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About the Writer 
Marcia Miller developed a heart for missions as a child 
growing up in First Baptist, Dallas, where she is still a 
member. While serving as a volunteer in New York City, 
Marcia learned about the Lipson Method of teaching. She 
used this as her guide when she had the opportunity to 
teach Vietnamese children who were living in a refugee 
camp in Malaysia. The Gospel of John is the second 
Teaching Guide that she has written. She has written six 
Study Guides. 

Welcome! 
 The purpose of this Teaching Guide is to provide 
teachers with a plan for teaching a quality Bible lesson 
while helping participants improve their English language 
skills. Use of this material is suggested for International 
Sunday School classes or any Bible study group taught at 
a Basic English level. 
 The Teaching Guide begins with listings of the 
Lesson Focus, Focal/Background Text, and Memory 
Verse, all of which provide the premise for the lesson. 
This information is followed by a teaching plan under 
headings of Connect with Life, Guide the Study, and 
Encourage Application. At the end of each lesson, Extra 
Teaching Ideas are provided under those same headings. 
As the teacher, you may pick and choose from these helps 
to use along with the student’s Study Guide to fit the 
lesson to your class members’ abilities and needs. 
 

Which Bible translation does this  

material use? 

 The Bible text printed in the lesson material is 
from the NEW LIFE Version of the Bible (NLV), an 
inexpensive translation (not a paraphrase) which uses only 
an 850-word vocabulary. The NLV is available from 
Christian Literature International, P. O. Box 777, Canby, 
Oregon 97013; e-mail christian@canby.com; telephone 
(orders only) 1-800-324-9734. 
 The New Life Version is also available online at 
www.biblegateway.com and www.studylight.org. 
 The NLV Bible often uses simplified phrases to 
express terms generally familiar to anyone raised in a 
Christian environment. In the Teaching Guide, these terms 
will usually be expressed using the NLV terminology, 
followed by the more common term in parentheses; for 
example, “proud religious lawkeeper (Pharisee)” or “early 
preacher (prophet).”  The teacher has the option of using 
the NLV term for new Christians or beginning students, or 
the common term where it will be better understood and 
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less cumbersome in teaching. Once a word or phrase has 
been introduced in the Word List or teaching procedures, 
however, the familiar expression may be used to help 
students add it to their vocabulary. 
 

Pray and prepare 
 Prayer is specifically suggested in the teaching 
procedures. It should be an integral part of your lesson 
plan. Use your own judgment as to where it best fits into 
the teaching session. 
 The writers and editors wish you success and give 
you prayerful support in your teaching of this Adult Bible 
Study in Simplified English. 

Gospel of John: Believe in Jesus and Live! 
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General Suggestions  
1. Provide language edition Bibles so students can 
read the focal passage in their native languages.  
2. Beginning students may require three sessions to 
complete one lesson. 
3. Review the Word List before beginning the study. 
Provide Study Guide pages for class to keep 
vocabulary studies in their notebooks. 
4. Prepare 9-12 core sentences which tell the most 
important part of the Bible focal text. Illustrate each 
sentence with stick figures and symbols in picture 
sequence form (see details below). 
5. Prepare lesson outlines or written materials before 
class—make your own cling sheets by cutting apart 
white plastic garbage bags and writing on them with 
markers. The plastic bags will cling to the wall. 
 
Bible Comments/Focal Text 
1. Help students hear English and practice their 
pronunciation by modeling phrases and sentence. 
Allow the entire class to repeat. Be consistent with 
stress and intonation. Speak naturally. 
2. Allow individual students to read a sentence or 
paragraph at a time. For further practice, ask 
students to tell sections from Bible comments in their 
own words. 
3. When time allows, pairs may read the lesson again 
to each other. 
4. Class may close books and listen as a native 
speaker reads the section again. 
5. Discuss lesson using “Things to Think About.” 
 
Memory Verse 
1. Challenge class members to say the Memory 
Verse several times each day.  
2. Provide blank paper for students to write Memory 
Verses.  
3. Write phrases or individual words on separate 
pieces of paper. Give to students to place in order. 
4. Write entire verse on board. Read in unison. Erase 
key words a few at a time. Recite until entire verse is 
erased and class can repeat by memory. 
5. Make a symbol for each word or phrase of the 
verse.  

6. Use the symbols as a reminder for saying the 
verse. 
 
Picture Sequencing (Lipson Method) 
This method is especially suited for teaching 
beginners. It consists of a series of pictures with 
accompanying sentences that tell a story. It may be 
used solely for oral production (using pictures alone) 
or for integrated skills (engaging students in reading 
and writing the story).  
 You may use real pictures, videotape, pictures that 
are professionally drawn, or stick figures 
 Other benefits include the following: 
1. Relaxed, low-anxiety atmosphere as students 
focus on the pictures and create their own sentences 
to tell the story 
 Focus on fluency, not just accuracy 
 Focus on a message or task rather than form or  
  grammar 
 Minimal error-correction as students tell the story  
2. Pictures (even stick figures) convey meaning in 
every language. 
3. The same set of pictures can be used with more 
than one level of students by making the sentences 
easier or more difficult.  
4. The use of pictures helps students learn the 
language in “chunks” rather than words in isolation. 
5. The only item needed is a piece of chalk—or a 
marker, if using a cling sheet or overhead 
transparency. 
 
Preparation 
1. Put a story into sentences that are suitable for the 
level of your students. Try to tell the story with a 
maximum of ten sentences. For low beginners, 
choose the simplest and fewest words possible. Keep 
sentences in their most basic form, so students can 
combine sentences later. 
2. Draw simple pictures or stick figures to illustrate 
key points in the story. These serve as prompts for 
the telling of the story. Other drawing tips: 
  An “x” in a small square beside a picture enables 
you to cue for a negative as you tell the story. 
  Direct quotations may be indicated with a cartoon-
type bubble. 
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Procedure 
1. Introduce the story by following your prepared 
script of sentences (for consistency) and pointing to 
the pictures as you speak. This will give students the 
main idea and help them think in chunks of language 
(as in real-life language use). 
2. Introduce the new words as you again reference 
the pictures. Use props and/or dramatization as 
needed to establish understanding. Work on 
individual sounds and word stress as students repeat 
new words. 
3. Lead students in repetition of the story, one 
sentence at a time, working on sentence stress and 
intonation. 
4. Lead the class in one more repetition of the story 
(going straight through and continuing to refer to the 
pictures throughout the story). 
5. Ask the class to tell you the story as you cue the 
story sequence by pointing to the pictures. (You 
become “stage prompter” at this point.) 
6. Then ask for a single volunteer to tell the story. 
(This may open the door for several more proficient 
students to use what they know.) 
7. Divide the class into small groups of 3-5 students 
to give each person practice in telling the story. 
(Inevitably, the most eager student will go first, 
followed by another “semi”-eager student. By the time 
it is the least proficient student’s turn, he/she will 
have learned a lot by listening, will have observed a 
good model at least a couple of times, and will have 
bolstered courage for risk-taking.) 
8. Follow with questions to review story (begin by 
naming the setting, the characters, etc.—easy 
questions). 
9. Conclude with life application questions that 
require some thought and give students opportunity 
to express opinion, emotion, and their own ideas. 
Lesson Expansion 
If the setting and circumstances permit, use these 
ideas:  
—Sequencing pictures (a set for each pair of 
students) while listening to you or to a taped voice tell 
the story 
—Picture sequencing without hearing the story told 
—Matching pictures and sentences 
—Scrambled sentences to arrange in order (writing 
numbers or letters in front of sentences to show 
sequence; cutting up sentences and moving around 
to position correct order) 
—Strip story (cutting up sentences, issuing one strip 
per student, asking students to arrange themselves in 

order, having them retell the story by contributing the 
portion on their paper strip) 
—Cloze (supplying a written copy with every nth word 
blank; students work in pairs to fill in the missing 
words) 
—Dictation (teacher or student telling the story while 
students write what they hear) 
—Provide a copy of the sentences for each student. 
Ask that they read the story to a partner. 
—Ask students to write the story in their own words. 
 
Bible passage as content for reading 
Procedure 
1. Tell the parable or story using pictures. Use 
animation and simple sentences. 
2. Ask questions about the main idea of the story. 
3. Read story aloud while students follow along and 
underline unknown words. Go over the meaning of 
these words with the whole class. 
4. Intermediate or advanced students: Have students 
read silently a second time to look for answers to two 
or three questions about details that you have written 
on the board. Ask students to discuss their answers 
with a partner. Then go over answers with the whole 
class. 
5. Beginning or low-intermediate students: Read 
story again and ask students to repeat it with you line 
by line. 
6. Invite the class to read the story with you in 
unison. 
7. Ask pairs to read the story to each other. 
8. Ask for volunteers to tell the story in their own 
words. 
9. Make drawings large enough for the back row to 
see. 
10. Select a list of new words in the story—unfamiliar 
words that the students would not likely be able to 
figure out from context (generally 8-10 new words 
per lesson). 
11. List the new words in categories: verbs, nouns, 
adjectives, adverbs. When listing verbs, you may 
write both simple present and past tense forms (e.g., 
eat/ate, walk/walked). Basic beginners would do well 
to tell the story in present tense, but high beginners 
could work in present tense, then retell the story in 
past tense. 
 
Checklist for Successful Classrooms 
Right Kind of Input 
1. New language in every lesson 
2. Input that is slightly above the students' current 
level of proficiency 
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3. Content relevant to the students' real-life needs 
and interests 
4. Language learned in meaningful chunks, not 
words in isolation 
5. Comprehensibility achieved by use of the 
following: 
 —Realia or authentic materials 
 —Simplified language (rephrasing, repeating, 
clear enunciation) 
 —Demonstration and multiple examples rather 
than explanation 
 —Lots of gestures and nonverbal language 
Low Anxiety Environment 
Students should not be afraid to make mistakes or 
take risks in language learning. The following factors 
contribute to a relaxed and comfortable atmosphere 
and build a sense of community: 
—Personally greeting and bidding farewell to 
students 
—Sincere and frequent affirmation 
—Minimal error correction from the teacher 
—Frequent reference to the culture(s) of the students 
—Smiles and laughter that are commonplace 
—Connecting with students through eye contact and 
positioning yourself on students’ eye level 
—Calling students by name 
Checklist for Real-Life Interaction 
1. Pace activities with a balance of noisy/quiet and 
still/active 
2. Attention to different learning styles (visual, 
auditory, tactile, kinesthetic) 
3. Variety in grouping (predominately pairs and small 
groups of three or five; using whole class in initial 
presentation and again for feedback and wrap-up at 
the end) 
4. A focus on a task or message rather than form 
(grammar) 
5. Provision for all four skills (listening, speaking, 
reading, writing) 
6. Avoidance of questions for which answers are 
known 
7. Use of information gap activity in which partners 
have different pieces of information and must ask 
each other questions in order to fill in their gaps of 
understanding 
8. Other useful activities: surveys, interviews, role-
play, problem-solving, and interactive games 
9. Review previous material. 
 
