
Volume 12 (SUM15) Adult-Kid Connections  
 
Unit 35, Session 6: Paul’s Ministry to Rome  
Acts 21:17–28:31 
 
Christ Connection:  
Preschool: Paul was punished and became a prisoner because he told people the 
good news of Jesus. Nothing could stop Paul’s work to tell everyone about Jesus. 
The Holy Spirit helps people share the gospel all over the world so people will know 
and love Jesus. 
Kids: Paul’s work to spread the good news of Jesus continued in Rome. No 
punishment or suffering stopped Paul from telling others about Jesus. The Holy 
Spirit gives believers power to share the gospel all over the world so people will 
know and love Jesus. 
Adults: As we talked about in the last week’s session, we should persist in prayer 
and specifically in prayer for the spread of the gospel. The Bible goes further than 
that by giving us an instance of the church’s task to pray for specific missionaries, 
which in this case is Paul.  

Paul’s call to prayer got personal for him in Ephesians 6:18-20, asking the 
Ephesians to pray specifically for his work as a missionary. 

18 Pray at all times in the Spirit with every prayer and request, and stay alert in this 
with all perseverance and intercession for all the saints. 19 Pray also for me, that the 
message may be given to me when I open my mouth to make known with boldness 
the mystery of the gospel. 20 For this I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I 
might be bold enough in Him to speak as I should. 

This request for prayer offers a window into how to pray for the advancement 
of the gospel. It’s a great way to think about how we pray for missionaries and 
ministers as well as how to pray for our friends, fellow church members, and 
ourselves. If we want to see the gospel multiply and go forth, we must learn to pray 
for that mission. 

The fact that God’s Word calls us to pray for God’s mission reveals a 
beautiful paradox. On the one hand, it tells us that it’s God who advances the 
mission; we pray so that He will open doors, give us words, and allow it to move 
forward. On the other hand, if the mission advances, it’s because of God’s people 
speaking, acting, and working together for it. This isn’t a puzzle to figure out; it’s a 
beautiful thing to behold. God allows us, through our prayers, to participate in His 
advancing kingdom. Take heart in knowing that that gospel reached you because of 
the prayers of God’s people.  

 

Materials: Map of Paul’s missionary journeys 
Choose a child to trace his finger along the route Paul took on his journey to Rome. 
Retell the Bible story. 
Ask: “What were some bad things that happened to Paul in our story?”  



Briefly review all the trials Paul went through to share the gospel on his journeys. He 
was dragged around, arrested, almost killed, and then put in prison. As he sailed off 
to Rome, his ship wrecked and he washed up on an island. When he arrived in 
Rome, he was placed under house arrest. 
                              
Ask: “What were some good things that came out of these troubles?” 
                                   
Remind your kids that Jesus appeared to Paul and told him, “Have courage!” After 
being shipwrecked on an island, Paul healed and prayed for the people there. Even 
under house arrest in Rome, Paul was able to teach people about Jesus. 
                                                     
Think about ways your family could participate in sharing the gospel all over the 
world. Consider financially supporting a missionary or praying for countries all over 
the world. Consider that the world may have come to your neighborhood as people 
move here from other countries. Create a plan to share the gospel with them. 
Pray, thanking God that someone shared the gospel with you. Ask God to give you 
boldness through the Holy Spirit to share the goods news of Jesus with others. 
 
 


