
 Adult		
Bible	Study	in		
Simpli ied		
English	

	

Study	
Guide	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

WRITER	
Janet	Roberts	

	
	
	

BAPTISTWAY	PRESS	
Dallas,	Texas	

	

baptistwaypress.org	

The	Gospel	of	
Luke:		

Jesus’	Personal	
Touch	



Jesus’ Personal Touch 

Adult Bible Study in Simplified English 
Study Guide 

Copyright © 2013 by B W  P ®  
All rights reserved. 

First edition: November 2013 
 

Permission is granted for a church to make as many 
copies of this publication as needed for use within its 
ministry. Copies of this publication are not to be sold, 
distributed, or used in any other manner whatsoever 
without written permission except in the case of brief 
quotations. For information, contact BAPTISTWAY 
PRESS, Baptist General Convention of Texas, 333 
North Washington, Dallas, TX 75246-1798. 
 

BAPTISTWAY PRESS® is registered in U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office. 
 

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are 
from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW LIFE Version, 
Copyright © 1969, 1976, 1978, 1983, 1986, Christian 
Literature International, P.O. Box 777, Canby, OR 
97013. Used by permission. Identified by “N.L.V.”   
 

 
Adult Bible Study in Simplified English  
is published by BaptistWay Press. These quarterly 
studies follow the same curriculum plan as the 
BaptistWay Adult Bible Study curriculum.  
     Teachers may wish to purchase BaptistWay Adult 
Bible Study materials as additional resources. These 
may be ordered through your church or directly: 
 

Order online at: baptistwaypress.texasbaptists.org 
Order by phone: (U.S. toll free): 1-866-249-1799 

Mon—Fri, 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. (Central Time) 
Order by email: baptistway@texasbaptists.org 
Additional contact information: 
 BaptistWay Press 
 333 N. Washington 
 Dallas, TX 75246-1798 
 Phone: 214-828-5100 
 Fax: 214-828-5376 

 

B W  P ®  
 

M  T  
 

Executive Director 
Baptist General Convention of Texas 

David Hardage  
 

Director, Education/Discipleship Center 
Chris Liebrum 

 
Director, Bible Study/Discipleship 

Phil Miller 
 

Publisher, BAPTISTWAY PRESS® 
Scott Stevens 

 
 

L   
M  T  

 
Study Guide Writer  

The Gospel of Luke: Jesus’ Personal Touch 
Janet Roberts, Prestonwood Baptist Church 

Plano, Texas 
 

Study Guide Editor  
The Gospel of Luke: Jesus’ Personal Touch 

Christina Hargrove, Prestonwood Baptist Church 
Plano, Texas 

 
Director 

Office of Intercultural Ministries 
Baptist General Convention of Texas 

Patty Lane 

Introduction ● Page 2 



“Dear Theophilus, I have looked with care into 
these things from the beginning. I have decided it 
would be good to write them to you one after the 
other the way they happened. Then you can be 
sure you know the truth about the things you have 
been taught.” 

(Luke 1:3-4) 
 

Dear reader, welcome to the study of 

the Gospel of Luke: Jesus’ Personal Touch! I 

have written it thinking of you and what you 

want to learn about Jesus and His life. I hope 

you will come to know Jesus in a new and 

special way. I pray you will learn more about 

how God meets our personal needs, helps us 

make personal choices and answers our 

personal questions.  

That is a personal letter from me to 

you. It would be more personal if I put your 

name in it instead of “reader”. Luke, the 

writer of this Gospel, gave his writing a 

personal touch. He started this book like a 

personal letter with the name of the man he 

was writing to. This is the first of two books 

that Luke wrote to the same person. He wrote 

these books so that this man (and everyone 

reading these books) would know the truth 
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about the life, death, and coming alive again of 

Jesus Christ our Savior. 
                          

Studying These Lessons 

 Touch is personal. To touch someone 

you must get close to them. The Gospel of 

Luke shows us Jesus’ personal touch in the 

lives of many people. He and His life touched 

the lives of a world in need. This book still 

touches our lives today. 

 Luke was a doctor. He was not a Jew. 

He went many places and talked to many 

people so he could write the truth about Jesus. 

He was a friend of Paul who wrote many of 

the other New Testament books. He wanted to 

be sure to teach people the truth of who Jesus 

is and what He did. He told about the personal 

touch of Jesus that brings healing and saves 

everyone who believes.  

 Jesus is the One Who was promised to 

come and save people. He did that in a 

personal way. We will see how Jesus showed 

personal interest in the lives of others. We will 

see him meeting personal needs by doing 

miracles, teaching important lessons about 

making choices, and giving answers to some 

difficult personal questions.  

The Gospel of Luke: Jesus’ Personal Touch 
Introduction 



About the Writer 

Janet Roberts has taught ESL since 1976, 

starting with a mission trip to Japan. She has 

founded and directed two separate ESL 

ministries starting in 1992. She has taught 

English in China five summers and works with 

International Bible Study for women at 

Prestonwood Baptist Church where she and her 

husband, Doug, are members.  

 Unit One, “Meeting Personal Needs” 

has five lessons from Luke 5-13. These 

lessons show how Jesus met the needs of 

many different people. Lessons one and two 

tell how Jesus healed bodies, souls and 

feelings with His loving touch. They show 

His power over death. Lessons three and four 

tell how Jesus used picture-stories to help 

change peoples’ thoughts and ideas. They also 

show how we can trust God to give us all we 

need. In lesson five, Jesus heals a woman and 

teaches that people are more important than 

rules. 

 Unit Two, “Making a Personal Choice” 

has four lessons from Luke 14-19. These tell 

what it means to be a follower of Jesus. They 

show us the choices a follower must make. 

Lesson six shows the cost of being a follower 

and lesson seven warns about the danger of 

having too much pride. Lesson eight has us 

look at what is most important in our lives 

and Lesson nine asks us to think about a 

personal choice to trust and follow Jesus. We 

are reminded that our choices can help us 

become the person we were made to be.  

 Unit three, “Answering Personal 

Questions” has four lessons from Luke 20-24. 

These lessons show what Jesus said and did 

with different questions. His answers tell us 

about: how He is the Boss of all bosses 
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(lesson 10), what is coming in the future 

(lesson 11), and who He is (lesson 12). Lesson 

thirteen and the Christmas lesson gives us the 

Gospel (Good News) as Jesus talks to two sad 

followers who only know about His death and 

we learn how Jesus first came to earth from 

Luke 2. 

Jesus’ Personal Touch in Our Day 

Jesus wants to be first in our lives. We 

must trust and obey. Jesus loves us and 

showed His love. Choose Jesus! Jesus, touch 

us and help us bring others your loving touch! 

————————— 



Unit 1: Meeting Personal Needs   

Lesson 1 Healing Body and Soul   Luke 5:12-26  

Lesson 2 Asking Without Pride and a Problem Without Hope  Luke 7:1-17  

Lesson 3 Love Without Limits Luke 10:25-37 

Lesson 4 Greed Against Need Luke 12:13-34 

Lesson 5 Focused on People, Not Rules Luke 13:10-17 

Unit 2: Making a Personal Choice  

Lesson 6 Sacrifice or Security?  Luke 14:25-35 

Lesson 7 Pride or Humility? Luke 18:9-17 

Lesson 8 Riches or Relationship? Luke 18:18-30 

Lesson 9 Turn Around or Turn Against? Luke 19:1-10 

 

Lesson 10 Questions About Who Is Boss Luke 20:1-8, 20-26 

Lesson 11 Questions About the Future Luke 21:5-24 

Lesson 12 Questions About Who Jesus Is Luke 22:66-23:5 

Lesson 13 Questions About the Promised Messiah Luke 24:13-35 

Bonus: Christmas Lesson  

 Good News of Great Joy for All People Luke 2:8-20 

Unit 3: Answering Personal Questions 
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Jesus’ Personal Touch 
Lesson Overview 



 
 

Introduction ● Page 6 

Adult Bible Study in Simplified English Study Guide 

Jesus’ Personal Touch 
Word List 

Lesson 1 
alcoholic: a person who dr inks too much 
alcohol often and can not stop without special 
help or healing 
amazing: causing to feel great surpr ise 
guests: fr iends or anyone who visits you 
miracle: a great and powerful work that 
only God can do 
 
 

Lesson 2 
deserved: had a r ight to; been one that 
should get 
heartfelt: with deep feeling and strong 
emotions 
popular: very well liked by many people 
 
 

Lesson 3 
famous: very well known person or thing 
limits: where it stops, cannot do more  
selfish: think only of self and not others 
 
 

Lesson 4 
greed: wanting or taking all that one can 
get without thinking of the needs of others  
inheritance: what you get from someone 
when that person dies 
record: putting picture and sound on a 
machine so that it can be seen and heard 
again 
warning: advice to be careful  
 

 

Lesson 5 
focus: the center of what you see, 
important 
freedom: being able to do what one wishes 
without fear of punishment, free to do 
normal: usual, what is common or regular  
rules: a law made to control what people 
can or can not do  
 
 

Lesson 6 
sacrifice: the act of giving something 
important to God  
security: freedom from danger, fear, 
doubt; feeling of being safe 
shocked: a sudden (fast) and strong 
upsetting of the mind or feelings 
 
 

Lesson 7 
depend: to put one’s trust in, be controlled 
by and rely on for help 
humility: being humble, knowing one’s 
own weaknesses and faults or problems, 
lowly 
opposites: different in every way, not the 
same in any way 
Pharisees: proud religious law-keepers in 
the days of Jesus; any proud religious person 
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Jesus’ Personal Touch 
Word List 

Lesson 8 
gain: the act of getting something, often 
money 
idol: a person or thing that is greatly loved 
and/or worshiped, sometimes a statue or 
image  
impossible: that cannot be, be done, 
happen; not possible 
relationship: the way in which people 
know each other and feel about each other 
(good, bad, child to parent, etc.) or a bond 
between people or between people and God 
 

Lesson 9 
cheated: acted in a way that is wrong to get 
what one wants 
climbed: went up using hands and feet 
curious: wanting very much to know more 
innocent: not guilty of sin 
limb: a large or main branch of a tree  
 

Lesson 10 
arrest: to take and hold for breaking the 
law 
quoting: saying or wr iting the same words 
someone else said or wrote before 
upset: to make angry, sad and/or troubled 
 

Lesson 11 
control: power to rule and say what will 
happen 
disaster: happening that causes hur t and 
suffering  
prepare: to get ready and have what is 
needed 

Lesson 12 
accused: to find fault with and/or charge 
with doing wrong or breaking the law 
habit: something a person does so often 
without thinking about it that it becomes hard 
to stop 
lunatic: a mentally ill person 
murderer: a person who kills another 
person not as part of a war or a punishment of 
the law 
 
 

Lesson 13 
betrayed: to help the enemy and hur t a 
friend 
Messiah: the One sent by God to save all 
who will believe from their sins, Jesus 
mystery: something that is not known or 
understood, a secret that makes people 
wonder 
violent: acting against someone with great 
power that causes them to be hurt or killed 
 
 

Christmas Lesson 
blessing: God’s gifts that bring joy or 
comfort  
message: news, facts or impor tant idea 
sent from one to another either by speaking 
or writing 
witnessing: telling what one has seen, 
known or felt to others who do not know 
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Jesus’ Personal Touch 
Memory Verses 

Lesson 1 
“All those who were there were surprised and 
gave thanks to God, saying, ‘We have seen 
very special things today.’” (Luke 5:26) 
 
Lesson 2  
  “And I am not good enough to come to You. 
But just say the word and my servant will be 
healed.” (Luke 7:7) 
 
Lesson 3 
“The man said, ‘You must love the Lord your 
God with all your heart. You must love Him 
with all your soul. You must love Him with 
all your strength. You must love Him with all 
your mind. You must love your neighbor as 
you love yourself.’” (Luke 10:27) 
 
Lesson 4 
“Your heart will be wherever your riches 
are.” (Luke 12:34)  
   
Lesson 5 
“For God so loved the world that He gave His 
only Son. Whoever puts his trust in God's 
Son will not be lost but will have life that 
lasts forever.”  (John 3:16)  
 
Lesson 6 
“In the same way, whoever does not give up 
all that he has, cannot be My 
follower.” (Luke 14:33) 
 
Lesson 7 
“Jesus called the followers to Him and said, 
‘Let the little children come to Me. Do not try 
to stop them. The holy nation of God is made 
up of ones like these.’” (Luke 18:16) 
 
 
 
 

Lesson 8 
 “Jesus said, ‘God can do things men cannot 
do.’” (Luke 18:27) 
 
Lesson 9 
 “For the Son of Man came to look for and to 
save from the punishment of sin those who 
are lost.” (Luke 19:10) 
 
Lesson 10 
 “Jesus came and said to them, ‘All power 
has been given to Me in heaven and on 
earth.’” (Matthew 28:18) 
 
Lesson 11 
“When you hear of wars and fighting in 
different places, do not be afraid. These 
things have to happen first, but the end is not 
yet.” (Luke 21:9) 
 
Lesson 12 
“They all said, ‘Then are You the Son of 
God?’ He said, ‘You say that I am.’”  
(Luke 22:70)  
 
Lesson 13 
“They did not find His body. They came back 
saying they had seen angels in a special 
dream who said that He was alive.”   
(Luke 24:23) 
 
Christmas Lesson 
 “The angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. 
See! I bring you good news of great joy 
which is for all people.’”  (Luke 2:10) 
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The Lesson 

 God heals us! We need to be healed in 

many different ways. Maybe our bodies need 

to be healed. Maybe our feelings need to be 

healed. Maybe our souls need to be healed. 

Sometimes God heals our bodies using 

doctors and medicine. Sometimes God heals 

our feelings when we talk to people who care 

about us. God heals our souls when we come 

Bible Text 
Luke 5:12-26 

 
Memory Verse 

“All those who were there were surprised and 
gave thanks to God, saying, ‘We have seen very 
special things today.’” (Luke 5:26) 
  

Word List 
alcoholic: a person who drinks too much alcohol 
often and can not stop without special help or 
healing 
amazing: causing to feel great surprise 
guests: friends or anyone who visits you 
miracle: a great and powerful work that only God 
can do 

to Him and ask Him to help us. Sometimes 

God heals in ways we do not understand. God 

can do that because He made us and He has 

the power to do anything.  

 I have seen this kind of healing in my 

own family. My father was an alcoholic so his 

body and his feelings only wanted alcohol. 

His soul did not know about Jesus. My father 

was healed in body, feelings and soul when he 

told God that he needed help and gave His life 

to Jesus who died and rose again for all the 

bad things he had done. Jesus healed him in 

every way. He did not see a doctor or get any 

medicine. He did not go and talk to anyone to 

help him stop drinking. No one understands 

how that happened. It was a miracle!  
  

God’s Love for Unwanted People 
(Luke 5:12-15) 

 The man with the bad skin disease had 

leprosy. This disease would make the skin 

white and parts of the body rot away. There 

was no cure for leprosy in Jesus’ day. People 

feared it like they do AIDS or cancer today. 

The Bible in Leviticus 13:45-46 says what to 

do if someone had this bad skin disease: 

“The person who has the bad skin disease will 
wear torn clothes and not cover the hair of his 
head. He will cover his mouth and cry out, 
‘Unclean! Unclean!’  He will be unclean as 
long as he has the disease. He is unclean. He 
will live alone. His home will be away from 
the tents.” 

 Now you can think of what it must 



have looked like when this man came to Jesus. 

People ran away as he yelled “unclean” as he 

walked. If they touched him they would 

become unclean and may get his disease. No 

one had touched him in many years. The man 

knew he should not be close to Jesus but he 

fell at His feet. He begged Jesus to heal him. 

 Jesus did not run away from him as 

others did. Jesus did an amazing thing; He 

touched the man. That may have been the first 

time anyone had touched him since he got the 

disease. Jesus’ touch told him that He was not 

afraid of the disease.  

 The man wanted more than a touch. He 

had faith to believe that Jesus could heal him 

if He was willing. The touch did not heal him. 

When Jesus spoke the words “I will, be 

healed,” the disease went away. It was a 

miracle! 

 Jesus healed people. He loved them and 

had the power to heal. Jesus healed in many 

ways (see John 4:43-54; Mark 5:25-34 and 

John 9:7). Many people came to Jesus to be 

healed but He did not spend all His time 

healing. He was also a teacher. He taught that 

all sin brings pain, trouble, or disease. He also 

taught that not all pain, trouble or disease is 

because of our sin. These problems are part of 

being human and living in a sin-filled world. 

