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Jeremiah and Ezekiel
Introduction for Teachers
Welcome!

Pray and prepare

The purpose of this Teaching Guide is to provide
teachers with a plan for teaching a quality Bible lesson
while helping participants improve their English language
skills. Use of this material is suggested for International
Sunday School classes or any Bible study group taught at
a Basic English level.
The Teaching Guide begins with listings of the
Lesson Focus, Focal/Background Text, and Memory
Verse, all of which provide the premise for the lesson.
This information is followed by a teaching plan under
headings of Connect with Life, Guide the Study, and
Encourage Application. At the end of each lesson, Extra
Teaching Ideas are provided under those same headings.
As the teacher, you may pick and choose from these helps
to use along with the student’s Study Guide to fit the
lesson to your class members’ abilities and needs.

Prayer is specifically suggested in the teaching
procedures. It should be an integral part of your lesson
plan. Use your own judgment as to where it best fits into
the teaching session.
The writers and editors wish you success and give
you prayerful support in your teaching of this Adult Bible
Study in Simplified English.

Which Bible translation does this
material use?
The Bible text printed in the lesson material is
from the NEW LIFE Version of the Bible (NLV), an
inexpensive translation (not a paraphrase) which uses only
an 850-word vocabulary. The NLV is available from
Christian Literature International, P. O. Box 777, Canby,
Oregon 97013; e-mail christian@canby.com; telephone
(orders only) 1-800-324-9734.
The New Life Version is also available online at
www.biblegateway.com and www.studylight.org.
The NLV Bible often uses simplified phrases to
express terms generally familiar to anyone raised in a
Christian environment. In the Teaching Guide, these terms
will usually be expressed using the NLV terminology,
followed by the more common term in parentheses; for
example, “proud religious lawkeeper (Pharisee)” or “early
preacher (prophet).” The teacher has the option of using
the NLV term for new Christians or beginning students, or
the common term where it will be better understood and
less cumbersome in teaching. Once a word or phrase has
been introduced in the Word List or teaching procedures,
however, the familiar expression may be used to help
students add it to their vocabulary.

About the Writer
Bob Coder is retired and lives in Dallas, Texas. Bob is a
member of the First Baptist Church of Richardson. He has
in the past written teaching procedures for youth Sunday
School lessons. He has also been involved over the years
with teaching English as a second language classes. After
taking early retirement, Bob and his wife, Lenora, spent
more than four years on short-term mission assignments
in Zimbabwe, Africa, and London, England. Soon after
returning from the mission field, Bob became part of the
writing team for Adult Bible Study in Simple English
lessons. He is a frequent writer for this project.
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Jeremiah and Ezekiel
Suggestions for Teaching
General Suggestions
1. Provide language edition Bibles so students can
read the focal passage in their native languages.
2. Beginning students may require three sessions to
complete one lesson.
3. Review the Word List before beginning the study.
Provide Study Guide pages for class to keep
vocabulary studies in their notebooks.
4. Prepare 9-12 core sentences which tell the most
important part of the Bible focal text. Illustrate each
sentence with stick figures and symbols in picture
sequence form (see details below).
5. Prepare lesson outlines or written materials before
class—make your own cling sheets by cutting apart
white plastic garbage bags and writing on them with
markers. The plastic bags will cling to the wall.
Bible Comments/Focal Text
1. Help students hear English and practice their
pronunciation by modeling phrases and sentence.
Allow the entire class to repeat. Be consistent with
stress and intonation. Speak naturally.
2. Allow individual students to read a sentence or
paragraph at a time. For further practice, ask
students to tell sections from Bible comments in their
own words.
3. When time allows, pairs may read the lesson again
to each other.
4. Class may close books and listen as a native
speaker reads the section again.
5. Discuss lesson using “Things to Think About.”
Memory Verse
1. Challenge class members to say the Memory
Verse several times each day.
2. Provide blank paper for students to write Memory
Verses.
3. Write phrases or individual words on separate
pieces of paper. Give to students to place in order.
4. Write entire verse on board. Read in unison. Erase
key words a few at a time. Recite until entire verse is
erased and class can repeat by memory.
5. Make a symbol for each word or phrase of the
verse.
6. Use the symbols as a reminder for saying the
verse.

Picture Sequencing (Lipson Method)
This method is especially suited for teaching
beginners. It consists of a series of pictures with
accompanying sentences that tell a story. It may be
used solely for oral production (using pictures alone)
or for integrated skills (engaging students in reading
and writing the story).
You may use real pictures, videotape, pictures that
are professionally drawn, or stick figures
Other benefits include the following:
1. Relaxed, low-anxiety atmosphere as students
focus on the pictures and create their own sentences
to tell the story
Focus on fluency, not just accuracy
Focus on a message or task rather than form or
grammar
Minimal error-correction as students tell the story
2. Pictures (even stick figures) convey meaning in
every language.
3. The same set of pictures can be used with more
than one level of students by making the sentences
easier or more difficult.
4. The use of pictures helps students learn the
language in “chunks” rather than words in isolation.
5. The only item needed is a piece of chalk—or a
marker, if using a cling sheet or overhead
transparency.
Preparation
1. Put a story into sentences that are suitable for the
level of your students. Try to tell the story with a
maximum of ten sentences. For low beginners,
choose the simplest and fewest words possible. Keep
sentences in their most basic form, so students can
combine sentences later.
2. Draw simple pictures or stick figures to illustrate
key points in the story. These serve as prompts for
the telling of the story. Other drawing tips:
An “x” in a small square beside a picture enables
you to cue for a negative as you tell the story.
Direct quotations may be indicated with a cartoontype bubble.
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Procedure
1. Introduce the story by following your prepared
script of sentences (for consistency) and pointing to
the pictures as you speak. This will give students the
main idea and help them think in chunks of language
(as in real-life language use).
2. Introduce the new words as you again reference
the pictures. Use props and/or dramatization as
needed to establish understanding. Work on
individual sounds and word stress as students repeat
new words.
3. Lead students in repetition of the story, one
sentence at a time, working on sentence stress and
intonation.
4. Lead the class in one more repetition of the story
(going straight through and continuing to refer to the
pictures throughout the story).
5. Ask the class to tell you the story as you cue the
story sequence by pointing to the pictures. (You
become “stage prompter” at this point.)
6. Then ask for a single volunteer to tell the story.
(This may open the door for several more proficient
students to use what they know.)
7. Divide the class into small groups of 3-5 students
to give each person practice in telling the story.
(Inevitably, the most eager student will go first,
followed by another “semi”-eager student. By the time
it is the least proficient student’s turn, he/she will
have learned a lot by listening, will have observed a
good model at least a couple of times, and will have
bolstered courage for risk-taking.)
8. Follow with questions to review story (begin by
naming the setting, the characters, etc.—easy
questions).
9. Conclude with life application questions that
require some thought and give students opportunity
to express opinion, emotion, and their own ideas.
Lesson Expansion
If the setting and circumstances permit, use these
ideas:
—Sequencing pictures (a set for each pair of
students) while listening to you or to a taped voice tell
the story
—Picture sequencing without hearing the story told
—Matching pictures and sentences
—Scrambled sentences to arrange in order (writing
numbers or letters in front of sentences to show
sequence; cutting up sentences and moving around
to position correct order)
—Strip story (cutting up sentences, issuing one strip
per student, asking students to arrange themselves in
order, having them retell the story by contributing the
portion on their paper strip)
—Cloze (supplying a written copy with every nth word
blank; students work in pairs to fill in the missing
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words)
—Dictation (teacher or student telling the story while
students write what they hear)
—Provide a copy of the sentences for each student.
Ask that they read the story to a partner.
—Ask students to write the story in their own words.
Bible passage as content for reading
Procedure
1. Tell the parable or story using pictures. Use
animation and simple sentences.
2. Ask questions about the main idea of the story.
3. Read story aloud while students follow along and
underline unknown words. Go over the meaning of
these words with the whole class.
4. Intermediate or advanced students: Have students
read silently a second time to look for answers to two
or three questions about details that you have written
on the board. Ask students to discuss their answers
with a partner. Then go over answers with the whole
class.
5. Beginning or low-intermediate students: Read
story again and ask students to repeat it with you line
by line.
6. Invite the class to read the story with you in
unison.
7. Ask pairs to read the story to each other.
8. Ask for volunteers to tell the story in their own
words.
9. Make drawings large enough for the back row to
see.
10. Select a list of new words in the story—unfamiliar
words that the students would not likely be able to
figure out from context (generally 8-10 new words
per lesson).
11. List the new words in categories: verbs, nouns,
adjectives, adverbs. When listing verbs, you may
write both simple present and past tense forms (e.g.,
eat/ate, walk/walked). Basic beginners would do well
to tell the story in present tense, but high beginners
could work in present tense, then retell the story in
past tense.
Checklist for Successful Classrooms
Right Kind of Input
1. New language in every lesson
2. Input that is slightly above the students' current
level of proficiency
3. Content relevant to the students' real-life needs
and interests
4. Language learned in meaningful chunks, not
words in isolation
5. Comprehensibility achieved by use of the
following:
—Realia or authentic materials
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—Simplified language (rephrasing, repeating,
clear enunciation)
—Demonstration and multiple examples rather
than explanation
—Lots of gestures and nonverbal language
Low Anxiety Environment
Students should not be afraid to make mistakes or
take risks in language learning. The following factors
contribute to a relaxed and comfortable atmosphere
and build a sense of community:
—Personally greeting and bidding farewell to
students
—Sincere and frequent affirmation
—Minimal error correction from the teacher
—Frequent reference to the culture(s) of the students
—Smiles and laughter that are commonplace
—Connecting with students through eye contact and
positioning yourself on students’ eye level
—Calling students by name
Checklist for Real-Life Interaction
1. Pace activities with a balance of noisy/quiet and
still/active
2. Attention to different learning styles (visual,
auditory, tactile, kinesthetic)
3. Variety in grouping (predominately pairs and small
groups of three or five; using whole class in initial
presentation and again for feedback and wrap-up at
the end)
4. A focus on a task or message rather than form
(grammar)
5. Provision for all four skills (listening, speaking,
reading, writing)
6. Avoidance of questions for which answers are
known
7. Use of information gap activity in which partners
have different pieces of information and must ask
each other questions in order to fill in their gaps of
understanding
8. Other useful activities: surveys, interviews, roleplay, problem-solving, and interactive games
9. Review previous material.

Online Resources
and Study Helps


EasyEnglish is a form of simple English
developed by Wycliffe Associates (UK).
Their website: (www.easyenglish.info)
contains Bible commentaries, Bible
translations, Bible studies, and other
materials written in simple English. They are
free for you to download and use.



Additional teaching help is provided in the
Internet edition of the Baptist Standard
www.baptiststandard.com. Go to the
website, then to Resources, then Bible
Study.



Use the following free helps: Additional adult
Bible study comments by Dr. Jim Denison,
“Teaching Plans,” and “Teaching Resource
Items” available for each lesson online at
www.baptistwaypress.org.

___________________________
Some suggestions based on material developed for
the EFL Training Manual—Beyond our Borders.
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Judgment and Hope

Lesson 1:
Jeremiah: The Prophet
Called by God
Lesson Focus
God called Jeremiah and gave him a difficult job to do but
promised to keep Jeremiah safe from those who worked
against him.
Focal Text
Jeremiah 1: 4-11, 17-19
Memory Verse
“Before I started to put you together in your mother, I knew you.
Before you were born, I set you apart as holy. I chose you to
speak to the nations for Me.” (Jeremiah 1:5)

Prior Preparation

♦ Make sure a chalk board or marker board is available.
♦ Arrange for a guest speaker to share about their calling if
you choose this Connect with Life suggestion from Extra
Teaching Ideas.
♦ Prepare and possibly laminate bookmarks if you choose
this activity from the Encouraging Application section of
the Extra Teaching Ideas.

Connect with Life

1. Welcome the class to a new series of lessons on

“Messages of Judgment and Hope.” Explain that, in these
lessons, we will learn first about the prophet Jeremiah.
Then mention that we will later talk about another prophet
named Ezekiel. Work with the class briefly to help them
pronounce the names of these two prophets. Then review
the definition of a prophet from the Word List in the study
guide. Suggest that it was not easy to be a prophet because
people then, as now, didn’t like to be told what to do or
how to live, and that is what a prophet is supposed to do.

