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Jeremiah and Ezekiel
Introduction
Jeremiah and Ezekiel were prophets of

discouraged and even imprisoned. All these

God during one of the most difficult times for

things would happen to them because of their

God’s people. God chose these two important

faithfulness to keep serving God as His

men to speak His words to His people.

messengers.

Jeremiah and Ezekiel were God’s messengers.
God’s people had been attacked by

Jeremiah was sometimes known as the
weeping prophet because his service to God

Babylon. They were defeated and captured by

brought Him many times of sorrow. Even so,

the people of Babylon. This happened about

he showed strong courage and continued to

six hundred years before Jesus was born.

proclaim God’s message.

Jeremiah began his ministry much earlier than

Ezekiel’s service was very unusual.

Ezekiel did. Jeremiah began to serve as one of

Ezekiel served God by telling about special

God’s messengers in about 626 BC (Jeremiah

visions or pictures that God showed him.

1:2). Ezekiel began to serve as one of God’s

These often seemed very strange. The

messengers around 593 BC. This was the fifth

messages God gave him in these visions were

year of Jehoiakim’s reign (Ezekiel 1:2).

very unpopular.

Jeremiah and Ezekiel were prophets of

The Book of Jeremiah and the Book of

both judgment and hope. Their job as God’s

Ezekiel are difficult books to study. They are

messengers was a very difficult one. The

very long. We may find it hard to relate to

hearts of God’s people were very far from

many of the things Jeremiah and Ezekiel

Him. God’s people would find it very hard to

describe. But these writing hold many

accept God’s messages from Jeremiah and

important lessons for us.

Ezekiel. They would make things hard for

Christians today have many things in

Jeremiah and Ezekiel. God’s people would

common with God’s people who lived in the

work against them. They would reject

time of Jeremiah and Ezekiel. Especially

Jeremiah and Ezekiel many times. The

Christians in America. Church buildings and

prophets would find themselves lonely,

religious customs were very important to
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them. They loved their country very much.

Above all else, Jeremiah and Ezekiel

They were going through hard times. Difficult

teach us important things about God. God is

things were happening to them. They found it

holy. He takes sin very seriously. He will not

hard to keep their hearts close to God. They

let His people continue to disobey over and

struggled to obey God. They failed over and

over again. His judgment will come. Even

over again.

when this happens, God Himself will still be

God wanted to teach them important

our hope.

lessons. Because of their stubbornness, they
would have to go through many hard things to
learn these lessons. The people had ignored
God for so long. God wanted to show them
grace. But His people kept ignoring Him.
Finally, God punished them for their sin.
God’s judgment came on His people.
Through it all, God continued to show
His love and faithfulness to His people. He
used these hard lessons to shape His people’s
hearts. He used the pain of their punishment
to bring their hearts close to Him again. Even
when the lessons were very painful, God gave

About the Writer

His people encouragement. He gave them

Barry Cram enjoys using his apostolic

hope for a better future. He brought them

imagination to find new ways to plant the

back to Himself.

Gospel and make disciples. He has served on

God used Jeremiah and Ezekiel in an

staff at churches in Texas and Oklahoma for

important way to accomplish all these things.

nearly 20 years. Barry is a regular writer for

They show us how to keep serving God even

several curriculum projects with LifeWay. He is

when things are very hard. They show us how

intentionally taking Jesus into his

to have courage even when it seems like there

neighborhood in north Fort Worth, Texas, with

is no hope. They show us that God has a good

his wife, Lisa, and their three children.

plan for us even when we do not see it.
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Jeremiah and Ezekiel
Lesson Overview
Lesson 1

Jeremiah : The Prophet Called by

Jeremiah 1:4-11, 17-19

Lesson 2

God
Worship: More Than a Gathering

Jeremiah 7:1-4, 6-10, 13-14

Lesson 3

Judgment: The Effect of Ignoring

Jeremiah 18:1-12; 19:1, 3, 10-11, 15

Lesson 4

God
Complaining: A Messenger’s Prayer Jeremiah 11:18-20; 12:1-3; 15:15-18;
20:10-13
in Hard Times

Lesson 5

God’s Message: Words That Live

Jeremiah 36:1-6, 8, 22-24, 27-28, 30-31

Lesson 6

Forever
Staying Strong: Facing the

Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14

Lesson 7

Punishment for Sin
Surrender: Stop Fighting Against

Jeremiah 21:1-10; 38:1-6

Lesson 8

God
A New Beginning: God’s Promise for Jeremiah 31:27-34; 32:1-15

Lesson 9

the Future
Ezekiel: A Messenger Away From

Ezekiel 1:28; 2:1-10; 3:1-4

Home
Lesson 10

Responsibility: Stop Blaming Others Ezekiel 18:1-18

Lesson 11

God’s Love: Strong Enough to Teach Ezekiel 20:1-32

Lesson 12

Hard Lessons
Revival: A Better Day Is Coming

Lesson 13

The New Temple: Living in God’s

Easter

Ezekiel 37:1-14

Presence Again

Ezekiel 10:18-19; 11:22-23; 40:1-2;
43:1-9

What the Resurrection Shows Us

Luke 24:1-12, 33-39, 44-48
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Jeremiah and Ezekiel
Word List
Lesson 1
appointment: a plan to do something at a
certain place and time
confidence: fir m belief or strong tr ust in
something
insecure: ner vous feelings or doubtful
thoughts; without assurance
intimate: ver y close and per sonal
prophet: someone who could hear from
God and speak directly to God’s people
Lesson 2
conquer: to win and take control; to defeat
someone
entertaining: something fun; something
that gets and keeps your attention
hypocrite: a per son who pretends; one
whose life is a lie
protection: secur ity or shelter from har m
slogan: a shor t group of wor ds that is easy
to remember
Lesson 3
destroyed: to end the existence of
something; to wipe off the face of the earth;
to demolish
ignoring: to refuse to acknowledge; to pay
no attention to
judgment: God’s punishment for sin
object lesson: a ver y creative way to teach;
a way to teach that uses a visual object to
illustrate
pottery: pots, bowls, and other dishes that
are made from baked clay
sovereign: being in absolute and total
control

Lesson 4
condemned: to judge and punish someone
justice: an action that is fair and r ight
reassured: removed doubts and fear s;
comforted
ridiculed: to mock or tease someone; to
laugh at; to taunt
stress: feelings that are caused by wor r y,
concern, nervousness or fear
Lesson 5
arrogance: being full of pr ide
banned: to keep someone or something far
away
exaggerate: to make something bigger,
larger, or greater; to lie and stretch the truth
lineage: family tree or her itage; the
generations of a family
proclaimed: to announce a message in
public; to speak loudly
Lesson 6
circumstances: the events and actions that
happen around a person
emphasis: impor tance; special attention
paid to something
exiles: people who have been forced to
move out of their home land
false prophet: someone who says they are
speaking for God, but they do not speak truth
prosper: to do well; to thr ive; to flour ish;
to succeed
stability: to remain strong or to be
consistent

Introduction ● Page 7
Adult Bible Study in Simplified English Study Guide

Jeremiah and Ezekiel
Word List
Lesson 7
assumed: to believe something without
proof; to presume to know something
depressed: to be heavy-hearted or unhappy
guarantee: a promise or cer tainty
tension: conflict; stress or str ain that
comes from two things working against each
other
Lesson 8
assurance: a promise that br ings comfor t
concerned: showing care about something
or interest in something
invest: giving or devoting time, money, or
energy to someone or something
paralyzed: to be unable to move; without
motion
witnesses: people who watch an event and
see it with their own eyes
Lesson 9
busywork: wor k that keeps people busy
but does not have any value
communicate: to talk, speak or share
ideas; to make another understand something
contemporary: someone who lives at the
same time or alongside, a present-day peer
supreme: strongest, most impor tant, most
powerful
Lesson 10
accountable: to be held responsible
ancestors: relatives who are in your family
tree but have already died
inherited: to receive something because of
family ties
injustice: unfair ness; things that are not
right
proverb: a shor t saying that teaches a
truth
tolerated: to allow something to continue

Lesson 11
benefit: to receive an advantage or positive
thing in your life
motivation: the reason why you do
something
pagan: godless and evil
reputation: the opinions or beliefs the
public has about someone; renown or public
status
withheld: refusing to give
Lesson 12
gradual: when something happens in
stages by slowly moving forward
power: strength or might; the ability to use
force
resurrect: giving life to something or
someone that is dead; bring back to life
revival: coming to life again, especially
coming alive again spiritually; a spiritual
reawakening.
transformed: to be changed into something
totally new
valley: a low area of land between hills or
mountains
Lesson 13
chapel: a small building for Chr istian
worship
covenant: an agreement or contr act
between two people or groups
decade: a per iod of ten year s
details: small facts or features that help
describe
sacrifice: something or someone that is
offered as a cost for ransom
Easter
evidence: proof
fairytale: a made up fable; a make-believe
story
mystery: a secret; an event that remains
unknown; an unsolved story
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Jeremiah and Ezekiel
Memory Verses
Lesson 1
“Before I started to put you together in your
mother, I knew you. Before you were born, I
set you apart as holy. I chose you to speak to
the nations for Me.” (Jeremiah 1:5)

Lesson 8
“I will put My Law into their minds. And I
will write it on their hearts. I will be their
God, and they will be My people.”
(Jeremiah 31:33b)

Lesson 2
“The Lord of All, the God of Israel, says,
‘Change your ways and your works for the
better, and I will let you live in this
place.’” (Jeremiah 7:3)

Lesson 9
“‘Son of man, eat this book that I give you
and fill your stomach with it.’ So I ate it, and
it was as sweet as honey in my
mouth.” (Ezekiel 3:3 )

Lesson 3
“Like the clay in the pot-maker’s hand, so are
you in My hand, O people of Israel.”
(Jeremiah 18:6)

Lesson 10
“But he walks in My Laws and obeys them.
This man will not die for his father’s sin. He
will live for sure.” (Ezekiel 18:17b)

Lesson 4
“Do not make me afraid of You. You are my
safe place in the day of trouble.”
(Jeremiah 17:17)

Lesson 11
“Then I said that I would be angry with them.
I would send My anger against them in the
land of Egypt. But I acted for the good of My
name.” (Ezekiel 20b:8-9a)

Lesson 5
“Take another book and write in it all the
words that were in the first book which
Jehoiakim the king of Judah
burned.” (Jeremiah 36:28b)
Lesson 6
“‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ says
the Lord, ‘plans for well-being and not for
trouble, to give you a future and a
hope.’” (Jeremiah 29:11)
Lesson 7
“I Myself will fight against you with My
hand out and with a strong arm, in much
anger.” (Jeremiah 21:5)

Lesson 12
“This is what the Lord God says to these
bones: ‘I will make breath come into you, and
you will come to life.’” (Ezekiel 37:5)
Lesson 13
“And I saw the shining-greatness of the God
of Israel coming from the east. His voice was
like the sound of many waters, and the earth
was shining because of His greatness.”
(Ezekiel 43:2)
Easter
“Why do you look for the living One among
those who are dead? He is not here. He is
risen.” (Luke 24:5b-6a)
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Lesson 1:
Jeremiah: The Prophet
Called by God

putting toys together at the last minute to give
as a birthday gift.
This job can quickly cause a mom or
dad a lot of stress! Parents put together
bicycles and doll houses. They put up
basketball goals outside. Sometimes they stay
up late at night to get these things done.
It only takes a little time to put small
toys together. But it takes a lot of time to put
the big toys together. And the really hard toys

Bible Text
Jeremiah 1:4-11, 17-19
Memory Verse
“Before I started to put you together in your
mother, I knew you. Before you were born, I set
you apart as holy. I chose you to speak to the
nations for Me.” (Jeremiah 1:5)
Word List
appointment: a plan to do something at a certain
place and time
confidence: firm belief or strong trust in
something
insecure: nervous feelings or doubtful thoughts;
without assurance
intimate: very close and personal
prophet: someone who could hear from God and
speak directly to God’s people

come with a big book of instructions. You
have to use tools like hammers and
screwdrivers. Hundreds of little parts might
be needed to put it all together. What a mess!
Toys like these need more than one
person. Imagine a dad putting together a
bicycle for his child’s birthday. The bike has
many parts. The instructions are ten pages
long. But the words are really tiny. How will
the dad follow the instructions? He cannot see
very well. What does he do? He asks a friend
to come over and help.
The instructions contain the plan for the
bicycle. It is important to listen to the
instructions carefully. It helps for a friend to

Birthday parties are fun for kids. But

read the instructions aloud. The dad needs to

they are a lot of work for the parents. Parents

obey what is written. They work together to

put up the decorations. They send out

put the build the bicycle.

invitations. They plan the party. Birthday time
can be very busy. But do you know what is
really hard for parents at birthday time? It is

Listening to God’s Voice
Men reading instructions to put

Lesson 1 ● Page 10

together a bike can help us learn something. It

intimate knowledge of us. God does not just

can help us understand what it means to be

see us from a distance. He knows everything

one of God’s prophets. God already has a plan

about us up close. God is very aware of who

for His people. He needs someone who will

we are.

first listen to His words. God gives His

This story shows us that God is very

instructions to the prophet. And godly

interested in us. God created Jeremiah with a

prophets will obey His words.

purpose already in mind. God shaped him to

Jeremiah lived about 2,600 years ago.

be useful as a prophet in the world.

He was born in a family of priests. Later he

God made an appointment for

served God as a prophet. He served God as a

Jeremiah. He made a plan for Jeremiah to

prophet for about 40 years. That is a long time

complete a certain action at a certain time. We

to serve God. Jeremiah was called by God to

make future appointments all the time. We

serve in hard times. Things were difficult for

work out the details of our appointments.

God’s people then. The nation of Judah had

Then we put them in our calendars. We do all

three different kings while Jeremiah served

of this because we want to complete a task in

God. The other nations had different leaders,

the future.

too. So the world around Jeremiah was
changing a lot.
First, a prophet must listen to God.

Jeremiah’s story shows us that God
makes future appointments, too. Before
Jeremiah was born, God worked out all the

Then he must speak for God. Jeremiah spoke

details. God wanted to do something special

for God. He reminded God’s people about

with Jeremiah. God wants to do something

their relationship with Him. He gave them

special with us, too. God enjoys working with

God’s instructions for their lives. God has a

us to complete His work.

plan for everyone.
Making Excuses
Following God’s Plan
God’s plan for our lives does not begin

At first Jeremiah did not think he could
serve God. He responded to God with two

when we are born. It begins even before we

excuses (v. 6). First, Jeremiah did not think he

are born. It starts with God’s purposes for us.

could speak well. Second, he did not think he

God knows us even before we were born. In

had enough experience.

Jeremiah 1:5, the word knew means that God
really understands who we are. God has

God listened to Jeremiah’s concerns.
But that did not change God’s mind. He
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assured Jeremiah by touching his mouth. This

for any attack from people who may oppose

showed Jeremiah that God would give him

him.

the words to say.
This is very comforting. We should

Second, God told him that he would be
like a “pillar of iron” (v.18). Pillars are big

feel good knowing that God is aware of our

columns that hold up big buildings. Pillars

fears. It is okay to feel insecure when we

cannot be moved or removed. God was telling

serve God. It is okay to talk to God about it.

Jeremiah that he would be unmovable.

He listens. God believes in us even when we
do not believe in ourselves.