 
___________________________ 

Some suggestions based on material developed for 
the EFL Training Manual—Beyond our Borders. 

Online Resources  
and Study Helps 

 
 EasyEnglish is a form of simple English developed 

by Wycliffe Associates (UK). Their website: 
(www.easyenglish.info) contains Bible 
commentaries, Bible translations, Bible studies, and 
other materials written in simple English. They are 
free for you to download and use.  

 
 Additional teaching help is provided in the Internet 

edition of the Baptist Standard 
www.baptiststandard.com. Go to the website, then 
to Resources, then Bible Study. 

 
 Additional adult Bible study helps are available 

under “Teaching Resource Items” at 
www.baptistwaypress.org.  
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Prior Preparation 
♦ Make a poster, similar to the one to the right 
from Zazzle.com, showing the names of Jesus: 
Creator, Bread of Life, Gate, Good Shepherd, I 
AM, King of Israel, Lamb of God, Son of God, 
Light of the World, True Vine, The Way, The 
Truth. The center and most prominent word on the 
poster should be THE WORD.  
Note: Save the poster for future lessons. 
♦ Choose a good reader or group of readers to read 
the Bible verses in the Focal Text (printed on the 
fourth page of the Study Guide for each lesson). 
Ask them to read right after the Memory Verse is read. 
Or use that page as a listening exercise while you read 
the verses to them.  
♦ Be prepared to have name tags for each class 
member. 
♦ If your class members do not have cell phones, plan 
to take several flashlights with you. 
♦ For your personal inspiration this week as you are 
thinking about this lesson, add to your Play List: 
“Getting to Know You” from the musical THE KING 

AND I, “Jesus, Jesus, Jesus (There’s Just Something 
About That Name)” by the Gaithers and “This Little 
Light of Mine.” 
 

Connect with Life 
1. As the class members arrive, give each a name tag. 
As the class settles down say: “My name is 
____________.  I am ____________.” Name some 
of your titles: a teacher, a parent, a spouse, a 
Christian; use whatever words you use to describe 
yourself.  
 

2. Pray that God will help the class members to 
understand many of the names of Jesus. 
 

3. Ask: Who are you? Everyone has many names or 
titles. Those names help others to learn more about 
you and who you are. 
 

Guide the Study 
4. When people are introduced to each other they 
want to know about this person who might become 
their new best friend or the love of their life.  
There are many names for Jesus. Use the poster you 
made to show some of those names. Be prepared to 
show that these names are used to illustrate the 

nature of Jesus. 
 

Source: http://www.zazzle.com/the_names_of_jesus_christ_from_the_ 
bible_art_print-228244665524157198 
 

5. Ask a class member to read the Memory Verse: 
“Life began by Him. His Life was the Light for 
men.” (John 1:4) Then call on the reader(s) to read 
the Bible passage for this lesson as planned. 
 This is the beginning of the idea of the Trinity 
(God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Spirit.) It is the mystery of the three-in-one.  

Teaching Guide 
Adult Bible Study  

in Simplified English 
 

The Gospel of John: 
Believe in Jesus and Live! 

 

Lesson 1:  
In Him Was Life 
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Lesson Focus  
Jesus became a man so that He could bring us eternal 
life. 

Focal Text   
John 1:1-18 
 
Memory Verse  
“Life began by Him. His Life was the Light for men.”   
(John 1:4)  



Encourage Application 
Discuss baptism. Explain that Baptists believe that a 
person should be baptized only after they are old 
enough to understand that Jesus came to save those 
who believe. The person who wants to be baptized has 
made the decision to tell his family of faith that he has 
made Jesus the Lord of his life and wants to be known 
as a follower of Jesus. 
 

Extra Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
♦ Say: In the beginning God created the heavens and 
the earth. And it was very dark. God said, “Let there 
be light.” God created a time for light (day) and a 
time for dark (night). That was Day 1 of creation.  

 

Encourage Application 
♦ Make the classroom as dark as possible. Turn on one 
cell phone. Wait. Have a few more class members turn 
on their phones. Wait for effect. Have everyone turn 
on their cell phones. Point out how the light 
diminishes the darkness (or ask how the light affects 
the darkness) until the room is bright enough to see 
who is in the room, to see the furniture and other 
objects, even to read. 
 

♦ For a more dramatic effect, bring along some 
flashlights and possibly some small lamps that you 
plug in before class begins but leave them off until the 
last part, turning them on to almost fully light the 
room before you finally turn on the normal lights and/
or uncover the windows. 
 

♦ Say: Jesus is the Light of the World. 

It cannot be explained fully. It is an unknown. It must 
be accepted as something that simply is. By faith we 
are to believe it is true. 
 

6. John began his gospel by introducing Jesus to the 
world as The Word. The first three gospels begin 
with the birth of Jesus. John begins his gospel with 
the beginning of the world, as described in Genesis 1.  
John is showing us that Jesus WAS before He came 
to Earth. John describes Jesus as being with God and 
being God. John is introducing us to the many names 
of Jesus. 
 

7. Ask: Is it possible for Jesus to be both God and a 
man?  
 

8. We hear the names of Jesus. Then we hear about 
Jesus and why He came into the world. Then we can 
accept Him as our Savior. 
 

9. Jesus, the Son of God, was introduced to the world 
by John the Baptist. John the Baptist is not the same 
John, the writer of the Gospel. John the Baptist was a 
preacher who spoke of The One Who was coming to 
save the people who would believe in Him.  
 

10. Some of the people wanted John to be the 
Messiah. The coming of The Messiah had been 
expected for generations. The people were hoping 
this was what was long-expected. John said, “No. I 
am not The One. I come to tell you He is 
coming.” (paraphrased from John 1:15-27) Many 
people believed the words of John. 
 

11. Say: When a sports team is having a bad year the 
fans often say, “Wait until next year.” There is 
always the hope that things will be better in the 
future. John spoke as if the people would not have to 
wait another year. John brought the hope that 
Messiah would soon be there. John the  Baptist was 
able to tell others about Jesus. He could witness to 
others because he knew Jesus. They were cousins. An 
angel came to John’s mother, Elizabeth. Elizabeth 
was told that she would have a son and his name 
should be John. The birth of John was foretold just as 
Mary, Elizabeth’s sister, was told that she would 
have a son. This special baby was to be named Jesus. 
The birth of Jesus was a miracle since Mary did not 
have a husband. The birth of John was also a 
miracle. Elizabeth was too old to have a child. 
 

12. John the Baptist baptized the people who would 
followed him. They believed in Jesus before He 
began His ministry.  
 Remind the class: Jesus is the One who saves 
you. He is the One who saves me. He is everything. 
 

13. End the class in prayer, thanking God for His 
Son. 
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Prior Preparation 
♦ Find a fresh flower so you can demonstrate the 
children’s game, “He loves me, he loves me not.” Be 
prepared to discuss that with God we don’t have to 
play such games, because that we know God loves us. 
♦ Draw a line from top to bottom down the center of a 
piece of poster board (or use a board). At the top 
write: Hello, I am Nicodemus. On the left side write 
the titles/roles that describe Nicodemus. On the right 
side, write the explanations of what the words mean. 
See chart in next column. 
♦ Enlist two people to be prepared to read this chart 
during class time. 
♦ Have available the “Names of Jesus” poster you 
used in Lesson 1. Highlight (or add): Son of Man, Son 
of God, the Light, Messiah. After using this poster 
save for future lessons. 
♦ Choose a good reader or group of readers to read the 
Bible verses in the Focal Text (printed on the fourth 
page of the Study Guide for each lesson). Ask them to 
read right after the Memory Verse is read. Or use that 

page as a listening exercise while you read the verses 
to the class.  
 

Hello, I Am Nicodemus 
♦ On a board write these fill-in-the- blank sentences: 
God _______ His world; He sent His Son to _______ 
His people; that those who believe might _________ 
__________.   (Answers: loved, save, live forever) 

 
♦ For your personal preparation, add to your play list: 
“God So Loved the World” by John Stainer; also 
consider adding “I Saw the Light.” 
 

Connect with Life 
1. Pray, asking God to speak to each class member 
during this class time, that they will understand how 
they can live forever. 
 

2. Show the flower that you brought. Explain the 
child’s game; He loves me, He loves me not. Ask: 
“Isn’t it wonderful that we don’t have to guess if God 
loves us? 
 

Guide the Study 
3. Ask someone to read the Memory Verse, “Jesus 
said to him, ‘For sure, I tell you, unless a man is 
born again, he cannot see the holy nation of 
God’” (John 3:3). Then call on the reader(s) to read 
the Bible passage for this lesson as planned. 
        

4. Display the “Hello, I Am Nicodemus” chart. Have 
the selected people read the parts you gave them.  

Teaching Guide 
Adult Bible Study  

in Simplified English 
 

The Gospel of John: 
Believe in Jesus and Live 

 

Lesson 2:  
You Must Be Born Again 
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Lesson Focus 
To have eternal life you must be born again. 
 
Focal Text   
John 3:1-21 
 
Memory Verse 
“Jesus said to him, ‘For sure, I tell you, unless a man is 
born again, he cannot see the holy nation of God.’”  
     (John 3:3) 

Titles/Roles Title/Role means… 

I am a rabbi a teacher 

I am a member of the 
Sanhedrin 

the Jewish court 

I am a Pharisee a Jewish sect that holds 
strictly to the laws of the 
Scripture 

I am rich money does not buy what I 
need 

I am looking for  
Messiah 

Nicodemus came to  
Jesus with his questions 



Extra Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
♦  Invite someone to come to class and sing the first 
verse of the hymn, “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus.” If 
this person has a strong Christian witness, ask if they 
will share how they came to know that Jesus saves. 
Politely remind the soloist to keep this testimony 
simple and short. 
  

Encourage Application 
♦  Read the words of the song: 

Oh, soul, are you weary and troubled? 
No light in the darkness you see? 
There’s light for a look at the Savior  
And life more abundant and free. 
Turn your eyes upon Jesus, 
Look full in His wonderful face, 
And the things of earth will look strangely dim 
In the light of his glory and grace.      