Guide the Study

2. Raise this question: W hen and how does God choose
someone to be His prophet? Advise the class to listen
carefully as you examine today’s Bible text. Then call on
someone to read aloud Jeremiah 1:4-5 from the Bible text.
After the reading, ask this more specific question:
When and how did God choose Jeremiah to be a prophet?
Lead the class to a clear understanding that God
chose Jeremiah as his prophet even before Jeremiah was a
baby in his mother’s womb. At this point, note that verse
5 of the Bible text is the memory verse for this lesson.
Then ask: Can you imagine how Jeremiah, as
perhaps a teenaged boy, must have felt upon being chosen
by God for such an important job?
3. Invite a class member to read the comments from the
study guide section entitled “Listening to God’s Voice.”
After the reading, note that the time frame of Jeremiah’s
lifetime was about 600 years before the time of Jesus’s
earthly life. Then point out how it says that Jeremiah was
born into a family of priests. Suggest how growing up in a
religious family was no doubt part of Jeremiah’s training
to become a prophet. Finally, stress the two jobs of a
prophet mentioned in the last paragraph . Point class
members to the Word List and review the definition of a
prophet. Stress that a prophet is to first hear God’s
message and then to tell that message to the people.
4. Introduce the words intimate and appointment from the
Word List. Point out how a boy and a girl in love are very
intimate. And then mention how, when you make an
appointment, you simply promise to be somewhere (as to
see a doctor) on a certain day and time. With these
definitions provided, either read or comment from the
study guide section entitled “Following God’s Plan.”
5. Ask class members to share an experience when they
tried something new. This might be a new job, a new
hobby or even a new friendship. Allow a volunteer or two
to share their experiences. State that most of us are
uncertain when we try something new. Say: W e are
insecure. We don’t feel safe. We are afraid to try new
things.
Express how Jeremiah felt insecure when God
wanted him to be a prophet. Like most of us when we feel
insecure, Jeremiah came up with excuses. At this point,
request a class member to read Jeremiah 1:6-10 from the
Bible text. Then, read or comment on the study guide
section entitled “Making Excuses.”
Finally, write on the board or simply say:

There is no need to feel insecure
when God is on your side.
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Comment that, rather than being insecure, God
wanted Jeremiah to have confidence. Explain that when
you have confidence, you are sure of yourself and what
you are doing. Emphasize that people are more likely to
listen to and believe a prophet who has confidence.
6. Request a class member, preferably male, to come
forward. Place this person in front of you and explain that
he or she is playing the part of Jeremiah. Say: Don’t
laugh. I’m playing the part of God! All you have to do is
stand there and act like you’re listening.
With that introduction, dramatically read verses
17-19 of the Bible text to your “Jeremiah.” Then dismiss
the person who “listened” so well and encourage a little
applause for the fine job of acting.
7. Refer to the final study guide section entitled “Things to
Remember.” Direct the class to listen carefully as you read
each of the paragraphs slowly and methodically, allowing
a moment of thought time between each paragraph.

Encourage Application

8. Say: Let me give you something to think about. How
does God go about telling, or calling, someone to be a
prophet, a preacher, a teacher, or a missionary?
Encourage any responses, and then observe that
He probably doesn’t speak in a voice we can hear. Explain
that He very likely leads us to do His work in other ways.
Suggest that He may speak to us through other Christians,
through a special verse in the Bible, or through something
special that happens in our lives. Refer to the questions
from Things to Think About in the study guide. Encourage
class members to think about their answers to these as you
read them aloud, pausing a moment after each question.
9. Encourage the class to take their study guides home,
read the questions from Things to Think About again, and
pray that God will let each class member know what His
plan is for their life.

Extra Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life

♦ Ask: W hat does it mean to be called by God? How do
you know when you are called by God? How can you be
sure that you have been called by God? What are you
supposed to do when you are called by God?
Note that these are hard questions to answer but
that maybe today’s lesson will help our understanding of
the answer to these questions. Suggest that, for now, let’s
just say that to be called by God means you have strong
feelings in your mind and spirit that make you know a
thing God wants you to do.
Say: W hen you are called, you will know what job
God has for you. In today’s lesson, God called Jeremiah
to be His prophet and Jeremiah knew what God wanted
him to do. Suggest that God can call any one of us today
as a teacher, preacher, or leader, or helper in His church.
You may even want to consider asking a guest

speaker to come today and share about a time when God
called them to do something specific. A staff member, a
church leader or ministry leader would be an excellent
candidates for this task. Have them share their story as an
introduction to today’s lesson. Then explain that we are
learning about a man today who had a similar experience.

Encourage Application

♦ Refer back to verses 4 and 5 of the Bible text telling how
God chose Jeremiah to be His prophet. Say: God told how
He had set Jeremiah apart as holy and chose him to speak
to the nations for God.
Note that God had called him to be a prophet. Point
out how in verse 1 of the Bible text we are told that
Jeremiah’s father was a religious leader, so that we know
Jeremiah grew up in a religious family. Suggest that
perhaps Jeremiah’s call to be a prophet came from hearing
God’s Word regularly through his family and their place of
worship. Affirm how that is why it is important for us to
attend Bible study and church services on a regular basis—
to learn about God and perhaps be called by God to serve
Him in some way.
♦ To help emphasize the idea in today’s memory verse,
create bookmarks using Psalm 139:13 for each class
member.

For You
made the
parts
inside me.
You put me
together
inside my
mother.
____________________

Psalm 139:13
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Lesson 2:
Worship: More Than a
Gathering
Lesson Focus
Jeremiah delivered God’s message that the people had fooled
themselves into believing they had a special claim on God even
as they were doing things that did not honor God.
Focal Text
Jeremiah 7:1-4, 6-10, 13-14
Memory Verse
“The Lord of All, the God of Israel, says, ‘Change your ways
and your works for the better, and I will let you live in this
place.’” (Jeremiah 7:3 )

Prior Preparation

♦ Make sure a chalk board or marker board is available.

Connect with Life

1. Tell how in early Greece, actors used masks to show the
feelings of the persons they were playing. A smiley face on
the mask would mean that they were happy. A mask with

tears would mean that they were sad. You might want to
use pictures like the ones here to illustrate the concept.
Explain that these actors were putting on a false
face. Thus, this kind of actor was called a hypocrite,
which in that early language meant false face. Explain that
a hypocrite, then, is one who puts on a false face.
Refer to the Word List for a definition. Then
further explain that a hypocrite is simply someone who
pretends to be something he or she isn’t. Say: The people
in our lesson today would pretend to honor God while
they were in the Temple. But outside the Temple, they did
whatever they wanted to do.
2. Recall that in last week’s lesson, we learned how
Jeremiah was called to be God’s prophet. Say: A s a
prophet, Jeremiah’s job was to speak God’s words to the
people. He was to tell them how to live to honor God and
not just play the part. In our Bible study today, we will see
how Jeremiah began to do that. He told them to honor
God outside of the Temple like they pretended to do in the
Temple.

Guide the Study

3. First, to set the scene, explain that the Temple was a
special place to the people of Judah. Explain how they
thought of it as God’s house. Add that they often called it
the House of the Lord. Say: It was a place where they
could feel close to God.
Describe the Temple as having a high brick and
stone wall around it with only one large gate through
which the people entered. Say: That is where Jeremiah
stood to speak the words God gave him. At this point,
advise the class that you are going to read the memory
verse, and then read it.
Note that this reading of the memory verse is
repeated after each step below as a memory aid. You may
find it helpful to display this week’s memory verse on the
marker board.

“The Lord of All, the God of Israel, says,
‘Change your ways and your works for
the better, and I will let you live in this
place.’” (Jeremiah 7:3 )
4. Choose a class member to read Jeremiah 7:1-4 from the
Bible text. Then refer to the study guide section entitled
“Preaching Outside.” Explain that this section of the study
guide tells about something strange that happened.
Comment that Jeremiah did his preaching outside because
there was no special place inside the Temple for
preaching or speaking to a group. Add that everyone who
came into the Temple would hear Jeremiah as they
entered through the gate. Either read or comment from
this section of the study guide.
Call attention to verse 4 and state these words:
This is the house of the Lord! State that this could have
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_frpBN4nZJks/TNFY0jT1MdI/AAAAAAAAAFw/jEcxoSkM224/
s400/comedytragedy%5B1%5D.jpg
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been a slogan of the Temple. Suggest that the crowd may
have been shouting this slogan over and over, trying to
drown out Jeremiah’s words from God. Read the memory
verse again.
5. Refer to the study guide section entitled “Worshiping
God.” Note the word protection in the first paragraph.
Refer to the Word List for a definition. Further define
protection as a way to keep someone or something safe
from danger or trouble. Then read—or let a class member
read—all of this study guide section. Once again, read the
memory verse.
6. Enlist one class member to read Jeremiah 7:6-8 and
another to follow, reading verses 9-10 from the Bible text.
Then let a third class member read the brief comments
under from the study guide section entitled “Loving
Others.”
After these readings, comment about verse 7 to
explain that the words in this place probably mean in the
land of Judah. This is the land given to their fathers when
they came to this place. Mention that they would be able
to worship in the Temple they loved so much only if they
lived their lives in a way that pleased God. Repeat the
memory verse again.
7. Ask: W hat is “judgment?” Lead the class to understand
that judgment is to say whether a person is guilty or not
guilty of doing something wrong. Mention that the next
study guide section is entitled “Experiencing Judgment.”
Ask: W hat will God say or do to the people of
Judah?
Then say: They pretend to worship Him in the
Temple. But when they leave the Temple, they leave God
there. They do not honor God outside the Temple. What
will God’s judgment be?
Repeat the memory verse aloud.
8. Advise the class that you are reading the last two verses
of the Bible text (Jeremiah 7:13-14) and then proceed to
read those two verses in a somewhat harsh voice.
Comment briefly from “Experiencing Judgment” in the
study guide. In the process of doing that, introduce the
word conquer from the Word List.
Finally, comment that in Lesson 6 of this unit, we
will learn how Judah lost a war with the country of
Babylon. Explain that, after losing that war, all of the
leaders of Judah were forced to move and live in Babylon.
Mention that Babylon was far away from their muchloved temple in Judah.
Ask a class member to repeat the memory verse.
After this reading of the memory verse, however, point out
that God had kept His word and the people of Judah were
no longer allowed to “live in this place.”

Encourage Application
9. Refer to the lesson title.

Worship: More Than a Gathering
Describe a gathering as a group of people coming
together for a particular purpose. Point out that the people
of Judah coming together at the Temple was a gathering.
Note how they thought God would bless them if the simply
showed up for the gathering at the Temple. Say: But God
was not happy with them.
Repeat the memory verse.
10. Direct the class to silently read the study guide section
entitled “Things to Remember.” Allow time for the reading,
and then lead the class one last time, all reading the
memory verse together, to conclude the session.

Extra Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life

♦ Question the class as to how many have seen a movie or
watched a story acted out on television recently. Point out
that the actors and actresses in these shows were playing
the part of someone else. Say: The actors and actresses
were just playing a part. They were not actually living the
part in real life.
Note that, in our lesson today, we will see how the
people of Judah were just playing the part of God’s people.
Say: They were playing the part but not living their lives to
honor God.
Pause briefly before saying: Then along came
Jeremiah…

Guide the Study

♦ In your discussion of Jeremiah 7:6-10 from the Bible text,
point out how we all tend to treat some people differently.
Note in verse 6 how Jeremiah mentions people from other
countries, orphans (“the child whose parents have died”),
and widows (“the woman whose husband has died”). We
could probably add people who are richer or poorer than us,
people with more or less education than us, people with
different religious beliefs, and so on. Suggest that, as
Jeremiah points out, we should all be more open, kind, and
helpful toward people who are different than us.
Say: W ho knows? Perhaps, through you, they may
come to know and trust God.
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Teaching Guide
Adult Bible Study
in Simplified English

Jeremiah and Ezekiel: Messages of
Judgment and Hope

Lesson 3:
Judgment: The Effect of
Ignoring God
Lesson Focus
To pay no attention to God is as foolish as thinking that the
clay, not the potter, is in charge of the potter’s wheel.
Focal Text
Jeremiah 18:1-12; 19:1, 3, 10-11, 15
Memory Verse
“Like the clay in the pot-maker’s hand, so are you in My hand,
O people of Israel.” (Jeremiah 18:6 )

Prior Preparation

♦ Make sure a chalk board or marker board is available.
♦ Locate the video clips and images you would like to use
for the Guide the Study suggestion in the Extra Teaching
Ideas.

