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 We each have our own thoughts and 

ideas about our world. People have many 

different opinions about the problems we 

face. And just as many disagree about how to 

fix those same problems. People today are 

greatly divided in how we look at our world. 

 Your worldview is how you think about 

our world. It is influenced by your beliefs 

about life and about God. Should all 

Christians share the same worldview? Should 

our faith influence how we think about the 

issues of our day? And should our faith affect 

how we relate to our world? 
 

A Biblical Worldview 

 For Christians, the source of all truth is 

the Bible, God’s Holy Word. In the book of 

Romans, Paul shows us a worldview based on 

Christ and His work in our world. We find a 

clear description of mankind’s problem: sin. 

Paul reminds us that each of us has sinned 

against God (Romans 3:23). Even so, God 

gives us the freedom to make our own 

choices. We also see in Romans that sin 

deserves death (Romans 6:23). Sin affects our 

hearts and minds. It pushes us far from God. 
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 In Romans, Paul also shows us God’s 

answer for our sin problem. He sent Jesus. 

Jesus paid the price for our sin. He died on the 

cross and rose again. His death bought 

freedom for all who choose to accept it. 

 Some people choose not to accept God’s 

offer of salvation through Jesus. They choose 

instead to ignore God. Their lives reflect that 

choice as sin grows and they are separated 

from God more and more.  

 Yet some people do believe the Good 

News about Jesus. They accept His offer of 

salvation. They become more than followers 

of a great teacher. They become new people. 

They are adopted into God’s family. They 

begin to live lives filled with power through 

the Holy Spirit. Christians will never again be 

separated from God. 

 God’s answer to our sin problem is 

almost too good to believe. None of us can 

ever be good enough to earn salvation. No one 

deserves right-standing with God. Salvation is 

simply a gift He offers to those who have 

faith.  

 God offers salvation to everyone, no 

matter how great the sin. Anyone can be 

Romans: A Biblical Worldview 
Introduction 
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saved. God loves each of us despite our sin. 

He sent Jesus to die for us while we were still 

sinners (Romans 5:8).    
 

A Christian’s Response 

Why does a person’s worldview 

matter? What we think affects how we choose 

to live. The person who has no place for God 

in his life will make choices that ignore God.  

He will look for answers to his problems from 

other persons and places. Many people think 

the problems of this world can be fixed 

without God. And so they keep trying, but the 

world does not get better. 

But for Christians, a biblical worldview 

gives us hope. We know that the answer to all 

our problems has already been given to us. 

His name is Jesus. We do not need to worry 

about the future. God is in control. We simply 

need to accept God’s love and share it with 

the rest of the world.  

For the Christian, only one thing is 

needed: worship. We worship the God who 

saved us. As we do, our love for Him will 

grow. This love will show itself in obedience 

that comes from the heart. We love Him, so 

we obey Him. Our love for others will grow 

as well. As we follow Him, we grow more 

and more like Him.  And finally, one day we 

will share His glory! 

 
Introduction ● Page 4 

Adult Bible Study in Simplified English Study Guide 



Lesson 1 The Good News Is Powerful Romans 1:1–17  

Lesson 2 Ignoring God Brings  
Consequences  

Romans 1:18-32  

Lesson 3 Obedience from the Heart Romans 2:1–11, 13–16, 28–29  

Lesson 4 Made Right by Faith Romans 3:21-31  

Lesson 5 A Faithful Example Romans 4:1–25  

Lesson 6 Rejoice in Hope Romans 5:1-11 

Lesson 7 From Death to Life Romans 6:1-23 

Lesson 8 Finding Freedom Romans 8:1-17 

Lesson 9 God Is for Us Romans 8:18-39 

Lesson 10 God’s Choice, Our Choice Romans 9:1-8; 10:1-4, 9-13 

Lesson 11 Ways of Worship Romans 12:1-21 

Lesson 12 A Christ-Centered Life Romans 13:1-14 

Lesson 13 Seeking Oneness Romans 14:1-21 
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Romans: A Biblical Worldview 
Lesson Overview 
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Romans: A Biblical Worldview 
Word List 

Lesson 1 
automatic: sure to happen 
boldness: having no fear  of danger  
call: to tell, order , or  ask someone to do 
something 
confidently: cer tain that something is true 
guarantees:  to promise that something will 
happen 
motivate: to give a reason for  doing 
something 
punishment: the act of making someone 
suffer for a crime or bad behavior 
 

Lesson 2 
compassion: a feeling of wanting to help 
someone in trouble 
consequences: the results of an action 
deserves: to be wor thy of or  suitable for  
either reward or punishment 
foolish: having a lack of good sense 
ignore: to refuse to show that you hear  or  see  
malice: a desire to cause harm to another  
provisions: supplies for  cur rent and future 
needs 
reap: to collect or  harvest; to get a reward or  
difficulty as a result of something you have 
done 
 

Lesson 3 
genuine: r eal, not false 
hypocrite: a person who claims or  pretends to 
have certain beliefs about what is right but who 
behaves in a way that disagrees with those 
beliefs 

impressed: feeling admiration for  or  interest 
in 
preferential: giving an advantage to a 
particular person  
reject: to refuse something; to turn away 
from 
requirement: something that must be done 
submit: to agree to accept something  
 

Lesson 4 
achieve: to get or  reach something by 
working hard 
condemned: to say in a strong way that 
something is wrong or bad 
heritage: the traditions, beliefs, or  
achievements of one’s family history 
longed: felt a strong desire 
penalty: punishment for  breaking a rule or  
law 
perfectionism: wanting things to be done 
perfectly 
resist: to fight against 
restored: given back something that was lost 
standard: a level of acceptable achievement 
 

Lesson 5 
unworthy: not good enough to deserve 
something 
forefather: a person who was in your  family 
in past times 
fulfilled: completed; to do what is required 
 

Lesson 6 
access: a way of getting near  to someone 
assurance: being cer tain about something 
count on: r ely on, trust 
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Romans: A Biblical Worldview 
Word List 

endure: to bear  patiently; to remain firm; to 
last 
privileges: r ights or  favors only given to few 
source: something that provides what is 
needed 
 

Lesson 7 
insult: to say hur tful things to put someone 
down 
grace: God’s loving-kindness we do not 
deserve 
submerge: go under  water  
symbol: a sign; a thing that stands for  
something else 
 

Lesson 8 
immerse: to place something in a liquid so 
that all the parts are completely covered 
opposite: completely different, like r ich and 
poor, or black and white 
penalty: punishment or  pr ice for  breaking a 
rule or a law 
sacrifice: killing a living thing in a religious 
ceremony to please a god; giving up something 
you want to keep 
 

Lesson 9 
corruption: dishonest ways; lying; br ibery 
glory: God’s greatness; shining-greatness 
overwhelm: to cause someone to have too 
many things to deal with; to take over 
completely 
 

Lesson 10 
civilization: a well-organized group of people 
who share a common way of living and 

understanding the world 
qualified: having the exper ience or  
knowledge needed for a certain job or task 
 

Lesson 11 
community: a group with something in 
common 
obligations: things a person must do because 
of a law, rule, or promise 
practical: something that is useful  
sacrifice: killing a person or  animal in a 
religious ceremony to please a god; giving up 
something you want to keep 
 

Lesson 12 
just: in line with what is good or  r ight; fair  
majority: a number  greater  than half the 
total 
minority: a number  less than half the total 
naïve: without knowledge or  exper ience; 
simple 
pursuing: following or  going after  something 
 

Lesson 13 
compromise: a way for  two different groups 
to reach an agreement about something 
criticize: to express disapproval 
opinion: what a person believes about 
something 
preferences: things that are liked or  wanted 
more than something else 
revenge: an action to hur t someone else 
because they hurt you first 
traditions: the way a group of people thinks, 
believes, or acts for many years 
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Romans: A Biblical Worldview 
Memory Verses 

Lesson 1 
“I am not ashamed of the Good News. It is 
the power of God. It is the way He saves men 
from the punishment of their sins if they put 
their trust in Him….” (Romans 1:16)  
 

