


In his high school youth group, Porter Brewer asked a lot of 
questions and liked to lead.
 

“My youth pastor said, ‘Porter you have a gift for this,’” he 
recalled.
 
Though Porter knew he was called to ministry, the cost of a 
private, Christian education after graduating high school 
was stressful for him and his family.
 
A ministerial scholarship through Texas Baptists, along with 
other financial aid, helped to alleviate financial burdens on 
Porter and his family. In 2016, he graduated from East Texas 
Baptist University, and the next day began serving as a full-
time youth minister at First Baptist Church Hallsville.
 

“The training I’ve had to be a minister would not be possible 
without the scholarships I’ve received,” Porter said. “There 
are many families like mine, and I’m sure many families 
more desperate than mine, who are attempting to do the 

same thing and the Cooperative Program giving scholar-
ships to ministry students helps students get to that point.”
 
By giving to the Cooperative Program, our church is helping 
over 1,600 ministry students in Texas engage in quality edu-
cation to further fulfill their call to share the Gospel.
 

“As the cost of education continues to rise, we think about 
how to make education affordable and accessible to all 
people,” East Texas Baptist University President Blair Black-
burn said. “It is our heart and desire to develop Christ-like 
servant leaders, and we could not make that anywhere 
possible without the work of Texas Baptists and the support 
they provide through giving to the Cooperative Program.”
 
Let’s join together in praying for students discerning the 
call of God on their lives and for their faith in His ability to 
provide for their needs. 
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