 After healing the man with leprosy, 

Jesus told him to do what is written in 

Leviticus 14:2-32. Moses told the people that 

if someone is made clean he should go to the 

religious leaders and show them his skin. 

There were special gifts to give on the altar at 

the temple. Jesus told the man to do what 

Moses said to do so the leaders would see he 

was healed. This would mean that he could be 

with people again and not have to live alone. 

 Jesus also told the man to tell no one 

what happened. The man may have told a few 

other people. Many people kept coming to 

hear Jesus and to be healed. Jesus did not 

spend all His time healing people.  
  

Prayer, Jesus’ Example (Luke 5:16) 

 It is right and good to help others. Jesus 

gave us a wonderful example by doing what 

he could do to help them, healing. He also 

gave us a wonderful example by what He did 

after he healed many, He went away by 

Himself. He took time to be away from people 

but He was not alone. He was with His Father. 

He prayed. This time He went to a desert to 

pray. Before He chose His disciples, He went 

up on a mountain to pray He prayed all night 

to God. (Luke 6:12) He got His strength by 

spending time with God in prayer. This is a 

great example for us to follow, get alone and 

pray. 
 

Healing Body and Soul (Luke 5:17-26) 

 Sometime later Jesus was teaching and 

healing again. We can picture in our mind 

what this looked like. There were many, many 

Lesson 1 ● Page 11 



people from all over the area including other 

countries who had heard about Jesus and how 

He healed. There were also some special 

guests. They were two kinds of religious 

leaders, proud religious law-keepers and 

teachers of the law. They were sitting by 

Jesus. Jesus was in a house. 

 As Jesus started healing, the people 

moved closer to Jesus. There were so many 

that no one else could get in the door.  Some 

men came carrying a man who could not 

move his body on a thin bed or mat. They 

could not get in to see Jesus. They knew 

Things to Think About 
 

1.  If you could ask God for healing of any kind, 
what would you ask for? What areas of your life 
need his healing touch? 
 

2.  The man with leprosy was unwanted by those 
around him. There were rules that no one was to 
touch a person like that. Who are the people today 
that people do not want to see or touch? Do you 
know anyone who is treated that way? 
 

3. How much time did you pray last week?  How 
much time were you alone with God? How could 
you change your schedule to spend more time with 
God? 
 

4. If you and your Bible class were there the day 
Jesus healed the man who could not move his 
body, would your class members feel that you were 
more like the religious leaders, the crowd who 
wanted to see, or the men who helped him get to 
Jesus? 
 

5.  What is the most amazing thing God has ever 
done in your life? Who can you share it with? 

Jesus could heal their friend. They did not 

give up. They went on the roof and made a 

hole through the roof right above where Jesus 

was standing. They lowered their friend 

through the roof and down to Jesus. How 

amazed everyone must have been to see a man 

on a mat coming down through the roof! 

 When Jesus saw the faith of the men 

who did this, He told the sick man that his sins 

were forgiven. He called him, friend. Jesus 

started by healing his soul and feelings. Jesus 

wants to say that to all of us. He wants all 

people everywhere to be sorry for their sins 

and be forgiven (see Luke 24:47)  

 The guests were very surprised at His 

words. They came to watch Jesus. They 

wanted to be sure He did not do anything 

wrong. Only God can forgive sins. Did Jesus 

think He was God? If someone said they were 

God, the religious leaders believed that person 

must die.  

 Jesus was/is God and He knew what 

they were thinking. He answered the questions 

they were thinking with a question. He asked 

them if it was easier to forgive or to heal. 

Before they could answer His question, Jesus 

proved that He had the power and the right to 

do both. He had already forgiven the man’s 

sins. Now He told the sick man to get up, take 

his bed, and go home. The man did get up and 

went home thanking God for what Jesus had 

done. It was an amazing miracle! All were 
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move his body to Jesus. He was carried on a 

bed. They looked for a way to take the man 

into the house where Jesus was. 

19 But they could not find a way to take him 

in because of so many people. They made a 

hole in the roof over where Jesus stood. Then 

they let the bed with the sick man on it down 

before Jesus. 

20 When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the 

man, “Friend, your sins are forgiven.” 

21 The teachers of the Law and the proud 

religious law-keepers thought to themselves, 

“Who is this Man Who speaks as if He is 

God? Who can forgive sins but God only?” 

22 Jesus knew what they were thinking. He 

said to them, “Why do you think this way in 

your hearts? 

23 Which is easier to say, ‘Your sins are 

forgiven,’ or, ‘Get up and walk’? 

24 “So that you may know the Son of Man has 

the right and the power on earth to forgive 

sins,” He said to the man who could not move 

his body, “I say to you, get up. Take your bed 

and go to your home.” 

25 At once the sick man got up in front of 

them. He took his bed and went to his home 

thanking God. 

26 All those who were there were surprised 

and gave thanks to God, saying, “We have 

seen very special things today.” 

surprised and thanked God. We don’t know 

what the religious leaders said, but maybe 

those guests believed. Later, some wanted to 

kill Him for saying He was God. What do you 

believe about Jesus? 

—————————— 

Luke 5:12-26 

12 While Jesus was in one of the towns, a 

man came to Him with a bad skin disease 

over all his body. When he saw Jesus, he got 

down on his face before Him. He begged 

Him, saying, “Lord, if You are willing, You 

can heal me.”  

13 Jesus put His hand on him and said, “I 

will, be healed.” At once the disease went 

away from him. 

14 Then Jesus told him to tell no one. He said, 

“Go and let the religious leader of the Jews 

see you. Give the gift on the altar in worship 

that Moses told you to give when a man is 

healed of a disease. This will show the leaders 

you have been healed.” 

15 The news about Jesus went out all the 

more. Many people came to hear Him and to 

be healed of their diseases. 

16 Then He went away by Himself to pray in 

a desert. 

17 On one of the days while Jesus was 

teaching, some proud religious law-keepers 

and teachers of the Law were sitting by Him. 

They had come from every town in the 

countries of Galilee and Judea and from 

Jerusalem. The power of the Lord was there 

to heal them. 

18 Some men took a man who was not able to 
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The Lesson 

 God hears us! We ask in many different 

ways. Sometimes we ask for something for 

ourselves. Sometimes we ask for something 

for others. God hears us when we beg. God 

hears us when we cry. God hears us when we 

whisper a quick, “Help”! God hears us when 

we don’t even use words (see Romans 8:26).  

I was in a car accident with three other cars. I 

was the fourth one. It all happened so fast that 

I don’t remember if I even asked for help. 

God heard my heart even without words. My 

car only touched the car in front of me and 

stopped inches from the wall. No one was 

hurt.  

 Jesus heard when people asked for 

healing. He heard the hearts of people who 

cried. He showed His power to heal and His 

power over death. Luke tells us about two 

people. One had amazing faith. He asked 

Jesus to heal someone else. He asked without 

pride. The other person did not have hope. 

She did not have enough hope to ask for help, 

but Jesus knew her heart. 
 

When People Ask Jesus for Help  
(Luke 7:1-5) 

 Jesus spent much time in the city of 

Capernaum. The last time Jesus went to that 

city, He healed a man in the Jewish place of 

worship. After that, he went to Simon’s home 

and healed his mother-in-law who was very 

sick. Then many people came to Jesus asking 

to be healed (see Luke 4:31-44).  

 When Jesus went back to Capernaum 

again, the people remembered Him. A captain 

of the Roman army remembered Him. He was 

not Jewish. The Jewish people hated Romans 

because they ruled over them. But this captain 

was respected by the Jewish people there. So 

the captain sent Jewish leaders to ask Jesus to 

heal a servant that he loved. His servant was 

so sick that he was about to die.  

Adult Bible Study  
in Simplified English 

 

The Gospel of Luke:  
Jesus’ Personal Touch 

Unit 1: Meeting Personal Needs 
 

Lesson 2:  
Asking Without Pride and  
a Problem Without Hope 

Bible Text 
Luke 7:1-17 

 
Memory Verse 

“And I am not good enough to come to You. But 
just say the word and my servant will be 
healed.” (Luke 7:7) 
 

Word List 
deserved: had a right to; been one that should 
get 
heartfelt: with deep feeling and strong emotions 
popular: very well liked by many people 



 The Jewish leaders went to Jesus and 

begged Him to come and heal this special 

servant. They told Jesus how kind and helpful 

this Roman captain had been to them. They 

believed he deserved a miracle. Jesus walked 

with them to go to the captain’s home.  

 These leaders and friends of the captain 

are a good example to us. It is wonderful to 

take others’ needs to Jesus. It is good to pray 

for others. It is good to care enough to ask 

God to heal or help others. 
 

Amazing Faith (Luke 7:6-10) 

 The captain had faith to believe Jesus 

could heal his servant. He sent more friends to 

stop Jesus from coming to his home. He may 

have known the Jewish rules about not going 

into the home of someone who was not a Jew. 

We know that he told Jesus that he was not 

good enough to have Jesus come in his home 

or to come to Jesus himself. This man was 

important but not proud. He had power and 

knew that people obeyed him when he spoke. 

He asked Jesus to just speak and his servant 

would be healed. He believed that Jesus did 

not have to touch or see the servant to heal 

him. 

 Jesus was amazed. The faith of this man 

who was not Jewish was greater than He had 

seen anywhere. Jesus must have spoken 

healing for the servant because, when the 

people who were sent went home, they found 

that the servant was well. They must have 

been amazed. Their faith must have grown 

too. They had seen and heard an amazing 

miracle. Jesus had heard them. Jesus had 

healed the servant with words.  

 We can pray with faith for those who 

are sick and dying. They are not always 

healed, but God always hears. We know that 

if they die with faith in Jesus they will live 

again in heaven with no more pain. Some call 

this the final and perfect healing. 
 

A Heartfelt Healing (Luke 7:11-17)  

 Jesus’ special followers and many other 

people went with Him to a city near his 

hometown of Nazareth. Jesus had become 

very popular because of His healing and 

teaching. Jesus must have known the reason 

He was so popular, but His love for people 

was still strong. What happened next shows us 

His heartfelt love for people. 

 In Jesus’ country most cities had gates. 

When Jesus and all those with Him came near 

the gates of Nain, they saw people who were 

coming out of the city to bury a man. This 

man was an only son. His mother had also had 

to bury his father, her husband. Her son's 

death meant that she had no one. She would 

not have any money because most women in 

those days did not have paying jobs. Now that 

her son was dead, she had no hope. 

 When Jesus saw her, His heart hurt for 

her. His heart hurt with her. Jesus said, “Do 
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not cry.” He did not tell her not to cry 

because it is wrong to cry when we are sad or 

hurt. He cried when He saw Jerusalem 

because His peoples’ souls were so sick and 

He knew their terrible future (Luke 19:41-

44). Jesus also cried when His friend, 

Lazarus, died (John 11:35). It is important to 

feel our feelings and cry when someone we 

love dies. 

 Jesus told this widow not to cry 

because He was going to do something to 

take away the reason for her tears. Jesus 

touched the box with the dead man in it. Jesus 

said, “Young man, I say to you, get up!” This 

man who was dead sat up and started talking. 

Jesus gave this mother an amazing gift. He 

gave her son back to her. He brought the dead 

man back to life. What an amazing miracle! 

 The people were so amazed that they 

were afraid. They had not seen anything like 

this before. They had heard how Elijah had 

brought a dead boy back to life (1 Kings 17:21

-23). They understood that God was working 

through Jesus. They called Him by the same 

name that Elijah had. They were looking for 

someone like Elijah to come from God. Could 

Jesus be the One sent from God? This miracle 

was such good news that it was told to 

everyone in that country and other places too.  

 After this Jesus became even more 

popular. This is not why He healed and  

made people alive again. We know that He 

often told people not to tell others because that 

was not the reason He did miracles. This time 

there was no way to stop people from talking 

about it. We know that this was not the only 

time Jesus made a person alive again. He also 

raised the daughter of Jairus (Luke 8:40-56) 

and His friend Lazarus (John 11:1-45) from 

the dead. Jesus had the power to not only stop 

someone from dying but to bring life back into 

a dead person. This is a beautiful picture of 

what will happen to Jesus between Good 

Friday and Easter Sunday. 

 Jesus had a heart for people. He loved 

them because they were made by God. He did 

not just love them, He also helped them and 

met their needs. His feelings did not cause 

Him to just be sad. His love showed in what 

He did. 

 Jesus is our best example. We should 

have a heart for others like Jesus did. We do 

not have the power to heal or raise people 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. How can you help others who have needs? What 
can you do for them to show Jesus’ love? 
 
 

2. If a stranger asked you to go for help and you 
were busy, what would you do? Why?  
 

3. Do you find your hope in Jesus? Who is Jesus to 
you? 
 

4. What do you know about Good Friday and Easter 
Sunday? What hope can be found in these holidays? 
 

5. Who have you prayed for this week? How have 
you seen God work in others’ lives? 



also, and I have soldiers who work for me. I 

say to this man, ‘Go!’ and he goes. I say to 

another, ‘Come!’ and he comes. I say to my 

workman, ‘Do this!’ and he does it.” 

9 Jesus was surprised when He heard this. He 

turned to the people following Him and said, 

“I tell you, I have not found so much faith 

even in the Jewish nation.” 

10 Those who had been sent went back to the 

captain’s house and found the servant well 

again. 

11 The next day Jesus went to a city called 

Nain. His followers and many other people 

went with Him. 

12 When they came near the city gate, a dead 

man was being carried out. He was the only 

son of a woman whose husband had died. 

Many people of the city were with her. 

13 When the Lord saw her, He had loving-pity 

for her and said, “Do not cry.” 

14 He went and put His hand on the box in 

which the dead man was carried. The men who 

were carrying it, stopped. Jesus said, “Young 

man, I say to you,  get up!” 

15 The man who was dead sat up and began to 

talk. Then Jesus gave him to his mother.  

16 Everyone was afraid and they gave thanks 

to God. They said, “A great Man Who speaks 

for God has come among us! God has cared 

for His people!” 

17 The news about Jesus went through all the 

country of Judea and over all the land. 

from the dead, but we can pray. We hear 

about people who are healed and the doctors 

do not know what happened. We hear about 

people who die and then their hearts start up 

again. God can do miracles. We can do good 

for those who are hurting or have needs. We 

can tell others about Jesus who will heal their 

souls. 

—————————— 

Luke 7:1-17 

1 When Jesus had finished teaching the 

people, He went back to Capernaum. 

2 A captain of the army had a servant whom 

he thought much of. This servant was very 

sick and was about to die. 

3 When the captain heard of Jesus, he sent 

some Jewish leaders to Him. They were to 

ask if He would come and heal this servant. 

4 They came to Jesus and begged Him, 

saying, “The man is respected and should 

have this done for him. 

5 He loves our nation and has built our Jewish 

place of worship.” 

6 Jesus went with them. When He was not far 

from the house, the captain told some friends 

to tell this to Jesus, “Lord, do not take the 

time to come to my house, because I am not 

good enough. 

7 And I am not good enough to come to You. 

But just say the word and my servant will be 

healed. 

8 For I am a man who works for someone else 
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The Lesson 

 God loves us! This is where love starts. 

God loves us, so we can love God. God loves 

us, we love God, so we can love ourselves. 

God loves us, we love God, we love ourselves, 

so we can love others.  

 God’s love is a love without limits. 

What about our love? You might say, “why did 

I do that?” or someone might ask you that 

question. The answer to that question might 

show us that we have weak or wrong reasons 

Bible Text 
Luke 10:25-37 

 
Memory Verse 

“The man said, ‘You must love the Lord your God 
with all your heart. You must love Him with all 
your soul. You must love Him with all your 
strength. You must love Him with all your mind. 
You must love your neighbor as you love 
yourself.’” (Luke 10:27) 

 
Word List 

famous: very well known person or thing 
limits: where it stops, cannot do more  
selfish: thinking only of self and not others 

for doing something, even if it was something 

good. Sometimes our reasons are good. 

Sometimes our reasons are selfish.  

 The religious leaders of Jesus’ day had 

bad reasons for asking Jesus questions. They 

wanted to trick and trap Him. They wanted 

Him to say something wrong so they could 

punish Him. Jesus did not say anything 

wrong. He wanted the people who asked the 

questions to think about their own reasons for 

what they did. He often answered questions 

with a question and then sometimes with a 

story. The story in our lesson today is very 

famous and known as the story of the 

“Good Samaritan.” It is a picture-story with 

some good lessons for all of us.  
 

 Why Did Jesus Tell the Picture-Story? 
(Luke 10:25-29) 

 There was a man who believed he was 

good. He knew the law of God very well. He 

wanted to trick and trap Jesus into saying 

something wrong. Jesus did not. Jesus turned 

the man’s words into a test of the reasons for 

why he did good things. 

