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Wise Men Visited Jesus

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 2:1-21
MAIN POINT: The wise men worshiped Jesus as King.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us 

from sin.

• Countdown

• Introduce the session (2 min.)

• Sing and Offering (3–12 min.)

• Giant Timeline (1 min.)

• Key Passage (5 min.)

• Big picture question (1 min.)

• Tell the Bible story (10 min.)

• The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me (option)

• Group demonstration (5 min.)

• Review (4 min.)

• Group game (10 min.)

• Missions (6 min.)

• Announcements (2 min.)

• Prayer (2 min.)

• Additional idea 
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The wise men were magi. Their study of the stars led them 
to Judea to find and worship Jesus, the newborn King. 
Before they found Jesus, though, the wise men met King 
Herod. God had promised the Jewish people a new king—
one who would save them from their enemies.

King Herod was not that king. Imagine how he felt when 
he heard about a new king in town. The wise men asked 
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.

him, “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews?” 
(Matt. 2:2) The wise men unintentionally challenged 
Herod’s reign. Not only was Herod not a full Jew, he 
was not a descendant of King David. Herod was deeply 
disturbed by the news that this child had the birthright of 
being king.

As Herod’s fury grew, he gathered his chief priests and 
scribes to determine where Jesus had been born. Then he 
lied to the wise men: “When you find Him, report back 
to me so that I too can go and worship Him” (Matt. 2:8). 
What deceitfulness! The truth was, Herod did not want to 
worship Jesus at all; he wanted to kill Him!

The wise men continued on their journey and found Jesus. 
Jesus may have been about two years old when the magi 
found Him and worshiped Him. The Bible does not say 
how many magi worshiped Jesus, although three are often 
depicted because of their three gifts—gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh. God warned the wise men in a dream to avoid 
Herod, so they returned home by another route.

The wise men came to worship Jesus as King. Jesus is the 
King who will rule forever, as God promised to King David 
in 2 Samuel 7. Help the children you teach realize that Jesus 
is the true King who is worthy of all our worship.
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Wise Men Visited Jesus
Matthew 2:1-21

Long ago, God promised to send a king to save His 
people from their enemies. The people waited a long time 
for their king, but the time had finally come. Jesus was 
born in Bethlehem at the same time Herod was king. 
Was Herod the king God promised? No! Herod was an evil 
king.

God sent a star to show the wise men that Jesus had 
been born. The wise men traveled to find Jesus. They came 
to King Herod. “Where is the king of the Jews?” they 
asked. “We saw His star in the east and have come to 
worship Him.”

King Herod was very angry. A new king? Herod was 
king! He assembled all the chief priests and scribes. They 
looked at what the prophets had written to figure out where 
Jesus had been born.

The chief priests and scribes told King Herod what the 
prophet Micah had written: “And you, Bethlehem, in the 
land of Judah, are by no means least among the leaders 
of Judah: because out of you will come a leader who will 
shepherd My people Israel.”

Herod spoke to the wise men in secret. “Go and search 
carefully for the child. When you find Him, report back 
to me so that I too can go and worship Him.” But Herod 
was lying. He didn’t want to worship the new king; he 
wanted to kill Him!

The wise men followed the star until it led them 
to Jesus. They went into the house where Jesus was with 
His mother Mary. The wise men fell to their knees 
and worshiped Jesus. Then they gave Jesus gifts: gold, 

The BIBLE STORY

108 Kids Worship Guide
Unit 5 • Session 3



frankincense, and myrrh. When it was time for the wise 
men to go home, God warned them in a dream not to 
tell Herod where Jesus was. So they took a different way 
home.

After the wise men were gone, an angel appeared to 
Mary’s husband, Joseph, in a dream. The angel said, “Get 
up! Take the child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and 
stay there until I tell you. For Herod is about to search for 
the child to destroy Him.” So in the middle of the night, 
Joseph got up and took Mary and Jesus to Egypt where 
they would be safe. 

King Herod was so mad that the wise men didn’t tell 
him where Jesus was. He killed all the boys in Bethlehem 
under two years old—just to make sure he killed Jesus. 
But he didn’t know Jesus and His family had escaped.