Third, God told Jeremiah that he would
be like “walls of brass” (v. 18). Strong cities
that were protected had walls like this. God

Relying on God’s Strength
God wanted to give Jeremiah the

was telling Jeremiah that he would not be
defeated.

confidence to obey dur ing difficult times.
He gave Jeremiah three different pictures
(v. 18). Jeremiah would not have to rely on

Things to Remember
God knows us. He has a plan for us.

his own strength and ability. God would give

Sometimes following God is hard. We will

him the strength to complete his work.

face difficult times. But God is strong. He

First, God told Jeremiah that he would
be like a “strong city ready for war” (v. 18).
This means that God would prepare Jeremiah

Things to Think About

promises to be there for us.
God wants to speak to us. Reading the
Bible helps us listen to God. So does praying.
We must listen for God’s voice daily.
God looks at us differently than we look

1. God speaks to His people. How do you hear from
God? What is He saying to you?

at ourselves. We need to see what God sees.

2. God knows you better than you know yourself.
Do you see yourself like God sees you?

weaknesses. We can rely on God’s strength.

3. Have you ever made excuses to avoid God’s plan
for you?

would be with him the entire time. God

4. How do you respond to hard times or difficult
people when serving God?
5. Where is God asking you to serve Him?

We should not worry so much about our
God’s presence was with Jeremiah. God
always shows Himself to be faithful. We
should take comfort in God’s faithfulness.

Lesson 1 ● Page 12

Jeremiah 1:4-11, 17-19

kings of Judah, the rulers, its religious leaders,

4 Now the Word of the Lord came to me

and the people of the land.

saying,

19 And they will fight against you. But they

5 “Before I started to put you together in your

will not have power over you, for I am with

mother, I knew you. Before you were born, I

you to take you out of trouble,” says the Lord.

set you apart as holy. I chose you to speak to
the nations for Me.”
6 Then I said, “O, Lord God! I do not know
how to speak. I am only a boy.”
7 But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am
only a boy.’ You must go everywhere I send
you. And you must say whatever I tell you.
8 Do not be afraid of them. For I am with you
to take you out of trouble,” says the Lord.
9 Then the Lord put out His hand and touched
my mouth, and said to me, “See, I have put
My words in your mouth.
10 I have chosen you this day to be over the
nations and the kings, to dig up and to pull
down, to destroy and to throw down, to build
and to plant.”
11 And the Word of the Lord came to me
saying, “What do you see, Jeremiah?” I said,
“I see a branch of an almond tree.”
17 Now get ready. Stand up and tell them
everything that I tell you. Do not be afraid of
them, or I will make trouble for you in front
of them.
18 Today I have made you as a strong city
ready for war, as a pillar of iron and as walls
of brass against the whole land, against the
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Lesson 2:
Worship: More Than
a Gathering

Some preachers use humor. Many of
them use drama or movies to tell a story.
Others build sets of scenery on stage. Pastors
who teach teenagers might use lights and
lasers to make an impression. Sometimes
pastors who teach children use balloons in
creative ways. It is a fun way to tell a story.
One time a pastor was preaching about
what it means to take a leap of faith. He went
sky-diving and jumped out of an airplane with

Bible Text
Jeremiah 7:1-4, 6-10, 13-14
Memory Verse
“The Lord of All, the God of Israel, says, ‘Change
your ways and your works for the better, and I will
let you live in this place.’” (Jeremiah 7:3 )
Word List
conquer: to win and take control; to defeat
someone
entertaining: something fun; something that gets
and keeps your attention
hypocrite: a person who pretends; one whose
life is a lie
protection: security or shelter from harm
slogan: a short group of words that is easy to
remember

a parachute. It was video-taped and played the
next Sunday in church.
Another pastor rode a wild horse during
his sermon. He prepared the sanctuary before
church started. He removed the pews. He
brought in a fence and some dirt. The wild
horse was brought in to be tamed. He wanted
to teach a life lesson about overcoming
difficult times. Showing people how to tame a
horse showed them how to face hard things in
life. This pastor’s message was hard to forget.
Preaching Outside
Most pastors are known for their best

Prophets and preachers are a lot alike.
They both have something to say. They both
want to get your attention. Most of the time,
they are entertaining. Both of them want you
to remember their message. They do not want
you to forget what they say! They will do just
about anything to get and keep your attention.

sermons. Jeremiah’s best sermon is found in
Chapter 7. We call it his “Temple Sermon.”
God put these words in Jeremiah’s mouth
(v. 2). Jeremiah did something strange when
he was preaching this sermon. He stood
outside the Temple. What was the problem?
Nothing was wrong. Jeremiah was trying to
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make a point. The people thought God’s

ever changing their ways. But they would still

blessing was promised to them no matter

come to the Temple and want to be with God.

what. Jeremiah stood outside to communicate

They thought everything was okay. They got

that something was missing from inside the

used to their tradition of going to the Temple.

Temple.

God’s people can easily fall into this trap.

God’s people would always belong to

The Temple gave them a false sense of

Him. But that did not guarantee God’s

security. This is the house of the LORD!

presence and blessing would always be with

These words became an empty slogan for

them. God’s people made a mistake in

them. God’s people would say this over and

believing this lie (v. 4). Jeremiah preached

over again. It made them feel better about

outside to show the people God’s presence

themselves. Have you ever done something

was not inside the Temple.

like this? Sometimes we assume something is

Jeremiah preached this message to
hypocrites. The people who hear d it wer e
coming to worship God. But they were not

true because we say it over and over again.
This is dangerous.
Jeremiah called this slogan a lie (v. 4).

close to God. Worship is when you are close

God wanted to warn the people through

to God through obedience. They were

Jeremiah’s message. God wanted His people

constantly sinning. Their hearts were far from

to change their ways (v. 3). God wanted to

God. God would not keep allowing this.

have a better relationship with His people.

God’s people were using the Temple as a
place for pretend worship.

Loving Others
Jeremiah revealed some specific things

Worshiping God
In Jeremiah’s time, God chose to meet

God wanted His people to change (v. 6). He
wanted them to treat everyone equally. He

with His people in the Temple. This is where

especially wanted them to do this with

God’s presence could be seen and felt. Over

strangers in their land and with the helpless.

time, though, the Temple became a symbol of

God values everybody. He loves all people.

God’s power and protection. The people

The people of Judah had forgotten to

thought God’s presence was always there even follow this. God’s people said they loved
if they did not live right.
God’s people took God for granted.
They would sin over and over again without

God. But their actions did not match their
words. The people wanted to be with God.
But they did not want to obey God. They
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broke many of the Ten Great Laws (vv. 9-

God’s judgment on Judah was going to

10).

happen. They refused to obey God. He would
refuse to listen to them. They needed to learn
Experiencing Judgment

a very hard lesson.

God is more important than the good
things He gives to us. The Temple was a

Things to Remember

special place to God’s people. God saw that

Worship is more than singing and

the Temple had become more important than

preaching. It is about being close to God. We

Him. As a result God even promised to

need to pay attention and stay close to God.

destroy the Temple (v. 14). He also promised

We should not expect to be close to God just

that their enemies would conquer them and

because we come to church. We need to

take them out of their land (v. 15).

continue with God every day.

The people’s hearts were very

God wants to be close to us for a

disobedient. God even told Jeremiah not to

reason. He loves us. But God wants to use us

pray for them. God’s patience had run out

to love others, too. Sinning over and over

(v. 13). He warned them again and again.

again without asking for forgiveness keeps us
far from God. When this happens He cannot

Things to Think About

have a close relationship with us. And He

1. Worship is more than a service or an event. It’s
about having a good relationship with God seven
days a week. Do you agree?

cannot use us to love others.

2. Sometimes the good things of God can become
more important than God. How has this happened to
you?

and God. We need to see this when it happens

3. What things have you assumed about God in the
past?

take away His presence. We need to ask Him

4. Have you ever felt like you were pretending when
you come to church? How do you get real with God?
5. God is very patient. But have you ever thought His
patience is running out?
6. In what ways does God use you to reach and love
others? What gets in the way of this?

Sometimes we take God for granted.
The good things from God can get between us
and put God first again. God can take away
the good things He gives to us. He can even
to help us stay close to Him.
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Jeremiah 7:1-4, 6-10, 13-14

13 Now you have done all these things,” says

1 This word came to Jeremiah from the Lord,

the Lord. “I spoke to you again and again, but

saying,

you did not hear. I called you but you did not

2 “Stand in the gate of the Lord’s house and

answer.

make this word known: ‘Hear the Word of the

14 So as I did to Shiloh, I will do to the house

Lord, all you men of Judah who go through

that is called by My name and in which you

these gates to worship the Lord!’”

trust, and to the place that I gave you and your

3 The Lord of All, the God of Israel, says,

fathers

“Change your ways and your works for the
better, and I will let you live in this place.
4 Do not trust the lies that say, ‘This is the
house of the Lord, the house of the Lord, the
house of the Lord.’
6 if you do not make it hard for the stranger
from another land, or the child whose parents
have died, or the woman whose husband has
died, and do not kill those who are not guilty
in this place, and stop going after other gods,
for that will destroy you,
7 then I will let you live in this place, in the
land that I gave to your fathers forever and
ever.
8 “See, you are trusting in lies which cannot
help you.
9 Will you steal, kill, do sex sins, make false
promises, give gifts to the false god Baal, and
go after other gods that you have not known,
10 and then come and stand before Me in this
house which is called by My name, and say,
‘We are safe and free!’ and still do all these
hated sins?
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Lesson 3:
Judgment: The Effect
of Ignoring God

Play-Doh was not used as a toy at first. The
brothers invented it to clean wallpaper. They
needed a safe cleaner without chemicals. In
the 1950s, the school kids started to play with
it. They liked it better than hard clay. It was
more fun. They could use it all year.
Children can make whatever they want
out of Play-Doh. They can play for hours. But
there is something important to remember.
Play-Doh must be in a sealed container when
it is not being used. You cannot leave it out

Bible Text
Jeremiah 18:1-12; 19:1, 3, 10-11, 15
Memory Verse
“Like the clay in the pot-maker’s hand, so are you
in My hand, O people of Israel.” (Jeremiah 18:6 )
Word List
destroyed: to end the existence of something; to
wipe off the face of the earth; to demolish
ignoring: to refuse to acknowledge; to pay no
attention to
judgment: God’s punishment for sin
object lesson: a very creative way to teach; a
way to teach that uses a visual object to illustrate
pottery: pots, bowls, and other dishes that are
made from baked clay
sovereign: being in absolute and total control

overnight. It will dry out and become very
hard.
Kids cannot play with hard Play-Doh.
It is supposed to remain soft. Otherwise, it
becomes useless. It will feel hard and stiff.
Over time, hardened Play-Doh will break
apart. Keep this image in mind for this lesson.
It will help us understand some important
things about God’s people in Jeremiah’s time.
Using Objects to Teach Lessons
Sometimes Bible teachers use object
lessons. An object lesson uses a cer tain item
to get people’s attention. For example, a

Have you ever played with Play-Doh? It flashlight might be used to show how God
shines the light of His truth in our lives.
is a very soft dough used for making crafts.
Kids love to play with it. It is so much fun. It

Object lessons are a useful way to help people

is like modeling clay. But Play-Doh is soft and see the meaning of a lesson. They help the
teacher communicate the main point. They
reusable. It comes in different colors, too.
In the 1930s, two brothers named Noah
and Joseph McVicker invented this soft clay.

help make the lesson creative. Teachers use
them to have fun during class time. It is a
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good way to teach a spiritual truth.
Jeremiah preached God’s message to

God wanted His people to understand a
different idea. God has “creator rights.” In

the people over and over. They heard it again

other words, God has the freedom and power

and again with their ears. But God wanted to

to rule over his creation. His people are his

deliver the message a different way. He told

most loved creation. Because God made

Jeremiah to use an object lesson. God wanted

people, He understands how they are best

the people to remember His message. They

designed to live.

had heard the message from Jeremiah. This

This is how God wanted His people to

time God wanted the people to see the

see Him (18:5-6). God is the potter. His

message (18:1-2).

people are the clay. The potter has complete
control of the clay. God has complete control

God Is the Creator

over His people. He is sovereign over all of

Pottery was used ever y day in biblical His creation. Like the potter, God’s control
times. Making pottery was a very important
works for our good. We should accept this
job. The potter was good at shaping the clay.

idea for our lives.

A good potter could make many things like
bowls, plates, and jugs. Sometimes the clay
was not very good. Dirt and tiny pebbles

Receiving God’s Judgment
God told Jeremiah to go to a potter’s

could cause blemishes in it. This would make

house. God told him to bring the religious

the pottery ugly.

leaders, too. God told him to take some

But a good potter knew how to make it
beautiful. He would take the clay off the

pottery and smash it into pieces. God wanted
everyone to see the message. Judgment was

wheel. He would squeeze it in his hands. Then coming because the people of Judah had
the potter could reshape the clay to make it

abandoned God. Their hearts were hard. They

what he wanted. The potter could also choose

did horrible things like sacrifice their children

to use another piece of clay instead (18:4).

to other gods.

This was the object lesson for God’s people.
As the creator, God has the right to
create and shape His people. In America, we

Jerusalem would be destroyed. God’s
judgment was coming because the people
would not repent. They worshipped other

understand the idea of human rights. These are gods. They could no longer be reshaped like
things that every human is entitled to have.

soft clay. They would not return to God. They

These are things like freedom and equality.

ignored God for too long.
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God has the right to do this. He is our

our lives. He knows what He is doing. And He

creator. We are His creation. We have the

knows why, too. God does not need to explain

right to make our own choices. We can

Himself, either. He has revealed much about

respond to God in obedience or disobedience.

Himself in the Bible. We should trust that He

But God is free to respond to us how He

is a good God.

chooses (18:7-10). He can respond to our

God is patient. But ignoring God’s

hard hearts with judgment. Or He can

message for our lives is dangerous. We are

respond to our soft hearts with mercy.

inviting judgment when we ignore God.
Remember the two brothers? They

Things to Remember
Think about Jeremiah’s object lesson.

invented that soft clay for cleaning purposes.
But they changed their minds. They saw

Clay does not shape itself. It does not tell the

another purpose for their invention. Play-Doh

potter what to do. No! The clay is shaped by

was their creation. They could use it however

the potter. The potter is in charge. He is the

they wanted. So they began selling it as a toy

creator. He knows what He is making. And

for kids to use.

He knows why, too.
It is the same way between us and God.

It is the same way with God. As the
creator, He has all wisdom. He has a purpose

He is the Potter. We are the clay. We are

for us. His knowledge can direct us perfectly.

created and shaped by God. He is in charge of

God can use us however He wants. He knows

Things to Think About
1. God’s Word is there for us to follow. Have you
ever tried to ignore God? What happened?
2. How does God get your attention?
3. How have you seen God’s power and control in
your life?
4. Why do so many people ignore God’s message
from the Scriptures? How do people get that way?
5. In what ways do we fool ourselves into thinking
our own ideas are better?
6. How has God “shaped” you for life and ministry?

what is best for us. We should listen and
follow Him.
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Jeremiah 18:1-12; 19:1, 3, 10-11, 15

turn from your sinful way. Change your ways

18:1 The word which came to Jeremiah from

and your works.”’

the Lord saying,

12 But they will say, ‘There is no hope! For

2 “Go down to the pot-maker’s house, and

we are going to follow our own plans. Each of

there I will let you hear My words.”

us will act in the strong-will of his sinful

3 So I went down to the pot-maker’s house,

heart.’

and saw him making one on the wheel.
4 But the pot he was making of clay did not

19:1 The Lord says, “Go and buy a pot-

come out like he wanted it. So the pot-maker

maker’s clay jar, and take some of the leaders

used the clay to make another pot that pleased

of the people and some of the older religious

him.

leaders.

