
	

	

 
On Race: A Biblical Perspective 

 
In the Bible, distinctions among people are on the bases of religion and nationality, not race or color. 
The Bible does not speak directly concerning race, nor does it use the term “race” to refer to a person’s 
color. It does, however, offer important principles that can be applied to contemporary relationships 
among people of different races. 
 
 

GOD AND ALL PEOPLE 
 
Many biblical teachings about God’s relation to humankind apply to race. Understanding and following 
these teachings will help improve race relations. 
 
God created all people in His image. 

So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female 
he created them (Genesis 1:27). 

 
God is the spiritual Father of all believers. 

Have we not all one father? Has not one God created us? Why then are we faithless to one 
another, profaning the covenant of our ancestors? (Malachi 2:10). 
 
There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God, one Father of us all, who is the one over all, 
the one working through all and the one living in all (Ephesians 4:5-6). 

 
God is no respecter of persons. 

Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in 
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him”  (Acts 10:34-35). 

 
But glory and honor and peace for everyone who does good, the Jew first and also the 
Greek. For God shows no partiality (Romans 2:10-11). 

 
God loves all people. 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may 
not perish but may have eternal life (John 3:16). 

 
God’s people are to be like Him. 

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children (Ephesians 5:1). 
 



	

	

Christ died for everyone. 
But we do see Jesus, who for a little while was made lower than the angels, now crowned with 
glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste 
death for everyone (Hebrews 2:9). 

 
Christ ministered to many different kinds of people 
Romans: Luke 7:2-10 
Canaanites: Matthew 15:21-28 
Gerasenes: Mark 5:1-20 
Samaritans: John 4:7-42 
Jews: John 3:1-21 
 
Christ removes the dividing wall of hostility between people. 

But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of 
Christ. For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken down 
the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. He has abolished the law with its 
commandments and ordinances, so that he might create in himself one new humanity in place of 
the two, thus making peace, and might reconcile both groups to God in one body through the 
cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it (Ephesians 2:13-16). 

 
The followers of Christ are to be like Him. 

As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ (Galatians 
3:27). 

 
. . . whoever says, “I abide in him,” ought to walk just as he walked (1 John 2:6). 

 
 

THE CHURCH AND ALL PEOPLE 
 
Several New Testament teachings concerning the church are directly related to race relations. As 
churches take these teachings seriously, they will strive to reduce racial injustice and tension. 
 
All Christians are brothers and sisters in Christ. 

. . . for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. . . . There is no longer Jew or 
Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one 
in Christ Jesus (Galatians 3:26-28). 
 

 
 



	

	

All Christians are part of the body of Christ. 
For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, so 
we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of 
another  (Romans 12:4-5). 
 
So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also 
members of the household of God (Ephesians 2:19). 

 
The church is to seek the conversion and baptism of all people regardless of race. 

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. . . .”  (Matthew 28:18-19). 
 

The church is not to treat people in different ways on the basis of outward appearance. 
My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord 
Jesus Christ? (James 2:1). 

 
 

INDIVIDUAL CHRISTIANS AND ALL PEOPLE 
 
When a person becomes a Christian, that person gives up his/her right to choose whom he/she will 
love—whom his/her neighbor will be. Christians are to imitate Christ. They are to love all people and be 
willing to minister to every person.  
 
God’s children are to live together in harmony. 

How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity! (Psalms 133:1). 
 
Christians are to treat every person as they themselves would want to be treated. 

In everything do to others as you would have them do to you; for this is the law and the prophets 
(Matthew 7:12). 

 
Christians are to love others as they love themselves. 

He [Jesus] said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: 
You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets” (Matthew 22:37-40). 

 
 
 



	

	

Christians are not to speak disrespectfully of anyone. 
[A]nd he [Peter] said to them, “You yourselves know that it is unlawful for a Jew to associate 
with or to visit a Gentile; but God has shown me that I should not call anyone profane or 
unclean” (Acts 10:28). 

 
Christians are to witness to all people. 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth  
(Acts 1:8). 

 
Christians are to treat all people with respect. 

But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors (James 
2:9). 
 

Christians are to work for justice for all people. 
He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, 
and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? (Micah 6:8). 

 
Christians are to help meet the total needs, physical as well as spiritual, of all people. 

 How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister* 
in need and yet refuses help? (1 John 3:17). 

 
 

THE FOLLOWING BIBLICAL PASSAGES HAVE BEEN MISUSED  
BY SOME ANGLO AMERICANS 

IN DEFENSE OF PREJUDICE AGAINST AFRICAN AMERICANS 
 
Genesis 9:18-27: 
Some say that God placed a curse on Ham and his descendants, turned them “black” and assigned them 
a place of inferiority and servility in society. A careful reading of the passage reveals: 1) Canaan, 
Noah’s grandson, was the one actually cursed by Noah, not Ham; 2) There is no indication God 
approved Noah’s act; and 3) No reference is made to God’s turning anyone black, and the descendants 
of Canaan were lighter-skinned, not dark.  
 
Genesis 11:1-9: 
Some think God confounded the builders of the tower of Babel by dividing them into different races 
with different languages, but the concept of race is not in the passage. 
 
 



	

	

Joshua 9:3-17: 
Some contend that people of African descent are to be a servant people—“hewers of wood and drawers 
of water.” This is Joshua’s pronouncement upon the Gibeonites, the inhabitants of a city of Canaan, who 
had deceived Israel into making peace with them. The Gibeonites were light-skinned, like the Jews. 
Therefore, this passage has no application to people of African descent. 
 
Acts 17:26: 
Some believe God divided the races and intended for them to remain separated. But the reference is to 
nations, not races. And the passage indicates the basic unity of mankind in that all people have one 
common ancestor, Adam. 
 
Deuteronomy 7:3-4; Joshua 23:12; Ezra 9 and 10; Nehemiah 13:23-27; II Corinthians 6:14: 
Some claim marriage between people of different races is prohibited in the Bible, but these passages 
indicate the restrictions on intermarriage were for religious reasons, not racial ones. 
 
 

CONCLUSION 
 

Christian people can and should reduce racial injustice and tension. What the church does will be greatly 
determined by the attitudes and practices of individual members. What individual church members think 
and do will be greatly determined by their understanding of God’s love for all people. 
 
 
All Scripture quotations are taken from the New Revised Standard Version unless otherwise noted. 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. 
 
	