(Written by Helen H. Lemmel, 1922) 
 
 Ask: What do the words to the song “Turn 
Your Eyes Upon Jesus” mean to you? 

Explain that Nicodemus lived by the rules of the 
Pharisees of the day. He did the things he did because 
that was how things had always been done. 
Sometimes this is good. Sometimes we need to 
change. Say: Nicodemus did not understand Jesus 
when he was told he had to be born again. He 
thought Jesus meant a person had to become a baby, 
starting from birth and begin again. This is not what 
Jesus meant.  
 

5. Ask someone to read John 3:16: “For God so loved 
the world that He gave His only Son. Whoever puts 
his trust in God’s Son will not be lost but will have 
life that lasts forever.” Show the board with the fill- 
in-the-blanks. Lead the class to say the answers. 
Explain that to be born again means to trust God and 
your sins will be forgiven. Every wrong thing you 
ever did will go away. The slate will be cleaned.  
Erase the board. (If you are using paper, draw an X 
over the sentences.) Say: Trust Jesus and all of your 
sins will be erased. 
 

6. Say: Men love darkness rather than light. If a 
person lives in “darkness” (sin), he believes he can 
do anything. Nobody knows what he is doing.  
 But if you are standing in the “light,” all of 
your sins will be known. Jesus is the Light. God 
knows your sin regardless of you being in the 
darkness or the light. 
 

Encourage Application 
7. Say: We do not know if Nicodemus understood 
what Jesus told him. He still seems confused. We do 
know that he went with Joseph of Arimathea to claim 
the body of Jesus after the death of Jesus.  
 

8. Ask: Are you confused? Do you understand the 
words of Jesus? If students answer that they are 
confused, model the prayer of forgiveness and 
salvation (confess, ask forgiveness, express belief and 
trust, and thankfulness for forgiveness and eternal 
life) after referencing John 3:16.   
 

9. Use the mini-bookmark in the next column to 
remind students of this special verse and encourage 
them to memorize it in sections as written. 
 

10. Pray that every person in the room will come to 
trust Jesus. 
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For God so loved the world  
that He gave His only Son.  

Whoever puts his trust in God’s Son  
will not be lost  

but will have life  
that lasts forever.  

 
JOHN 3:16 



Prior Preparation 
♦ Have available the “Names of Jesus” poster that has 
been used previously. To the poster highlight (or add) 
the words “Bread of Life.” Again, you should save the 
poster for future use. 
♦ Choose a good reader or group of readers to read the 
Bible verses in the Focal Text (printed on the fourth 
page of the Study Guide for each lesson). Ask them to 
read right after the Memory Verse is read. Or use that 
page as a listening exercise while you read the verses 
to the class.  
♦ Prepare to take a loaf of bread or muffins to class. 
♦ For your personal inspiration for this lesson, add to 
your Play List: the hymn “He Keeps Me Singing” 
 

Connect with Life 
1. Pray, asking God to help class members to learn to 
trust that He gives us all that we need. 
 

2. Discuss bread and how every culture in the world 
has bread of some form in its diet. Bread is the one 

food that we all have in common. There are many 
names for bread: the Mexican tortilla, the Middle 
Eastern pita, the Indian naan, the Chinese bing. 
Sometimes bread is made with yeast that rises before 
it is baked. Others are flat breads. In recent years 
“quick breads” have become common. These breads 
do not use yeast and they rise in the oven as they are 
baking. They are often sweet and have a cake-like 
quality. 
 

3. Ask class members to talk about the bread which 
is most commonly eaten in the country of their 
family.   
 

Guide the Study 
4. Explain the following information yourself or 
consider dividing it up and asking different class 
members to read a paragraph each. 
 The followers of Jesus wanted to hear His 
words. They looked for Him. And when they found 
Him they sat down to listen to what He had to say. 
Jesus taught the people. There came a time when the 
people got hungry. They did not want to stop hearing 
the words of Jesus but they needed food.  
 The men who helped Jesus did not know what 
to do. They had not prepared to feed the crowd. They 
did not have enough money to buy food for more 
than 5,000 people.  
 A small boy came prepared. He brought food. 
He was willing to share what he had. He had five 
loaves of bread and two fish. That was a good start 
but hardly enough for 5,000 people. 
 The special helpers told Jesus that it was not 
nearly enough. Jesus told them to have everyone sit 
down and be prepared to eat. Those who were 
around Him wondered what Jesus was about to do. 
 Jesus took the food and gave thanks to God 
for using this child to feed the people. A miracle 
occurred. Suddenly there was enough for every 
person. Everyone had more than enough. There were 
left-overs. This miracle amazed all who saw it. And 
many believed in Jesus. 
 Later the special helpers looked for Jesus. To 
get to Him they had to cross a lake. While they were 
on the lake strong winds came. The followers were 
saw something on the lake and were afraid. It was 
Jesus and He calmed the winds and calmed their 
fears. 
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Lesson Focus  
Jesus gives us all that we need. He satisfies us. 
 
Focal Text   
John 6:25-51 
 
Memory Verse  
"Jesus said to them, 'I am the Bread of Life. He who 
comes to Me will never be hungry. He who puts his trust in 
Me will never be thirsty.'"    (John 6:35)  



 Jesus had not been on the boat when they left 
shore. How did He get to them? Jesus walked on 
water. It was another miracle. 
 

5. Have a class member read today’s Memory Verse: 
Jesus said to them, I am the bread of Life. He that 
comes to Me will never be hungry. He that puts his 
trust in Me will never be thirsty (John 6:35). Then 
call on the reader(s) to read the Bible passage for this 
lesson as planned. 
 Manna was the bread that God gave the 
Hebrews as they crossed the Sinai Peninsula.  God 
gave His special bread in the right amount, just as it 
was needed. The Hebrews did not worry if they 
would have something to eat. God said He would 
feed His children. They trusted He would keep His 
word. 
 

6. Jesus is the Bread of Life. If we trust Him, we do 
not have to worry. Jesus will satisfy our needs. He 
will provide. 
 

7. Many times when people become sad, sick, scared 
or hungry, they do not trust Jesus to help them. They 
often eat too much. They might choose foods that are 
not healthy. They might go shopping. They might 
spend more money than they can afford. They buy 
things they do not need. They might turn to drinking 
too much or taking drugs. They are on a path of 
destroying themselves. When we trust Jesus in all 
things He will help us stay away from bad habits. 
 

8. Several years ago there was a popular book entitled 
“When Bad Things Happen to Good People.” As the 
title suggests, bad things happen to people who are 
good. How we get through the bad times shows how 
we trust God. When bad things happen, He is there. 
Those who trust God know that. He does not stop bad 
things from happening. He helps people through 
those bad times.  
 

Encourage Application 
9. Ask: What was a very happy day in your life? 
What was a very sad day? What did you do to 
overcome the sadness?  Did you pray? 
 

10. Pray and thank God for being with us as we go 
through bad times as well as good times. 
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Extra Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
♦ Take different breads to class. Have the class taste 
some of the breads from different cultures. 
 

Encourage Application 
♦ Encourage class members to  talk about the 
different breads. How are they alike? How are they 
different? 
♦ Say: Jesus is the Bread of Life. He came to save all 
people. It does not matter what kind of bread you 
eat. What matters is that you trust Him to provide 
you with your daily bread. 
♦ Use the mini-bookmark below to encourage 
students to remember the verse and especially the 
lesson. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

"Jesus said to them,  
'I am the Bread of Life.  
He who comes to Me 
 will never be hungry. 

 He who puts his trust in Me  
will never be thirsty.'" 

 
JOHN 6:35 



Prior Preparation 
♦ On a piece of paper write the words to the song 
“I’ve Been Looking for Freedom.” Enlist a class 
member to be prepared to read these words during 
class. 
♦ Prepare a board or on a large piece of paper draw a 
heart. On the left hand side of the poster write: JESUS 
= Son of God and on the right hand side of the poster 
write: SATAN = The Enemy. Under “JESUS” write: 
1. Speaks the truth; 2. Do what pleases God; 3. 
Heavenly reward. Under “Satan” write: Tells lies; 2. 
Do what pleases you; 3. Earthly reward. (see picture in 
next column) 
♦ If you are going to use the Extra Teaching Ideas, 
find a copy of Norman Rockwell’s 4 Freedom 
illustrations. These are available by searching “4 
freedoms Rockwell.” 
♦ Choose a good reader or group of readers to read the 
Bible verses in the Focal Text (printed on the fourth 
page of the Study Guide for each lesson). Or use that 
page as a listening exercise while you read the verses 
to the class.  

♦ For your personal Play List, add: the chorus “Let 
Jesus Come Into My Heart” and “Open the Eyes of 
My Heart” by Michael W. Smith. 
 

Connect with Life 
1. Pray, asking God to speak to the hearts of those 
who are looking for the freedom found in trusting 
Jesus.  
 Call on the reader(s) to read the Bible passage 
for this lesson as planned. 
 

2. Ask: Have you ever been so sad and lonely that 
you felt no one cared what happened to you? What 
actions did you take to overcome these negative 
feelings? Did you know that you could pray and feel 
God’s presence in your life? 
 

3. Have someone read the words to the song: 
“I’ve Been Looking for Freedom”  

by David Hasselhoff 
 

I’ve been looking for freedom 
I’ve been looking so long 

I’ve been looking for freedom 
Still the search goes on 

I’ve been looking for freedom 
since I left my hometown 

I’ve been looking for freedom 
still it cannot be found, it cannot be found. 
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Lesson Focus  
Trusting Jesus will set us free from sin. 
 
Focal Text   
John 8:31-47 
 
Memory Verse  
“So if the Son makes you free, you will be free for 
sure.” (John 8:36) 

 

JESUS = Son of God 
1. Speaks the truth 
2. Do what pleases God 
3. Heavenly reward 

SATAN=The Enemy 
1. Tells Lies 
2. Do what pleases you 
3. Earthly reward 



Their sins were keeping them from finding the truth.  
 

9. Say: We become Christians because we have the 
freedom to choose to be a child of God.  
 

Encourage Application 
10. Ask: Have you asked Jesus into your life? Have 
you found the freedom which Jesus brings to the lives 
of those who follow Him?  
 

11. Pray: Thank Y ou, Jesus, for the freedom Y ou bring 
into our lives. 
 
 

Extra Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
♦ Display a copy of “The 4 Freedoms” paintings by 
Norman Rockwell. These 4 paintings were used as the 
front covers of the weekly magazine, The Saturday 
Evening Post. The year was 1943. It was in the middle 
of World War 2. The American people were looking 
for hope for the future. The 4 freedoms are based on 
the United States Constitution. The 4 freedoms that 
Mr. Rockwell chose to illustrate are freedom of 
speech, freedom of religion, freedom from want, 
freedom from fear. 
  

