesus!

SPENCER • That’s so true, Paige. The Bible says God casts 
out our sins as far as the east is from the west. [See 
Ps. 103:12.] Since you can go “east” forever, that’s 
pretty far! It’s forever away from the west!

PAIGE • Hey, I have an idea. Let’s demonstrate how God 
throws our sins away. OK, Spencer, grab a piece 
of paper and write down one word that represents 
something that you have done wrong that you need 
to ask God for forgiveness. It can be any word, 
initials, or even a picture. 

SPENCER • OK, let me think. Well, I did argue with my 
sister the other day. I got really mad at her and said 
some really mean things. Is that a good example?

PAIGE • Yes, that’s a great example. Right that down.
SPENCER • Hold on. [Write down the word sister.] OK.
PAIGE • Now crumple up the piece of paper and throw it 

away in this trash can.
SPENCER • Like this? [Crumple up the piece of paper and 

throw it in the trash.]

• paper
• pencils or markers
• trash cans, 2

Tip: Shred the 
paper balls after the 
session so no one 
reads them.
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PAIGE • Yes! Well, almost. [Invite an adult to remove the can 
from the room.] Now we’re getting there. Although 
someone would need to carry that can away forever 
to match what God does with our sin.

Why don’t you guys try? Everyone, get a piece of 
paper and pencil. [Give kids pencils and paper.] 

Now, let’s do what Spencer did. Write down either 
a word, or even a single letter, that you know you 
did wrong and need to ask God for forgiveness. 
Don’t show it to anyone. It’s just for you and God. 
[Pause while the kids write down their word.] Now, 
crumple it up and let’s throw those sins away! [The 
adult helper will remove the can from the room.]

SPENCER • Man, when I think about all the wrong things 
I have done in my life, I would need a million pieces 
of paper to write them all down. Because Jesus died 
on the cross and rose again, I can be forgiven of each 
and every one of those sins when I turn away from 
sin and trust in Jesus.

PAIGE • And it isn’t just sin in the past, Spencer. When we 
trust in Jesus, all of our future sin is forgiven as well!

Sing and offering (3-12 min.)
SPENCER • That makes me want to sing!
Sing “Alive Forever.” Choose other songs as time allows.
Song suggestions: 

• “Alive Forever” song (unit theme)
• “Jesus, Come Lead Us” song
• “Savior of the World” song
• “We Stand Forgiven” song
• “Our God Is Alive” song

Review (4 min.)
PAIGE • We have learned so much today! Don’t you think 

• “Alive Forever” song 
and other songs of 
your choice
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so, Spencer? 
SPENCER • I know that I certainly have. What about you 

guys? See if you can answer these super tricky review 
questions.

1. Why was Jesus coming to Jerusalem? (to celebrate 
the Passover)

2. What type of animal did Jesus tell His disciples 
to get for Him to ride into Jerusalem? (a donkey, 
Matt. 21:1-2)

3. When Jesus came riding into the city, what were 
the people carry? (palm branches, John 12:12-13)

4. What were the people shouting to Jesus as He rode 
into the city? (Hosanna, Mark 11:8-9)

5. Who saves us from our sin? Only Jesus saves us 
from sin.

Key Passage (5 min.)
PAIGE • Spencer, these kids are smart! Don’t you think so?
SPENCER • I do! They know so much about Jesus and Palm 

Sunday. I can’t wait to talk about Easter next week. 
PAIGE • Me, too! Even though today is very important, next 

week is the reason why we can say that Jesus saves us 
from our sin.

SPENCER • What do you mean, Paige?
PAIGE • Well, next week we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection. 

Our key passage reminds us that Jesus is not dead. 
He has risen! Hey, that reminds me of a fun game to 
help us remember our key passage.

Show kids the key passage, Luke 24:5-6, on the key passage 
poster or slide. Invite kids to read the key passage with you 
twice. Then guide kids to spread out and lay down on the 
floor with their eyes closed. Kids should try to say as much 
of the key passage as they can with their eyes closed. If 
they need to peek, they can sit up and open their eyes as if 

• Key Passage Poster
• “Resurrected” song
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they’ve been resurrected. Sing the key passage song.