Lesson 2  
“We see the anger of God coming down from 
heaven against all the sins of men.”  
(Romans 1:18) 
 

Lesson 3 
“There will be a day when God will judge 
because He knows the secret thoughts of 
men.” (Romans 2:16) 
 

Lesson 4 
“For all men have sinned and have missed the 
shining-greatness of God.” (Romans 3:23) 
 

Lesson 5 
“Abraham put his trust in God and was made 
right with Him.” (Romans 4:22) 
 

Lesson 6 
“But God showed His love to us. While we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 
(Romans 5:8) 
 

Lesson 7 
“What are we to do then? Are we to sin 
because we have God’s loving-favor and are 
not living by the Law? No, not at all!” 
(Romans 6:15) 

Lesson 8 
“But if the Holy Spirit is the boss over your 
mind, it leads to life and peace.”  
(Romans 8:6b) 
 

Lesson 9 
“I am sure that our suffering now cannot be 
compared to the shining-greatness that He is 
going to give us.” (Romans 8:18) 
 

Lesson 10 
“For everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord will be saved from the punishment of 
sin.” (Romans 10:13) 
 

Lesson 11 
“Be sure your love is true love. Hate what is 
sinful. Hold on to whatever is good.”  
(Romans 12:9) 
 

Lesson 12 
“Anyone who loves his neighbor will do no 
wrong to him. You keep the Law with love.”  
(Romans 13:10) 
 

Lesson 13 
“For the holy nation of God is not food and 
drink. It is being right with God. It is peace 
and joy given by the Holy Spirit.”  
(Romans 14:17) 
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Lesson 1:  
The Good News Is 

Powerful 
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 Trung began using heroin at age 14. 

Later, he tried to stop. He wanted to stop! But 

drugs were too powerful. His parents tried to 

help. They had money. They sent him to 

rehab camps. They put him in hospitals. 

Nothing helped. After 16 years of heroin use, 

Bible Text 
Romans 1:1–17  

 
Memory Verse 

“I am not ashamed of the Good News. It is the 
power of God. It is the way He saves men from 
the punishment of their sins if they put their trust 
in Him….” (Romans 1:16)  
  

Word List 
automatic: sure to happen 
boldness: having no fear of danger 
call: to tell, order, or ask someone to do 
something 
confidently: certain that something is true 
guarantees:  to promise that something will 
happen 
motivate: to give a reason for doing something 
punishment: the act of making someone suffer 
for a crime or bad behavior 

Trung no longer wanted to live. Then one day 

a friend told him about a power greater than 

heroin. The friend told Trung about Jesus. He 

told about God’s love. This Good News was 

amazing for Trung! He accepted Jesus into his 

life. He accepted God’s love. God saved him! 

Today, Trung leads a drug rehab camp in 

Hanoi, Vietnam. Now he tells others the same 

powerful Good News.   

 

The Good News Calls (Romans 1:1-7) 

 The Book of Romans begins with, 

“This letter is from Paul.” Who was Paul? He 

was a Jew and a Roman.  At an earlier time, 

Paul had wanted to kill Christians (Acts 9:1). 

Now, he wrote to help the church in Rome. In 

verse 1, He says he is “a servant owned by 

Jesus Christ.” Paul has changed. One day, he 

met Jesus. He heard the Good News. He 

heard that Jesus has power over sin and death. 

Paul welcomed this Good News. He became a 

servant of Jesus. Jesus became his Lord. Paul 

would obey all that Jesus said. He would 

serve Jesus as long as he lived. 

 Paul says God called him to preach the 

Good News. God had a special job for Paul to 

do. Now that Paul understood the Good 

News, his job was to tell it to others. The 

Good News is for everyone. It tells us that 

Jesus is God’s Son. Jesus came to earth, lived 

a sinless life, and died on the cross for our sin. 

God’s power raised Jesus from the dead. 



Jesus went back to heaven. But He sent the 

Holy Spirit to help us here. And Jesus will 

come back to earth one day. Then we will 

have a new heaven and new earth. 

 The Good News is truly good news! 

Paul wanted to preach it! He wanted everyone 

to hear the Good News. He preached the Good 

News to many people in many different cities. 

He wanted to go to Rome to preach to that city 

also. Paul gave his whole life to preaching the 

Good News. 

 In this letter, Paul wrote that God calls 

all people. He calls all people to accept the 

Good News — to believe in and receive Jesus 

as the One Who Saves (1:5). He calls all 

people to obey — to keep God’s 

commandments and walk in His ways (1:5). 

He calls all people to give themselves 

completely to God — to “set themselves apart 

for God” (1:7). Paul knew the Good News 

would give people power to stop sinning. It 

would give people hope. It would give 

purpose to their lives. The Good News would 

give all believers a future with Christ that will 

last forever.  

 

Why We Tell (Romans 1:8-15) 

 The evening news brings pictures of the 

world into our homes. We see pictures of 

people dying and suffering. These pictures 

motivate us. They make us want to do 

something to help. We know that people need 

to hear the Good News. They need to be 

saved. They need hope and purpose. They 

need a future with Christ that will last forever.   

 Paul knew that all people need to hear 

the Good News. He wanted them to know 

God loved them. He knew the Good News 

could change their lives. So he preached with 

all his heart (1:9). 

 Paul wanted to visit Rome to meet the 

Christians there. He knew they had faith. He 

thanked God for their faith. He prayed for 

them. He also wanted to give the believers a 

gift. We don’t know what the gift was, but we 

know it was a good gift. Perhaps it helped the 

believers face trials. Perhaps it helped them 

share the Good News with boldness. Perhaps 

it showed them that Paul loved them. 

 Paul wanted to go to Rome to preach to 

the non-Christians too. He said he “must” 

preach the Good News. He wanted everyone 

to have a chance to hear the Good News 

(1:14). He had to tell the Good News because 

he loved God. Christ had saved him. Paul 

wanted all people everywhere to be saved. He 

knew the Good News has power to save.  

 How does God’s love motivate you? 

Do you want to share the Good News with 

others? If you are a Christian, God has a call 

on your life. He wants you to share the Good 

News. He wants you to serve Him in any way 

He calls. The Gospel is good news. It is too 

good not to share. We must share. 
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The Power of the Good News to Save 
 (Romans 1:16-17) 

 The Good News offers hope for all 

people. Jesus Christ brings us hope when we 

trust in Him. Trung trusted Christ, and he 

found hope. Paul trusted Christ, and his life 

changed. He suffered many hardships as he 

shared the Good News with others. Yet he 

confidently said, “I am not ashamed of the 

Good News. It is the power of God. It is the 

way He saves men from the punishment of 

their sins…” (Romans 1:16). 

 The Gospel saves us from the 

punishment for  our  sin. Jesus died on the 

cross — for us! He took our punishment and 

died in our place. His death made us right 

with God when we trust Jesus with our lives.   

 The Gospel brings salvation. God’s 

power raised Jesus from the dead. It can also 

save us from the power of sin in our lives. 

For Trung, heroin lost its power. Sin no 

longer controlled him. God’s power was 

greater. Every one of us can experience 

God’s power over sin in our own lives. By 

Things to Think About 
1. Have you received the salvation Jesus offers? 
Why or why not? 
 
2. In what ways have you experienced the power 
of the Good News in your life? 
 
3. Who do you know who needs to hear the 
Good News?  Is God calling you to share? 

faith, we live a new life through Jesus. He 

gives salvation for this life and the next. 

 The salvation Jesus offers is free to all 

people. It is a gift. But it is not automatic. No 

one receives salvation without making a 

choice. People must choose to take the gift. 

They must believe in what Jesus has done. 

They must accept salvation. It has power to 

give hope and to change lives.  

 

Things to Remember 

 The Gospel message is powerful. It tells 

of Christ’s power to save. By trusting in Jesus, 

we receive salvation. Christ’s power saves us 

from the control of sin in this life. Christ’s 

death in our place guarantees us a future. We 

will live with Christ forever. God calls all 

people to trust in Jesus. He calls us to tell the 

Good News to everyone. We should never be 

ashamed of the Gospel. 
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10 I pray that I might be able to visit you, if 

God wants me to.  