Encourage Application 
♦ Encourage class members to discuss how they feel 
about the fact that in the United States we are able to 
freely express our opinions. We can pray in public and 
attend church openly. There is plenty of food 
available. We do not have to be afraid. 
♦ The paintings show what freedom looks like to 
Norman Rockwell. Ask: What does freedom look like 
to you? Discuss the answers that the class members 
give? 

These are sad words. The songwriter is telling us he 
has no hope for being free. He does not know that 
Jesus would bring freedom to his life. Jesus can give 
him the freedom that he is wanting. 
 

4. Lead the class members to talk about what freedom 
they thought they would have by living in the United 
States. Help them discuss if their expectations were 
met. Ask: Did you have freedom before you came to 
the United States? 
 

5. Have someone read the Memory Verse: So if the 
Son makes you free, you will be free for sure. (John 
8:36) Ask: What keeps us from enjoying the freedom 
Jesus brings to our lives? (Answer: Sin.) Sin is 
anything which keeps us from God. When we choose 
to follow the devil we are choosing to become his 
slave. When we choose to follow Jesus we are 
choosing to live forever.  
  

Guide the Study 
6. Display the poster you prepared for this Bible 
study. Talk about the difference between Jesus and 
Satan. Ask: Why should we choose Jesus over Satan? 
Point out that this is the choice every person must 
make for themselves. We are Christians because we 
choose to be. We are not Christians because our 
parents or grandparents are. We are not Christians 
because our spouses are Christians. We are not 
Christians because we live in Christian 
neighborhoods. Attending church every Sunday does 
not make us a Christian. We must decide to follow 
Jesus. This is a personal choice. No one else can 
make it for you.  
 

7. Jesus was speaking to people who came to hear 
Him while He was in Jerusalem. It was not a friendly 
crowd. When Jesus said they were slaves to their sins 
they objected. They said they were a free people. 
Jesus reminded them of the years their ancestors 
spent as slaves. They were slaves in Egypt. They 
were slaves in Babylonia.  
 

8. The people were relying on the fact that they were 
the children of Abraham. They were God’s special 
people. Jesus told them it does not matter who your 
ancestors were or where you came from. He said, To 
live forever, you must choose to follow Me. Now 
they were slaves because of the lives they were 
choosing to live. The people were slaves to their sins. 
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Prior Preparation 
♦ Enlist a class member to read the monologue 
“Robert the Robber.” If you can’t find a male to be 
“Robert,” ask a female and change the name to Rene 
or Rosie. Robert needs to wear a ski mask or a 
handkerchief. 
 
♦ Choose a good reader or group of readers to read the 
Bible verses in the Focal Text (printed on the fourth 
page of the Study Guide for each lesson). Ask them to 
read right after the Memory Verse is read. Or use that 
page as a listening exercise while you read the verses 
to the class.  
 
♦ If you are going to use the Extra Teaching Ideas, 
you will need to draw a picture of a lamb (see picture 
in next column) on a piece of poster board. At the 
bottom of the poster, write:  
 

ALL SHEEP NEED A SHEPHERD 
On separate pieces of paper write these verses: 

The Lord is my shepherd; I will have everything I 
need. Psalms 23:1 
 

All of us like sheep have gone the wrong way. Each 
of us has turned to his own way. And the Lord has 
put on Him the sin of us all. Isaiah 53:6 
 

...there were shepherds in the fields. They were 
watching the flocks of sheep at night. The angel of 
the Lord came to them. The shining greatness of the 
Lord shone around them. They were very much 
afraid. Luke 2:8-9 

 
Source: http://www.bestcoloringpagesforkids.com/wp-content/
uploads/2013/06/Baby-Sheep-Coloring-Page.gif 
 

Tape or glue this picture to the poster. 
 

♦ Add Shepherd to the Names of Jesus poster that 
you used in previous lessons. Plan to take the poster 
to class. 
♦ To your personal Play List add: “He Shall Feed His 
Flock Like A Shepherd” from Handle’s Messiah, 
“Jesus Is My Shepherd. So Kind and True by Barney 
E. Warren.  
 

Connect with Life 
1. Have “Robert the Robber” come to the front of the 
class. Hand him the ski mask or handkerchief to put 
on. Have him read the monologue: 
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Lesson Focus  
We have all sinned. Jesus came to forgive those sins that 
we might live forever. 
 
Focal Text   
John 10:1-21 
 
Memory Verse  
“The robber comes only to steal and to kill and to destroy. 
I came so they might have life, a great full life.”  
(John 10:10) 



later. People did not understand what Jesus was 
saying. Some who heard believed the words of Jesus. 
Others did not believe. Some people said Jesus was 
possessed by a demon.  A sane man would not talk 
about dying for others. That was something that was 
not done. Jesus knew it would be done. This was 
God’s plan. This is why Jesus came to Earth. Jesus 
knew that many people were not ready to hear this 
message. 
 

7. It was by faith that people believed and followed 
Him. If you sin you pay for that sin forever or you ask 
Jesus to forgive you for sinning and live forever.  
Jesus, the Good Shepherd, gave His life so that all who 
believe in Him will live forever. 
Ask: Have you asked Jesus to forgive you? 
 

8. Pray: God help us to have the faith to trust Jesus. 
 

Extra Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
♦ Display the poster of the lamb. Have class members 
read the Bible verses that show the theme of the 
shepherd and his sheep as used throughout the Bible. 
When the verses are read, have the reader tape/glue the 
verses to the poster. 
 

Encourage Application 
♦ We are like sheep. We need a shepherd to watch out 
for us. We need a shepherd who loves us enough to 
give up his life for us. Jesus is the Good Shepherd. He 
loves us so much that He gave His life to save us.  
Ask: Have you accepted the love of the Good 
Shepherd? 
 
 

Hello. I am Robert. I rob houses. I will break into 
your house. I will steal your money. I will take your 
things. If you are at home when I come, I might kill 
you. I will destroy your sense of security and then I 
will go away. I do not care what I do to you and 
your family. All I care about is taking your things 
without being caught. I want what I want when I 
want it. 
 

2. Have someone read the Memory Verse: The robber 
comes only to steal and to kill and to destroy. I came 
so they might have life, a great full life. (John 10:10) 
 Call on the reader(s) to read the Bible passage 
for this lesson as planned. 
 

3. Display the Names of Jesus poster and point to the 
word “Shepherd.”  
 

Guide the Study 
4. Israel was a rural nation. The people understood 
when Jesus spoke of a shepherd and his sheep. Sheep 
must have someone to tell them where to go. They 
need a shepherd to lead them to green pastures. 
Without a shepherd sheep cannot survive. When 
Jesus spoke He used language that the people 
understood. People did not always understand the 
meaning of what He said, but He used words they 
knew. Being a shepherd was an important job. Sheep 
were important to the owner’s financial status. They 
were important to the family as they provided wool 
and food. Sheep were used like money. Sheep were 
traded for things that the family needed. 
 

5. During His ministry Jesus often told parables to 
help the people understand His words. Parables have 
been described as an earthly story with a heavenly 
meaning. Telling people parables were a part of His 
teaching method. It was how He communicated his 
message. He talked about the shepherd watching his 
sheep and the people immediately related to the story. 
People understood: the shepherd knew which sheep 
were his and the sheep knew which shepherd they 
were to follow. 
6. Jesus said, “I am the good Shepherd.” Jesus was 
not saying that He had a flock of sheep to watch. He 
was saying that people should trust Him, as the sheep 
trust their shepherd. A shepherd will fight off any 
animal that comes to kill one of his sheep. The 
Shepherd must be willing to lay down his life for his 
sheep. In order to save a lamb the shepherd might 
have to die. That shows us how important a lamb is to 
the shepherd. Jesus knew that He would give up His 
life in order to save His people. That would come 
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Prior Preparation 
♦ To the Names of Jesus poster add the word “Life.” 
Prepare to make it possible for the class members to 
write down the names of Jesus as we have discussed 
them during the past few class meetings. These names 
are The Word, Son of God, Bread of Life, The Truth, 
Good Shepherd, Life. 
♦ If you are going to use the Extra Teaching Ideas, 
prepare the posters you will use for the game, The 
Memory Verse Wave. Divide the Memory Verse into 
parts. Using several pieces of paper, write each 
phrase: “Jesus said to her”, “I am the One,” “Who 
raises the dead,” “and gives them life,” “Anyone,” 
“who puts his trust in Me,” “will live again,” “even if 
he dies.” On the back side of the paper write a 
number. To play: Have the class read the Memory 
Verse. Then randomly call out a number. As the 
person holding the paper with that number holds up 

their paper, have the class read that phrase. Use all 
phrases at least once. Use some phrases several times. 
As the class gets the idea of the game, call the numbers 
faster and faster, thus giving it the wave effect. 
♦ Choose a good reader or group of readers to read the 
Bible verses in the Focal Text (printed on the fourth 
page of the Study Guide for each lesson). Ask them to 
read right after the Memory Verse is read. Or use that 
page as a listening exercise while you read the verses to 
the class.  
♦ For your personal inspiration add the gospel song, 
“He Lives” and the chorus/folk song, “I Am the 
Resurrection and the Life” by Norma J. Clayton. (Note: 
This is not the Kayne West song with the same title.) 
 

Connect with Life 
1. Pray and ask God to help the class members believe 
in Him and live forever. 
 

2. Display the Names of Jesus poster. Show the name 
“Life.” Review the six names we have talked about in 
the past six meetings. Give the class members time to 
write these names down for them to think about in the 
days to come. 
 

3. Have a class member read the Memory Verse: Jesus 
said to her, “I am the One Who raises the dead and 
gives them life. Anyone who puts his trust in Me will 
live again, even if he dies.” John 11:34  Say: Most of 
us have been there. We sit by the bed of someone we 
love. We know they are dying. We are not ready to say 
good-bye. It is a hopeless feeling. There is nothing we 
can do to stop it. We stand by the grave of someone we 
love. We wish they would rise from the dead. We know 
this will not happen. We want our loved one to come 
back. It is painful. Ask: How did you feel when you lost 
a loved one? What did you do to ease the pain? (Pray. 
Remember the good times. Talk about the person’s 
life.) 
 Call on the reader(s) to read the Bible passage 
for this lesson as planned. 
 
