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LESSON 
ONE The Right Place to Begin

Focal Text
1 Kings 2:10–12; 3:1–15

Background
1 Kings 1—3

Main Idea
Seeking God’s wisdom 
is the right beginning 
place for any leader.

Question to Explore
Where does good 
leadership begin?

Study Aim
To evaluate Solomon’s prayer and God’s 

response and identify implications for leadership

Study and Action Emphases

• Affirm the Bible as our authoritative guide for 
life and ministry

• Develop a growing, vibrant faith
• Equip people for servant leadership

Quick Read
Learning the difference between knowledge and 
wisdom is an important key to good leadership.
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I once asked a group of church folk, “What would you do if you suddenly 
received a million dollars?” One answered, “First, I would give a tithe to 
the church.” Others in the circle stated a desire to help the church, reduce 
world hunger, provide clothing for orphans, and so forth. All of these are 
noble and honorable ideas. However, when my turn came, I said, “I would 
put it all on my credit card bill as far as it would go.” I was implying, of 
course, that not even a million dollars would actually cover my debt!

Now, I realize that some who read this lesson might be quick to criti-
cize my less than “holy” answer. However, the statement quickly drew 
laughter and reminded the group that most of us are not nearly so noble in 
real life with less money, fame, power or talents. We often use such gifts 
from God in selfish ways.

After David had died and Solomon had been installed on the throne as 
Israel’s third king, God gave the new ruler a choice of anything his heart 
would desire. The story of God’s remarkable offer and Solomon’s unself-
ish request is the subject of this Bible study. Solomon began his reign by 
choosing wisdom instead of wealth or power. While some of his later 
choices provided a poor example for his successors, he began his reign in 
the right way.

1 Kings 2:10–12
10Then David rested with his fathers and was buried in the City of 

David. 11He had reigned forty years over Israel—seven years in Hebron 
and thirty-three in Jerusalem. 12So Solomon sat on the throne of his father 
David, and his rule was firmly established.

1 Kings 3:1–15
1Solomon made an alliance with Pharaoh king of Egypt and married his 

daughter. He brought her to the City of David until he finished building 
his palace and the temple of the LORD, and the wall around Jerusalem. 
2The people, however, were still sacrificing at the high places, because 
a temple had not yet been built for the Name of the LORD. 3Solomon 
showed his love for the LORD by walking according to the statutes of his 
father David, except that he offered sacrifices and burned incense on the 
high places. 4The king went to Gibeon to offer sacrifices, for that was 
the most important high place, and Solomon offered a thousand burnt 
offerings on that altar. 5At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon during 
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the night in a dream, and God said, “Ask for whatever you want me to 
give you.” 6Solomon answered, “You have shown great kindness to your 
servant, my father David, because he was faithful to you and righteous 
and upright in heart. You have continued this great kindness to him and 
have given him a son to sit on his throne this very day.

7“Now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of 
my father David. But I am only a little child and do not know how to carry 
out my duties. 8Your servant is here among the people you have chosen, 
a great people, too numerous to count or number. 9So give your servant a 
discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right 
and wrong. For who is able to govern this great people of yours?” 10The 
Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. 11So God said to him, 
“Since you have asked for this and not for long life or wealth for yourself, 
nor have asked for the death of your enemies but for discernment in 
administering justice, 12I will do what you have asked. I will give you a 
wise and discerning heart, so that there will never have been anyone like 
you, nor will there ever be. 13Moreover, I will give you what you have 
not asked for—both riches and honor—so that in your lifetime you will 
have no equal among kings. 14And if you walk in my ways and obey my 
statutes and commands as David your father did, I will give you a long 
life.” 15Then Solomon awoke—and he realized it had been a dream. He 
returned to Jerusalem, stood before the ark of the Lord’s covenant and 
sacrificed burnt offerings and fellowship offerings. Then he gave a feast 
for all his court.

The Death of David (2:10–12)

David’s death created a time of crisis. The transition to Solomon as the 
next king was not smooth or easy. The handsome Adonijah, David’s oldest 
son, wanted to be Israel’s next king. First Kings 1—2 relates the intrigue 
that surrounded the approaching death of the old king.

David was on his deathbed when Adonijah made his move (1 Kings 
1:5–10). Adonijah knew David’s death was imminent. He garnered horses 
and chariots, fifty men, the support of David’s old general Joab, and 
Abiathar the priest. Adonijah offered a large sacrifice of sheep and cattle 
to inaugurate his ascension to the throne. Next, he prepared a celebration 
by inviting all his brothers—David’s other sons—and the royal officials 
of Judah to a feast. Solomon, the prophet Nathan, the priest Benaiah, and 
the royal guard were not invited.