 This religious lawyer asked Jesus a 

very important question. He believed from his 

studies that he knew the answer. The religious 

leaders taught the people that there were 

many things they must do to be made right 

with God and have life that lasts forever. 

There are special laws written in Exodus 20. 

These are often called “The Ten 
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Commandments”. Most of the Jewish rules 

and ways of living used these special laws 

from God. They believed if they did all these 

things, God would give them life that lasts 

forever. So Jesus answered the man with two 

questions about the law. 

 The man gave the very best answer. He 

did not talk about all the laws and rules. He 

did not talk about doing many things to be 

right with God. He said we must love God in 

every way possible. This comes from famous 

words that the Jewish people said often: 

“Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God is one 

Lord! And you must love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul and 

with all your strength.” (Deuteronomy 6:4-5)

This lawyer knew that these words gave the 

reason for the first four of the ten special laws. 

He also knew that the last six of the ten 

special laws came from Leviticus 19:18: “Do 

not hurt someone who has hurt you. Do not 

keep on hating the sons of your people, but 

love your neighbor as yourself. I am the 

Lord.”  

 Jesus told the religious lawyer that he 

was right. He told him that he needed  

to not just talk about love but he needed to 

really love so that he would have the life he 

was asking about. Jesus said this because he 

knew the man’s heart. 

 The man showed what was in his heart 

with his next tricky question. He asked Jesus: 

“Who is my neighbor?” He wanted to know 

who he had to love and who he did not have 

to love. The lawyer was looking for limits to 

love. True love does not look for limits but 

looks for ways to serve others. Jesus answered 

him with a picture-story that spoke to his heart 

problem and speaks to ours too. 
 

Who was in the Picture Story?  
(Luke 10:30-35)  

 The kind of picture-stories that Jesus 

told were earthly stories with heavenly 

meanings called parables. They talked about 

life in a way people could understand. He told 

parables about planting seeds (see Mark 4:3-

9), catching fish (see Matthew 13:47-53), and 

building a house (see Luke 6:47-49). Jesus 

used these stories to help people understand 

important truths about God and about 

themselves. The people listening to the 

parable of the Good Samaritan knew the road 

from Jerusalem to Jericho. They knew it was a 

difficult twenty mile trip through a dangerous 

area. Jesus told about the people on this road.  

 The first person was an unknown man. 

The only thing we know about him is that he 

was robbed, beaten, and left for dead. We do 

not know what country he was from nor what 

language he spoke. We do know that he had 

no clothes and was too hurt to help himself. 

 The second person in the story was the 

first one to see the first man. All we know 

about this person is that he was a religious 
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leader. He saw the man who needed help but 

he did not help. He chose to walk on the other 

side of the road. 

 The third person in the story was from 

a family whose job it was to take care of the 

temple. Their job was one of service to God 

and to God’s people. He also saw the first 

man. He got close to the man but then 

decided to walk away. Both of these men 

probably had reasons for not helping, but they 

could have helped anyway. Did the lawyer 

see himself as the second or third man? Did 

he ask himself what he would have done?  

 The story changes when another man 

comes down the road. This man was from the 

country of Samaria. The Jewish people did 

not like people from Samaria. They were also 

Jewish but they and their fathers before them 

had married people from other countries. 

They were not pure Jews. This hated 

Samaritan saw the dying man and had loving-

pity on him. He stopped and helped him. He 

did not leave him to die. He not only put oil 

and cloths on him but he took him to a safe 

place to heal. He took care of him there. He 

had to leave but paid the owner of the place to 

take care of the man and promised more 

money later if the man stayed longer.  

 What a difference there was between 

these people in the story. The man who was 

hurt needed help for his body. The robbers 

needed help for their souls. The religious 

leader and the temple worker needed help for 

their hearts. The Samaritan was the one who 

was loving and helpful. This surprised those 

who were listening to the story. It made them  

wonder why Jesus chose him as the one that 

did the right thing. They listened carefully. 
 

What Was the Answer? (Luke 10:36-37) 

 Jesus asked the lawyer which of the 

three men was a neighbor to the man that had 

been beaten. Again, the lawyer gave the right 

answer. He said it was the man who showed 

love by what he did. This answered the 

question of who is our neighbor - anyone who 

is in need. We need to love everyone and show 

that love by what we do. 

 Jesus told the lawyer that the answer to 

his first question was to follow the example of 

the Samaritan and love without putting limits 

on who we will love even if they are from far 

away. Is love without limits possible? It is 

possible for God. God loves all people always. 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. Who has been a Good Samaritan to you? Did you 
thank them? 
 

2. Have you been a Good Samaritan? What 
happened? If not, ask God to help you see and show 
love to someone in need. 
 

3. What can you do as a class to show love to those 
in need? What will you do? 
 

4. Are you most like the hurt man, the religious 
leader, the church worker or the Samaritan? 
 

5.  How might showing love to others help them 
come to know, love and trust God? 



31 A religious leader was walking down that 

road and saw the man. But he went by on the 

other side. 

32 In the same way, a man from the family 

group of Levi was walking down that road.  

When he saw the man who was hurt, he came 

near to him but kept on going on the other side 

of the road. 

33 Then a man from the country of Samaria 

came by. He went up to the man. As he saw 

him, he had loving-pity on him.  

34 He got down and put oil and wine on the 

places where he was hurt and put cloth around 

them. Then the man from Samaria put this man 

on his own donkey. He took him to a place 

where people stay for the night and cared for 

him. 

35 The next day the man from Samaria was 

ready to leave. He gave the owner of that place 

two pieces of money to care for him. He said 

to him, ‘Take care of this man. If you use more 

than this, I will give it to you when I come 

again.’ 

36 “Which of these three do you think was a 

neighbor to the man who was beaten by the 

robbers?” 

37 The man who knew the Law said, “The one 

who showed loving-pity on him.” Then  

Jesus said, “Go and do the same.” 

God can help us to love and show our love to 

others. Jesus knew that the lawyer could not 

love his neighbor perfectly. No one can. 

Loving God and others by what we do does 

not give us life that lasts forever. It is the right 

thing to do, but we cannot be saved by what 

we do. We must trust in what Jesus did for us. 

Showing God’s love can help others trust 

Jesus too. 

—————————— 

Luke 10:25-37 

25 A man stood up who knew the Law and 

tried to trap Jesus. He said, “Teacher, what  

must I do to have life that lasts forever?” 

26 Jesus said to him, “What is written in the 

Law? What does the Law say?” 

27 The man said, “You must love the Lord 

your God with all your heart. You must love 

Him with all your soul. You must love Him 

with all your strength. You must love Him 

with all your mind. You must love your 

neighbor as you love yourself.” 

28 Jesus said to him, “You have said the right 

thing. Do this and you will have life.” 

29 The man tried to make himself look good. 

He asked Jesus, “Who is my neighbor?” 

30 Jesus said, “A man was going down from 

Jerusalem to the city of Jericho. Robbers  

came out after him. They took his clothes off 

and beat him. Then they went away, leaving 

him almost dead. 
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The Lesson 

 God knows us! God knows what we 

think and how we feel. God knows what we 

want and what we need. God knows us better 

than we know ourselves.  

 We often do not need everything we 

buy. My husband and I took a trip to Israel. 

We decided it was important to get a good 

video camera for the trip. We enjoyed taking 

and then watching the video on the special 

HDTVs there in the hotel room. When we got 

home we did not have an HD TV to watch our 

videos, so we bought one. We bought a big 

one. It was so big we had to pay some people 

to help us put it in our house. Then we got a 

new computer that worked well with the TV. 

We looked at the trip, the camera, the big HD 

TV, and the computer. We saw that we had 

spent much more money than we should have. 

It started with wanting to record all the 

wonderful things we saw. These were things 

we wanted. We did not need them. We saw 

that what we did was from greed, not need. 

Maybe we had been fools. 

 Jesus told another parable. This one is 

called the parable of the Rich Fool. It is a 

picture-story of a man who acted from greed. 

This man wanted bigger and better things. 

Was this his real problem or was it something 

else? This is a good lesson for us. 
  

A Look At Our Hands Shows Our Hearts 
(Luke 12:13-14) 

 People who had a problem that they 

could not solve together would sometimes ask 

a teacher to help them. Jesus was a healer, a 

helper, and a teacher. Jesus was popular and 

very famous. Many people came to Him for 

help. A man and his brother were arguing  

about their inheritance. The man asked Jesus 

to help him by telling his brother to share. 

 Jesus knew this man. He knew that his 

problem was not about sharing or not sharing 

the riches from his father. His real problem 
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Lesson 4:  
Greed Against Need 

Bible Text 
Luke 12:13-34 

 
Memory Verse 

“Your heart will be wherever your riches 
are.” (Luke 12:34) 
 

Word List 
greed: wanting or taking all that one can get 
without thinking of the needs of others 
inheritance: what you get from someone when 
that person dies 
record: putting picture and sound on a machine 
so that it can be seen and heard again 
warning: advice to be careful 



was greed. His words told what was in his 

heart. Jesus said, “The mouth speaks of what 

the heart is full of” (Luke 6:45). He felt he 

deserved more than he had. If he got what he 

wanted, that would not solve his real problem. 

What he got in his hands would not change his 

heart. Rich and poor can both have a problem 

with greed. It is a heart problem. 

 Jesus knew that this man was not the 

only one there that day who had a problem 

with greed. He taught them an important 

lesson. Then He told them a picture-story to 

help them understand the lesson. It is a lesson 

for all of us. 
 

You Are Not Your Things (Luke 12:15)  

 Jesus’ lesson started with a warning: 

“Watch yourselves!” We yell “Watch out!” 

when a person is about to fall or get hit by 

something. We yell because something bad 

will happen if the person is not careful. Jesus 

wanted them and us to know that something 

bad will happen if we are not careful with how 

we think about what we have or do not have. 

 It is important to know that “life is not 

made up of things”. Life is more than all our 

stuff that we get in our lives. It is important to 

know the difference between what we want 

and what we need. It is important to not want 

more than we have or more than we need. 

How can we change how we think about the 

things we have? Jesus gave the answer. 
 

The Foolishness of Trust in Things  
(Luke 12:16-21) 

 Jesus’ answer is a story. Sometimes 

stories help us understand truth better. Jesus 

used a parable about a rich farmer to help 

teach the lesson about the dangers of greed. 

This picture-story gives an example of 

something that could happen in real life. 

 Jesus tells us the farmer was rich, but 

He did not say that being rich was the 

problem. His fields did very well and gave 

him a lot of grain. This was a good gift from 

God. The only problem was where to put it 

all. He made plans to build a bigger building 

to store all of the grain. He was rich so he 

could do that easily.  

 Ecclesiastes 3:13 says, “And I know 

that every man who eats and drinks sees good 

in all his work. It is the gift of God.” This tells 

us that it was not a problem for this man to 

eat, drink, have fun and enjoy this gift from 

God. So why does God call him a fool? What 

was the real problem? 

 The farmer’s problem was not his hope 

for the future, but what he put his hope in for 

his future. He looked at how much he had and 

put his hope and trust in that. He did not look 

to God and put his hope and trust in Him. It is 

foolish to put your trust in things. It is a sin to 

put your hope and trust in anything other than 

God. That is the problem.  

 The rich farmer was going to die that 
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night. All his things would still be there, but 

he would be gone. The truth is that he did not 

really own those things. God is the maker and 

owner of all things. We only take care of the 

things we are given. We need to see God as 

our maker and the owner of everything. We 

need to see everything we have as a gift from 

God. This is what Jesus called having “the 

riches of God.” We need to see God as much 

more important in our lives than anything on 

earth. We need to put our hope and trust in 

God alone. Then we will not be called a fool.  
 

The Power of the Promise of God’s Gifts  
(Luke 12:22-34) 

 We spend a lot of time working. We 

spend most of the money from our work on 

food, a place to live, and clothes. Jesus 

continued the lesson, telling His followers 

that they had no reason to worry. God gives 

wonderful gifts of everything we need. He 

gives gifts to birds and flowers, how much 

more will He give to His children? Worry will 

only hurt us, not help us. When we worry, we 

show that we are not trusting God. We need to 

have faith and trust God who loves us and 

gives us good gifts. 

 Those without God want more and 

more things because, like the rich farmer, they 

put their hope and trust in things to make them 

feel safe and happy. Jesus taught that we need 

to put God first and trust Him to give us what 

we need. We do not need to go after things. 

We need to go after the holy nation of God 

which He wants to give us. How do we do 

that? We do not hold on to everything He 

gives us. We give to those in need. We show 

our greed if we do not share what we have. 

 We can know that greed is our problem 

when we see the things we own begin to own 

us. The danger of greed gets worse when we 

believe that things will make us safe and give 

us hope and happiness. When we see that we 

are putting our trust in things, not God, we can 

make a change in our lives. We can trust God 

for everything we need, not just things but 

safety, hope, and happiness. God heals us 

from the sin sickness of greed. God hears us 

when we ask for help. God loves us more than 

we can know. God know us better than we 

know ourselves. We can trust God always. 

When we trust God, we will truly be rich. 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. What warnings help you to stop greed in your life? 
 

2. What different kinds of greed have you seen in 
others? In yourself? What does it look like? 
 

3. What do you see people do that helps you know 
that they love the things in their life and that their 
things own them? 
 

4. How could you show that you have the “riches of 
God”, not the riches of this world? 
 

5. What need will you trust God for this week? 
 

6. Who will you give to this week from the gifts that 
God has given you? 



buildings for keeping grain. Yet God feeds 
them. Are you not worth more than the birds? 
25 “Which of you can make yourself a little 
taller by worrying? 
26 If you cannot do that which is so little, why 
do you worry about other things? 
27 Think how the flowers grow. They do not 
work or make cloth. Yet, I tell you, that King 
Solomon in all his greatness was not dressed 
as well as one of these flowers. 
28 God puts these clothes on the grass of the 
field. The grass is in the field today and put 
into the fire tomorrow. How much more would 
He want to give you clothing? You have so 
little faith! 
29 Do not give so much thought to what you 
will eat or drink. Do not be worried about it. 
30 For all the nations of the world go after 
these things. Your Father knows you need 
these things. 
31 Instead, go after the holy nation of God. 
Then all these other things will be given to 
you. 
32 Do not be afraid, little flock. Your Father 
wants to give you the holy nation of God. 
33 Sell what you have and give the money to 
poor people. Have money-bags for yourselves 
that will never wear out. These money-bags 
are riches in heaven that will always be there. 
No robber can take them and no bugs can eat 
them there. 
34 Your heart will be wherever your riches 
are.” 

Luke 12:13-34 
13 One of the people said to Jesus, “Teacher, 
tell my brother to divide the riches that our 
father left us.” 
14 Jesus said to him, “Friend, who has told 
Me to say who should get what?”  
15 Then Jesus said to them all, “Watch 
yourselves! Keep from wanting all kinds of 
things you should not have. A man’s life is 
not made up of things, even if he has many 
riches.” 
16 Then He told them a picture-story, saying, 
“The fields of a rich man gave much grain. 
17 The rich man thought to himself, ‘What 
will I do? I have no place to put the grain.’ 
18 Then he said, ‘I know what I will do. I will 
take down my grain building and I will build 
a bigger one. I will put all my grain and other 
things I own into it. 
19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have 
many good things put away in your building. 
It will be all you need for many years to 
come. Now rest and eat and drink and have 
lots of fun.”’ 
20 But God said to him, ‘You fool! Tonight 
your soul will be taken from you. Then who 
will have all the things you have put away?’ 
21 It is the same with a man who puts away 
riches for himself and does not have the 
riches of God.” 
22 Jesus said to His followers, “Because of 
this, I say to you, do not worry about your 
life, what you are going to eat. Do not worry 
about your body, what you are going to wear. 
23 Life is worth more than food. The body is 
worth more than clothes. 
24 Look at the birds. They do not plant seeds. 
They do not gather grain. They have no grain 
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The Lesson 

 God sees us! God sees what we do and 

how we treat others. God sees the good and 

the bad in us. God sees us when we are awake 

and when we are asleep. God sees us when no 

one else can see us. God sees everything. His 

focus is on people, not things or  rules.  

 I cannot be with the my children or my 

grandchildren all the time. I cannot see what 

they are doing. When my children were in 

school, I met with other moms to pray for our 

children. We prayed that God would heal 

them when they were sick. We prayed that 

they would do well in their studies. We 

prayed for peace and wisdom for both them 

and us. We prayed that God would help them 

to make good choices and do the right thing. 

