
KOSOVAR/ALBANIAN COMMUNITY IN NORTH TEXAS 
 

QUICK OBSERVATIONS 

 

Country/region of origin Kosovo/Albania 

Population (community leaders) 3000 

Population (Census 2000)  

Main reasons for migration Political instability, political oppression, refugees 

from war 

Years in this region Varies from 1 year to 40 years for some 

Primary areas of residence Dispersed greatly 

General level of education Varies greatly: Some elementary school, some high 

school some college, some graduate school,  

Employment Restaurant 

Principal religions Islam 

Languages Albanian 

Media (newspaper or radio) None 

Community newsletter None 

Cultural organizations 2 

 

The United States has been a haven for the Albanian people since the early years of the twentieth century.  

During the 1980s and ‘90s, many ethnic Albanians from Kosovo, Albania, Macedonia and the rest of the 

former Yugoslavia made their way to America to escape political unrest and to find the economic 

opportunity that was denied them at home.  The DFW Metroplex was a site of secondary immigration for 

ethnic Albanians from Albania and Macedonia who moved here from other cities in the U.S. 

 

In 1999, three months after North Texas was stunned by the images of European refugees pouring across 

the Kosovo border into Macedonia and Albania, 55 refugee families from Kosovo joined the four hundred 

ethnic Albania families already residing in North Texas.  An unprecedented outpouring of support from 

Muslim and Christian individuals and faith organizations greeted them.  However, the well-organized local 

Albanian community, active in national and international endeavors supporting their political independence 

and human rights, offered minimal assistance to the new arrivals. 

 

Unlike other refugee groups who were resettled after an average of 4-5 years waiting in the inhumane 

conditions of refugee camps, Kosovars were transferred to the United States by special agreement with 

NATO.  Refugees to the U.S. are required to sign a promissory document stating that they will repay the 

government for the cost of their air transportation, but the Kosovars were promised that—if they so 

requested—the U.S. would return them to their homes in Kosovo without charge when the conflict has 

been resolved.  Another special benefit was that extra funding was extended to the evacuees, who were 

eligible for more than double the usual financial support from the government 

 

A small number of ethnic Albanians from Macedonia managed to successfully enter the U.S. claiming that 

they were Kosovars whose identity documents had been confiscated by Serb officials at the border.  A few 

wounded Kosovo Liberation Army members have been treated as humanitarian cases but have returned 

home. 

 

Approximately half of the 250 refugees who were originally resettled in North Texas during those original 

three months ultimately chose to return to their homes.  Nearly all of those returnees have now returned to 

North Texas. 

 

North Texans from Albania/Kosovo are young.  Considerable social pressure promotes marriage within the 

community, and non-Albanian spouses are infrequently selected. 

 

The original ethnic Albanians from Macedonia and Albania were evenly distributed across the Metroplex.  

The newly arrived refugees were resettled primarily in Richardson and in Fort Worth.  The Albanian 



American Cultural Center, a secular group with very strong links to the National Albanian American 

Council and (formerly) strong financial supporters of the Kosovo Liberation Front, is located in a storefront 

in Carrollton.  Because a predominant number of the established Albanians own small restaurants, the 

monthly AACC meetings are at 10pm, after the close of most businesses.  A liberal imam from Kosovo 

holds religious services on Fridays in the same space.   

 

For a significant number of Albanian-Americans, the American dream consists of owning their own pizza 

parlor or Italian restaurant.  It is estimated that Albanian Americans established over 50% of the 

Metroplex’s privately owned Italian pizzerias. 

 

Four years after the moving scenes of exhausted Kosovo refugees filled our television screens, a new 

cultural association has been born.  The Kosovo Folkloric Dancers, composed of immigrant children born 

in Kosovo along with their second-generation American-born peers, presented their inaugural performance 

at the 2002 Dallas International Festival. 

 

OTHER SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS 

 

Age Distribution Primarily children, young adults and middle-aged 

Percentage of men and women 50% men, 50% women 

Ties to country of origin Nuclear family and distant relatives remain, send 

money back regularly, phone relatives weekly, some 

have close ties and some don’t 

Frequency of travel to country or origin Once a year or every 2-5 years 

Estimate of undocumented Less than 5% 

 
Material Source: DFW International 
aweiss@airmail.net 

 

OUTREACH STRATEGIES 

 

Although many have attempted outreach with this group, none have been sustained. 

Possible outreach opportunities could be: 

Classes on owning your own business 

Celebration of Albanian holidays 

Inviting guests into your church to explain the situation in the region 

American Cultural classes 

Small group meetings in homes 

Business breakfasts 

 

HOW DO YOU OPEN THE DOOR TO CONVERSATIONS ABOUT FAITH? 

 

Share your everyday relationship with God…answered prayers, Scriptures that comfort 

Ask about how needs are met through their faith…loneliness, courage, direction 

Offer to pray for their needs 

Give books/videos that tell a faith story 

Discover their interests and find Christians in that field to share their story 

Look for Bible stories or principles that teach a value they respect. 

 

 


