
Texas Public Education
Educational Inequality is a justice issue. 

Public schools represent 
a huge opportunity for 
Christians to make a positive 
impact in their communities.

Education investments not only 
provide an opportunity for local ministry, 
but also positive results for the state’s 
economy and residents.

of high schools with the highest percentage of black & Latino 
students do not offer Algebra II; a third of these schools do 
not offer chemistry. Fewer than half of American Indian and 
Native-Alaskan high school students have access to the full 
range of math and science courses in their high school.
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According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, in 2014, 
the unemployment rate for high school dropouts (9%) 
almost tripled the rate for college graduates (3.5%).

of low income fi rst generation 
students who enroll in college 
will earn a bachelor’s degree in 

six years compared to

There is a college graduation 
gap in America. According to 
research, only

of higher income 
peers with similar grades.
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as likely to attend schools 
where fewer than 

African American students 
are more than

of teachers meet all state 
certifi cation and licensure 
requirements, and Latino 
students are twice as 
likely as white students 
to attend such schools.
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On a national level, students 
from low income communities 
are three grade levels behind their 
peers in wealthier communities by 
the time they reach fourth grade.

of poor children enter 
kindergarten school-ready.
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dropouts live in poor or near-poor families.
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Investing in quality early education programs is 
one way to close the achievement gap between 
low income and disadvantaged minority 
students and their more affl uent counterparts.

of adults with school-aged children 
send their children to public schools.
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Why Christians Should Care
“Train children in the right way, and when old, they will not stray.” Proverbs 22:6 (NRSV)

“ Thus says the LORD of hosts: Render true judgments, show kindness and mercy to one another; do not oppress 
the widow, the orphan, the alien, or the poor.” Zechariah 7:9-10a (NRSV)

“Learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the widow.” Isaiah 1:17 (NRSV)

“ Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever becomes 
humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes 
me.” Matthew 18:3-5 (NRSV)

How You Can Help
•  Offer parenting classes. Parents should be their child’s fi rst and most important teachers. Unfortunately, many parents 

lack the proper skills to participate in their child’s education. Parents’ failure to engage in educationally supportive 
activities is associated with children’s poorer academic and behavioral outcomes. Your church should consider 
coming alongside parents in the community by offering classes on developmentally appropriate parenting skills, using 
curriculum such as Raising Highly Capable Kids™. For more information on this curriculum, contact Gabriel Cortes at 
gabriel.cortes@texasbaptists.org.

•  Volunteer at a school in a low income neighborhood. Often, parents in these neighborhoods work hourly jobs that make 
it diffi cult for them to volunteer at school. We can stand in the gap for those parents by spending a few hours reading 
to a class, volunteering to tutor children or help organize some school event, or bringing a treat for the teachers and 
administrators. Consider giving the gift of your time to a public school in need.

•  Contact your legislators. Share your concerns & support for public education. Ask them to support greater access 
to early education programs and equitable school funding. 

•  Start or participate in a school-based mentorship program. Mentors provide guidance, care and support to kids 
who may lack appropriate role models in their lives. Youth are fi ve times more likely to graduate if they have a 
meaningful relationship with an adult. For more information on starting a school-based mentorship program, visit 
churchadoptaschool.org.

•  Sponsor a school supply drive. Lower income families may not be able to afford school supplies. Consider partnering 
with a local school to host a back to school rally or school supply drive. 

Do Justice. Love Kindness. Walk Humbly with God. –Micah 6:8

For more information, contact: 

Kathryn Freeman
Director of Public Policy

512.473.2288  |  kathryn.freeman@texasbaptists.org