11 I want to see you so I can share some 

special gift of the Holy Spirit with you. It will 

make you strong.  

12 Both of us need help. I can help make your 

faith strong and you can do the same for me. 

We need each other. 

13 Christian brothers, many times I have 

wanted to visit you. Something has kept me 

from going until now. I have wanted to lead 

some of you to Christ also, as I have done in 

other places where they did not know God. 

14 I must help the people who have had a 

chance to hear the Good News and those who 

have not. I must help those with much learning 

and those who have never learned from books.  

15 So I want to preach the Good News to you 

who live in Rome also. 

16 I am not ashamed of the Good News. It is 

the power of God. It is the way He saves men 

from the punishment of their sins if they put 

their trust in Him. It is for the Jew first and for 

all other people also.  

17 The Good News tells us we are made right 

with God by faith in Him. Then, by faith we 

live that new life through Him. The Holy 

Writings say, “A man right with God lives by 

faith.” 

Romans 1:1-17 

1 This letter is from Paul. I am a servant 

owned by Jesus Christ and a missionary 

chosen by God to preach His Good News. 

2 The Good News was promised long ago by 

God’s early preachers in His Holy Writings. 

3 It tells of His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Who was born as a person in the flesh 

through the family of King David.  

4 The Holy Spirit proved by a powerful act 

that Jesus our Lord is the Son of God because 

He was raised from the dead.  

5 Jesus has given us His loving-favor and has 

made us His missionaries. We are to preach to 

the people of all nations that they should obey 

Him and put their trust in Him.  

6 You have been chosen to belong to Jesus 

Christ also.  

7 So I write to all of you in the city of Rome. 

God loves you and has chosen you to be set 

apart for Himself. May God our Father and 

the Lord Jesus Christ give you His loving-

favor and peace. 

8 First of all, I keep thanking my God, 

through Jesus Christ, for all of you. This is 

because the whole world knows of your faith 

in Christ.  

9 God knows how I work for Him. He knows 

how I preach with all my heart the Good 

News about His Son. He knows how I always 

pray for you.  

Lesson 1 ● Page 12 
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 When my grandmother was old, she 

would often say, “Times have gotten bad!” 

She remembered when she was young. In her 

memories of back then, people did good and 

lived right. But now, she felt people were 

doing bad things. They ignored God. They 

made bad choices. She wondered why God let 

people do bad things. She felt God should 

punish the people who did wrong. My 

grandmother feared God. She knew God was 

patient. But she also knew that someday God 

will punish people who do bad things. Wrong 

actions bring consequences. 

 

The Sinful World (Romans 1:18–23) 

 Lesson One talked about God’s love. 

God sent Jesus to earth to die for our sin 

because He loves us. Love is part of God’s 

nature. But anger is also part of God’s nature. 

Some people easily forget that God is holy. 

They forget that God will punish sin. They 

ignore God and sin more. People ignore God 

for many reasons. People in Paul’s culture 

ignored God. People in our American culture 

ignore God too. God is angry when people 

ignore Him and keep on sinning. 

 We can know about God by looking at 

what He has made. “The heavens are telling 

of the greatness of God and the great open 

spaces above show the work of His hands” 

(Psalms 19:1). But people who know about 

God don’t always honor Him. All the 

provisions of life come from God. Every 

breath we take comes from God. He gives 

strength, talents, and opportunities. But some 

people are not thankful for these gifts. They 

ignore God. They don’t think of Him at all. 
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Lesson 2:  
Ignoring God Brings  

Consequences  

Bible Text 
Romans 1:18-32  

 
Memory Verse 

“We see the anger of God coming down from 
heaven against all the sins of men.”  
(Romans 1:18) 
  

Word List 
compassion: a feeling of wanting to help 
someone in trouble 
consequences: the results of an action 
deserves: to be worthy of or suitable for either 
reward or punishment 
foolish: having a lack of good sense 
ignore: to refuse to show that you hear or see  
malice: a desire to cause harm to another 
provisions: supplies for current and future needs 
reap: to collect or harvest; to get a reward or 
difficulty as a result of something you have done 



 People who ignore God have foolish 

minds. They don’t think straight. They honor 

other things instead of God. They may honor 

beauty, work, or wealth. They may honor sex, 

power, or fun. The more they honor other 

things, the more they ignore God. How sad to 

have a foolish mind! 

 

Exchanging God’s Truth for a Lie  
(Romans 1:24-25) 

 Sometimes people replace God in their 

hearts with created things. Those things 

become all-important to them. They work 

hard to gain power, wealth, or fame. Some 

things are worthy of effort, such as your 

career or your family. But we sin when we 

love anything else more than we love God. 

We can love things too much and love God 

too little. God created every “thing.” The truth 

is that God is worthy of the greatest honor. 

The lie is that “things” are worthy of honor. 

People who replace God with things believe a 

lie. Only God is worthy of our honor.  

 Often we do not realize we have 

replaced God with a lie. What we talk about 

shows what is in our minds. How we spend 

our money shows what we honor. Sometimes 

our talk and our actions show that our minds 

are foolish. God made everything. He is the 

Creator. He deserves our honor and our 

thanks. But God does not force people to 

honor Him. He lets people continue to follow 

the desires of their sinful hearts and their 

foolish minds. Sadly, they reap bad 

consequences when they do.  

 

The Consequence of Ignoring God  
(Romans 1:26–32) 

 God lets people do what they want. 

He allows people to ignore Him. He allows 

people to live without Him if they choose. 

He also lets them reap the consequences of 

their choices. A person who steals will go to 

jail. A person who is lazy will get fired. A 

person who gossips will have no friends. 

God lets people follow the desires of their 

sinful hearts. He lets them do sinful things 

with their bodies. He lets them think their 

sinful thoughts. People who sin receive the 

natural consequences for their sin. Sin 

affects the total person: the heart, the body, 

and the mind.  

 Paul names many sins people can fall 

into. Sins of the body affect the total person. 

They affect a person’s heart, body, and 

mind. The sins of evil thoughts, envy, pride, 

and greed keep people far away from God. 

Sins of murder, malice, and gossip lead 

people away from God and from others.  

 God has given us guidelines for 

living. People who live apart from God’s 

guidelines will reap bad consequences 

sooner or later. The consequences of sin are 

never good.  
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 Paul gives a long list of consequences 

when people ignore God. Ignoring God leads 

to self-centeredness. Some people think only 

of themselves and ignore others. God-haters 

include people who don’t need God in their 

lives. They are so selfish they don’t have time 

for God or others. They want love from 

others but do not give it to others. God wants 

us to serve one another and treat others with 

love. A person who loves God will point 

others to God, not to himself. 

 God made boundaries for human 

behaviors. He made guidelines for our good. 

Glancing online or at the evening news we 

see examples of senseless behaviors. We see 

acts of people who are heartless. We see 

people without compassion or kindness. The 

list Paul gives in Romans is true of our world 

today. We need to examine our own hearts. 

Do we ignore God by failing to be thankful? 

Are we self-centered and leave God and 

others out of our lives? Are we seeking glory 

in “things”? 

 God allows people to choose to ignore 

Him completely. But we all must answer to 

Him in the end. “Every one of us will give an 

answer to God about himself” (Romans 

14:12). The ultimate consequence of ignoring 

God is death. It is separation from God 

forever. We will also experience spiritual 

deadness in this life too. Everyone needs God. 

God gives spiritual life. He has power to save 

us in this life and forever in the next.  

 

Things to Remember 

 God is a God of love. But He also feels 

anger over sin. Habitual sin affects our hearts 

and minds. Ignoring God opens the door to 

sin. Leaving God out of our lives causes sin to 

increase. We become foolish. We act in self-

centered ways. We are not thankful to God or 

others. We ignore God and live with spiritual 

deadness. God allows people to choose to 

ignore Him. But He desires that we choose to 

love and follow Him. If we choose not to, we 

will reap the consequences. Or we can choose 

to put God first in our lives and follow His 

ways. We will reap the consequences of that 

choice as well: life and blessing. We have the 

freedom to choose. Which do you choose? 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. Have you seen the consequences of ignoring 
God lived out in someone’s life? 
 