We could not see what they were doing, but 

we knew that God saw them. I remember 

praying that if they chose to do the wrong 

thing, God would make sure that they got 

caught. This would help them to understand 

that God sees them at all times. When we 

cannot see others to help them, we can pray 

for them because God sees all of us.  

 God cares about how His children treat 

other people and what they do. Rules that 

people make can help. However, sometimes 

the rules that people make cause more trouble 

than they do good. What kind of rules cause 

trouble? When our rules are more important 

than people, there is a problem. 
 

Focused on Great Love (Luke 13:10-13) 

 No one was surprised to see Jesus at the 

Jewish place of worship on the Day of Rest  

(Saturday). This is where all Jewish men and 

many women went on that day. It was a rule. 

 They were also not surprised to see 

Jesus teaching on the Day of Rest. That’s 

what teachers did on that day. They taught 

every week. It was almost a rule. Everything 

Adult Bible Study  
in Simplified English 

 

The Gospel of Luke:  
Jesus’ Personal Touch 

Unit 1: Meeting Personal Needs 
 

Lesson 5:  
Focused on People,  

Not Rules 

Bible Text 
Luke 13:10-17 

 
Memory Verse 

“For God so loved the world that He gave His 
only Son. Whoever puts his trust in God's Son will 
not be lost but will have life that lasts 
forever.” (John 3:16) 
 

Word List 
focus: the center of what you see, important 
freedom: being able to do what one wishes 
without fear of punishment, free to do 
normal: usual, what is common or regular  
rules: a law made to control what people can or 
cannot do 



in this story of a day in the life of Jesus was 

normal. Nothing was different, not yet. 

 What Jesus did next was different. 

People would talk about it for a long time. 

Jesus broke the rules. This made the religious 

leaders angry. He did something He would 

expect His followers to do. Jesus saw a need 

and He helped the person who had the need.  

 What did Jesus see? He saw a woman 

who was suffering. She had suffered with this 

problem for a very long time, eighteen years. 

Doctor Luke, who wrote this book, tells us 

that it was a demon that was causing her 

suffering. She could not stand up straight. 

This problem made her life terrible. She could 

not do anything in the normal way. She 

needed to be healed. 

 I saw a man in China who was suffering 

because his legs did not work at all. He did 

not even have a wheel chair to help him. He 

used his arms to drag his legs along the 

ground. I saw him crossing the street. I 

thought a car might hit him because they 

could not see him. I watched as he made it 

safely across the street. I wondered about his 

life. I thought how nice it would have been for 

him to have a wheel chair. I knew his life 

would be even better if he were healed and 

could use his legs. I wished that I could help. 

 Jesus could help the sick woman. Jesus 

did help. He did not wait to see if the woman 

would ask him for help. Jesus saw her need, 

talked to her, and touched her to heal her. He 

loved her with a great love, a love that helps.  

 God does this for us. John 3:16 says 

“For God so loved the world that He gave His 

only Son.” God, the maker of all things, did 

not wait for us to ask for His help. God did 

not wait to see if we would love Him. His 

love for the world moved Him to give.  

 God decided it was not enough to just 

say He loved us. He chose to show us His 

powerful love. “But God showed His love to 

us. While we were still sinners, Christ died for 

us” (Romans 5:8). God shows us that great 

love gives. We are seen, loved, and given a 

gift that heals us from the suffering of sin. 

Every person can be saved if they accept this 

gift from God. Jesus died for our sins, was 

buried and rose again so that we can be made 

right with God. “If you say with your mouth 

that Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart 

that God raised Him from the dead, you will 

be saved from the punishment of sin... The 

Holy Writings say, ‘No one who puts his trust 

in Christ will ever be put to shame.’ (Isaiah 

28:16) “For everyone who calls on the name 

of the Lord will be saved from the punishment 

of sin” (Romans 10:8, 11, 13).  
 

A Focus on Religious Rules Stops Healing  
(Luke 13:14)  

 The church wanted to help their 

neighbors. A young couple said they would 

help make a plan to work with the 
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neighborhood children. They planned a block 

party in a park and invited the children. They 

had a fun time meeting and getting  

to know the children from the neighborhood. 

Then they invited them to come to Vacation 

Bible School at the church.  

 A large group of children did come. 

They sang and learned about Jesus. They 

prayed. They heard Bible stories. But they 

also ran in the halls. They were loud. They 

spilled drinks on the carpets. They opened 

doors they should not open. The church had 

rules and the new children broke most of 

them. The people of the church could not 

understand why these children who had never 

been in church were acting like they did not 

know the rules. Why were they acting like 

children who had never been to church? 

 They had a special meeting to decide 

what to do about these children who broke so 

many rules. They were worried about the new 

carpet in the church. They decided that those 

children could not come because they did not 

follow the rules. Everyone agreed. The church 

people were happy. The young couple left the 

church. The neighborhood children did not 

learn any more about Jesus. Because of this, 

the church taught those children and the 

neighborhood people that rules were more 

important to them than people. Is this the right 

lesson to teach? 

 Jesus healed the woman. He told her 

she was free from her trouble. After 18 years 

of suffering she was well! What an amazing 

miracle! Everyone must have been very happy 

for her. No, not everyone was happy. The 

religious leader in that place was angry. He 

was angry because Jesus broke a rule. Jesus 

“worked” on the Day of Rest. He healed a 

suffering woman on the wrong day of the 

week. The leader told the people they should 

be healed on one of the other six days of the 

week but not on the Day of Rest. It was a rule. 

Do we have religious rules? Are rules more 

important than people? 
 

A Focus on Religious Rules Stops Freedom  
(Luke 13:15-17) 

 Jesus knew that this Jewish leader was 

selfish and pretending to be good. The leader 

was not the only one who was angry that Jesus 

broke the rule. Jesus told everyone that they 

love their animals enough to take care of them 

on the Day of Rest. Even though there was a 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. What do you think and say when you see 
someone break a rule? 
 

2. Has someone helped you? How did you feel? 
 

3. Do your rules say that God can only work on a 
special day, in a special place or in a special way? 
Do you try to tell God what He can do? 
 

4. What do you do when you see someone in need? 
 

5. Do you have special rules for others to follow in 
your home, church or work? How important are 
those rules to you? 
 

6. What is your focus? 



12 Jesus saw her and said, “Woman, you are 

now free from your trouble!” 

13 Then He put His hand on her. At once she 

stood up straight and gave thanks to God. 

14 The leader of the Jewish place of worship 

was angry because Jesus healed on the Day of 

Rest. The leader said to the people, “There are 

six days in which work should be done. Come 

on those days and get healed. Do not come to 

be healed  

on the Day of Rest.” 

15 The Lord said to him, “You pretend to be 

someone you are not! Do not each of you let 

his cow or his donkey out and lead them to 

water on the Day of Rest? 

16 Should not this Jewish woman be made free 

from this trouble on the Day of Rest? She has 

been chained by Satan for eighteen years.” 

17 When He said this, all those who were 

against Him were ashamed. All the many 

people were glad for the great things being 

done by Him. 

rule, they had the freedom to help their 

animals on the Day of Rest. 

 People are more important than 

animals. If they could take care of the needs 

of their animals on the Day of Rest, how 

much more should Jesus have the freedom to 

heal a suffering woman? Jesus called her a 

“Jewish woman” to remind those who were 

angry that she was one of them. Jesus made 

one of them free from the chains of Satan that 

made her suffer for eighteen years. How 

could that be wrong? 

 The leader and all those who had been 

against him for breaking the rules felt shame. 

They understood the important lesson that He 

taught them. People are more important than 

rules. Love is more important than rules.  

 God sees people, loves them, helps 

them, and saves them from the punishment of 

sin. This is a kind of healing. God can do 

anything, anytime, any place. People’s rules 

can be helpful, but not when they stop people 

from loving and helping each other. God’s 

rule to love and help others is the most 

important. 

—————————— 

Luke 13:10-17  

10 Jesus was teaching in one of the Jewish 

places of worship on the Day of Rest. 

11 A woman was there who had suffered for 

eighteen years because of a demon. She was 

not able to stand up straight. 
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The Lesson 

 What will you choose in life, sacrifice 

or security? Perhaps you will choose both. 

Choices are sometimes difficult. It can be 

very confusing. We have to make choices 

every day. What will we eat? What will we 

wear? Where will we go or how will we get 

there? What do these choices mean for us? 

 A few years ago my husband and made 

a choice. We decided it was time to fix our 

house. It was getting old and it did not look as 

nice as we wanted it to. We found someone 

who could do the work for us. We had lots of 

choices to make.  

 What kind of floor, what kind of stone 

on the wall, and what color paint? We had to 

look at the cost of each thing. We had to 

choose things that would be both nice and not 

too much money. After we made our choice 

we asked the builder who was doing the work 

how much it would cost. We had to know the 

cost.  

 Being a follower of Jesus also has a 

cost. It does not have much to do with money, 

although it is good to give to the church. The 

cost is much more than that. What did Jesus 

say about this cost? 
 

Who Do You Not Love? (Luke 14:25-27)  

 Jesus was very popular, but He did not 

want people to follow Him because He was 

popular. Jesus wanted real and true followers. 

He wanted followers who would listen and 

believe. He wanted followers who would 

listen and obey. This was not the first time the 

people heard Jesus talk about the sacrifice 

they would need to choose if they wanted to 

follow Him. Jesus’ words in Luke 9:23-62 

told people that there was a cost to following 

Him. The cost was making Jesus more 

important in their lives than anything else. 

Following Jesus means giving our whole life 

to Him. He had more to say to the large group 
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that was following him. 

 Jesus said something that must have 

shocked most of His followers. He told them 

about a cost that they would not have thought 

about before. He told them they must not love 

anyone in their family or their own life more 

than Him. Family is important to everyone, 

but Jesus wanted them to understand that He 

must be the most important and the most 

loved person in their lives. What a difficult 

thing that must have been for some of them to 

hear. Their love for their spouse, their children 

and their own life was great. Jesus said it was 

good to love others (remember the verse about 

loving God and your neighbor?). How could 

their love for Jesus be greater?  

 Early Christians sacrificed much for 

their faith. Many of their family members 

were killed, their homes were taken away and 

they lost their jobs because of their faith in 

Jesus. All the special followers of God were 

killed for their faith. These things still happen 

today. The sacrifice for being a follower of 

Jesus is great in some parts of our world. 

People die every day because they are 

Christians and will not deny Jesus. 

 Jesus told them something more. He 

said that to be His follower they must carry 

their cross. Everyone listening to Jesus knew 

His meaning. Carrying one’s cross was a walk 

to death. This was another shocking idea. He 

did not want them to keep following Him if 

they were there because He was popular. He 

did not want them to keep following Him 

because they liked His teachings. They had to 

be willing to sacrifice their lives to be a true 

follower.  

 People today would be shocked too. 

Many want to follow Jesus because of what 

He can do for them. They do not want to hear 

about the cost of following Him. It is not a 

popular idea to sacrifice one’s time, money, or 

family and friends  

to obey God.  
 

What Will It Cost You? (Luke 14:28-33) 

 Jesus used two word-pictures as 

examples to help people understand how 

important it was to make a wise choice. These 

were examples the people could understand 

easily because they were about things people 

did or heard about every day. 

 The first one was about building a large 

building. He said that no one would start to 

build a building without first finding out how 

much it would cost. A person would want to 

make sure they had enough money to finish 

the building. If not, others would see an 

unfinished building and laugh. It would be an 

unwise choice. 

 The second one was about a king who 

had to know the cost of going to war. He had 

to know how many men the other king had to 

fight against him. If the first king had no 
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chance of winning the war because the other 

king had too many men, they would have no 

security. That king would try to find another 

way. He would choose not to fight, but to talk 

about peace. Going to war would be an 

unwise choice. 

 In much the same way, a person must 

really think about whether or not he or she is 

willing to “give up everything” to be a 

follower of Jesus. In both examples, the 

people needed to take the time to count the 

cost to be able to make a wise choice. Jesus 

wanted the people to take the time to think 

about the cost to follow Him and whether or 

not they were really willing to pay it. How 

would they act if  they had hard times? 

Would they become angry or upset with 

God? Many people want to know they are 

going to heaven and they want God to do 

wonderful things for them, but they are not 

willing to go through the hard times that 

Things to Think About 
 

1. What do you see as the costs of following Jesus 
today? What are they where you come from? 
 

2. How has following Jesus been a sacrifice for 
someone you know? What did that look like?  
 

3. What has or would following Jesus cost you? Your 
family? 
 

4. What would not following Jesus cost you? Your 
family?  
 

5. How or in what ways have you lost your taste 
where you live or work? Do people know about your 
faith in Jesus? 

come with being a follower of Christ Jesus. 

They become upset and stop following 

because they do not take the time to really 

count the cost. They become a bad example 

and others may decide against following Jesus 

because of them. 
 

Losing Your Taste (Luke 14:34-35) 

 Jesus finishes his teaching with another 

example that is different and interesting. It is 

very different from talking about builders or 

kings. He uses the example of salt. What does 

the taste of salt have to do with counting the 

cost? 

 To understand this example, we need to 

understand how salt was used in the times that 

Jesus lived. The salt was used to make sure 

that meat did not go bad. They did not have 

refrigerators or a way to keep things cold in 

those days. Meat was cooked right away and  

then salted so it would stay good until later. 

Another use was to make the food taste good. 

 The salt in New Testament times was 

taken from the water in the area called the 

Dead Sea. It was not pure but was mixed with 

other minerals that were in that sea. It could 

have so many other minerals that it did not 

really act or taste like salt anymore. It would 

not be good for meat. It would not taste good 

on food. It would be too bad to put in a field 

or the place for waste.  

 Jesus was teaching them that if they 

were followers they should be what He called 
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be My follower. 

27 If he does not carry his cross and follow 

Me, he cannot be My follower. 

28 “If one of you wanted to build a large 

building, you would sit down first and think of 

how much money it would take to build it. 

You would see if you had enough money to 

finish it, 

29 or when the base of the building is finished, 

you might see that you do not have enough 

money to finish it. Then all who would see it 

would make fun of you. 

30 They would say, ‘This man began to build 

and was not able to finish.’ 

31 “What if a king is going to war with 

another king? Will he not sit down first and 

decide if he is able to go with 10,000 men 

against the other king who is coming with 

20,000 men? 

32 Or, he will send a soldier to the other king 

while he is still a long way off. He will ask 

what can be done to have peace. 

33 In the same way, whoever does not give up 

all that he has, cannot be My follower. 

34 “Salt is good. But if salt has lost its taste, 

how can it be made to taste like salt again? 

35 It is no good for the field or the waste 

place. Men throw it away. You have ears, then 

listen!” 

“the salt of the earth” (Matthew 5:13). If they 

mixed in the bad things of the world (sin) and 

did not want to change, they would lose their 

taste. They would be bad examples that would 

not help others who may want to become 

followers of Jesus. They needed to think 

before they decided to be a true follower of 

Jesus or not. 

 These are all important questions. We 

know that many followers did pay a high cost. 

Jesus’ special twelve followers were all killed 

in different ways. But we also know from the 

writings of other New Testament followers 

that they wanted more than anything to follow 

Jesus in every way. They chose sacrifice. 

Their security was in knowing that death was 

not the end. They would live with Jesus 

forever in heaven. Security is also found in 

knowing Jesus is always with you, even in 

times of trouble. They did not choose security 

in the way we think of it here in this life. The 

question for every person to answer is this: 

are you willing to follow Jesus no matter what 

it costs? Listen and choose wisely. 

—————————— 

Luke 14:25-35  

25 Many people followed Jesus. Then He 

turned around and said to them, 

26 “If any man comes to Me and does not 

have much more love for Me than for his 

father and mother, wife and children, brothers 

and sisters, and even his own life, he cannot 
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The Lesson 

 Will you choose to be full of pride or 

full of humility? This may be an easy choice 

to make. But, after you make the choice, 

doing it is very difficult. It is easy to let pride 

take over and to forget how to be full of 

humility. We must depend on God to help us. 

 Many years ago there was a very funny 

song called “Oh Lord It’s Hard to Be 

Humble” by Mac Davis. It was funny because 

it told how someone would talk if they did not 

have any humility at all. Here is part of the 

chorus: “Oh Lord, it's hard to be humble, 

When you're perfect in every way, I can't wait 

to look in the mirror, cause I get better lookin' 

each day, to know me is to love me… Oh 

Lord, it’s hard to be humble, but I’m doing 

the best that I can.” The video for this song 

and some of the words are bad, but this is how 

the world laughs at their own pride. It is 

funny because most people have more 

humility than the person in the song. 

