
LESSON ONE

Accept 
Responsibility 
for Being Jesus’ 
Witness

FOCAL TEXT
Acts 1:1–8

BACKGROUND
Acts 1:1–11

MAIN IDEA
Jesus instructed his 

disciples that they were 
to be his witnesses.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
Whose witness are you?

STUDY AIM
To commit myself to be Jesus’ 

witness and to identify in 
this series of Bible studies 

how I will do that

QUICK READ
The apostles were confused 
about the kingdom of God 

even after Jesus’ resurrection. 
Jesus instructed them to 

wait in Jerusalem until the 
Holy Spirit empowered 

them to be his witnesses.
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The Book of Acts provides a compelling picture of the Holy Spirit 
moving among the early church as Christ is proclaimed throughout the 
world. Yet this book is much more than an historical document. God 
challenges the church of every age with the promise of Acts 1:8. We are 
to be Jesus’ witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the farthest 
reaches of the world.

Are you ready to accept your kingdom assignment?

Acts 1:1–8
1 The first account I composed, Theophilus, about all that 

Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the day when He was taken 
up to heaven, after He had by the Holy Spirit given orders to the 
apostles whom He had chosen. 3 To these He also presented 
Himself alive after His suffering, by many convincing proofs, 
appearing to them over a period of forty days and speaking of 
the things concerning the kingdom of God. 4 Gathering them 
together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to 
wait for what the Father had promised, “Which,” He said, “you 
heard of from Me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 6 So when 
they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, “Lord, is it 
at this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to 
them, “It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father 
has fixed by His own authority; 8 but you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses 
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the 
remotest part of the earth.”

Prologue to Acts (1:1–5)

Who is the writer? The Book of Acts does not directly identify its writer, 
but various strong clues within Acts indicate its human author was Luke, 
who also wrote the Gospel of Luke. Both Luke 1:3 and Acts 1:1 refer to 
Theophilus, and Acts 1:1 speaks of “the first account I composed.”1 Luke 
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and Acts also have similarities in their style of language. In addition, the 
“we” passages in Acts suggest that the author was a traveling companion 
of Paul (Acts 16:10–17; 20:5–15; 21:1–8; 27:1—28:16). In Colossians 4:14, 
Luke is identified as “the doctor” and as being with Paul. Furthermore, 
church tradition beginning in the second century identified Luke as the 
author of Acts.2

Luke did not claim to be an eyewitness of the events of the gospel, 
and yet he obviously heard the testimony of those who were eyewit-
nesses. In Acts 1 Luke continued the story he began in the Gospel of 
Luke. Acts 1:1–11 restates much of what was written in Luke 24:44–53. 
The emphasis in both texts is that after Christ’s ascension his followers 
would receive power and would be his witnesses to all the nations begin-
ning in Jerusalem.

What is the occasion? After Jesus’ resurrection, he met with the dis-
ciples showing many convincing proofs over a period of forty days. In 
1 Corinthians 15:5–8, the Apostle Paul listed some of those who experi-
enced Jesus’ ministry after the resurrection.

As Jesus met with the disciples, he continued the message he preached 
before the crucifixion “concerning the kingdom of God” (Acts 1:3). The 
kingdom of God is not just an earthly fulfillment but an eternal reality 
that includes God’s covenant with Israel and the church but is the reign 
of God forever.

It was obvious in verse 6 that the disciples were still looking for the 
restoration of Israel that would bring freedom from subjugation by the 
Romans. Jesus let them know that he would depart from them. Soon 
they would begin to comprehend the ministry of the Holy Spirit and the 
emergence of the church. As New Testament commentator F. F. Bruce 
states, “Instead of the political power which had formerly been the object 
of their ambitions, a power far greater and nobler would be theirs. When 
the Holy Spirit came upon them, Jesus assured them, they would be 
clothed with heavenly power. . . .”3

Jesus further told the disciples to remain in Jerusalem, and soon they 
would receive what the Father had promised. “‘Which,’ He said, ‘you 
heard of from Me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit not many days from now’” (1:4–5).

What is the purpose? When Acts 1:1 is considered in light of Luke 
1:3, it is likely that Acts continues Luke’s purpose of providing “a cer-
tain Theophilus an accurate and orderly account of the origins of 
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Witnesses
Bible commentator William J. Larkin, Jr., states, “Jesus says to be His 
witnesses. To be a witness (martys) is to speak from personal knowl-
edge of facts and their significance. The apostles, as eyewitnesses 
of the saving events, were witnesses in a unique sense. But all those 
who will believe and appropriate the truth of their testimony also 
qualify as witnesses.”7 All believers are called to be empowered by 
the Holy Spirit as witnesses of the transformational grace of Christ.

Christianity, about which Theophilus had some information already.”4 
Even though Theophilus was obviously an historical person, he also rep-
resented the middle-class literate Roman who must have been interested 
in learning the story about Christ.

Acts has been called the Acts of the Apostles and the Acts of the Holy 
Spirit. The central person in Luke’s Gospel is Jesus. Peter is prominently 
mentioned in the first part of Acts, and then the focus shifts to Paul. 
However, Acts is not primarily biographical but the story of the move-
ment of the church from Jerusalem to the ends of the earth.

Luke’s Gospel and Acts give an account of the life and ministry of 
Jesus and the birth and expansion of the church. Acts is an historical 
record of the first-generation church, but it also inspires believers of 
every age to find their role in the mission of the church.