Connect with Life

1. As class members begin to arrive, busy yourself around
the classroom and pretend that you are paying no attention
to them. Act as if you are preoccupied with preparation for
the class. Then, when the class time begins, greet them
enthusiastically and ask if they had noticed how you were
ignoring them.
Identify ignore as one of the words in the Word
List. Use the definition there to clarify the meaning of the
word. Say: It wasn’t easy ignoring such a friendly group,
but I hope you will forgive me for ignoring you like that.
Then call attention to the lesson title for today.

Judgment: The Result of Ignoring God

Guide the Study

2. Refer again to the Word List and to the phrase object
lesson which is defined there. Allow a class member to
read the definition. Further define the phrase as a way to
use a familiar object or way of doing something as a way
to teach a lesson to a person, class, or group. Explain that
you use these object lessons quite often in teaching the
class.
Relate how, in the lesson today, Jeremiah used an
object lesson to teach the people of Judah an important
truth. Comment that an object lesson can help with
learning, be interesting, and be fun all at the same time.
At this point, allow a class member to read the
introduction from the study guide to the class. Then ask
another class member to read Jeremiah 18:1-2 from the
Bible text.
3. Refer to the next study guide section entitled “God Is
the Creator.” Note the word pottery. Use the Word List
definition to explain what pottery is. Consider also using
information from the discussion of the potter, or potmaker, and the making of clay pots by using information
from the Extra Teaching Ideas in this teaching guide.
Next, note the word blemishes, near the end of the
first paragraph. Define blemishes as bumps, spots, or bad
places of any kind in the clay. Also define sovereign as
meaning in total control, as a king or strong ruler of a
country. With these three words defined, advise the class
to follow in the Bible Text as you read Jeremiah 18:3-6.
4. With the class members following in the Bible text,
continue by reading Jeremiah 18:7-10. Briefly summarize
the comments from “Receiving God’s Judgment” in the
study guide. Emphasize that, like the pot on which the
clay had hardened, it was too late for the sinful people of
Judah.
Say: Their country would be totally destroyed,
ruined, and made useless. God’s judgment would be hard
on them.
5. Advise the class to follow in the Bible text as you read
the final set of verses (Jeremiah 19:1, 3, 10-11, and 15).
Before beginning the reading, mention that these verses
are an object lesson that God Himself gave to Jeremiah to
use. Then begin the reading.
6. Continuing on, state that this object lesson was
different from the first one. Explain that here the action is
something God wanted Jeremiah to do rather than see.
Note how this action was to break the jar rather than
shape it as in the previous object lesson.
Finally, observe that Jeremiah brought with him
some of the leaders of the people to see for themselves
what God was going to do.

Encourage Application

7. Call on a class member to read the study guide section
entitled “Things to Remember” for the class.
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Extra Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life

♦ Greet each class member at the doorway with a cheerful
smile and welcome, as usual. Then, begin by reminding
the class of your warm greeting at the doorway. Suggest
that you greet them that way because you want them to be
happy and enjoy this time together to study God’s Word.
Then ask: W hat if, instead of that warm greeting, I
had said to each of you, “Stop! You must change your
ways and honor God before you can enter this place.”
Encourage a brief discussion. Then move on to
Step 2 under of this teaching guide.

Guide the Study

♦ Discuss briefly the terms clay and pottery which are
used often in the object lesson told by Jeremiah in today’s
lesson. Explain that clay is a moist, brown-colored kind of
soft earth used mostly to make bricks and pottery.
Describe how it can be shaped and made smooth while
damp, then hardens and holds its shape as it dries out.
Relate also how, before glass and plastic were
invented, all dishes and pottery were made from clay.
Observe that things made of clay were the major method
of serving or storing almost everything, liquid or solid.
Tell how people first made clay pottery by hand, but then
someone invented a simple machine called the potter’s
wheel that worked much better. Emphasize that people in
that time would be very familiar with clay and pottery and
with the potter’s wheel which was used to make pottery.
Conclude that the people to whom Jeremiah spoke
in the lesson today would have understood exactly what
Jeremiah was telling them when he spoke the words of our
Bible text today. You may want to search the Internet for a
video of what it looks like when a potter is forming clay
into a useful piece on his wheel. Many such videos are
available, but this particular link is set to a reading of
today’s Bible text:
http://www.youtube.com/
watchv=lZl0iH52_fw&feature=player_embedded
If you cannot play a video like this one on a laptop
in your classroom, other images like the ones here might
be helpful.

Encourage Application

♦ Suggest that the class compare America (or their
homeland) today to the country of Judah we have talked
about in today’s lesson. Recall how the people of Judah
went to the Temple on the Sabbath to go through the
motions of worship, but they did not honor God after they
left the Temple. Encourage the group to honor God every
day of the week, not just on Sunday or special days.
Quote God’s words in the memory verse for this
lesson and encourage class members to live to please God
every day of the week by saying: Like the clay in the potmaker’s hand, so are you in My hand, O people of Israel.

above: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-gVsmFDKTt7I/TZR8KhjSNtI/
AAAAAAAABcw/sgYextUgMLY/s1600/mixing_clay_7-727219.JPG

above: http://elderkennethhinton.files.wordpress.com/2011/04/pottery-2.jpg
below: http://cf.ltkcdn.net/antiques/images/std/95254-383x254-Potter-clay.jpg
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Teaching Guide
Adult Bible Study
in Simplified English

Jeremiah and Ezekiel: Messages of
Judgment and Hope

Lesson 4:
Complaining: A
Messenger’s Prayer in
Lesson Focus
As Jeremiah continued to serve God, he complained to God of
how his agreement to deliver God’s message caused much
trouble for him.
Focal Text
Jeremiah 11:18-20; 12:1-3; 15:15-18; 20:10-13
Memory Verse
“Do not make me afraid of You. You are my safe place in the
day of trouble.” (Jeremiah 17:17)

Prior Preparation

♦ Make sure a chalk board or marker board is available.

Connect with Life

1. Stand before the class with a pensive look on your face.
Then ask: Have you ever felt like the whole world was
against you…that everyone was trying to cause trouble for
you? If so, you will understand how Jeremiah felt in our
lesson today.
Call attention to the lesson title for today’s lesson.
Recall how back in Lesson 1 of this series, Jeremiah had
been called by God to be His prophet. Explain that
Jeremiah did become a prophet, but the people didn’t like it
when he called them sinners and told them to change their
wicked ways.
Say: Y ou see, they acted as if they honored God
but just kept on sinning. It did not bother them to sin. They
thought that just showing up at the Temple once a week
would make them clean and holy. They did not want
Jeremiah telling them how to live their lives.

Guide the Study

2. Recall how Jeremiah had been called by God to be His
prophet. Mention that a prophet’s job was to tell people to
turn away from sin and to live in a way that pleased God.
Relate how Jeremiah had done so well as God’s prophet
that he had made the sinful people angry.
State that these people were happy in their sinful
lives. Describe how they thought they could do sinful
things, then go to the Temple and be made clean and
without sin. Observe that they were so angry that some of
them were planning on how they could kill Jeremiah.
Say: Jeremiah heard of the plot to kill him. He
talks about it in the first part of the Bible text where he is
talking to God about their plan. Refer to Jeremiah 11:1820 in the Bible text and then read that passage to the class.
3. Call attention to Jeremiah 12:1-3 in the Bible text.
Request someone to read those verses to the class. After
the reading, comment along these lines: Jeremiah doesn’t
seem to be very happy. He wants God to punish these
sinners…now! They go to the Temple, their place of
worship, but come out and go right on doing sinful things.
They don’t even try to stop sinning.
4. Comment that in the next group of verses in the Bible
text, Jeremiah draws a word-picture of how things were.
Point out how Jeremiah had done as God told him to do.
Note that, because of what he had done for God, Jeremiah
had been treated badly by the people.
Say: Because he had spoken out for God,
Jeremiah had suffered greatly. He wondered why God
had allowed him to suffer. With that introduction, if you
have someone in the class who reads well, ask that person
to read Jeremiah 15:15-18 from the Bible text.
5. Mention that we have now come to the last part of the
Bible text. Pause, then ask: Have you ever accidentally
overheard some of your friends talking about you when
they didn’t know you could hear them? If so, I hope they
were saying good things about you.
Relate how Jeremiah had overheard some friends
talking about him, and they were not talking about the
good things he had done. Ask a class member to read the
study guide section entitled “Struggling to Serve.”
6. Comment that Jeremiah spoke to God in a way that
sounds very blunt and impolite to us. Note how he talked
to God like a little boy talking back to his father. But
remind the class that God chose Jeremiah to be His
prophet before Jeremiah was born. State that God knew
how Jeremiah would talk openly and honestly to express
his feelings. Continue to say that, as a prophet speaking
for God, Jeremiah had to speak out strongly to deliver
God’s words to sinful people. Suggest how it seems
natural, then, that Jeremiah would speak openly and
honestly with God as well.
Say: His close relationship with God gave him
freedom to speak his mind, even when his words and tone
were sharp.
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Encourage Application

Encourage Application

8. Direct the class to look at Question 3 from Things to
Think About in the study guide. Read the question to the
class. Recall how Jeremiah’s complaint was that the
people of Judah had led sinful lives. Note that they seemed
to be getting away with doing that. Assert that Jeremiah
wanted the people to be punished for their sins…now!
Remind the class that the reward for living to please God
is to have life that lasts forever. Assert that those who do
not live their lives to please God will suffer death and
punishment…forever!

♦ Mention that the memory verse for this lesson does not
come from the Bible text. Explain that it comes from
another part of the book of Jeremiah. Ask the class to say
the verse along with you —including the source, Jeremiah
17:17. Conclude with a prayer asking God’s help and
strength as we tell God that He is our strength “in the day
of trouble” or time of need.

7. Refer to the section entitled “Things to Remember” at
the end of the lesson. Tell class members that another
word for feelings is emotions. Describe emotions as those
deep, natural feelings inside us. Identify such things as
joy, happiness, anger, sorrow, fear, love, and hate as
emotions. Then read or summarize the thoughts mentioned
from “Things to Remember.”

♦ Comment that Jeremiah had a few complaints to God.
Mention how he had been a prophet for God. State that he
had done exactly as God had told him to.
Say: He had spoken God’s words to the people. But
the people still did not honor God. They laughed at
Jeremiah. They did not listen to the words God gave
Jeremiah to tell the people.

Extra Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life

♦ Invite class members to share something that they or
someone else has complained about in the past. Mention
complaints about poor service at a restaurant, someone
pushing into the line at the grocery store or a movie, or
talking too loudly and disturbing others, as examples.
Encourage a few stories, then suggest that we often have
these little gripes in life but that at times there are things
that just make us fighting mad.
Say: Our lesson today is about a time the prophet,
Jeremiah, got really angry like that…with God!

Guide the Study

♦ Review the Word List prior to beginning the lesson.
Pronounce each word first by syllable and then normally.
Read the definitions provided in the Word List for each
word and then add further definitions as needed. It is
always helpful to look up the words in a dictionary prior to
class to clarify your understanding of the words. Recall
the definition as you come to each word in list.

Word List
condemned: to judge and punish someone
justice: an action that is fair and right
reassured: removed doubts and fears; comforted
ridiculed: to mock or tease someone; to laugh at; to taunt
stress: feelings that are caused by worry, concern, nervousness or fear
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Teaching Guide
Adult Bible Study
in Simplified English

Jeremiah and Ezekiel: Messages of
Judgment and Hope

Lesson 5:
God’s Message: Words
That Live Forever
Lesson Focus
God’s message overcomes all attempts to destroy it.
Focal Text
Jeremiah 36:1-6, 8, 22-24, 27-28, 30-31
Memory Verse
“Take another book and write in it all the words that were in the
first book which Jehoiakim the king of Judah burned.”
(Jeremiah 36:28b)

Prior Preparation

♦ Make sure a chalk board or marker board is available.