 We can laugh at the person who has so 

much pride, but the things that happen 

because of pride are not funny at all. Today, 

we have friends and followers on the internet. 

It is easy to think that we are popular. It is 

easy to want to be more popular and to do 

things to please others more than God. Jesus 

teaches His followers what happens when we 

live to be popular and when we choose pride 

over humility.  
 

Two Men, Two Examples (Luke 18:9-10) 

 Luke starts this parable taught by Jesus 

in a different way. He tells us why Jesus is 

teaching the parable. Jesus was telling this 

parable for some of the people. He wanted to 

teach those who only trusted in themselves 
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and thought they were right with God in every 

way. They were proud. They were religious. 

They taught the people about the law and said 

they never broke the law themselves. Another 

name for this group is the Pharisees. This is 

just one of the groups He was teaching with 

this parable. 

 Jesus used two people in His parable 

that were opposites. The Pharisee was proud 

and often at the house of God. He was trying 

to be perfect and trying to make others keep 

the law perfectly too. The tax gatherer was 

humble and was not welcome at the house of 

God. The Jewish people hated tax gatherers 

because they worked for the Romans, their 

enemies who ruled over them. They often took 

more money from the people than they should 

to get rich. In the parable, these men who 

were opposites both went up to the house of 

God on a hill in Jerusalem at the same time.  
 

One Talks to Himself (Luke 18:11-12) 

 Jesus told about the Pharisee first. He 

said that the Pharisee stood up to pray. This is 

the way people prayed in the house of God. 

But the Pharisee did not really pray or talk to 

God at all. He talked about himself so that the 

people who were there could hear. As he 

talked, he made a list of reasons why he was 

so good. He used the word “I” ten times while 

he talked. His focus was on himself, not on 

the one true God. 

 He wanted everyone to know first that 

he was not bad like others. He thanked God 

that he was not like: other men, those who 

steal, those who do wrong, those who do sex 

sins, and the tax gatherer. He was talking 

about himself but he was really saying that 

those around him were not as good as he was. 

It was not about what he was like on the 

inside. He chose to be proud about what other 

people could see. 

 Then he said how good he was because 

of what he did. He went without food twice a 

week. This is something the Jewish people did 

to follow the law and get closer to God. Many 

Jews did this on the second and fifth days of 

the week because those are the days Moses 

went up the mountain to get the law and then 

came back down with it. He also said he gave 

a tenth of his money. This is called a tithe. 

Many other Jews did this too. This was also 

done to follow the law. The Pharisee did this 

to look holy to others. But some Jews did this 

to obey God’s law and to help the house of 

God and the leaders who were paid from this 

money. The Pharisee chose to be proud of 

these religious things that he did for all to see. 

 Christians would later do both of these 

things to obey God, feel closer to God, help 

the church, and help pay the church leaders. 

These are not wrong to do. They are right. We 

must ask ourselves, though, why we are doing 

them. Is it for others to see us and think we 
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are holy? If so, we are being like the 

Pharisee. We are choosing pride, not 

humility. Romans 3:27 tells us: “What then 

do we have to be proud of? Nothing at all! 

Why? Is it because men obey the Law? No! It 

is because men put their trust in Christ.” 
 

One Talks to God (Luke 18:13)  

 The tax-gatherer stood up and did the 

opposite. He stood far away from other 

people. He did not look up like most people 

who prayed in the house of God. He acted 

with humility and looked down because he 

knew who he was and what he had done. He 

hit himself on his chest (perhaps more than 

once) as he was praying.  

 He talked to God, not about himself or 

for others. His prayer was short and simple. 

He asked God to show pity to him because of 

his sin. He knew that he was a sinner and told 

God so. He was not selfish like the Pharisee. 

His focus was on God and not on any 

religious things he had done. He knew that 

God is holy and he was not. It was not what 

he had done on the outside that was the most 

important but who he was on the inside. He 

chose humility, not pride, when praying to the 

One True God. 

 In the church today we have both kinds 

of people. Some are like the Pharisee, so 

proud of all that they do for God. They do not 

see how much they need God to forgive them. 

Others are like the tax-gatherer. They know 

they are in great need of God. Each of us 

could be either one at times. We are like the 

Pharisee when we forget that God saved us 

then judge others to be worse sinners than us. 

When we keep thinking about how we look on 

the outside and are afraid of others knowing 

what’s on the inside, we need to ask ourselves: 

are we choosing pride or humility? 
 

A Blessing and a Warning (Luke 18:14) 

 Jesus must have shocked those who 

were listening when he said that the tax 

gatherer, not the Pharisee was forgiven and 

made more important. He must have shocked 

them when he said the Pharisee and all his 

good works were of little worth. This was the 

opposite of what they thought was true. How 

could anything a tax gatherer did be of more 

worth to God than what a Pharisee did? Jesus 

answered this. He said the one who does not 

try to honor himself is made important.  
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Things to Think About 
 

1. How are you sometimes like the Pharisee?  
 

2. How are you sometimes like the tax-gatherer? 
 

3. What is the difference between humility and 
hating yourself? 
 

4. How does it look to have the faith of a child in your 
life? 
 

5. What can you do in your life to choose humility 
over pride? What needs to change? 



11 The proud religious law-keeper stood and 

prayed to himself like this, ‘God, I thank You 

that I am not like other men. I am not like 

those who steal. I am not like those who do 

things that are wrong. I am not like those who 

do sex sins. I am not even like this tax-

gatherer. 

12 I go without food two times a week so I can 

pray better. I give one-tenth part of the money 

I earn.’ 

13 But the man who gathered taxes stood a 

long way off. He would not even lift his eyes 

to heaven. But he hit himself on his chest and 

said, ‘God, have pity on me! I am a sinner!’ 

14 I tell you, this man went back to his house 

forgiven, and not the other man. For whoever 

makes himself look more important than he is 

will find out how little he is worth. Whoever 

does not try to honor himself will be made 

important.” 

15 People took their little children to Jesus so 

He could put His hand on them. When His 

followers saw it, they spoke sharp words to the 

people. 

16 Jesus called the followers to Him and said, 

“Let the little children come to Me. Do not 

try to stop them. The holy nation of God is 

made up of ones like these. 

17 For sure, I tell you, whoever does not 

receive the holy nation of God as a child will 

not go into the holy nation.” 

Living Example: Be Childlike  
(Luke 18:15-17) 

 After this parable, the people brought 

their babies and children to Jesus. His twelve 

followers thought the children were not worth 

the time for Jesus or for themselves. Jesus 

saw another way to teach about humility. He 

showed that these little ones were important 

by welcoming them as their parents brought 

them to Him. He told his followers not to stop 

them. He told them that the holy nation of 

God is made up of people like these little 

ones. Young children do not worry about 

what other people think. They do not make 

lists of all the good things they do. They come 

to God with simple faith and trust. They 

choose humility.  

 This is an important lesson for us. What 

we do for others to see is not as important as 

who we are inside for God. We need to know 

how much we need God. We need to choose 

the humility rather than pride. 

—————————— 

Luke 18:9-17  

9 Jesus told another picture-story to some 

people who trusted in themselves and thought 

they were right with God. These people did 

not think well of other men. 

10 Jesus said, “Two men went up to the house 

of God to pray. One of them was a proud 

religious law-keeper. The other was a man 

who gathered taxes. 
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The Lesson 

 What will you choose to have, riches or 

a relationship? Why would anyone have to 

make that choice? Can you be rich and still 

have good relationships? So many questions. 

A man had a question for Jesus. The answer 

may have surprised him.  

 There is an interesting saying, “The one 

with the most toys wins.” This saying shows 

what some people think about having a lot of 

things and money. This way of thinking was 

the reason for Jesus’ teaching when talking to 

a rich young leader. Jesus told the man he 

should walk away from what he loved the 

most - his money - and follow Him instead. 

Jesus knew something the rich man did not 

know. The truth is that the one with the most 

toys loses without Jesus, the Savior. 
 

A Man, His Question, and Jesus’ Answer 
(Luke 18:18-21) 

 A leader came up to Jesus and asked 

him a question. We do not know what kind of 

a leader he was. We do know that he was very 

rich. He started by calling Jesus, “Good 

Teacher.” This was not what most people said 

to a teacher. This man saw Jesus as special 

and called Him by a title that meant He was 

very different from other teachers. He knew 

that Jesus was perfect.  

 He then asked Jesus an important 

question. He asked what he must do to have 

life that lasts forever. This question tells us a 

lot about this man. He was looking for 

something very different for his life, 

something that he had not found with all his 

riches. It also shows that the rich man saw 

that Jesus was different. He would have the 

truth. This is why he chose to ask Jesus. The 
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most interesting part of the question, though, 

was that he asked what he must “do”. He 

thought he could earn his way to life that lasts 

forever by doing the right things. This is a 

question people are still asking.  

 Jesus answered his question with a 

question. He wanted the man to say why he 

had called Him good. God is the only One 

Who is good. Jesus did not say that He was 

not good. He did not say that He was not God. 

He wanted the man to think about why he had 

called him “Good”. What did it mean? He 

wanted him to see the truth. He wanted him to 

be sure of what he had started to believe about 

who Jesus was. He had called Him perfect. 

Only God is perfect so Jesus must be God. 

This was a very important thing for the leader 

to answer before Jesus finished His answer.  

 Jesus answered the leader’s question by 

listing the last five of the ten special laws 

from the Old Testament (see Exodus 20:12-

16). As a leader, this man would have known 

these laws well. The last five laws were ones 

that were easier to obey. The man said that he 

had obeyed all of those laws. Was that 

possible? Maybe, if he did not think he needed 

to obey them perfectly. Jesus taught that a 

person had to obey the laws perfectly or else 

they were guilty (see Matthew 5:21-22). But 

Jesus did not teach that lesson again here.  

 

 
 

Losing Nothing, Losing Everything  
(Luke 18:22-23) 

 The man knew this was not the end of 

Jesus’ answer. He knew something was still 

missing. Jesus knew about this man’s heart 

problem. His riches were an idol to him. This 

leader loved money more than a relationship 

with God. So Jesus told him to sell everything 

and give the money to poor people.  

 It is interesting to see that Jesus was 

now talking about the first five special laws. 

These were laws that were harder to obey 

because they said he had to put God first in 

his life. Like the religious lawyer (see Lesson 

3), Jesus used the law of love to show this 

leader that he was not obeying God’s law. The 

man did not love God more than anything. 

Jesus said he would have riches in heaven. He 

wanted to keep his riches on earth. He did not 

love God with all his heart. 

 More importantly, Jesus gave the truth 

about how to have life that lasts forever. He 

must follow Jesus. If he loved God more than 

anything, he would become a follower of 

Jesus. The leader was sad because his riches 

were too important to him. He did not want to 

give up his idol. He was the only one that 

Jesus asked to become a follower who did not 

choose to follow Him. He was very sad. 
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Camels, Needles, and Rich People  
(Luke 18:24-27) 

 After the leader went away sad, Jesus 

surprised His followers by saying that those 

with riches have a hard time getting into the 

“holy nation of God.” This means becoming 

part of the family of God now and going to 

heaven later or what we sometimes call 

“getting saved.” In Jesus’ time people 

wrongly believed that if someone had riches, 

they had God’s favor. They thought that the 

rich would always be in the holy nation of 

God.  

 Jesus used a funny word-picture to 

explain what He said. He told them that it 

would be easier for a camel to go through the 

eye of a needle (the small hole in the top of a 

sewing needle) than it would be for a rich 

person to get into heaven. What an interesting 

picture. That was impossible! Was Jesus 

saying that rich people cannot get into 

heaven? No. He was saying that riches are 

often a problem for people because they can 

love it more than God. Money can make 

people feel so happy that they do not see their 

need for God. Living for now only can make 

people believe that there is nothing after this 

life. They think they should live for today 

only. They put their faith in riches, not God.  

 It is interesting that Jesus’ followers had 

a question of who could be in that special 

nation if not rich people. Their riches were a 

sign from God about how much He loved 

them, right? What about the poor? What about 

them? Jesus reminded them that it is not about 

what a person does. Eternal life comes as a 

miracle from God as He calls the hearts of 

people to a relationship with Himself. God is 

the One who makes it possible. 
 

Losing Everything, Gaining Everything 
(Luke 18:28-30) 

 Peter said something that all of Jesus’ 

followers were probably thinking. Maybe the 

others were afraid to say it. They had lost 

much to follow Jesus. They left everything, so 

what about them? Jesus used what Peter said 

as a time to teach another lesson. He told His 

followers that they would gain more than they 

had lost. Jesus was not talking about riches but 

about the more important things in this life 

and also in the life that lasts forever. 

 I heard a missionary couple family talk 

about this. They had left everything in the 

United States to go to Japan. They were there 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. What is the answer most people give when you 
ask them why they think they will go to heaven? 
What kinds of things do people think they can do to 
earn life that lasts forever?  
 

2. Why do you think this rich leader came to Jesus 
with his question?   

3. What things do people put first over their 
relationship with Jesus? 
 

4. What would Jesus say gets in the way of your 
relationship with Him? 
 

5. What have you gained by trusting Jesus? 



20 You know the Laws. You must not do any 

sex sins. You must not kill another person. 

You must not steal. You must not tell a lie 

about someone else. Respect your father and 

your mother. 

21 The leader said, “I have obeyed all these 

Laws since I was a boy.” 

22 When Jesus heard this, He said to the leader 

of the people, “There is still one thing you 

need to do. Sell everything you have. Give the 

money to poor people. Then you will have 

riches in heaven. Come and follow Me.” 

23 When the leader heard this, he was very sad 

because he had many riches. 

24 When Jesus saw that he was very sad, He 

said, “It is hard for those with riches to go into 

the holy nation of God! 

25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye 

of a needle than for a rich man to go into the 

holy nation of God. 

26 Those who heard this, said, “Then who can 

be saved from the punishment of sin?” 

27 Jesus said, “God can do things men cannot 

do.” 

28 Then Peter said, “See, we have left 

everything and have followed You.” 

29 Jesus said to them, “For sure, I tell you, 

anyone who has left his house or parents or 

brothers or wife or children because of the 

holy nation of God 

30 will receive much more now. In the time to 

come he will have life that lasts forever.” 

a very long time, telling people in Japan about 

Jesus and how to trust in God. They said that 

they had been gone for so long that they did 

not feel like they had a home anywhere. They 

were not at home in Japan. They were not at 

home in the United States. They knew that 

their real home is heaven. This gave them joy 

for the future. They said that they had left 

family, but they had gained so much more 

family. They had church family. They had 

other missionaries that were like family. They 

had many Japanese friends who were like 

family. They were very happy with their life 

and how God had given them so much more 

than they had left. What loss, but what gain! 

 Nothing should get in the way of a 

person’s relationship with God. The rich man 

loved his riches. Christians may love other 

idols: pride, depending on self, pleasing 

others, following rules, being popular, or even 

being poor. Just as the rich leader made a 

choice, every person must decide whether or 

not Jesus will be the focus of their love. God 

will not take second place. What is first in 

your life? 

—————————— 

Luke 18:18-30 

18 A leader of the people asked Jesus, “Good 

Teacher, what must I do to have life that lasts 

forever?” 

19 Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me 

good? There is only One Who is good. That is 

God. 
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The Lesson 

 What will you choose to do, turn 

around or turn against? There was an 

interesting man that Luke wrote about who 

had that choice to make. I grew up singing a 

song about this man when, as a young girl, I 

went to church to study the Bible. It went like 

this: “Zaccheus was a wee little man and a 

wee little man was he. He climbed up in the 

sycamore tree for the Lord he wanted to see. 

And as the Savior passed that way he looked 

up in the tree and said, ‘Zaccheus you come 

down, for I’m going to your house today, for 

I’m going to your house today.’” This is a 

great one to find on the internet, it is called 

“Zaccheus” (a little different spelling). I 

remember thinking that because  

Zaccheus was so short (wee), he was just like 

me. I loved to climb trees. I would climb a 

tree to see Jesus if He came my way. The 

story of Zaccheus is the story of a choice and 

a change. It has a surprise ending.  
 

A Man Goes Out on a Limb (Luke 19:1-4) 

 “To go out on a limb” is a popular 

saying in English which means to take a 

chance by doing something that could be 

dangerous. The limb of a tree is not the 

strongest part, the trunk is stronger. As you go 

out on the limb, it becomes weaker so most 

people stay close to the trunk when they sit in 

a tree. It is more dangerous the farther you go 

out on the limb. This is a useful saying. 

