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 "Celebrating Service" is the theme of this year's Annual Meeting 

in Waco. The primary focus of the gathering is the work of our Texas 

Baptists institutions, acknowledging the wonderful ways they serve 

the Lord and meet the needs of people. As Texas Baptists, we continue 

to be blessed by these long-serving, faithful institutions. Certainly 

I encourage you to pray for them and, hopefully, fi nd ways to walk 

alongside them with "above and beyond" fi nancial support.

 In addition to our historical partnerships with these great Texas 

Baptists institutions, we are always looking for new ways to touch 

lives of people both here in Texas and beyond. So far this year, we 

have launched or will be launching three new initiatives. I'll share, 

briefl y, about each of these in the next few paragraphs.

 First is a work called "Pioneering," led by Elizabeth Biedrzycki in 

San Antonio and BJ Ramon in Houston. The essence of this work is 

to reach the millennial generation in these cities. This eff ort takes place 

mostly outside the walls of the Church and works towards 

improving society in positive ways. Thus far, we have had some 

wonderful success. Elizabeth and BJ will be leading a workshop at 

our Annual Meeting on this work. It is very encouraging!

 Second is a new eff ort here in Dallas, called Project: Start, 

focused on reaching the Refugee Community. This work is led by a 

former refugee from Ukraine, Leonid Regheta. The target area is called 

Vickery Meadows where more than 30,000 refugees from all over the 

world have settled. Again, this work is off  to a great start. Leonid will 

also be at our Annual Meeting and you will have an opportunity to 

learn of this work, ways you can support it here in Dallas, or even bring 

something similar to your city.

 Finally, we are happy to introduce a new missions enterprise 

in partnership with the Baptist Convention of Brazil, we are calling 

the "Missionary Adoption Program." This is an eff ort to partner 

with Brazilian Baptists to reach the 147 people groups and 10,000 

communities along the Amazon by supporting indigenous 

missionaries, who already know the language and culture.  

Fernando Brandao, from Brazil, will be at our Annual Meeting to 

share with anyone interested in engaging in this new partnership.  

Personally, I believe this is a very eff ective and effi  cient way to 

share Jesus with those who need to hear.

 Thank you for your continued support of our Texas Baptists work. 

Together we are making a diff erence.

God bless,

DAVID HARDAGE

E XECUT IVE D IREC TOR
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IMPACT:  
TEXAS BAPTISTS NEWS

Super Summer
Seven Super Summer sessions at six 
Texas Baptists universities equipped 
2,350 student leaders to know and  
share the Gospel.

The Office of Hispanic  
Ministries resourced three 
camps, including Children’s 
Camp in East Texas, the  
DFW Youth Camp and East 
Texas Youth Camp with  
782 participants and saw  
17 professions of faith. 

Camp Exalted
Camp Exalted, coordinated through 
African American Ministries, ministered 
to 286 students and saw 45 professions 
of faith.

Camp Fusion 
Ministering to 350 students from 18 
churches covering 12 cultures, Camp 
Fusion saw 20 professions of faith and 
115 recommitments.

BOUNCE Student  
Disaster Recovery
Over Spring Break and through the 
summer, BOUNCE Student Disaster 
Recovery mobilized 810 students on 52 
work projects across Texas and into 
Oklahoma. Teams served in Wimberley/
San Marcos, Dallas, Mineral Wells, Waco 
and Bartlesville, OK. The scope of the 
work included roofs, siding, painting, 
wheelchair ramps, and more.

STATE BIBLE DRILL AND 
SPEAKERS’ TOURNAMENT 

Ninety-three youth, representing 37 
churches, competed at the state Bible 
Drill and Speakers’ Tournament. “I am 
amazed every year at the caliber and 
character of the participants I meet 
at the State Bible Drill & Speakers' 
Tournament,” said Keith Lowry, Texas 
Baptists’ adult discipleship specialist  
and director of Bible Drill and  
Speakers’ Tournament. 

Youth Bible Drill
(7th – 9th grades)

1st Place 
William Horton, First  
Baptist Church in Dallas 

2nd Place 
Bethany Leamons, Fairy 
Baptist Church in Hico

High School  
Bible Drill 
(10th – 12th grades)

1st Place 
Anna Casey, First Baptist 
Church in Albany

2nd Place 
Katie Davidson, First 
Baptist Church in Allen

Youth Speakers’ 
Tournament 
(10th – 12th grades) 

1st Place 
Taryn Smith, First Baptist 
Church in Allen

2nd Place 
Callie Hill, First Baptist 
Church in Garland

Taryn Smith and Callie Hill
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To read more Texas Baptists news stories, visit texasbaptists.org/news.

Texas Baptists send $63,000 to 
Europe for Syrian refugee relief 
Generous contributions totaling 
$26,800 from Texas Baptist individuals 
and churches helped numerous Syrian 
refugees survive yet another cold 
winter and spring in the Bekaa Valley 

of Lebanon. Donations were given through the Texas Baptists 
Refugee Relief Project, which originated in October 2014 through 
a partnership between Texas Baptists and the Lebanese Society 
for Educational and Social Development (LSESD). In addition, 
$21,290 was given through the Texas Baptist Hunger Offering 
to LSESD and another $15,000 through European Baptists 
in Serbia.

Convención attendees 
encouraged to advance towards 
becoming more like Christ
The Hispanic Baptist Convention of 
Texas Annual Meeting was held 
June 26-28 at Park Cities Baptist 
Church in Dallas. With a theme of 

"Advancing Together Toward the Goal," Dr. Alfonso Flores 
closed out the gathering with a great challenge: "If we are 
advancing together toward the goal, what is that goal? 
Our goal is being transformed into the image of Christ. 
Has anyone ever confused you with Jesus?"

Texas Baptists welcome new 
Western Heritage consultant 
& church starter
Texas Baptists welcomed Jason Bryant to the 
staff as the new Western Heritage consultant 

and church starter. Bryant previously served as a church planter 
and pastor at Triple S Cowboy Church in Palestine and 3C 
Cowboy Fellowship in Salado.

Clay Jacobson joins Texas 
Baptists Church Starting staff 
Clay Jacobson is serving as the new church 
starter for Area 4, covering North East 
Texas region from Dallas to Texarkana. 

He previously served as pastor of Lamar Street Baptist 
Church in Sweetwater.

FIRST COHORT OF LEADERSHIP 
TEXAS BAPTISTS CELEBRATES COMPLETION

The Leadership Texas Baptists Cohort 1 celebrated completion 
on May 23, through a special graduation celebration at the 
Executive Board Meeting for Texas Baptists. Participants 
received awards and recognition for their hard work and 
dedication to the nine-month long program in its inaugural 
year. The participants were a diverse representation of young 
Texas Baptists ranging from church planters and ministers to 
staff members at Baptist institutions. Leadership Texas Baptists 
Cohort 2 began in September with 15 members.