Promise (1:6–8)

Jesus promised the apostles they would be empowered to be his wit-
nesses to the ends of the earth.

Who are the witnesses? Jesus said, “You shall be My witnesses” (1:6). To 
whom was Jesus referring? The apostles and those who were witnesses 
of the resurrected Jesus were included in this statement as were all who 
later were gathered together in the upper room in Jerusalem (1:13–15). 
Yet as the Book of Acts unfolds, we are aware that all of Christ’s follow-
ers were empowered by God’s Spirit to be witnesses. Acts 8:1 states that 
because of “severe persecution . . . the church in Jerusalem” was scat-
tered “throughout the countryside of Judea and Samaria”—“all except 
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the apostles.” Then in verse 4 we are told that the ones “who were scat-
tered went from place to place, proclaiming the word.” The expansion 
of the church did not come through the proclamation of a few disciples 
(or preachers) but through the men and women empowered by the Holy 
Spirit who were scattered throughout the world.

Why are we witnesses? We are all to be Christ’s witnesses because 
Christ has commanded us to be. In Matthew 28:19–20 the church is 
commanded to make disciples of all the nations. In Acts 1:8 we are com-
manded to be witnesses to the most remote part of the earth.

We are also witnesses because of the urgent need of the world. The 
Gospel of Luke states that Jesus’ mission was “to seek and to save that 
which was lost” (Luke 19:10). Just before Jesus’ ascension, Jesus told the 
apostles they were his witnesses “and that repentance for forgiveness of 
sins would be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem” (Luke 24:47–48). The work of the Savior became the work of 
the church.

People have rebelled against God and chosen a lifestyle of self-destruc-
tion since the fall of Adam. We are incapable of restoring ourselves. 
Each generation finds new ways to bring destruction to the earth, to our 
bodies, and to our relationships. The church must proclaim the hope of 
Christ because individually and collectively we desperately need him.

Further, we are Jesus’ witnesses because our nature has been changed 
through our trust in him. How can we not tell others what Christ is doing 
in our lives? The apostles had seen Jesus dead, and they had seen him 
when he was raised. Why should they be afraid of earthly rulers when 
they followed One who has the power over life and death? Note that 
Jesus did not command them to witness. Rather Jesus said they would 
be witnesses. Being a witness for Jesus is what a disciple does. Further, 
being a witness of Christ was not merely talking about Jesus. Rather 
their whole lives became testimonies.

What is the message? Jesus said, “You shall be My witnesses” (Acts 1:8, 
italics for emphasis). The message for the church to proclaim is Christ. 
In Acts 8:5, we learn of Philip “proclaiming Christ.” In Acts 8:12, “they 
believed Philip preaching the good news about the kingdom of God and 
the name of Jesus Christ. . . .” When Philip met the eunuch from Ethiopia 
“beginning from this Scripture he preached Jesus to him” (8:35).

The goal of the church is not church growth. Evangelism is not talk-
ing about churches’ programs, staffs, facilities, or ministries. Evangelism 
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is proclaiming Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit. Witnessing of Christ 
was not an occasional activity in which the early church participated. 
They were witnesses of Christ with their lifestyles. Their speech, life-
style, and conduct spoke of their allegiance to Christ.

What is the strategy? Jesus said they were to be his witnesses “in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part 
of the earth” (1:8). We can view this strategy both geographically and 
relationally. As New Testament scholar F. F. Bruce comments, “It has 
often been pointed out that the geographical terms of v. 8 provide a sort 
of ‘Index of Contents’ for Acts. ‘You shall be my witnesses’ might be 
regarded as the theme of the book; ‘in Jerusalem’ covers the first seven 
chapters; ‘in all Judea and Samaria’ chapters 8:1—11:18; and the remain-
der of the book deals with the progress of the gospel outside the frontiers 
of the Holy Land until at last it reaches Rome.”5

Geographically we are to begin right where we are in our location. If 
we fail to reach our own community, then who will? Yet we must also 
remember that billions of people have not even heard this message of 
salvation. The promise and assignment of Acts 1:8 is for the church of 
each generation to be witnesses “even to the remotest part of the earth” 
(1:8).

In his book Concentric Circles of Concern, Oscar Thompson illustrates 
that the gospel typically follows relationships. So the mission mandate 

Identifying Your Kingdom 
Assignment

•	 Who are three people who are already in your circle of 
relationships who give no evidence of knowing Christ?

•	 What will be your strategy for being Christ’s witness with 
them?

•	 Is there a people group within your community for whom 
there is no evangelical church?

•	 Who are your church’s ministry partners who are taking the 
hope of Christ to the ends of the earth?

•	 What is your part in supporting them?
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can be understood relationally. Jerusalem is our home. Our strategy 
moves us from family to friends and even to enemies (Samaritans) and 
to the strangers we are yet to meet.

Implications and Actions

We must pay attention to Jesus’ message in Acts 1:8. Being Jesus’ wit-
nesses is our job, too. We must not be lulled to sleep by universalism (the 
notion that everyone will be saved) or by thinking evangelism—witness-
ing—is just the role of a select few. It is “the church’s number one job.”6 
Is it yours?

QUESTIONS

1. What did Jesus mean when he said we would be his “witnesses”?

2. What is the role of the Holy Spirit in missions?



24  The Book of Acts: Time to Act on Acts 1:8

3. How does the promise in Acts 1:8 relate to you and your church?

4. Where is your Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and beyond?
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