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Leader BIBLE STUDY

God’s law for the people was plain. Read Deuteronomy 6:5. 
But God’s people, and all people, have broken the law. We 
have loved other things more than we love God. That is sin.

Jesus’ purpose for coming to earth was to save us from our 
sin. (Matt. 1:21) Why did Jesus have to die? Why couldn’t 
He just say, “You are forgiven”? God is just and requires due 
payment for sin. To simply forgive sin without requiring a 
payment would be unjust. According to God’s Word, the 
payment of sin is death. (Rom. 6:23) But not only is God 

Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:36–28:10; John 18:1–20:18
MAIN POINT: Jesus died on the cross and is alive.
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 24:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who saves us from our sin? Jesus saves us from sin.
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.
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just, He is also loving. That is why Jesus was willing to die 
in our place.

Jesus came to die to show God’s love to us (Rom. 5:7-8) so 
that whoever believes in Him might not perish but have 
eternal life. (John 3:16) Jesus came to die so that we would 
be forgiven. (Eph. 1:7) Jesus came to die to bring us to 
God. (1 Pet. 3:18)

Jesus died on the cross to satisfy the wrath of God toward 
sin. Jesus’ resurrection proved that God was satisfied with 
Jesus’ sacrifice, and forgiveness and life are found in Him. 
(See 1 Cor. 15:17.) If Jesus had died but not been raised up, 
He would have been like military leaders who died without 
a throne. (Acts 5:33-37) But Jesus conquered death, just as 
He said He would. (John 2:19-21)

Jesus’ resurrection gives us hope for our resurrection. 
(Rom. 6:5) And Romans 8:11 says that the same Spirit that 
raised Jesus from the dead will raise our bodies to life.

Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection are not the end of the 
story, but the center of it. Everything that was written about 
Jesus in the Old Testament and spoken by the prophets was 
coming true. As you teach preschoolers this Bible story, 
emphasize the gospel: the good news of who Jesus is and 
what He has done.
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Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection
Matthew 26:36–28:10; John 18:1–20:18

Jesus and His friends went to a garden to pray. Jesus was 
very sad. He prayed to God: “My Father! If it is possible, let 
Me save Your people another way. But if this is Your plan, I 
will do it!” While Jesus prayed, His friends fell asleep. “Get 
up,” Jesus said. “It is time.”

Then Judas, one of Jesus’ friends, came with a large 
crowd. Judas kissed Jesus to show the crowd which person 
was Jesus. The men in the crowd arrested Jesus. Peter tried 
to stop the men, but Jesus told Peter not to fight them. 
Jesus knew this was all a part of God’s plan.

Jesus’ followers ran away, but Peter stayed nearby and 
watched. Three times, people saw Peter and said, “Aren’t you 
friends with Jesus?” Peter said, “No! I am not His friend!”

Jesus was taken to the high priest. “Are you really the 
Messiah, the Son of God?” the high priest asked.

“Yes, you are right,” Jesus said.
“He has spoken against God! He deserves to die!” the 

men said. They did not believe Jesus was God’s Son.
When morning came, the men took Jesus to see Pilate 

(PIGH luht), the governor. “Are you the King of the Jews?” 
Pilate asked.

“Yes, you are right,” Jesus said.
“What should I do with Jesus?” Pilate asked. “Kill Him 

on a cross!” the people replied. “Crucify Him!”
Pilate’s soldiers made a crown of thorns and put it on 

Jesus’ head. “If You are a king, You need to dress like a 
king!” they said. They put a purple robe around Him and 
pretended to bow down to Him. Then they led Jesus away 
to kill Him.

The BIBLE STORY
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Jesus was nailed to a cross. They put a sign above 
Jesus’ head that said: THIS IS JESUS OF NAZARETH, 
THE KING OF THE JEWS. Two criminals were crucified 
next to Jesus.

Darkness covered the land. In the afternoon, Jesus 
cried out, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” 
Jesus died. Jesus was buried in a tomb. A large stone was 
rolled in front of the tomb, and Pilate’s soldiers guarded 
the tomb so that no one would steal Jesus’ body.

On the third day, two of Jesus’ friends, both named 
Mary, went to the tomb. They were very sad. Suddenly 
there was a big earthquake as an angel came down from 
heaven. The angel rolled away the stone and sat on it. 
The guards fainted.