2. Have you experienced a small sin leading to a 
bigger sin in your life? What have you learned 
from today’s lesson that will help you break the 
cycle?  
 
3. Thank God that Christ took the punishment for 
your sins on the cross. 



used their bodies in ways God had not 

planned.  

27 In the same way, men left the right use of 

women’s bodies. They did sex sins with other 

men. They received for themselves the 

punishment that was coming to them for their 

sin. 

28 Because they would not keep God in their 

thoughts anymore, He gave them up. Their 

minds were sinful and they wanted only to do 

things they should not do.  

29 They are full of everything that is sinful and 

want things that belong to others. They hate 

people and are jealous. They kill other people. 

They fight and lie. They do not like other 

people and talk against them.  

30 They talk about people, and they hate God. 

They are filled with pride and tell of all the 

good they do. They think of new ways to sin. 

They do not obey their parents.  

31 They are not able to understand. They do 

not do what they say they will do. They have 

no love and no loving-pity.  

32 They know God has said that all who do 

such things should die. But they keep on doing 

these things and are happy when others do 

them also. 

Romans 1:18-32 

18 We see the anger of God coming down 

from heaven against all the sins of men. 

These sinful men keep the truth from being 

known. 

19 Men know about God. He has made it 

plain to them.  

20 Men cannot say they do not know about 

God. From the beginning of the world, men 

could see what God is like through the things 

He has made. This shows His power that lasts 

forever. It shows that He is God.  

21 They did know God, but they did not 

honor Him as God. They were not thankful to 

Him and thought only of foolish things. Their 

foolish minds became dark.  

22 They said that they were wise, but they 

showed how foolish they were.  

23 They gave honor to false gods that looked 

like people who can die and to birds and 

animals and snakes. This honor belongs to 

God Who can never die. 

24 So God let them follow the desires of their 

sinful hearts. They did sinful things among 

themselves with their bodies.  

25 They traded the truth of God for a lie. 

They worshiped and cared for what God 

made instead of worshiping the God Who 

made it. He is the One Who is to receive 

honor and thanks forever. Let it be so. 

26 Because of this, God let them follow their 

sinful desires which lead to shame. Women 
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 My husband wanted to visit New York 

City. He wanted to see the Statue of Liberty. 

He wanted to climb the Empire State Building. 

But Jim was not well. He was weak. He had to 

use a walker to get from place to place. 

Sometimes he had to use a wheelchair. But we 

Bible Text 
Romans 2:1–11, 13–16, 28–29  

 
Memory Verse 

“There will be a day when God will judge because 
He knows the secret thoughts of men.”  
(Romans 2:16) 
  

Word List 
genuine: real, not false 
hypocrite: a person who claims or pretends to 
have certain beliefs about what is right but who 
behaves in a way that disagrees with those 
beliefs 
impressed: feeling admiration for or interest in 
preferential: giving an advantage to a particular 
person  
reject: to refuse something; to turn away from 
requirement: something that must be done 
submit: to agree to accept something 

went to New York anyway. People in New 

York were very kind. They saw that Jim was 

ill. They gave him special service. People let 

him go to the head of lines. They gave him 

the best seats on buses. People gave Jim 

preferential treatment because he was sick. 

This made Jim think of God.  

 One day we all will stand before God to 

be judged. God will judge us all. But He will 

not treat us all the same. He will give 

preferential treatment to people who have 

faith. Only people who put their trust in Jesus 

will receive salvation. 

 

No Preference for Hypocrites  
(Romans 2:1–11) 

 Paul explained that all people will face 

judgment before God. He said God will judge 

the non-Jews for ignoring God. Paul also told 

the Jews that God will judge them too. The 

Jews felt they were special in God’s eyes. 

God gave them the Law. They thought the 

Law was enough. They thought God would 

not judge them. They thought they would get 

preferential treatment at the judgment. But 

their thinking was wrong. 

  Paul said that the Jews were hypocrites. 

They judged others for wrongs they did 

themselves. They wanted God to forgive their 

sins. But they did not forgive others who 

wronged them. They did not follow God’s 

law with their hearts. God wanted the Jews to 
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be sorry for their sins. He wanted them to turn 

to Him. But their hearts were far from God. 

 The Jews did not remember God’s 

kindness. They did not remember that God 

was patient with them. He wanted them to 

turn from their sins. But instead, they thought 

they were good enough. They believed that 

being a Jew was enough. But at the judgment, 

God will say they are guilty. They will get no 

preferential treatment.  

 God requires obedience that comes 

from the heart. God knows the heart of every 

person. “He knows the secret thoughts of 

men” (Romans 2:16). God will judge every 

person — Jew and non-Jew — alike for what 

He finds in their hearts.  

 God is angry when people love only 

themselves. People who care only about 

themselves are self-centered. They don’t think 

of others. Selfishness is the opposite of love. 

God delights in people who love Him and 

others. He will give His blessings to people 

who obey Him from their heart. People who 

love only themselves will receive God’s 

anger. People who reject God now will one 

day be rejected by Him. 

 We have all sinned. “For all men have 

sinned and have missed the shining-greatness 

of God” (Romans 3:23). We should look into 

our own hearts. We should judge our own 

wrongs. We should not judge others. God will 

judge everyone at the judgment. He will judge 

rightly. He will judge people for their sins and 

for their faith. Those who put their faith in 

Jesus will receive life that lasts forever.   

 

Judgment for a Lack of Obedience 
(Romans 2:13–16) 

 The Jews thought having the Law was 

enough. They thought knowing the Law was 

enough. But only obedience to the Law was 

enough. Only obedience to the Law could 

make Jews right with God.  

 Non-Jews do not have the Law. But 

even without the Law, they know what they 

should do. It is written in their hearts. Every 

person knows the difference between right 

and wrong. God has written this knowledge in 

our hearts. No person has an excuse for not 

following God’s ways.  

 God knows the secret thoughts of every 

person. One day He will judge everyone for 

what is in our hearts. We must all answer to 

God. Where we come from is not important. 

Who our family is does not matter. Even 

doing good deeds will not save us. God has 

one requirement: to love and obey Him.  

 No man loves and obeys God perfectly. 

That is why we need Jesus. Jesus lived a 

perfect life.  He died to save us from judgment 

for our sins. Obeying God means we accept 

what Jesus did for us. We obey His commands 

because we love Him. This is the Good News 

that Paul preached. 
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Obedience and Genuine Faith 
(Romans 2:28-29) 

 A true Jew is one whose heart is right 

with God. A true non-Jew is one whose heart 

is right with God. Being right with God 

requires obedience. A true Christian submits 

to God with his or her whole heart.  

 Jews have a religious act that makes 

them a Jew. It shows that they are religious. 

But a religious act means nothing if it does 

not come from the heart. Non-Jews who do 

not have the outward sign may still obey 

God. What is important to God is the heart, 

not the outward sign.  

 We have religious practices and 

disciplines too. We go to church. We read our 

Bible. We give money to the needs of others. 

Some people fast from eating. But God is not 

impressed with our religious acts if they 

don’t come from our heart. Obeying God 

from our heart shows that our faith is 

genuine. It is real. It is not just outward 

show. Genuine faith shows that we truly 

accept what Jesus did for us. God receives 

everyone who genuinely trusts in Jesus. 

 

Things to Remember 

 True obedience is the way we express 

our love for God. God wants us to be obedient 

to Him. Our obedience matters to Him. He 

wants our hearts to be right, not just outward 

acts. We will all answer to God for the lives 

we live. We are all guilty of disobedience. We 

deserve judgment. But Jesus took our 

judgment on the cross. This is the Good News. 

If we put our faith in Jesus, we will get 

preferential treatment in the judgment. We will 

receive life that lasts forever.  
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Things to Think About 
 

1. What words of Paul might help you stop 
judging others? 
 
2. Does your conscience bother you when you do 
certain things? How might this lesson help you 
change? 
 
3. What religious acts do you do that need to 
become more a matter of the heart? 
 
4. How seriously do you take disobedience to 
God?  



Both Jews and those who are not Jews will 

receive this.  