5 Then the Word of the Lord came to me
saying,

3 Say, ‘Hear the Word of the Lord, O kings of

6 “O people of Israel, can I not do with you as

Judah and people of Jerusalem. The Lord of

this pot-maker has done?” says the Lord.

All, the God of Israel, says, “See, I am about

“Like the clay in the pot-maker’s hand, so are

to bring much trouble to this place.

you in My hand, O people of Israel.
7 If at any time I speak about a nation, to pull

10 “Then you are to break the jar in front of

up, and to break down and to destroy,

the men who go with you.

8 and if that nation I spoke against turns from

11 And say to them, ‘The Lord of All says, “In

its sin, then I will change My mind about the

this way I will break these people and this city,

trouble I planned to bring upon it.

even as one breaks a pot-maker’s jar, which

9 If at another time I speak about a nation,

cannot be put back together.

that I will build and plant it,
10 and if it does what is sinful in My eyes by

15 “The Lord of All, the God of Israel, says,

not obeying My voice, then I will change My

‘See, I am about to bring to this city and to all

mind about the good I had promised to bring

its towns all the trouble that I have spoken

to it.

about, because they have made their necks

11 So now speak to the men of Judah and the

hard and would not listen to My Words.’”

people of Jerusalem. Tell them, ‘The Lord
says, “See, I am making trouble for you and
making a plan against you. So each of you
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Lesson 4:
Complaining: A
Messenger’s Prayer in
Hard Times

is not good for the body. It can affect the way
a person thinks and feels.
Extreme cold. Extreme heat. Lost at sea
with no fresh water. All of these situations
can play tricks on your mind. For example,
you might think it is hot when you are really
freezing. You may believe the ocean water is
fresh water to drink. After a long time in the
desert, you may imagine you are seeing things
that are not really there.
A prophet’s journey can be just as

Bible Text
Jeremiah 11:18-20; 12:1-3; 15:15-18; 20:10-13
Memory Verse
“Do not make me afraid of You. You are my safe
place in the day of trouble.” (Jeremiah 17:17)

exhausting. Over time the stress of ministry
can become very extreme. Jeremiah
experienced this. For 40 years he served God.
He preached the same message. He began to
feel very tired, sad and weak. And his heart

began to tell him things that were not true.
Word List
condemned: to judge and punish someone
justice: an action that is fair and right
Crying Out for Justice
reassured: removed doubts and fears; comforted
Following God is not an easy task.
ridiculed: to mock or tease someone; to laugh at;
Serving God for a long time can be very
to taunt
stress: feelings that are caused by worry,
difficult. There will always be conflict and
concern, nervousness or fear
problems. Jeremiah experienced this because
Extreme sports are athletic activities
of his ministry as a prophet. He was honest
which are done in dangerous and hard
about his personal struggles. He complained
conditions. These kinds of athletes enjoy the
to God many times. He wrote about many of
fun and adventure of extreme sports. Even so,
his struggles in the Bible.
they have to know the risk. MountainJeremiah preached the same message
climbers could get lost in the freezing cold
for about 40 years. He told God’s people,
weather. Rock-climbers have been lost in the
“Repent and return to God, or He will destroy
hot desert. Sailors have been lost in the ocean
the city and you will be conquered.” The
while travelling the world. This kind of stress
people got tired of hearing the same thing
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from Jeremiah. They ignored him at first.

to God’s message. But God would bring His

Then they planned to kill him. So Jeremiah

own kind of justice when He was ready.

called out to God for justice (12:1).
Jeremiah believed that God was good.

Jeremiah was following his feelings
instead of God. This is a dangerous thing to

He believed that God always did what was

do. Our feelings can change very quickly. We

right. He just could not see this happening in

can feel like we are smarter than God. We can

his life right now. How could evil men

feel like God is not doing a good job. We can

succeed? How could God’s servant be

feel a lot of things that are not true. God

mistreated? Why didn’t God destroy them?

corrected Jeremiah’s thoughts with truth. And

Yes, Jeremiah wanted justice. Jeremiah

He calmed Jeremiah’s feelings with comfort

wanted God’s enemies to be destroyed. This

and assurance.

was Jeremiah’s idea of justice.
Complaining and Confused
A Warning About Feelings
Here is what Jeremiah thought: There is

Trusting our feelings can lead us away
from the truth. Jeremiah was really depressed.

nothing good about evil men (12:4). Sin is

His depression played tricks on his mind. He

evil. It messed up everything God made. It

started thinking wrong things about God. He

broke the relationship between man and God.

was trying to make sense of his life. It got

It broke the relationship between man and

really bad.

woman. Sin also broke the relationship

Jeremiah accused God of lying to him

between man and nature. The ground was

(15:18). He had believed God’s words. He

cursed because of sin (Genesis 3). Everything

had trusted and obeyed God. But Jeremiah did

suffered because of sin (Romans 8:19-21).

not see God’s work happening. He wanted

God’s response to Jeremiah was
surprising (12:5-6). First, God told Jeremiah
that he would feel worse. Jeremiah’s idea of

God to act. Jeremiah was calling out to God.
He was putting God on trial.
God did not let Jeremiah continuing

justice was not going to happen. Jeremiah

thinking like this. Yes, Jeremiah had obeyed

would feel like things were not going to get

God. He could not be blamed for

better. Second, God reassured Jeremiah that

disobedience. But Jeremiah’s complaining

He was still watching over him. Yes, Jeremiah

went too far. Jeremiah questioned God and

wanted God to destroy all the people. He felt

accused Him. God responded immediately.

very angry with God’s people for not listening

God’s response was full of grace. He

Lesson 4 ● Page 23

simply told Jeremiah to repent and return to

with Him. He listened to Jeremiah’s heart.

his assignment. God never condemned
Jeremiah for his questions or complaints. God

Struggling to Serve

is good. He knows and understands us. He

Jeremiah’s last prayer shows us his

loves us even when we feel much stress. He

daily struggle. Once again Jeremiah was

corrects us when we are not thinking right.

overcome by the hardship of serving God.
Judgment had not come to God’s people. And

Needing Relief
In his next prayer, Jeremiah asked for

Jeremiah had become a joke. The people
ridiculed him. J er emiah pr aised God for

healing (17:14-18). This was part of his

His past faithfulness. But then the reality of

confession. He again built his case before

his hard assignment hit him again (20:11-14).

God. Jeremiah reminded God of his

He felt sorrow for God’s people. He just did

faithfulness. He reminded God that he had

not know what to do.

never backed down. He reminded God that he
delivered the message. But Jeremiah wanted

Things to Remember

relief from his long ministry. Jeremiah even

We cannot rely on our feelings. Our

asked God to destroy his enemies! God did

feelings can lie to us. We may feel like God

not answer this prayer. But God did not

has abandoned us. But we know that God is

correct Jeremiah for it. Jeremiah was open

with us. We may feel like God is unfair. But

and honest before God. And God was patient

we know that God is just. We must look past
our feelings.
God desires an open and honest heart. It

Things to Think About
1. People who remain faithful to God experience
hard times. What is your first response to stress and
hard times?
2. God is big enough to handle our complaints. How
often do you bring your complaints to God?
3. Jeremiah’s complaints can be similar to ours. Why
do evil people prosper in this world?
4. How honest are you with God?
5. Have you ever accused God of being unfair?

is okay to tell God how we feel. It is not a sin
to question God. But we must be ready to
listen to the answer.
God understands us. He knows when
we feel stress. He sees when we are being led
by our feelings. God is a very big God. He is
wise enough to know the reasons for our
questions. He is tough enough to handle our
complaints. Trust God even when times are
hard.
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Jeremiah 11:18-20; 12:1-3; 15:15-18;
20:10-13

Your name, O Lord God of All.
17 I did not sit with those who were having fun,

11:18 The Lord made it known to me and I knew

and I was not full of joy. I sat alone because Your

it. You showed me the sinful things they did.

hand was upon me. For You had filled me with

19 But I was like a gentle lamb led to be killed. I

hate for their sin.

did not know that they had made plans against

18 Why is there no end to my pain? And why will

me, saying, “Let us destroy the tree with its fruit.

my hurt not be healed? Will You be to me like a

Let us cut him off from the land of the living, that

river that flows with water some of the time and is

his name be remembered no more.”

dry at other times?

20 But, O Lord of All, Who is right as He judges,
Who tests the heart and the mind, let me see You

20:10 For I have heard many speaking in secret,

punish them. For I have put my cause before

saying, “Fear and trouble is on every side! Speak

You.

against him! Yes, let us speak against him!” All
my trusted friends, watching for my fall, say, “It

12:1 You are right and good, O Lord, when I

may be that he will be fooled. Then we can get

complain to You about my trouble. Yet I would

power over him and punish him.”

like to talk with You about what is fair. Why

11 But the Lord is with me like a powerful one

does the way of the sinful go well? Why do all

who causes fear. So those who make it hard for

those who cannot be trusted have it so easy?

me will fall and not have power over me. They

2 You have planted them, and they have taken

will be put to much shame, because their plans

root. They grow and have given fruit. You are

have not gone well. Their shame will last forever

near on their lips but far from their heart.

and will not be forgotten.

3 But You know me, O Lord. You see me. And

12 O Lord of All, You test those who are right and

You test how my heart is with You. Take them

good. You see the mind and the heart. Let me see

off like sheep to be killed. Set them apart for the

You punish them, for I have given my cause to

day of killing.

You.
13 Sing to the Lord! Praise the Lord! For He has

15:15 O Lord, You understand. Remember me

taken the soul of the one in need from the hand of

and visit me. And punish those who make it hard

the sinful.

for me. Do not take me away, for You are slow to
be angry. Know that because of You I suffer and
am put to shame.
16 Your words were found and I ate them. And
Your words became a joy to me and the
happiness of my heart. For I have been called by
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Lesson 5:
God’s Message: Words
That Live Forever

president of the United States. Here is a true
story about him that may surprise you. Did
you know that Thomas Jefferson tried to
create his own Bible? He was devoted to
Jesus’ teachings. But he did not consider
himself a Christian. He only believed that
Jesus was a good teacher. He thought Jesus’
followers exaggerated His teachings.
Jefferson thought the Bible had ruined Jesus’
teachings.

Bible Text
Jeremiah 36:1-6, 8, 22-24, 27-28, 30-31
Memory Verse
“Take another book and write in it all the words
that were in the first book which Jehoiakim the
king of Judah burned.” (Jeremiah 36:28b)
Word List
arrogance: being full of pride
banned: to keep someone or something far away
exaggerate: to make something bigger, larger, or
greater; to lie and stretch the truth
lineage: family tree or heritage; the generations
of a family
proclaimed: to announce a message in public; to
speak loudly

So what did Jefferson do? He sought to
correct the gospels. He thought the gospels
were full of false teachings. Jefferson used a
small knife to cut out only the parts he
thought were true. He glued those parts into a
book. What was left of the gospels? It was not
very much.
Jefferson left out all of the beginning.
Also, he did not believe in anything
supernatural. In his gospels, there is no virgin
birth. There are no angels singing. All of
Jesus’ miracles were taken out. Even the
resurrection is never mentioned.
Jefferson thought Jesus was a great

There is no stopping God’s message.
We cannot destroy God’s Word. Over the
years, many people have tried to destroy the
Bible. Different leaders in history have tried
to ban the Bible. Other leaders have burned
Bibles. But God’s message overcomes all
attempts to destroy it.
Thomas Jefferson was the third

teacher of common sense. And that Jesus had
a good message of love, service and the
difference between right and wrong.
According to Jefferson, Jesus was God. But
Jefferson did not believe Jesus sent the Holy
Spirit.
Jefferson called his new book, The Life
and Morals of Jesus of Nazareth. But he never
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published it. You can see the Jefferson Bible

religious. He called for a day of fasting. He

today. It is on display at the National Museum

wanted God’s help against his enemies in

of American History’s Smithsonian

Babylon. But the king would not listen to

Institution.

God. He wanted to do all the talking. The king

There are still billions of Bibles in print

tried to escape God’s judgment. He thought

and online. Jefferson’s attempt to edit the

God could be controlled. But God would not

gospels failed. Even the President of the

allow that.

United States could not get rid of God’s word.

Baruch was Jeremiah’s partner in
ministry. Jeremiah could not go to the

Stopping the Messenger
In Jeremiah’s time, God’s people

Temple. He told Baruch to read the scroll in
the Temple. So Baruch proclaimed the

ignored God’s word for many years. Their

message that God gave to Jeremiah (v. 18).

leaders even tried to destroy it. Jeremiah

The king’s men heard what was happening.

warned them. He told them to repent and

The king wanted to hear the message for

return to God. The people got tired of hearing

himself. They invited Baruch to bring the

this. They wanted Jeremiah to go away. The

scroll to the king. God’s message did not go

religious leaders tried to silence him.

away. His message was getting harder and

Remember Jeremiah’s “Temple

harder to ignore.

Sermon?” The people were probably tired of
hearing it. So Jeremiah was banned from

Trying to Destroy the Message

going to the Temple. Can you imagine that?

King Jehoiakim thought he could

What if our pastors were banned from coming

destroy God’s message. He was a wicked

to church because we did not like the

king. He heard the message read aloud. The

message? What would that say about our

king cut the scroll into pieces. He threw God’s

hearts? This is what happened to Jeremiah.

words into the fire and burned them up. The

The people would not listen. God would

king was very arrogant.

deliver the message another way. God told

The king’s men asked him not to do

Jeremiah to write down the message. So he

this. But the king did it anyway. He had no

wrote it on a scroll.

respect for God’s words. The king and his
men were not sorry for their actions. The

Delivering the Message

king’s heart was very hard against God. The

King Jehoiakim was trying to act

king tried to arrest Jeremiah and Baruch. But
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God hid them (v. 26).
The scroll was destroyed. But God’s

Things to Remember
We are blessed to have the Bible in

message was not destroyed. Yes, the king had

many versions. In many areas of the world,

completely burned up the scroll. But God

the Bible has been banned. It is illegal to own

asked Jeremiah to take a new scroll and write

a Bible. We should pray for people who are in

the words again. This scroll had the same

these areas of the world. We should stop and

message as the first. It also added words of

thank God for His Word in our lives.

judgment against the wicked king. God

We need to embrace God’s message,

promised to end the king’s lineage. No more

not destroy it. There are many ways we can

kings would come from Jehoiakim’s family.

destroy God’s message. The world is looking

God would bring His full judgment on the

for God’s message in the lives of Christians.

people.

The world sees the message of our lives. They
know if it matches the message of the Bible.
The world is watching. Christians who
argue too much about the Bible can destroy
God’s message. Christians who judge others

Things to Think About

can destroy the message. Christ-followers who

1.God’s message will live forever. In what ways has
His word been proven true?

refuse to love and forgive each other can

2. Different people have different reactions to the
Bible. We can accept it, ignore it, or try to destroy it.
What is your reaction?

remember to live God’s message out in front

3. In what ways have you taken a stand in
proclaiming God's message?

Word. It will live forever. We can base our

4. How does the world try to destroy God’s
message?

to destroy it, it will still be true.

