


“Some special needs aren’t pretty. Some people get 
ashamed or embarrassed,” said Diane Lane, Texas Baptists 
preschool and special needs ministry specialist. “Everyone 
is welcomed and accepted by Jesus Christ. The church 
should be that accepting too.”
 
Our church is part of a concerted effort in Texas to reach 
special needs individuals and their families with the Gospel 
and to affirm local churches in their ministry to them, when 
we give to the Cooperative Program.
 
Every September, Diane works with local churches to put 
on Special Friends Retreats. The weekend-long Bible camp 
welcomes individuals from all over who are living with 

special needs of one kind or another, their families and 
church communities. Participants range from 13 to  
80-years-old. 
 

“We want campers to feel accepted and to know this is their 
time,” Diane said. “I also want them to understand God 
loves and accepts them no matter what.”
 
The retreat is also a time for caregivers to share about their 
own needs and about how their church can best serve.
 
Let’s pray for Diane and her work with Special Friends 
Retreats. Pray for the Lord to open our ears to the needs of 
people and families we might not otherwise hear.  
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