 We do not know where Zaccheus sat in 

the tree but we do know that he really wanted 

to see Jesus. Jesus was going through Jericho 

to get to Jerusalem. He could have gone a 

different way, but He made the choice to go 

through Jericho. It is possible that He knew 

about Zaccheus and where he would be. It is 
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possible that he knew the heart of this man 

was looking for the love and mercy of God. It 

is possible that Jesus knew that it was going to 

be a very special day for this short man. 

 The name Zaccheus means “pure” or 

“innocent” but this man was the opposite. He 

was the leader of the tax-gatherers that the 

Jewish people hated. They hated them for 

many reasons (see lesson 7) but the biggest 

reason they hated Zaccheus was because he 

cheated them by taking too much money 

from them to make himself rich. He was a 

sinner and everyone knew it. They saw the sin 

of greed in the way he did his job. 

 Zaccheus was curious about Jesus who 

was so famous and popular. He had a 

problem, though, because he was too short to 

see over all the people who were following 

Jesus. Those people hated him and would not 

help him get close enough to see Jesus. The 

answer to his problem was a tree. He ran 

ahead and climbed up into the tree. It was not 

popular for adult men to run and climb. He 

had nothing to lose. He was willing to do 

anything to see Jesus.  
 

Jesus Sees and Knows Zaccheus  
(Luke 19:5-6) 

 An amazing thing happened to 

Zaccheus next. He saw Jesus. He watched as 

Jesus walked closer and closer to the tree he 

was sitting in. What was Jesus doing? When 

Jesus got to the tree, He looked up. He looked 

right at Zaccheus. Zaccheus wanted to see 

Jesus but now Jesus was looking at him.  

 He must have been amazed at what God 

was doing in his life as Jesus spoke to him. 

Jesus called him by name. Zaccheus did not 

know Jesus. How did Jesus know his name? 

His heart must have beat faster as Jesus told 

him that He was going to come to his house 

right then. They would eat together and Jesus 

would stay at his house that night. It was a 

miracle. A bigger miracle was yet to come. 
 

A Change of Heart (Luke 19:7-8) 

 The people could not believe what they 

were hearing. Jesus was going to go and stay 

with a sinner. Of all the people Jesus could 

have stayed with in Jericho, He chose 

Zaccheus. Did He really know who this man 

was? Did He know what this man had done to 

them and their families? The people who 

praised God when Jesus healed the blind man 

(see Luke 18:43) were now complaining about 

Jesus’ choice to spend time with Zaccheus.  

 The people were right, Zaccheus was a 

sinner and he knew it. He knew why he was 

hated so much. He knew how much he had 

taken from people. He knew he was greedy. 

He was looking for something to help him. He 

did not know yet, but he was really looking 

for someone who could change his heart. He 

was looking for Jesus. 
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 Luke does not tell us what happened 

between verses 7 and 8. They must have had 

dinner and a wonderful talk about God and 

how to be saved. Maybe they had a talk like 

the one Jesus had with the rich leader. We do 

know that Zaccheus’s heart was changed He 

was a new and different man. He was not 

greedy any more. He was going to give 

money back to everyone he had cheated. He 

was going to give them back four times as 

much as he had taken from them. He was also 

going to give half of his riches to poor 

people. Think how much he was going to 

have to pay! 

 We do not know if Jesus told him to do 

these things. He stood up and said this is what 

he was going to do. Something had changed. 

He wanted to put God first. It was a miracle. 

 The rich leader had turned against what 

Jesus asked him to do. Jesus’ followers 

wondered if rich people could be saved. The 

answer came soon. This rich tax-gatherer was 

turning around. His riches were not more 

important to him than his relationship with 

God. He was putting God first and trusting 

and following Jesus. His words showed what 

was in his heart. He made the choice to turn 

around and go the right way and not to go 

against the law of love. It was the best choice 

he could make. He was changed by a miracle 

of God. That is the best choice any of us can 

make. 
 

Insight Into Jesus’ Mission (Luke 19:9-10) 

 Jesus saw what was in Zaccheus’s heart 

that made him say these things. He welcomed 

this Jewish man into the family of God. He 

was saved from the punishment of his sins. 

What a wonderful time of joy and what a party 

they must have had! The man who was 

looking for Jesus had found Him and so much 

more. His life was forever changed. He was 

already a Jew by birth but now he was a real 

God following Jew. He was a Jew for Jesus.  

 Jesus called Himself the “Son of Man” 

which is a special name. It was the name 

given to the One who was coming to save the 

world. He told everyone why He had come to 

earth. He told them why He came to Jericho 

that day. His words in verse 10 are so very 

important. They tell us what the book of Luke 

is all about. He came to seek and save the lost 

from the punishment of sin. 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. Who are the people that others see as bad today? 
Who would not be welcome in your church because 
of what they do? 
 

2. What do you think happened between Zaccheus 
and Jesus? How did he change so much?  
 

3. What would you willingly give up to follow Jesus? 
 

4. Who are you more like, Zaccheus or the people 
who were watching what happened? Why? 
 

5. Are you the one who needs forgiveness and to 
make a choice or will you share this with someone 
you know who is looking for help in their life? 



—————————— 

Luke 19:1-10  

1 Jesus went on to the city of Jericho and was 

passing through it.   

2 There was a rich man named Zaccheus. He 

was a leader of those who gathered taxes.   

3 Zaccheus wanted to see Jesus but he could 

not because so many people were there and he 

was a short man.   

4 He ran ahead and got up into a sycamore tree 

to see Him. Jesus was going by that way. 

5 When Jesus came to the place, He looked up 

and saw Zaccheus. He said, “Zaccheus, come 

down at once. I must stay in your house 

today.”   

6 At once he came down and was glad to have 

Jesus come to his house.  

7 When the people saw it, they began to 

complain among themselves. They said, “He is 

going to stay with a man who is known to be a 

sinner.” 

8 Zaccheus stood up and said to the Lord, 

“Lord, see! Half of what I own I will give to  

poor people. And if I have taken money from 

anyone in a wrong way, I will pay him back  

four times as much.”   

9 Jesus said to him, “Today, a person has been 

saved in this house. This man is a Jew also. 

10 For the Son of Man came to look for and to 

save from the punishment of sin those  

who are lost.” 

 Just like Zaccheus, Jesus knows where 

you are. He sees you. He loves you. He wants 

you to trust and follow Him with all your 

heart. You are like Zaccheus in another way 

because you are a sinner. You may not have 

cheated anyone or hurt their families but you 

have sinned. You have put something other 

than Jesus first in your life. You have made 

bad choices. You have done wrong. God 

wants to forgive you. That is why He sent 

Jesus to earth. Jesus died to pay the 

punishment for your sins. He did not stay 

dead. He came to life again to show that God 

has more power than death. If you believe 

this, God will give you life that lasts forever.  

 He wants to change you starting with 

the inside. The change will show on the 

outside. You, too, can be a part of the family 

of God. When you choose to trust and follow 

Jesus, you give Him your life. He will forgive 

you and help you to live the right kind of life. 

You will have life that lasts forever. You will 

love Him so much that you will put Him first 

in your life. You will want to obey Him. Just 

like Zaccheus, you can do the right thing with 

the power and help that comes from the Holy 

Spirit that God will give you when you 

believe. It is your choice. If you are not a 

follower of Jesus, will you turn against Him 

or turn around and follow Him? Pray and tell 

God what choice you have made. 
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The Lesson 

 “You’re not the boss of me!” Have you 

heard children say this? Has your child or any 

child said it to you? How do you answer? 

Children often want to question why they 

have to do something. Parents have the right 

and power to be the boss of their children. 

They have the right to tell them what to do 

and what not to do. Adults understand life 

better than children. Adults know what is safe 

and what is dangerous. They know their 

children and they know what is best for them. 

It is right for adults to help children this way. 

 God is like that. He knows much more 

about life than we do. He made everything. 

He knows everything. He knows us better 

than we know ourselves. He knows what is 

best for His children. If we believe, we are 

His children. He has the right and the power 

to tell us what to do and what not to do. 

Because we love Him, we want to obey Him. 

Jesus also had the right and the power to do 

the things He did and say the things He said. 
 

Who Said You Could?  
(Luke 19:45-46; 20:1-8) 

 After they left Jericho, Jesus and His 

followers went to Jerusalem. Luke tells us 

what happened very simply but Mark tells us 

more about what happened. Mark 11:15-17 

says: “Then they came to Jerusalem. Jesus 

went into the house of God. He began to 

make the people leave who were selling and 

buying in the house of God. He turned over 

the tables of the men who changed money. He 

turned over the seats of those who sold doves. 

He would not allow anyone to carry a pot or 

pan through the house of God. He taught them 

saying, “Is it not written, ‘My house is to be 

called a house of prayer for all the nations’? 

You have made it a place of robbers.’” 

 As a child, I read this story about Jesus 
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and it made me feel sad. My father would turn 

over tables when he was drunk and angry. I 

could not believe Jesus would act like my 

father when he was drunk. Why was Jesus so 

angry? My church told me it was because 

people were selling and cheating in the house 

of God. But I knew that Zaccheus had cheated 

but Jesus did not do that to his house. Jesus 

was not angry with him. I knew it must be 

something else. 

 When I grew older, I decided to study 

this story. I found out that Jesus was quoting 

words from the Old Testament. Isaiah said 

these words when he was talking about 

gathering those from other countries and 

giving them a place to worship (see Isaiah 

56:7). The house of God was to be a place of 

prayer for all people, not just the Jewish 

people. The place where people were selling 

and cheating was a special place of prayer for 

the people from other countries. The Jewish 

people hated those who were not Jews. They 

did not care if those people did not have a 

place to pray. They turned it into a place to 

sell things and no one could pray. Jesus was 

angry because they did not love other people 

the way He loved them. He was angry because 

they did not allow His children from other 

countries to have a place to pray. Jesus’ heart 

was broken for His children and He had the 

right and the power to tell them they could not 

disobey the law of love for others! 

 Later, when Jesus was telling everyone 

about the Good News, three groups of 

powerful Jewish leaders came to talk to Him. 

They were not happy about what He had done 

at the house of God. They wanted to know 

who said He could do that. They had not 

given Him that right and power. They had a 

list of problems against Him: forgiving sins 

(see Luke 7:48-50), healing on the Day of 

Rest (see Luke 6:6-11; 14:1-6), sending out 

the sellers from the house of God, telling 

people to follow Him only (see Luke 9:23-

24), and telling others how they were wrong 

(see Luke 11:37-54). They were upset by His 

teachings and miracles. They were jealous 

because He was so popular. They asked their 

question to try to trap Him so they could 

arrest Him.  

 Jesus did not answer their question as 

they had hoped. He asked them another 

question. His question had an answer in it. 

John the Baptist had the right and power to do 

what he did. They did not give John the right 

to do what he did, it came from God. The 

leaders were now trapped by their own words. 

They could not give Jesus an answer that was 

right or good for them. One answer, from God 

or heaven, would make them look bad 

because they did not believe John’s preaching. 

The other answer, from men, would upset all 

of Jesus’ followers because many had been 

baptized by John. They were afraid those 
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people would throw stones at them. They 

chose to tell Jesus that they did not know. 

They should have had an answer for such a 

simple question. They shamed themselves. 

This made it easy for Jesus not to be trapped 

by them. He told them He would not answer 

their question because they did not give Him 

an answer to His question. They would not 

accept the answer they knew was true. Jesus 

had proved that God gave Him the right and 

power for everything He said and did, just as 

God had given John the right and power to 

preach and baptize. 
 

Show Me the Money (20:20-26) 

 The powerful leaders did not give up. 

They wanted to trap Jesus into saying 

something wrong. They watched Him. They 

sent other people to watch Him. These people 

were told to act like they were followers so 

Jesus would not know they were trying to 

trap Him. What these powerful leaders did 

not know is that Jesus knew all about what 

people thought and why they did what they 

did.  

 They were good spies for the powerful 

leaders. They first told Jesus that He was right 

in what He said and taught. They said they 

knew that he was fair by not treating one 

person any better than another. They said they 

knew that he taught the truth about God. They 

wanted Jesus to think they knew and liked 

Him. They used so many good sounding 

words, but then they asked their question.  

 This was the trap. It was time to talk 

about money. They asked a question about 

paying taxes. No one then or now likes to pay 

taxes. Everyone loves to complain that taxes 

are too high. It was against the law of Rome 

not to pay the taxes. It was against the will of 

the people to pay taxes to anyone but God. 

The Jews saw these taxes as being against 

God because it was money for Caesar. They 

knew Caesar was wrong because he liked to 

be worshipped like a god. They did not want 

to give him their money. They thought Jesus 

had come to free them from Rome. 

 The question was whether or not it was 

right to pay taxes to Caesar. They hoped they 

had left Jesus without a good answer as He 

had done to the powerful leaders. They did not 

know Jesus’ answer would be perfect. He said 

something like this: “Show me the money! 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. Do you know any churches today that have 
special places or times when people from other 
countries can come and worship? Which ones? Why 
do you think they do that? 
 

2. What group of people do you care least about? 
Would you stop anyone from worshiping? Why or 
why not?  
 

3. Has anyone ever tried to trap you? Who? Why? 
 

4. How do you feel about obeying your boss? 
 

5. How do you feel about taxes? See Romans 13:1-
5 and 1 Peter 2:13-14 to see what God says. 



people will throw stones at us because they 

believe John was one who spoke for God.”  

7 They said that they did not know where 

John’s baptism came from.  

8 Jesus said to them, “And I will not tell you 

where I get the right and the power to do these 

things.” 

… 20 They watched Jesus and they sent men 

who pretended to be good people to watch 

Him. They wanted to trap Him in something 

He said. Then they could give Him over to the 

leader of the people who had the right and the 

power to say what to do with Him. 

21 These men who were sent asked Jesus, 

“Teacher, we know what You say and teach is 

right. We know You do not show more respect 

to one person than to another. We know You 

teach the truth about God.  

22 Is it right for us to pay taxes to Caesar or 

not?”  

23 Jesus knew they were trying to trap Him. 

He said,  

24 “Show Me a piece of money. Whose picture 

is this? Whose name is on it?” And they said, 

“Caesar’s.”  

25 Jesus said to them, “Pay to Caesar the 

things that belong to Caesar. Pay to God the 

things that belong to God.”  

26 They could find nothing wrong with what 

He taught. They were surprised and wondered 

about what He told the people, so they said 

nothing more. 

Whose picture is on it? Give it back to the one 

whose picture is on it. Give to God what is 

His.” Jesus’ great wisdom amazed everyone. 

They could not trap Him. 

 Today, we must also obey God too. We 

must show love to people from all nations. 

We must pay taxes to those who rule over us. 

We know Jesus spoke truth with the right and 

power He had over all people. We can ask 

Him difficult questions. He can help us give 

wise answers. Jesus is the best boss ever!  

—————————— 

Luke 19:45-46; 20:1-8, 20-26  

19:45 Jesus went into the house of God. He 

made those leave who were buying and 

selling there.  

46 He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house 

is a house of prayer.’ ‘But you have made it a 

place of robbers.’” 

20:1 As He was teaching and preaching the 

Good News, the religious leaders and the 

teachers of the Law and the elders came.  

2 They said to Him, “Tell us, by what right 

and power are You doing these things? Who 

gave You the right and the power?”  

3 Jesus said to them, “I will ask you one 

question also. You answer Me.  

4 Was the baptism of John from heaven or 

from men?”  

5 They said to themselves, “If we say, ‘From 

heaven,’ He will say, ‘Then why did you not 

believe him?’  

6 But if we say, ‘From men,’ then all the 
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The Lesson 

 “Next month is going to be very busy!” 

This is said in many homes, but do we really 

know what will happen next month or even 

next week or tomorrow? Things can change 

very quickly. An accident, illness or death can 

make everything different. The loss of a job, 

fire, flood or other disaster can change our 

lives too. We do not know what will happen, 

but we know the One who knows. The future 

is a question that cannot be answered by us. 

God alone knows what will happen. Jesus told 

His followers about some things that would 

happen in the future. He did not tell them 

everything but only those things that would 

help them to go the right, not wrong, way. 
 

Expect the Unexpected (Luke 21:5-11) 

 Jesus and His followers were at the 

house of God. They had been watching while 

people put money into a money box. Jesus 

had taught them a lesson as they saw a widow 

give very little, but it was all that she had 

(21:1-4). Their talk turned to the reason for 

the gifts of money, the beautiful house of 

God. Jesus gave them a warning that this 

beautiful place would not last forever. It 

would soon be destroyed.  