A while later, when Herod died, an angel spoke to 
Joseph again in a dream. “Get up! Take the child and His 
mother and go to the land of Israel, because those who 
sought the child’s life are dead.” So Joseph did what the 
angel said. He got up and took Mary and Jesus to Israel.

Christ Connection: The wise men came to worship Jesus as 
King. Jesus is the King who will rule forever, as God promised 
to King David in 2 Samuel 7. Jesus is the true King who is 
worthy of all our worship.
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Kids Worship LEADER

Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as worship time begins. 

Introduce the session (2 min.)
[Lucy and Uncle Bud are sitting side-by-side in two seats as if 
they are on an airplane. Bud is sleeping, with mouth wide open 
and snoring. He is beginning to lean uncomfortably onto Lucy.]
BUD • [Startle awake and make loud noises as you try to 

figure out where you are.] Oh, [yawning] hello, Lucy! 
[Stretch high overhead.] Are we ready to land yet? 
[Pretend to look out the window.] How long have we 
been flying?

LUCY • [exasperated] Only an hour, Uncle Bud.
BUD • Oh! Well, it looks like I got my hour of sleep in. 

What are we going to do for the next nine hours? 
LUCY • I have no idea. Maybe we can watch a movie?
BUD • [scoffing] Lucy, we watch movies at home! Lucky for 

us, I came prepared for our ten-hour flight! [Bend 
over to search under your chair for your bag. Rummage 
through it.] Nope, not in there. [Grab the bag under 
Lucy’s chair.] Here we go!

[Bud pulls out items from his bag and hands them to Lucy as 

• countdown video

• leader attire
• chairs, 2
• bags with props

SESSION TITLE: Wise Men Visited Jesus
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 2:1-21
MAIN POINT: The wise men worshiped Jesus as King.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us 

from sin.
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he calls them out. Lucy starts out bewildered but soon becomes 
frustrated.]
BUD • I’ve got my music player and my favorite tunes! I’ve 

got magazines, books, my dissertation in case you 
need some light reading. I’ve got some candy. Oh, 
want to play card games?

[Bud pulls out a deck of cards, but as he turns to hand them to 
Lucy, they burst from his fingers and spill all over her.]
LUCY • Uncle Bud, enough already! [Take a deep breath and 

try to calm down.] Thank you, but I really don’t need 
all of this stuff right now. [Dump it back on his lap.] 
I’m happy just to look out at the stars.

BUD • [leaning over her to look out the window] Oh, you’re 
right! The stars are so beautiful tonight, Lucy! The 
skies over England sure are delightful.

LUCY • We’re over Canada, Uncle Bud.
BUD • Well, you know what they say about Canadian stars: 

“These sure are some bright stars, eh?”
LUCY • [shaking your head] I’m sure they do. I was just 

thinking something like that myself. I was wondering 
how brightly they must have shone two thousand 
years ago when Jesus was born.

BUD • [Lean back.] That’s a weird thing to think about.
LUCY • Uncle Bud, don’t you remember the Bible story 

about the wise men who saw a star that let them 
know that Jesus was born?

BUD • Oh, and they picked up that little boy with his drum 
on the way to the manger. Of course! I remember it 
well.

LUCY • Uncle Bud, that’s just a song that someone made 
up. There isn’t a drummer boy in the Bible story. But 
why don’t we sing a few songs before I tell you the 
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real story about the wise men?

Sing and offering (3-12 min.)
BUD • That sounds like an excellent idea. Would you kids 

like to sing with us?
Sing “Joy to the World.” Choose other songs as time allows.
Song suggestions: 

• “Joy to the World” song (unit theme)
• “Born in Bethlehem” song
• “Let Us Adore Him” song
• “Celebrate Jesus” song
• “Come and Sing” song

Giant Timeline (1 min.)
BUD • We’ve been taking a break from our chronological 

study of the Bible to learn about God’s plan for Jesus’ 
birth and to celebrate Christmas. First, we learned 
that God chose Mary and Joseph to be the earthly 
parents of Jesus. God sent His Son, Jesus, to earth as 
a baby so He could be fully God as well as fully man.