5. The world is watching us. The message of our
lives needs to match the message of the Bible.
Where does your life match up to the Bible? Where
does it need work?
6. We cannot stop God’s message. How does this
promise bring you hope for your life?

destroy the message. We must always
of others.
We can trust the message of God’s
lives on God’s message. Even when people try
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Jeremiah 36:1-6, 8, 22-24, 27-28, 30-31

22 It was the ninth month, and the king was

1 In the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of

sitting in the winter house with a fire burning

Josiah, king of Judah, this word came to

in the fireplace in front of him.

Jeremiah from the Lord, saying,

23 When Jehudi had read three or four parts,

2 “Take a book and write in it all the words

the king cut them with a small knife and threw

which I have said to you about Israel, Judah,

them into the fire in the fireplace. He did this

and all the nations. Write all I have said since

until the book was destroyed in the fire.

the day I first spoke to you, from the days of

24 The king and all his servants who heard all

Josiah until today.

these words were not afraid, and they did not

3 It may be that the house of Judah will hear

tear their clothes.

all the trouble I am planning to bring on them,
so that everyone will turn from his sinful way.

27 Now the Word of the Lord came to

Then I will forgive their wrong-doing and

Jeremiah after the king had burned the book

their sin.”

with the words Jeremiah had told Baruch to

4 So Jeremiah called Baruch, the son of

write down. The Lord said,

Neriah. And Baruch wrote in the book all the

28 “Take another book and write in it all the

words which Jeremiah told him that the Lord

words that were in the first book which

had said to him.

Jehoiakim the king of Judah burned.

5 Then Jeremiah said to Baruch, “I am shut
up here and cannot go into the house of the

30 So this is what the Lord says about

Lord.

Jehoiakim king of Judah: “He will have no one

6 So you go to the Lord’s house on the special to sit on the throne of David. And his dead
day of no food, and read to the people the

body will be thrown out to the heat of the day

words of the Lord which you have written

and the cold of the night.

down as I told them to you. And also read

31 I will punish him and his children and his

them to all the people of Judah who come

servants for their sin. And I will bring on them

from their cities.

and the people of Jerusalem and the men of
Judah all the trouble that I have said would

8 Baruch the son of Neriah did all that
Jeremiah the man of God told him. He read
from the book the words of the Lord in the
Lord’s house.

come to them, because they would not listen.”
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Lesson 6:
Staying Strong: Facing the
Punishment for Sin

Everyone else is ready to ride. So you decide
to give it a try.
The first hour waiting in line is really
bad. The second hour is just terrible. And
your family is still not at the front. Other
people in line say it will only be a few more
minutes. The line seems like it will take
longer than that. You just have to make the
best of a bad situation.
The message in Jeremiah 29 is similar

Bible Text
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14
Memory Verse
“’For I know the plans I have for you,’ says the
Lord, ‘plans for well-being and not for trouble, to
give you a future and a hope.’” (Jeremiah 29:11)
Word List
circumstances: the events and actions that
happen around a person
emphasis: importance; special attention paid to
something
exiles: people who have been forced to move out
of their home land
false prophet: someone who says they are
speaking for God, but they do not speak truth
prosper: to do well; to thrive; to flourish; to
succeed
stability: to remain strong or to be consistent

to this. Some of God’s people were living in
Jerusalem. But others were living as exiles.
They were living in Babylon, not in
Jerusalem. They were experiencing God’s
judgment for ignoring Him. They were not
free people. They had been suffering for a
long time. Jeremiah instructed them to make
the best of a bad situation.
What should we do when we are not
where we want to be? Jeremiah’s letter can
help answer this question. It is a letter sent to
God’s people who are living in exile.
Finding God’s Perspective
This situation did not look good for
God’s people. They were having a hard time

Imagine that you are at a fun park.

understanding why this would happen. But

There are many exciting rides and different

God’s message through Jeremiah had come

things to do. Your kids talk you into riding a

true. The people were still focused on

rollercoaster. But the line is long. You will

changing their circumstances. They were not

have to wait for over two hours! What do you

focused on changing their hearts. They

do? It is already 100 degrees outside.

needed to see things from God’s view.
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Seeing things through God’s eyes helps

exiled than be in Jerusalem (vv. 16-18). Yes,

us get past our circumstances. We stop asking

the people were suffering God's judgment.

God why bad things are happening. We start

But they were being protected at the same

asking God what he wants to teach us through

time. Those in Jerusalem would suffer even

the bad times. Difficult times do not always

more judgment.

mean judgment. God may want to teach us
something in the hard times.

Jeremiah’s message told the people to
focus on returning to God rather than
returning home. It does not matter where we

Prosper Where God Places You

live. God always calls his people to live for

There was another obstacle that God’s

Him. We can prosper wherever God puts us if

people had to overcome. They put too much

we keep following Him.

emphasis on the land God pr omised them.
The Promised Land was more important to
them than the One who promised the land.

Refusing False Promises
Many leaders were encouraging the

They were getting their identity from the

exiles to believe their exile would be over

Promised Land instead of from God. They

soon (vv. 8-9). One of those leaders was

thought they were special because of where

named Shemaiah. He was one of those false

they lived. They did not understand that they

prophets opposing J er emiah. His message

were special because they belonged to God.

was a lie. It was not from God. These liars

Many people were taken out of the land

offered God’s people false hope from the

during exile. So many of God’s people lost

beginning. First they had told the people not

their sense of identity.

to worry. They said that God’s judgment was

How could they live with purpose if
they were not living at home? Jeremiah
comforted them. He reassured them that they

not coming at all. Then they kept saying that
God’s judgment would be over soon.
People that go through hard times need

were still God's people. He told them to avoid

to have hope. They want to hear good news. It

feeling sorry for themselves. Instead, he told

is easy to listen to a false message of hope.

them that they should carry on with their lives.
Jeremiah said God’s people should not

These false prophets were promising
hope based on changing the situation. But

be mad at their enemies for taking their land.

Jeremiah gave them a different message. This

They should pray for security and stability.

message was based on God’s truth. Nothing

Actually Jeremiah told them it was better to be

was going to change any time soon. They
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would be in Babylon for 70 years.
God’s people need to understand the

verse in the Bible. It gave God’s people real
hope. God is very interested in His people. He

difference between true and false voices.

had a future plan to bless them with “well-

True prophets like Jeremiah always call the

being.” Jeremiah wrote these words in the

people to repent and return to God. They

Hebrew language. The Hebrew words in this

deliver God’s message even if it was bad

verse mean peace or wholeness. God did not

news. False prophets seem to offer

promise Judah wealth or prosperity. He did

comforting words only. They do not warn the

not promise nice things or easy times. God

people about God’s judgment.

promised them a life of peace through all the

Yes, false messages sound good. But
they are not based in God’s truth. We can

bad times.
This kind of life is found by seeking

become confused if we follow and believe

God. This was Jeremiah’s message (vv. 12-

these false messages.

13). He encouraged the people to seek God.
What an important message! We should not

Seeking God's Face
Jeremiah 29:11 is a very memorable

always seek to change our situation. We
should always seek God in every situation.
This is how God’s people can get through

Things to Think About
1. When was the last time you found yourself at a
place in life where you did not want to be? What
happened?
2. Are you waiting for things to change before you
obey God? We should not try to change our
surroundings before we change ourselves.

hard times. This is how they can experience
the promise of peace.
Things to Remember
Everyone goes through hard times.
There are some things we can do. First, we
should see our situation through God’s eyes.

3. When life does not go our way, sometimes we
focus on the obstacles more than God.

We should ask for His understanding. We

4. When we suffer the results of bad choices, we
need to focus on the bigger picture. What is God
trying to teach us during this time?

trying to teach us something.

5. In what ways are you prospering where God has
placed you?

people to prosper where He put them. We can

6. How can you help someone else experience
God's peace in life's difficult places?

purpose even during difficult times. We can

should ask God the right questions. He may be
Next, we should embrace God’s plan
for where He places us. God wanted His
follow the same message. We can live with
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live with purpose even if we are not where we

For if it is well with the city you live in, it will

want to be.

be well with you.’

Also, we must be careful not to believe

8 For the Lord of All, the God of Israel, says,

any false messages of hope. Trust what God

‘Do not let the people among you who tell

says. And do not try to change what you

what is going to happen in the future and those

cannot change.

who use their secret ways fool you. Do not

Finally, we should always seek God’s

listen to their dreams.

face. The blessing He promises during hard

9 For they speak false words to you in My

times is not the blessing of riches or nice

name. I have not sent them,’ says the Lord.

things. The blessing He gives is His presence

10 “For the Lord says, ‘When seventy years

and His peace.

are completed for Babylon, I will visit you and

——————————
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14

keep My promise to you. I will bring you back
to this place.

29 These are the words of the letter which

11 For I know the plans I have for you,’ says

Jeremiah the man of God sent from Jerusalem

the Lord, ‘plans for well-being and not for

to the leaders, the religious leaders, the men

trouble, to give you a future and a hope.

of God, and all the people whom

12 Then you will call upon Me and come and

Nebuchadnezzar had taken away from

pray to Me, and I will listen to you.

Jerusalem to Babylon.

13 You will look for Me and find Me, when
you look for Me with all your heart.

4 “This is what the Lord of All, the God of

14 I will be found by you,’ says the Lord.

Israel, says to all of His people who have

‘And I will bring you back and gather you

been sent from Jerusalem to Babylon:

from all the nations and all the places where I

5 ‘Build houses and live in them. Plant

have made you go,’ says the Lord. ‘I will bring

gardens and eat their fruit.

you back to the place from where I sent you

6 Take wives and become the fathers of sons

away.’

and daughters. And take wives for your sons
and give your daughters in marriage, that they
may give birth to sons and daughters. Become
many there, and do not let your number
become less.
7 Work for the well-being of the city where I
have sent you to and pray to the Lord for this.
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Lesson 7:
Surrender: Stop Fighting
Against God

on Election Day. Later you find out the leader
you voted for lost the election. How do you
respond to God?
Everybody wants to be a winner.
Everybody likes to feel like God is on their
side. This happens a lot when we choose
leaders for our government. One group claims
Jesus is on their side. The opposite group
claims the same thing. Everybody wants God
to be on their side.

Bible Text
Jeremiah 21:1-10; 38:1-6

This may sound silly. But it happens in
every election. Americans choose sides. Both

Memory Verse
“I Myself will fight against you with My hand out
and with a strong arm, in much anger.” (Jeremiah
21:5 )

sides claim they know what is best for the

Word List
assumed: to believe something without proof; to
presume to know something
depressed: to be heavy-hearted or unhappy
guarantee: a promise or certainty
tension: conflict; stress or strain that comes from
two things working against each other

country more than another.

country. And both sides claim that God is on
their side. But God does not love one leader
over another. Actually, God does not love one
People who love their country more
than anything are called patriots. In America,
patriots get excited about freedom. They are
passionate about their beliefs. Patrick Henry
is an important man in American history. He

In America, our citizens have important fought in the Revolutionary War. In 1775 he
decisions to make about who should lead our said, “Give me liberty, or give me death.” He
country. Americans vote in elections. This is

did not want to live a life without freedom.

how we choose leaders for our communities,

He was a true American patriot.

cities, states and countries.
Imagine you are voting in the next

The people in Jeremiah’s time were
very patriotic, too. They had strong feelings

election. You pray to God for wisdom. You

about their nation. It was important to them as

want to vote for the right person. You want to

a nation to be known as God’s people. God

vote for a leader who pleases God. God

had always fought for them. They assumed

guides you in making your choice. You vote

that God would always fight on their behalf.
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In Lesson 2, we saw that Judah took God’s

thought that God would always be on their

presence for granted. They connected God’s

side. They were God’s chosen people! The

presence with the Temple. They believed they

people of Judah thought their nation could not

could find God’s presence in the Temple even

be separated from God’s presence. Why

if their hearts were far from God. Jeremiah

would God do this?

told them this was not true. Jeremiah 21 and
Jeremiah 38 teach us something similar.

Jeremiah’s message from God revealed
another hard lesson that God’s people needed
to learn. God may work against His people to

Seeking God Too Late
Babylon was waging war against Judah.

accomplish His purposes. Judah had to learn
that faith in the one, true God is the most

And Babylon was winning. But Judah’s king

important thing. It was even more important

sent two priests to see Jeremiah. He wanted a

than their reputation as God’s chosen people.

message of hope. The king wanted Jeremiah

The people of Judah were patriotic about their

to ask God for a favor (21:2). He wanted God

country. But they were not loyal to their God.

to perform a miracle. The king wanted God to

God is more important than any country.

guarantee J udah’s victory.
But Judah’s king was too late. Jeremiah
had warned Judah about being conquered.

Accepting Defeat
Jeremiah’s words were hard to accept.

God said it would happen. The people had

God gave Judah a final choice. They could

been clearly warned. Babylon’s attack should

stay in Jerusalem and keep fighting. But God

have been no surprise.

would not give them victory over Babylon. Or
they could surrender and give up. They could

Learning to Surrender
Jeremiah spoke to the LORD. He had a

stop fighting against God’s decision.
If they chose to stay and fight, they

message for the king. God was going to cause

would die. Their options were not very good.

the people’s weapons of war to turn against

They would die in battle, or by famine, or by

them (21:3-7). Judah’s weapons would be

disease. But if God’s people chose to

useless. The people assumed that Jeremiah

surrender to Babylon, they would live. Yes,

would bring a message of victory. This

the people’s lives would be spared. They

message was very shocking.

would go into captivity. They would join the

The people could not believe it. Their
world was turned upside down. God’s people

others who obeyed and left Jerusalem earlier.
It is true that they had to surrender to
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the Babylonians. But they needed to

The king and his men were not focused

surrender their old ideas and beliefs about

on what God said. They loved their nation

God, too. We may not ever be faced with

more than they loved God’s words. They

such a choice. But we may need to give up

could not accept Jeremiah’s message as a

our wrong ideas about God, too. God cannot

word from God. They felt Jeremiah’s words

be limited by our ideas about Him. In the

went against Judah. It was just not believable!

Book of Isaiah God says, “‘For My thoughts

Judah’s leaders feared Jeremiah’s

are not your thoughts, and My ways are not

message. Jeremiah’s words would discourage

your ways,’ says the Lord” (Isaiah 55:8).

the soldiers (38:4). The troops in battle would
get depressed. Judah’s leaders saw Jeremiah

Telling the Truth No Matter What
Jeremiah’s message caused great
tension for God’s people. But he kept
preaching it. It made some men very angry.

as a traitor to his own country. The leaders
said Jeremiah was against Judah. They wanted
to kill him.
They threw Jeremiah into a deep well

The king and all of his men wanted to stay

full of mud (38:6). This was his prison. He

and fight the Babylonians. They wanted to

was rescued by a brave Ethiopian. He brought

preserve the city. They said they must stay

some old clothes from the king’s closet. He

and protect their nation.

brought some men to help pull up Jeremiah
from the sinking mud. For Jeremiah, serving

Things to Think About

God continued to be difficult.