AFRICAN AMERICAN FELLOWSHIP & 
EVANGELISM CONFERENCE FOCUSES ON UNITY

The 2016 African American Fellowship and Evangelism
Conference was held June 27-July 1 at Friendship Baptist 
Church in The Colony. “I saw the African American Fellowship 
Conference as a great success but also the beginning of 
our focus to bring unity and strength to the ministry of the 
nearly 900 churches which comprise the African American 
Fellowship,” said African American Fellowship of Texas 
President Dr. Ponce Brown. “The challenges of life in this 
world were answered as we were encouraged with the hope 
given in the ministry of the word of God.”
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BY KALIE LOWRIE

PUBL IC AT IONS MANAGER

 Vaughn, Sunshine, Jax, Lily and Milo Managan took up residence in the 

small town of Deweyville, Texas, this summer, serving as volunteer coordinators 

for Texas Baptists Disaster Recovery. Each member of the family played a 

valuable part in the work of helping families rebuild their homes following a 

devastating fl ood which damaged more than 700 homes. 

 Throughout the summer, Vaughn and Sunshine coordinated nine diff erent 

church and association groups, mobilizing over 200 volunteers from 16 diff erent 

churches or associations, working on nine homes. The Managans' children, ages 

7, 11 and 13, went along with them each day, delivering supplies to work groups, 

helping tape and fl oat drywall, hauling limbs and debris from yards, playing 

with homeowner's puppies and learning what it looks like to be the hands and 

feet of Jesus. 

 The Managans are not expert carpenters or home builders. In fact, they 

were learning many skills like fl oating and mudding right alongside volunteers 

they were training. “We are not always called to something we are good at, but in 

those places, you need God more,” Sunshine said. “This fi t our personalities — we 

like being with people and doing hard work.”

 Their fi rst foray into Disaster Recovery was in 2013, following the plant 

explosion in West. The couple felt called to go and help coordinate eff orts, but 

having their family along with them was very important. Vaughn took a two-

month leave of absence from his job as an engineer and they moved to Waco for 

Family spends 
summer serving 
together and 
helping fl ood 
victims
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To learn more about serving with Texas Baptists Disaster Recovery, 
visit texasbaptists.org/disaster or contact Marla Bearden at 
marla.bearden@texasbaptists.org or 214.828.5382.

the summer. Three years later, the Managans felt called to begin saving to spend 

their summer doing similar work. Following the Deweyville fl ood in March, 

just miles from Vaughn’s childhood home in West Louisiana, the Managans felt 

called to go. They contacted Marla Bearden, Disaster Recovery specialist, who 

put them in touch with Pastor John Fortenberry from Calvary Baptist Church in 

Deweyville, and plans began to fall into place. “We were doing the ministry of 

drywall,” Vaughn said of the summer work. “This is what people have needed. 

Day and night, as long as there were volunteers, we were putting up drywall.”

 One of the greatest joys in serving was the ability to have their children 

with them and teaching them what it looked like to live out their faith through 

service to those in need. Thirteen-year-old Jax served as his dad’s right-hand 

man for the summer, riding shotgun in his truck on every project. Milo and Lily 

made innumerable trips to Home Depot and Lowe’s with their mom to pick up 

last minute supplies for the day’s projects. “We needed it as a family and it came 

at a beautiful time for us to stay connected — sweating together, and talking 

more,” Vaughn said. “It is good to hear kids talking about how God is providing,” 

Sunshine continued. “You don’t always see this in regular life even when God is 

providing. We are praying the kids don’t forget how God provides here. Even the 

little stuff  matters.”

 Little things like needing an electrician for work on a house and fi nding 

a master electrician on the team who just arrived. Or the local sand factory 

donating a truck bed full of sand to help create a porch for homeowners 

Tommy and Evelyn. A porch that was made with pavers purchased by money 

raised through Vacation Bible School kids from North Orange Baptist Church. 

Without an operating budget or much funds for supplies, the Managans saw 

God provide for needs daily to accomplish each task set before them. Not only 

did the Managan family help rebuild homes, they also built lasting relationships 

with the homeowners they served, and their children gained several honorary 

Deweyville grandparents. 

 At the mention of going to visit Miss Lena, Milo and Lily’s faces radiated 

excitement. Pulling up her driveway, Lena would wave exuberantly and 

welcome the children with the same aff ection and love. As she walked through 

her home, which was nearing completion in mid-July, Lena explained the work 

which was completed by each of the Managans. From the closet that Milo helped 

clean out, to the seam in the middle of the wall that Lily helped cover with mud 

and Sunshine sanded down, every ounce of work was met with an overfl ow of 

appreciation. Detailing the many ways God provided for her following the storm, 

“most of all God sent Vaughn, Sunshine, Milo, Lily and Jax,” Lena shared. 

 The Managans encourage other families to consider taking time to serve 

with their children in mission work of some kind. “Jesus gave us everything. 

How can we not give everything? People say we are ‘good people,’ but we 

aren’t. God doesn’t need us, but He chooses to let us be involved and it is such 

a privilege,” Sunshine continued. “It is worth whatever you have to give up. 

Even a weekend — make your time count. Don’t waste this time when your 

kids are under your roof — stop talking about it and do something they can do 

with you.”



GREAT
Commission
GREAT
Commandment
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COLLEGIATE MINISTRY
SPOTLIGHT

The next 
generation of 
Texas Baptists

SPOTLIGHT  /  COLLEGIATE MINISTRY

Elizabeth came to The University of Texas  Rio Grande Valley as a freshman with only a nominal church background; church at Easter, Christmas and weddings. Students from the Baptist Student Ministry (BSM) met her during a campus outreach, befriending and inviting her to participate in a Bible study, free lunch and a group gathering. After hearing the Gospel, Elizabeth became a follower of Jesus, soon participating in campus outreaches to meet other students who needed to hear the Gospel. This past summer, she served as a Go Now Missionary to Spain, returning to UTRGV for an education but also as a missionary in the harvest at UTRGV. The harvest is truly plentiful on campuses in Texas with BSM existing to “Engage the 1.5 million students on Texas campuses to Follow Christ and Transform the world!”

INVESTING IN THE FUTURE OF TEXAS 
THROUGH COLLEGIATE MINISTRY 
Bruce McGowan, director of Collegiate Ministries, 
shares about the vast mission field on Texas college 
campuses. Read about who we are engaging, how we 
are engaging them and how you can join in the work.

MINISTERING WHERE YOU ARE: 
THE POWER OF MISSIONAL 
COMMUNITIES 
Stephanie realized her need for God after fellow 
students from The University of Texas at Austin BSM 
shared the Gospel with her through a missional 
community on campus.  

VOLUNTEER-LED CAMPUS 
OUTREACH LEADS TO 
INCREASED CONNECTIVITY 
Read about how Crestview Baptist Church in 
Georgetown found a new way to engage students 
at the nearby Southwestern University campus. 

FOCUS ON DISCIPLESHIP 
LEADS TO EXPANDED MINISTRY 
First Denton’s college ministry placed discipleship at 
the heart of everything they do and the results have been 
life-changing.

