
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 21, 2005 
 

 
Honorable Representatives and their staff: 
 
The Christian Life Commission of the Baptist General Convention of Texas 
 

Supports Life Without Parole. 

Throughout the course of the last several months, we have worked with the authors of the life without parole bills and many 
different groups involved in criminal justice issues.  As a result of our extended work and conversations with diverse interest 
groups and interviews with district attorneys from across the state, we have been active supporters of SB 60 in the Senate 
and now in the House. 
 
Enclosed in this letter are summaries of our findings throughout our course of study.  We feel that the life without parole 
option will be an asset to the juries of Texas, and be consistent with sound policy.  The initial proposal for SB 60 included 3 
options for juries: the existing death penalty, the existing life sentence with 40 year review, and the added life without parole.  
The current proposal contains only two options:  the existing death penalty and life without parole.  The existing life sentence 
option would be eliminated.  We support both measures, but would prefer for Texas jurors to be given a full arsenal to 
dispense justice. 
 
Current Law 2 Options Death Penalty Life with 40 yr. review  
SB 60 Original 3 Options Death Penalty Life with 40 yr. review Life without Parole 
SB 60 House Version 2 Options Death Penalty  Life without Parole 
 
The first enclosure is our talking points.  It contains the benefits of life without parole and provides a summary of how the law 
actually works and what it does.  The second is our study of Oklahoma.  Oklahoma juries have had 3 options in capital 
murder cases since 1988.  It has not weakened the death penalty in any way in Oklahoma.  In fact, Oklahoma executes more 
people per capita than Texas.  These statistics were compiled from the Oklahoma Department of Corrects, the TDCJ and the 
U.S. Census data.   
 
On Monday, you will decide if Texas will join the 47 other states that provide a full range of sentencing options to their judges 
and juries.  Sentencing for criminal offenses is one of the most serious responsibilities for citizens; decisions impact the 
offender and the expression of justice for all Texans. No criminal justice system is perfect, but with the addition of “life without 
parole”, our system can function more deliberately to express the will of the people. We urge you to support the passage of 
legislation that would provide “life without parole” as a sentencing option for judges, juries and fellow citizens. 
 
Thank you for your consideration.  
 

 
Suzii Paynter 
Director, Public Policy 

 
Phil Strickland 
Director, Christian Life Commission 