1. How does being a patriot get in the way of your
relationship with God? With other Christians?
2. When God warns us over and over again, His
patience may run out. What does that look like to
you?
3. Have you ever felt like it was too late to ask God
for help?
4. Describe a time when you stood by your
convictions, and it made you look like you were not
supporting your country.
5. In what ways have you paid the price for putting
God first?

Things to Remember
God wants simple obedience from the
beginning. We should never wait to seek God.
It may be too late like it was for Judah.
God does not love one nation over
another nation. He does not play favorites.
God is looking for people who obey Him
completely. He wants our love for Him to be
more important than any love we have for our
own nation.
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Jeremiah 21:1-10; 38:1-6

and by hunger and by disease. But he who goes

21:1 This is the word which came to Jeremiah

out and gives himself up to the Babylonians

from the Lord when King Zedekiah sent to him

whose armies shut you in will live, he will at least

Pashhur the son of Malchijah, and Zephaniah the

have his life.

religious leader, the son of Maaseiah, saying,

10 For I have set My face against this city for

2 “Will you speak to the Lord about us? For King

trouble and not for good,” says the Lord. “It will

Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon is making war

be given to the king of Babylon, and he will burn

against us. It may be that the Lord will do

it with fire.”’

something for us like He did in times past, and
make him leave us.”

38:1 Now Shaphatiah the son of Mattan, Gedaliah

3 Then Jeremiah said to them, “Say this to

the son of Pashhur, Jucal the son of Shelemiah,

Zedekiah:

and Pashhur the son of Malchijah heard Jeremiah

4 ‘The Lord God of Israel says, “See, I will turn

telling all the people,

against you the objects of war you are using to

2 “The Lord says, ‘He who stays in this city will

fight with against the king of Babylon and the

die by the sword and by hunger and by disease.

Babylonians who are gathered outside the wall to

But he who goes over to the Babylonians will live.

shut you in. And I will bring them into the center

He will get away with his life and live.’

of this city.

3 The Lord says, ‘For sure this city will be given

5 I Myself will fight against you with My hand

to the army of the king of Babylon, and he will

out and with a strong arm, in much anger.

take it.’”

6 I will kill both man and animal in this city.

4 Then the leaders said to the king, “Now let this

They will die of a bad disease.

man be put to death. For he is making the hearts of

7 After this,” says the Lord, “I will give over

the men of war weak who are left in this city, and

Zedekiah king of Judah, his servants, and the

of all the people, by saying such words to them.

people who were not killed in this city by the

This man does not care about the well-being of

disease, the sword, and hunger. I will give them

these people, but instead wants them hurt.”

into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of

5 So King Zedekiah said, “He is in your hands.

Babylon, and into the hand of those who hate

The king can do nothing against you.”

them, and into the hand of those who want to kill

6 So they took Jeremiah and put him into the well

them. And he will kill them with the sword. He

of Malchijah the king’s son, in the open space of

will not let them live or have pity for them.”’

the prison, letting him down with ropes. There

8 “Also tell the people, ‘The Lord says, “See, I

was no water in the well, but only mud. And

set before you the way of life and the way of

Jeremiah went down into the mud.

death.
9 He who lives in this city will die by the sword
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Lesson 8:
A New Beginning:
God’s Promise
for the Future

need to invest in their marriage. Parents
should invest in their children. Bosses should
invest in their workers. This is how trust
grows between people. Relationships that are
broken cannot move forward. It does not feel
good when two people are stuck.
It is the same with God. He wants a
relationship with us. And God has invested a
lot, too. But many times we feel like our
relationship is broken. We wonder if God
loves us. We forget to be honest and confess

Bible Text
Jeremiah 31:27-34; 32:1-15
Memory Verse
“I will put My Law into their minds. And I will write
it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will
be My people.” (Jeremiah 31:33b)
Word List
assurance: a promise that brings comfort
concerned: showing care about something or
interest in something
invest: giving or devoting time, money, or energy
to someone or something
paralyzed: to be unable to move; without motion
witnesses: people who watch an event and see it
with their own eyes
We can invest in many things. Some

sin. We know something is wrong. But we do
not know how to move forward. That is when
confusion comes.
Confusion brings us to a standstill. God
does not want us confused. He does not want
us to be paralyzed. He wants us to trust Him
and move forward with Him. We do this by
accepting His plan for today. But we also
must believe His promise for tomorrow.
Finding the Future (31:27-30)
Jeremiah’s message in Chapter 31
brings hope. There is hope because the hard
times will end. God reminds them of their

people invest money in the stock market.

relationship with Him. God has not

Others invest time in a hobby. We all like to

abandoned His people. They still belong to

invest in fun activities. But some things are

God. They needed to hear this message of

worth more than others.

assurance.

Our relationships are very valuable. We
should invest in people. Husbands and wives

Think about little children who receive
discipline. They need to be reassured after
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they are corrected. They need to be reminded

do. They would not be ignorant of God’s

of their parent’s love for them. God’s people

laws. There would not be any confusion. The

were like children. They needed to know that

God’s Spirit would be in each person to help

God still loved them. We need assurance from

them do the right things. This is the New Way

God, too. Yes, God is in control during the

of Worship.

hard times. He is in control during in the good

God made an agreement with Israel

times, too. And during it all, God’s people

during Moses’s time. But God’s people broke

belong to Him.

their agreement with God. They were not

Jeremiah’s message is hopeful. The
time of destruction would not last forever. The
time for rebuilding would soon be here. The

faithful, but God remained faithful. God was
willing to commit to them in a new way.
This shows what God is really like. He

people did not have control of their lives. But

loves His people! This is His nature. He is not

God’s purposes were being fulfilled. They

a God of anger. He is a faithful God of love.

would repent of their sin. They would return

God is love (1 John 4:8). He wants to forgive

to God. Their renewed commitment would

and show compassion. God is concerned

come from much suffering.

about people’s hearts. Receiving this New

Jeremiah’s message was different this
time. God’s promise would go beyond giving
them back their nation. It wasn’t just a new

Way of Worship means our hearts can truly
change.
The New Way of Worship came with

label for God’s people. His promise would

Jesus Christ. Jesus died on the cross so we

give them a new heart.

could have this New Way of Worship. Jesus
said, “This cup is the New Way of Worship

Receiving a New Way of Worship

made between God and you by My blood”

Jeremiah spoke of a New Way of

(1 Cor. 11:25). Jeremiah spoke of this so long

Worship (31:31-34). God would not add more

ago. Today Christians live in this New Way of

to His Law. Instead, God would write His

Worship. The life of Jesus makes it possible

Law on people’s hearts. Indeed, this was a

for our hearts to change.

new idea. A time was coming when God’s
people would have God’s Law within them.

Acting on Faith

This New Way of Worship was

Jeremiah’s hope for the future was

different than the Old Way of Worship.

confirmed by God. Jeremiah had been

People would not need to tell others what to

arrested. He was talking to the king. He
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received a word from God. Jeremiah told the

hopeful future. One day Jeremiah’s land

king the message that God gave to him.

would have a home, farm, and a vineyard.

This is what God said would happen.

Jeremiah bought this land as an act of faith.

Jeremiah’s uncle would come to him. He

He believed God’s words. He had faith that

would offer Jeremiah the right to purchase a

God planned a good future for him. The Bible

field. It was a family matter. Jeremiah would

says, “Now faith is being sure we will get

buy the field in front of witnesses. The legal

what we hope for. It is being sure of what we

deed would be sealed for all to see. This

cannot see” (Hebrews 11:1).

happened just like God said it would.
This was a common practice in
Jeremiah’s time. But this deal was far from

Things to Remember
Jeremiah delivered God’s message. It

common. Think about Jeremiah’s situation.

was a promise of new life and a New Way of

He was under arrest at the king’s palace. His

Worship. We are living in that New Way of

home town was completely captured. God’s

Worship through Jesus. God is true to His

people had been completely defeated. And

Word. We should trust Him more and more.

God told him to purchase land in the tradition
of his family. Why did God say this?
God’s words pointed Jeremiah to a

Things to Think About
1. When we break our promises to God, He is still
faithful. Have you always believed this?

God’s people are never hopeless. Going
through hard times can hurt our faith. But
God’s promises are sure. We can hold onto
God’s message of hope. We can receive
courage to face another day.
Jeremiah acted on God’s words. We
should act on God’s promises. This is how we

2. How can we believe things are going to get better
again when things are bad?

live by faith. This is how we grow in our faith.

3. What does it mean to have God’s Law written on
your heart? How do people change on the inside?

——————————

4. In what ways does your church help encourage
others who are going through difficult times?
5. How was Jeremiah’s land purchase reveal his
faith?
6. Describe a time when you expressed hope and
faith during a difficult situation.

Put into practice what God has said.
Jeremiah 31:27-34; 32:1-15
31:27 “See, the days are coming,” says the Lord,
“when I will plant the people of Israel and the
people of Judah with the seed of man and the seed
of animal.
28 And as I have watched over them to pull up, to
break down, to take power away, to destroy, and
to bring trouble, so I will watch over them to
build and to plant,” says the Lord.
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29 “In those days they will no longer say, ‘The
fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children
got the sour taste.’
30 But everyone will die for his own sin. Each
man who eats the sour grapes will get the sour
taste.
31 The days are coming,” says the Lord, “when I
will make a New Way of Worship for the Jews
and those of the family group of Judah.
32 The New Way of Worship will not be like the
Old Way of Worship I gave to their early fathers.
That was when I took them by the hand and led
them out of Egypt. But they did not follow the
Old Way of Worship, even when I was a husband
to them,” says the Lord.
33 “This is the New Way of Worship that I will
give to the Jews. When that day comes,” says the
Lord, “I will put My Law into their minds. And I
will write it on their hearts. I will be their God,
and they will be My people.
34 No one will need to teach his neighbor or his
brother to know the Lord. All of them will
already know Me from the least to the greatest,”
says the Lord. “I will forgive their sins. I will
remember their sins no more.”
32:1 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from
the Lord in the tenth year of Zedekiah king of
Judah, which was the eighteenth year of
Nebuchadnezzar.
2 At that time the army of the king of Babylon
was around Jerusalem. And Jeremiah the man of
God was shut up in the open space of the prison,
in the house of the king of Judah.
3 For King Zedekiah of Judah had shut him up,
saying, “Why do you speak these things in the
Lord’s name? You have said, ‘This is what the
Lord says: “I am giving this city to the king of
Babylon, and he will take it.
4 King Zedekiah of Judah will not get away from
the Babylonians. For sure he will be given into
the hand of the king of Babylon. He will speak

with him face to face and see him eye to eye.
5 He will take Zedekiah to Babylon, and he will
be there until I visit him,” says the Lord. “If you
fight against the Babylonians, you will not win.”’”
6 Jeremiah said, “The Word of the Lord came to
me, saying,
7 ‘Hanamel, the son of your father’s brother
Shallum, will come to you and say, “Buy my field
at Anathoth. For because of your place in the
family you have the right to buy it.”’
8 Then Hanamel, the son of my father’s brother,
came to me in the open space of the prison, as the
Word of the Lord had said. And he said to me,
‘Buy my field at Anathoth in the land of
Benjamin. For you have the right to own it.
Because of your place in the family you have the
right, so buy it for yourself.’ Then I knew that this
was the Word of the Lord.
9 So I bought the field at Anathoth from Hanamel,
the son of my father’s brother. And I weighed out
seventeen pieces of silver for him.
10 I wrote my name and put my mark on the
agreement, and called in people to watch. And I
weighed the silver.
11 Then I took the agreement which showed that I
had bought the field, both the agreement which
was not to be opened, and the open one.
12 And I gave the written agreement to Baruch the
son of Neriah, the son of Mahseiah. This was seen
by Hanamel, the son of my father’s brother, and
by those who watched me write my name on the
agreement, and by all the Jews who were sitting in
the open space of the prison.
13 I said to Baruch in front of them,
14 ‘This is what the Lord of All, the God of Israel,
says: “Take these agreements, both the closed and
open one, and put them in a clay jar so they may
last a long time.”
15 For the Lord of All, the God of Israel, says,
“Houses and fields and grape-fields will again be
bought in this land.”’
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Lesson 9:
Ezekiel: A Messenger
Away From Home

The Jews in Babylon felt cut off from
God’s presence. The Temple was in
Jerusalem. But they were in a foreign country.
Had God forgotten about them? Would God
protect them? They had many thoughts and
questions. God responded to His people. He
chose a special messenger to speak His words
to them. Ezekiel was in Babylon as an exile
when God chose him as His special
messenger.

Bible Text
Ezekiel 1:28; 2:1-10; 3:1-4
Memory Verse
“’Son of man, eat this book that I give you and fill
your stomach with it.’ So I ate it, and it was as
sweet as honey in my mouth.” (Ezekiel 3:3)

Ezekiel was a contemporary of
Jeremiah. They lived at the same time. They
both served God at the same time. Jeremiah’s
ministry started first. Ezekiel’s ministry
started a little bit later. Jeremiah was older.
Ezekiel was younger. Both men were born

Word List
busywork: work that keeps people busy but does
not have any value
communicate: to talk, speak or share ideas; to
make another understand something
contemporary: someone who lives at the same
time or alongside, a present-day peer
supreme: strongest, most important, most
powerful
Ezekiel’s story begins in the middle of

into a family of priests. Both men were
chosen to be special messengers called
prophets. But Jeremiah served God at home in
Jerusalem. And Ezekiel served God away
from home in Babylon.
Ezekiel’s vision of God was very
beautiful (1:28). God assured the young priest
that He was with the people. God was

Jeremiah’s story. The king of Babylon was

watching over them. He expected them to

conquering Jerusalem. He captured three

obey His laws.

different groups in Jerusalem. Ezekiel was
part of the second group who were captured.
Babylon’s king took them away from

Standing in God’s Strength
Ezekiel could have served in the

Jerusalem to live in Babylon. They lived as

Temple. He grew up studying the Law. He

exiles in Babylon. This happened in the

was probably trained to serve in the Temple.

middle of Jeremiah’s service to God.

But Jerusalem was far away now. Ezekiel had
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a different job. He would speak to God’s

the Old Testament. Some served as prophets.

people in Babylon.

Some served God as priests. A few men

This was an important thing. Hearing
from God outside of Jerusalem was very
meaningful to God’s people. Ezekiel’s

served God as kings or judges. A woman
served God as a judge, too.
These people served God in different

ministry was truly from God. He had God’s

times of their lives. Sometimes their service

authority to speak God’s message.

lasted a lifetime. Sometimes their service

God gave Ezekiel the power to stand on

lasted for a shorter time. These people all had

his feet (2:1-2). He would deliver God’s

different personalities and strengths. They had

message in a faraway land. Ezekiel would

different flaws and weaknesses. They all had

need God’s help all the way. God told Ezekiel

one thing in common. They needed God.

it would be tough. Judah would not listen.

They needed Him in different ways. But they

God’s people would continue to disobey

needed Him for the same reason. God’s

(2:3-7). This was the same warning God gave

servants need His strength to obey. No one

to Jeremiah. The choice to obey God’s request

can do it by themselves.

was no light decision. Ezekiel chose to obey.