1 AND 2 KINGS: Leaders and Followers—Failed and Faithful

20

Solomon
Solomon began his reign around 961 B.C. The prophet Nathan had given him 
the name Jedidiah (loved by the Lord) at his birth (2 Sam. 12:25). “Solomon” 
means peaceful, which describes his forty-year reign with no major wars or con-
flicts. He was a master builder—building a palace, God’s temple, and many 
buildings and fortifications throughout Israel’s borders. Solomon also expanded 
the borders of Israel to their greatest reach through peace treaty marriages. 
Under Solomon, Israel gained international importance in the Middle East. He 
had great wealth and a large army.

Solomon’s greatest mistakes were his marriages to 700 wives and 300 concu-
bines (1 Kings 11:3–4). Unfortunately, too, Solomon pressed Israelites into slave 
labor to accomplish his many building programs. Likewise, he increased taxes.

Such acts made Solomon unpopular in his latter days. Solomon’s unpopu-
larity set the stage for the rebellion that took place at his death and for the 
subsequent split between the ten northern tribes, called Israel, and the two 
southern tribes, called Judah. He also built “high places” for the worship of 
foreign gods.

Bathsheba, Solomon’s mother, appealed to David to fulfill his prom-
ise that Solomon would be the next king of Israel (1:11–17). Through a 
series of events that David ordered, Solomon was declared the king of 
Israel. Solomon assumed the throne and became the true and legitimate 

king of Israel (1:28–53). Adonijah, Joab, and 
Abiathar quickly professed their allegiance 
to Solomon.

David, in the last few days of his life, sent 
for Solomon. The old king offered his son 
advice about being ruler over Israel. He cau-

tioned Solomon, “‘I am about to go the way of all the earth,’ he said. ‘So 
be strong, show yourself a man, and observe what the LORD your God 
requires: Walk in his ways, and keep his decrees and commands, his laws 
and requirements, as written in the Law of Moses, so that you may pros-
per in all you do and wherever you go’” (2:2–3).

In addition to this sage advice, David instructed Solomon on how to 
settle matters against Joab and Shemei, who had cursed David. Joab had 
assassinated Abner, King Saul’s general, while David was concluding a 
peace treaty with Saul’s army (2 Samuel 3:26–27). Joab also assassinated 
Amasa, his cousin and second in command, for failing to act quickly 
during the rebellion of Sheba, the Benjaminite (2 Sam. 20:10).

“What would you do if 
you suddenly received 

a million dollars?”
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Shemei’s treachery occurred while David was f leeing his rebellious 
son, Absalom. Shemei approached David and his army. Scurrying along 
the hillside as David and his troops passed, Shemei began cursing David 
and pelting him with dirt and pebbles. Shemei said, “Get out, get out, you 
man of blood, you scoundrel! The LORD has repaid you for all the blood 
you shed in the household of Saul, in whose place you have reigned. The 
LORD has handed the kingdom over to your son Absalom. You have come 
to ruin because you are a man of blood!” (2 Sam. 16:7–8). David pre-
vented his troops from taking any action against Shemei. Instead, David 
pledged not to kill him (2 Sam. 19:23). However, on his deathbed, David 
placed Shemei’s fate in the hands of Solomon, calling on Solomon to put 
Shemei to death.

Solomon carried out his father’s wishes concerning both Joab and 
Shemei. Furthermore, he had Adonijah killed as he solidified his claim to 
the throne (1 Kings 2:13–25).

Solomon’s Imperfections (3:1–3)

Although Solomon loved the Lord “by walking according to the stat-
utes of his father David” (1 Kings 3:3), he was not perfect. Like all of us, 
Solomon sometimes chose expediency rather than obedience to God.

At the beginning of his reign, Solomon made a peace treaty with 
Egypt and sealed it by marrying the Pharaoh’s daughter. In doing so, 
Solomon ignored the standards of God’s covenant with Israel. God 
specifically instructed Israel’s kings not to take many wives or accu-
mulate large amounts of silver and gold 
(Deuteronomy 17:17). Joshua delivered a 
similar warning in his farewell address to 
Israel (Joshua 23:12–13).

God’s prohibition against marrying for-
eigners was not a law against interracial 
marriage, as some have understood it. Instead, it was a prohibition against 
marriage to unbelievers. God knew such marriages would introduce 
pagan religions into Israel’s culture. Solomon’s many wives and concu-
bines certainly fulfilled those fears. Paul echoed God’s warning about not 
marrying a non-believer in 1 Corinthians 6:14.

A second fault of Solomon was that he offered sacrifices to pagan gods 
in the “high places.” (See sidebar on “High Places.”) “On a hill east of 

Christian leadership 
originates from a 
servant’s heart.
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Jerusalem, Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the detestable god of 
Moab, and for Molech the detestable god of the Ammonites. He did the 

same for all his foreign wives, who burned 
incense and offered sacrifices to their gods” 
(1 Kings 11:7–8). For this, Solomon fell out of 
favor with God. Rather than Solomon lead-
ing his wives to a commitment to Yahweh, 

the pagan wives led Solomon to split his commitment between God and 
their pagan gods.

