
KOREAN COMMUNITY IN NORTH TEXAS 
 

QUICK OBSERVATIONS 

 

Country/region of origin Korean 

Population (community leaders 35,000-40,000 

Population (Census 2000) 35,986 

Main reasons for migration Higher education, opportunities to progress 

economically and professionally 

Years in this region Varies from 1 year to 40 years for some 

Primary areas of residence Richardson, Irving, Farmers Branch, Carrollton, 

Plano 

General level of education High school or college graduates 

Employment Retail, wholesale, importers, health care, 

professional, janitorial services 

Principal religions Christian; Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptist (also 2 

Catholic churches and 2 Buddhist temples) 

Languages Korean 

Media (newspaper or radio) 2 daily newspapers, 6 weekly free papers, radio by 

membership  

Community newsletter  

Cultural organizations 50, plus over 100 churches 

 

Koreans are very quietly changing the face of Dallas.  Twenty-five years ago, the Harry Hines @ Royal 

area was a neighborhood of warehouses in which prostitution was common.  Today, it is the region’s 

vibrant wholesale/retail center filled with colorful Korean restaurants and businesses.  In the area are found 

the Korean community Center, Korean Chamber of Commerce and the Korean Seniors Center.  Two 

Korean language schools operate in North Texas, and numerous Tai Kwon Do centers dot the region.  

Traditional performances of music, Korean-style martial arts and sumo wrestling, dance and drumming 

area common. 

 

Churches are important centers for this community, but the Buddhist faith that predominates in Korea is 

much less common than are a wide variety of Christian congregations.  The largest church is Presbyterian 

and draws an average of 1,200 people each Sunday.  Churches offer language and culture classes to youth 

and help reinforce Korean culture. 

 

The major problem facing this community, according to its leaders, is that it perpetuates a ‘hermit’ 

mentality, closing itself off to those who do not speak Korean.  Certainly it is true that in spite of their large 

numbers across North Texas, Koreans are nearly invisible, and efforts to build lasting relationships with 

Korean leaders are difficult. 

 

Koreans themselves are aware of their lack of ‘social acceptance’, and fault the poor English skills and 

heavy accents of many first generation leaders, who feel uncomfortable interacting with native English 

speakers.  As Korean phonetics lends it easily to Internet use, active networks of email exist, but these are 

primarily in Korean script, again limiting communication with other regional leaders and participation in 

their programs.  Few announcements about Korean cultural events are broadcast in English. 

 

Undocumented Koreans are primarily those who have arrived on tourist or student visas and have sought to 

remain in this country as permanent residents. 

 

 

OTHER SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS 

 

Age distribution Evenly distributed 

Percentage of men and women 50% men, 50% women 



Ties to country or origin Nuclear family and distant relatives remain, some 

have close ties and some don’t generous 

(nonpolitical humanitarian aid sent to North 

Vietnam 

Frequency of travel to country of origin Every 5 years 

Estimate of undocumented Around 10% 

 
 

Material Source: DFW International 

aweiss@airmail.net 
 

 

OUTREACH STRATEGIES 

 

1
st
 and 2

nd
 generation English ministries for the future 

The Korean population of our state has the highest church to population ratio of any ethnic group. 

ESL/Korean language learning exchange 

 

HOW DO YOU OPEN THE DOOR TO CONVERSATIONS ABOUT FAITH? 

 

Share your everyday relationship with God…answered prayers, Scriptures that comfort 

Ask about how needs are met through their faith…loneliness, courage, direction 

Offer to pray for their needs 

Give books/videos that tell a faith story 

Discover their interests and find Christians in that field to share their story 

Look for Bible stories or principles that teach a value they respect. 

Express interest in Korean culture and find bridges to the gospel 

 


