
2016 ANNUAL TEXAS BAPTIST MISSIONS FOUNDATION  
AWARDS LUNCHEON
The 2016 Texas Baptist Missions Foundation Mission Awards 
Luncheon was held in Waco, Texas on Monday, November 14th 
during the Texas Baptists Annual Meeting. The organizations and 
individual honored are as follows:

Charles Whiteside
Adventurer Award for Leadership in Missions 

The adventurer Award honors an individual or organization 
who advanced missions through outstanding financial support 
or leadership in ministry opportunities. Dr. Charles Whiteside’s 
commitment to missions is a driving passion in his life. He is a 
longtime member of FBC Kilgore and has served faithfully in 
many capacities. He has also been an active supporter of College 
Student Ministry, international missions in Belize and Brazil, and 
the Texas Baptist Hunger Offering.

First Baptist Church West
The Innovator Award for Creativity in Missions 

The Innovator Award honors an individual or organization who 
provided a model for missions that others can adopt. First Baptist 
Church of West, TX immediately went into action following the 
explosion that rocked their city in April 2013. The congregation 
ministered to the community by disbursing donated items to 
survivors, offering their own damaged building to house and feed 
volunteers, and making sack lunches for the volunteers. FBC West 
proved to be a shining beacon of light and a center of refuge to 
disaster survivors in their community.

First Baptist Church Temple
The Pioneer Award for Service in Missions 

The Pioneer Award is presented to an individual or church that has 
been a longtime leader in beginning mission work that impacted 
Texas Baptist life. First Baptist Church Temple follows the Acts 1:8 
Challenge, empowering and encouraging the entire church body 
to be on mission. Their ministry in Temple and Bell County, which 
they consider their “Jerusalem”, includes Feed My Sheep, CASA, 
Prison Ministry, and many more. Going beyond to “Judea” and 
“The Ends of the Earth,” FBC Temple ministers alongside churches 
in Vermont and New Hampshire and has led international mission 
trips around the world.

STUDENT SUMMER MISSIONS
This year, Texas Baptists celebrate 
70 years of sending university 
students as missionaries. Since 
1946, 10,346 students have been 
scattered across our nation and 
the world to share the good 
news of Jesus Christ. In 2016, 
556 students served as Summer, 
Semester and Christmas Break 
missionaries through Go Now 
Missions (formerly known as BSU 
Summer Missions). What can God 
do with one college student willing 
to serve Him during their break?  
Here is an example of how Texas 
students are impacting the world 
for Christ.

Cody [UMHB]: Seattle, WA

“We have had the opportunity 
to work in a food bank that the 
church operates. I have seen God 
working in many of the lives of the 
people that come for sustenance. 
Particularly, I have seen His hand in 
the life of a woman named *Nikki. 
She has recently decided to try 
to understand who Jesus is. She 
was once someone who believed 
there were many ways to heaven, 
but has since come to know the 
truth. She comes every week and 
craves something more than food; 
she seeks to better understand 
who God is and how she relates to 
Him. My team and the church staff 
has been great with this situation. I 
have been greatly encouraged and 
can only pray to have the fervor 
and curiosity Nikki possesses.”

*Name has been changed
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Enclosed is my gift of $

Please use my gift for:

❒  Project: Start     ❒  Raising Highly Capable Kids     

❒  Student Summer Missions    ❒  Where Needed Most     

❒  Other:

Payment Method:

❒  Cash     ❒  Check     ❒  Card  

Email address:

Name on credit card:

Credit Card Number:

Expiration:         /        CVS#:

Card Type:   ❒  Visa     ❒  MasterCard     ❒  Discover

❒  American Express  
Billing Address:

Signature:

Please make checks payable to:
 Texas Baptist Missions Foundation

7557 Rambler Road, Suite 1200, Dallas, TX 75231-2388



DONOR SPOTLIGHT: THE ROBERTSON FAMILY
Richard and Carolyn 
Robertson have 
spent their lives 
serving the Lord 
through their local 
church and through 
their involvement in 
missions all over the 
world. They met at 
River Oaks Baptist 

Church in Houston where Richard worked for 
an airline and Carolyn for an oil company. 
Their involvement in the church led to missions 
outside the church, which gave them a vision 
for what the Lord wanted to do through the 
two of them, both while they were alive and 
after they had gone to heaven.

Carolyn says this about their first mission trip: 
“We went to Santiago, Chile, and my first visit 
was with a lady who was in a wheelchair – not 
a good wheelchair, but a wooden straight 
back chair with roller skates nailed to the legs. 
The woman accepted Christ during our visit, 
but, while I was a part of helping introduce 
her to Jesus, I also wanted to do something 
about her chair. When I got back to Houston, I 
told the story of this lady and someone in the 
church had a wheelchair that I could send to 
this lady. Because Richard worked for an airline, 
it was easy for me to travel and so I took the 
chair to her myself. Seeing the expression 
on her face did more for me than for her! 
We were hooked on missions and, because 
our schedules permitted, we went on trips 
whenever we could.”

Years ago, the Robertsons began to set 
aside funds that would not only take care of 
them in retirement, but support mission work 
through the Missions Foundation after they 
are gone. “Richard worked as hard at growing 
our mission fund as he did at being an airline 
employee,” Carolyn said.

Richard passed away in June, but Carolyn 
is continuing to work with the Missions 
Foundation to make sure that their plan will 
provide for their church and for mission needs 
around the world.

LUZ VALLEJO – A SUCCESS STORY
By Gabriel Cortes

In 2013, when Manuel Jara 
Elementary in Fort Worth 
began offering Raising Highly 
Capable Kids, a program that 
equips parents to be effective 
leaders in their homes, Luz 
Vallejo was a parent of 2 
little girls in school and was 
expecting a third child. She was 
very quiet and kept to herself. 
But through the 13-week program, a change began to 
occur. Luz looked a bit more confident, the girls seemed 
happier at school and they were experiencing academic 
success.  

Soon, Luz began working part-time at McDonald’s, 
and went through the English as a Second Language 
Program at Tarrant County College (TCC). Several weeks 
ago, she went by to see the school’s principal, Mrs. Marta 
Plata, and brought her a copy of her GED certificate 
for High School Equivalency. They had just made her 
crew leader at McDonald’s and she plans to begin the 
Associate’s Degree program at TCC next semester.

On Saturday, September 17, 2016, Luz went to Manuel 
Jara Elementary to be trained as a Raising Highly 
Capable Kids facilitator for incoming parents.

Gabriel Cortés serves as Hispanic Education Initiative 
Director for Texas Baptists. He can be reached at  
gabriel.cortes@texasbaptists.org or at 214.887.5426. 

TBMF MAKES $242,615 IN GRANTS
The Texas Baptist Missions Foundation’s council 
members met on August 30 at our Rambler Park office. 
Thanks to the generosity of donors like you, council 
members were able to approve 28 grant requests 
ranging from Collegiate Ministries to Church Architecture 
consultation scholarships to a school water project in 
Liberia. As you can see, TBMF donors not only impact 
the state of Texas but the world for the Gospel of Christ. 

Continue reading below for an inspiring story about 
Raising Highly Capable Kids, one of the ministries 
funded through TBMF.

BUY LOW -- GIVE HIGH

If you are considering a year-end gift to the Missions Foundation, look first at your stock 
portfolio. If there are some appreciated stocks, consider making a gift of some shares of 

one of those stocks rather than just writing a check. You will get an income tax deduction 
for the full market value of the stock, regardless of what you paid for it. 

Contact Bill Arnold at 214.828.5343 for more information.


