
Pedro and his wife are faithful members of the 
Iglesia Evangelica Bautista of Cerdanyola.  
I had the pleasure of meeting him outside an 
industrial refrigerator on a bright Tuesday 
morning in Cerdanyola del Vallès, Spain. 
Carrying a bright smile, cheerful disposition, 
and a box full of lemons, he jokingly asked my 
teammate to take a picture of him because the 
lemons were massive that day — an uncanny 
size.

Pedro and his wife have faithfully attended 
Iglesia Evangelica Bautista of Cerdanyola for 
the past 36 years. The church leads a weekly 
feeding ministry that provides groceries for 
about 50 people in need. Pedro has volunteered 
since the doors opened 20 years ago. 

“As a Christian, it is a way to be known —  to be 
a light and a testimony here,” he said. “The 
neighbors know us through this social ministry. 
This is a great way for the church to be known 
through this area.”

Jesus’ words in John 13:34 come to mind when 
I think about Pedro and other volunteers who 
faithfully serve the people of Cerdanyola.

“I give you a new commandment, that you love 
one another. Just as I have loved you, you also 
should love one another. By this everyone will 
know that you are my disciples, if you have love 
for one another” (NRSV). 

By this everyone will know. By supplying 
groceries. By providing jobs. By looking a 
neighbor in the eyes and truly listening to 
thoughts and feelings. By giving of your 
resources, your time, your energy.

Jesus’ statement is powerful. As Christ’s 
followers, we are known by the way we love one 
another — inside and outside the four church 
walls. In Micah 6:8, the Lord commands his 
people to “do justice, love kindness, and walk 
humbly” with God (NRSV). 

The Texas Baptist Hunger O� ering is a great 
way to sow into the lives of neighbors in Texas 
and around the world. Like Pedro, may we 
show kindness to others and be lights in our 
communities. By this everyone will know that 
we are Christ’s disciples. 
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Courtney and her then-5-year-old son moved 
into an apartment at Exodus Ministries after 
she served an eight-month prison sentence in 
2013. During her time in prison, she came to 
truly and fully rely on God.

Located in Dallas, Exodus Ministries is the only 
organization in Texas which welcomes both 
women and their children into its care after the 
mother is released from incarceration. Having 
just been released, mothers like Courtney often 
come to the complex with only the clothes on 
their back. 

“When I fi rst arrived, I was on fi re for the Lord,” 
Courtney recalled. “He was with me in 
everything I did. I would hunger for Him, pray 
to Him. I knew that was how I was going to 
become a good mom, to persevere through 
this program.” 

Over the next 10 months, Courtney poured 
everything she had into growing in her 
relationship with God, reconnecting with 
her son and soaking up the training she was 
receiving through Exodus’ programs. The 
change in her life soon became evident to 
everyone she knew. Courtney’s parents 

witnessed her 13-year addiction to drugs and 
often wept when they refl ected on how far the 
Lord had brought her. 

Courtney now works as a case manager for the 
ministry which changed her life, and she and 
her son still live on the property. Every day she 
is able to pour into residents and encourage 
them through the program. Having experienced 
many of the same struggles and di�  culties, she 
points them to the Lord and reminds them to 
trust Him at all times. 

The fi rst day a mom and her children set foot 
at Exodus Ministries, they are welcomed into a 
beautiful, fully-furnished apartment decorated 
by thoughtful volunteers. Each kitchen comes 
completely stocked with groceries, through 
support of the Texas Baptist Hunger O� ering, 
helping meet immediate needs for the families.

“I tell our clients, ‘You are here because God 
has a plan and a purpose for your life. You were 
created for so much more than the life you’ve 
been living. You can’t do it alone, you have to do 
it with Jesus. He is the way, the truth and the 
life,’” Courtney said.
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DORCAS PROJECT BRINGS HOPE TO 
VULNERABLE WOMEN IN 
EAST CONGO

Afrika Community Church in Dallas brings hope 
and empowerment to sexually abused women in 
eastern Congo through its Dorcas Project.

Led by Pastor Seth 
Simisi, the vocational 
program — known as 
Dorika in Congolese 
— trains women to 
sew and knit, provides 
English literacy classes, 
teaches simple business 
principles, and 
introduces them to the 
gospel of Jesus Christ.

Many of the women in the program are victims 
of sexual violence perpetrated during armed 
confl ict. Military forces used rape as a weapon 
to terrorize and demoralize, Simisi explained. 
As a result, young women were traumatized by 
their assaults and often ostracized when they 
bore the children of their attackers.

The Texas Baptist Hunger O� ering supports 
the Dorcas Project’s vocational training and 
micro-enterprise program. 

“We wanted to bring 
single mothers together 
and train them how to 
sew, help them acquire job 
skills on sewing machines, 
and share the gospel with 
them,” Simisi said.

In 2015, 40 women were trained, and 30 women 
graduated from the program and received 
sewing machines. Once the women successfully 
established their sewing businesses, the Dorcas 
Project would encourage them to pay back the 
program a little each month, so another student 
could receive the same benefi ts, he explained. 
More women are now enrolled in the program. 

“Lives have been changed,” he said. “These 
women were hopeless. Through this project, 
women have come to Christ.”

Adapted from Ken Camp’s “Dorcas Brings Hope 
to Vulnerable Women” in the Baptist Standard. 
Women enrolled in the Dorcas Project in Goma, 
Congo, learn how to sew and knit, gain English 
literacy and business skills, and are introduced to 
the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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