A FIRST-HAND GO NOW MISSIONS 
STORY: THE MODERN-DAY WOMAN 
AT THE WELL 
Go Now missionary Shea saw a biblical story come to 
life as she shared the Gospel with a local woman in 
South Asia and the Gospel began to spread. 

EN ESPANOL: ¡PARA QUE 
ALCANCEN SU POTENCIAL! 
Gabriel Cortes, director of the Hispanic Education 
Initiative, shares about the priority to help Hispanic 
students achieve their educational goals and 
provides tips on how to find money for college.
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Investing in the future of Texas 
through Collegiate Ministry

Much has been written about Gen Y and 

now Gen Z (just entering college). Tim 

Elmore off ers excellent insights into the 

characteristics of both generations at 

growingleaders.com. In campus ministry, 

some characteristics carry over into these 

upcoming generations. 

� On college campuses in Texas, less than 

5% are involved in a weekly Bible study 

or small group where spiritual growth is 

emphasized. 

� Over 625,000 are commuter students, 

many living at home, balancing family, 

work and school. Major metropolitan areas 

have the vast majority of students. 

� All students are digitally connected 

through social media. According to 

Elmore, “Generation Z prefers social 

networks like Snapchat, Secret and 

Whisper, and a quarter of 13 to 17-year-olds 

left Facebook in 2014.”  

� Students entering college have grown 

up in a diverse, pluralistic culture. On 

the campus, the diversity intensifi es. 

For example, The University of Houston 

enrollment consists of 29% white, 27% 

Hispanic, 11% African American, 20% 

Asian and 10% Internationals. 

� No other place 

in Texas will one 

fi nd such a large 

number of people 

in one place, with 

one purpose open 

to interact with 

each other.

HOW ARE 
WE ENGAGING 
THIS 
GENERATION?

To step on a 

college campus 

in Texas is to step into a diff erent culture 

with its own rules and expectations. Thus, 

Texas BSM staff  members are designated 

as missionaries who must know the 

characteristics and the gatekeepers of the 

culture and have a clear vision of why 

they are on the campus. The engagement 

is incarnational, broad based, highly 

relational with the goal of making 

disciples who make disciples. BSM staff ’s 

role is equipping students in the process of 

making disciples as commanded by Jesus. 

Our priorities are evangelism, discipleship, 

missions, leadership development and 

church life. 

Discipleship fuels evangelism and 

evangelism fuels discipleship. BSM has an 

inward focus of an intimate relationship 

with Jesus but also an outward focus of 

being like Jesus whose purpose was to 

“seek and to save the lost.” Colossians 1:28-

29 states, “we proclaim Him, admonishing 

everyone with all wisdom that we may 

present everyone complete in Christ, and 

for this we labor and strive according to 

His power that works mighty within me.” 

This is accomplished through highly 

relational connections: one-on-one, in 

small groups and through a variety of 

avenues to engage non-believers. BSM 

students put their lives in the midst of a 

vast harvest fi eld throughout the semester. 

The broader the seeds of the Gospel are 

sown on the campus, the greater the 

harvest (Luke 10:2). 

Rather than a separate strategy, Go Now 

Missions is part of the discipleship process 

in Texas BSM. From local mission projects 

to serving around the world, missions 

serve as a catalyst in the discipleship 

process. The student is learning to trust 

God, understand how God is equipping 

them and seeing Him use them in ways 

never thought possible. The goal is to have 

a student return to campus seeing that “the 

fi elds are white unto harvest” (John 4:35).

BSM consistently equips students to lead 

according to their gifting, personality and 

passions. Leaders are selected because 

they are growing followers of Jesus 

willing in turn to make disciples of 

fellow students.  All leadership training 

is for the expressed purpose of growing 

mature disciples of Jesus who in turn 

make other disciples. 

SPOTLIGHT  /  COLLEGIATE MINISTRY

BY BRUCE MCGOWAN , DIREC TOR OF COLLEGIATE MIN ISTRIE S
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Since BSM is not a “parachurch” organization, but an extension 

of local Baptist churches on the campus, coordinating with and 

participating in local churches is a top priority. When a student 

leaves the campus culture, BSM is not available. So, throughout 

college, the student is encouraged and expected to connect with a 

local church as a means of growth while in college and afterward. 

Also, the local church provides a weekly “prophetic” word from 

the pastor that reaches across generational lines. 

HOW CAN CHURCHES JOIN IN THIS EFFORT?

With over 1.5 million students in Texas, churches must place high 

value in reaching this generation. Ministry to students who go 

away to college, those who stay home and the vast number of 

students at the local community colleges, as well as developing 

your own collegiate ministry on a campus, are all needed from 

a variety of churches. The key is a commitment by the church 

leadership to reach college students. Often, the fi rst ministry 

reduced or cut in our churches is the college ministry.  

Consider what would happen if at least one church adopted 

a community college as a part of their mission fi eld, just like 

adopting a people group overseas. “The harvest is plentiful but 

the laborers are few, beseech the Lord of the Harvest to send out 

laborers for the Harvest” (Luke 10:2).

TEXAS BAPTISTS 
COLLEGIATE MINISTRY 

On the following pages, you will find 

stories of unique strategies churches 

are using to engage college students 

on nearby campuses in Denton and 

Georgetown, BSM work at The University

of Texas at Austin, and a first-hand 

account of a Go Now missionary who 

served in South Asia this summer. For 

more information about Collegiate 

Ministry, visit texasbaptists.org/collegiate 

or contact Bruce McGowan at 

bruce.mcgowan@texasbaptists.org 

or 214.828.5255.

SPOTLIGHT  /  COLLEGIATE MINISTRY

IN 2014-2015

IN TEXAS

1.5 MILLION 
COLLEGE STUDENTS 

143,381
 STUDENTS REACHED

48,917
SPIRITUAL 

CONVERSATIONS 

382 
NEW BELIEVERS 

12,953 
INVOLVED IN BSM

115 BSMS

175 CAMPUSES
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MINISTERING 
WHERE YOU ARE:

The power of
missional 
communities 
BY KALIE LOWRIE

PUBL IC AT IONS MANAGER

 As a softball player at The University of Texas 

at Austin, Stephanie Ceo spent a lot of time with 

her teammates on and off  the fi eld. One teammate, 

Rachel, was always kind and encouraging and 

also professed to be a Christian. Stephanie had 

been to church before and knew about God, but 

did not believe He existed. She had great diffi  culty 

understanding how God could allow bad things 

to happen. 

 In their conversations over four years as 

teammates, Stephanie noticed diff erences in the 

way Rachel treated her and was more open to 

having conversations about faith. One day in 

their senior year, Rachel invited Stephanie to Free 

Lunch on Wednesdays (FLOW) at the BSM on 

campus. Stephanie really enjoyed the time with 

BSM students and soon found herself attending the 

statewide Abide prayer retreat. 