 

4. We do not expect there to be a resurrection, a rising 
of the dead. If we believe in Jesus we know we are 
going to heaven when we die. If our loved one is a 
believer we know that they are in heaven. We have the 
hope of heaven, knowing we will see them again. Still 
we cry. It is all right to be sad. It is all right to cry. But 
there will be joy in the morning. 

Teaching Guide 
Adult Bible Study  

in Simplified English 
 

The Gospel of John: 
Believe in Jesus and Live! 

 

Lesson 6:  
The Resurrection  

and the Life 

Lesson 6 ● Page 18 

 
Lesson Focus  
Jesus gives those who believe in Him the assurance of life 
everlasting. 
 
Focal Text   
John 11:17-44 
 
Memory Verse  
“Jesus said to her, ‘I am the One Who raises the dead and 
gives them life. Anyone who puts his trust in Me will live 
again, even if he dies.’” (John 11:25) 



and watched the events?  Pray: Thank Jesus for being 
with us when we are sad. 
  

Extra Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
♦ Play the Memory Verse Wave Game. (See rules in 
Prior Preparation section.) In a small group you may 
just want to use index cards using the strips below. 
Print this page and cut these apart to play the game: 
 

MEMORY VERSE WAVE GAME 

 
Jesus said to her, 

 
I am the One 

 
Who raises the dead 

 
and gives them life. 

 
Anyone 

 
who puts his trust in Me 

 
will live again, 

 
even if he dies. 

 
 

Encourage Application 
♦ Jesus said He was the resurrection and the life. 
People saw Him raising Lazarus and others from the 
dead. These were miracles performed in public. 
Ask: Have you seen a miracle in your life or in the life 
of someone you know? 

Guide the Study 
5. Jesus came to visit Mary and Martha. Their brother 
Lazarus had died. He had been in the grave four days. 
The sisters knew that had Jesus been there He would 
have healed Lazarus. Now it was too late. Lazarus 
was dead. 
 

6. Jesus was sad. He was so sad, in fact, the Bible 
tells us, “Jesus cried.” Another version says “Jesus 
wept.” He knew the pain Mary and Martha were 
feeling. Jesus was sad too. Lazarus was His friend. 
 

7. Jesus had the power to change things. Jesus went 
to the grave where Lazarus laid. He told the two 
sisters to remove the stone that blocked the entrance 
to the grave. When Jesus told the sisters to move the 
stone they objected. Jesus said, “Believe in Me and 
you will see the glory of God.” The sisters did as they 
were told to do. They believed Jesus knew what He 
was asking them to do. They had faith in Him. 
Jesus performed a miracle. Jesus He told Lazarus to 
come out of the grave. Suddenly Lazarus stood in 
front of Jesus. The sisters and many other people saw 
what Jesus had done. The people cried, but this time 
it was for joy.  
 

8. This miracle was witnessed by many people. This 
miracle showed the power and glory of Jesus. Many 
miracles were performed in public. Some people 
believed in Jesus. They had faith in Him. Some 
people did not believe in Jesus. They said it was a 
trick. 
 

9. Jesus knew that in a short time He would be in a 
grave. He knew that three days later He would rise.  
Those who witnessed the raising of Lazarus did not 
know that Jesus Himself would soon die and three 
days later rise from His grave. This is known as 
resurrection. 
 
 

Encourage Application 
10. Jesus came to see his friends who were sad 
because their brother had died. Martha went out to 
greet Jesus. Mary stayed inside the house. There were 
many people visiting the sisters in their time of stress. 
Imagine the situation. Ask: Who are you most like: 
Martha, who ran to meet Jesus; Mary, who waited 
for Jesus to come to her; or the visitors, who stood by 
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Prior Preparation 
♦ Enlist someone to allow you to wash their feet 
during class time. 
♦ Prepare to take to class a dish pan, water and some 
towels. 
♦ For your inspiration this week, add to your Play 
List: “They Will Know We Are Christians by Our 
Love.” 
♦ Choose a good reader or group of readers to read the 
Bible verses in the Focal Text (printed on the fourth 
page of the Study Guide for each lesson). Ask them to 
read right after the Memory Verse is read. Or use that 
page as a listening exercise while you read the verses 
to the class.  
 

Connect with Life 
1. Pray, asking God to help the class members to 

understand that we are to love all people, not just our 
family and those close to us. 
 

2. Talk to the class about the lessons we are learning 
from the Gospel of John. The first six lessons 
showed us how Jesus taught the crowds of people 
who came to hear Him. This was His earthly 
ministry. Jesus was on Earth for a little more than 
three years. The next six lessons will teach us about 
the personal relationships He had with His special 
followers. These special people were carefully 
chosen by Jesus. He knew what each was capable of 
doing. He knew what each could do to change the 
world through His love. 
 

3. Have a class member read the Memory Verse: I 
give you a new Law. You are to love each other. You 
must love each other as I have loved you. (John 
11:34) 
 Ask: How do you show you love someone? 
Jesus showed His love by washing the feet of His 
followers. 
 Call on the reader(s) to read the Bible passage 
for this lesson as planned. 
 
4. Demonstrate how foot washing is humiliating. 
Explain: Foot washing is the lowliest tasks for 
servants. When Jesus washed the feet of His 
followers He was saying, “I love you.” He washed 
their feet to show that a true Leader must be willing 
to do the tasks they ask of others.  
 

5. Ask: Why do you think Jesus used foot washing as 
an example of His love? 
 

Guide the Study 
6. Jesus went from follower to follower. He washed 
the feet of all who were sitting at the table set 
especially for them. Jesus even washed the feet of 
Judas. Judas was later that night going to betray 
Jesus. 
 

7. It was Peter who objected. He did not want to see 
Jesus doing the task of a servant. But Jesus said it 
was something that had to be done. When Peter 
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Lesson Focus  
We must show others that we love them, just as God 
loves us. 
 
Focal Text   
John 13:1-17, 31-38 
 
Memory Verse  
"I give you a new Law. You are to love each other. You 
must love each other as I have loved you." (John 13:34) 



take a leisurely bath. 
 

13. Allow time for the class members to discuss what 
they can do to show love. Challenge each one to 
commit to the idea of performing at least one act of 
kindness before the next class meeting. 
14. Pray, asking God to help us love others as He 
loved us. 
 

Extra Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
♦ Foot washing is an outward example of being a 
servant; one who serves a master. This is called 
“servanthood.”  
 

Encourage Application 
♦ Jesus trained His followers to be leaders. He wanted 
them to go and tell others. He taught them they should 
do tasks even if they could get others to do those 
things. Why did Jesus teach the leaders to be servants? 
Ask: Why is being a servant an important part of being 
a leader? 
   It shows the leader has compassion toward others. 
   It shows what is expected of the workers. 
   It shows that giving to others can bless the ones who 
are giving. 
   It shows that compassion must come from the heart. 
 

♦ Doing tasks of kindness is often called being “God’s 
Hands.” It is what Christians are called to do. Acts of 
kindness lets others see Jesus in you. 
 
 

accepted this example, he said, “If You are going to 
wash my feet, then wash my hands and head as well. 
Peter was impulsive. If something was good, Peter 
thought more of the same was always better. 
 

8. Jesus prepared His followers for what was about to 
happen. He said He would be leaving them. They 
could not now go with Him. They would come to 
Him at a later time. 
 

9. Impulsive Peter wanted to know why he couldn’t 
go with Jesus now. He said he was willing to lay 
down his life for Jesus. Instead, Peter was told he 
would betray Jesus three times before the night was 
over. 
 

10. This was a special supper for the 12 special 
followers of Jesus. The table was prepared so they 
would have a private time together. Jesus had spent 
much of His time teaching the many people who 
came to hear Him. But this, this was for the special 
group. 
 

11. Jesus gave a new law, a new commandment. How 
can this be called a new commandment?  One of the 
Ten Commandments tells us, “Love thy neighbor.” 
Jesus was making the word neighbor mean more than 
family and maybe the people in the house next door. 
Before the “new” commandment it was thought to 
mean love everyone in your own people group. Jesus 
was saying to love everyone. Love even those who 
don’t look like you. To love others as we are loved 
shows the greatness of the love of Jesus. 
 

Encourage Application 
12. Ask: What can you do to show others that you 
love them? Help the class members to name specific 
acts of kindness. Lead them to understand that these 
acts do not have to be well planned or take a lot of 
time or money. It is the little things of life that make 
acts of love special. It is things like helping an elderly 
neighbor take her trash can to the curb for city pick 
up. It is calling a house-bound person to see if they 
need something from the grocery store. It is watching 
a baby so that the new mom can get some sleep or 
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Prior Preparation 
♦ Prepare the true-false questions that you will ask the 
class. These are suggested statements. Make your own 
statements that meet the needs of your students.  
    Jesus said He was a way to have eternal life. (False; 
Jesus is not a way but the way to live forever.)  
    Jesus wants each of us to have our own special 
ministry. (True; we are each given our own unique 
gifts to show God’s love.) 
    Jesus wants us to tell others about Him. (True; we 
are to bring others to Jesus.) 
    We are able to take our own path to God. (False; 
Jesus said He was The Way.) 
To play the game: Have everyone stand up. Read the 
question. If a statement is true the students remain 
standing. If the statement is false the students sit. 
 

♦ If you are going to use the Extra Teaching Ideas, 
prepare a poster or make individual copies of a rap-
style version, based on the chorus of the gospel 
hymn, “The Way of the Cross Leads Home.”  
    The way, yes, the way,  
 the way of the cross, cross, cross, 
    Leads home; all the way home.  
     The way, the way,  
 the way of the cross leads home.  
    All the way home to heaven. 
♦ Choose a good reader or group of readers to read 
the Bible verses in the Focal Text (printed on the 
fourth page of the Study Guide for each lesson). Ask 
them to read right after the Memory Verse is read. Or 
use that page as a listening exercise while you read 
the verses to the class.  
♦ For your inspiration for the week add to your Play 
List: the hymn, “The Way of the Cross Leads Home”  
 

Connect with Life 
1. Pray: Thank Jesus for coming to Earth so we 
might have life forever. 
 

2. Ask someone to read the Memory Verse: Jesus 
answered, “I am the way, the truth and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except through me.” John 
14:6 
 Call on the reader(s) to read the Bible passage 
for this lesson as planned. 
 
 

3. Say: Jesus said He was THE way, THE truth and 
THE life. It is through Him that we are able to have 
eternal life. There are some religions which say that 
everyone can find their own way to God. It does not 
matter who you believe in, just believe in some 
higher power. This is a popular belief: You can 
choose your own way to get to heaven. If people 
believe in someone or something that is superior to 
them they will go to heaven when they die. 
Jesus said this was not so. He is not A way to 
heaven. He is THE way to heaven. He is THE truth 
and THE life.  Trust Jesus and you will see God. 
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Lesson Focus  
Jesus is THE Way, THE Truth and THE Life. He is not A 
way, truth and life. 
 