Connect with Life

1.Comment that, in the world today, almost everyone can
read and write in one or more languages. State that such
was not the case in Bible times when only a few men called
scribes were trained to read and write. Describe also how
they wrote with an early type of pen—perhaps a large
feather that was dipped in ink—and wrote on dried skins
or, more likely, an early kind of paper called papyrus sewn
or glued together and rolled up on sticks as a scroll. Avoid
going too deeply into this explanation, but emphasize the
difficulty of writing in those days.
Say: Y ou can just think in your mind how much
time and trouble it would take to write such a book. And
then there is only one copy of the book, or scroll. There
were no printed copies like we have today. Think, then,
how the writer might feel if someone threw his only copy
into a fire and burned it up!
Observe how that is exactly what happened to
Jeremiah’s writings in the Bible text for today’s lesson.
2. Advise the class to find the introduction in the study
guide for today’s lesson. Ask them to look at the words in
the first paragraph. Choose a class member to read just that

first paragraph. Focus on the fact that Bibles are banned in
many countries. Explain that people are not allowed to
bring a Bible into those countries or to talk about the God
of the Bible. Request a different class member to read the
last paragraph of the introduction.

Guide the Study

3. Indicate to the class that you will now read Jeremiah
36:1-3 from the Bible text. After reading those verses, let
a class member read the brief comments from “Stopping
the Messenger” in the study guide. Choose someone else
to read Jeremiah 36:1-3 from the Bible text. Then, on the
board or just verbally, summarize for the class.

Jeremiah 36:1-3
1. Jeremiah warned the people
2. The people got tired of hearing his
warnings
3. Jeremiah was banned from the Temple
4. Jeremiah wrote warnings on a scroll

4. Advise the class to look in the Bible text at Jeremiah
36:4-6 and 8. First, pronounce the names of Baruch and
Neriah as best you can, and then let a volunteer read those
three verses. After the reading, you may want to point out
that the Lord’s House in those verses is talking about the
Temple. Remind the class that Jeremiah had been banned
from the Temple.
Suggest that, although we are not told why he was
banned, it was likely because he made people angry by
reminding them of their sins. Conclude that it was up to
his friend, Baruch, to read in the Temple what Jeremiah
had written down. Observe that Baruch was putting
himself at risk by reading in the Temple for all to hear.
Then read verse 8 from the Bible text yourself.
5. Remark that, sure enough, the king heard about
Jeremiah’s words. Continue, and tell how the king
ordered that Jeremiah’s words be read to him.
Say: Here is what happened…
Read verses 22-24 of the Bible text to the class.
Recall here that Jehoiakim’s father was Josiah, a good
king (Jeremiah 36:1). Mention that, during Josiah’s reign,
workers restoring the Temple found an old scroll which
contained Book of the Law. When Josiah heard the words
of the Law read to him, he tore his clothes and cried out to
God for forgiveness of the sins of the people (2 Kings
22:8-13).
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Request a class member to read Jeremiah 36:2728 from the Bible text. Jokingly suggest that Jeremiah
probably scratched his head and said, “Hey, why didn’t I
think of that?” Go on to suggest that it probably didn’t
take more than a year or two to rewrite the book—no
problem!
Say: Because Jeremiah did what God told him to
do, we have the book of Jeremiah in our Bibles today.

Guide the Study

6. Ask: A nd what about Jehoiakim, the king of Judah?
Read verses 30-31 of the Bible text to the class.

Encourage Application

Encourage Application

7. Comment that the king burned Jeremiah’s book so that
no one else could read it or hear it read. Ask: Did his plan
work?
Use any responses from class members to point
out that the king’s action actually proved that there is no
stopping God’s message. Say: Not only did God lead
Jeremiah to write the same words in a new book but, as
verse 32 of the Bible text tells us, “…many words of the
same kind were added to them.”
Reread verses 30-31 to describe how the king’s
power was taken away from him. Remind class members
that Jeremiah’s book is still with us in the Bible today.
Refer to the lesson title and say: A nd God’s Message lives
forever. Then close with the customary prayer to end the
session.
8. Recall how in the introduction to the study guide, we
talked about how the Bible was banned in some countries.
Comment that we still have our “King Jehoikims” in the
world today. There are still leaders who want to get rid of
God’s Word. Refer to Question 2 from Things to Think
About in the study guide. Let someone read that question.
Say: W e can accept it. That’s good. We can ignore
it and be sorry someday. But why do some people want to
destroy it? Why does it bother them so much?

Extra Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life

♦ Comment that the United States was founded as a
Christian nation but with the freedom to worship or not
worship as one wishes. Observe that some people these
days are not happy with that freedom and keep trying to
remove any mention of God or His message in public life.
State that this is nothing new. Comment that the title of
our lesson today is “God’s Message: Words That Live
Forever.” Thus, there is no stopping God’s message. Note
that we are still studying the book of Jeremiah and suggest
that we can learn from it how we can work against modern
attempts to destroy God’s message.

♦ Observe that in Jeremiah 36:24, King Jehoiakim and his
servants did not tear their clothes when they heard the
words of the Lord written by the prophet, Jeremiah. Explain
how in Bible times, tearing your clothes was a sign of
sorrow or regret. Suggest, then, that neither the king or his
servants showed any signs of sorrow or regret for their sins.

♦ Invite the class to play a little word game. Write on the
board or a poster the following words.

You can’t stop_________.
Ask the class to think of words to complete that
sentence. As examples, say:
 You can’t stop the wind from blowing.
 You can’t stop a falling star.
Encourage other responses or if there are no
responses, offer these additional endings:
 ...the rain from falling
 ...growing older
 ...a skunk from stinking
Then remark that there’s one other thing you can’t
stop. Say: Y ou can’t stop God’s message from being told.
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Teaching Guide
Adult Bible Study
in Simplified English

Jeremiah and Ezekiel: Messages of
Judgment and Hope

Lesson 6:
Staying Strong: Facing
the Punishment for Sin
Lesson Focus
Jeremiah told the people to be content to live in Babylon for a
long time, trusting God to deliver them when the time was right.
Focal Text
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14
Memory Verse
“‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ says the Lord, ‘plans for
well-being and not for trouble, to give you a future and a
hope.’” (Jeremiah 29:11)

Prior Preparation

♦ Make sure a chalk board or marker board is available.
♦ Hang up a map and locate some push pins to use with the
introductory activity from Connect with Life.
♦ Locate and make copies of a photo like the one in Step 5
if you are going to give them to class members.

2. Invite the class to think about where they now live.
Instruct them to think about these questions:
 Why do you now live in this country, town, or city?
 Do you like it here or would you rather live somewhere
else?
 Why do you think God put you here?
Allow any volunteers to share their answers to these
questions. You may want to suggest that one reason God
may have put them here is to be a part of this Bible-study
class.

Guide the Study

3. Direct attention to the first verse of the Bible text,
Jeremiah 29.1. Read the verse aloud as the class members
follow in their study guides.
4. Refer to the study guide section entitled “Finding God’s
Perspective,” which follows the introduction to the study
guide. Describe perspective as the way you see things from
where you are. Suggest that what we are trying to do, then,
is to see things as God sees them.
Say: People from Judah had been made to live in
Babylon. We will learn more about this when we get to the
lessons about the prophet, Ezekiel, three weeks from now.
Use the Word List to define circumstances. Then read or
comment on the rest of this study guide section.
5. Comment that, at times, people dig up a flower in one
place and move it to a better place. Sometimes, a seed may
simply fall in an unexpected place and surprisingly grow
there. Describe how the flower may be even more beautiful
in the new place. Explain that Americans have an expression
for this idea. We use the phrase bloom where you are
planted.

Connect with Life

1. Hang up a map before class begins. Supply push pins for
each of the class members. As class begins, ask: If you had
your choice to live anywhere in the United States, where
would you live?
Allow class members to use their push pins to
identify their location of choice. If class members
remember that Hawaii is in the United States, many will
likely make that their choice. But remind them that
everything in Hawaii is very expensive and it’s a long way
to travel to any other state. Listen to other preferences and
try to name some disadvantages of living in each.
Then observe that we can’t always live where we
want to live. Suggest that our jobs, military service,
religious beliefs, desire to be with other family members,
or other factors sometimes take us away from where we
want to be for a time—sometimes a long time.
Say: Our lesson today is about how to have a
happy life wherever God takes you.

http://ih2.redbubble.net/image.14735653.7685/flat,550x550,075,f.jpg

Use an image like the one here to illustrate the meaning
of this expression. You may want to print or frame copies
for each member of the class. Many class member may be
living away from their home countries. This expression may
be an encouragement that they can identify easily with. A
framed copy might be a meaningful reminder of today’s
lesson.
Observe that the idea of this expression is something
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like what God did with the leaders in Judah. Say: He let
the armies of Babylon take these leaders of Judah away to
live in Babylon.
Stress the fact that they did not want to live there
but were made to stay in Babylon. Comment that the
armies of Babylon were actually very kind to the people of
Judah. Explain that they did not kill the leaders of Judah
but only moved them to Babylon where Babylon’s army
could watch them.
6. Refer to the study guide section entitled “Prosper
Where God Places You.” Read the first paragraph of that
section to the class. Pause to define the word emphasis.
Stress that their emphasis—the thing they made
important—was the land God gave them, not the One
Who gave them the land.
Request a class member to read the rest of this
section, interrupting briefly to define stability by using the
Word List. Then introduce God’s message to the exiles in
Babylonia, as told in verses 4-7 of the Bible text. Have a
class member read those four verses to the class.
Comment that Jeremiah was telling the people that
they might as well settle down and make this their home
for now. Emphasize verse 7b.

For if it is well with the city you live in, it
will be well with you.
Jeremiah 29:7b
7. Say: Jeremiah was a prophet. He spoke for God. But
there were false prophets, too. They told the people things
the people wanted to hear. They did not speak for God. Let
someone read Jeremiah 29:8-9 from the Bible text. Refer
to the study guide for additional comments.
8. State emphatically that this next part of the Bible text is
one of the most-loved parts of the Bible. Read Jeremiah
29:10-14 to the class, with emphasis on verse 11, the
memory verse for this lesson.
Allow a class member, then, to read the study
guide section entitled “Seeking God’s Face.”

Encourage Application

9. Say: A sk yourself this question: “Am I happy right now
in the place where I live?”
Suggest that this place may be the country, state,
or city in which you now live. Point out that some class
members may be here for only a short time to attend
college or for business purposes. Allow volunteers to
express their feelings about being here, or simply
encourage the class to think about the question and their
response.
Also suggest to the class that this place may
simply be the circumstances or season of life in which you
now live. It might be a season of struggle or
disappointment or confusion. In your closing prayer, pray

that God will make each class member comfortable and
happy in this place, even when they are not where they
want to be.

Extra Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life

♦ Refer to the introduction at the beginning of the study
guide. Read or relate the situation described there. Before
the reading, be sure the class members know what a roller
coaster is. Then comment along the lines of the last two
paragraphs, using the Word List definition of exiles.

Guide the Study

♦ Comment that we have these Bible studies in simple
English for two reasons. Point out these reasons:

 to teach the truths of the Bible
 to help people learn the English language better
Mention that some class members may be in this
country on business or to attend college. Suggest that others
may be here for political reasons. Add that some class
members may be like the people of who were forced to live
in Babylon. They lived good lives there but wanted to go
back home to Judah.
Say: Some of you may be anxious to go back to
your country where you feel at home. This is how the
people from Judah felt.

Encourage Application

♦ Direct the class to think about this: Maybe you are not
where you want to be. But the question is, are you where
God wants you to be? Suggest that, like the people of
Judah, God may have you here for a reason.
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Teaching Guide
Adult Bible Study
in Simplified English

Jeremiah and Ezekiel: Messages of
Judgment and Hope

Lesson 7:
Surrender: Stop Fighting
Against God
Lesson Focus
To be faithful to God is more important than being faithful to
your country.
Focal Text
Jeremiah 21:1-10; 38:1-6
Memory Verse
“I Myself will fight against you with My hand out and with a
strong arm, in much anger.” (Jeremiah 21:5)

Prior Preparation

♦ Make sure a chalk board or marker board is available.
♦ Locate a copy of the Pledge of Allegiance for the
Connect with Life activity if you are going to display it.