Group game (10 min.)
TRIUMPHAL ENTRY RELAY

PAIGE • Hey, do you kids want to play a game to celebrate 
Palm Sunday? 

SPENCER • Do we get to see who can eat a chocolate bar 
the fastest? ‘Cause I’m really, really fast!

PAIGE • Oh, Spencer, you and your chocolate! No, let’s play 
a game to remind us of Jesus’ triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem 

Before class, gather two coats or jackets and palm branches. 
The palm branches can be real, artificial, or cut out of green 
construction paper. Form two teams of kids and invite the 
teams to line up single file on one side of the room. Explain 
that when you say go, the first kid in each line will run to 
the coat, put it on, grab the palm branch, and wave it in 
the air as she shouts “Hosanna!” Then she will set down 
the palm branch, remove the coat, and run back to tag the 
next kid in line. Play until each kid has put on the coat and 
shouted hosanna. The first team to complete the relay wins.
SPENCER • Great job, kids! Now whenever I see a palm 

branch, a coat, or even a donkey, I will remember 
what Jesus did for me on the cross. 

PAIGE • That’s awesome, Spencer! We need to remember 
that only Jesus saves us from sin. More importantly, 
though, we need to tell others about Jesus!

Missions (6 min.)
PAIGE • That’s something people all around the world need 

to know. Check out this video.
Show the missions video “Just a Regular Kid.”
SPENCER • It must be exciting to be a missionary kid like 

Avery and be used by God to tell people about Jesus! 

• jackets or coats, 2
• artificial or real 

palm branches, 2

• “Just a Regular Kid” 
missions video
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PAIGE • I’m sure it is, Spencer. But remember that Avery is 
just a regular kid, just like all the kids in this room. 
God is using Avery and his family in another country 
and we should pray for them and be grateful for 
them, but God also wants to use us right here where 
we are. We can share Jesus with others too!

Announcements (2 min.)
PAIGE • Well, I think it’s time to say goodbye to our friends. 
SPENCER • Ah, do we have to? Before you go, I have some 

announcements for you. 
Make any announcements from your kids’ ministry.

Prayer (2 min.)
PAIGE • How about we pray before we leave? 

Dear God, thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, to earth to save people from sin. Help us 
to remember all that You have done for us and to 
remember that because of You, we are forgiven when 
we trust in Jesus. Help us to celebrate Jesus every 
day of our life. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Additional idea
MAKE A WELCOME BANNER

Roll out a large sheet of paper onto the floor or table. Write 
WELCOME TO OUR CHURCH! across the top of the 
paper. Invite kids to write their names and decorate the 
welcome banner to hang in the room. As they work, talk 
with them about the importance of making people feel 
welcome at church. 
PAIGE • We can welcome others to our church. I hope this 

banner reminds you that people welcomed Jesus to 
Jerusalem as their King.

• large roll of paper
• crayons and 

markers
• stickers
• tape
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:19.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
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Easter
Key Passage: Luke 24:5-6

Big Picture Question: Who saves us from our 
sin? Only Jesus saves us from sin.

Session 1:  Jesus’ Triumphal Entry 
Matthew 21:1-17; Mark 11:1-11; 
Luke 19:28-44; John 12:12-19 
People welcomed Jesus to Jerusalem as 
their King. 

Session 2:  Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection 
Matthew 26:36–28:10; 
John 18:1–20:18 
Jesus died on the cross to save people 
from sin, and He is alive.



Key Passage (HCSB®)  •  Kids  •  Unit 8  •  © 2015 LifeWay  OK to Print

“Why are you 
looking for the 

living among the 
dead? ... He is not 
here, but He has 

been resurrected!”
Luke 24:5-6



Key Passage (KJV)  •  Kids  •  Unit 8  •  © 2015 LifeWay  OK to Print

Why seek ye the 
living among the 
dead? He is not 

here, but is risen.
Luke 24:5-6



Key Passage (ESV)  •  Kids  •  Unit 8  •  © 2015 LifeWay  OK to Print

“Why do you seek 
the living among 
the dead? He is 

not here, but has 
risen.”

