
The Gospel Project for Adults, Winter 2015 
Extended Instructional Approaches for Session 9 
 
 
Introduction: Engage the group by connecting with prior experiences.  
 
Ask, “Have you ever put together a puzzle? What was your process for fitting the 
pieces together?” The goal of this question is to get your group thinking about 
patterns. Most people build the frame and then look at the big picture to try and 
find the right pieces to construct a puzzle. 
 
 
Part 1: Check for understanding. 
 
Divide your class into two groups. They have been tasked with developing a plan 
for how to build a house. They cannot hire an outside contractor; they must plan it 
themselves. After five minutes, have them share their results with the rest of the 
class. The goal is to get them to see that planning is essential in building.  
 
 
Part 2:  Check for understanding using “Think-Pair-Share” technique. 
 
The main precept we focus on in this section is that the Lord used people to build 
His tabernacle. Have your class watch “Ohio Amish Barn Raising—May 14, 2013 
in 3 minutes and 30 seconds” available on YouTube at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AsTB0HnM6WM. 
 
Think-Pair-Share:  Ask, “What insights do you have regarding the people in the 
video? What significance did they have in the raising of the barn?”  “Think for 30 
seconds about this. Now I want you to discuss this in pairs with a person on your 
left or right who is not your spouse.” (Pause for 60 seconds.) Call on 3-4 pairs to 
share one idea. 
 
 
Part 3: Engage the group by thinking more deeply about the subject of presence. 
 
Ask, “Think back to when you were dating. Did you write/email your fiancé 
regularly? How often? Why?”  The class members should recall that they did 
regularly contact their respective loved ones. They should also relate such ideas as, 
“I loved them and I wanted them to know,” “It was a way for us to get to know 
each other better,” etc. God gives us His Word as a means to an end. The ultimate 
goal of Bible reading should be to get to know God better. Since He is invisible, 
we cannot learn about Him fully in the typical ways that we do with human beings. 
God has lovingly condescended to give us His Word so that we can know Him 
better. He wants us to spend time in His presence. 
 



Conclusion: Challenge your group members to live the lesson. 
 
The next time you read your Bible or pray, spend a few minutes thinking about the 
fact that you are interacting with the God of the universe who desires to commune 
with you. He even lives within us! Thank God for this truth.  
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
It is easier for the participant to learn if they are actively engaged rather than 
listening passively. One of the most helpful ways to start this dynamic process is to 
motivate the participants to probe into the subject matter on their own without prior 
explanation from the teacher. The use of diagrams, pictures, or video clips can start 
the process. This simple strategy stimulates question-asking, the key to learning. 
Try it the next time you teach! 
 
 


