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Leader BIBLE STUDY

Do you think it was just by chance that Caesar Augustus 
called for a census? Did it just so happen that Mary and 
Joseph were traveling to Bethlehem—the very place the 
Messiah was prophesied to be born? (Micah 5:2) God is in 
control of all things, which He showed by using a pagan 
emperor to bring about His plan.

After Jesus was born, Mary laid Him in a manger. A king 
in a manger! It was so unlikely. But Jesus was no ordinary 

Jesus Was Born

BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2:1-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus was born as God promised.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.

LARGE GROUP 
WORSHIP 

(15–20 MINUTES)
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.

baby. He was God’s Son, sent in the most humble of 
positions, “not to be served, but to serve, and to give His 
life—a ransom for many” (Matt. 20:28).

Imagine the shepherds’ surprise when an angel of the Lord 
suddenly appeared. The Bible says that they were terrified! 
But the angel said to them, “Don’t be afraid, for look, I 
proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all 
the people: Today a Savior, who is Messiah the Lord, was 
born for you in the city of David” (Luke 2:10-11).

What a relief! This angel had come to bring good news. 
First, he proclaimed a Savior. The people of Israel were well 
aware of their need for a Savior. They made sacrifices daily 
to atone for their sin. Finally, a Savior had come who would 
be the perfect sacrifice for sin, once and for all.

Jesus was also Messiah the Lord. The word Messiah means 
“anointed one,” especially a king. The Deliverer and 
Redeemer would be King over His people. And this was 
all happening in Bethlehem, the city of David—just as the 
prophet Micah said.

This is the best news ever! An army of angels appeared, 
praising God and saying: “Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and peace on earth to people He favors” 
(Luke 2:14). The purpose of Jesus’ birth was twofold: to 
bring glory to God and to make peace between God and 
those who trust in Jesus’ death and resurrection.
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Jesus Was Born
Luke 2:1-20

When Mary was pregnant with Baby Jesus, a man 
named Caesar Augustus sent out an order to all the people 
in the land: “Everyone must return to his hometown to be 
counted!” Caesar Augustus was the emperor of Rome, and 
he wanted a list of all the people who were living in the 
land.

Since Joseph was part of King David’s family, he and 
Mary left Nazareth and traveled to Bethlehem, the city of 
David.

While they were there, Mary was ready to have her baby. 
Mary and Joseph looked for a safe place to stay, but every 
place was full because of all the people who were in town 
to be counted. So Mary and Joseph found a place where 
animals were kept, and that is where Mary had her baby, 
Jesus. She wrapped Him in cloth so He would be snug 
and warm, and she laid Him in a manger.

Nearby, some shepherds were staying out in the fields 
and watching their sheep to protect them from thieves and 
wild animals. All of a sudden, an angel of the Lord stood 
before them. A bright light shone around the shepherds, 
and they were scared!

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid! I have 
good news for you: Today a Savior, who is Messiah the 
Lord, was born for you in the city of David.” Then the 
angel said, “Go find the baby. He will be wrapped in 
cloth and lying in a manger.”

All of a sudden, many angels appeared. They praised 
God and said, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and 
peace on earth to people He favors!”

The BIBLE STORY
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So the shepherds went straight to Bethlehem to find 
Baby Jesus. They found Him, and they told others about 
Him. Everyone who heard about Jesus was surprised 
and amazed. Mary thought about everything that was 
happening and tried to understand it. The shepherds 
returned to their fields, and they praised God because 
everything had happened just as the angel had said.

Christ Connection: Jesus was born! This was very good 
news! Jesus was not like other babies. Jesus is God’s Son. God 
sent Jesus to earth from heaven. Jesus came into the world to 
save people from their sins and to be their King.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Welcome preschoolers to worship by playing “Joy to the 
World.” Greet preschoolers with a smile. When all the 
preschoolers have arrived, sing an upbeat song such as 
“Celebrate (Ring the Bells)” to engage them and help them 
feel welcomed.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Remind preschoolers that you are taking a break from the 
Old Testament stories to tell the stories about Jesus’ birth.
SAY • Last week, we learned that angels told Mary and 

Joseph that God had chosen them to be Jesus’ family 
on earth. God was planning to send Jesus to earth to 
rescue people from sin. Today we are going to learn 
about the night Jesus was born! Let’s check it out.