Focal Text   
John 14:1-14 
 
Memory Verse  
“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me.’”  
          (John 14:6) 



many questions? You can explain the phrase 
“doubting Thomas” and say that we will understand 
that better later in the story of Jesus written by John. 
 

Encourage Application 
10. Ask the true/false questions prepared earlier. 
Encourage class members to take time to ask any 
questions or make statements about why they 
answered as they did. 
 

11. Ask: Is Jesus the way, the truth and the life? Do 
you believe that Jesus is the only way to heaven? 
 

12. Pray: Thank Jesus for leading us to heaven. 
 

Extra Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
♦ Using the poster you made help the class members 
read the words to the chorus, “The Way of the Cross 
Leads Home.” 
 

Encourage Application 
♦ Ask: If heaven is our home, how do you plan to get 
there?  
 If anyone wants to follow Jesus, use the 
Romans passages on the fourth page of this lesson to 
show them the Way! 

Guide the Study 
4. Jesus told His special followers that He was about 
to leave them. He said they could not go with Him. 
They would see Him again later. This made the 
followers very sad. They did not want Him to leave. 
If He had to go, they wanted to go with Him. Jesus 
said He was leaving to get things ready for them to 
come later. The followers did not understand. Jesus 
had been training them to tell others. It was time for 
their ministries to begin. It was time for the earthly 
ministry of Jesus to end. 
 

5. Peter always wanted what he wanted and he 
wanted it right then. Jesus said that things would 
change. He told Peter that before the night was over 
Peter would even deny knowing Jesus. Peter would 
deny being a follower of Jesus not one time, not two 
times, but three times. 
 

6. Ask: Why do you think Peter thought they should 
continue doing what they were doing? Why should 
anything change? 
 

7. Thomas was afraid that if they did not go with 
Jesus they would not be able to find the place where 
He was going. Thomas wanted directions. He wanted 
a road map. Jesus said He would come back for them. 
He would lead them to their home in heaven. 
Ask: Have you ever been lost? How did you find 
your way to where you were going? Did you pray? 
Did you stop and ask directions? 
 

8. Philip wanted to see God. He wanted to go with 
Jesus. If they traveled with Jesus they would not get 
lost. Jesus said that He and the Father were One. 
Having faith in Jesus means believing in God. The 
miracles Jesus performed were the evidence that He 
was the Son of God and that Jesus was the same as 
God. Philip had been with Jesus for over three years, 
but still had questions. Ask: Do you think it is all 
right to ask questions, even if you have faith in Jesus?  
 

9. Ask: Are you like Peter who thinks things should 
always be the same? Are you like Thomas the one 
who doubts everything? Are you like Philip who asks 
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Prior Preparation 
♦ Arrange to take a bunch of grapes with you to class. 
You might also want to take some kiwi, cucumbers, 
pumpkins, melons and/or gourds. 
♦ You will need to have available a board and marker 
or chalk. If a board is not available use poster board, 
cardboard, paper sack, or solid colored wrapping 
paper. 
♦ If you plan to use the Extra Teaching Ideas you will 
need to be prepared to have use of the board and 
marker or chalk. 
♦ A mini-bookmark is provided on the next page 
which you may want to print in color. 
♦ Choose a good reader or group of readers to read the 
Bible verses in the Focal Text (printed on the fourth 
page of the Study Guide for each lesson). Ask them to 
read right after the Memory Verse is read. Or use that 
page as a listening exercise while you read the verses 

to the class.  
♦ For your inspiration this week, add to your 
personal Play List the gospel song, “Without Him” 
by Mylon R. LeFevre, and the classic “Come on 
People, Now” by the Youngbloods. 
 

Connect with Life 
1. Pray: Be with us, Jesus, as we learn to bear fruit 
for You. 
 

2. Ask a class member to read the Memory Verse:  
“I am the vine and you are the branches. Get your 
life from Me. Then I will live in you and you will give 
much fruit. You can do nothing without Me.” (John 
15:6) Call on the reader(s) to read the Bible passage 
for this lesson as planned. 
 

3. Show the grapes and other fruit that you have 
brought to class. Ask: Have you ever planted a fruit 
or vegetable which grew on a vine? Did you grow a 
good crop? Did you have lots of vine and very little 
fruit? 
 

Guide the Study 
4. Discuss with the class how fruit grows on the 
vines. Fruit must be watered and weeds must be 
pulled. Some people think if they talk to the fruit it 
will feel loved. The theory is that a plant responds to 
love by being a better plant. 
 

5. The fruit cannot grow if it is not attached to the 
vine. Good fruit ripens and matures when given the 
proper care. There is a certain time of year when the 
good fruit is harvested. Cutting back the branches is 
called pruning. Pruning helps the future fruit grow 
even stronger. Pruning helps to make better fruit. 
Fruit may or may not respond to love. We do not 
know. We do know that people respond to those who 
care about them. 
 

6. Fruit cannot grow if it is not attached to the vine. 
As fruit grows on the vines, people grow in the love 
of Jesus. The disciples of Jesus were already bearing 
fruit. They had learned to bring others to Jesus. They 
had been carefully taught to show His love that many 
more would come to Him. Jesus knew His disciples 
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Lesson Focus  
Living in Christ produces a life full of love and obedience. 
 
Focal Text   
John 15:1-17 
 
Memory Verse  
“I am the Vine and you are the branches. Get your life 
from Me. Then I will live in you and you will give much 
fruit. You can do nothing without Me.”    (John 15:5) 



12. Ask: Do you deserve God’s love? 
 

13. Pray: Thank Y ou, God, for loving us so that we 
can love You. 
 

Extra Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
 

♦ Say: Jesus said, “I am the vine.” In his gospel, John 
wrote of seven times when Jesus declared who He was 
by saying, “I AM…” 
    I AM the Bread of Life 
    I AM the Light of the world 
    I AM the gate 
    I AM the Good Shepherd 
    I AM the Resurrection and the Life 
    I AM the Way, the Truth and the Life 
    I AM the True Vine 
 

Encourage Application 
♦ Say: This is a summary of the Bible Study lessons 
we have had for the last nine weeks. We have talked 
about who Jesus said He was. We have talked about 
many of the names of Jesus. 
♦ Ask: Who do you say Jesus is? 

would create communities of believers who would 
meet together. They help each other to stay true to 
Him. The whole community supports each member. 
The members work together to grow the fruit. 
 

7. It is sometimes said, “Bloom where you are 
planted.” Jesus wants us to be happy where we are. 
Often people become unhappy with where they are 
and what they are doing, even if they are living for 
Jesus. Grapes should not try to be watermelon. A 
pumpkin can only grow on a pumpkin vine. A 
community of believers should encourage members 
to use the gifts God has given them, not the talents 
they wished they had. Whatever the talents a person 
has they should be used for the glory of God.  
 

8. Write on a board: LOVE = OBEY = LOVE. 
Say: A person who loves Jesus will want to obey 
Him. If we obey Him we will love Him more and 
more each day. He always loves us the same. 
 

9. Jesus told us to love one another. Then He added 
that we are to love one another as we love ourselves. 
The question then becomes, “How much do we love 
ourselves?” Some people do not love who they are. 
They do not love what they look like. It seems they 
spend time looking for everything that is wrong with 
their lives. Some people love themselves too much. 
They are too busy thinking about how great they are. 
They do not have time to love others. We love Jesus 
because He loved us first. No matter how much we 
love Jesus He will always love us more. We serve 
Him not because it is something we have to do. We 
are not the slaves of Jesus. It is our choice to make 
Him the Lord of our lives. We serve Him because we 
love Him. 
 

10. Without Jesus we can do nothing. Without Him 
we are not living the life He wants for us. Without 
Him we would be lost.  
 

Encourage Application 
11. Ask: How do you live in the love of Jesus? How 
do you show others that you love Jesus? Encourage 
class members to tell their personal experiences of 
knowing how much Jesus loves them. 
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“I am the Vine  

and you are the branches.  
Get your life from Me.  
Then I will live in you  

and you will give much fruit.  
You can do nothing without Me.”  

JOHN 15:5 



Prior Preparation 
♦ Using a tree branch, make a cross. Have it available 
for class time. 
♦ Make a poster. Write the words: sacrifice + 
crucifixion + burial = goal.  Illustrate the poster with 
pictures representing the cross, the tomb, risen Jesus. 
Suggested picture sources include Easter cards or by 
googling the internet. Save this poster for use in 
Lesson 11. 
♦ Choose a good reader or group of readers to read the 
Bible verses in the Focal Text (printed on the fourth 
page of the Study Guide for each lesson). Ask them to 
read right after the Memory Verse is read. Or use that 
page as a listening exercise while you read the verses 
to the class.  
♦ Lessons 10, 11 and 12 are written as a series of 
monologues.  The monologues tell the stories of these 
Biblical people involved in the Bible Study. Read the 

monologues for the three lessons. If you think this 
approach will not work in your teaching situation, 
use the facts from the monologues, changing the 
words  from first person to third person.  
♦ Enlist four people to read or tell the stories of Four 
Men Who Saw Jesus Die. Write down the facts about 
the Pharisee, Pilate, Joseph and Nicodemus. If 
possible provide these monologues to the participants 
before class time.  
 Taking four pieces of plain paper, make the 
“F” of Facebook and on four other pieces make the 
check mark. At the bottom of the “F” paper, write the 
name of one of the men the class is meeting. Have 
available some tape to be used to attach the “F” to 
the reader’s clothing. Print and cut these apart: 
 
    A Pharisee: I am a Pharisee, a leader of the 
Jews. I am important. I believe in keeping all of 
the Laws. I do not like Jesus. He speaks to 
everyone who will listen. Everyone who came to 
Him was accepted. If He was who He said He was, 
why would He talk to people other than the 
Pharisees? I want Jesus to die. Did I tell you I am 
rich? 
 
    Pilate: I am Pilate. Caesar, the Roman king, 
sent me from Rome to Jerusalem to be governor 
of Judah. When I speak, I speak for the King. 
Some Jews brought Jesus to me. They wanted 
Jesus dead. They wanted me to order Him killed. 
They would have fought if I had not said it was all 
right to kill Him. I did not want Jesus to die. I 
certainly did not want a street fight. What could I 
do? I allowed Jesus to be killed. My goal was to 
keep the most people happy. 
 
