
Brief Synopsis of Immigration Issues 
 
The biblical witness has a rich tradition regarding the treatment of aliens and strangers in 
the land. An increasingly global economy and the threat of terrorism produce challenges 
that make dialogue about United States immigration policy complex and controversial. 
Despite these difficulties, Jesus calls his followers to show love to the “stranger” 
(Matthew 25). The Christian Life Commission strives to embody this biblical mandate in 
several areas. 
 
BGCT Resolution  
 
At the November 2003 meeting of the Baptist General Convention of Texas, a resolution 
was passed to stand with the Hispanic Baptist Convención in supporting ministry 
to the “alien” and the “stranger” in the land.  The resolution reads as follows: 
 
WHEREAS the Bible teaches and the ministry of Jesus instructs that believers are to 
minister to the “alien” and the “stranger in the land;” and 
 
WHEREAS Texas has become a leading receptor of undocumented immigrants with 
more than one million currently in the state; and 
 
WHEREAS immigrants, documented and undocumented, are members of Baptist 
congregations and serve as brothers and sisters in Christ: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Baptist General Convention of Texas affirms the concerns of 
the Hispanic Baptist Convención and encourages a proactive involvement of ministry 
activity among immigrants, documented and undocumented, through prayer and action. 
 
Resolutions of the BGCT, Hispanic Baptist Convención, and the National Convocation of 
Hispanic Leaders   
 

 
Immigration Education from a Biblical Perspective 
 
In the spring of 2004, the CLC intern from Truett Seminary and the Baylor School of 
Social Work, Leigh Jackson, conducted a biblically based study on immigration policy 
titled Showing Hospitality to the Least of These; Immigration: Biblical Perspective and 
Reflection.  In 2007 the Baptist Immigration Services Network team revised this 
invaluable study to include recent statistics and policy updates. 
 
The intended benefits of the study are: (1) to provide a biblical frame of reference for 
current immigration issues, (2) to increase study participants’ knowledge and encourage 
them to stay informed about immigration policy, (3) to encourage participants’ 

http://www.bgct.org/texasbaptists/Document.Doc?&id=3667
http://www.bgct.org/texasbaptists/Document.Doc?&id=3666


involvement in policy and social justice ministry, (4) to demonstrate to participants the 
connection between faith and civic leadership (Christian Citizenship). 
 
For the full text of the study click here. 
 
For additional resources visit www.bgct.org/immigration.  

http://www.bgct.org/immigration
http://www.bgct.org/texasbaptists/Page.aspx?&pid=4085&srcid=4021