Open your Bible to Luke 2. Tell the Bible story in your own 
words, using the script provided, or show the video. Read 
the bolded version of the script for younger preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a Bible marker or ribbon at Galatians 4:4-5. Invite 
a few volunteers to come up one at a time and open your 
Bible to the key passage. Say the key passage twice, inviting 
the preschoolers to say each word after you.

• “Joy to the World” 
song 

• “Celebrate (Ring the 
Bells)” song

• Bible
• “Jesus Was Born” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• Bible marker or 

ribbon
• “Adoption As Sons” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Born
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2:1-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus was born as God promised.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.
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SAY • God the Son had always been in heaven with God 
before God ever created the earth. God sent Jesus to 
earth as a tiny baby so Jesus could rescue us from sin. 

Sing the key passage song “Adoption As Sons” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Remember our Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born 

to rescue us. God promised to send someone to 
rescue His people long ago, and God always keeps 
His promises. Jesus is God’s plan to rescue people 
from sin.

Respond through song and pray
SAY • Jesus was born as God promised. This was very 

good news! Jesus was not like other babies. Jesus is 
God’s Son. God sent Jesus to earth from heaven. 
Jesus came into the world to save people from their 
sins and to be their King.

Sing “Joy to the World” and “Born in Bethlehem” as 
preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “Let Us Adore Him.” You may also collect an 
offering. Pray for the children.
SAY • Dear God, thank You for always keeping Your 

promises. Thank You for keeping Your promise to 
send Jesus to earth to rescue people from sin. Help 
us to remember why we celebrate Jesus’ birthday at 
Christmas. God, You loved us so much, You sent 
Jesus to make a way for us to be forgiven so we can 
be with You forever! Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “Joy to the World” 
song

• “Born in Bethlehem” 
song

• “Let Us Adore Him” 
song

• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Born
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2:1-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus was born as God promised.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Travel to Bethlehem
Use masking tape to create a path or road on the ground 
that runs through the classroom. Invite preschoolers to walk 
along the road in pairs. Invite them to think about how far 
Mary and Joseph had to travel to get to Bethlehem.
SAY • The emperor wanted a list of all the people who were 

living in the land, so Jesus’ parents traveled to a town 
called Bethlehem to be counted. God had promised a 
special King would be born in Bethlehem. Jesus was 
born as God promised. 

Decorate an angel
Assist preschoolers in folding a piece of construction paper 
in half and cutting out a simple symmetrical angel (triangle 
body with half-circle head). Invite children to unfold and 
decorate their angel with crayons or markers, yarn for hair, 
googly eyes, and stickers. If desired, tape the angels to the 
wall or door of the classroom. 
SAY • God sent an angel to tell the shepherds that the 

promised Messiah had been born. Jesus was born 
as God promised. This was very good news! Jesus is 
God’s Son. Jesus came into the world to save people 
from their sins and to be their King. 

• masking tape

LOW PREP

• construction paper
• child-size scissors
• crayons or markers
• yarn
• googly eyes
• stickers
• tape (optional)
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Herd sheep
Before class, roll up clean white socks to represent sheep. 
Tape a masking tape square on the floor. Provide children 
with empty tubes to use as shepherd’s crooks. Scatter the 
rolled-up socks and invite children to use their staffs to herd 
the sheep into the pen. 
SAY • An angel told the shepherds that Jesus was born as 

God promised. This was very good news! Jesus was 
not like other babies. Jesus is God’s Son. God sent 
Jesus to earth from heaven. Jesus came into the world 
to save people from their sins and to be their King.

Sing “Away in a Manger”
Sing “Away in a Manger” while performing simple hand 
motions. If you are unfamiliar with the tune or the hand 
motions, check them out online before class. 
SAY • Jesus was born as God promised! This was very 

good news! Jesus was not like other babies. Jesus is 
God’s Son.

Tell the good news
Invite preschoolers to stand in a circle and squat down. Tell 
them to whisper the good news, Jesus was born as God 
promised. Invite them to raise up a little taller and say it in 
a medium voice. Invite them to stand on tiptoes and shout 
the good news.
SAY • Jesus was born as God promised! This was very 

good news! Jesus is God’s Son. God sent Jesus to 
earth from heaven to save people from their sins. 

Transition to large group closing

• empty wrapping 
paper tubes

• rolled-up socks
• masking tape

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the Bible story picture as you briefly review the 
Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Where was Jesus born? (Bethlehem)
2. Where did Mary put Baby Jesus? (in a feeding 

trough, manger)
3. Whom did the angel tell about Jesus’ birth? 