    Joseph: I am Joseph. I live in the village of 
Arimathea. I was in Jerusalem. I saw Jesus die a 
cruel death on a cross. I saw Jesus sacrifice His 
life so others might live. I went to Pilate to ask if I 
could bury Jesus. I was given permission to place 
the body in my tomb.  
 
    Nicodemus: I am Nicodemus. I met Jesus one 
night early in His ministry. I didn’t want anyone 
to see me. I followed Him. I saw His crucifixion. I 
went with my friend Joseph to get the body of 
Jesus. Sabbath was soon to begin. There was little 
time to properly prepare the body. We did the 
best we could. We would have to wait until 
Sabbath had ended to finish our task. 
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Lesson Focus  
The crucifixion was necessary to fulfill God’s Plan for His 
world. 
 
Focal Text   
John 19:28-42 
 
Memory Verse 
“Jesus took the sour wine and said, ‘It is finished.’ He put 
His head down and gave up His spirit and died.”    
            (John 19:30)  



8. Display the poster showing “sacrifice + cross + 
burial = goal.” Say: This was God’s Plan from the 
beginning of the world. 
 

Encourage Application 
9. Say: Jesus sacrificed His life by being crucified on a 
cross. He said, “It is finished.” His crucifixion marked 
the end of this part of His earthly ministry. He knew 
there would be a burial. And then there would be His 
resurrection. 
 

10. The path to heaven is to follow Jesus. It is by faith 
alone that we can come to God. Faith in Him makes us 
free. This truth brings us to the life which is forever. 
 

11. Say: Jesus sacrificed His life for you. Have you 
made sacrifices for Him? 
 

12. Ask: Have you ever had to choose Jesus over 
something or someone. 
 

13. Ask: Do you believe in Jesus? 
 

14. Pray: Jesus, I believe in Y ou. 
 

Extra Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
♦ Display the pictures of the sportsmen as they achieve 
their goal: making points for their team. 
Say: We all want to be successful. There are people 
who are good at setting goals and meeting those goals. 
There are those who set goals but never finish what 
they start. Some people do not even try to get 
something, even if they want it very much. 
 

Encourage Application 
♦ Ask: How good are you at setting a goal and 
working hard to find success? 

♦ If you are going to use the Extra Teaching Ideas, 
find pictures of sports people as they cross the goal 
line, make a basket, or get the hockey puck into the 
net. 
♦ For your inspiration this week, add to your personal 
Play List: Handel’s “Hallelujah Chorus” and “It Is 
Finished” by the Gaithers. 
 

Connect with Life 
1. Pray: Thank Y ou, God, for sending Y our Son to 
die on the cross for me. 
 

2. Have a class member read the Memory Verse: 
Jesus took the sour wine and said, “It is finished.”  
He put His head down and gave up His spirit and 
died. John 19:30.  Jesus said, “It is finished.” But He 
knew it was not over. He knew there was so much 
more to come. Read the fourth page of the lesson as 
you decided earlier. 
 

Guide the Study 
3. Show the cross you made from a tree branch.  
Say: Dying on a cross is a painful way to die. The 
person on the cross is hanging from the cross, nails 
going through his wrists. He is left to die. Sometimes 
it takes days for a person to die on a cross. 
Sometimes death comes quickly. To keep everything 
in God’s Plan, Jesus died quickly. Slowly or quickly, 
it is painful.  
 

4. Introduce the Four Men Who Saw Jesus Die to the 
class. Have each read or tell who they are.  
 

5. Have the class members say if they would accept 
the friend request. Why or why not? 
 

6. Ask: Which man are you most like? Have class 
members talk about their answers. 
 

7. John, the writer of this Gospel, was at the cross 
also. He knows that what he is writing is true. He 
writes so that all generations to come will know that  
 
Jesus died so that all could believe. When we know 
the truth, we are set free. 
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Prior Preparation 
♦ Have a board/flip chart and writing implement 
available. 
♦ Choose a good reader or group of readers to read the 
Bible verses in the Focal Text (printed on the fourth 
page of the Study Guide for each lesson). Ask them to 
read right after the Memory Verse is read. Or use that 
page as a listening exercise while you read the verses 
to the class.  
♦ Take to class the poster from last lesson: sacrifice + 
crucifixion + burial = goal. Be prepared to add 
RESURRECTION to the poster with an arrow 
pointing from the word “goal” to the word 
“resurrection” and at the bottom of the poster the 
question, WHY? 
♦ Review the concept of the monologues, as explained 
in Lesson 10. Continuing with the Facebook theme 
from Lesson 10 prepare to introduce the class 
members to disciples Mary, Thomas and John. Enlist 

people to read/tell their stories as we talk about what 
happened that day of the Resurrection. You will need 
to have the Facebook “F” and the check mark for 
each Biblical character. Print and cut these to hand 
out: 
 
    Mary: My name is Mary. I am known as Mary 
Magdalene. There are many women named Mary 
in the world. Within our smaller circle of friends, 
there was Mary, the mother of Jesus and Mary, 
who had a sister named Martha and a brother 
named Lazarus and there was me. When Jesus 
was killed we were confused. We were scared. We 
did not know what to do. We hid because we were 
afraid.  They killed Jesus. Who would be next? 
Sabbath ended. There was nothing else to do. We 
decided to take spices and bury Jesus as the Law 
said we should. I got to the tomb. The stone had 
been rolled away. I was sad. I cried. A man asked 
me why I was sad. I did not recognize the man. He 
called my name. I looked at Him. I realized it was 
Jesus. I ran to tell the other disciples. 
 
    Thomas: My name is Thomas. I am a disciple of 
Jesus. I told Jesus I was willing to die with Him. 
That was not to be. I was not there when Mary 
came to the house where everyone was hiding. 
When I heard Mary’s story I could not believe it 
was true. We knew Jesus died. How could He talk 
to Mary? I tried to understand. Then there was a 
knock at the door. Suddenly Jesus was in the 
room. I knew it was true. I saw Jesus. I believed. I 
am called Doubting Thomas. I did not believe 
until I touched Jesus. Jesus understood this. He 
loved me even when I had my doubts. 
 
    A Disciple: I am a disciple. Each of us had been 
with Jesus for over three years. Then Jesus was 
crucified. It was all over. We did not know where 
to go. We did not know what to do. We hid 
because we were afraid. We talked among 
ourselves. The Sabbath ended. The women went 
to take spices to the grave. We did not expect 
Mary to return saying that Jesus was alive.  There 
was a knock at the door as we talked and 
wondered if we would see Jesus again. Jesus 
entered the room. When we saw Jesus we were no 
longer afraid. He calmed our fears.  
 
    John: I am John. My brother James and I were 
among the first to be called by Jesus. His message 
was simple. He spoke of hope and love. I wrote the 
Gospel of John to show how much God loves the 
world. I wrote so all those who were to be born 

Teaching Guide 
Adult Bible Study  

in Simplified English 
 

The Gospel of John: 
Believe in Jesus and Live! 

 

Lesson 11:  
Stop Doubting and Believe 

Lesson 11 ● Page 28 

Lesson Focus  
Living for Jesus is a life of love and obedience. 
 
Focal Text   
John 20:10-31 
 
Memory Verse  
“But these are written so you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God. When you put your trust in Him, 
you will have life that lasts forever through His 
name.”    (John 20:31)  



the friend request. Why or why not? 
 

7. Ask: Which of these friends are you most like? 
Have class members talk about their answers. 
 

Encourage Application 
8. Display the sacrifice + crucifixion + burial = goal 
poster.  
 

9. Say: The goal of the events was so there could be a 
resurrection. Because of the resurrection we can 
accept Jesus as our savior. We can have eternal life. 
We can live with Him in heaven.  
 

10. Ask: Do you know Jesus? Do you know what He 
did for you? 
 

11. Pray: God, Thank Y ou for loving us so much that 
You sent Your only Son to die so that we would have 
life that lasts forever. 

 

Extra Teaching Ideas 

Connect with Life 
♦ Say: The disciples were afraid. They did not know 
what to do next. People often become fearful. Their 
strength is seen in how they handle their fears. 

 

Encourage Application 
♦ Ask: What makes you afraid? How do you overcome 
your fears? 
 
 

would know Him. I want those who come after me 
to come to know Him personally.  
 
♦ For your inspiration for the week, add to your Play 
List: “Up From the Grave He Arose,” the traditional 
Easter hymn. 

 

Connect with Life 
1. Pray: Thank Y ou, Jesus, for dying so that I might 
live. 
 

2. Have someone read the Memory Verse: But these 
are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God. When you put your trust in 
Him, you will have life that lasts forever through His 
name. (John 20:31) Say: The Gospel of John was 
written so that we might know that God loves us 
enough to have sent His Son to die so that we might 
live. 
 Call on the reader(s) to read the Bible passage 
for this lesson as planned. 

 

Guide the Study 
3. Say: By Jewish Law and tradition, the dead were 
buried as soon after death as possible. The body was 
washed. It was then covered with aloe and other 
spices. The body was completely covered with cloth. 
It was then placed in a tomb. At the time of Jesus’ 
death, the dead were often buried in a cave on the 
side of a hill. A stone was rolled in to close the 
entrance of the cave.  
 

4. Jesus died just before the Sabbath began. He had to 
be buried before Sabbath began or after it ended. 
Waiting would mean His body had time to begin 
decaying. No one wanted that to happen. Pilate 
allowed Joseph and Nicodemus to take the body 
quickly. He did not want to be responsible for the 
unburied body. 
 

5. Introduce the Four Who Saw Jesus After He Arose. 
Have each one read or tell who they are.  
 

6. Have the class members say if they would accept 
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Prior Preparation 
♦ Again you will need to prepare for the Four Who 
Fished – Peter, Andrew, James and John. Should you 
need to, refer back to Lesson 10 for information about 
making the Facebook F and check mark. Again, if this 
format will not work in your class situation, use the 
information, changing from first person to third 
person. Copy and cut to hand out to students: 

 
    Andrew: I am Andrew. I am a fisherman. We 
were waiting for Jesus to tell us what to do next.  
Peter said he was going to go fishing. We were 
fishing when we first heard Jesus say, “Follow 
Me.” And we followed Jesus for more than three 
years. We were experienced fishermen. We thought 
we knew where the fish were. We fished all night. 
We caught nothing. It was a waste of time.  
 