 While at Abide, she met a girl named Kendall 

and spent several hours talking with her about 

life struggles and questions she had about the 

Bible. Kendall shared scripture and prayed with 

Stephanie.  “I loved the environment — sitting down 

and reading the Word,” Stephanie said. “It was so 

beautiful to me at the time. I was sitting there with 

people who did not know me at all but feeling so 

connected to them through one thing — God. I 

jumped in to going to Abide and then I realized I 

believed 100 percent that God was with me and I 

SPOTLIGHT  /  COLLEGIATE MINISTRY
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believed in Him. If it wasn’t for those key people in 

my process, I don’t know how it would have gone.” 

 Returning back to campus life, Stephanie began 

meeting with Kendall to study the Bible. Each time 

the friends met together, they would read a passage 

and discuss what it said about God and how it 

applied to their lives. “Kendall took me under her 

wing and we read the Bible together,” Stephanie 

said. “I fell in love with everything the Bible had to 

say. I fell in love with this new relationship with 

God and with fellow believers.”

 Stephanie began to share her new-found faith 

with her family. One night, Stephanie was talking 

to her dad who was suff ering from depression and 

contemplating suicide. “I prayed over the phone 

with him and told him I loved him and that God 

loved him,” Stephanie said. “I told him we would 

get through all of this together. God would see us 

through. I said, ‘I pray that He helps you right now, 

that you hear Him, that you open your heart and 

mind to hear God. And to feel the love He has 

for you.’”

 Stephanie’s dad pushed through the struggle 

of that night. Just a few days later, she fl ew home 

to California and her dad shared that her faith and 

prayers had given him the strength to get through 

such a diffi  cult time. They spent six hours that day 

sitting by the river talking about faith. Two months 

later, Stephanie’s parents joined 60 others in Austin 

bearing witness to Stephanie's baptism. 

 The transformation in Stephanie’s life is 

evident to all around, and she is continually grateful 

to two friends at UT who were willing to share the 

Gospel with her. “A lot of people think you have to 

have wisdom to share the Gospel, but the reality is 

anyone can touch your life at that level. Kendall and 

Rachel used the Holy Spirit within them to help me 

fi nd Him,” Stephanie said. 

 What Stephanie did not know was that more 

than six months before, Kendall and Rachel had 

been praying for ways to share their faith with 

female athletes on campus. Rachel had a natural 

connection through playing on the softball team 

and, after Stephanie showed interest in Abide, a 

Bible study began with her teammates. The students 

had formed a missional community in an area  

where they had infl uence and the Lord provided the 

opportunity to share the Gospel with Stephanie.

 The idea of creating missional communities 

became a tangible method for ministry through 

the UT BSM about two years ago. Baptist Student 

Ministry Director Cody Shouse describes missional 

communities as “a group of Christian students who 

adopt a people group on campus — a sub-group of 

campus they are already connected with, where 

they live, study or play.” 

 BSM staff  began training students how to have 

Gospel-centered relationships and intentionally 

integrate their faith into conversations and 

interactions. Students were encouraged to identify 

an area of their life they saw as a mission fi eld. 

BSM students joined together to form missional 

communities and began to pray for God to open 

opportunities to share the Gospel. Through these 

communities, student leaders teach Bible studies, 

disciple, pray and share their faith with fellow 

students. Rather than seeing missional communities 

as a project, BSM students view it as an opportunity 

to genuinely build relationships with people in their 

day-to-day life. 

 The largest missional community formed is in 

the largest dorm on campus with several sophomores 

involved in leading the community group. Last year, 50 

missional community students had over 250 Gospel 

relationships on campus.

 “Students were praying with other students 

by name, having dinner with them,” Shouse said.  

“Friendships were built where the Gospel was being 

shared. The model is really transferrable, but it 

also changes people in so many ways.” Over half 

of the BSM students are now involved in missional 

communities, with 12 groups meeting this fall on the 

UT campus.

SPOTLIGHT  /  COLLEGIATE MINISTRY

To learn more about the impact of BSMs 
on campuses around the state, visit 
texasbaptists.org/collegiate. 



CRESTVIEW BAPTIST CHURCH, 
GEORGETOWN

Nearby campus: 
Southwestern University

Student population: 
1,500

College Ministry: 
Volunteer led

Ministries: 
• Free lunch 

(Wednesdays, hosted on church grounds)

• Booster club to attend 
sporting events

• Adopt-a-student 

• Mentoring program

• Bible studies
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Volunteer-led campus outreach 
leads to increased connectivity

 Three miles from Crestview Baptist 

Church in Georgetown sits Southwestern 

University, a small liberal arts college with 

1,500 undergraduate students. Two years 

ago, Jack Phelps, the associate pastor at 

the time, came to Pastor Dan Wooldridge 

with an idea to start a weekly free lunch 

at their church for Southwestern students. 

A couple in the church, Bryan and Cheryl 

Scott, volunteered to help coordinate the 

eff ort – with Bryan coordinating logistics 

and Cheryl leading the cooking eff orts. 

  The church publicized the free lunch 

and plans were in place to serve over 

a three-hour period to accommodate 

varying class schedules. The fi rst week, 

seven students attended and everyone 

counted it a great success. News spread 

around campus and by the end of the 

semester, the weekly lunch had grown to 

200 students. Now, just two years later, 

up to 600 students, faculty, staff  and 

administrators can be found at Crestview 

on any given week. 

 Ministry did not just stop at the 

free lunch. Through conversations over 

lunches, volunteers began developing 

relationships with students and had an 

increased desire to be involved in the life 

of the campus. Church members started 

a booster club to attend Southwestern 

University athletic events. Grateful for the 

support, the Head Football Coach reached 

out to Crestview and asked if they would 

be willing to host a meal for 400 football 

players and their families on campus. 

Before the basketball team headed to their 

championship game, they reached out to 

one of Crestview’s deacons and asked him 

to lead them in a devotional. 

 Crestview began an adopt-a-

student program to develop long-term 

relationships with individual students. 

This fall, a mentoring program is being 

launched to connect students with 

professionals in their fi eld of study 

which could eventually result in school 

credit. Wooldridge acknowledges all of 

Crestview’s college ministry is led by 

lay-people in the church. Many young 

retirees in their early 60s have adopted 

the outreach and made it their own. The 

church staff  assists when possible, helping 

with logistics and coordination, but the 

heart of this ministry is centered 

around volunteers. 

 As a result of the multiple outreach 

eff orts, students have begun attending 

Bible studies at the church and some 

attend worship services on Sunday 

mornings. “In the midst of all of this, we 

are having conversations and building 

relationships with opportunities to share 

the Gospel,” Wooldridge said. 

 While it is encouraging to see the 

students respond positively and some 

begin getting involved in the church, 

Wooldridge sees the bigger picture of 

the church’s ministry. “We look at it as 

investing in the coming generation, 

whether it has anything to do with our 

church or not,” he said. “We do not do 

things just to benefi t our church. We do 

things that benefi t the Kingdom. We want 

to impact far more than the folks who 

happen to show up to worship. This is a 

seed-sowing, Kingdom-building work.”