Connect with Life

1. Say: A mericans take great pride in being patriotic to
their country. We love and honor our nation. Before every
big event, we salute the American flag and say the words to
the Pledge of Allegiance. The Pledge of Allegiance is our
promise to be loyal to our country and do our part to
support the government. Because we love our country, we
are patriotic. But what place does being patriotic to our
country have in the life of a Christian? What comes first in
your life, God or country?
Avoid a lengthy discussion, but you may want to
mention that the United States was founded as a Christian
nation, a nation that put God first. Suggest that, as a
country, we seem to be drifting away from being loyal to
God. Go on to say that we may someday face the same
problem Jeremiah faced in our Bible study today.

Guide the Study

2. Direct each class member to find the lesson
introduction at the beginning of the study guide. Select six
readers and assign one of the first six paragraphs of the
introduction to each. Request that they read the assigned
paragraphs in order. Help them as needed with difficult
words or any explanations needed. Before the last reader,
interrupt and point out the word assumed in the Word
List. Explain that the people of Judah just assumed or
thought in their minds that God would always be on their
side. After all, He always had been.
3. Warn the class that there are some very difficult names
to pronounce in today’s lesson. Say: If you don’t mind,
then, I will read the first two verses of the Bible text where
these names first appear.
With that introduction, read verses 1 and 2 of the
Bible text to the class. Use the study guide section entitled
“Seeking God too Late” to comment on verses 1-2.
Introduce the word guarantee from the Word List.
4. Picking up on the last paragraph of the introduction,
point out how the people of Judah assumed that, just
because God had always been with them, He would be
with them now as well.
Say: They assumed that He would protect them as
He had always done before. But Judah was different now.
The people no longer honored God as they had before.
They were no longer acting like His people.
5. Refer back to verses 1 and 2. Then say: Humph!
Wasn’t it just a couple of lessons ago that Jeremiah had
to hide out so that King Zedekiah wouldn’t have him
killed? But, now, he needs Jeremiah. He wants Jeremiah
to ask for God’s help to save the city of Jerusalem from
the Babylonian army.
6. Comment that it didn’t take long for King Zedekiah to
get his answer. Say: It was not what he had hoped for.
Call on one of your better readers to read
Jeremiah 21:3-10 from the Bible text. Read or draw
comments from “Learning to Surrender” in the study
guide. Then direct the class to find the study guide section
entitled “Accepting Defeat.” Let someone read it aloud to
the class. After the reading, summarize to say that God’s
message, as told by Jeremiah, was to give up to the
Babylonians and live…or die fighting a battle that is
already lost.
7. Because of the length of the passage and the difficult
names to pronounce, advise the class that again you will
read the final group of verses, Jeremiah 38:1-6. Direct the
class to follow along in the Bible text as you read. Refer
to the study guide section entitled “Telling the Truth No
Matter What.” Introduce the word tension as a tightness
of feelings a person has when facing some kind of trouble.
Also, in addition to the Word List definition, explain
depressed as meaning very sad. With the two new words
defined, summarize how they are used in this study guide
section and how Jeremiah kept right on serving God.
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8. Comment that, because Jeremiah put God first, before
his country, the king and the leaders of Judah thought he
was not being patriotic to his country.
Say: The truth is that he was being patriotic. He
acted in the best interests of his country. He was trying to
save his country from God’s judgment. He did not act in
the best interests of the king and the leaders of the
country, though, and that angered them. Assert that
Jeremiah put God first even though he loved his country.

Encourage Application

9. Suggest that we don’t want to leave Jeremiah in the
mud at the bottom of the well, though. Assure the class
that some friends came and helped him out of the well.
Add that Jeremiah continued as God’s prophet after all the
leaders of Judah either died or were taken away and made
to live in Babylon. Let someone summarize the thoughts
from “Things to Remember” at the end of the study guide.
Say: Be patriotic to your country, but be loyal first to God.

Extra Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life

♦ You may wish to locate and display some kind of visual
of the Pledge of Allegiance for class members. You could
use a poster, a sign or something like the following image.

http://taxpup.files.wordpress.com/2011/10/pledgeonflag.jpg

♦ Before beginning the lesson, describe to the class the
circumstances facing the people of Judah as the lesson
begins. On the board or other writing surface, draw a
heavy circular line depicting the wall around the city of
Jerusalem. Describe how the city had a large wall—a high
pile of rocks and dirt—all around the city. Explain that
this wall helped the king and his army protect the city
against an attack by enemy soldiers.
Comment that, as the lesson begins, the army of
the Babylonians was all around Jerusalem, ready to attack.
Observe that King Zedekiah of Judah is in Jerusalem.

Say: He can pay money and the Babylonians will
go away. But the king refuses to do that. Point out that the
Babylonian army was very strong and would soon break
through the Jerusalem wall. State how that is the picture as
we begin this lesson.

Guide the Study

♦ (Use with Step 2 of this teaching guide.) Because of the
several difficult names in this lesson, make a sort of game
out of pronouncing these difficult names. If you wish, write
the names on the board or any writing surface, broken
down by syllable. Otherwise, simply refer to the name and
verse in which it first appears in the Bible text. First,
pronounce each name syllable by syllable (or part-by-part),
requesting class members to pronounce it along with you in
the same manner. Then, lead the class to put the syllables
together and pronounce the word along with you, normally.

Encourage Application

♦ Comment that in the United States we have freedom of
religion. State that not all countries have such freedom.
Observe that some countries allow only one religion, a state
religion that all of its people are expected to follow.
Anyone of another faith may be put into prison or killed.
Stress that we are fortunate to live in a free country. Close
with prayer thanking God for this religious freedom.
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Jeremiah and Ezekiel: Messages of
Judgment and Hope

Lesson 8:
A New Beginning: God’s
Promise for the Future
Lesson Focus
Even while Judah was facing further destruction, Jeremiah
spoke of God’s promises to restore His people.
Focal Text
Jeremiah 31:27-34; 32:1-15
Memory Verse
“I will put My Law into their minds. And I will write it on their
hearts. I will be their God, and they will be My people.”
(Jeremiah 31:33b)

Prior Preparation

♦ Make sure a chalk board or marker board is available.
♦ Locate or buy the grapes described in Step 3 for class
today.

Connect with Life

1. Say: Suppose you were to pick up a book to read and the
story began, “It was a dark and stormy night….” What
kind of story would you expect?
State that there really was a book written in England
almost 200 years ago that began with those words. You
may want to mention also that Snoopy, a dog that acted a
lot like a human in the popular “Peanuts” cartoon strip, was
often pictured writing novels (or stories) that began that
way. Comment that those words make us think that
something scary or bad is about to happen.
Say: The story in our lesson today could well begin
with those words, “It was a dark and stormy night….” The
picture looked very dark for the people of Judah as we
begin the lesson today.

Guide the Study

2. Continuing on, say: But the Bible text for today takes a
different approach. The dark and stormy night seems to
be coming to an end for the people of Judah. Let’s look at
the Bible text for a word of promise.
Refer the class to the first words of the Bible text
found in Jeremiah 31:27. Read just the first phrase of that
verse: ‘See, the days are coming,’ says the Lord…
Express the feeling this gives that things are going
to be better—not right now, but very soon. At this point,
allow a class member to read all of verses 27-30 from the
Bible text.
3. Write on the board or any writing surface the term sour
grapes.

Sour grapes
Question the class as to their knowledge or
understanding of this term. If possible, bring a small
clump of grapes to class today. You could provide this as
a snack for the class. Or you could use plastic fruit just to
illustrate the concept. Otherwise, just describe grapes as a
small, round, green or purple fruit that grows on a vine.
State that when you eat sour grapes, then, it
leaves a sharp, bitter taste in your mouth. The people of
Judah were expressing the idea that God’s punishment
had left a bitter taste in their lives. Explain that in verse 29
of the Bible text, Jeremiah is talking about how people
blamed their parents for their own sins. Say: They were
saying, “I didn’t do it. My daddy did it!”
Clearly emphasize this idea: I am responsible to
God for my sins and you are responsible for yours; we
cannot blame our sins on our parents or anyone else.
4. Remind the class that Jeremiah, the prophet of God, is
talking about a New Way of Worship that is coming. Say:
Once again, there is a promise of better times that are
coming for God’s people.
Comment that verse 27 again begins with the
words of promise. Say: The days are coming….
Pause, and then repeat those words as you read
Jeremiah 31: 31-34 from the Bible text. Select two readers
from the class, one to read the first three paragraphs from
“Receiving a New Way of Worship” and the second to
read the last two paragraphs from that study guide section.
Before the second reader begins, use the Word List to
define concerned.
5. Describe to the class the way things are in the next part
of the Bible text. You may want to make a list on the
marker board like the one on the next page.
Say: King Zedekiah never understood why
Jeremiah, speaking for God, would speak against Judah
and its king. It was a big mess!
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Trouble in Jeremiah’s Time


Jerusalem was under attack by King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylonia.



King Zedekiah of Judah was in Jerusalem. His army was losing the battle.



Jeremiah was held prisoner in the courtyard of King Zedekiah’s palace.



King Zedekiah may have thought Jeremiah was working for the
Babylonians, but he wasn’t sure because Jeremiah was God’s prophet.

Advise the class to listen to what happens in the
story. Then read Jeremiah 32: 1-5 from the Bible text as
class members follow the text in their Study Guides.
6. Apologize for doing so much of the reading yourself,
but note that it is quite lengthy and has many difficult
names of people and places, so you feel it is best for you
to read these verses. Read Jeremiah 32:6-8 with class
members following in the Bible text. Comment that this
would be the usual way of buying and selling land in those
days in order to keep it in the family. Point out also how
God told Jeremiah before his cousin, Hanamel, came to
offer the land that Hanamel would do that. Emphasize that
both Jeremiah and Hanamel were aware that the land
would be of no value to them when the Babylonians won
the battle, which would surely happen.
7. Read verses 32:9-15 from the Bible text. After the
reading, comment on how much the legal process then is
like the buying and selling of land today.
Say: Jeremiah agreed to buy the land, he paid
money for it, there were witnesses who saw it all, and he
put the agreement in a safe place.
Note also that verse 15 gives the reason for
keeping the signed papers, or agreements, in a safe place.
Ask a class member to read verse 15 again. Explain that
the day would come when God’s people would return to
Jerusalem and land would again have value.

Extra Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life

♦ Write the word invest on the board or a poster. Question
the class to see if anyone knows what it means to invest in
something. Note the definition from the Word List.
Comment that we invest money or time now in hopes of
gaining something of greater value in the future. Refer to
the introduction from the study guide. Comment that
Christians invest in following Jesus now in hopes of
having life that lasts forever. Quickly move through the
rest of the introduction, using the Word List to define
paralyzed.

Guide the Study

♦ Ask: W hat is a covenant? Pause briefly to see if any
explanations come forth. Confirm, further explain, or
tactfully bring forth the idea that a covenant is simply an
agreement or promise that is not written down on paper like
a contract. Suggest that it is something like putting your
hand over your heart and saying, “I promise.”
♦ Call attention to Jeremiah 31, verses 27 and 31, in both of
which the prophet makes a promise using the phrase the
days are coming. Point out that good things are going to
happen for God’s people. These promises are pointing to a
time in the future. Explain how these promises would
happen because of the life and death of Jesus on the cross to
take our sins upon Himself.

Encourage Application

♦ Suggest these tips for keeping strong in faith when things
are not going well:
 Be friends with other people who trust in God. Pray for
them and ask them to pray for you.
 Learn important Bible verses to remember when you
need them.
 Don’t let troubles get you down. Always place your
hope in God.
 Remember that God is faithful. Even after a dark and
stormy night, God gives us hope when He says, “See,
the days are coming....”
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Lesson 9:
Ezekiel: A Messenger
Away From Home
Lesson Focus
Through an impressive vision from God, Ezekiel felt himself
called to deliver God’s message of warning to the people who
had been taken away from their home in Judah and made to
live in Babylon.
Focal Text
Ezekiel 1:28; 2:1-10; 3:1-4
Memory Verse
“‘Son of man, eat this book that I give you and fill your stomach
with it.’ So I ate it, and it was as sweet as honey in my
mouth.” (Ezekiel 3:3 )

Prior Preparation

♦ Make sure a chalk board or marker board is available.

Connect with Life

1. With a book in your hand, walk up to any one of your
class members, thrust the book toward them, and say:
(Name), eat this book that I give you and fill your stomach
with it.
Playfully encourage that person, saying: It will be
as sweet as honey in your mouth. Then withdraw the book
and advise the class that they have just heard most of the
memory verse for today’s lesson. Direct the class to find it
in the study guide. Then lead the class in reading the verse
together, including the reference to Ezekiel 3:3.