The angel spoke to the women, “Do not be afraid! 
You are looking for Jesus, who died. He is not here! He 
has been raised from the dead, just as He said He would. 
He is heading to Galilee, and you will see Him there.”

The women were so happy! Jesus wasn’t dead 
anymore—He was alive! Just then, Jesus met them. He 
said, “Good morning!” The women worshiped Him. 
Jesus told them, “Do not be afraid anymore. Go and tell 
My friends to go to Galilee. I will meet them there.”

Christ Connection: The most important thing that ever 
happened is that Jesus died and was raised from the dead. Jesus 
never did anything wrong, but He was punished because we 
sinned. God forgives us for sin because Jesus died for us. God 
raised Jesus from the dead to be King over everything.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Welcome preschoolers to worship by playing “Alive 
Forever.” Greet preschoolers with a smile. When all the 
preschoolers have arrived, sing a song such as “Jesus Is Real” 
to engage them and help them feel welcomed.

Watch or tell the Bible story
As preschoolers sit down in the Bible story area, invite them 
to show you their saddest face. Demonstrate your own sad 
face. Then invite them to show you their happiest face.
SAY • Today’s Bible story starts out very sad, but it is 

actually the best story ever! Our Bible story today is 
about God’s love for us!

Open your Bible to Matthew 26:36–28:10 or 
John 18:1–20:18. Tell the Bible story in your own words, 
using the script provided, or show the video. Read the 
bolded version of the script for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a Bible marker or ribbon at Luke 24:6. Invite a few 
volunteers to come up one at a time and open your Bible 
to the key passage. Invite preschoolers to tell you what the 
word resurrected means in their own words. 

• “Alive Forever” song 
• “Jesus Is Real” song

• “Jesus’ Crucifixion 
and Resurrection” 
video (optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• Bible marker or 

ribbon
• “Resurrected” song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:36–28:10; John 18:1–20:18
MAIN POINT: Jesus died on the cross and is alive.
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 24:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who saves us from our sin? Jesus saves us from sin.
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SAY • The Bible says that Jesus died on the cross to rescue 
us from sin. Jesus did not stay dead, though! God 
made Jesus alive again, and Jesus is still alive today!

Sing the key passage song “Resurrected” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Do you remember our big picture question and 

answer? Who saves us from our sin? [Invite 
preschoolers to respond.] That’s right! Jesus saves us 
from sin. Jesus died on the cross and God raised 
Him from the dead to be King over everything!

Respond through song and pray
SAY • Jesus died on the cross and is alive! The most 

important thing that ever happened is that Jesus died 
and was raised from the dead. Jesus never sinned, but 
He was punished because we sinned. God forgives 
us for sin because Jesus died for us. God raised Jesus 
from the dead to be King over everything.

Sing “Alive Forever” and “Jesus Is Alive” as preschoolers 
move with the music. Prepare for prayer by singing “He Is 
Worthy.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY • God, thank You for sending Your Son to earth to 

save us. We are sinners. Thank You for making a 
way for us to be saved by allowing Jesus to take our 
punishment. Thank You for raising Jesus from the 
dead! Thank You for giving us life forever with You 
when we trust in Jesus! Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “Alive Forever” song
• “Jesus Is Alive” song
• “He Is Worthy” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:36–28:10; John 18:1–20:18
MAIN POINT: Jesus died on the cross and is alive.
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 24:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who saves us from our sin? Jesus saves us from sin.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Sing a song
Sing the song “If You’re Happy and You Know It” while 
performing the motions. If you are unfamiliar with the 
tune, lyrics, or motions, check them out online before class.
SAY • We sang a song about being happy, but our Bible 

story started off sad. Jesus’ friends were very sad 
when Jesus died on the cross. But Jesus didn’t stay 
dead! The most important thing that ever happened 
is that Jesus died on the cross and is alive.

Watercolor crosses
Before the session, use painter’s tape to make crosses on 
heavyweight paper for each preschooler. Provide watercolor 
paints, cups of water, and paintbrushes for the preschoolers. 
Invite them to paint over the crosses. Once the paint has 
dried, peel off the tape to reveal a cross on their paintings. 
SAY • In the Bible story today, we learned that Jesus died on 

a cross and God brought Him back to life! The cross 
shape now reminds us that Jesus died on the cross 
and is alive. When we turn away from sin and trust 
in Jesus, we will live with Him forever.