 Jesus’ followers were shocked to hear 

that this beautiful place would be destroyed. It 

was still being built and it was strong. They 

wanted to know what to expect and when to 

expect it. They wanted Jesus to tell them more 

about the future. 

 People want to know what to expect in 

the future. If we know what to expect, we can 

prepare. Some things we know to expect, 

the sun will rise in the morning and set at 

night. Unexpected things happen. Jesus knew 

the future. What should He say? 

 If you knew that something you were 

building would be destroyed, would you build 
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it? If you knew before it happened that your 

company would fail, would you start it? If you 

knew your marriage would end in divorce, 

would you get married? If you did not do any 

of these things, the future would be changed. 

Maybe you would decide not to do anything, 

ever. Knowing everything about the future can 

be dangerous. Jesus knew this and told about 

only the things they needed to know. He gave 

them special warnings that would help them. 

 Jesus knew that to come through the 

difficult times ahead, His followers would 

need a strong, true faith in Him alone. His first 

warning about the future was to not follow 

anyone else. Jesus was going to die, rise 

again, and then leave the earth. He was going 

to promise to come back. He knew some 

people would come who would lie. They 

would tell everyone that they were the One 

that was promised or that they were Jesus 

Himself. This did happen back then. It has 

happened many times. It is happening today.  

 Jesus’ next warning about the future 

was about fighting and wars. He wanted them 

to know that the future had very difficult 

times. He wanted them to understand that 

these times of nations having wars with other 

nations were a part of a plan. They should 

expect this. They did not need to be afraid. 

They would need to trust that God is in 

control and the end was coming but had not 

yet come. This happened during their time. It 

has happened many other times including two 

world wars. It is happening today. 

 Again Jesus warned them about 

disasters and strange things to come in the 

future. He said the earth will shake and break 

apart. We call these earthquakes. There will 

be a famine. A famine is when there is no 

food in a large area so many people have 

nothing to eat. There will be plagues, which 

are bad diseases among many people. Lastly 

there will be things in the sky that will make 

people afraid. All these things happened in 

their time: earthquakes, famines, plagues and 

a comet in the sky that made everyone afraid. 

These things have happened many times in 

many places. They are happening today.  

 God is in control of all these things. We 

do not have to worry or be afraid. We do need 

to trust Him and know that these are signs of 

the end coming but that it is not here yet. We 

need to expect that the end could come at any 

time. We need to be ready for the future. 
 

It’s Going to Get Personal  
(Luke 21:12-19) 

 Jesus wanted to warn His followers 

about difficult times that would happen to 

them before these world disasters. These were 

personal problems that they would suffer. 

Jesus love for them caused Him to warn them 

about their suffering.  

 They would be arrested and hurt by 

people who did not believe in Jesus. They 
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would be put in front of leaders of the Jewish 

places of worship and be put in prison. They 

would be put in front of kings and leaders 

because they were followers of Jesus. People 

they loved would have them arrested. They 

would be hated and some would be killed.  

 Jesus spoke kind words to His 

followers who may have been worried about 

these troubles that were coming. This, He 

taught them, would be a time when they 

would be able to tell others about Him. They 

would be able to tell kings and leaders the 

truth about the Good News of Jesus. They 

would be able to stay true and know that their 

souls had life that lasts forever.  

 They did not have to worry about what 

they would say. They could depend on Jesus 

to give them wisdom and the right words. 

They could depend on Jesus to give them the 

strength to say those words. This was His 

promise for them to remember during these 

difficult times. He also promised that no one 

would be able to stop them or tell them they 

were wrong. They would have the strength to 

be faithful. Nothing would be lost. If they 

died, they would still have life that lasts 

forever. We know that these things happened 

through the power of the Holy Spirit. Jesus 

sent the Holy Spirit to keep these promises by 

working in and through His followers. These 

same sufferings have happened many times. 

They are still happening today. Every time, 

Jesus has worked through the power of the 

Holy Spirit to keep His promise. His Word is 

true and good and we can depend on it. 
 

The End of the World as We Know It  
(Luke 21:20-24) 

 Jesus continued to warn His followers 

about the future. Not only was the house of 

God going to be destroyed and their lives have 

trouble, but Jerusalem, their Holy City, would 

be destroyed. They would need to run to the 

mountains. They thought that cities with walls 

were the safest places to be. Jesus knew that 

Jerusalem would be the most dangerous place 

to be. Anyone in the city would die. This 

happened in 70 AD when the Romans 

attacked Jerusalem. The world as they knew it 

ended, but it was not yet the end. 

 The end of all time is coming, but we 

do not need to worry. We need to put our trust 

and hope in Jesus who knows all things. We 

need to depend on the Holy Spirit, who is in 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. What things do you expect every day? What do 
you expect in the future? Could it change? 
 

2. Have you heard someone say that they were 
Jesus or heard stories about this happening? What 
did they do? How many followed them? 
 

3. Have you ever been in an earthquake, a famine or 
been sick during a plague? Tell your story. 
 

4. Have you or someone you know been arrested for 
telling about Jesus or for being a Christian? Tell 
about it if you can. 
 

5. Do you have help and hope for the future? How? 



people. This will all be done to you because of 

Me. 

13 This will be a time for you to tell about Me.  

14 Do not think about what you will say ahead 

of time.  

15 For I will give you wisdom in what to say 

and I will help you say it. Those who are 

against you will not be able to stop you or say 

you are wrong.  

16 “You will be handed over by your parents 

and your brothers and your family and your 

friends. They will kill some of you. 

17 All men will hate you because of Me.  

18 Yet not one hair of your head will be lost.  

19 But stay true and your souls will have life. 

20 “When you see armies all around 

Jerusalem, know that it will soon be destroyed.  

21 Those in the country of Judea must run to 

the mountains. Those in the city must leave at 

once. Those in the country must not go into the 

city.  

22 People will be punished in these hard days. 

All things will happen as it is written.  

23 “It will be hard for women who will soon 

be mothers. It will be hard for those feeding 

babies in those days. It will be very hard for 

the people in the land and anger will be 

brought down on them.  

24 People will be killed by the sword. They 

will be held in prison by all nations. Jerusalem 

will be walked over by the people who are not 

Jews until their time is finished.” 

all believers, to give us strength and wisdom 

for the future. God is in control! 

—————————— 
Luke 21:5-24  

5 Some people were talking about the house 

of God. They were saying that the stones 

were beautiful and that many gifts had been 

given. Jesus said, 

6 “As for these things you see, all these stones 

will be thrown down. Not one will be left on 

another.”  

7 They asked Jesus, “Teacher, when will this 

take place? What are we to look for to show 

us these things are about to happen?”  

8 He said, “Be careful that no one leads you 

the wrong way. For many people will come in 

My name. They will say, ‘I am the Christ.’ 

The time is near. Do not follow them.  

9 When you hear of wars and fighting in 

different places, do not be afraid. These 

things have to happen first, but the end is not 

yet.”  

10 Then Jesus said to them, “Nations will 

have wars with other nations. Countries will 

fight against countries.  

11 The earth will shake and break apart in 

different places. There will be no food. There 

will be bad diseases among many people. 

Very special things will be seen in the sky 

that will make people much afraid.  

12 “But before all this happens, men will take 

hold of you and make it very hard for you. 

They will give you over to the places of 

worship and to the prisons. They will bring 

you in front of kings and the leaders of the 
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The Lesson 

 “Jesus was a good man. Jesus was only 

a good teacher!” How many times have you 

heard people say this? Have you said this? Is 

it true? What do people you know say about 

Jesus? If Jesus was not God’s Son as He said 

He was then He was not a good man. He was 

not even a good teacher. If He was only a 

man and a teacher, then He was a liar or a 

lunatic. The truth is He was much more 

than a man and a good teacher. Jesus proved 

this by what He knew and what He did. God 

the Father said it at His baptism (Luke 9:35) 

and proved it later. 
 

Who Are You? (Luke 22:66-23:7) 

 Jesus did and said nothing wrong, but 

those who wanted to stop Him had Him 

arrested (Luke 22:52). Those who arrested 

Him made fun of Him and beat Him (Luke 

22:63). The highest ruling religious leaders 

asked Him many questions. They asked Him 

if He was the Christ. This means they wanted 

to know if He was the One the early preachers 

who spoke for God had promised was coming 

to save the Jewish people. He said they were 

right. They did not ask Him this and other 

questions to find out the truth. They asked 

Him so they could trap Him into saying 

something that would make Him look guilty 

to the Jewish people and to the Romans. They 

did not believe He was the Christ but He said 

He was. This made them angry enough to take 

the next step.  

 They knew how popular Jesus was so 

they looked for a way to get Him in trouble 

with the government. They took Him to 

Pilate, a Roman ruler. They told lies about 

what He said. They wanted to prove that He 

was a danger to Rome. The ruler did not care 
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about their lies. Pilate asked Jesus if He was 

the king of the Jews. Jesus said He was. Pilate 

either did not believe Him or he did not think 

He was a danger to Rome. He told them Jesus 

was innocent. This made the religious leaders 

angrier. They complained that Jesus was a 

troublemaker because of what He taught 

everywhere, starting in Galilee. Pilate told 

them all to Herod who was king of that area. 
 

 

What Will You Do? (Luke 23:8-12) 

 Herod was in Jerusalem for the Jewish 

holiday so they did not have to go far. Herod 

knew that Jesus was famous so he was happy 

to see him. He wanted Jesus to do a miracle 

for him like he had heard about from others. 

He did not care about what these religious 

leaders said Jesus had done wrong. He wanted 

to see Jesus do something to make him happy. 

Jesus did not do a miracle for him. Jesus 

would not talk to him at all.  

 Again the religious leaders told lies 

about Jesus. Herod did not care about their 

lies and he did not say that He was guilty. 

Maybe he was angry that Jesus would not do a 

miracle. Maybe he thought he could shame 

Jesus to make the religious leaders happy. We 

cannot be sure, but we know that Herod and 

his soldiers made fun of Jesus, put kingly 

clothes on Him and sent Him back to Pilate.  

 Luke tells us that, on that day, Pilate 

and Herod became friends. They had not been 

friends before. They had worked against each 

other. Maybe Herod thought it was good of 

Pilate to ask him what he thought. He had not  

decided anything, so what to do with Jesus 

became Pilate’s problem again. 
 

What Has He Done? (Luke 23:13-25) 

 Pilate got everyone together, not just 

the religious leaders but also the many Jewish 

people who were in Jerusalem for the special 

holiday. He said that he knew that they had 

accused J esus of leading people in the 

wrong way. He had asked Jesus many 

questions and decided that He was innocent. 

He told them that Herod had also decided that 

Jesus was innocent because he had sent Him 

back. He told them there was no reason to 

have Jesus put to death. He decided to punish 

Jesus then let Him go free.  

 Pilate had made it his habit to let one 

prisoner go free during this special Jewish 

holiday. When the people were not happy 

with his decision to let Jesus go, he brought 

out another prisoner named Barabbas. He was 

a murderer and a troublemaker against the 

Roman leaders. He gave the religious leaders 

and all the people a choice between letting 

Jesus or this murderer go free. They chose to 

let the murderer go free.  

 Pilate tried again to get them to listen to 

him. He wanted to let Jesus go free. All the 

people shouted with loud voices, telling Pilate 
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to nail Jesus to a cross. This is the way the 

Romans killed people who were guilty. They 

nailed people to a cross and let them hang 

there until they were dead. It was a terrible 

and very painful way to die. 

 Pilate told them for a third time that he 

did not believe that Jesus had done anything 

wrong enough to put Him to death. He 

wanted to punish Him and let Him go free. 

The people continued to shout to nail Jesus to 

a cross. They wanted Him to die. Pilate gave 

in and let the murderer go free. He told the 

soldiers to do what the people wanted. 

 We do not know where Jesus’ friends 

were that day. We know that His followers 

were afraid when Jesus was arrested and most 

of them ran away. Maybe those who knew 

Jesus could do miracles thought that He 

would save Himself. Maybe they thought that 

He would be the One to save them from the 

Romans, so it was good for Him to be in 

danger. This would make Him want to act 

against the Romans. The many people who 

were shouting must have been listening to the 

lies of  the religious leaders. We know that 

this was part of God’s plan to save people 

from their sins. Jesus had to die to pay the 

price of sin. 

 Jesus gave His own life for us. He could 

have done a miracle to save Himself. He chose 

to die on the cross. We need to remember this 

as we make choices everyday. Jesus made the 

right choice, to give His life. Will we choose 

to do right with our lives? Will we love Jesus 

enough to give our lives to follow Him?  Jesus 

is the Son of God to be worshiped. He is the 

King of kings to be obeyed and served. What 

will you choose? 

—————————— 

Luke 22:66 to 23:25  
66 When it was morning the leaders of the 
people and the religious leaders and the 
teachers of the Law got together. They took 
Jesus to the court of the religious leader. They 
said,   
67 “Tell us if you are the Christ.” He said to 
them, “If I tell you, you will not believe Me.   
68 If I ask you something, you will not tell 
Me.   
69 From now on, the Son of Man will be 
seated at the right hand of the All-powerful 
God.”   
70 They all said, “Then are You the Son of 
God?” He said, “You say that I am.”   
71 Then they said, “What other word do we 
need against Him? We have heard Him say  
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Things to Think About 
 

1. Who do you think Jesus is? 
 
 

2. What would you say to someone who had 
questions about Jesus? 
 
 

3. What do you think about the choice that the crowd 
made to release Barabbas and to send Jesus to die 
on the cross? 
 

4. Jesus died so that you could be forgiven of your 
sins. God offers that forgiveness to you as a free gift. 
Are you living your life in a way that is worthy of the 
sacrifice Jesus made for you? What do you need to 
do differently to live a life of thankfulness? 



other. 
13 Pilate called the religious leaders and the 
leaders of the people and the people together.   
14 He said to them, “You brought this Man to 
me as one that leads the people in the wrong 
way. I have asked Him about these things in 
front of you. I do not find Him guilty of the 
things you say against Him.   
15 Herod found nothing wrong with Him 
because he sent Him back to us. There is no 
reason to have Him put to death.   
16 I will punish Him and let Him go free.” 
17 Every year at the time of the special supper, 
Pilate would let one person who was in prison 
go free.   
18 They all cried out together with a loud 
voice, “Take this Man away! Let Barabbas go 
free.” 
19 Barabbas had killed some people and had 
made trouble against the leaders of the 
country. He had been put in prison. 
20 Pilate wanted to let Jesus go free so he 
talked to them again.  
21 But they cried out, “Nail Him to a cross! 
Nail Him to a cross!”   
22 Pilate said to them the third time, “Why, 
what bad thing has He done? I have found no 
reason to put Him to death. I will punish Him 
and let Him go free.” 
23 But they kept on crying out with loud 
voices saying that He must be nailed to a 
cross. Their loud voices got what they wanted.  
24 Then Pilate said that it should be done as 
they wanted.  
25 Pilate let the man go free who had made 
trouble against the leaders of the country and 
who had killed people. He gave Jesus over to 
them to do with as they wanted. 

this with His own mouth.” 
23:1 Then all the many people got up and 
took Jesus to Pilate.   
2 They began to tell things against Him, 
saying, “We have found this Man leading the 
people of our nation in a wrong way. He has 
been telling them not to pay taxes to Caesar. 
He has been saying He is Christ, a King.” 
3 Pilate asked Jesus, “Are You the King of 
the Jews?” He said, “What you said is true.” 
4 Then Pilate said to the religious leaders and 
to the people, “I find nothing wrong in this 
Man.” 
5 They became more angry. They said, “He 
makes trouble among the people. He has been 
teaching over all the country of Judea, starting 
in Galilee and now here.” 
6 When Pilate heard the word, Galilee, he 
asked, “Is the Man from Galilee?”  
7 As soon as Pilate knew Jesus belonged in 
the country where Herod was king, he sent 
Him to Herod. Herod was in Jerusalem at that 
time also. 
8 Herod was very glad when he saw Jesus 
because he had wanted to see Him for a long 
time. He had heard many things about Him 
and had hoped to see Him do some powerful 
work. 
9 Herod talked to Jesus and asked many 
things. But Jesus said nothing.  
10 The religious leaders and the teachers of 
the Law were standing there. They said many 
false things against Him. 
11 Then Herod and his soldiers were very bad 
to Jesus and made fun of Him. They put a 
beautiful coat on Him and sent Him back to 
Pilate.   
12 That day Pilate and Herod became friends. 
Before that they had worked against each  
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The Lesson 

 “He’s dead! How can He save us now? 

I thought He was the Messiah, but now He is 

gone!” This could have been said by any of 

Jesus’ followers after Jesus died on the cross. 