LUCY • That’s right, Uncle Bud. Last week, we learned that 
Jesus was born to be God’s promised Savior. Jesus 
was born in Bethlehem, just like the prophets in the 
Old Testament had promised, even though Mary 
and Joseph lived in Nazareth when the angels spoke 
to them. Silly things like geography can’t stop God’s 
plan!

BUD • Today’s Bible story is called “Wise Men Visited 
Jesus.” You know, I’m pretty wise myself. I fill out 
crosswords in pen!

LUCY • These wise men were not part of Israel, God’s 
chosen people, but someone had taught them that 
God promised to send a special King. When they 
saw a special star, they believed it was a sign that the 

• “Joy to the World” 
song and other 
songs of your choice

• Giant Timeline or 
Big Story Circle

• Main Point Posters
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special King had been born.

Key Passage (5 min.)
BUD • You know, Lucy, our key passage, Galatians 4:4-5, 

tells us that God sent Jesus to earth at just the right 
time. God had everything worked out, and when the 
time was absolutely perfect, He sent Jesus to earth as 
a baby. That reminds me of a fun game.

Invite kids to form groups of five or six and sit in a circle. 
One kid in each group will say the first word of the key 
passage and point to another kid in the circle who will say 
the second word. Kids will popcorn the key passage until 
they have said it completely. Play again to see which group 
of kids can say it the fastest. You may show the key passage 
poster to help kids if they get stuck, but encourage them to 
say it from memory. Sing the key passage song.

Big picture question (1 min.)
BUD • Let’s see if our kids are wise enough to remember the 

big picture question and answer we’ve been learning 
over the past few weeks. [to kids] Do I have any 
volunteers? [Invite a few kids to say the big picture 
question and answer.]

LUCY • Great job! Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to 
rescue us from sin. 

Tell the Bible story (10 min.)
BUD • Keep that big picture question and answer in mind as 

we dive into the Bible story.
Open your Bible to Matthew 2:1-21. Tell the Bible story 
in your own words, using the script provided, or show the 
Bible story video “Wise Men Visited Jesus.”
BUD • You know what doesn’t seem wise about these wise 

men, Lucy?

• Key Passage Poster
• “Adoption as Sons” 

song

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• “Wise Men Visted 

Jesus” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
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LUCY • What’s that?
BUD • Well, they didn’t obey the king who had all the 

power, which was probably pretty dangerous at the 
time. King Herod was a really wicked king to kill 
all the little boys in Bethlehem. Making Herod mad 
doesn’t seem at all wise to me.

LUCY • That’s true, but remember that these wise men were 
seeking the true King of Israel. Even though Jesus 
was a child, He was the true King who deserved their 
worship and protection. That’s why the wise men 
worshiped Jesus as King. Jesus is the King who will 
rule forever, as God promised King David. Jesus is 
the true King who is worthy of all our worship.

BUD • Thankfully, God sent an angel to warn Joseph in a 
dream to take Mary and Jesus to Egypt, where they 
would be safe. I mean, Jesus was a little child. He 
needed Mary and Joseph to keep Him safe if He was 
going to grow up and die on the cross to save us!

LUCY • I never thought about it like that, Uncle Bud, but 
you’re right. God was working out His plan to make 
sure we could be forgiven of our sins by trusting in 
Jesus’ death on the cross and His resurrection.

The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me (option)
BUD • Since Jesus is the true King who will reign forever, 

that means He deserves our worship. Even though 
Jesus is God’s Son, He came to earth, lived a perfectly 
sinless life that we couldn’t live, and died the death 
we deserved so that we could be forgiven and have 
eternal life with Him. When we think about who 
Jesus is and what He has done, how can we not make 
Him King of our lives?

Use your Bible and the guide provided to explain how to 
become a Christian. Encourage kids to ask their parents 

• Bibles

Tip: Anytime you 
share how to 
become a Christian 
in a large group 
environment, try 
to have counselors 
available to meet 
one-on-one with 
kids. Make sure 
kids know whom 
they can talk to 
and when they can 
talk. Provide I’m a 
Christian Now for 
new Christians to 
take home and 
complete with their 
families.
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or other adults any questions they have about becoming a 
Christian. 