LOW PREP

• painter’s tape
• heavyweight paper
• watercolor paints
• cups of water
• paintbrushes
• painting smocks 

(optional)
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Spell J-E-S-U-S
Place magnetic letters in a large tub filled with dry beans 
or corn. Provide a metal cookie sheet with JESUS spelled 
in magnetic letters. Encourage the preschoolers to find the 
letters that spell out Jesus as many times as they can and 
attach them to the cookie sheet. For younger preschoolers, 
place only the letters J, E, S, U, and S in the tub.
SAY • Jesus is God’s Son! Jesus died on the cross and is 

alive so we can be forgiven of our sins and live with 
Him forever when we trust in Him. 

Where is Jesus? 
Show the preschoolers the “Jesus” printable and invite them 
to close their eyes as you hide it. Invite the children to 
look for the picture. Play again as time allows. For younger 
preschoolers, hide the picture in easy-to-spot locations.  
SAY • When Jesus died on the cross, He was buried in a 

tomb. When Jesus’ friends went to visit His tomb, 
they could not find Him there because He is alive! 
Jesus died on the cross and is alive. 

Examine the Bible
Provide various Bibles for preschoolers to explore. Drape 
a blanket over a table to serve as an empty tomb for 
preschoolers to sit beneath as they look at the Bibles.
SAY • The Bible is God’s words. The Bible says that Jesus 

died on the cross and is alive. The Bible says God 
made Jesus alive again so we can be forgiven of our 
sin! That’s the best news ever.

Transition to large group closing

• magnetic letters
• metal cookie sheets
• dry beans or corn 

kernels
• large tub
• Allergy Alert 

download

• “Jesus” printable

• various Bibles and 
Bible storybooks

• blanket (optional)

Note: Remind 
parents to use The 
Gospel: God’s Plan 
for Preschoolers to 
explain the gospel 
to preschoolers.

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions.

1. What did Jesus pray in the garden? (Jesus asked God 
if there was another way to save His people. But Jesus 
would obey God’s plan.)

2. Which of Jesus’ friends helped the people who 
wanted to arrest Jesus? (Judas)

3. What did the people do to Jesus? (They hurt Jesus 
and put Him on a cross.)

4. Where was Jesus buried? (in a tomb with a large 
stone in front of it)

5. What happened three days after Jesus died? (God 
raised Jesus from the dead. Jesus appeared to His 
friends. Jesus died on the cross and is alive.)

6. Who saves us from our sin? Jesus saves us from 
sin.

SAY • The most important thing that ever happened is that 
Jesus died and was raised from the dead. Jesus never 
sinned, but He was punished because we sinned. 
God forgives us for sin because Jesus died for us. 
God raised Jesus from the dead to be our King.

Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Resurrected” song
• “Alive Forever” song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:36–28:10; John 18:1–20:18
MAIN POINT: Jesus died on the cross and is alive.
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 24:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who saves us from our sin? Jesus saves us from sin.

Large Group CLOSING
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Pray
Remind preschoolers that we pray to Jesus because He is 
alive in heaven and He listens when we pray to Him.
SAY • Dear Jesus, thank You for dying on the cross and 

coming back to life so we can be forgiven of our sin 
when we trust in You. Thank You that You are alive 
forever, and You give us life forever with You. Help 
us to tell others that You are the King of everything! 
Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is participating in a missions 
activity, discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your 
group’s progress. If you are not participating in a missions 
activity, talk about the importance of telling our friends 
and family that Jesus is alive! You may also show the “Ben 
Pilgreen: Seeing the Stories” missions video.
SAY • Ben Pilgreen moved to San Fransisco to tell people 

about Jesus, but when he moved there, he didn’t 
know anyone. He would simply invite people to his 
house for a barbecue! Eating hamburgers and hot 
dogs helped Ben become friends with people and 
that is how Epic Church was created and how people 
like Austin heard about Jesus and trusted in Him for 
forgiveness. 

Jesus is alive freeze dance
Play “Alive Forever” or another praise song as preschoolers 
dance to the music. When you stop the music, children 
must freeze. When you count to three, children must shout 
“Jesus is alive!” before they can move and dance again.