SPOTLIGHT  /  COLLEGIATE MINISTRY

If your church is located in a college 
town or has a local university campus in 
the area, we want to help you reach out to 
that campus. For more resources on building 
a College Ministry in your church, visit 
texasbaptists.org/collegiate. Contact Ginger 
Bowman, Collegiate Church specialist, 
at 214.577.7866 or ginger.bowman@
texasbaptists.org. 
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Focus on discipleship  
leads to expanded ministry BY KALIE LOWRIE

PUBL IC AT IONS MANAGER

 Between 50,000 and 60,000 college 

students are located in Denton County 

attending the campuses of the University 

of North Texas and Texas Woman’s 

University, providing a great opportunity 

for ministry for First Denton. Austin 

Wadlow serves as University Pastor, 

overseeing the Overflow Ministry which 

reaches 500 students each week. 

 When Wadlow joined the church staff 

six years ago, the ministry averaged 40-50 

student at their weekly Overflow worship 

service on Tuesday evenings. A handful 

of students attended the church’s worship 

services on Sundays. As he began to build 

community and reach out to students, he 

saw the need for discipleship to be part of 

everything they did. “The way I realized 

my call to ministry was through leading a 

discipleship ministry,” Wadlow said. “I want 

whatever church ministry I am leading to 

have discipleship as part of its DNA.”

 When Wadlow and his team shifted 

the focus, ministry began rapidly growing. 

It was important to involve adults from 

the church body who were willing to 

disciple students and help them learn how 

to seek after the Lord. He began praying 

for the Lord to stir a passion in the hearts 

of adults in the church for reaching college 

students. One Sunday, on his way home 

from church, he recalled praying, “Lord, 

would you put this unquenchable fire into 

the heart of some of our adults to serve in 

college ministry?” 

 Two weeks later, a couple came up 

to him, telling him of this unquenchable 

burden the Lord had given them to serve 

in college ministry. Wadlow knew they 

were a direct answer to prayer and the 

couple became some of his cornerstone 

leaders in the growing ministry. He met 

face-to-face with multiple couples in the 

church over coffee, lunches and dinners, 

sharing his vision for ministry to students 

in their vicinity and asking the couples to 

prayerfully consider joining the efforts. 

The first year, four couples committed to 

serve. In subsequent years, more adults 

joined in. 

 His goal for ministry this year is to 

have an adult disciple every student leader 

in their ministry and every student leader, 

in turn, disciple a younger student. “I want 

students to know if you come here, you 

are going to be discipled and you are going 

to be expected to disciple,” Wadlow said. 

Through the emphasis on discipleship, 

Wadlow has seen many students grow 

in their relationship with the Lord and 

begin serving throughout the church, on 

their university campuses and in the city 

of Denton. "While college students may 

not be able to give substantial financial 

contributions to a church, their ability to 

serve and contribute to the church body is 

unparalleled," Wadlow said. 

 “First Denton is not the same church 

that I came to six years ago,” Wadlow 

said. “Our students have changed the 

landscape of our church through helping 

with worship, serving in the children’s 

area, pouring into every area and making 

it better.” Wadlow is passionate about 

reaching college-aged students as a way to 
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FIRST DENTON

Nearby campuses:  
University of North Texas 
Texas Woman’s University
North Central Texas College

Student population:  
50,000-60,000

College Ministry: 
Led by University Pastor Austin Wadlow

Ministries: 
• Overflow Worship 

(Tuesday nights)

• Equip  
(Sunday morning discipleship training)

• Communities  
(24 student-led small groups in  
apartments and dorms)

• Discipleship program  
with adults and students

invest in the future leaders of the country. 

“Any church that is in a college town has 

a God-given responsibility to reach the 

college campus,” Wadlow said. “It’s not 

just your responsibility as a church, it’s 

the most strategic thing you can do. Be 

Kingdom-minded. Be Gospel-minded. 

Trust the Lord will provide and do what 

He is obviously calling you to.” 
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 For those of us from a church context, 

the woman at the well is a familiar story 

from John 4:7-42. This passage tells a story 

of a woman, who after encountering Jesus, 

immediately goes and tells everyone she 

knows about him. The woman brought 

them to Jesus, and many believed in him.

 This summer in a South Asian village, 

God opened my eyes to see that kind of 

amazing, immediate life transformation. 

I met Jackie*, my modern-day woman at 

the well. One afternoon, I was at Jackie’s 

neighbor’s house and I shared the Gospel 

and my testimony with the group. Of 

everyone in the house, Jackie was the only 

one who was interested in Jesus. So we 

went to her house and I taught her the 

story of Jesus.

 

 When we came back the next day, we 

found out that Jackie shared the story with 

her friends and family. Jackie encountered 

Jesus, and was so amazed God loved us so 

much that He sent His son to die for the 

sins of the world. She went and told those 

she encountered about this amazing story. 

 That day, Jackie, her husband and two 

of her neighbors professed faith in Jesus 

Christ and they began to study the Word of 

God for the fi rst time in their lives. Did you 

catch that? Jackie did not know the story 

of Jesus when we met her, but when she 

encountered Jesus her life was changed, 

and she immediately started sharing His 

story with others.

 Watching all of this take place was 

like watching the Bible come to life before 

my very eyes. I have followed Jesus for a 

long time, and believe the stories of the 

Bible to be true. But it was so easy to fall 

into the lie that things don’t happen quite 

the same way now as they did then. I am 

here to tell you that is not true. The woman 

at the well encountered Jesus, immediately 

told her entire village about him, and led 

many people to him. God is still doing that 

kind of amazing, immediate life change in 

the lives of people around the globe.

 We went back to Jackie’s house the 

next day, and Jackie had already shared 

the Gospel with more people. Many of 

them came to her house to listen as we 

continued to study God’s word with this 

newly formed house church. In the Bible, 

the woman at the well was not the reason 

many people came to faith in Jesus; they 

came to know Him because she pointed 
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A fi rst-hand Go Now Missions 
story: The modern-day 
woman at the well BY SHEA , GO NOW MISS IONARY
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SUMMER 2016
292 GO NOW 

MISSIONARIES SERVING

IN 22 COUNTRIES &

14 STATES. 

them to Christ and they encountered Him 

themselves. That is the same thing Jackie 

did, and the same thing Jesus asks us to do. 

It is the right response to what Jesus did 

for us on the cross.

 After three days in the village, the 

American team left. Each of us was on a 

team with local believers and a translator. 

Our job was to model how to share 

the Gospel and our testimonies for the 

nationals so that they can be equipped to 

sow seeds and plant churches among their 

own people. Jackie and her house church 

will continue to be discipled by these local 

believers as they grow in their faith in 

Jesus and spread His name.

 Over the three days we were in the 

villages sharing the Gospel and training 

local believers, God did many amazing 

things. Four hundred seventy-fi ve people 

heard the Gospel in their own language, 

300 people professed faith in Jesus Christ 

as their savior and 32 house churches 

were started.