11 God does not show favor to one man more 

than to another. 

 

Romans 2:13-16 

13 Just to hear the Law does not make a man 

right with God. The man right with God is the 

one who obeys the Law.  

14 The people who are not Jews do not have 

the Law. When they do what the Law tells 

them to do, even if they do not have the Law, it 

shows they know what they should do.  

15 They show that what the Law wants them 

to do is written in their hearts. Their own 

hearts tell them if they are guilty.  

16 There will be a day when God will judge 

because He knows the secret thoughts of men. 

He will do this through Jesus Christ. This is 

part of the Good News I preach. 

 

Romans 2:28-29 

28 A man is not a Jew just because he goes 

through the religious act of becoming a Jew.  

29 The true Jew is one whose heart is right 

with God. The religious act of becoming a Jew 

must be done in the heart. That is the work of 

the Holy Spirit. The Law does not do that kind 

of work. The true Jew gets his thanks from 

God, not from men. 

Romans 2:1-11 
1 So you can say nothing because you are 

guilty when you say someone else is guilty. 

While you say someone is guilty, you are 

doing the same things he does.  

2 We know that God will say those who do 

such things are guilty.  

3 Do you think God will punish others for 

doing wrong and let you keep sinning?  

4 Do you forget about His loving-kindness to 

you? Do you forget how long He is waiting 

for you? You know that God is kind. He is 

trying to get you to be sorry for your sins and 

turn from them.  

5 Because you are not sorry for your sins and 

will not turn from them, you will be punished 

even more on the day of God’s anger. God 

will be right in saying you are guilty.  

6 He will give to every man what he should 

get for the things he has done.  

7 Those who keep on doing good and are 

looking for His greatness and honor will 

receive life that lasts forever.  

8 Those who love only themselves and do not 

obey the truth, but do what is wrong, will be 

punished by God. His anger will be on them.  

9 Every Jew and every person who is not a 

Jew who sins will suffer and have great 

sorrow.  

10 But God will give His greatness and honor 

and peace to all those who obey the truth. 
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 Schae is an artist. He struggles with 

perfectionism. As a child, he would sit and 

draw for hours. Sometimes he would cry. He 

would tear up a page and start over. He 

wanted his drawings to be perfect. He wanted 

them to be just right. As an adult, Schae no 

longer cries over his art. He accepts that there 

is always something “not right” with every 

painting. Schae’s art teaches him about God. 

He knows there is something “not right” with 

all people. He knows only Jesus Christ, God’s 

Son, is perfect. So Schae is trusting in Jesus’ 

life and death to make him right with God.  

 

Trust in Jesus Makes People Right with  
God (Romans 3:21-23) 

 Only a person who never sins can be 

right with God. The prophets of old longed to 

be right with God. They condemned sin. They 

spoke against the sinful ways people lived. 

They longed for other people to live sinless 

lives. Yet people kept on sinning. 

 Many people in our world today do not 

believe they are sinners. They don’t lie. They 

don’t steal. They are good to their family and 

friends. They think they are good enough.  

 But they are still sinners. They still do 

wrong sometimes. The Bible says, “For all 

men have sinned and have missed the shining-

greatness of God” (Romans 3:23). “All” 

includes Jews and non-Jews, rich and poor, 

male and female. “All” includes you and me.  

 God set the standard for right living. 

His standard is high. Mostly good or 

sometimes good is not good enough for God. 

Only perfection is good enough for Him. 

Sinners cannot live up to God’s holy standard. 

Some people do right some of the time. But 

no one does right all the time. No one can 
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Bible Text 
Romans 3:21-31  

 
Memory Verse 

“For all men have sinned and have missed the 
shining-greatness of God.” (Romans 3:23) 
  

Word List 
achieve: to get or reach something by working 
hard 
condemned: to say in a strong way that 
something is wrong or bad 
heritage: the traditions, beliefs, or achievements 
of one’s family history 
longed: felt a strong desire 
penalty: punishment for breaking a rule or law 
perfectionism: wanting things to be done 
perfectly 
resist: to fight against 
restored: given back something that was lost 
standard: a level of acceptable achievement 



boast or brag about their goodness. Because of 

sin, people are under God’s anger. God is just, 

and He judges sin. Death is the final 

consequence of sin.  

 But God made a way for people to be 

right with Him. He sent His Son, Jesus Christ, 

to earth in the form of a man. Jesus lived and 

died as a man. In death, He took the 

consequence for our sin. He died for you. He 

died for me. Jesus’ death removed God’s 

anger. Jesus arose from the dead. He has 

power over death. He has power over the 

consequence of sin. People who put their trust 

in Jesus become right with God. When we are 

right with God, we have peace with God.  

 

Rightness with God is Restored  
(Romans 3:24-26) 

 At the beginning of creation, people 

were right with God. But they chose to 

disobey God. Then they were no longer right 

with God. They deserved God’s anger. They 

needed rightness with God to be restored. We, 

too, need rightness with God to be restored. 

We cannot achieve rightness on our own. We 

cannot earn it. We can only receive it.  

 Jesus’ death makes us right with God, 

even though we aren’t right. God’s loving-

favor is called grace. God gives us grace when 

He gives us what we don’t deserve. He shows 

us grace when He forgives our sin. God’s 

grace is free for anyone who will receive it. 

 Some people have trouble receiving 

God’s grace. They find it hard to accept 

salvation as a gift. They want to earn what 

they receive. They want to be good enough by 

their own efforts. 

 Some great preachers in world history 

resisted God’s grace at first. Then they 

studied God’s Word more. They came to 

know that rightness with God comes through 

grace. A famous quote by Martin Luther says, 

“Salvation comes by grace alone through faith 

alone for Christ’s sake alone.” 

 Sinners, without God’s grace, are under 

the power of sin. They are also under the 

penalty of sin. People who sin keep on 

sinning. But Jesus’ blood, which He shed on 

the cross, breaks the power and penalty of sin. 

Jesus paid a huge price to make us right with 

God. When we put our trust in Jesus, God no 

longer sees our sin. Christ’s blood covers our 

sin. It restores our rightness with God. 

 

Rightness with God is Realized  
(Romans 3:27-31) 

 Salvation from sin and judgment comes 

through Jesus alone. He did the work of 

saving us. We cannot say we do anything to 

earn it. We cannot boast in anything we do. 

We cannot say we live a good life. We cannot 

say we do religious acts. We cannot say we 

have a Christian heritage. These things are 

good. But they do not save us. We are saved 
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by faith in Jesus. Jesus, plus nothing else, 

saves us. 

 When we put our trust in Jesus, we 

begin a journey of obedience. God wants us 

to live lives of goodness. He wants us to be 

holy, as He is holy. But we cannot achieve 

this by ourselves.  

 God’s Spirit works in us. He gives us 

the power to do good. He makes us into new 

people. Christ restores us to God and helps us 

live right every day. Our faith must be alive. 

It is not just in our minds; it must be in our 

hearts. True faith gives us hope for a future 

with God that lasts forever. What a great 

hope we have! 

 Beginning a journey of obedience to 

Christ is like growing. We grow in Christ-

likeness. In this life, we will never be perfect. 

But because we are right with God, we have 

joy. Jesus said, “I came so they might have 

life, a great full life” (John 10:10). 

Things to Remember 

 God is holy and we are not. Our 

goodness does not measure up to God’s 

goodness. Our sin separates us from God. 

Jesus came to earth and died to cover the sins 

of all people. He offers salvation as a free gift 

to anyone who will receive it. We cannot work 

to get salvation; it is purely a gift of grace. 

When we trust in Christ, we begin a “great full 

life” of obedience.  

 Anyone can receive the great gift of 

salvation by trusting in Jesus. It can happen 

today. “For God so loved the world that He 

gave His only Son. Whoever puts his trust in 

God’s Son will not be lost but will have life 

that lasts forever” (John 3:16). 