Think about it. God knew how to get
each person’s attention. God knew how to

Tasting Obedience
The visions God gave Ezekiel were

communicate his wor ds to differ ent people.
God knew how make them understand. Joshua

very creative and different. God told Ezekiel

needed assurance (Joshua 1:5-9). Elisha saw

to eat the scroll (3:1-4). This shows that God

the chariot of fire (2 Kings 2:11-12). Gideon

would give Ezekiel the words to say. His

threw down the wool blanket (Judges 6).

words would be inside Ezekiel. Ezekiel would

Barack needed Deborah (Judges 4-5). Even

share God’s message with His people. Ezekiel

Solomon asked for wisdom (1 Kings 3:1-15).

chose to obey God’s request. And God’s

God helped them all.

words tasted sweet in his mouth.
God’s people would have a choice.

God provided for them. He helped them
with their belief and obedience. Yes, these

They could repent and follow God. Or they

servants were different in many ways. But

could keep sinning. It was a simple choice.

each person saw God’s authority. They
understood His power in all things. And

God’s Chooses Different People to Serve
Many different people served God in

God’s Spirit helped each of them.
This happened to Ezekiel, too. God
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reminded Ezekiel of something important in a

thrones. They rule and reign over the people

vision. God’s glory cannot be contained in

from their thrones. This helped Ezekiel see

the Temple. God’s presence cannot be limited

that God is in control.

to a building. Divine power cannot be
controlled by man-made boundaries.
God gave Ezekiel a special vision (1:1)

These images helped Ezekiel move
forward in obedience to God. He would be
able to endure the hard times. In really bad

He helped Ezekiel see a special picture.

times, the memory of that vision would

Ezekiel saw heavenly creatures traveling

encourage him. Ezekiel could be sure that God

freely back and forth. He also saw flying

sees and knows everything. Yes, Ezekiel’s

wheels covered with eyes that roam all the

task was a difficult one. But God showed

earth. This picture showed Ezekiel that God’s

Himself to Ezekiel in a special way. And that

presence is everywhere. This showed him

is always a blessing.

that God knows everything. He cares for His
people. God watches over His people. He
watched His people even when they are in
exile.

Things to Remember
God is the one who defines our role in
His kingdom work. Since God knows

In his vision Ezekiel saw God’s
heavenly throne. Only supreme kings sit on

Things to Think About
1. Why might the exiles in Babylon have felt that
God had forgotten them?
2. How did God use Ezekiel’s vision to call Ezekiel to
serve Him?

everything, we should listen to Him. He
knows best how we can serve Him. We should
not choose for ourselves how we serve God.
Instead, we should be willing to serve God in
any way. We should let Him tell us how,
where, and when.
We need God’s Spirit to lead us. Any
task we choose to do is just busywork without

3. In what ways are we called to serve God for a
specific reason or task?

the Spirit’s help. Paul said, “He is working in

4. To what degree are you willing to serve God?

doing what He wants done in you”

5. How can we be certain of the Spirit’s leading?
How have you experienced this in your life?
6. How would you respond to God if your ministry
was going to be hard or challenging? What would
you need?

you. God is helping you obey Him. God is
(Philippians 2:13). Allow God to work in you.
God will reveal His plans to us. He does not
hide His will from us.
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Ezekiel 1:28; 2:1-10; 3:1-4

people. Open your mouth and eat what I am

1:28 This light shining around Him looked

giving you.”

like the rainbow in the clouds on a day of

9 Then I looked and saw that a hand was held

rain. This was what the shining-greatness of

out to me, and there was a book in it.

the Lord looked like. And when I saw it, I fell

10 He held it out in front of me, and it had

on my face and heard a voice speaking.

writing on the front and back. Words of
trouble and sorrow were written on it.

2:1 He said to me, “Son of man, stand on your
feet, and I will speak with you.”

3:1 Then He said to me, “Son of man, eat what

2 And when He spoke to me, the Spirit came

is in front of you. Eat this book, then go and

into me and set me on my feet. I heard Him

speak to the people of Israel.”

speaking to me.

2 So I opened my mouth, and He fed me this

3 He said, “Son of man, I am sending you to

book.

the sons of Israel, to sinful people who have

3 And He said to me, “Son of man, eat this

turned against Me. They and their fathers

book that I give you and fill your stomach with

have sinned against Me to this very day.

it.” So I ate it, and it was as sweet as honey in

4 I am sending you to these strong-willed

my mouth.

children who show no respect. And you must

4 Then He said to me, “Son of man, go to the

say to them, ‘This is what the Lord God says.’

people of Israel, and speak My words to them.

5 If they listen or not (for they are sinful
people) they will know that a man of God has
been among them.
6 And you, son of man, do not be afraid of
them or of what they say, even if thistles and
thorns are with you and you sit on scorpions.
Do not be afraid of what they say or lose
strength of heart by their looks, for they will
not obey Me.
7 You must speak My words to them if they
listen or not, for they do not obey Me.
8 “As for you, son of man, listen to what I am
telling you. Do not be sinful like these sinful
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Lesson 10:
Responsibility: Stop
Blaming Others

The coach suspended those players
from the team. The coach found out that other
teammates knew about the joke. In fact, the
entire team knew it. And they did nothing to
stop it. What did the coach do? He suspended
the entire team from playing.
People thought this was unfair. But all
the boys needed to learn a lesson. They were
not guilty of doing the wrong thing. They
were guilty of not doing the right thing. They
could not blame anyone else for that.

Bible Text
Ezekiel 18:1-18
Memory Verse
“But he walks in My Laws and obeys them. This
man will not die for his father’s sin. He will live for
sure.” (Ezekiel 18:17b)
Word List
accountable: to be held responsible
ancestors: relatives who are in your family tree
but have already died
inherited: to receive something because of family
ties
injustice: unfairness; things that are not right
proverb: a short saying that teaches a truth
tolerated: to allow something to continue
Have you ever watched someone do
something you knew was wrong? Did you say
anything about it? This story happened at a
Christian school sports event. Three star
athletes from one school played a mean joke.
It was the wrong thing to do. It offended
many people.

Blaming Others
Ezekiel brought up a popular saying
about “sour grapes” (v. 2). This was a
common proverb during his time. This
proverb explained how God’s people thought
about God in Ezekiel’s time. They thought
God was unfair. They felt like they were
being punished for things that others did a
long time ago. God’s people were blaming
others for their troubles.
There are important words in the
second of God’s Ten Great Laws. “Do not
worship them or work for them. For I, the
Lord your God, am a jealous God. I punish
the children, even the great-grandchildren, for
the sins of their fathers who hate Me. But I
show loving-kindness to thousands of those
who love Me and keep My Laws” (Exodus
20:5-6). God wanted this to be a warning to
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parents. Sin has an effect on others. God was

worship. They allowed bribes and injustice in

warning parents their sins will have an effect

their courts. They did not speak out against

on their children. We all understand this

sexual sins. Wrong behavior became

concept. But God’s people turned this verse

common. God saw all of this. The people

upside down. They were using it the wrong

could not see it. They were too busy blaming

way. God’s people were suffering God’s

their parents and grandparents. They did not

judgment. They used this verse to blame their

believe that they needed to repent.

parents.
Yes, their ancestors were guilty. God’s
people were guilty of many things. Idol

Accepting Responsibility
God did not like the people’s thinking.

worship was a sin. Mistreating others was a

They were wrong. Ezekiel spoke God’s words

sin. Bribery was a sin. They broke God’s Law

to them (vv. 3-9). God offered His people a

in every way. But the people in Ezekiel’s time

choice. It was the same choice their ancestors

would not take responsibility. They were

heard a long time ago.

guilty, too. But they would not admit it.
God’s people claimed to be innocent.

In the time of Moses, this is what God
said: “I call heaven and earth to speak against

This was a cover-up for their sins. Remember

you today. I have put in front of you life and

the story about the athletes? The same lesson

death, the good and the curse. So choose life

is true for God’s people. God’s people were

so you and your children after you may

not guilty of their ancestor’s sins. But they

live” (Deuteronomy 30:19).

were blaming their ancestors for God’s

God had not changed over the years.

judgment. This kept people from taking

The people had changed. So God reminded

responsibility. They did not do the right thing.

them of this truth. The exiles in Babylon

They could not blame anyone else for that.

could not blame anyone for their condition.

Doing what God says is wrong is

Ezekiel’s generation heard the same thing as

clearly a sin. Failure to do what God says is

Moses’ generation. God’s Law was the center

right is also a sin. God’s people did not stand

of Hebrew living. It was given to Moses.

up for what was right. Think about all the

God’s people had grown up with it. They

things God’s people tolerated. They allowed

probably knew much of it by heart. Yet the

idolatry from many kings. Some even

did not obey.

participated in it themselves. They did not
demand the removal of pagan places of
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Responding to the People’s Excuses
This is God’s response to His people.

being judged for your own sins! Ezekiel called
the people to repent and return to God.

He told a story about a man and his family.
He painted the picture of a good father (vv. 59) and a bad son (vv. 10-13). The son rejected

Pressing the Point
God wanted to make His point clear. He

the father’s good example. This was a

continued the story (vv. 14-18). God described

horrible picture. The son showed no faith in

the man’s grandson. He was a good man. He

God. He broke the entire Law. He only

accepted his grandfather’s example. What was

thought about himself. He used people for

the result? The grandson did not receive

personal gain.

judgment because of his father. The grandson

God then asked a question: Does the

did not receive a reward because of his

goodness of the father save his son from

grandfather. There is no inherited blessing or

God’s judgment? No, of course not! Each

judgment in this situation! God sees each

man is accountable for his own actions. This

person one-by-one. No one can inherit the

is God’s message to His people in exile. Stop

reward or the judgment from the their family.

blaming others! Take responsibility! You are
Things to Remember

Things to Think About
1.Describe a time when you blamed others for your
mistakes.

We can apply this message in many
ways. We cannot blame others for our
disobedience. We are responsible for our
words and actions. It works the other way, too.

2. In what ways do we try to accept the reward for
the righteous actions of others?
3. Mature faith does not make excuses. At what age
did this truth begin to take root in your life?

We should not expect God’s reward because
of someone else’s obedience.
We must confess sin without excuses.
We cannot explain away our mistakes. Being

4. How do you practice being accountable in
Christian community?

honest before God means we let go of

5. What are some things we tolerate that we should
not?

We must examine our own hearts. We should

6. What do you think is the biggest barrier keeping
us from taking responsibility? Why is it so easy to
blame others for our situation?

excuses. We need to stop looking at others.
repent and ask God to help us obey His words.
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Ezekiel 18:1-18

other things

18:1 The Word of the Lord came to me

11 that the father never did. He eats at the

saying,

altars on the mountains, and sins with his

2 “What do you mean by using this saying

neighbor’s wife.

about the land of Israel: ‘The fathers eat the

12 He makes it hard for the poor and those in

sour grapes, but the children get the sour

need, and he steals. He does not keep his

taste’?

promise to pay back what he owes. He looks

3 As I live,” says the Lord God, “you will

up to false gods, and does sinful acts.

never use this saying in Israel again. 4 For all

13 And he makes people pay back more than

souls belong to Me. Both the soul of the

they owe him. Will this man live? He will not

father and the soul of the son are Mine. The

live! He has done all these sinful acts, and for

soul who sins will die.

sure he will die. He will be guilty for his own

5 But if a man is right and good and does

death.

what is right and good,

14 “Now this man may have a son who has

6 he does not eat at the altars on the

seen all the sins his father has done, but does

mountains or look up to the false gods of

not do the same.

Israel. He does not sin with his neighbor’s

15 He does not eat at the altars on the

wife or go near a woman during the time she

mountains or look to the false gods of Israel.

is unclean.

He does not sin with his neighbor’s wife,

7 He does not make it hard for anyone. He

16 or make it hard for anyone. He does not

keeps his promise to pay back what he owes.

keep what another man has given him in trust

He does not steal, but gives his bread to the

for a promise. He does not steal, but he gives

hungry, and gives clothing to those who have

his bread to the hungry and clothing to those

none.

who have none.

8 He does not make others pay back more

17 He keeps away from sin. He does not make

than they owe him. He keeps away from sin,

a person pay back more than he owes him. But

and is an honest judge when men argue.

he walks in My Laws and obeys them. This

9 He walks in My Laws and is careful to obey

man will not die for his father’s sin. He will

them. This man is right and good, and will

live for sure.

live for sure,” says the Lord God.

18 As for his father, because he used his power

10 “But he may have a son who acts in anger

to rob his brother, and did what was wrong

and kills another man, or does any of these

among his people, he will die for his sin.
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learn to love their kids in a new way.
Parents in this situation might have to
learn how to show tough love. Moms and

Prophets of Judgment
and Hope

dads who do this stop protecting their children

Lesson 11:
God’s Love:
Strong Enough to
Teach Hard Lessons

supporting their children’s bad behavior.

from the results of bad choices. They stop
They get very honest about the cost of wrong
choices. Parents who show tough love let
children pay the penalty for their actions.
It is hard for them to watch their
children suffer because of bad choices. They
hope their children will learn hard lessons.

Bible Text
Ezekiel 20:1-32

They hope their children will not make the
same mistakes again. Parents have to be

Memory Verse
“Then I said that I would be angry with them. I
would send My anger against them in the land of
Egypt. But I acted for the good of My
name.” (Ezekiel 20b:8-9a)

strong to show this kind of love. It is hard to

Word List
benefit: to receive an advantage or positive thing
in your life
motivation: the reason why you do something
pagan: godless and evil
reputation: the opinions or beliefs the public has
about someone; renown or public status
withheld: refusing to give

Ezekiel had been serving God for two

When was the last time you were
ignored by someone you loved? That hurts
just thinking about it. Image how parents feel
with their rebellious teenagers. Sometimes
parents lose their authority over their
children. What can they do about it? They

let bad things happen to someone you love.
Even if those bad things are the result of a
child’s bad behavior.
years. He gained a reputation as one of God’s
messengers. God’s people knew Ezekiel was
a true prophet. They wanted him to ask God
something for them. They probably wanted to
know about their future. They wanted out of
Babylon. The people’s hearts were not right
before God. God stopped their questions
before they even asked.
God was ignoring His people. He had
put up with them long enough. God was
showing tough love to His children. It was
time for them to listen or suffer the cost of
disobeying God.

Lesson 11 ● Page 50

Remembering the Good
God would not listen to His people.
This time His people needed to listen to Him.

 God’s people did not keep the Day of Rest

holy.
In all of these things, God’s people did

God began to remind them of the good things

not stay faithful (vv. 9-22). In all of these

He had done. God had made a promise to

things, God talked Himself out of destroying

them. He brought them out of Egypt. He

His people. He was that angry! Three times

promised them the best land for their home.

God gave them grace. Why did He show them

God asked them for one thing. He wanted to

grace? It was not just for their benefit. It was

be their God. He did not want to compete for

for His, too. God showed grace to His people

their love. The false gods of Egypt would do

to bring glory to His name. The people would

nothing for them. But God would be faithful.

not honor God’s name (v. 22). So God

The children of Israel did not obey.
They turned their back on God over and over

showed honor to prove He is a faithful God.
God shows us grace so He can be

again. They refused to listen, too. God’s

glorified. Think about this idea for a moment.

people kept worshipping Egypt’s gods. What

We are not the most important thing to God.

was God’s response? Yes, He was angry at

Yes, we are His most valuable creation. But

them. But He withheld His judgment from

God loves His glory more than anything.

them. He wanted them to remember this. They

God’s name and His glory are the most

had forgotten the goodness of God. He wanted

important things to Him.

them to remember His grace.
Honoring God’s Name
Why does God show grace to His
people over and over again? What is God’s
motivation for this kindness? Is it because
He loves them? Or is there something more
behind God’s actions?
God brought up three different issues
from the past.
 God’s people did not stop worshipping

Egypt’s gods.
 God’s people did not obey God’s Law.