Guide the Study

2. Recall how for the last eight weeks, we have studied and
talked about the work of the prophet, Jeremiah. Comment
that, for the next five weeks of this lesson series, the
lessons will be about another prophet named Ezekiel. Refer
to the introduction in the study guide. Let a class member
read the first two paragraphs of that introduction. After the

reading, mention that the word exile, near the end of the
second paragraph, identifies someone who is made to live
away from his own country. While talking about new or
difficult words, use the Word List to define contemporary.
Then read or comment on the last two paragraphs of the
introduction from this lesson.
3. Remark that all of the first chapter of Ezekiel tells
about Ezekiel’s call to be a prophet. Explain, though, that
only the last verse, Ezekiel 1:28, is a part of the Bible text
for today.
Say: Like Jeremiah’s call to become God’s prophet,
Ezekiel’s call came as a vision. The prophet tells us in
Ezekiel 1:1 that “the heavens were opened and [he] saw
God in a special way.”
At this point, ask a class member to read Ezekiel
1:28 from the Bible text.
4. Remark that God got Ezekiel’s attention. Say: Ezekiel
heard God’s voice and saw the vision.
Explain that Ezekiel told what God had to say.
Then begin and read all of verses 2:1-7 from the Bible
text.
5. Still working with verses 2:1-7, direct all class
members to look at the study guide section entitled
“Standing in God’s Strength.” Let someone read the first
paragraph there to describe what Ezekiel could have done
in better times. After the reading, suggest that God had
prepared Ezekiel to be a prophet in Babylon. State that
Ezekiel’s new job was to speak out to God’s people in
Babylon.
Refer to the second paragraph of the study guide
section. Explain why Ezekiel’s job was such an important
one. God’s people were in a new land. They were far
away from the Temple. They needed to know that God
was still with them.
Observe that the phrase to stand on your own feet
means to be strong. God was telling Ezekiel that his job as
a prophet in Babylon would not be an easy one.
6. Advise the class that you will now read the last part of
the Bible text, Ezekiel 3:1-4. Begin reading, but stress that
the word He, with a capital H at the beginning of the
verse, refers to God. You may also want to mention that
son of man is simply God’s way of speaking to a human.
When finished, ask if anyone heard something familiar;
that is, something they’d heard before. Confirm or explain
that the memory verse was a part of that reading. You
might also ask if anyone has learned that verse by
memory yet. Lastly, choose someone from the class to
read the study guide section entitled “Tasting Obedience.”
7. Advise the class to look at the study guide section
entitled “God Calls Different People to Serve.” Point out
how God’s call to Jeremiah and, now, Ezekiel were both
personal and specific. Mention that God had called
Jeremiah to be His prophet in Jerusalem. But the army of
Babylon had moved many people out of Jerusalem and
the rest of Judah and made them live in Babylon.
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Say: Those people had no prophet to speak to
them for God.
Go on to explain that God saw the need to have a
prophet in Babylon, where so many of His people lived at
that time, so He called Ezekiel to be His prophet in
Babylon. Make the point clear that God calls different
people to serve Him at different times and for different
purposes. He prepares people differently for their different
jobs.

Encourage Application

8. Affirm that both Jeremiah and Ezekiel received God’s
call and that it was in both cases personal and specific.
Suggest that most of us would probably not make good
prophets. Point out that God’s people no longer need a
prophet to tell them God’s words. Relate how—because of
Jesus—there are new ways for God’s people to hear Him.
God’s Spirit lives inside of Christians. God’s Spirit
teaches Christians to hear God’s words. Mention that we
have Bibles printed in many languages. Ask if anyone in
the class has a Bible in their own language. Point out that
we can hear from God when we read His Word. We may
also hear from Him at worship services in churches, from
preachers and Bible study teachers, from missionaries, and
even in special schools called seminaries that teach
religious leaders.

Extra Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life

♦ Say: Do any of you like to hear a good story? Have you
read any books good books lately? Allow class members
to share their responses in a brief discussion.
Then say: W ell, if you enjoy good stories… I have
one for you today!
Recall that we finished the study from the Book of
Jeremiah last week. State that today we begin the study of
another prophet, Ezekiel, and that Ezekiel has an
interesting story to tell, too.

Guide the Study

♦ Discuss the word vision, and explain how that particular
word is important to understanding today’s lesson. Write
the following words on the marker board.

Vision = See
Suggest that the word vision always has to do with
the ability to see. Comment that we usually think of vision
as seeing with our eyes. State that it can also mean to see
inside your mind; that is, as a dream or picture in your
mind. But, suggest that any time you see the word vision,
it has something to do with the ability to see.

♦ When discussing the study guide section entitled “God
Chooses Different People to Serve,” point out that God asks
different people to serve Him in different ways for special
purposes. Compare this to the idea that we all have
different jobs.
Ask class members to recall as children what they
wanted to be when they grew up. Lead class members in a
discussion about the jobs that each of them has now. If they
are not working, ask them what the are studying to become.
Ask them what kind of training was required for them to
learn to do their jobs.
Say: Because God has different jobs for His people,
He often trains them in very specific ways for the
challenges their jobs will bring. This was true for Jeremiah
and for Ezekiel. God needs all different kinds of people
doing all different kinds of things in order to do the what
He has planned.

Encourage Application

♦ Refer to the section entitled “Things to Remember” from
the study guide. Then, write this phrase on the board.

Take Away
Say: W e might call this section the “take away”
section. This is an expression Americans use. The “take
away” is the thing you are supposed to take with you when
an experience is over. This is what you are supposed to take
home with you from this Bible study. This is what you
should remember from today’s lesson.
First, talk about the word busywork from the Word
List. Then, allow someone from the class to read the two
paragraphs from the study guide section to the group.
Conclude with a prayer thanking God for the lessons He
has given us through the prophets who lived so long ago
but through whom He still teaches us.
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Lesson 10:
Responsibility:
Stop Blaming Others

Suggest that their parents usually know who is
guilty, though, or soon find out, and the guilty child gets
punished. Ask: W e as adults never play the blame game,
though, do we?
On the board or newsprint, write the lesson title.

Responsibility:
Stop Blaming Others
State that, today, we are going to play the part of
a parent. Say firmly: W e are going to find out who is
guilty!”

Guide the Study
Lesson Focus
The people of Judah were suffering because of their own
actions, not those of their parents or grandparents.
Focal Text
Ezekiel 18:1-18
Memory Verse
“But he walks in My Laws and obeys them. This man will not
die for his father’s sin. He will live for sure.” (Ezekiel 18:17b)

Prior Preparation

♦ Make sure a chalk board or marker board is available.
♦ Bring grapes to class if you are going to use them for an
illustration in Step 3.

Connect with Life

1. Say: W e are going to learn a big word today. That word
is responsibility. You can break it down into six parts, respon-si-bil-i-ty. Write the word, broken into syllables, on
the board or newsprint.

re-spon-si-bil-i-ty
Then define the meaning of the word. Explain that
it is something you have charge over and must answer for
the success or failure of. Comment that we must take full
responsibility for the things we do.
2. Remark that children like to play the “blame game.” Say:
They point their fingers at their brothers or sisters and say,
“Jack did it!”, or “Jill did it!” Each child blames the
other.

3. Say: Let’s look at the Bible text to see what it says
about responsibility. Advise the class to listen as you read
the first words of the Bible text, Ezekiel 18:1-2. First, be
sure the class understands what sour grapes are. This
phrase was explained in Lesson 8. You may want to bring
a clump of grapes to class to show them and, perhaps, let
them taste.
Then ask: If I put a grape in my mouth, can it
cause you to get a sour taste in your mouth?
Pause, and then say: Certainly not! But that’s
what God’s people in Babylon were saying.
4. Advise the class to look at the first study guide section
entitled “Blaming Others.” Point out the word proverb in
the first sentence and use the Word List to define that
word. Then let a class member read just the first
paragraph of “Blaming Others.”
5. Refer to the second paragraph from “Blaming Others”
in the study guide. Read the second commandment as it is
quoted there. You may want to explain that God’s Ten
Great Laws are sometimes called the Ten
Commandments.
Point out how children learn to think and act
much like their parents do. Say: They pick up the bad
habits of their parents. If their parents sin, they think it is
okay for them to sin, too. That is what this commandment
is talking about. It does not mean that they are being
punished for the sins of their parents and ancestors.
Explain here that ancestors are members of one’s
family who are no longer living. Mention also the word
tolerated from the Word List which appears in the last
paragraph of “Blaming Others.” Explain that these people
tolerated, put up with, or allowed to happen, all of the evil
things mentioned here.
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6. Recall the saying from verse 18:2. You may wish to
have this written on the marker board when class members
enter the room today.

The fathers eat the sour grapes,
but the children get the sour taste.
Ezekiel 18:2b
Ask someone to read this verse. Then let someone
read verses 3-4 from the Bible text. Allow a class member
to read the contents of “Accepting Responsibility” from
the study guide. As the reader comes to the end of this
section, focus on the ending phrase which says they knew
much of it by heart. Describe how the phrase by heart
means that you have learned—and can say something—
from memory.
7. Comment that, in verses 5-13 of the Bible text, Ezekiel
tells first about a good father (verses 5-9) and then about a
bad son (verses 10-13). Present first the case of the good
father. Read verses 5-9 of the Bible text to the class.
Comment that this man lived to please God and set a good
example for his son.
Ask: But, what did his son do? Call on a class
member to read verses 10-13 from the Bible text.
Following the reading, pause momentarily.
Then say: W ow! This was a bad boy! Use
comments from “Responding to the People’s Excuses” to
stress that each person is accountable to God for his
actions. Emphasize that this boy could not blame his
father for the boy’s sinful life.
8. Say: But wait! There’s more! Request a volunteer to
read the final part of the Bible text, Ezekiel 18: 14-18,
from the Bible text. Use the contents of “Pressing the
Point” in the study guide to explain that there is no
inherited blessing and there is no judgment handed down
from ancestors. Assert that you alone are responsible for
your sin.

Encourage Application

9. If time permits, read to the class from “Things to
Remember” at the end of the study guide. Then recall that
word with six parts (syllables) to it. Refer to what is
written on the marker board and say: re-spon-si-bil-i-ty.
Responsibility. Stop Blaming Others.

Extra Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life

♦ Read the introduction in the study guide to the class.
Advise them to follow along silently as you read aloud.
Observe that we don’t know what kind of prank the three
team members pulled, but it was no doubt an unkind trick
of some type that resulted in hurt feelings or property
damage of some kind. Suggest that those who were not

involved in the prank, but knew about it and did nothing to
stop it or report it were also guilty. They had to accept
responsibility along with those who actually did the prank.

Guide the Study

♦ Introduce the expression passing the buck. Explain that
this is a term we often use to place the responsibility or
blame on someone else. Give as an example that a boss
doesn’t want to make an important decision, so he passes
the buck to a clerk and lets the clerk make the decision.
Then the clerk must take the blame if he or she makes the
wrong decision. Suggest, then, that the people in our story
today were passing the buck to their parents and ancestors,
putting the blame for their own sins on their parents and
ancestors.
You can find an interesting explanation of the
origins of this expression by using this link:
http://www.phrases.org.uk/meanings/pass-the-buck.html

Encourage Application

♦ Comment that ever since humans first sinned, we have
tried to avoid responsibility for our actions. Observe that
the people in our Bible text today tried to escape
responsibility for their sins. They blamed their parents and
ancestors for their own sins. They did not believe that they
had done anything to deserve God’s judgment.
Say: Now wouldn’t it be nice if we could just sin
all we wanted to and blame all our sins on our fathers and
mothers and their fathers and mothers for those sins? But
God sent Ezekiel with a new teaching. Each person was
responsible for his or her own sin. If people experienced
God’s judgment, it was because of their own sin, not that of
their ancestors. Our lesson title today explains God’s
instructions to His people. Accept responsibility. Stop
blaming others.
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Lesson 11:
God’s Love: Strong
Enough to Teach
Hard Lessons
Lesson Focus
Israel, until Ezekiel’s time of life, had refused to follow God and
would not accept God’s kind actions to help them.
Focal Text
Ezekiel 20:1-32
Memory Verse
“Then I said that I would be angry with them. I would send My
anger against them in the land of Egypt. But I acted for the
good of My name.” (Ezekiel 20b:8-9a)

Prior Preparation

♦ Make sure a chalk board or marker board is available.
♦ Prepare bookmarks for distribution if using this activity
from the Extra Teaching Ideas.