 We cannot expect to live our lives free 

from sin. As sinners, we cannot achieve the 

perfection or holiness of God. But our lives 

can be like Schae’s art. We may not live 

perfect lives. But we can live beautiful lives of 

faith. We can live great full lives as we trust 

and obey our Savior Jesus. 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. What is the real mark of a Christian?  
 
2. What does it mean to receive salvation as a 
free gift?  
 
3. Why is it hard to accept God’s grace? 
 
4. In what ways does knowing you are right with 
God help you to live rightly? 
 
5. It is God’s love for you that sent His Son to 
earth to die. How much does God’s love touch 
your heart?  



trust in Christ. It is not by his doing what the 

Law says.  

29 Is God the God of the Jews only? Is He not 

the God of the people who are not Jews also? 

He is for sure.  

30 He is one God. He will make Jews and the 

people who are not Jews right with Himself if 

they put their trust in Christ.  

31 Does this mean that we do away with the 

Law when we put our trust in Christ? No, not 

at all. It means we know the Law is important. 

Romans 3:21-31 

21 But now God has made another way to 

make men right with Himself. It is not by the 

Law. The Law and the early preachers tell 

about it.  

22 Men become right with God by putting 

their trust in Jesus Christ. God will accept 

men if they come this way. All men are the 

same to God.  

23 For all men have sinned and have missed 

the shining-greatness of God.  

24 Anyone can be made right with God by the 

free gift of His loving-favor. It is Jesus Christ 

Who bought them with His blood and made 

them free from their sins.  

25 God gave Jesus Christ to the world. Men’s 

sins can be forgiven through the blood of 

Christ when they put their trust in Him. God 

gave His Son Jesus Christ to show how right 

He is. Before this, God did not look on the 

sins that were done.  

26 But now God proves that He is right in 

saving men from sin. He shows that He is the 

One Who has no sin. God makes anyone right 

with Himself who puts his trust in Jesus. 

27 What then do we have to be proud of? 

Nothing at all! Why? Is it because men obey 

the Law? No! It is because men put their trust 

in Christ.  

28 This is what we have come to know. A 

man is made right with God by putting his 
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 During the Christmas holidays we hear 

stories of people who like to give. One man 

gives out hundred-dollar bills to strangers. He 

loves to surprise others. He feels joy when he 

does this. He loves to see the expression on 

their faces. He knows the money will help.  

 The people who receive the money feel 

grateful. They feel unworthy. They didn’t do 

anything to deserve the gift. They call the 

man who gave the money a good person. He 

makes them want to do good deeds as well.  

 God loves to give good things to 

people. He is the greatest giver of all. He 

gives salvation to people who will receive it. 

He gives to people who don’t deserve it. God 

is happy when people receive His gift. 
 

Works Won’t Work (Romans 4:1-8) 

 The history of the Jews began with 

Abraham.  He was their forefather. Abraham 

was special before God. He was special 

because he had faith. He followed God even 

when God asked him to sacrifice his son Isaac 

(Genesis 22). Abraham believed God. His 

faith made him right with God — and it saved 

Isaac! Only faith makes people right with 

God. Abraham is the forefather of all who are 

right with God through faith. 

 We live in a society today where “you 

don’t get something for nothing.” People 

think, “I will give you something if you give 

me something.” But God doesn’t work like 

this. We cannot bargain with God. We cannot 

think we can do something good for God so 

that God will do something good for us. We 

cannot do anything good for God. None of 

our good deeds are good enough for Him. He 

has a different plan. He does everything for 

us. And we receive His gifts by faith alone.  

 Paul wanted the Romans to understand 

how to be right with God. He gave them an 

example. People earn money when they work. 

They deserve the money. It is not a gift. But 

people who trust in God receive salvation as a 

gift. They do not work for it. God gives the 

gift to people who cannot live a perfect life. 
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Memory Verse 

“Abraham put his trust in God and was made right 
with Him.” (Romans 4:22) 
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He gives it to people who deserve punishment 

because of their sin. He offers salvation to all 

people. No one can work and earn salvation. 

Everyone must trust in what Christ has done.  

 What has Christ done for all people? He 

died to take the punishment we deserve. King 

David was a man who sinned. He did a sexual 

sin and committed murder. He confessed his 

sin to God, and God forgave him. God did not 

hold his sin against him. God’s gift of grace 

replaced the punishment David deserved. He 

said, “Those people are happy whose sinful 

acts are forgiven and whose sins are 

covered” (v. 7; see also Psalm 32:1). Abraham 

was also a man who sinned. Both men 

deserved punishment for their sin. But their 

faith made them right with God. Salvation 

comes through faith, not works.  
 

Religious Acts Are Not Enough  
(Romans 4:9–12) 

 Paul argued his point well. People are 

made right with God by faith and not by 

anything else. The Jews could not claim that 

the religious act of becoming a Jew made 

them right with God. This act was important. 

It was a sign of promise between God and 

Abraham. God promised to bless the world 

through Abraham. So wouldn’t God then bless 

those who had become Jews with this 

religious act? 

 Paul wanted the Jews to understand. A 

timeline of Abraham’s life would help. He 

wanted them to see that Abraham was made 

right before he even knew about the religious 

act. Paul showed that God called Abraham 

(Genesis 12). Then God said Abraham was 

right before Him (Genesis 15). Fourteen years 

later, Abraham obeyed God’s instructions 

with the religious act (Genesis 17). His 

actions did not make him right with God. The 

religious act was an outward sign of being 

chosen by God for a special purpose. The 

Jews were to bless the world by being the 

family of Jesus. 

 The early church said there was no 

difference between those who did the 

religious act and those who did not. God 

knows every heart. God loves every person. 

Every person is saved by accepting the Good 

News that Jesus died on the cross to save 

them from their sins. So Abraham could be 

known as the father of all who believe — both 

Jews and non-Jews.  
 

The Law Is Not Enough (Romans 4:13-17) 

 Paul talked straight to the Jews in 

Rome. They were people of the Law. They 

had the Ten Commandments. The Law was 

good. But the Law did not make them right 

with God. It showed the people their 

sinfulness. They could never obey the Law 

completely. They needed a Savior. 

 God made a promise to Abraham. He 

promised to bless Abraham and give him a big 

family. God did not make the promise because 
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Abraham obeyed the Law. The Law required 

perfect obedience. To break one law was the 

same as breaking all of them. Abraham could 

not obey the Law perfectly.  

 God fulfilled the promise to Abraham 

in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. 

Jesus lived a perfect, sinless life. Abraham 

needed a Savior like Jesus. Abraham’s good 

works were not enough. His obedience to the 

Law was not enough. Abraham could only be 

made right with God by trusting in God’s 

promise of a Savior.  
 

Faith Is Just Right (Romans 4:18-25) 

 Abraham’s life shows how important 

faith is. He was 100 years old when God 

promised him a blessing — and a family! His 

body was almost dead. His wife was too old 

to have children. But Abraham believed 

God’s promise. His hope was in what God 

promised. God gave Abraham and Sarah a 

child in their old age. Years later God gave 

His Only Son as a Savior for all who believe. 

This Savior is for all of us. We are made right 

with God the same way Abraham was. We 

trust Jesus, whom God raised from the dead, 

to make us right with God. 
 

Things to Remember 

 We learn from Abraham’s life that 

human perfection is impossible. Being made 

right with God is a gift. We do not earn 

salvation through good works. God made a 

promise to Abraham and fulfilled it in Jesus. 

Through the life, death, and resurrection of 

Jesus Christ, we receive salvation. God 

promises that we will be right with God if we 

have faith in Him. 

 Today, people who have faith can say 

that Abraham is our father. We can say we are 

the children of Abraham! What a great 

example he is for us! 

 

____________________ 

 
Romans 4:1-25 

1 What about Abraham, our early father? What 
did he learn?  
2 If Abraham was made right with God by what 
he did, he would have had something to be proud 
of. But he could not be proud before God.  
3 The Holy Writings say, “Abraham put his trust 
in God and that made him right with God.”  
4 If a man works, his pay is not a gift. It is 
something he has earned.  
5 If a man has not worked to be saved, but has put 
his trust in God Who saves men from the 
punishment of their sins, that man is made right 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. What things do you do, thinking you are getting 
favor with God? 
 