(shepherds)
4. What did they shepherds do after they visited Jesus? 

(They told others about Him.)
5. Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.

SAY • Jesus was born as God promised. God sent an angel 
to tell shepherds that Jesus had been born because 
He wanted them to see Jesus. God wanted people to 
know that He had kept His promise. The shepherds 
told others about Jesus. This news was so important 
because Jesus was born to rescue people from sin. 
God still wants people to hear this good news today. 

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Pray for preschoolers and invite them to share prayer 
requests. 
SAY • Dear God, thank You for sending Jesus to be born. 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Joy to the World” 

song
• Big Picture Question 

Poster

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Born
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2:1-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus was born as God promised.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.

Large Group CLOSING
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We are so happy that He came to rescue us. Help us 
to tell others about this great news. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
introduce the activity and talk about the reasons for it. If 
you do not have a missions activity planned for now, talk 
about how God wants us to tell others the good news that 
Jesus was born to rescue us. You may also show the “Black 
Belts, Leather Jackets, and Noisemakers” missions video. 
SAY • Missionary Jason Bishop and his family know the 

good news that Jesus was born as God promised 
to rescue people from sin. They moved all the way 
to Germany to tell others this good news! They 
use shared interests like Tae Kwon Do, motorcycle 
riding, and football to tell other people about Jesus. 
We can also use our fun activities to help us meet 
people whom we can tell about Jesus.

Pray for Jason Bishop and his family to tell others about 
Jesus. Pray for the opportunity for preschoolers to share the 
good news about Jesus here at home.

Pass around the baby
Invite preschoolers to sit in a circle, facing inward. Give one 
child a small baby doll. When you say go, he will pass the 
baby doll to the child on his right. Children will continue 
passing the baby until it goes around the circle. For older 
children, make it more challenging by calling out “go the 
other way!” as children play.
SAY • Jesus was born as God promised. Jesus was no 

ordinary baby. Jesus is God’s Son!

• “Black Belts, 
Leather Jackets, 
and Noisemakers” 
missions video

• baby doll
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Title
Key Passage: 1 Corinthians 8:6

Big Picture Question: Why did God create the 
world? God created the world for His glory.

Session 1:  God Created the World  
Genesis 1:1-25 
God created everything. 

Session 2:   God Created People 
Genesis 1:26-2:25 
God created people in His own image.

Session 3:   Sin Entered the World 
Genesis 3:1-24  
Adam and Eve sinned.

Session 4:   Cain and Abel 
Genesis 4:1-16,25-26 
God punished Cain for his sin.

Session 5:   Noah and the Ark 
Genesis 6:5–9:17 
God is holy.

Session 6:   The Tower of Babel 
Genesis 11:1-9 
God created people to give Him glory.

Christmas
Key Passage: Galatians 4:4-5

Big Picture Question: Why was Jesus born? Jesus 
was born to rescue us.

Session 1:  Angels Spoke to Mary and Joseph 
Luke 1:26-56; Matthew 1:18-24 
God chose a family for Jesus. 

Session 2:   Jesus Was Born 
Luke 2:1-20 
Jesus was born as God promised.

Session 3:   Wise Men Visited Jesus 
Matthew 2:1-21 
The wise men worshiped Jesus.
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Key Passage (NIV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 5  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

God sent his Son 
... to redeem 
those under 

the law.
Galatians 4:4-5



Key Passage (KJV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 5  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

God sent forth his 
Son ... To redeem 
them that were 
under the law.

Galatians 4:4-5



Key Passage (HCSB®)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 5  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

God sent His Son 
... to redeem 
those under 

the law.
Galatians 4:4-5



Key Passage (ESV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 5  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

God sent forth his 
Son ... to redeem 
those who were 
under the law.

Galatians 4:4-5



Main Point  •  Preschool  •  Unit 5, Session 2  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

Jesus was born 
as God promised.



Jesus Was Born (Luke 2:1-20)  •  Unit 5, Session 2   •  © 2015 LifeWay  OK to Print



Big Picture Question and Answer  •  Preschool  •  Unit 5  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

Why was 
Jesus born?



Big Picture Question and Answer  •  Preschool  •  Unit 5  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

Why was 
Jesus born?

Jesus was born 
to rescue us.
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