• “Ben Pilgreen: 
Seeing the Stories” 
missions video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable

• “Alive Forever” song 
or other praise 
songs
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Title
Key Passage: 1 Corinthians 8:6

Big Picture Question: Why did God create the 
world? God created the world for His glory.

Session 1:  God Created the World  
Genesis 1:1-25 
God created everything. 

Session 2:   God Created People 
Genesis 1:26-2:25 
God created people in His own image.

Session 3:   Sin Entered the World 
Genesis 3:1-24  
Adam and Eve sinned.

Session 4:   Cain and Abel 
Genesis 4:1-16,25-26 
God punished Cain for his sin.

Session 5:   Noah and the Ark 
Genesis 6:5–9:17 
God is holy.

Session 6:   The Tower of Babel 
Genesis 11:1-9 
God created people to give Him glory.

Easter
Key Passage: Luke 24:6

Big Picture Question: Who saves us from our 
sin? Jesus saves us from sin.

Session 1:  Jesus’ Triumphal Entry 
Matthew 21:1-17; Mark 11:1-11;  
Luke 19:28-44; John 12:12-19 
People welcomed Jesus as their King. 

Session 2:   Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection 
Matthew 26:36–28:10; John 18:1–
20:18 
Jesus died on the cross and is alive.

 © 2015 LifeWay  •  OK to Copy 
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Key Passage (NIV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 8  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

He is not here; 
he has risen!”

Luke 24:6



Key Passage (KJV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 8  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

He is not here, 
but is risen.

Luke 24:6



Key Passage (HCSB®)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 8  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

“He is not here, 
but He has been 

resurrected!” 
Luke 24:6



Key Passage (ESV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 8  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

“He is not here, 
but has risen.”

Luke 24:6



Main Point  •  Preschool  •  Unit 8 Session 2  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

Jesus died 
on the cross 
and is alive.



Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection (Matthew 26:36–28:10; John 18:1–20:18)  •  Unit 8, Session 2   •  © 2015 LifeWay  OK to Print



Big Picture Question and Answer  •  Preschool  •  Unit 8  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

Who saves us 
from our sin?



Big Picture Question and Answer  •  Preschool  •  Unit 8  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

Who saves us 
from our sin?

Jesus saves us 
from sin.



Missions Prayer Cards
Instructions: Print and cut apart the cards for preschoolers to take home. 

Use as directed in the Preschool Worship Guide.

The Promised Land
Preschool Worship Guide  •  Units 7–9
© 2015 LifeWay OK to Print 

Egypt
Egypt is a country with millions of people. Many Egyptians live near 
the Nile River because most of the country is made up of the Sahara 
Desert. Most of the people in Egypt are Muslim; they do not believe 
Jesus is God’s Son. They do not believe Jesus died on the 
cross and came back to life to save 
people from sin. Pray 
for Christians in 
Egypt to tell others 
about Jesus. Pray 
for the Beja and 
the Nubian people 
groups.

North Africa
Eight different countries make up North Africa: Western Sahara, 
Mali, Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, Egypt, and Mauritania. 
The people who live there speak many different languages, but 
mostly they are Muslims. 
They do not believe Jesus 
is God’s Son. They do not 
believe Jesus died on the 
cross to save people from 
sin. Pray for God to send 
missionaries to the North 
Africans.

United States
The United States of America has hundreds of millions of people 
who live there. The United States has always been a country 
where people can worship as they want, and 
many people move to the United States from 
all over the world. Most Americans say 
they are Christians, but only a small 
number of people who say they 
are Christians go to church. Pray 
for missionaries to build churches 
and tell people in America the 
good news about Jesus. Pray for 
American Christians to come to 
church to worship together.

Islam
Islam began in the Middle East by followers of a man named 
Muhammad. Muslims believe Allah (their god) sent the angel 
Gabriel to Muhammad with the words of the Qu’ran, the Muslim 
holy book. Muslims believe Jesus was a prophet and a good 
man, but they do not believe Jesus is the Son of God. 
They do not believe Jesus died on the 
cross and came back to life to save 
people from sin. They do not believe 
people can know God and have a 
relationship with Him. Muslims 
believe they must do good things to 
go to heaven. Pray for missionaries 
who tell Muslims that God loves 
them and sent His Son, Jesus, to 
save them from sin. 



Easter
Preschool Leader Guide  •  Unit 8 Session 2
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Jesus
Instructions: Print and use as directed in the Preschool Leader Guide.
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