2. How might remembering God’s faithfulness 
bring you more hope? 
 
3. What have you learned about faith through the 
example of Abraham? 
 
4. Rest in the fact that you can’t earn God’s love 
through good works. You already have it. 



15 God’s anger comes on a man when he does not 
obey the Law. But if there were no Law, then no 
one could break it. 
16 So God’s promise is given to us because we 
put our trust in Him. We can be sure of it. It is 
because of His loving-favor to us. It is for all the 
family of Abraham. It is for those who obey the 
Law. It is for those who put their trust in God as 
Abraham did. In this way, he is the father of all 
Christians.  
17 The Holy Writings say, “I have made you a 
father of many nations.” This promise is good 
because of Who God is. He makes the dead live 
again. He speaks, and something is made out of 
nothing.  
18 Abraham believed he would be the father of 
many nations. He had no reason to hope for this, 
but he had been told, “Your children will become 
many nations.”  
19 Abraham was about one hundred years old. His 
body was about dead, but his faith in God was not 
weak when he thought of his body. His faith was 
not weak when he thought of his wife Sarah being 
past the age of having children.  
20 Abraham did not doubt God’s promise. His 
faith in God was strong, and he gave thanks to 
God.  
21 He was sure God was able to do what He had 
promised.  
22 Abraham put his trust in God and was made 
right with Him.  
23 The words, “He was made right with God,” 
were not for Abraham only.  
24 They were for us also. God will make us right 
with Himself the same way He did Abraham, if 
we put our trust in God Who raised Jesus our Lord 
from the dead.  
25 Jesus died for our sins. He was raised from the 
dead to make us right with God. 

with God because of his trust in God.  
6 David tells of this. He spoke of how happy the 
man is who puts his trust in God without working 
to be saved from the punishment of sin.  
7 “Those people are happy whose sinful acts are 
forgiven and whose sins are covered.  
8 Those people are happy whose sins the Lord 
will not remember.” 
9 Is this happiness given to the Jews only? Or is 
it given also to the people who are not Jews? We 
say again, “Abraham put his trust in God and that 
made him right with God.”  
10 When did this happen? Was it before or after 
Abraham went through the religious act of 
becoming a Jew? It was before.  
11 He went through the religious act after he had 
put his trust in God. That religious act proved that 
his trust in God made him right with God even 
before he went through the religious act of 
becoming a Jew. In that way, it made him the 
early father of all those who believe. It showed 
that those who did not go through the religious 
act of becoming a Jew could be right with God.  
12 He is also the early father of all those who 
have gone through the religious act of becoming 
a Jew. It is not because they went through the act. 
It is because they put their trust in God the same 
as Abraham did before he went through the 
religious act of becoming a Jew.  
13 God promised to give the world to him and to 
all his family after him. He did not make this 
promise because Abraham obeyed the Law. He 
promised to give the world to Abraham because 
he put his trust in God. This made him right with 
God.  
14 If those who obey the Law are to get the 
world, then a person putting his trust in God 
means nothing. God’s promise to Abraham 
would be worth nothing.  
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 Caroline was a little girl when her 

father was President of the United States. 

Americans still remember pictures of her in 

her father’s office. The Oval Office is an 

important place. The President is an important 

person. But as a child, Caroline came and 

went as she pleased. She enjoyed special 

privileges. She had access to the most 

important room in the White House. She was 

welcomed there. She was the daughter of the 

President. She was not afraid. She was his 

beloved child. 

 In the same way, people who put their 

faith in Jesus have access to God. We are no 

longer enemies, but children of God. We are 

forgiven. We have no fear of punishment. 

Jesus took our punishment on the cross. We 

have hope for life that will last forever. This 

hope brings peace and joy, a reason to rejoice!   

 

Access to God (Romans 5:1-4) 

 Paul tried hard to help the Jews in 

Rome understand the most important thing. 

People are saved by faith alone and not by 

what they do. He wanted them to understand 

clearly. He knew this was Good News for 

them.  It is Good News for us all. 

 Paul told them they cannot count on the 

Law. The Law teaches what is right and 

wrong. It also shows where we miss God’s 

standard. The Law is good, but it cannot save 

us. We cannot follow the Law completely. 

Our best obedience is still not good enough to 

earn God’s favor.  

 We also cannot count on good works or 

religious acts. These are good actions, but 

they can’t make people right with God. Good 

deeds don’t meet God’s requirement. His 

standard is too high, too holy. People are 

made right with God in only one way. We 

trust in the life, death, and resurrection of 

Christ to bring us peace with God.   

 After Paul makes this point again and 

again, he moves to a different theme. We can 

almost hear Paul exhale his breath. He begins 

with a big “NOW.” He tells the Jews, now 
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“But God showed His love to us. While we were 
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that they are right with God, their lives will be 

different. They will experience great 

blessings. These blessings are for all people 

who put their faith in God. 

 Being right with God gives us access to 

Him. We come to Him as children. He 

receives us as our Father. We have no fear of 

His anger. Jesus made peace with God for us. 

He will not reject us for our sins. He invites us 

to come to Him because He loves us. He 

accepts us because Jesus’ blood covers our 

sin. God blesses us with peace. 

 Jesus never said Christians would have 

lives free from trouble. Instead, He said, “In 

the world you will have much trouble” 

(John 16:33). We can expect to have troubles 

in life. But even when we face problems, we 

can be glad. Troubles help us grow closer to 

God. They help us learn lessons about life. 

They test our faith. When we stand the test 

and don’t give up, we grow stronger. This 

strength gives us hope. We know that no 

matter the circumstances, God is always with 

us. He works in our lives through the 

circumstances. He teaches us to trust Him. 

God blesses us with joy. 

  

The Working of Love (Romans 5:5-8) 

 God, through the Holy Spirit, pours out 

His love in our hearts every day. This is the 

love that Jesus had for us when He willingly 

died on the cross. It is amazing love. We are 

not good people; we are sinners. Yet Jesus 

was willing to die for us. God wanted to show 

how much He loves us. He let His Son die in 

our place. This amazing love is why we have 

hope. It is why we can endure troubles. We 

keep going because we know He loves us and 

will help us. 

 God loves us, and we are His children. 

We have access to Him. We can talk to Him 

in prayer. We can tell Him our troubles. He 

helps us in times of trouble. God blesses His 

children with rich blessings. In Him, we find 

peace, hope, and joy. Because we are made 

right with God through Jesus, we are children 

of Abraham. We are children of the promise, 

which is for all people for all time. 

 

The Welcome of God (Romans 5:9-11) 

 God’s love is the source of our hope. 

We find hope in the loving promises of God. 

He has promised us life that lasts forever. 

Jesus’ death made this possible. Our hope for 

the future is not just wishful thinking. It is not 

a guess about what will happen. It is a certain 

assurance. We know what our  future holds. 

When Jesus makes us right with God, we are 

no longer enemies of God. We are welcomed 

into His presence as children. We will live 

with Him forever. 

 Hope is not just a good feeling. The 

assurance our hope brings comes from 

accepting Jesus for salvation. His death paid 

the price for our sin. And it covers our past 

sins, our present sins, and any sins we will do 

in the future.  His death saves us from God’s 

anger at the end of life. We have salvation 
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now and we will have salvation later. Jesus’ 

death provides salvation that lasts forever.  

 God’s love is not just for a few people. 

His love is for every person who will receive 

it. All are welcome. God welcomes “the 

whole world” (John 3:16) to receive life that 

lasts forever. Because of God’s love, we are 

made right with God. As a result, we have 

peace, joy, and hope. We have reason to 

rejoice! 

 

Things to Remember 

 God has made us His children through 

the sacrificial death of Jesus, His Son. The 

very thought of this fills us with hope and 

joy! We were separated from God because of 

our sin. We needed God’s acceptance. By His 

loving-favor, God welcomes us into His 

family. We call His loving-favor grace. Grace 

means that God does not give us what we 

deserve. 

