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Introduction: Connect to one of the central points of the lesson. 
Ask your group members to reflect on hearing about the assassination of President 
Kennedy (for the “Boomer” generation), the death of a parent, or the departure of a 
much-loved leader like a senior pastor or youth minister. In Joshua 3, the new 
leader had to pick up the torch and say, “Follow me!”  
Ask, “What barriers did you face in the situation that came to your mind?” “What 
barriers did Joshua face as he stepped into his new leadership role?” 
 
Point 1: Explore the passage in depth. 
Knowing the size of the burden that was shifted to Joshua, the Lord went before 
him and prepared a powerful demonstration of His presence with the new leader 
and the Israelites. List the promises that God declares in Joshua 3:5-13 and follow 
this up with a list of the ways in which God challenges them to respond: 
  
 Promises      Challenge 
 I will exalt you.     Command the priests… 
 (His presence with Joshua) 
 The living God is among you.   12 leaders wade into Jordan 
 (His presence with the nation) 
 
Ask, “What promises/challenges are at work in our lives today, both for you as an 
individual leader and for your body of believers?” 
 
Point 1: Use a contemporary illustration.  
Consider presenting the powerful Christian testimony of Washington Redskins 
quarterback Kirk Cousins. The interview was conducted by CBN and lasts just 
more than five minutes: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gyOBkGqPZmU 
 



Point 2: Do a quick map study. 
Briefly—and I do mean briefly—do a map study for Joshua 3:14-17. Check out 
Google Images and type in “Jordan River crossing.” You will have numerous 
examples from which to select. If your class enjoys doing searches on their 
portable devices, simply let them find one and show members in smaller groups.  
[Basic information to consider: crossing from east to west; just a few miles north 
of the Dead Sea; and entering near Jericho and Gilgal] 
 
Point 2: Engage every group member in learning (Think-Pair-Square-Share). 
Challenge each group member to jot down their worst fears as you read Joshua 
3:14-17 aloud. After 30 seconds, ask each person to share his list with a partner. 
After 60 seconds, each pair joins with another pair to form a square. Each group 
combines their lists and appoints a spokesperson to share with the entire group. 
 
Closer: Connect the passage to the gospel and to our lives. 
Reread the commentary section by Michael Horton on page 38 of the Leader 
Guide. God prepared a way for Moses through the Red Sea and for Joshua through 
the Jordan. These events prepare us for Jesus, who Himself walked on water, to 
provide for us a way to God. 
Then connect these historical events with our lives. Ask, “What 
evidence/testimonies are present in your life and the life of your group of 
believers?” 
[Examples: friends who have been saved; marriages healed; remarkable ministries 
to your community; or difficult outreaches to international sites] 
 
 
 
 


