
Dear Representatives and their staff: 
  
With the important school voucher vote coming up, we would like to reiterate our position against 
school vouchers for two reasons. 

1)       Vouchers -  put religious freedom at risk  

Private school vouchers are an important Church-state issue.  There are many thriving 
religiously-affiliated schools. They have at the core of their identity religious teachings and values. 
It is very important to protect the sanctity of religious content in religiously affiliated schools. State 
money to religious schools creates a climate of compromise. 

Vouchers are a tempting to many, but tax payer money comes with strings attached. It should. 
Tax payers have a right to direct, through the state agencies they fund, the principles, testing and 
goals of state funded education. Religious schools who take advantage of vouchers will have to 
deal with invasive state regulation.  

On the reverse side of that coin, it will use my tax dollar to fund your religion. State money will be 
used to pay for religious instruction. These bills clearly say: From *FAQ on HB 1263 “There is no 
“opt-out” clause. If a school’s policy is that students are required to take religion classes or attend 
religious services, then those policies stand. A parent must be advised of a school’s policy when 
they apply, but if they wish to attend your (religious) school they will have to comply with your 
(religious) policies.” Even if the religious education provided by the school is the religious 
education desired by the parents, state money should not fund religious education. 
  
2)       Money has been set aside for Vouchers, but not for ESL programs 
  
We support fully funding Bi-lingual and English as a Second Language programs and provide the 
needed materials, such as ESL textbooks, and providing teachers with the needed training.  
These programs make a big difference.   
  
The ESL population is exploding across the state.  It is a well documented (and common sense) 
fact that children learn a second language more easily and proficiently when they are young.  
Recently in September of 2003, the State Board of Education voted NO to providing ESL books 
and materials to kindergarten, first and second grade students.  Not only will this generation of 
ESL students be without vital materials and books, the State Board of Education will not 
reconsider this decision until 2005. 
  
2005 is a time to change.  No ESL books for Kindergarten, 1st or 2nd

  

 grade have been purchased 
since 2003.  Do not let another two years go by and two more classes of children suffer without 
the ESL training they need to succeed. 
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