Luke 24:5-6



Key Passage (NIV)  •  Kids  •  Unit 8  •  © 2015 LifeWay  OK to Print

“Why do you look 
for the living 

among the dead? 
He is not here; he 

has risen!”
Luke 24:5-6



Main Point  •  Kids  •  Unit 8, Session 1  •  © 2015 LifeWay  OK to Print

People 
welcomed 
Jesus to 

Jerusalem as 
their King.



Jesus’ Triumphal Entry (Matthew 21:1-17; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-44; John 12:12-19)  •  Unit 8, Session 1   •  © 2015 LifeWay  OK to Print



Big Picture Question and Answer  •  Kids  •  Unit 8  •  © 2015 LifeWay  OK to Print

Who saves us 
from our sin?



Big Picture Question and Answer  •  Kids  •  Unit 8  •  © 2015 LifeWay  OK to Print

Who saves us 
from our sin?

Only Jesus saves us 
from sin.



Mission Cards
Instructions: Print and cut apart the missions cards. Use as directed in the worship guide.

The Promised Land
Kids Worship Guide  •  Units 7–9
© 2015 LifeWay  OK to Print 

EGYPT
Over 89 million people live in Egypt, making it the most populous country in 
North Africa and the Arab world. Most of Egypt’s population live near the Nile 
River. The Sahara Desert takes up most of Egypt’s territory, but few people live 
in the desert. In recent years, Egypt has experienced many political and cultural 
changes due to the Arab Spring movement. Roughly 90 percent of 
Egypt’s population practices Islam, and 10 
percent are Christians. 
Muslims who convert 
to Christianity face 
persecution and 
sometimes death. 
Pray for Christians 
in Egypt, and pray  
for the Beja and 
the Nubian people 
groups to trust in 
Jesus as Savior. 

NORTH AFRICA
North Africa is a name given to the northern portion of Africa that includes 
the countries of Western Sahara, Mali, Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, 
and Egypt. Sometimes Mauritania is considered part of North Africa. Nearly 
200 million people live in North Africa. While the people living in this 
region have many diverse 
dialects and cultures, they 
almost exclusively practice 
Islam. Although there are 
roughly 185 known people 
groups in this region, 142 of 
those groups are unreached. 
(They have never heard the 
gospel of Jesus Christ.) Pray 
that God will call and send 
missionaries to North Africa 
to share the good news.

UNITED STATES
With over 320 million people, the United States of America is the third most 
populous country in the world. From its beginnings, the United States has 
been a multicultural and ethnically diverse country. People practice many 
religions in the United States. Roughly 70 percent of 
Americans say they are Christians, but roughly 36 
percent of these same Christians attend church 
regularly. Due to the many people who 
come to America from other countries, 
United States is home to 474 distinct 
people groups and 81 unreached 
people groups. (They have never heard 
the gospel of Jesus Christ.) Pray for 
missionaries and church planters in the 
United States to reach people with the 
gospel. Pray for believers in America to 
come to church to worship Jesus with 
other believers.

ISLAM
Islam is a religion that began in the Middle East by followers of 
Muhammad (570–632 AD) but has become the second-largest religion in 
the world with about 1.62 billion followers worldwide. Muslims believe 
in Allah, and they believe the Qur’an was given to Muhammad in visions 
by the angel Gabriel. Muslims believe that Jesus was a prophet, but they 
do not believe Jesus is the Son of God. Muslims do not believe Jesus died 
on the cross and rose again to rescue people from sin. 
They do not believe God loves and wants 
to have a relationship with His people. 
Muslims believe they must do good deeds 
to please Allah to make it into heaven. 
Each Muslim believer must do the five 
pillars of Islam: confess Allah as God 
and Muhammed as his messenger, pray 
five times a day, give alms, fast during 
Ramadan, and travel to Mecca. Pray for 
missionaries as they share the gospel 
with Muslims worldwide, and pray for 
Muslims to hear the gospel and believe.
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