They had not expected Jesus to be beaten, 

made fun of, and nailed to a cross. It seemed 

He had not saved Himself or anyone else. He 

died! This seemed to be the end of the “holy 

nation of God” that He had promised. His life, 

His miracles, and His teaching are all seemed 

to be buried with Him. These may have been 

the sad thoughts of those who loved Him. 

 For three days, the followers of Jesus 

suffered with painful thoughts like these. 

They were also very afraid that they might be 

arrested for being followers of Jesus. His 

special followers had run away when Jesus 

was arrested (see Mark 14:50). Peter had 

denied knowing Jesus (see Luke 22:54-60). 

Judas had betrayed Him (see Luke 22:47-48) 

and had killed himself (see Matthew 27:5). 

They had lost hope.   

 All those terrible sufferings had 

happened to Jesus. He had not saved Himself 

from pain, suffering and death. He had saved 

others. The thief on the cross next to Him had 

also died, but he had been saved. The reason 

Jesus gave His life was to pay the price for 

the sin of the whole world (John 3:16-17). His 

followers did not know this yet, but they were 

going to find out the truth. 
 

Filled with Questions (Luke 24:13-24) 

 It was the first day of the week, 

Sunday, Easter Sunday! The followers of 

Jesus Christ, who would soon be known as 

Christians, did not know what had happened 

yet. Some of the followers who were women 

went to the cave where Jesus’ body had been 
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put to put spices on the body as Jewish people 

did when someone died. They did not find His 

dead body, they found the hope that He had 

taught them - Jesus was alive!  

 On that same day, two of Jesus’ 

followers were walking to the town of 

Emmaus (less than 10 miles from Jerusalem). 

One was named Cleopas. We do not know the 

other’s name. They were not part of the 

twelve special followers. They had not heard 

the wonderful news that Jesus was alive but 

they knew that His body was missing. This 

was a mystery. They were talking about all 

that had happened in the last three days. 

 As they were walking, someone that 

they did not know came and walked with 

them. They had been talking and then the 

person was there. They may have been too sad 

to even want to know who this person was. 

They may not ever have been this close to 

Jesus. They did not expect to see Him. They 

did not expect Him to rise from the dead. 

Maybe God kept them from seeing Him.  

 He asked them what they were talking 

about. They stopped walking and He could see 

they were sad. They were surprised that He 

would ask. The whole country knew what was 

happening. There were many visitors in town 

for the holiday, but most knew what was 

happening. Cleopas asked Jesus if He was the 

only one that did not know. It is funny to think 

that it was Cleopas and his friend who did not 

know what was happening or who they were 

talking to.  

 Answering Jesus’ next question, the 

men first told what this great One Who spoke 

for God did. They told of His miracles and 

great teachings. They told the a short story of 

the last three days. They blamed Jesus’ 

violent death on the Jewish leaders only. 

Next, they told Him they had hoped Jesus was 

the Messiah, the One Who the Old Testament 

had promised would come. They thought most 

of these writings talked about the Messiah 

coming to free people from the government. 

They did not know that Jesus really came to 

free people from their sins! To these 

followers, Jesus’ death meant the death of all 

their hopes.  

 They had a little bit of hope, though, 

because of Jesus’ body being missing. The 

women had said that Jesus was alive. They 

knew these women but they were not sure 

about their report. They also knew that others 

had found that the cave where Jesus' body had 

been put was empty! What had happened to 

Jesus’ body? 
 

Looking for Answers (Luke 24:25-27)  

 We know the answer to that question. 

Jesus was and is alive. We know what 

happened had been told about in the Old 

Testament many years before it happened.   

 Jesus told them they were not right to 

lose hope. He told them they did not have the 
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right ideas about the Messiah. They had 

missed the parts of the special writings of the 

Old Testament that told about Christ’s 

suffering. He taught them what Moses and 

others had written about Him. He proved that 

He was the Messiah by showing them how 

He had done all that the Holy Writings said. 

They still did not see that He was Jesus. 
 

Hope Shown to be Real (24:28-35) 

 They continued to walk as they learned 

from this “stranger.” Cleopas and his friend 

came to where they were going to stay. It was 

getting late so they invited Jesus to stay with 

them. People often invited strangers to stay 

with them in those days. It was good to help 

others in this way. Jesus went in with them. 

 At dinner, maybe because this stranger 

was a good teacher, He was asked to give 

thanks for the food and take the first piece of 

bread for Himself. He gave thanks, then he 

took the bread and gave it to them first. This 

is something Jesus did and had done many 

times so that the followers of Jesus knew it 

was Him, not a stranger. Jesus was alive and 

sitting right there with them! He was there, 

then He was not there. They must have been 

shocked! It was Jesus and He was gone! 

 They talked about how they had felt 

when Jesus was teaching them. His teachings 

gave them joy. They now knew why He had 

been able to teach them all about the Holy 

Writings and the Messiah. Jesus was alive. 

They had seen Him, walked with Him, talked 

with Him and eaten with Him. They must tell 

everyone in Jerusalem this good news! It was 

late but they got up and went. They found the 

eleven followers and shared what happened. 

 The Christian faith is about Jesus, how 

He died and came back to life. Many people 

saw him alive. He showed Himself to over 

500 people (see 1 Corinthians 15:3-8). Many 

of the eleven followers and others were killed 

for their faith and for telling the truth about 

Jesus. They never changed what they said. 

Jesus proved He is God and has power over 

death by rising again. You can be sure He is 

who He said He is! You can trust Jesus to be 

your Savior, friend, forgiver, and healer. Are 

you ready to believe? 

—————————— 

Luke 24:13-35 
13 That same day two of His followers were 
going to the town of Emmaus. It was about a 
two-hour walk from Jerusalem.   
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Things to Think About 
 

1. Jesus told the followers about what was 
happening and what the Bible said. How can you 
use what is happening today to tell about Jesus? 
 

2. Tell about something sad but hopeful that has 
happened to you or a friend. 
 

3. Think about what it would have been like to be 
Cleopas. How would you explain who Jesus is and 
what He did to the stranger who is walking with you? 
 

4. What if they had not invited Jesus to stay? 
 

5. Will you invite Jesus into your life and/or tell 
others? 



hard things to come into His shining-
greatness?”   
27 Jesus kept on telling them what Moses and 
all the early preachers had said about Him in 
the Holy Writings. 
28 When they came to the town where they 
were going, Jesus acted as if He were going 
farther.   
29 But they said to Him, “Stay with us. It will 
soon be evening. The day is about over.” He 
went in to stay with them.   
30 As He sat at the table with them, He took 
the bread and gave thanks and broke it. Then 
He gave it to them.   
31 And their eyes were opened and they knew 
Him. Then He left them and could not be seen.  
32 They said to each other, “Were not our 
hearts filled with joy when He talked to us on 
the road about what the Holy Writings said?” 
33 Then they got up at once and went back to 
Jerusalem. They found the eleven followers 
together and others with them.   
34 They said, “For sure the Lord is risen and 
was seen by Simon.” 
35 Then they told what had happened on the 
road and how they came to know Him when 
He broke the bread. 
  

14 They talked of all these things that had 
happened.  
15 While they were talking together, Jesus 
Himself came and walked along with them.   
16 Something kept their eyes from seeing 
Who He was. 
17 He said to them, “What are you talking 
about as you walk?” They stood still and 
looked sad.   
18 One of them, whose name was Cleopas, 
said to Him, “Are you the only one visiting 
Jerusalem who has not heard of the things that 
have happened here these days?”   
19 Jesus said to them, “What things?” They 
answered, “The things about Jesus of 
Nazareth. He was the great One Who spoke 
for God. He did powerful works and spoke 
powerful words in the sight of God and the 
people.   
20 And the religious leaders and the leaders 
of the people gave Him over to be killed and 
nailed Him to a cross.   
21 We were hoping He was the One Who was 
going to make the Jewish people free. But it 
was three days ago when these things 
happened. 
22 “Some of the women of our group have 
surprised us and made us wonder. They went 
to the grave early this morning.   
23 They did not find His body. They came 
back saying they had seen angels in a special 
dream who said that He was alive.   
24 Some of those who were with us went to 
the grave and found it as the women had said. 
But they did not see Him.” 
25 Then Jesus said to them, “You foolish 
men. How slow you are to believe what the 
early preachers have said.   
26 Did not Christ have to go through these 
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Mary and Joseph. They each got this news at 

different times. They each got this news from 

an angel. The news was shocking at first. It 

was very shocking for Joseph because he was 

told that the baby that was coming was not his. 

Mary was going to have a baby, but it was a 

miracle baby. The God Who made the whole 

world was going to make a very special baby. 

This baby was going to be 100% man and 

100% God. What an amazing miracle. They 

both knew this was a blessing from God. It 

was also a difficult thing because Mary and 

Joseph were not married yet.  

 God was with them through the hard 

times. The birth of this baby boy was a 

miracle because Mary had never been with a 

man. God became man. This birth was very 

special. Many wonderful things happened to 

help Mary and Joseph understand what a 

beautiful miracle it really was. 
 

The Honor of Good News (Luke 2:8-12) 

 The shepherds were watching their 

sheep that night just like any other night. It 

was time for the sheep to rest. Nothing special 

or wonderful had happened. It was just the 

shepherds and the sheep alone on a hillside.  

They did not know it yet, but this night would 

be different. 

 It was a different night for the angels 

too. One had gone to Mary. One had gone to 

Joseph. This night many angels would be 

The Lesson 

 “I have good news!” How many times 

have you heard or hoped to hear this? People 

who are waiting for a report from the doctor 

hope to hear this. Couples having a baby hope 

to hear this. Those in jail hope to hear this. 

Everyone loves to hear some good news! 

Some good news changes our lives forever, 

like congratulations, it’s a boy!  

 One young couple got that news long 

before the baby was to be born. Their names, 
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Adult Bible Study  
in Simplified English 

 

The Gospel of Luke:  
Jesus’ Personal Touch 

 

Christmas Lesson:  
Good News of Great Joy 

for All People 

Bible Text 
Luke 2:8-20 

 
Memory Verse 

“The angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. See! I 
bring you good news of great joy which is for all 
people.’” (Luke 2:10) 
 

Word List 
blessing: God’s gifts that bring joy or comfort  
message: news, facts or important idea sent 
from one to another either by speaking or writing 
witnessing: telling what one has seen, known or 
felt to others who do not know 



 

The Shepherd’s Way –Trust and Obey,  
Believe and Go (Luke 2:13-15) 

 Next, this wonderful message got even 

better. They saw not just one angel but many 

angels. These angels were all giving thanks to 

God. Their message of thanks told about the 

greatness and honor of God in heaven. They 

also had a message of peace on earth for people 

who please Him.  

 The honor of God was shown, good 

news was given, and praised God, maybe even 

sang to Him. Then they were gone. Now what? 

The shepherds knew what they hoped for 

because they knew about sheep who trusted 

and obeyed them as shepherds. They would be 

like the sheep as they trusted God, their 

Shepherd, and obeyed Him.  

 The shepherds trusted the message they 

heard from the angels. Their trust in the 

message of the Messiah was so great that they 

were willing to leave their sheep. Shepherds do 

not leave their sheep, but this night was 

different. They left their homes and families to 

go to Bethlehem. First they believed and then 

they obeyed. Jesus’ future followers would 

believe and obey. We should also believe and 

obey. Believe the good news that Jesus died for 

our sins and came to give us life that lasts 

forever. If you have believed, it is time to obey. 

Tell others about the good news and live the 

life that Jesus taught us to live. 

 

called on to go to earth to give an amazing 

message to some simple shepherds. They 

had good news that would change everything 

forever.  

 That good news was that the Messiah 

was born. First, there was just one angel who 

told them not to be afraid. The message was 

good news, not bad news. This good news 

was for all people, not just special leaders or 

rich people. This baby was the One Who 

saves from the punishment of sin, not just a 

baby boy. He was Christ the Lord, not just a 

leader of men. This angel told them how to 

find the baby. They were to go to a place 

where the animals are fed and they would find 

this Baby wrapped up in cloth. What an 

amazing and strange message for them to hear 

from an angel. What an honor to be the first 

on earth to hear this message. 

 Through Christ, and His work in us, 

God would continue to show His honor to 

people. He would do this in many different 

ways. God would show His honor in Christ 

Jesus (see John 8:54). Jesus was able to use 

sickness to bring honor to God when the sick 

person was healed (see John 11:4). God’s 

great honor was seen that night in a field and 

then in a place where animals are fed. We can 

see God’s honor today if we share the good 

news of the Messiah’s birth at Christmas time 

or anytime. We can share the honor of God 

with the world. 
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Sharing the Amazing Word (Luke 2:16-20) 

 The shepherds went and found the 

Baby. They did not go slowly, they went fast. 

They found everything as the angels had said 

it would be. The Baby was lying in a place 

where the cattle are fed. Mary and Joseph 

were there too. The shepherds must have 

been amazed and filled with joy. They had 

trusted and obeyed and now they were the 

first to see the Messiah, the promised One 

from God. They did not wait to be told what 

to do next. They told about what the angel 

had said about Jesus. We do not know how 

many people they told, but we do know that 

all who heard about it were surprised. Their 

story of that night must have amazed all who 

heard. They had seen angels and the Messiah 

and now they were witnessing to others about 

this good news. Their witness was simple, 

they told what they knew about the Christ 

child. 

 Today,  some Christians are afraid of 

the idea of witnessing. They picture 

themselves walking down a street and 

knocking on door after door talking to 

strangers. The shepherds are our example. 

There is no need to be afraid. Keep it simple 

and share what you know, have heard, have 

seen and what God has done in your life. It is 

as simple as being a witness to an accident. 

You saw something happen and you tell the 

police what you saw. Seeing the accident 

makes you a witness. Telling what you saw is 

witnessing. Telling your story of what God 

has done through Jesus in your life is 

witnessing for God.  

 Mary also heard the witness of the 

shepherds and knew what the angel had told 

her was true. She had trusted God and He had 

helped her through the difficult times. Now 

He gave her the good news through the simple 

shepherds. What a wonderful gift of love from 

God the Father. Jesus was also a gift of love 

for her, Joseph and all people. The shepherds 

also felt this gift as they went back to their 

sheep. They thanked God for this amazing 

night. They gave all honor to God with joy in 

their hearts. Everything the angel had told 

them was true. The Messiah had come! 

 The good news of Jesus’ birth was 

wonderful. God chose to share this amazing 

event in history with simple shepherds. They 

believed the message about the Messiah and 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. Why do you think God chose to tell the good news 
to the shepherds first? 
 

2. Do you remember a time when you saw the honor 
of God? What happened? How did you tell others? 
 

3. Which part of God’s message from the Bible has 
been the hardest for you to trust? 
 

4. Tell about a time when your trust in God’s word 
helped you to obey. 
 

5. What is your favorite part of the Christmas story? 



God. They were saying, 

14 “Greatness and honor to our God in the 

highest heaven and peace on earth among men 

who please Him.” 

15 The angels went from the shepherds back to 

heaven. The shepherds said to each other, “Let 

us go now to Bethlehem and see what has 

happened. The Lord has told us about this.” 

16 They went fast and found Mary and Joseph. 

They found the Baby lying in a place where 

cattle are fed. 

17 When they saw the Child, they told what the 

angel said about Him.   

18 All who heard it were surprised at what the 

shepherds told them.   

19 But Mary hid all these words in her heart. 

She thought about them much.   

20 The shepherds went back full of joy. They 

thanked God for all they had heard and seen. It 

happened as the angel had told them. 

obeyed what they were told to do. They were 

told to go, so they went. Because they went 

and then told others, many were amazed and 

filled with joy. God was honored. 

 What will you do with the good news? 

Jesus was born to take our sins by dying on 

the cross and rising again to give us a new life 

that will last forever. Are you amazed? Do 

you have joy like the shepherds did? Will you 

trust and obey? Share the good news with 

someone today. 

 

—————————— 

Luke 2:8-20 

8 In the same country there were shepherds in 

the fields. They were watching their flocks of 

sheep at night. 

9 The angel of the Lord came to them. The 

shining-greatness of the Lord shone around 

them. They were very much afraid.   

10 The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. 

See! I bring you good news of great joy 

which is for all people. 

11 Today, One Who saves from the 

punishment of sin has been born in the city of 

David. He is Christ the Lord. 

12 There will be something special for you to 

see. This is the way you will know Him. You 

will find the Baby with cloth around Him, 

lying in a place where cattle are fed.” 

13 At once many angels from heaven were 

seen, along with the angel, giving thanks to 
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