 Please pray for Jackie, her house 

church and the many other new believers 

in South Asia as they grow in their faith 

and spread the name of Jesus. “Look at 

the nations and watch — and be utterly 

amazed. For I am going to do something in 

your days that you would not believe, even 

if you were told.” (Habakkuk 1:5) 

*Name has been changed

Shea is a student at the University 
of Texas at Dallas who served as a 
Go Now missionary in South Asia 
during the summer of 2016. 
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POR GABRIEL CORTÉS ,  DIREC TOR DE L A IN IC IAT IVA DE EDUC AC IÓN HISPANA

 Una de las cosas que distingue a los Texas 

Baptists de otras convenciones es que hemos 

hecho una prioridad la educación de nuestros 

estudiantes hispanos. Por esto se creó hace unos 

7 años la Iniciativa para la Educación Hispana; 

porque es necesario que en nuestros días, viendo el 

gran crecimiento de la población hispana actual y 

proyectado, hagamos de la educación de nuestros 

niños y jóvenes una prioridad. Si se proyecta que 

seremos 21 millones de hispanos en Texas para 

el 2050 y que sobrepasaremos a la población 

anglosajona para el 2020, debemos aumentar el 

porciento de hispanos que obtienen licenciaturas, 

maestrías y doctorados. ¡Existimos para ayudar a 

familias y estudiantes a entender que la universidad 

es una posibilidad real para ellos! Y esta es 

otra manera en la que los Texas Baptists están 

invirtiendo en el futuro de nuestros líderes bautistas.

 Ahora, para hacer la universidad una 

posibilidad real para nuestros estudiantes, se 

necesitan recursos, sobre todo dinero. Pero 

nos hemos dado cuenta de que no es suficiente 

solo recaudar dinero para becas y otorgarlas. 

Necesitamos que tanto los padres como los jóvenes 

hagan un esfuerzo significativo para ponerse en 

posición de encontrar dinero para la universidad. 

Así que, ¿cuáles son 3 acciones básicas que los 

padres e hijos pueden comenzar a tomar hoy para 

obtener más recursos económicos y alcanzar su 

potencial educacional?

 Primero que nada, asegúrese de que sus hijos 

tomen la escuela en serio desde hoy, no importa la 

edad, y trabajen duro. Esto envuelve el asegurarse 

de que tienen buenos hábitos de estudiar, comer 

y dormir. El buen desarrollo de las capacidades 

mentales, los alimentos y el descanso son necesarios 

para todos, sobre todo para aquellos que están en 

crecimiento. Y aunque hasta ahora no he conocido a 

muchos niños o jóvenes que admitan fácilmente que 

tienen sueño y están cansados, estos elementos  

son esenciales en el prepararlos adecuadamente 

para el futuro.

 

 Segundo, si un 

joven tiene la capacidad 

de tomar cursos “AP” en 

la preparatoria, haga lo 

posible para que tome 

la mayoría de estos que 

sea posible. Cursos “AP” 

son cursos avanzados, 

a nivel de universidad, 

que un estudiante 

en la preparatoria 

puede tomar. Si pasa 

el examen para ese curso a fin de año, puede recibir 

crédito universitario para el mismo, ahorrando así 

tiempo y dinero a los padres una vez ingrese a la 

universidad. Otro beneficio de los cursos “AP”, es 

que tienen el potencial de aumentar el promedio 

académico del estudiante y subir su posición en su 

clase. Esto abre la puerta a mucha más asistencia 

económica o becas, y le prepara mejor para 

enfrentar los rigores de una educación universitaria. 

Sin duda, estarán mejor posicionados para lo que ha 

de venir.

 Por ultimo, es necesario que ahorre y elimine 

gastos. Haga un sacrificio a corto plazo que hará 

un impacto a largo plazo. Así que, elimine gastos 

innecesarios, establezca un presupuesto, y sígalo. 

Al hacer esto, podrá comenzar un fondo para 

la universidad que le ayude a cubrir los gastos 

universitarios de sus hijos cuando llegue el tiempo, 

reduciendo así el impacto a su presupuesto en esos 

momentos. Reconozco que el ahorrar no es nuestra 

especialidad. Sin embargo, es prudente. Empiece 

con cualquier cantidad. El mejor momento para 

empezar es hoy. Comience y desarrolle el hábito. 

No se va a arrepentir. Verá el impacto de hacerlo 

según los niños y jóvenes que Dios ha puesto bajo su 

cuidado llegan a ser quien El quiere que sean.  

 Hemos escuchado decir que “todo lo que vale 

la pena en la vida cuesta.” Esto es sumamente 

cierto, sobre todo cuando hablamos de alcanzar el 

potencial por el cual fuimos creados. Actuemos hoy 

de manera que impactemos el mañana. 

Para más información acerca de nuestra Iniciativa para la Educación Hispana, incluyendo becas,  
programa de misioneros de verano, “Hijos Altamente Capaces," el curso de GED por internet, etc., llame  
al 214.887.5426 o escriba gabriel.cortes@texasbaptists.org. 
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Praying for political  
leaders makes a difference
BY FERRELL FOSTER

DIREC TOR OF E THICS AND JUST ICE ,  CHRIST IAN L IFE COMMISS ION

 A former Texas legislator told me of sitting in his chair on the House floor, 

considering a bill, and thinking about what the Bible says. This man is not a 

regular churchgoer now, but that day in Austin he remembered the Bible talking 

about loving children. He voted for the children of Texas in a vote that shocked 

some people and promised to cause him political difficulties.

 He next said something important for today. Someone complained to him 

recently about one of this year’s presidential candidates. The former legislator 

asked the complainer if she had been praying for the candidate.

 Two good points came from this brief conversation. Let’s go backwards 

from what is said above. It’s important that we pray for people running for office 

and for those who win, even if we don’t like the winner. When we honestly pray 

for someone, we begin to identify with that person. We think about his or her 

struggles, abilities, and opportunities. We begin to feel a genuine closeness  

with the person.

 I have heard public prayers for public officials that are more political 

statements that entreaties to the God of the universe. Prayer, at its best, includes 

deep humility. The Creator is allowing me to have a conversation. That’s 

amazing. That should be humbling. God understands our world, our nation, our 

state, and our communities better than we do. God is sovereign, so we should  

not act like we are.

 One of the things I’ve told my now-grown kids is that Jesus is never on the 

ballot. We are voting for flawed individuals in need of God’s grace and guidance. 

We pray for politicians because it matters to them. The men and women we elect 

are thinking and working to do the best job they can for their constituents. Your 

prayers may ignite a reminder to care for children, pursue justice or restrain evil 

in the mind of a legislator or other official, as it did with the former lawmaker  

I cited above.

 The issues governments address are massively complex with all sorts 

of unintended consequences to actions. Government has an important 

responsibility, but it is never going to solve all of our problems – never. We invest 

time and money in pursuing good government because anarchy is destructive 

and dangerous. The Bible notes that God uses government to restrain evil. But it 

is wrongheaded to think government can solve all of our problems.

 What all of us need most in regard to politics is humility and civility. None 

of us have all of the answers. We need God’s help and guidance. Let’s put our 

faith in God, not politicians, but then let’s pray for and work with the politicians 

to pursue the wisest courses possible. It’s part of God’s plan and  

our responsibility.

