
The Gospel Project for Adults, Fall 2015 
Extended Instructional Approaches for Session 4 
 
Introduction: Engage the group by thinking about a related concept.  

We are all familiar with disease. One of the main reasons we have vaccination 
programs is to prevent the spread of diseases. Ask one of your group members to 
read the following: 

In 1918, waves of mutating influenza viruses swept through the military lines of 
the armies fighting in World War I to the civilian population across the globe. This 
flu outbreak orphaned children, closed down schools and businesses, and left the 
nation without important services because of ill workers. An estimated 675,000 
Americans died in a matter of months, and 20 million people died across the globe 
before the pandemic subsided. 

Ask, “Why do diseases spread so rapidly?” Have 2-3 students share their answers 
with the class. 
 

[Healthline Editorial Team, “10 Worst Outbreaks in U.S. History,” Healthline 
[online], 20 January 2013 [cited 5 August 2015]. Available from the Internet: 
http://www.healthline.com/health/worst-disease-outbreaks-history#Overview1.] 

 
Part 1: Assist your group members in their understanding of sin 
through a New Testament passage. 
 
The passage in focus mentions that the spread of sin begins with evil desires. Give 
your group members a few minutes to read James 1:13-15. Ask them to comment 
on their insights, especially in regards to the origin of sin’s desires. 
 
 
Part 2: Help your students see the damage of sin on others.  
 
Make copies of the following article and distribute to your students. Give them a 
few minutes to read and then ask a few of them for their insights. The intent of the 
article is to relate the “sting” of our sins on others. 
 
“The Parable of the Sting” 



They may, by your good works which they observe, glorify God in 
the day of visitation. – 1 Peter 2:12 

I can still see Jay Elliott’s shocked face as I burst through his front door almost 50 
years ago with a “gang” of bees swirling around me. As I raced out his back door, I 
realized the bees were gone. Well, sort of—I’d left them in Jay’s house! Moments 
later, he came racing out his back door—chased by the bees I had brought to him. 

I had more than a dozen stings, with little effect. Jay had a different experience. 
Though he’d been stung only once or twice by “my” bees, his eyes and throat 
swelled up in a painful allergic reaction. My actions had caused a lot of pain for 
my friend. 

That’s a picture of what’s true in our interpersonal relationships too. We hurt 
others when our actions aren’t Christlike. Even after an apology, the “sting” sticks. 

People would be right to expect an absence of harshness and an air of patience 
from those who follow Christ. We forget sometimes that people struggling with 
faith, or life, or both, watch Christians with expectation. They hope to see less 
anger and more mercy, less judgment and more compassion, less criticism and 
more encouragement. Jesus and Peter told us to live good lives so God is given the 
glory (Matt. 5:16; 1 Pet. 2:12). May our actions and reactions point those around us 
to our loving Father. 

We have found that it’s easy to hurt others 
with our words or actions. Teach us, Father, 
to pause and to think before we speak or act. 
Fill us with kindness and care. 
 

May others see less of me and more of Jesus. 

[Randy Kilgore, “The Parable of the Sting,” Our Daily Bread [online], 14 August 
2014 [cited 5 August 2015]. Available from the Internet: 
http://odb.org/2014/08/14/the-parable-of-the-sting.] 

 
Part 3: Engage their thinking by using “Think-Pair-Share” technique. 
 



Show your group members the video clip “Human Beings” from the movie To End 
All Wars (3 minutes, 20 seconds). This clip is available on WingClips at 
http://www.wingclips.com/movie-clips/to-end-all-wars/human-beings. 
 
In the clip, the Captain (Ernest) reaches out to provide medical care to the enemy. 
Ask your group members, “What are some ways that Ernest’s merciful and 
compassionate act to his enemy reflect the gospel?” Think for 30 seconds about 
this question. Now I want you to discuss your ideas with a person on your left or 
right who is not your spouse.” Pause for 60 seconds. Call on 3-4 pairs to share one 
idea. 
 
 
Conclusion: Challenge for application.  
 
Sin spreads like a pandemic, if left unchecked. This is even true in the life of a 
believer. Ask your students to spend a few minutes with God asking the question, 
“Am I spreading sin or stopping its spread?” If they can’t answer, “Stopping its 
spread,” exhort them to spend time with the Lord confessing and forsaking this sin 
and getting back on the right track.  
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
There are three main types of sensory perception: auditory, visual, and kinesthetic. 
It is crucial that the teacher understand the need to vary lessons based on learning 
styles. We use all three in varying degrees but tend to have a dominant one. Refer 
to the last two lessons to learn about auditory and visual learner tendencies. The 
kinesthetic learner enjoys becoming physically involved and actually doing 
something with what’s being learned. As children (and even some adults), they 
tend to be in constant motion. All their lives they have been accused of being 
“fidgety” or asked if they have “ants in their pants.” They have probably heard 
teachers say things like “Sit still!” and “Put your feet on the floor!” 
 
The kinesthetic learner needs to put some sort of action into their learning or it 
doesn’t stick. Even if the action is as simple as pacing or moving while reading or 
memorizing, the strongly kinesthetic learner will remember best what he/she has 
learned on the move. I used this technique when studying for my doctoral 
comprehensive examination and it was very effective. 
 



Most strongly kinesthetic people are only able to concentrate on one thing for 
about ten minutes at a time without taking some sort of break. Be sure to break up 
your class into various “segments” with opportunities for some sort of kinesthetic 
activity if you want to reach these learners. 
 