Group demonstration (5 min.)
THE FREAKY EYE PATCH

A few days before class, ask a local movie theater if you 
can have any 3-D glasses with circular polarized lenses 
that they are going to discard. (Not the blue and red linear 
lenses!) Make sure to clean the lenses and frame before class. 
Gently poke out one of the lenses. During class, invite a few 
volunteers to come on stage.
BUD • [Hold up a pair of sunglasses.] I want to show you all 

an experiment with polarized light. You can see that 
these are 3-D glasses from your local movie theater, 
and one lens is missing. [to volunteer] Could you 
please put on these glasses? [Pause while she does so.] 
Now, I need you to close your eye that does not have 
the 3-D lens over it.

When the volunteer closes her eye, make sure that all of 
the kids can see that she has one eye closed. Lucy will hold 
the mirror as Bud gently helps the volunteer stand in front 
of it, keeping her eye closed. When she stands in front of 
the mirror, the polarized lens will look black and she will 
be able to see her closed eyelid. Now, still looking at the 
mirror, guide her to switch which eye is opened and which 
is closed. Invite other volunteers to try out the experiment, 
but make sure you clean the glasses thoroughly between 
each kid’s use. 
BUD • Light is fun to experiment with because changing 

our perspective changes what we see. The wise men 
followed the star that led them to Jesus for many 
miles. But when they reached Jerusalem, where 
they were expecting to find the King of Israel, they 
didn’t find Jesus there. Instead, they found Jesus in 

• 3-D glasses from 
movie theater

• large mirror
• sunglasses cleaner
• glasses buffing cloth

How it works: 
When the circularly 
polarized light 
(glasses) falls 
on a metallic 
reflective surface 
(the mirror), the 
reflection reverses 
the sense of circular 
polarization. Right 
circular polarized 
light becomes left 
circularly polarized 
upon reflection and 
vice versa.
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a small home in Bethlehem. Even so, the wise men 
worshiped Jesus as King. We can’t worship Jesus 
on our terms—when we feel like worshiping Jesus. 
We have to worship Him as God commands us to 
worship Jesus: as our Savior and Lord.

Review (4 min.)
Invite kids to answer the following true or false review 
questions.

1. Herod had been expecting the wise men to come 
to Jerusalem. (False, they arrived unexpectedly; 
Matt. 2:1)

2. Herod and all of Jerusalem was deeply disturbed by 
the wise men’s message that a king had been born. 
(True, Matt. 2:3)

3. The chiefs and scribes said that King David said 
Jesus would be born in Bethlehem. (False, it was the 
prophet Micah; Matt. 2:5-6)

4. After they left Jerusalem, they saw the star again 
and it led them to Jesus. (True, Matt. 2:9-11)

5. An angel told Joseph to take Mary and Jesus to 
Assyria. (False, to Egypt; Matt. 2:13-15)

6. King Herod killed all of the boys in Bethlehem two 
years old and younger. (True, Matt. 2:16-18)

Group game (10 min.)
GUIDED BY THE LIGHT

Form groups of five to six kids and guide them to line up 
single file. Give the first kid in each line a hand mirror. 
If you have a smaller group of kids, give each kid a hand 
mirror and guide them to spread out through the room. 
Mark an X with masking tape on a wall or table. Bud or 
Lucy will stand in the center of the room with the laser 
pointer or flashlight. Explain that he or she will shine the 

• non-breakable hand 
mirrors

• laser pointer or 
flashlight

• masking tape
• cardboard tubes 

(optional)
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light at one mirror, and the kids must work together to pass 
the light from mirror to mirror so that it touches all mirrors 
and then touches the tape X. Rotate the kids to the back 
of the line and play again. You may also give the other kids 
in each team cardboard tubes for them to hold so the laser 
light passes through the tubes.
LUCY • Think of this light as if it were the good news about 

Jesus. As believers, we are called to tell others the 
good news that Jesus died on the cross and rose again 
to rescue us from sin. When we share the gospel and 
someone else believes, the truth goes on and on. 
Whom can you tell about Jesus this week?

Missions (6 min.)
BUD • That reminds me of a missions video I saw the 

other day about a family who moved to Moldova, a 
country in Eastern Europe. Check this out.