God’s grace includes us. But it is not
just about us. God’s grace gives us a great
gift. It allows us to have a relationship with
Him. We benefit from God’s grace to us. We
benefit when God’s kindness brings glory to
His name. It all points back to God. God’s
people disobeyed too long and forgot this.
They forgot the reason behind God’s grace.
Loving From a Distance
What is the result of ignoring God over
and over again? God stops listening. He
becomes hard of hearing. He refuses to listen.
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Ezekiel said that God “gave them over” to the

God’s grace. We can take it for granted. We

choices they made (v. 25) . God let His

can forget God and all His goodness. Take

people learn a hard lesson. The people

time to thank God for His grace. Put in the

rejected God’s Law. And they took God’s

effort to think about his grace more and more

grace for granted. They pursued pagan gods.

in your life.

They lived a godless lifestyle. They
worshiped in cults. Later, God’s people
suffered God’s judgment for these things.
This broke God’s heart. He did not stop
loving them. He just had to love them from a
distance. God was left with no choice.
Nothing else could change their hearts. This
was God’s way of using tough love.
God’s people turned their backs on
God. So He chose to let them go. In the end
the people would try to call on God. But He
would not listen (v. 31).
Things to Remember
We cannot earn God’s grace. And we
surely do not deserve it. But we can be
thankful to God. It is easy to forget about

Things to Think About
1. Have you ever experienced tough love?
2. How do you define grace?
3. Where do you see God’s grace in your life?
4. How do we respond to God’s grace in our lives?
In what ways do we accept it and reject it?
5. The cross is the perfect picture of God’s grace.
How can we become more like Him? What ways can
we show grace to others?

——————————
Ezekiel 20:1-32
1 On the tenth day of the fifth month in the
seventh year, some of the leaders of Israel came
to ask the Lord’s will, and they sat down in front
of me.
2 The Word of the Lord came to me saying,
3 “Son of man, speak to the leaders of Israel. Tell
them, ‘The Lord God says, “Have you come to
ask My will? As I live,” says the Lord God, “I
will not let you ask me anything.”’
4 Will you judge them, son of man? Will you
judge them? Make known to them the sinful
things their fathers did.
5 Tell them, ‘The Lord God says, “On the day I
chose Israel, I raised My hand and made a
promise to the children of the family of Jacob and
made Myself known to them in the land of Egypt.
I made a promise to them, saying, ‘I am the Lord
your God.’
6 On that day I promised to bring them out of the
land of Egypt to a land I had chosen for them, a
land flowing with milk and honey, the most
beautiful of all lands.
7 I said to them, ‘Each of you get rid of the sinful
things you have looked upon. Do not make
yourselves sinful with the false gods of Egypt. I
am the Lord your God.’
8 But they turned against Me and would not listen
to Me. They did not get rid of the sinful things
they had looked upon. And they did not turn away
from the false gods of Egypt.
“Then I said that I would be angry with them. I
would send My anger against them in the land of
Egypt.
9 But I acted for the good of My name. I did what
would keep My name clean in the eyes of the
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nations they lived among, in whose eyes I made
Myself known to them by bringing My people
out of Egypt.
10 So I led them out of the land of Egypt and
brought them into the desert.
11 I gave them My Laws and made known to
them My Words, which bring life to anyone who
obeys them.
12 I gave them My Days of Rest to be something
special to see between Me and them, so they
would know that I am the Lord Who makes them
holy.
13 But the people of Israel turned against Me in
the desert. They did not obey My Laws, and they
turned away from My Words which bring life to
anyone who obeys them. They made My Days of
Rest very sinful. Then I said that I would be
angry with them in the desert and destroy them.
14 But I acted for the good of My name. I did
what would keep My name clean in the eyes of
the nations who saw Me bring them out of Egypt.
15 So I promised them in the desert that I would
not bring them into the land I had given them, the
land flowing with milk and honey, the most
beautiful of all lands.
16 This was because they turned away from My
Laws and did not obey My Words. They did not
keep My Days of Rest holy, for they followed
after their false gods with all their heart.
17 Yet I looked on them with pity and did not
destroy them. I did not make an end of them in
the desert.
18 “And I said to their children in the desert, ‘Do
not keep the laws of your fathers, or follow their
ways, or make yourselves sinful with their false
gods.
19 I am the Lord your God. Keep My Laws and
obey My Words.
20 Keep My Days of Rest holy, and they will be
something special to see between Me and you.
Then you will know that I am the Lord your
God.’
21 But the children turned against Me. They did
not keep My Laws or obey My Words which
bring life to anyone who obeys them. They did

not keep My Days of Rest holy. So I said I would
be angry with them. I would send My anger
against them in the desert.
22 But I held My hand back, and acted for the
good of My name, to keep it clean in the eyes of
the nations who saw Me bring them out of Egypt.
23 And I promised them in the desert that I would
send them everywhere among the nations and
spread them out among the lands.
24 This is because they had not obeyed My
Words. They had turned away from My Laws and
did not keep My Days of Rest holy. And they
worshiped the false gods of their fathers.
25 Then I gave them laws that were not good, and
words they could not live by.
26 And I let them become sinful because of their
gifts. I let them give all their first-born sons as
burnt gifts. This was to punish them and show
them that I am the Lord.”’
27 “So, son of man, speak to the people of Israel.
Tell them, ‘The Lord God says, “This is another
way that your fathers have brought shame to My
name by not being faithful to Me.
28 I brought them into the land I promised to give
them. And when they saw all the high hills and
trees with many leaves, they gave their gifts on all
of them and made Me angry. They also burned
special perfume there, and poured out their drink
gifts.
29 Then I said to them, ‘What is this high place
you go to?’ So it is called Bamah to this day.”’
30 So tell the people of Israel, ‘The Lord God
says, “Will you make yourselves sinful in the
same way your fathers did, and go after their
sinful things?
31 When you give your gifts and make your sons
go through the fire, you are making yourselves
sinful with all your false gods to this day. Am I to
let you question Me, O people of Israel? As I
live,” says the Lord God, “I will not let you ask
Me anything.
32 You say, ‘We will be like the nations, like the
people of the lands, who serve wood and stone.’
But what you have in mind will never happen.
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Lesson 12:
Revival: A Better Day
Is Coming

did not believe in miracles. He thought Jesus
was a good man. But he thought Jesus’
disciples made up all the miracles.
This was a problem for Thomas
Jefferson. He tried to make sense of the Bible
without believing Jesus’ miracles. He thought
he should find the real teaching of Jesus
without the miracles. He rewrote the Bible to
match his own ideas. He went through the
gospels. He removed all the parts that tell

Bible Text
Ezekiel 37:1-14
Memory Verse
“This is what the Lord God says to these bones: ‘I
will make breath come into you, and you will
come to life.’” (Ezekiel 37:5 )
Word List
gradual: when something happens in stages by
slowly moving forward
power: strength or might; the ability to use force
resurrect: giving life to something or someone
that is dead; bring back to life
revival: coming to life again, especially coming
alive again spiritually; a spiritual reawakening.
transformed: to be changed into something
totally new
valley: a low area of land between hills or
mountains

about Jesus’ miracles. Jefferson took out the
virgin birth. He also took out the resurrection.
All of this was too unbelievable for him.
Sometimes it is hard to believe the
unbelievable! But God is a God of miracles.
He gave a special vision to Ezekiel. God
promised a better day for His people. God
wanted to give hope to His people. They were
left with a choice. Would they believe God?
Or would they dismiss the promise as
unbelievable?
Asking the Prophet
Ezekiel’s vision happened in a valley.
There God showed him the dry bones of dead
men (vv. 1-3). Then God asked him a

You might remember Thomas

question. “Son of man, can these bones

Jefferson from an earlier lesson. Thomas

live?” (v. 3). Ezekiel’s gave a careful answer.

Jefferson wrote the Declaration of

“O Lord God, only You know that,” he said

Independence. He was the third American

(v. 3). Ezekiel confessed that God is in

President. He was a very smart man. But

control of everything.

Jefferson was frustrated with the Bible. He
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There are many things we do not
control. There are many things that we do not

dry bones bring to themselves? None at all!
Second, God uses obedient people in

know. God knows. Ezekiel was honest about

revival. Ezekiel invested in God’s will. He

what he knew and felt.

cared for God’s people in their dead
condition. God cannot use dead people to

Believing the Unbelievable
These dry bones symbolized the nation

bring revival. God cannot use disobedient
people, either. Who will listen and obey God?

of Israel. They were a broken nation. Israel

These people are spiritually alive. These are

was divided. God’s people had been divided

the ones God can use to bring change.

since 722 B.C. Ten tribes identified with

Third, God brings revival in stages

Israel. Two tribes identified with Judah. Their

(vv. 7-8). Spiritual growth is a gradual

king was gone. They were exiled from their

process. Notice the stages of Ezekiel’s vision.

land. And their temple was destroyed.

 He hears a noise.

Putting these two kingdoms back

 He sees the bones shaking.

together looked impossible. So God gave

 He sees bones come together.

Ezekiel the vision of dry bones. God wanted

 He sees skin over the bones.

to resurrect His people (vv. 11-14). He would

But even this is not enough to bring

bring them together. They would be united as

back life. Something else is needed. God

one nation.

Himself is needed to revive the dead! He is the
only One who can give life. Ezekiel spoke to

Reviving a Dead People
Revival is something pr eacher s talk

the four winds of the earth. The wind is a
symbol of God’s Spirit. Without the Spirit of

about a lot. Ezekiel’s vision of dry bones

God, there is no life. God’s breath is the

pictures true revival in many ways. His words

breath of life. Only God can bring revival.

teach three important things about revival.
First, people who need reviving are
dead. There is no life in them. Their situation

Breathing in New Life
God promised new life to His people.

is hopeless. They cannot help themselves.

In Ezekiel’s vision, God told him to speak to

Dead people have no power. Ezekiel’s vision

the bones. This is like what happened when

was a picture of extreme lifelessness. These

God created man (Genesis 2:7). God gathered

bones had been lying around for a long time.

some clay and dirt together. God formed

They were bare. They were dry. What life can

Adam’s body. But the body was lifeless. God
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breathed life into Adam. Then Adam became
a living person with a soul.
The Book of Genesis was first written
in the Hebrew language. In Hebrew, the word
for breath is the word ruah. It is interesting

Things to Remember
Ezekiel’s vision gives us so much hope.
This story is about life, death, and life again.
We can find hope in our own situations.
Maybe you can identify with God’s

that in Hebrew, this is the same word for

people. They felt cut off from God. They were

wind or spirit.

lost. They had almost lost hope. But they were

Ezekiel uses this same word in Ezekiel

just about to get the most amazing news. Ask

37:14. God’s Spirit gave life to Adam. God’s

God to help you believe the good news you so

Spirit would give life to Israel again, too. God

desperately need.

transformed Adam into a living being. God

Maybe you can identify with Ezekiel.

would do the same for His people. Christians

God asked him to obey during a difficult time.

are God’s people, too. God’s people can have

God revealed the vision to him first. He

real hope. A better day is coming. God will

carried the message of hope to those who

restore things that are divided and broken.

needed it. Ezekiel stood in the gap between
God and His people. And He was found
faithful. We should be willing to carry the
message of hope, too. Ask God to give you

Things to Think About

His strength. Ask Him to help you stay

1. What parts of the Bible are really hard for you to
believe?

faithful to your friends in need.

2.How do you respond to God when He asks you a
question?

Are you spiritually dead? Do you see that

3. In what ways had God’s people become dead and
dried up like the bones in Ezekiel’s vision?
4. Describe a time when you were spiritually dead.
How did God come to you?
5. When things seem so bad, how can we believe a
better day is coming?
6. How does God get your attention to teach you
something important?

Maybe you can identify with dry bones.
there is nothing you can do about it? Trusting
God is the only answer. Only He has power to
make us alive. Ask God to do that in your
heart. Be honest with Him. Tell Him you
cannot do it on your own. Trust Him to bring
you new life through Jesus Christ.
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Ezekiel 37:1-14

O breath, and breathe on these dead bodies to

37:1 The hand of the Lord was upon me. He

make them come to life.”’”

brought me out by His Spirit and set me down

10 So I spoke as I had been told. The breath

in the center of the valley. It was full of

came into them, and they came to life and

bones.

stood on their feet. They were a large army.

2 He led me around the valley. I saw there

11 Then He said to me, “Son of man, these

were very many bones, and they were very

bones are all the people of Israel. They say,

dry.

‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is gone.

3 He said to me, “Son of man, can these

We are all destroyed.’

bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, only

12 So speak in My name and tell them, ‘The

You know that.”

Lord God says, “I will open your graves, My

4 He said to me, “Speak in My name over

people, and make you come out of them. And I

these bones. Say to them, ‘O dry bones, hear

will bring you into the land of Israel.

the Word of the Lord.’

13 Then, My people, you will know that I am

5 This is what the Lord God says to these

the Lord, when I have opened your graves and

bones: ‘I will make breath come into you, and

brought you up.

you will come to life.

14 I will put My Spirit within you, and you

6 I will join you together, make flesh grow

will come to life. I will place you in your own

back on you, cover you with skin, and put

land. Then you will know that I, the Lord,

breath in you to make you come to life. Then

have spoken and have done it,” says the

you will know that I am the Lord.’”

Lord.’”

7 So I spoke as I was told. And as I spoke,
there was a noise, the sound of bones hitting
against each other. The bones came together,
bone to bone.
8 I looked and saw that parts had grown to
hold them together. Flesh had grown, and
they were covered with skin. But there was no
breath in them.
9 Then He said to me, “Speak to the breath in
My name, son of man. Tell the breath, ‘The
Lord God says, “Come from the four winds,
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Lesson 13:
The New Temple: Living in
God’s Presence Again

been used in decades. They decided to fix it
and make it like new.
The missionaries scrubbed the walls
and floors. They cleaned the pews and sorted
through the trash. They discovered boxes of
old Bibles. They made a new library.
Someone fixed the piano. They could use it as
a place to gather for worshiping together.
Their children needed a place to learn. The
basement was changed into a school.

Bible Text
Ezekiel 10:18-19; 11:22-23; 40:1-2; 43:1-9
Memory Verse
“And I saw the shining-greatness of the God of
Israel coming from the east. His voice was like
the sound of many waters, and the earth was
shining because of His greatness.” (Ezekiel 43:2)
Word List
chapel: a small building for Christian worship
covenant: an agreement or contract between two
people or groups
decade: a period of ten years
details: small facts or features that help describe
sacrifice: something or someone that is offered
as a cost for ransom
Four Baptist missionary families were

Finally the work was complete. They
held a special service. The chapel was being
used for the first time in years! They sang
hymns and prayed to God. The small chapel
was filled with praise. The empty building
was no longer empty. It felt good to worship
Christ together. It was a special blessing to
see the building used for God once again.
God wanted His people to experience a
special relationship with Him. He used tents
and buildings in the Old Testament. God was
present when His people worshiped Him
there. But over time their hearts grew far from
God. God’s people were only going through

working together. They had just finished

the motions. Their love for God disappeared.

language school. They were going to serve

The temple building became an empty shell.

