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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.
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Easter

UNIT 8
SESSION 2 

JESUS’ CRUCIFIXION AND 
RESURRECTION
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:36–28:10; John 18:1–20:18
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 24:6
MAIN POINT: Jesus is alive.

The Bible Story

Matthew 26:36–28:10; John 18:1–20:18

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
People make wrong choices. God made a very good plan. God sent Jesus 
to earth to because He loves us. Not everyone loved Jesus, though. Some 
people wanted to hurt Him. Jesus went to a garden with His friends to pray. 
Jesus said to His Father, “I will do Your plan.” Then men came to take Jesus 
to jail. Jesus’ friends ran away. The leaders of the people said wrong things 
about Jesus, and they put Jesus on a cross. Jesus died, but three days later, 
God made Jesus alive again! Jesus showed His friends that He is alive. Jesus 
is still alive today.   

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 * Jesus is God’s Son.
 * Jesus always obeyed God.
 * Jesus died on the cross, but God made Jesus alive again.
 *God sent Jesus because He loves us.
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Babies Activities

Unit 8 • Session 2
Easter

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to hold and turn the pages. 
Open your Bible to Matthew 26. Show the Bible story picture as 
you say the Gospel Gems. You may read the key passage card. 
SAY: God sent Jesus because He loves us. Jesus died on the cross, 
but God made Jesus alive again. JESUS IS ALIVE today! [Pray.]

SING A SONG
Sing the chorus of “O How I Love Jesus”:
“ O how I love Jesus, 
O how I love Jesus, 
O how I love Jesus 
Because He first loved me.”

SAY: Jesus is God’s Son. Jesus always obeyed God. Jesus died on the 
cross, but God made Jesus alive again. JESUS IS ALIVE!

MAKE CROSS ART
Make a cross for each baby using painter’s tape on heavyweight 
paper. Place the paper in a ziplock bag with a squirt of glitter 
paint. Seal the bag with duct tape. Invite babies to squish the bags. 
Remove the painter’s tape and set the artwork aside to dry.
SAY: Jesus died on the cross, but God made Jesus alive again. God 
sent Jesus because He loves us. JESUS IS ALIVE today!

EXPLORE A “GARDEN”
Provide several artificial flowers for babies to hold and examine. 
Talk about flowers growing in a garden.
SAY: Jesus went to a garden to pray. Jesus always obeyed God. Jesus 
died on the cross, but God made Jesus alive again. JESUS IS ALIVE!

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide Bibles for toddlers to hold. Read the key passage card and 
guide toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to Matthew 26. Show the 
Bible story picture as you tell the story. 
SAY: Jesus died on the cross, but God made Jesus alive again. JESUS 

IS ALIVE today! [Pray for the toddlers.]

MAKE A SUN CATCHER
Provide clear contact plastic for each toddler and tape it to the table, 
sticky side out. Invite toddlers to tear colorful tissue paper to stick 
to the plastic. Cover with contact plastic and cut it into a cross. 
Write each toddler’s name and the main point on each sun catcher.
SAY: Jesus always obeyed God. Jesus died on the cross, but God 
made Jesus alive again. JESUS IS ALIVE!

PLAY WITH PEOPLE FIGURES
Provide various people figures. Invite toddlers to play out familiar 
scenes. Remind toddlers that God loves people very much.
SAY: People make wrong choices, but God had a good plan. Jesus 
died on the cross, but God made Jesus alive again. JESUS IS ALIVE!

LOOK IN THE TOMB
Cover a table on three sides with a thick blanket. Fold a blanket and 
put it in the “tomb.” Invite toddlers to look inside the tomb.
SAY: The tomb is empty! Jesus’ friends did not find Jesus in a tomb 
because JESUS IS ALIVE! Jesus showed His friends that He is alive!

IS IT ALIVE?
Assist toddlers as they look around the room for living objects 
(plants, people, or animals). Compare non-living items.
SAY: You and I are alive. JESUS IS ALIVE too! JESUS IS ALIVE today! 
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Bonus Teaching Hour

JESUS’ CRUCIFIXION AND RESURRECTION
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:36–28:10; John 18:1–20:18
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 24:6
MAIN POINT: Jesus is alive.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: MAKE PEOPLE
Provide play dough and people-shaped cookie cutters. Invite 
toddlers to pat down the play dough and make people.
SAY: You made people, but are your people alive? No. You and I 
are alive. Jesus died on the cross, but God made Jesus alive again. 
JESUS IS ALIVE today!

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE
Provide jingle bells on a chenille stem, rhythm sticks, or shakers. 
Invite toddlers to make sounds freely, but when you hold up your 
hands, they must freeze and say, JESUS IS ALIVE!

SAY: God sent Jesus because He loves us. Jesus died on the cross, 
but God made Jesus alive again. JESUS IS ALIVE!

LISTEN TO A HEARTBEAT
Demonstrate how to place your hand on your heart to feel it 
beating. If you have a stethoscope, invite toddlers to take turns 
listening to their own heartbeat. Wipe the earpieces of the 
stethoscope with sanitizer wipes between each use.
SAY: You and I are alive! Our hearts are beating. JESUS IS ALIVE! 
Jesus died on the cross, but God made Him alive again!

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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Key Passage Cards
Instructions: Print and cut apart the cards. Laminate them or cover them with clear contact plastic. 

Use the translation of your choice as directed in the Babies and Toddlers Leader Guide.
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“He has been 
resurrected!”
Luke 24:6 (HCSB)

He is …
risen.

 Luke 24:6 (KJV)

“He … has 
risen.”

Luke 24:6 (ESV)

“He has
risen!”

Luke 24:6 (NIV)
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