Show the missions video “Ministry Needs.”
LUCY • The men and women serving in Moldova recognize 

that Jesus is the King of their lives. They traveled far 
from home to share this good news with children in 
Moldova. They love the children there by meeting 
their physical needs and showing them Jesus’ love. 
They also tell them the good news about Jesus so that 
the children can believe in Him and celebrate His life 
too. Let’s pray for the kids in Moldova to hear and 
believe the gospel. Let’s pray that God can use us to 
help others hear the gospel here at home.

Announcements (2 min.)
BUD • Well, my dear, we have many more hours to go 

before we land in London. [to kids] It’s been fun 
getting to learn more about the real reason for 
Christmas with you. Next week, you’re going to 

• “Ministry Needs” 
missions video

117Christmas



jump back into the chronological study of the Bible. 
Before you go, we have some announcements.

Make any announcements from your kids’ ministry.

Prayer (2 min.)
LUCY • Dear Father, thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus, 

to save us from sin and be our King forever. He is 
worthy of all our praise. Help us to obey Him as our 
King in everything we do. Amen.

Additional idea
MAKE A SNOW GLOBE

Invite kids to make a snow globe. Give each kid a clean, 
empty baby food jar. This will be the base of the snow 
globe. Guide kids to form a cross, crown, fish, or another 
symbol that reminds them of the Bible story and hot glue it 
to the inside of the lid. (Adults are the only ones who may 
use the hot glue gun.) Allow the item to dry. Kids can pour 
glitter, colorful pom-poms, and mineral oil in the jar. Make 
sure it is a little over halfway full. When ready to finish 
assembling the snow globe, hot glue the inside of the lid 
and assist kids as they replace the lid and tighten it until it is 
sealed. When it is dry, invite kids to turn it over and shake 
the snow globe to disperse the “snow.” Kids may write the 
main point or big picture answer on the jar.
BUD/LUCY • You may give this snow globe to a friend or 

family member. Or you may use it to remind you 
this Christmas that God sent Jesus to earth to rescue 
us from sin. The wise men worshiped Jesus as 
King, and we can worship Him too!

• clean, empty baby 
food jars, 1 per kid

• glitter or snow-
shaped confetti

• red, green, yellow, 
and white pom-
poms

• mineral oil
• permanent markers
• hot glue gun
• chenille craft stems
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:19.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
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Christmas
Key Passage: Galatians 4:4-5

Big Picture Question: Why was Jesus born? Jesus 
was born to rescue us from sin.

Session 1:  Angels Spoke to Mary and Joseph 
Luke 1:26-56; Matthew 1:18-24 
God chose Mary and Joseph to be the 
earthly parents of Jesus. 

Session 2:   Jesus Was Born 
Luke 2:1-20 
Jesus was born to be God’s promised 
Savior.

Session 3:   Wise Men Visited Jesus 
Matthew 2:1-21 
The wise men worshiped Jesus as 
King.



Key Passage (HCSB®)  •  Kids  •  Unit 5  •  © 2015 LifeWay  OK to Print

When the time came to 
completion, God sent His 

Son, born of a woman, 
born under the law,  to 
redeem those under the 
law, so that we might 

receive adoption as sons.

Galatians 4:4-5



Key Passage (KJV)  •  Kids  •  Unit 5  •  © 2015 LifeWay  OK to Print

But when the fulness of 
the time was come, God 
sent forth his Son, made 
of a woman, made under 
the law, To redeem them 
that were under the law, 
that we might receive the 

adoption of sons.

Galatians 4:4-5
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But when the fullness 
of time had come, God 
sent forth his Son, born 
of woman, born under 

the law, to redeem those 
who were under the law, 
so that we might receive 

adoption as sons.

Galatians 4:4-5
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But when the set time 
had fully come, God 

sent his Son, born of a 
woman, born under the 
law, to redeem those 

under the law, that we 
might receive adoption 

to sonship.
Galatians 4:4-5
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The wise men 
worshiped Jesus 

as King.
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Why was 
Jesus born?
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Why was 
Jesus born?

Jesus was born to 
rescue us from sin.
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