Connect with Life

1. Welcome the class and begin to describe that the lesson
today is about how the people of Judah turned away from
God. As you speak, slowly turn to the right until you are
facing away from the class. With your back to the class,
ask: How does it make you feel when I turn my back to you
as I talk?
Turn back to face the class again and use their
responses to confirm that such an action tends to make a
person feel like you are ignoring them or paying no
attention to them. Suggest to the class that they keep this
thought in their minds as we talk about how God must have
felt when He saw that His chosen people were ignoring
Him.

Guide the Study

2. Review the situation in Babylon at the time of this
story. Explain that Ezekiel and the important people of
Judah were made to move from their homes in Jerusalem
to the country of Babylon. Describe how, in Babylon,
they were made to stay near their homes in a small part of
the city. Emphasize that they were not allowed to leave
the city and go back home to Jerusalem or anywhere else.
Mention that some of the elders, with nothing
better to do, went to visit their prophet. They wanted to
see what message of hope God might have for them to
leave Babylon and go back to their homes in Jerusalem.
Say: W ith that picture in mind, let’s look in the Bible text
to see what happened at that time. Call on someone to
read Ezekiel 20:1-3 to the class.
3. Direct the attention of the class to the fourth paragraph
from the introduction in the study guide. Note the word
reputation from the Word List. Explain that one’s
reputation comes from what is generally known or
believed about the person. Suggest that you can have a
reputation for being smart, well dressed, good at sports, or
kind. Ezekiel, we are told, had a reputation as a prophet of
God. Call on a class member to read just the fourth
paragraph of the study guide introduction.
4. Remind the class of the purpose of these leaders of
Israel who came to Ezekiel. Say: W hat they really wanted
to know was God’s plan and timing for getting them back
to their home country of Judah. They wanted good news.
What they got was not what they wanted to hear.
Remind the class that God is talking to the people
of Judah who had been made to move to Babylon and live
there in exile. Then read Ezekiel 20:4-8a from the Bible
text as they follow the reading in the study guide. After
reading these verses, refer in the study guide to the section
entitled “Remembering the Good.” Allow two class
members to each read the paragraphs there. Use the Word
List and your own explanation of how God withheld His
anger and judgment.
5. Point out that the next part of the study guide is entitled
“Honoring God’s Name.” Direct the class to look at the
first paragraph under that title. First, explain that
motivation is what makes people want to do a particular
thing.
Ask: W hat is your motivation for coming to this
Bible Study class? What makes you want to be here?
Allow and affirm any responses. Then advise the
class to follow in the study guide as you read the opening
paragraph of that section.
Ask: Is it because He loves them? Pause, and then
ask: W hat other reason could there possibly be?
6. Continuing from Step 5, with the class following
closely in their study guides, let someone read all of
Ezekiel 20:8b-26 to the class. Then use the study guide
section entitled “Honoring God’s Name” to emphasize the
three issued God mentioned there. Define and explain

Lesson 11 ● Page 28
benefit, referring to the Word List or using your own
words to explain its meaning. Also, note the use of the
word grace in this section of the study guide. Ask class
members to count how many times the word is used.
Maybe offer a small prize or piece of candy to the one
who finds the correct number first.
7. Call attention to the beginning words of verse 27 in the
Bible text where God spoke to Ezekiel, the prophet. Note
how He says, “So, son of man…”
Inform the class that son of man was God’s way
of speaking to a human person. Note that, in this verse,
God is speaking to His prophet, Ezekiel. Say: God is
telling Ezekiel what to tell the group of leaders who had
asked the prophet for a message from God.
Observe that God gave them a message alright,
but not by any means the message they had hoped for.
Explain that they wanted God to tell them when they
could return to the country of Judah and to their homes in
city of Jerusalem. Again, let a class member read the Bible
text for Ezekiel 20: 27-32. Then read or comment based
on the study guide section entitled “Loving From a
Distance.” Explain in the process that pagan gods are false
gods, or idols. Also mention that cults are religious groups
with strange and unusual beliefs.

Encourage Application

8. Mention that the “Things to Remember” section at the
end of the lesson is what we are supposed to remember
from the classroom and think about at home. Let a class
member read the brief comments under that section.
Encourage each person to read their study guide at home
and bring any questions to next week’s class. Thank God
in your closing prayer for God’s wonderful grace and that
we stop ignoring God and live our lives in a way that
would be pleasing to Him.

Extra Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life

♦ Observe that all six questions in Things to Think About
in the study guide this week are questions about God’s
grace. Ask: W hat is grace? What is God’s grace?
And then ask how they are going to answer these
six questions if they don’t know what grace is. State that
the Bible text used in the study guide every week is taken
from the New Life Version of the Bible (NLV). Describe
this as God’s Word in very simple English. Mention that,
in the New Life Version, they use the term loving-favor
rather than grace.
Suggest that grace can also be called God’s love.
Emphasize that grace is a very special kind of love.
Encourage class members to take their study guides home
and think about these questions about grace. Suggest that
Question 5 will especially help them to understand God’s
grace.
In light of question 5, you may want to give each
class member a bookmark like the one here to help them
remember that the cross is the best picture of God’s grace.

http://media-cache-ec0.pinimg.com/236x/52/0c/16/520c1672d1d377790
ec5417c49adf3e3.jpg
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Lesson 12:
Revival: A Better Day Is
Coming
Lesson Focus
Ezekiel’s vision of dry bones and the breath of life entering the
dead pictured Israel’s coming restoration and revival.
Focal Text
Ezekiel 37:1-14
Memory Verse
“This is what the Lord God says to these bones: ‘I will make
breath come into you, and you will come to life.’” (Ezekiel 37:5 )

Prior Preparation

♦ Make sure a chalk board or marker board is available.
♦ Prepare the music and lyrics for the Extra Teaching Ideas
if you are using them today.

Connect with Life

1. Comment that doctors and hospitals do wonderful things
these days. Relate how they take people who are at the
point of death and make them well again. Observe that, so
far, however, they haven’t been able to take the dried-up
bones of a dead person who has been dead a long time, put
flesh and skin on those bones, and bring them back to life.
Say: W ith that in mind, we have a very interesting story in
our Bible text today.

Guide the Study

2. Say: Let’s go directly to God’s Word this morning. I
think this will wake you up. Instruct the class to turn in
their study guides to the Bible text printed there and follow
as you read Ezekiel 37:1-3 to them. Comment that there is
much to be talked about here.
First, be sure everyone understands that a valley is
the low, flat land between mountains or hills. Describe how
the grass is usually green and beautiful in the valley.
Comment that this valley, though, was different. Say: It

was covered with dry bones, like a place of war where
many soldiers had died a long time ago.
3. Comment that, before we go any further, we need to
realize that God likely did not take Ezekiel in his body to
a valley covered with dry bones. Explain that this more
likely happened in a vision. Recall the word vision from
Lesson 9 where we talked about vision as having to do
with seeing. Observe that we can see with our eyes or, as
in this case, Ezekiel saw it all in his mind as a very real
experience. With this explanation, call on a class member
to read the short study guide section entitled “Asking the
Prophet.” Comment that Ezekiel answered God wisely
when he said, “O Lord God, only You know that.” Assure
the class that God has all the knowledge and all the
answers.
4. First, read from the Bible text Ezekiel 37:4-6. Then ask:
What was God trying to tell Ezekiel?
Use any responses or simply suggest that God
was showing Ezekiel that a better day was coming for the
country of Israel. Request a volunteer from the class to
read the section entitled “Believing the Unbelievable” in
the study guide. After the reading, use the Word List to
define the word resurrect. Say: God wanted to give new
life to the nation of Israel.
5. Ask a class member to read verses 7-10 from the Bible
text. After the reading, remind everyone that this vision
was very real to Ezekiel. Then ask the class to find the
section entitled “Reviving a Dead People” in the study
guide. Choose three persons as readers and assign them
respectively the paragraphs beginning with the words
First, Second, and Third. Before you begin, be sure the
class understands the two words, power and gradual, from
the Word List. Read the first paragraph yourself. Next, let
the three readers each read their assigned paragraphs in
order. Then read the last paragraph to the class.
6. Advise the class to listen to God’s words as you read
Ezekiel 11-14 from the Bible text. Begin by reading verse
11, then pause and comment that God, in Ezekiel’s vision,
was comparing the dry bones in the valley to the nation of
Israel.
Say: He was saying that, as He had brought the
dry bones back to life, so would He give new life to the
nation of Israel. Then continue reading through verse 14.
7. Note the study guide section entitled “Breathing in
New Life.” Point out how the writer compares the new
life promised for the nation of Israel to that of the dry
bones coming to life in the valley. Emphasize how God
said it would come like a rushing wind, breathing in new
life to God’s chosen people.
Introduce the word transformed from the Word
List as meaning completely changed. Then ask a class
member to read the last paragraph from “Breathing in
New Life.”
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Encourage Application

8. Identify Ezekiel 37:5 as the memory verse. Let a class
member read the verse aloud. Then read it aloud together
as a group once or twice. Say: Don’t wait until you’re a
pile of dried-up bones. Let God breathe new life into you
today—life that lasts forever.

Extra Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life

♦ Ask: Just how bad can things get? State how people lose
their jobs, someone in the family is hurt or sick, a storm
blows your house away, your car won’t start, your child
makes bad grades in school. These are some of the hard
things in life.
Mention as many bad things as you can, especially
some in your local news. Pause, and then put a big smile
on your face and say: But a better day is coming! I know
there is because our lesson tells us so.
Then raise this question: W hen things seem so
bad, how can we believe a better day is coming?

Connect with Life or Guide the Study

♦ It will no doubt be of interest to the class if you
introduce the little song entitled “Dry Bones” or “Dem
Bones” which was inspired by Ezekiel’s vision in today’s
Bible text. The words to this old spiritual are available on
the Internet (Wikipedia, the Free Encyclopedia and
elsewhere). A copy is provided to you here for use as a
handout. You will probably want to explain the crude
wording, as dem for them, etc. If you are musically
inclined or know someone available who is, you might
want to present at least the first verse to your class.
You may also use an Internet site like YouTube to
locate a video that you could share with your class on a
laptop or other device. A link of one such video is
provided for you here. This is a video performance of this
song by The Cathedrals, who are a popular gospel quartet:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=xNdFh2swOkk&feature=player_embedded

Guide the Study

♦ Present to the class a brief history of the divided
kingdom of Israel. Recall briefly how the twelve tribes—
or family groups—of Israel escaped from Egypt when
God parted the waters of the sea. Describe how they
wandered through the desert and then God gave each of
the twelve tribes land on which to live.
Say: The country was called Israel. But later, two
of the tribes broke away and became the land called
Judah. Recall how, earlier in this lesson series, we
learned how the country of Babylon won the battle for the
city of Jerusalem and the country of Judah. Recall also
how Ezekiel became the prophet for the people of Judah
who were made to live in Babylon.
A free, helpful map can be found using this link:
http://searchingthescriptures.net/main_pages/
free_bible_land_maps/map057.htm

Dry Bones
Hmm.
Ezekiel in the valley of dry bones, Ezekiel in the valley of dry bones
Ezekiel in the valley of dry bones, now here's the word of the Lord
Ezekiel in the valley of dry bones, Ezekiel in the valley of dry bones
Ezekiel in the valley of dry bones, now here's the word of the Lord
Your foot bone connected to your ankle bone
Your ankle bone connected to your leg bone
Your leg bone connected to your knee bone
Your knee bone connected to your thigh bone
Your thigh bone connected to hip bone
Your hip bone connected to your back bone
You back bone connected to your shoulder bone
Your neck bone connected to your neck bone
Your head bone connected to your head bone
These bones got up and they walked around
These bones, these bones have gotta walk around
These bones, these bones have gotta walk around
These bones, these bones have gotta walk around
Now here's the word of the Lord
Your head bone connected to your neck bone
Your neck bone connected to your shoulder bone
Your shoulder bone connected to your back bone
Your back bone connected to your hip bone
Your hip bone connected to your thigh bone
Your thigh bone connected to your knee bone
Your knee bone connected to your leg bone
Your leg bone connected to your ankle bone
Your ankle bone connected to your foot bone
Now here's the word of the Lord
Ezekiel in the valley of dry bones, Ezekiel in the valley of dry bones
Ezekiel in the valley of dry bones, now here's the word of the Lord
Ezekiel in the valley of dry bones, Ezekiel in the valley of dry bones
Ezekiel in the valley of dry bones, now here's the word of the Lord
Your foot bone, your ankle bone, your leg bone, your knee bone,
your thigh bone, your hip bone, your back bone, your shoulder
bone, your neck bone, your head bone
Now here's the word of the Lord. Now here's the Word of the Lord!
Read more at http://www.lyrics.com/dry-bones-dvd-lyrics-thecathedrals.html#53crVkAIhRWoF0Ra.99
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Lesson 13:
The New Temple: Living in
God’s Presence Again
Lesson Focus
In Ezekiel’s vision, the glory of the Lord, who had departed the
temple earlier, would return, signifying the restoration of Israel
to live in God’s presence faithfully again.
Focal Text
Ezekiel 10:18-19; 11:22-23; 40:1-2; 43:1-9
Memory Verse
“And I saw the shining-greatness of the God of Israel coming
from the east. His voice was like the sound of many waters,
and the earth was shining because of His greatness.”
(Ezekiel 43:2)

Prior Preparation

♦ Make sure a chalk board or marker board is available.
♦ If you are using the suggestion from Extra Teaching
Ideas, be sure to arrange ahead of time for an artistic class
member to bring a sketch to class today.