    James: I am James. I knew Jesus before He said, 
“Follow Me.” Jesus knew me. He knew I had a bad 
temper. Still, He called me to be a disciple. We 
were together for over three years. We knew He 

was alive but we did not know where He was. We 
were not sure what to do. So we went fishing. We 
caught nothing. Just as we were returning to 
shore we saw a man standing there as if waiting 
for us. We did not recognize Him. He asked if we 
had caught anything. We said we had not. He told 
us to cast our net on the other side of the boat. We 
did. We caught more fish than the boat could 
hold.  
 
    Peter: I am Peter. John told us it was Jesus who 
was standing on shore. I was so excited. I jumped 
out of the boat. I swam to shore. Jesus had a fire 
ready for us. He had fish and bread ready for us 
to eat. After we ate, Jesus asked me if I loved 
Him. It seemed to be a strange question. I 
answered Him that I did. I was told to feed His 
lambs.  Then He asked me again, “Peter, do you 
love Me?” I could not believe He would ask the 
question twice. I said, “Yes, Jesus, You know that 
I love You.” And He said I was to feed His sheep. 
Then Jesus asked again if I loved Him. Three 
times He asked. I realized there was a purpose for 
asking three times. The night Jesus was crucified I 
was asked three times if I knew Him. Three times 
I told people I did not know Him. Jesus loved me. 
He forgave me for denying Him. I promised to die 
for Him. This taught me that I should be humble. 
 
    John: I am John. My brother is James.  We 
loved Jesus before He started His ministry. We 
were eager to follow Him in life. We were willing 
to follow Him in death. Jesus told Peter he would 
die because he followed Jesus. Peter wanted to 
know if I would also die for Him. Jesus said that 
had nothing to do with Peter. A relationship with 
Jesus is personal. What happens to one will not 
happen to the other. Jesus meets each of us where 
we are. We are to follow Him, not His other 
followers.  
 
♦ Make a campfire: Roll up newspapers or use brown 
paper sacks to make fire logs. Use colored paper 
(construction paper or wrapping paper) to make the 
flames. When you arrive at church place the campfire 
on the floor and arrange the chairs in a circle around 
the campfire. If you have a class that would not 
object, take towels or newspapers and invite class 
members to sit on the floor around the fire. 
♦ Choose a good reader or group of readers to read 
the Bible verses in the Focal Text (printed on the 
fourth page of the Study Guide for each lesson). Ask 
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Lesson Focus  
Answering Jesus’ call “Follow Me” is a life-time 
commitment. 
 
Focal Text   
John 21:1-25 
 
Memory Verse  
“Jesus said, ‘If I want this one to wait until I come, what is 
that to you? You follow Me.’” (John 21:22) 



saw what happened. He wanted people to know the 
truth.  
 

Encourage Application 
10. Ask: If Jesus asks you to follow Him and do 
something which would probably cause you to die, 
would you follow Him without questioning Him? 
Would you say, “I must think about it?” Would you 
say, “Not now, maybe later?” 
 

11. Pray: Teach us, Lord, that following Y ou is a life 
commitment. 
 

Extra Teaching Ideas 

Connect with Life 
♦ Say: John wrote the Gospel of John to help people 
understand the ministry of Jesus. He also wrote 1 
John, 2 John, 3 John and the Book of Revelation.  
Write the names of these four books on the board. 
 

♦ Say: The three letters are commentaries on the 
Gospel. The central theme of the Gospel is the love of 
God. The letters continue on this theme, focusing 
mainly on John 3:16. 
 

Encourage Application 
♦ Have a class member read John 3:16: “For God so 
loved the world that He gave His only Son. Whoever 
puts his trust in God’s Son will not be lost but will 
have life that lasts forever.” 
 Say: God loves us. God wants us to love Him. 
To love God is to put our trust in Jesus. It is that 
simple. 

them to read right after the Memory Verse is read. Or 
use that page as a listening exercise while you read 
the verses to the class.  
♦ If you plan to use the Extra Teaching Idea, you will 
need to have available a board and marker or chalk. 
♦ Prepare to provide the words of John 3:16 so a class 
member can read it. (use lesson 2 bookmark) 
♦ For your inspiration for the week, add to your Play 
List: the camp song, “I’ve Got Joy, Joy, Joy, Joy, 
Down in My Heart.” 
 

Connect with Life 
1. Pray: Thank Y ou, Jesus, for wanting to have a 
personal relationship with me. 
 

2. Have a class member read today’s Memory Verse: 
Jesus said, “If I want this one to wait until I come, 
what is that to you? You follow Me.” (John 21:22) 
 Then call on the reader(s) to read the Bible 
passage for this lesson as planned.  
 

3. Ask: What does the phrase “Follow Me” mean? 
Have class members discuss the meaning of a life 
committed to Jesus. 
 

Guide the Study 
4. If you want class members to sit in front of the 
campfire, invite them to sit on the floor.  
 

5. Introduce the Four Men Who Went Fishing. Have 
each one read or tell who they are.  
 

6. Have the class members say if they would accept 
the friend request. Why or why not? 
 

7. Ask: Which of these friends are you most like? 
Have class members talk about their answers. 
 

8. Say: Peter denied knowing Jesus. Jesus wanted 
Peter to know he had been forgiven. Ask: Have you 
ever asked someone to forgive you for something you 
had done? How did you feel talking about what you 
did?  
 

9. Say: All of the things that happened were fulfilling 
centuries (or many, many years) of prophecy. God 
had planned it before the beginning of time. John 
wrote the Gospel of John because he was there. He 
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Prior Preparation 
♦ If you are going to use the Extra Teaching Idea, 
write the verses indicated or copy and cut them from 
below so that class members can read them: 
 
    “What is man that You think of him, the son of 
man that You care for him? You made him a little 
less than the angels and gave him a crown of 
greatness and honor?” Psalm 8:4-5 
 
    “Praise Him, all His angels…” Psalm 148:2 
 
    “Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. He has sent His 
angel and saved His servants who put their trust in 
Him...” Daniel 3:28 
 

♦ Choose a good reader or group of readers to read the 
Bible verses in the Focal Text (printed on the fourth 
page of the Study Guide for each lesson). Ask them to 

read right after the Memory Verse is read. Or use that 
page as a listening exercise while you read the verses 
to the class.  
 
♦ For your inspiration add to your personal play list: 
“Mary, Did You Know?” Also add all the Christmas 
songs that lift your spirits in the season of love. 
 

Connect with Life 
1. Pray: God, we know that all things are possible 
when we allow You to be in control of our lives. 
 

2. Have someone read the Memory Verse: “For God 
can do all things.” (Luke 1:37)   
 Call on the reader(s) to read the Bible passage 
for this lesson as planned. 
 Ask: Have you ever received a message 
which was impossible to believe? How did you 
respond to the good news? Did you share the good 
news with others? 
 

Guide the Study 
3. Say: Angels are God’s messengers. They come to 
people to deliver special words from God. One angel 
who is named in the Bible is Gabriel. Another angel 
that is named in the Bible is Michael. But there are 
many angels. Angels are heavenly beings. They are 
not people who have died. They are in heaven to 
praise God. People are lower than the angels. 
 It is important to remember that God sent 
Jesus to die on the cross for people. He did it for us. 

 

4. Before there could be the life and the death of 
Jesus, there had to be a birth. God provided miracles 
to make His Plan possible. 
 

5. Tell the story of Mary, Gabriel and Elizabeth.  
Say: Gabriel is an angel. He is God’s messenger.  He 
was sent to Mary. Gabriel’s message from God was 
that she was going to have a baby. Surprise!  
This was probably not what Mary wanted to hear. 
She was afraid. She had not seen Gabriel before. She 
was afraid of his presence. She was afraid of his 
message. Why was this happening to her? 
 

6. Mary was a young teenager. She was engaged to 
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Lesson Focus  
God surprises us by doing the impossible. 
 
Focal Text   
Luke 1:26-45 

 
Memory Verse  
“‘For God can do all things.’” (Luke 1:37)  



kicked his mother. The two women saw this as a sign 
that everything would happen just as God said. They 
knew that God was working in their lives. They knew 
that there is nothing God cannot do. 
 

14. They would support each other as they waited to 
give birth. They understood how special it is to be a 
part of God’s Plan for the world. 
 

15. Think about it: A girl too young and a woman too 
old were having sons. These two sons would change 
the world! 
 

Encourage Application 
16. Ask: How would you respond if an angel came to 
you? Would you be afraid? Would you want proof that 
the angel’s message was really from God? Would you 
be surprised? 
 

17. Pray: Thank Y ou, God, for loving Y our world so 
much that You sent Your Son so that all who believe 
can be saved. 
 

Extra Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
♦ Have different class members read the verses that 
show some of the traits of angels:  
Psalm 8:4-5 - 
Psalm 148:2 -  
Daniel 3:28 -  
 

Encourage Application 
♦ Ask: Are angels still working in today’s world? 
Allow the class members to tell what they think angels 
do.  

Joseph. Her life was already planned. She wanted to 
be Joseph’s wife. She wanted to have children, but 
not now. She wanted to honor her parents. 
 

7. Mary’s first thoughts probably were questions: 
What will I say to Joseph? He will know that the 
child is not his. He will not believe that I am still a 
virgin. He will not want to marry me. And what am I 
going to tell my parents and my friends? They will be 
so hurt. They will hate me. 
 

8. If Mary was a teenager in today’s world she would 
probably turn to Gabriel and say, “You have ruined 
my life.” 
 

9. Gabriel explained to Mary that the Child would be 
the Son of God. She was to call Him Jesus. He would 
do great and mighty things. 
 “How can this happen?” Mary asked. Gabriel 
assured her that with God all things are possible. He 
plans everything. His plans are better than your plans. 
 

10. Mary accepted the message from God. She told 
Gabriel, “I am willing to be used of the Lord.” 
Gabriel had already visited Joseph. He told Joseph 
that Jesus was coming. He said that Joseph should 
continue with the wedding plans. God takes care of 
the details. 
 

11. Then Gabriel told Mary more good news. Six 
months earlier Gabriel had visited Elizabeth. 
Elizabeth and Mary were related. Gabriel told 
Elizabeth that she was going to have a son. It was a 
strange message to be told. Elizabeth was too old to 
have children. Now she was going to have a son. He 
was to be named John. He would go before Jesus. He 
would tell the world that Jesus was coming. 
 

12. Gabriel also told Zacharias that he was going to 
be a father. This son would the first born child of this 
elderly couple. For many years they wanted a child. 
Now it was coming true. It was the best news ever. 
Mary was so happy for Elizabeth. She went to see 
Elizabeth. We don’t know why she went. Maybe she 
wanted to see how she was doing. Maybe she knew 
Elizabeth would understand her miracle baby news. 
 

13. When Elizabeth saw Mary, the unborn John 
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