Contact Ferrell Foster at ferrell.foster@texasbaptists.org or 512.473.2288. 
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Now that the election is over you might be tempted 
to put politics out of your mind, but now that our 
new leaders are in office it's important that we stay 
engaged. Our political engagement does not end in 
the voting booth. In fact, the voting booth should be 
just the starting point. According to the Annette Strauss 
Institute, only 9 percent of Texans have ever contacted 
their elected officials, which means that 9 percent 
has an outsized influence on our politicians. Political 
engagement should not be about a specific party 
agenda, but about the agenda of Christ.

As Christians, we are specifically called to be 
concerned about the poor, the widow, the orphan and 
the stranger. We should stay politically engaged as 
a means of speaking out against injustice. Political 
engagement is one method of pursuing public justice 
and seeking the common good for our neighbors. But 
seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, 
and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will 
find your welfare. Jeremiah 29:7 (NRSV)

5 WAYS TO ENGAGE YOUR 
ELECTED OFFICIALS
� Make an appointment to visit with them and/or 
their staff. 

� Visit their websites and sign up to receive their 
newsletters. 

� Write a note or send an email letting them know 
you are praying for them regularly.  

� Connect via social media (i.e. friend them on 
Facebook or follow them on Twitter)

� Plug in with the CLC. Sign Up for CLC Today 
newsletter by texting CLCTODAY to 22828. Save the 
Date for Micah 6:8 Advocacy Day, February 6-7, 2017 
in Austin at Hyde Park Baptist Church. 

BY KATHRYN FREEMAN

DIREC TOR OF PUBL IC POL IC Y, 
CHRIST IAN L IFE COMMISS ION

THE ELECTION IS 
OVER, NOW WHAT?

Contact Kathryn Freeman at kathryn.freeman@
texasbaptists.org or 512.473.2288. 
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BIBLICAL 
PERSUASION: 
THE HEART OF 
EVANGELISTIC 
APOLOGETICS
BY LE IGHTON FLOWERS

DIREC TOR OF APOLOGE T IC S
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I have been to countless evangelism events, 

conferences and training sessions over the years, but 

I cannot recall a single sermon, lesson or resource 

on the biblical concept of persuasion. Yet, I contend 

that persuasion is at the very heart of apologetics, 

and I dare say it is at the heart of evangelism itself. 

I have to wonder if the lack of emphasis on this 

biblical doctrine has led to the decline in baptisms 

and evangelistic eff orts among evangelicals over the 

last few decades.

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT 
PERSUASION? 
Let’s take a look at some of its most relevant uses:

� “Some of the Jews were persuaded and joined 

Paul and Silas.” (Acts 17:4)

�  “Every Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue, 

trying to persuade Jews and Greeks.” (Acts 18:4)

� “This man is persuading the people to worship 

God.” (Acts 18:13)

� “(Paul was) arguing persuasively about the 

kingdom of God.” (Acts 19:8)

� “Since then we know what it is to fear the Lord, we 

try to persuade men.” (2 Corinthians 5:11)

 Too often we speak only of the need to 

proclaim and explain the good news to the lost, but 

clearly the Bible teaches us that we should be trying 

to persuade people of its truthfulness. This is what 

Christian apologetics is all about!

 Notice in Acts 17, when Paul “dialogued” (Greek: 

dialegomai, meaning ‘reasoned’) in the synagogue 

that it resulted in people being “persuaded” (Greek: 

peitho). Paul explained the Old Testament scriptures 

and answered their questions so as to convince them 

of the truth. This was typical in his approach with his 

fellow Jews (“his custom” v. 2), because he knew the 

Jews considered their scriptures to be authoritative. 

However, Paul’s approach with the Gentiles shifted 

to speaking about their culture fi rst rather than the 

Scriptures (see vs. 22-31). Paul is using his God given 

gift of persuasion by connecting with his audience 

on their level.  He has “become all things to all people so 

that by all possible means [he] might save some” 

(1 Corinthians 9:22).

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO PERSUADE?
Vine’s Dictionary of New Testament Words 

describes the word “persuade” as follows: To prevail 

upon or win over, to bring about a change of mind 

by the infl uence of reason or moral considerations. 

This defi nition draws attention to both reason and 

morality. Essentially, appealing to one’s conscience 

in an eff ort to get them to do what is right morally 

may be one eff ective approach to persuasion, but 

it’s not the only tool. Appealing to sound reason (by 

means of dialogue) is an equally important biblical 

tool in the persuasion process.

WHY DON’T WE SPEAK MORE OF 
PERSUASION?
 If our evangelism is not persuasive, the only 

thing left is unpersuasive evangelism, and what 

would be the point in that? Maybe it does not 

sound as “spiritual” to speak of persuasion when 

it comes to evangelism, as if we are not relying on 

the Holy Spirit like we should? Some might argue 

that we have to rely on the supernatural work of 

God to persuade the listener. But what does that 

mean, practically speaking? Has God not given the 

preacher of the Gospel the gift of persuasion? If 

so, why wouldn’t God still get the credit when His 

own people successfully use their God-given gifts to 

accomplish those God-given purposes?

 Are we to value experience over intellect, as if it 

is more spiritual to feel than to think? This approach 

to evangelism assumes God’s existence and the 

authority of the Bible while discouraging skeptics 

from asking the diffi  cult questions. I am convinced 

that people don’t leave our churches because of their 

doubts, they leave our churches because they don’t 

feel like they can openly express their doubts.

 This is why Texas Baptists off ers the best there 

is in the fi eld of apologetics. Our [un]Apologetic 

Conferences are led by the most sought-after 

scholars in their fi eld. We believe pastors, ministers 

and lay people alike should be fully equipped to 

engage a diverse, deep-thinking and often skeptical 

culture. Visit us online at texasapologetics.org and 

learn how you and your entire church family can be 

trained to better impact our world for Christ.

Contact Leighton Flowers at leighton.flowers@
texasbaptists.org or by calling 214.828.5120. 
Visit texasapologetics.com for resources to use 
in your church and information on upcoming
[un]Apologetic conferences.



  Kingdom work is often the result of common 

people doing uncommon work in the unlikeliest 

of places for the most unlikely of people. This is 

certainly true when you consider a call to be a leader 

in ministry. It is evermore real as you consider Texas 

Baptists’ work. As we think of the work we will do, 

most ministers in training whom I know picture a 

life of ministry that involves a church similar to the 

one where we developed in our faith. But Kingdom 

work can be uncommon.

 Until about 18 months ago, I personally did 

not know of Pastor Jim Furgerson or the town of 

Tilden. This eventually became the unlikely people 

group and place for my current assignment. This 

small, unincorporated town is like no other place I 

have ever lived. People are cautious, but once they 

get to know you, they open their arms and hearts to 

you. The community is reminiscent of what heaven 

will be: warm, inviting and fi lled with love for one 

another — a hidden gem.