Connect with Life

1. Relate the story of the four Baptist missionary families
as told by the lesson writer in the introduction to the study
guide. Begin by describing a chapel as a small place for
Christian worship, as described in the Word List. Explain
that large churches sometimes have a chapel inside the
church building, but that the chapel can also be a separate
building or room. Describe how weddings, memorial
services, military worship services, and other such events
are often held in a chapel. Suggest that the chapel would
have been a perfect place for the small worship service the
new missionaries would need as they began their work.

Guide the Study

2. Comment that people need a house to live in, a school
to learn in, a shop or office to work in, and a church to
worship in.
Say: People use buildings for many things. God
lets us have buildings for our needs. But God is a Spirit.
He doesn’t need buildings for all these things. But He
does sometimes meet us halfway. Such was the case with
the Temple at Jerusalem. With that introduction to the
lesson, read just the last short paragraph from the
introduction to this lesson in the study guide.
3. Instruct the class to look in the study guide section
entitled “Finding God in a Building.” Note how the story
tells us that King Solomon built the Temple in Jerusalem.
Tell also how Solomon dedicated the Temple, or gave it
over to God for God’s use.
Say: But there was a condition. The people
needed to seek God forever. Direct attention to the second
paragraph in the study guide section. First, use the Word
List to define outlandish. Then let a class member read the
second and third paragraphs from “Finding God in a
Building.” As the reader finishes, begin reading the
remaining paragraphs yourself.
Read about Ezekiel’s vision in 10:18-19. Finally,
read the last few thoughts about how God removed His
glory, His shining-greatness, from the Temple building.
4. Say: W e’ve talked about God in a building. Now let’s
talk about God on a mountain top. Question the class as
to who has been high up on a mountain or even at the very
top. Allow anyone who has been high up on a mountain to
describe the view below and how it makes you feel.
Suggest that it doesn’t make you any closer to God, but it
makes you feel closer. At this point, allow a class member
to read Ezekiel 40:1-2 from the Bible text. Then,
comment from “Finding God on a Mountaintop” in the
study guide.
5. Recall how in previous lessons we have talked about
Ezekiel’s visions. Comment that in today’s lesson, he
speaks of these as special dreams. Then ask someone to
read verses 43:1-5 from the Bible text as Ezekiel tells
about his vision. After the reading, comment that the sun
rises from the east every morning. Describe how, on a
clear day, the sunrise is a beautiful vision of God’s glory.
Suggest that God’s glory rising from the east, as talked
about in these verses, must have been a wonder beyond
our imagination. Note that the term shining-greatness
used in the Bible text means the same thing as God’s
glory. Review from the Word List the meanings of the
word details as used in this section. Then let a class
member read the contents from the study guide section
entitled “Finding God’s Presence Once Again.”
6. Indicate that we are still talking about Ezekiel’s special
dream, or vision. Observe first that the man whom Ezekiel
talks about in the Bible text was “a man who looked like
he was made of brass,” first mentioned in Ezekiel 40:3-4
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at the beginning of Ezekiel’s vision. Then, request a
volunteer to read the last part of the Bible text, Ezekiel
43:6-9. Finally, let another volunteer read, or read
yourself, the section of the study guide entitled “Finding
God in Our Hearts.”

Encourage Application

7. Say: So, if you trust in God, then God lives in your
heart. Your heart is His temple. Then lead the class in
reading together the “Things to Remember” section of the
study guide to conclude the study.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life

♦ Ask: W hat have we been studying for the last twelve
weeks? Hopefully, someone in the class will mention the
word prophets. If not, teasingly suggest that perhaps we
need to go back and study these lessons again for the next
quarter. Then identify the topic for this quarter as the
prophets and their work. Question them again to see if
anyone knows the names of the two prophets we have
studied. Lead them to identify these prophets as Jeremiah
and Ezekiel. Mention that the lesson today ends our study
of Ezekiel and is the final lesson on the prophets.

Guide the Study

♦ Provide a brief explanation of the cherubim talked
about in Ezekiel 10:18-19; 22-23. State that they were
heavenly beings with wings. They also had hands and
feet. They were thought to have the intelligence of
people and the power of animals. The cherubim
guarded God’s throne. In the Temple, cherubim-like
figures were part of the decoration of walls and
hangings (see 1 Kings 6:23 and 7:29). They
represented heavenly creatures protecting heavenly
things. They were sometimes thought of as high-class
angels.
You may want to find some images of the
cherubim on the Internet. Share these with the class.
Remind the class that no one has seen a cherubim, so
these are just artists’ ideas based on the descriptions in
Scripture. If you have artistic class members, share
these Scripture passages with them ahead of time and
see if they would be willing to draw a sketch based on
these verses. Be sure to arrange this ahead of today’s
lesson.

Encourage Application

♦ Say: If you have put your trust in God, then God’s
Holy Spirit lives within you.
Quote 1 Corinthians 6:19 to the class by
saying: Do you not know that your body is a house of
God where the Holy Spirit lives? God gave you His
Holy Spirit. Now you belong to God. You do not
belong to yourselves.
Encourage all class members to keep that in
mind as they go through life from day to day.
http://www.collectorsquest.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/demons_chronicle_cherubim.jpg
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Why do you look for the living One
among those who are dead?
Luke 24:5b
Affirm that the answer is given in the last part of
the memory verse. Write this on the board, too.

He is not here. He is risen.
Luke 24:6a

Easter:
What the Resurrection
Shows Us
Lesson Focus
Jesus’ resurrection shows how He is truly the Christ of God, the
answer to God’s promises in the Bible.
Focal Text
Luke 24:1-12, 33-39, 44-48
Memory Verse
“Why do you look for the living One among those who are
dead? He is not here. He is risen.” (Luke 24:5b-6a)

Prior Preparation

♦ Make sure a chalk board or marker board is available.

Connect with Life

1. Say: Every year at this time, we hear the Easter story.
Oh, we change it up a little from year to year. But we never
get tired of hearing the story. And, guess what! We’re
going to hear it again this year. But that’s okay because it
is truly the greatest story every told.
State that this is Easter Sunday, a time we set aside
to remember and honor the resurrection of Jesus after He
died on the cross.
2. Refer to the lesson introduction on the first page of the
study guide. Ask the question presented there: Have you
ever tried to solve a mystery?
Use the Word List as needed to define the word.
Refer to the word detective and explain that this is a person
who works for the police department and tries to solve
crimes. Suggest that as we watch a mystery show on TV,
we play the part of a detective and try to solve the crime
ourselves. State that our mystery question for today is
asked in the first part of the memory verse. Write the verse
on the board.

Emphasize this verse by using the two parts of the
memory verse to conduct a question and answer session
to practice the verse. First ask the question and have class
members say the answer. Then, have class members ask
the question with you supplying the answer. Then have
everyone say the entire verse aloud altogether.

Guide the Study

3. Comment that resurrection is a big word. Lead the class
to pronounce the word a time or two. Question the class
as to what the word means. Affirm a correct answer or, if
necessary, define the meaning yourself as bringing back
to life or the act of giving new life to a person or thing.
Emphasize that this lesson is about how God gave new
life to Jesus after Jesus had died on the cross.
4. Point out that the final paragraphs of the introduction
talk about a mystery that could be called “The Case of the
Empty Grave.” Let someone read those paragraphs to the
rest of the class.
5. Describe the scene for this story as when the darkness
of night was just beginning to turn to dawn. Say: A group
of women were ready. They had prepared sweet-smelling
spices the night before. The planned to put these spices on
Jesus’ body in the grave early the next morning. That was
what they did in those days to a dead body to keep the
body from smelling badly. The women were ready to go
just as the darkness began to turn to light.
Then begin to read from the Bible text, reading
Luke 24:1-3 as class members follow the text in their
study guides. Tell how the women were very surprised
that Jesus’ body was missing.
Say: But they were even more surprised at what
happened next.
6. Continue the story, reading verses 4-8 from the Bible
text. Comment that it is strange that none of the women or
other followers had remembered what Jesus told them.
Use the study guide section entitled “Rolling Away the
Stone” for comments. Explain that the women made a had
to make a big change in what they were planning to do.
Jesus was not in the grave!
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7. Call on a member of the class to read Luke 24:9-12
from the Bible text. Identify the three women who are
named—Mary Magdalene, Joanna, and Mary the mother
of James—as all being important persons in the story of
Jesus. Observe that we do not know who the other women
were or how many women were in the group. Point out
how there were at least five women in the group, the three
named and at least two other women.
Using the Word List, describe a fairytale as a story
that is interesting but isn’t true. Suggest that a fairytale is
usually told to children to make them happy. Then read or
comment on the study guide section entitled “Rolling
Away the Stone.”
8. Begin reading the story from the study guide section
entitled “Showing Jesus.” Request a class member by
name to read the first four paragraphs. After that person
finishes, resume reading the final paragraphs yourself to
summarize the situation.

♦ Explain how in Bible times, families had tombs (or
graves) that were used more than just one time. Tell how a
family would make a cave in a hillside. When someone in
the family died, they would be buried in the cave. A large
stone would be rolled across the opening of the cave to
protect the body from wild animals or grave robbers. The
body would be left there until only the bones remained.
Those bones would be removed when someone else in the
family died. At that time, the bones would be taken out of
the cave. The new body would then be buried there. This
cycle could be repeated many times. You may even relate
this to the idea of dry bones from the study of Ezekiel.
Emphasize that Joseph’s tomb, in which Jesus was
buried, had never been used before, so no bones were there
to be removed.

Encourage Application

9. Read to the class the final part of the Bible text, Luke
24:44-48. Draw any final thoughts from the content of
“Fulfilling Prophesies” in the study guide. Then use the
“Things to Remember” section to
emphasize that the resurrection helped the
disciples understand the purpose of Jesus’
life. Suggest that the resurrection is the
central event of His life. Express how it is
the turning point for Christians. The
resurrection means that a sinner can turn
away from sin to follow Jesus to a life that
lasts forever with Him. Finally, emphasize
what a blessing it is to pause every year at
this time to remember the death and
resurrection of our Lord.

Extra Teaching Ideas
Guide the Study

♦ In describing the event of Cleopas and his
friend walking along the road to Emmaus,
observe that it was not safe to walk alone
along the roads in those days. Explain that
robbery and murder were a real danger, so
it was safer to have others travel with you.
It would not have been unusual, then, for
Jesus to join the two men for safety as well
as to have someone to talk with as they
traveled. Observe that Cleopas and his
friend did have plenty to talk about and
would have been happy to talk to others
about the events of their trip to Jerusalem.
Use a map like the one here to help
students find Emmaus and Jerusalem on a
map. Note that Jerusalem would have been higher up in
the mountains from Emmaus. This would have been an
uphill journey all the way. The map shows the elevation
by using varying colors.

http://bibleatlas.org/region/emmaus.jpg