Solomon’s Wise Beginning (3:4–15)

Solomon traveled to Gibeon where he offered a thousand burnt offerings 
to God. In 1 Kings 3:4, the term “high place” was not a place of pagan 
worship. The text makes clear that this “high place” was dedicated solely 
to the worship of Yahweh. God obviously was pleased with the young 
king and his offering.

Consequently, God made the unbelievable offer to Solomon, “Ask for 
whatever you want me to give you” (3:5). What would any of us do with 
such an offer from God? How might we reply?

Solomon began his answer with gratitude for the many kindnesses God 
had bestowed on his father David and continued to bestow on him. He 
believed God’s kindnesses were a response to David’s devotion to God. 
God does bless obedience. Such blessings are not always material but 
sometimes are spiritual in nature. God blesses every faithfully obedient 
person with everlasting life—not because of a person’s work, but rather 
because of one’s faith.

Note how Solomon used the term “servant” in verse 7. Although he 
was a king of people, he was also a servant of God. Solomon wisely saw 

that true godly work begins in servanthood 
to God’s will. No Christian leader is a good 
leader if he or she does not understand this 
great truth. We do not lead by our own 
wisdom and knowledge. Christian leadership 

originates from a servant’s heart. We must beware of those who command 
that we follow them because they are educated or knowledgeable. One 
can have much knowledge but no wisdom.

One can have much 
knowledge but no wisdom.

Good leaders do not 
demand allegiance.
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Verses 8–9 demonstrate one of Solomon’s finest moments. This humble 
request—not for fame, long life, power, or great riches—was the basis of 
God’s decision to bless Solomon not only with a discerning heart but also 
with all the things he did not request. Solomon was catapulted into fame, 
long life, great riches, and power because of his humility.

A wise Christian leader is humble. Good leaders do not demand 
allegiance. Good leaders earn leadership through being trustworthy, 
demonstrating wisdom, and being humble. 
All church leaders should heed Solomon’s 
example.

Solomon returned to Jerusalem and offered 
sacrifices before the ark of the covenant. 
These are called “burnt offerings and fellow-
ship offerings” in our Scripture text. The “burnt offerings” were probably 
a continuation of the sacrifices he made at Gibeon, but the “peace offer-
ings” are offerings of thanksgiving. Solomon showed his deep devotion 
and gratitude to God for giving him wisdom and the other gifts.

Evidence of Solomon’s Wisdom (3:16–28)

The story of the two prostitutes’ dispute over the parenthood of a baby 
boy illustrates that God did, indeed, give Solomon the ability to discern 
between what was good and what was evil. Both women lived together 
and had babies born within three days of one another. Unfortunately, one 
woman went to sleep with her baby near her and during her sleep appar-
ently rolled over on the baby, smothering it. When she awoke and realized 
what had happened, she swapped her dead baby for the other prostitute’s 
baby boy. When the second woman awoke, she realized the treachery of 

Good leaders earn 
leadership through being 

trustworthy, demonstrating 
wisdom, and being humble.

“High Places”
This term in Scripture usually refers to pagan places of worship. Such altars or 
shrines were built on high ground to be nearer the alleged deity during wor-
ship. The author of 1 and 2 Kings (and other Old Testament writers) repeatedly 
condemned these places of pagan worship. Throughout the Scriptures, pagans 
would sacrifice children; perform lewd sexual rituals; and dance, eat, and drink 
to excess in the high places as forms of pagan worship.
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the first woman. However, since others could not tell which of the two 
was lying, the dispute came before King Solomon.

After both women claimed ownership of the living child, Solomon 
declared it was impossible to tell which woman was lying. Therefore, 

he asked for a sword and declared he would 
divide the child into two pieces so that each 
woman could have half of the living boy.

Horror struck the true mother. Realizing 
it would be better for her son to live rather 
then die she pleaded with Solomon not to 
do such a thing. Instead, she said to give the 

living baby to the other woman. The false mother revealed her evil lie 
by agreeing that neither woman should have the child. She encouraged 
the king to cut the boy in half so that neither would have a son. Solomon 
awarded the child to the true mother.

Solomon’s wise action illustrated that God had indeed given him a 
“wise and discerning heart” (3:10) in response to his humble request (3:9). 
Although Solomon was far from perfect, his prayer requesting God’s 
wisdom provides a model for leadership today.

QUESTIONS

 1. What qualities should a Christian leader exhibit? In your opinion, 
do we expect perfection in our Christian leaders? Should we?

 2. Should a Christian marry an unbeliever? How should a person who 
becomes a Christian act toward an unbelieving spouse?

 3. What qualities did Solomon have that we should try to apply to our 
lives? What qualities did he have that we should avoid?

 4. How would you respond if God said to you, “Ask for whatever you 
want me to give you”?

Although Solomon was 
far from perfect, his 

prayer requesting God’s 
wisdom provides a model 

for leadership today.


