
Volume 11 Adult/Kid Connections (Spring 2015)  
 
Unit 31, Session 1: The Rich Young Ruler  
Matthew 19:16-30; Mark 10:17-31; Luke 18:18-30 
 
Christ Connection:  
Preschool: The rich young ruler loved his things more than he loved Jesus. Jesus 
wants us to be happy to give up anything to follow Him. Jesus is better than any 
treasure on earth. When we trust Jesus, we get eternal life. 
Kids: The rich young ruler loved his possessions more than he loved Jesus. Jesus 
asks us to be willing to give up everything and follow Him because He is ultimately 
the only One worth following. Jesus is better than any treasure on earth. As people 
who know and love Jesus, we receive eternal life. 
 

Adult Connection Point: The story about the rich young ruler points out to us 
that we should love Jesus more than anything else. Following Him should be the first 
priority of our lives. As a result, we should love what He loves, and one of things that 
He loves is the church, His bride for which He died (Eph. 5:25-26). Therefore, if we 
are to follow Jesus, we have no option but to live and serve as members of His body. 
To follow Jesus and become a member of His body, though, first requires that we 
turn from our sins and trust in Him alone for salvation. We must look to His death on 
the cross and resurrection from the grave in order to be made right with God. We 
must be made alive by the Holy Spirit and forgiven of our sin before we can follow 
Him as members of His body, the church. 

While the Bible provides various insights into God’s intention for His people, one 
of the most accessible is that we were created to adorn the person and work of 
Jesus Christ. As people formed by the gospel, we are united to show forth the 
beauties of the gospel in the way that we love each other (John 17:20-23). 
Accordingly, the Spirit has composed the body of Christ in order to facilitate our 
working together to accomplish the mission of the kingdom of God. The more we 
loveThe more we understand and appreciate the glory of the body of Christ, the 
more we will be enthralled with the opportunity to contribute to its common good. 
Consider the Voices from the Church quote below. 

Voices from the Church: 
“This is no polite and formal fellowship. It’s a body, bound together by our individual 
decisions but also bound together by far more than human decision—the person and 
work of Christ.” 
–Mark Dever, What Is a Healthy Church? (Wheaton: Crossway, 2007), 26. 
 

Materials: spool of thread, needle 
Direct each family to thread the needle assisting any preschoolers. When each 
member has had a chance, ask, “How hard was it to thread the needle? How 
hard would it be to push a camel through the needle?” 
                                
Summarize the Bible story of the rich young ruler. 
                         



Ask: “How did Jesus respond when the rich young ruler asked, ‘Good Teacher, 
what must I do to inherit eternal life?’” 
                                                           
Comment how Jesus was testing the young man to see if he thought Jesus was 
only a good man or if he really believed Jesus is God’s Son. Jesus is good but 
more importantly He is God’s Son. 
                                                
Ask: “What was holding the young man back from following Jesus?” 
Recall how the young man was very rich and valued his things more than his 
relationship with Jesus. He walked away sad when Jesus told him to sell all his 
things, give the money to the poor, and follow Him. Jesus showed the young 
ruler that money cannot buy your way into heaven. Only when we trust Jesus will 
we receive eternal life. When we follow Jesus we will learn that a relationship 
with Him is better than any treasure on earth. 
Consider giving up one activity this week and replacing it with time with Jesus. 
Pray, thanking God for giving us the greatest treasure of all—Jesus! Help us to 
remember that following Jesus is the only way to eternal life. 
 


