
The Gospel Project for Adults Spring 2016 
Extended Instructional Approaches for Session 6  
 
Introduction: Connect to one of the central points of the lesson. 
 
The concept of hoarding has captured a great deal of attention because of social 
media and cable television. Numerous video clips are available. An entire episode 
of the show “Hoarding: Buried Alive” can be found at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_eiiz5suh8U (42 minutes, 19 seconds).  
Because of the length of the video, please carefully preview the clip that you plan 
to present. The video is tough to watch for more than a minute or two, but the 
message is clear: you need to throw this stuff away! This lesson challenges God’s 
people to hold nothing back in worshiping Him and casting away idols. 
 
Part 1: Use an analogy to accent the point. 
Look at the commentary sidebar on page 71 of the Leader Guide and review the 
discussion on “sincerity and truth” in verse 14. Anyone in your group who is a 
construction worker, architect, or engineer will likely connect with the following 
analogy:  

Did you drive across a bridge on your way to here today? Did you give any 
thought to whether or not its design has integrity? Did you concern yourself 
with the quality of the building materials? The Lord is calling us to serve 
Him with integrity! 

 
Part 2: Call for tangible participation and application. 
Insert a personal challenge halfway through the lesson. Say something like the 
following: “I have given you a half-sheet of paper. I brought a shredder to this 
session. Do you wish to write down what you have decided to ‘put away’?” 
 
Part 3: Enhance the point with related passages. 
Ask your group members, “Do you have a painful word or phrase that stabs you in 
the heart? That always seems to bother you? That cuts you to the quick?”  
Point your group members to Joshua 24:18. Joshua doesn’t mince words here: the 
dreaded Amorites are the source of battle scars for him. Briefly review Numbers 
21:21-24; Joshua 7:7; and 24:11-13. The exhortation to choose between Yahweh 
and the Canaanite gods is a sledgehammer. Neither the Israelites nor we can take 
this casually or lightly. 



Closer: Challenge with self-examination. 
Joshua concludes his period of historically significant leadership by erecting a 
stone mentioned in 24:27. This symbolic monument was to serve as a reminder to 
the Israelites. In 1 Peter 2:5, Peter—himself called “this rock” in Matthew 16:18—
refers to Christians as “living stones…[who] are being built into a spiritual house 
for a holy priesthood.” (Read 1 Peter 2:1-5, if time allows.)  
What sort of message are you sending as a living stone? What are you 
communicating in your neighborhood and throughout your community? Do others 
see you serving all the same gods as they are? Or have you declared with Joshua, 
“As for me and my family, we will worship Yahweh” (Josh. 24:15). 