  It’s been the little things – like having 

morning coff ee with men at the local watering 

hole, or celebrating the service of our local law 

enforcement offi  cers and EMS volunteers – which 

have provided me opportunities to lead as Jesus led, 

getting to know the hearts of the people. It’s all in the 

relationships. For me, the future of Texas Baptists is 

here, embedded in rural Texas, serving as a natural 

starting point for leadership and discipleship 

development.

 Undeniably, metro areas are vital to continue 

the work of reaching the unchurched and the lost 

in our great state and beyond. However, I would like 

to add that the potential power of the rural areas 

cannot be denied and are great avenues to prepare 

relentless ambassadors for the Kingdom. Imagine 

what God can do through a pastor who is trained, 

serving in the local congregation of a town like 

Tilden or Daisetta, focusing on discipleship and 

in-depth training on subjects like apologetics and

 spiritual formation.

 Without a doubt, many people in the 

congregation will remain in the little community 

where the minister serves, but think of the children, 

youth, and college-ready young men and women 

sitting in those worship centers. Imagine the 

impact when the rural congregation sends well-

equipped believers off  to colleges, many of which 

are in metro areas, or to fi nd a career. I testify to this 

fact in my own journey. From being a 12-year-old 

raised in Southeast Texas to attending college for 

my undergraduate degree, I am the result of Texas 

Baptists’ presence in a small town.  

 As a result of being called to Tilden Baptist 

Church, I was introduced to Leadership Texas 

Baptists: A training and networking program 

focused on upcoming leaders from congregations 

across Texas. This series of events is the result of 

rural area congregations with a God-given vision 

that extends far beyond ranch fi elds, local school 

sports, and reaches to the “ends of the earth” in 

service to God’s Kingdom.

José Carlos Garduño Ramírez serves as 
Associate Pastor at Tilden Baptist Church and 
was a member of the Leadership Texas Baptists 
Cohort 1. For more information on Leadership 
Texas Baptists, contact David Adams at 
david.adams@texasbaptists.org or 
214.828.5253.
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The uncommon work of the Kingdom
BY CARLOS GARDUNO, A SSOC IATE PA STOR , T ILDEN BAPT IST CHURCH



N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 6      2 5

NOVEMBER 
7
Leadership Summit for Country Churches, Parker 

13
African American Rally, Waco

BSM Rally, Waco 

Cowboy Church Rally, Waco 

Hispanic Rally, Waco

13-15
Annual Meeting, Waco

24
Thanksgiving

DECEMBER 
8
Texas Baptists Christmas Open House, Dallas

25
Christmas Day

JANUARY 
1
New Year’s Day

3-5
Collegiate Lead Team Summit, Waco

16-17
Preschool and Children's Ministers' Retreat, Salado

17
Childhood Ministry Certifi cation Program, Salado

20-21
Children's Worship University, Lancaster

27-28
[un]Apologetic Conference, Dallas

31-FEB. 2
Introduction to Interim Ministry Training, Waco

CALENDAR

Visit texasbaptists.org/events 
for more information and to 
register for an event today.  

FEBRUARY 
3-4
Abide, Spicewood

4
VBS Overview, Austin

6-7
CLC Advocacy Day, Austin

11
VBS Overview, Lubbock

17-19
Go Now Discovery Weekend, Midlothian

18
VBS Overview, Corpus Christi

24-25
[un]Apologetic Conference, Austin

25
VBS Overview, Rio Grande Valley
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RESOURCES

WHO TO FOLLOW ON TWITTER 

TEXAS BAPTIST HISTORICAL COLLECTION

DEMOGRAPHICS & STATISTICS CHURCH ADMINISTRATION

Effective church leaders know administrative tasks 
provide an opportunity to reflect the truth and 
grace of the Gospel daily. The Office of Church 
Administration exists to help church leaders be 
faithful stewards of church resources. Visit 
texasbaptists.org/churchadmin to ask a question 
or find resources added regularly in these areas 
of ministry:

Are you interesting in finding out key 
demographics and statistics about the 
people living in the area surrounding your 
church? Clay Price, director/information 
analyst for the Office of Decision Support, 
can provide you with valuable information 
about your community to help you develop 
strategic plans to engage your neighbors 
with the Gospel. From population 
breakdowns by age and gender to
household income levels and race/ethnicity 
percentages, this information could be vital to 
your church growth. Contact Clay Price for more information today at 
clay.price@texasbaptists.org or 214.395.7080 or visit 
texasbaptists.org/decisionsupport.

For a sample demographic update, go to texasbaptists.org/
decisionsupportsample.

� Bylaws & Governance

� Legal Issues

� Personnel

� Risk Management

� Finances

� Communications & Technology

� Properties

� Strategic Planning

� Cooperative Relationships

� Volunteers

The Texas Baptist Historical Collection offices have relocated to Waco. 
While you are in town for Annual Meeting, stop by and visit their new space! 

Texas Baptist Historical Collection
209 N. 8th Street
Waco, TX 76701

The Texas Baptist Historical Collection exists to collect, preserve, and communicate 
the history of Baptists in Texas, and to assist institutions, associations, churches, 
and individuals in understanding the impact that historical events have had 
on their past, present, and future. Contact Alan Lefever, director of Historical 
Collection, at alan.lefever@texasbaptists.org or 972.331.2235 to set up a tour. 

Go Now Director 
BRENDA 
SANDERS 
@BreGalSand

FIRST DENTON 
COLLEGE 
MINISTRY 
@Overfl owDenton

Texas BSM 
@TexasBSM

Annual Meeting 
speaker 
LEE STROBEL 
@LeeStrobel

unApologetics 
speaker 
MIKE 
LICONA 
@MichaelLicona

HOUSTON 
BAPTIST 
UNIVERSITY 
@HoustonBaptistU

Annual Meeting 
worship leaders 
WE ARE 
THE MONKS 
@themonksmusic
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Every student has a story. 
This is Porter’s. 

$2.8 million Cooperative Program scholarships totaling

assist ministerial students each year.1,600 

Porter Brewer felt called to ministry in high school and 
decided to pursue Christian Studies at East Texas Baptist 
University in Marshall. He and his twin brother were both 
entering college, and the cost of a private school education 
was burdensome for their family. Support through a 
ministerial scholarship helped ease the stress and enabled 
him to receive the ministry training he needed. 

“The training I received to be a minister would not be 
possible without the scholarships I received,” Brewer said. 
“Hopefully with the blessing they’ve given me, 
I am able to help the church and fulfi ll 
the Great Commission.”

Brewer graduated from ETBU 
on a Saturday in May and the 
following day began serving
as Youth Minister for First Baptist 
Church Hallsville. 

“It’s our heart and desire to develop Christ-like servant leaders, 
and we couldn’t make that...possible without the work 
of Texas Baptists and the support they provide through the 
Cooperative Program,” said Dr. J. Blair Blackburn, President 
of East Texas Baptist University.  

To view Porter’s story and other Cooperative 
Program videos you can share in your church, 
visit texasbaptists.org/cp.
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