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1. Overview
The following “rules of thumb” are given as general 
estimates and guide lines when considering land and 
building needs for a typical Baptist church. Some 
are absolute, such as the number of square feet 
required to park a car, and some are meant only to be 
guidelines, such as the number of square feet required 
in classrooms.

These “rules of thumb” should be used for general 
planning. Their use will allow the church to avoid 
many unnecessary problems. Deviations from these 
guidelines should come only after careful analysis in 
consultation with qualified professionals who know 
and understand applicable codes and ordinances.

2. Site Planning
One usable acre of land is needed for each 100-125 
persons in attendance. This will provide adequate 
space for worship and education buildings and for 
parking to support those facilities (for single worship, 
single Sunday School program). Additional space 
(two or more acres) is needed if an activities building 
or outdoor recreation is planned. The pastor’s home 
should not be on the church building site. If it is, an 
additional one-half to one acre of land will be needed.

3. Worship Center Ground 
Coverage

Seating Capacity  Sq.Ft./Person
Up to 300  15-17
300-500  17-20
500-up   20+

Figures are for rectangular buildings. Other shapes may 
require more square feet per person. Area includes 
main worship area, baptistry and dressing areas, foyers/
atriums and restrooms.

4. Education Building Ground 
Coverage (Gross area)
45 square feet of floor space per person.

55 square feet of floor space per person in larger 
churches with extensive programs.

Desirable width for smaller buildings: 
 36 to 45 feet.

Desirable width for larger buildings: 
 52 to 60 feet.

5. First Unit Buildings
35 to 40 square feet of floor space per person (worship/
dining and classroom space).

6. Activity Building
10,000 to 16,000 square feet.

A high school size basketball court alone requires a 
6,000 square foot building.

7. Parking
A minimum of one parking space for every 3 seats in the 
worship center at a “typical” Baptist church. Additional 
parking is needed if there are a large number of senior 
adults and/or singles in the church. 

Approximately 100 cars can be parked on one usable 
acre (1 Acre = 43,560 sq.ft.)

Parking space dimension  
Minimum  9' X 18' 
Recommended  9’ X 19’

Driveway dimension  
Minimum  24' 
Recommended  25’ 
Fire Lane  30’

Rules of Thumb: Site Development