God together. They wanted to plant the
Gospel in a foreign city. They wanted to teach
people to follow Christ. They arrived at their

Finding God in A Building
King Solomon built the Temple. He

assigned city. They found some old buildings. dedicated it in Jerusalem. God’s glory filled
the place (1 Kings 8:10-11). God told
A chapel had sat empty for years. It had not
Solomon, “The Lord said to him, ‘I have
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heard your prayer which you have prayed to

the Temple. He separated Himself from His

Me. I have set apart this house you have built

people.

by putting My name there forever. My eyes
and My heart will be there always’” (1 Kings

Finding God on a Mountaintop

9:3). But God also warned Solomon. The

Many years before Ezekiel served God,

people needed to seek God forever. They

Moses was an important leader for God’s

needed to remember and keep the covenant. If

people. Ezekiel had many things in common

they turned away, Israel would be cut off from

with Moses.

God’s presence. The Temple would be
rejected (1 Kings 9:6-7).
God does not need a physical house. He

When Moses served God, he met God
on a mountain. It was called Mount Sinai.
This is where Moses received God’s Law.

dwells in the heavenly places. God’s temple

God wanted all His people to know His Law.

had a purpose. It reminded the people about

God’s people were used to being slaves in

God’s covenant. Other religions did not

Egypt. But God used Moses to lead them out

believe in an up-close God. The idea of God

of slavery. God made them into a nation

living with His followers seemed very odd.

(Exodus 20).

But God wanted to be involved with

God also gave Moses some special

His people. This idea was different. He

instructions about worship. God shared the

wanted to interact with them. God wanted to

details for the tabernacle with Moses. The

get up-close and personal. God asked them to

tabernacle housed God’s presence just like the

follow the Law. He wanted to remind them of

Temple did. But the tabernacle was not a

the covenant. But they forgot over and over

permanent building. It was a temporary

again. Their hearts became hard. They

building—or tent—in the wilderness. God’s

violated God’s laws. They took His presence

people used it to meet with God.

for granted.
God’s people believed Jerusalem would

Later on a different mountain, Moses
got to see the Promised Land. He was old and

always be God’s holy city. They believed the

was ready to die. God let him see the land

Temple would always be there. They were

from a distance. God would not let Moses

sure that God would always defend it.

enter into it. But God’s people entered into the

God was right there with His people.
But they forgot about Him. They ignored God
and His Law. So God removed his glory from

land. They conquered it and received God’s
promise.
Ezekiel met God on a mountain, too
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(40:1-2). The Promised Land had been

(43:1-5). Ezekiel’s vision was full of details.

conquered by pagan enemies. God’s people

And angels showed him the new temple.

were back in exile like slaves again. The

Remember the dedication of the tabernacle?

Temple and the city of Jerusalem were

Remember the dedication of Solomon’s

destroyed. But God showed Ezekiel a new

temple? God’s presence filled those places

temple. It was beautiful. It would be free

with His glory. In Ezekiel’s vision God’s

from sin. It would stand forever.

glory had returned. God’s glory also caused
the surrounding land to shine.

Finding God’s Presence Once Again
We know God does not share His glory
with other gods. He wants His people to be

Finding God in Our Hearts
Ezekiel’s vision teaches us about God’s

faithful to Him. He loves them too much to

mercy. Yes, He corrected His people with

leave them. God will not abandon His people

judgment. But He would not abandon His

forever.

children forever. God loves His children. He

God would prepare a new place for his
presence. Ezekiel saw this in a vision

would restore their relationship.
God’s temple was a symbol of what is
in heaven (Hebrews 8:5). Everything in the

Things to Think About

Temple pointed toward God’s plan of

1. With Moses and Solomon, God’s people actually
saw the Spirit fill the tabernacle and the Temple.
Why do you think this is important?

salvation.

2. Talk about the reasons why Ezekiel’s vision is
important. Why does God allow Ezekiel to see His
Spirit leaving the Temple? Why did God allow His
people not to see it?

 The table bread stood for the Bread of

3. Christians are the temple of God. How do you
sense the Holy Spirit in your life?
4. In what ways does the Holy Spirit lead you? How
do you discern His voice?
5. Talk about ways you have become more sensitive
to God’s leading.
6. What does living in God’s presence look like on a
practical level?

 The lampstand stood for the Light of the

World—Jesus Christ.
Life—Jesus Christ.
 The altar was the place of blood sacrifice—

Jesus’s blood.
Ezekiel saw a new temple. It was holy
and pure. God creates this temple in the heart
of believers (Hebrews 8:2). Christ serves in
this temple. Christ lives in our hearts. He
forgives our sin. He makes us holy and pure.
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Things to Remember
We do not have to go to a building to
meet with God. We are the temple of God.
The Spirit lives in us.
We should treat our bodies with
respect. We should offer our bodies to God in
His service. God is with His people always.
We can live with God forever.
——————————
Ezekiel 10:18-19; 11:22-23; 40:1-2; 43:1-9

There were some buildings on its south side that
looked like a city.
43:1 Then he brought me to the east gate,
2 and I saw the shining-greatness of the God of
Israel coming from the east. His voice was like the
sound of many waters, and the earth was shining
because of His greatness.
3 It was like the special dream that I saw when He
came to destroy the city. It was like the special
dream that I saw by the Chebar River. I fell with

18 Then the shining-greatness of the Lord left the

my face to the ground.

door of the Lord’s house and stood over the

4 As the shining-greatness of the Lord came into

cherubim.

the house through the east gate,

19 When the cherubim left, they lifted their

5 the Spirit lifted me up and brought me into the

wings and rose up from the earth in front of my

inner open space. And the shining-greatness of the

eyes, with the wheels beside them. And they

Lord filled the house.

stood still at the door of the east gate of the

6 While the man was standing beside me, I heard

Lord’s house. The shining-greatness of the God

Someone speaking to me from inside the house.

of Israel was over them.

7 And He said to me, “Son of man, this is the place

11:22 Then the cherubim lifted up their wings
with the wheels beside them. And the shininggreatness of the God of Israel was over them.
23 The shining-greatness of the Lord went up
from the city and stood over the mountain east of
it.
40:1 It was the twenty-fifth year since the people
of Israel were taken away to a strange land, at the
beginning of the year, on the tenth of the month,
and fourteen years since Jerusalem was taken in
battle. On that day the hand of the Lord was upon
me and He brought me there.
2 In a special way God brought me into the land
of Israel and set me on a very high mountain.

for My throne and for the bottom of My feet,
where I will live among the people of Israel
forever. No longer will the people of Israel or their
kings make My holy name unclean, by worshiping
other gods or by the dead bodies of their kings.
8 They put their doorways by My doorways, and
their door pillars beside My door pillars, with only
a wall between Me and them. In doing so, they
have made My holy name unclean by the hated
sins they have done. So I have destroyed them in
My anger.
9 Now let them put their worship of other gods and
the dead bodies of their kings far from Me. And I
will live among them forever.
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Easter:
What the Resurrection
Shows Us

this, He showed Himself to different people at
different times. Each time He showed Himself
was different. Not everyone saw the same
thing.
Jesus’ followers did not expect Him to
live again. They did not know about the
resurrection for a couple of days. They were
not good at solving mysteries. Jesus had to
show them the evidence. Jesus had to remind
them of the clues.

Bible Text
Luke 24:1-12, 33-39, 44-48
Memory Verse
“Why do you look for the living One among those
who are dead? He is not here. He is risen.” (Luke
24:5b-6a)

Thank God the resurrection is not a
mystery that cannot be solved. Jesus gave us
evidence. Ther e ar e mor e than enough
eyewitnesses. Luke’s account of the Jesus’
life and death shows us the evidence of Jesus’
resurrection.

Word List
evidence: proof
fairytale: a made up fable; a make-believe story
mystery: a secret; an event that remains
unknown; an unsolved story
Have you ever tried to solve a mystery?
Do you watch detectives shows on television?
Can you figure out what happened before the
end of the show?
The gospels record the resurrection of
Jesus. This event changed the world. We have
heard about the resurrection many times
because it is recorded in the Bible. We know
what happened. But Jesus’ disciples did not
know what was going to happen. After Jesus
died on the cross, He came to life again. After

Rolling Away the Stone
The Book of Luke tells the resurrection
story unlike any other gospel. Luke gives
more details than others. Two times he tells
about things that happened at the empty tomb
(vv. 1-12).
Some women were going to prepare
Jesus’ body for burial. They were preparing
for a funeral. They met two angels at the
tomb. The angels told them that Jesus was not
there. Jesus was not dead. He was alive!
What wonderful news! This changed
their plans completely. They did not find
Jesus still in the grave. Instead they spoke
with two angels dressed in white. These
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angels had a conversation with the women.

their story was true. He was rewarded for his

The angels reminded the women of Jesus’

faith. He discovered an empty tomb, too

teaching.

(vv. 11-12)!

“Don’t you remember what Jesus said?”

Think about all they experienced and

they asked. They reminded the women that

felt? Could Jesus’ promises all be true? Their

Jesus said this would happen. Jesus said he

faith began to grow. They began believing

would be nailed to the cross and would rise

that Jesus was alive! And if Jesus was alive,

again. The women had not understood what

that would change everything.

Jesus told them. But they remembered His
words after they talked to the angels.
Forgetting Jesus’ words can be

Seeing Jesus
A man named Cleopas and his friend

dangerous. Truth sets us free. Jesus wanted

were the first to see Jesus after the

them to know the truth. Not remembering the

resurrection. They had just left Jerusalem.

truth can be as dangerous as believing a lie.

They were walking to the city of Emmaus

God’s truth guides and encourages us. If we

(vv. 13-32). The city was about 18 miles west

forget Jesus’ words, we will be discouraged.

of Jerusalem.

These women were not discouraged

The two men were walking and talking.

anymore. They returned to the other disciples.

Jesus appeared and walked with them. At first

They told them what they saw and heard.

they did not recognize Him. The two men

They told them about the two angels.

talked about the rumors of resurrection.

The men responded in disbelief. They
thought the women were making up a fairytale
(v. 11). They were full of doubt. This is

Everyone was talking about it! Jesus
pretended not to know what happened.
Jesus talked as they walked to the city.

understandable. These men were hurting.

He explained how the entire Old Testament

They had lost their best friend. They thought

pointed to Jesus Christ. The two men listened

Jesus was going to be the Messiah. But He

very closely.

was dead. So they protected their hearts. They

Later that evening Jesus ate dinner with

did not want to get their hopes up too high.

them. When Jesus blessed the bread, their

More disappointment would be hard.

eyes were opened. They knew it was Jesus!

But Peter considered the chance the

And in a moment He disappeared. The men

women were right. He would risk believing

did not wait. They got up and returned to

these women. Peter ran to the tomb to see if

Jerusalem. They shared their experience with
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Jesus’ other followers.
The truth of this now burned in their

God keeps His promises. The chance to touch
Jesus’ body helped the disciples understand.

hearts. Truly Jesus was alive! They were

They saw who Jesus was and what He was

discussing all of this. Then Jesus appeared to

doing.

the other disciples in the room where they
were (vv. 33-36).
The door was locked. Jesus’ sudden
appearance must have startled them! They

Jesus was nothing less than God. Jesus
came to cast aside the old religion of the
religious leaders. He came to breathe new life
into the hearts of people who would believe.

thought He was a ghost. But Jesus
encouraged them to touch Him. He was alive
in the flesh (vv. 37-40).
This wasn’t just a spiritual experience.

Fulfilling Prophecies
Jesus used His resurrection to teach
what Scripture says. His resurrection fulfilled

This was Jesus in the flesh. This was a

prophecies from the Old Testament. The Law

physical experience. The disciples were

and prophets pointed to Jesus. He opened

beginning to understand. Jesus was doing a

people’s minds to the Scriptures (vv. 44-48).

brand new thing!

Jesus’ resurrection was the most important

The resurrection of Jesus shows that

key to understanding the Old Testament. Jesus
helped His disciples understand.

Things to Think About
1. Why do you think the other disciples waited to
investigate the empty tomb ?
2. What makes Jesus’ resurrection so important?
How does the truth about the resurrection help us
have a life of freedom?
3. How were the women’s experiences at the tomb
different from what the women were expecting to
happen at the tomb?
4. What truth about Jesus have you forgotten?

The mission of the church depends
upon the resurrection, too. The disciples were
armed with God’s power. They understood the
reality of the resurrection. They would soon
have the Holy Spirit for guidance. Jesus’s
disciples would experience many things.
Jesus’ resurrection shaped their lives more
than anything.
Things to Remember
Jesus is not dead. Jesus is still alive.

5. What mission are you on for Jesus? How has His
resurrection given you direction in that assignment?

This may seem like a simple thing. We can
know Jesus as someone who is alive and
powerful. We can have a relationship with the
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risen Jesus!
Jesus’ resurrection gives us power to
serve Him. We should feel the need to walk in
this power. We should experience power over
sin.
The resurrection helped the disciples
understand the Bible. We should think about
how all of the Bible points us to Jesus. His
resurrection is the most important event. Read
the Old Testament and look for Jesus. Read
the New Testament and see Him.
——————————
Luke 24:1-12, 33-39, 44-48
24 Early in the morning on the first day of the
week, the women went to the grave taking the
spices they had made ready.
2 They found the stone had been pushed away
from the grave.
3 They went in but they did not find the body of
the Lord Jesus.
4 While they wondered about what had
happened, they saw two men standing by them in
shining clothes.
5 They were very much afraid and got down with
their faces to the ground. The men said to them,
“Why do you look for the living One among
those who are dead?
6 He is not here. He is risen. Do you not
remember what He said to you when He was yet
in Galilee?
7 He said, ‘The Son of Man must be given over
into the hands of sinful men. He must be nailed to
a cross. He will rise again three days later.’”
8 They remembered what He had said.
9 When they came back from the grave, they told
all these things to the eleven followers and to all
the others.
10 They were Mary Magdalene and Joanna and
Mary the mother of James. Other women who
were with them told these things to the followers

also.
11 Their words sounded like foolish talk. The
followers did not believe them.
12 But Peter got up and ran to the grave. He got
down to look in and saw only the linen clothes.
Then he went away, surprised about what had
happened.
33 Then they got up at once and went back to
Jerusalem. They found the eleven followers
together and others with them.
34 They said, “For sure the Lord is risen and was
seen by Simon.”
35 Then they told what had happened on the road
and how they came to know Him when He broke
the bread.
36 As they talked, Jesus Himself stood among
them. He said, “May you have peace.”
37 But they were afraid and full of fear. They
thought they saw a spirit.
38 Jesus said to them, “Why are you afraid? Why
do you have doubts in your hearts?
39 Look at My hands and My feet. See! It is I,
Myself! Touch Me and see for yourself. A spirit
does not have flesh and bones as I have.”
44 Jesus said to them, “These are the things I told
you while I was yet with you. All things written
about Me in the Law of Moses and in the Books of
the early preachers and in the Psalms must happen
as they said they would happen.”
45 Then He opened their minds to understand the
Holy Writings.
46 He said to them, “It is written that Christ should
suffer and be raised from the dead after three days.
47 It must be preached that men must be sorry for
their sins and turn from them. Then they will be
forgiven. This must be preached in His name to all
nations beginning in Jerusalem.
48 You are to tell what you have seen.