Things to Think About 
 

1. What is amazing about God’s acceptance of 
you? 
 
2. In what areas in your life is God working right 
now? 
 
3. How does being saved by grace bring you 
assurance? 
 
4. Which blessing do you need the most? Hope, 
peace, or joy? 
 
5. Recall a trouble you have experienced. How 
did God help you through it? 

 As God’s children, we don’t fear death 

or punishment. On the cross, Jesus faced 

God’s anger for us. Because of God’s love, we 

have the hope of a bright future. We are 

assured of life that lasts forever. In this life, 

even in our troubles, we have hope. God, 

through the Holy Spirit, helps us get through 

the troubles. He builds us up through our 

troubles. And He continually pours out His 

love on us. No matter who we are or where we 

are in life, God wants us to experience the 

peace and joy that only He can give. He wants 

us to rejoice in His love! 

 Like children of a powerful, important 

father, we have special access and privileges. 

We can come into our Father’s presence 

without fear. He welcomes us with open arms. 

He gives to us freely. He blesses us richly. He 

loves us with an amazing love. We have every 

reason to rejoice! 
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11 Not only that, we give thanks to God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through Him 

we have been brought back to God. 

Romans 5:1-11 

1 Now that we have been made right with 

God by putting our trust in Him, we have 

peace with Him. It is because of what our 

Lord Jesus Christ did for us.  

2 By putting our trust in God, He has given us 

His loving-favor and has received us. We are 

happy for the hope we have of sharing the 

shining-greatness of God.  

3 We are glad for our troubles also. We know 

that troubles help us learn not to give up.  

4 When we have learned not to give up, it 

shows we have stood the test. When we have 

stood the test, it gives us hope.  

5 Hope never makes us ashamed because the 

love of God has come into our hearts through 

the Holy Spirit Who was given to us. 

6 We were weak and could not help 

ourselves. Then Christ came at the right time 

and gave His life for all sinners.  

7 No one is willing to die for another person, 

but for a good man someone might be willing 

to die.  

8 But God showed His love to us. While we 

were still sinners, Christ died for us.  

9 Now that we have been saved from the 

punishment of sin by the blood of Christ, He 

will save us from God’s anger also.  

10 We hated God. But we were saved from 

the punishment of sin by the death of Christ. 

He has brought us back to God and we will be 

saved by His life.  
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 Think about your closest friend. What 

if you say to her: “I love you so much. I will 

forgive you for anything you do to hurt me.”  

 Your friend responds by asking, “Do 

you mean anything?”  

 You reply, “Yes, I will forgive you for 

anything.” 

 Now what if your friend begins to hurt 

you with her words on purpose. She says 

many things to insult you when you see her. 

When she is done, she reminds you that you 

promised to forgive her.  

Bible Text 
Romans 6:1-23 

 
Memory Verse 

“What are we to do then? Are we to sin because 
we have God’s loving-favor and are not living by 
the Law? No, not at all!” (Romans 6:15) 
  

Word List 
insult: to say hurtful things to put someone down 
grace: God’s loving-kindness we do not deserve 
submerge: go under water 
symbol: a sign; a thing that stands for something 
else 

 The next week, your friend takes a 

heavy stick and pounds dents into your car. 

The repairs will cost a whole week’s pay. 

Every week your friend plans a new way to 

hurt you. She wants to see how much of your 

forgiveness she can use. She hurts you on 

purpose. Then she tells everyone that you are 

her best friend.  

 What would you think of this kind of 

friendship? It probably would not take long to 

understand that this friend is not a true friend. 

She says she is your friend with her words. 

However, her actions show she does not care 

about you as a friend cares. 

  

Dead to Sin (Romans 6:1-5) 

 Paul asked the Christians in Rome to 

think about a similar situation. Through Jesus, 

God offers to freely forgive our sins. Paul 

wrote to answer important questions about 

God’s grace and forgiveness. How should 

Christians respond to God’s loving-kindness 

and forgiveness? Should they use up as much 

of it as they can? Should they sin on purpose 

so that God can show them extra loving-

kindness? Should they use His grace to live 

any way they want?  

 Paul answered these questions clearly. 

He wrote, “No, not at all!” (v. 2). Paul stated 

that Christians are dead to sin. Baptism is a 

picture that explains Paul’s answer. The word 

baptize means to dip or submerge something. 



 

For example, you might submerge your hand 

by placing it completely into a bucket of 

water. Baptism is a way for Christians to show 

they are completely covered in God’s 

forgiveness.  

 Christians use water to baptize. In 

baptism, we place people under the water. 

Doing this is a symbol. It is a way for 

Christians to show they are one with Jesus in 

His death. His death paid the penalty for our 

sins and made it possible to have forgiveness 

for our sins. His blood and His death washed 

us clean from the stain of sin. Jesus bought our 

freedom from the pain and punishment of sin. 

 

Alive to God (Romans 6:6-11) 

 In baptism, Christians do more than 

show they are one with Jesus in death. They 

also show they are one with Jesus as He rose 

from the dead. Jesus did not just die. He came 

to life again! He defeated death. And He 

defeated sin. Through Jesus, we have access 

to a new life. With His power in us, we can 

live a different way than before. We are dead 

to sin, but we are alive to God through Jesus. 

 Before we become Christians, sin is our 

boss. We live life apart from God. We are 

separated from His power because of sin. 

Without God’s power, we cannot defeat sin in 

our lives. But because Jesus died and came 

back to life, we are forgiven. Sin no longer 

separates us from God’s power. We can live a 

different life. Sin does not have to control us. 

God can live His life through us. His power 

can keep us from sin. 

 

Saying No to Sin (Romans 6:12-14) 

 Paul was clear when he reminded 

Christians that sin is no longer their boss. But 

Paul recognized that Christians are still 

surrounded by sin in this life. He pointed out 

that Christians must be careful not to choose 

sin. He warned them about letting sin have 

power in their lives again.  

 Paul encouraged Christians to say no to 

sin. He encouraged them to choose to obey 

God. When Christians do not actively choose 

to obey God with their whole hearts, sin may 

creep back in. Sin may try to take over their 

lives again.  

  

Saying Yes to God (Romans 6:15-23) 

 When sin has power over our lives, we 

are not right with God. We do not see or feel  

His power. God sent His Son to die and rise 

again so we can: 

  be free from sin 

  live a new kind of life 

  live a life that is pleasing to God.  

 Before Christians are made clean 

through God’s forgiveness, they have no 

choice. A life controlled by sin is the only 

option. Sin brings death and destruction. But 

through God’s loving-kindness and 
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forgiveness, Christians are free from the 

control of sin. We do not have to choose 

death and destruction. Christians can choose 

life and goodness.  

 Think about it. What if you were in jail 

because you committed a crime? What if 

someone freely offered to release you from 

jail? On your first day home with your family 

and friends, would you willingly choose to 

return to prison? No! You would treasure 

your freedom. In the same way, we should 

value our freedom from sin. We should say 

no to sin and the bad things it brings to our 

lives. We should say yes to serving God and 

the good it brings to us. 

 

Things to Remember 

 God did not send Jesus to die for our 

sins simply so that bad people might become 

Things to Think About 
 

1. How is your life different since you became a 
Christian? 
 

2. In what ways are you tempted to let sin have 
power in your life again? 
 
3. What best reminds you to say no to sin when you 
are tempted? 
 
4. In what ways are you actively seeking to serve 
and obey God? 
 
5. Do you know any Christians who need help 
saying no to a sin that is trying to have power in 
their life again? How can you encourage them?

good people. Jesus came to die and rise again  

so that a person who is dead in sin might 

become alive to God. God’s forgiveness does 

not just make a person a better version of who 

they used to be. It makes him or her a whole 

new person. 

 God’s loving-kindness and forgiveness 

invite us to turn away from a life of sin and 

death. Jesus explained that no one can serve 

two bosses (Matthew 6:24; Luke 16:13). A 

person will either direct his heart to serve God 

or to serve sin. God’s grace provides 

forgiveness for all our mistakes. But it never 

makes it okay for us to continue choosing sin. 

Who is your boss? Is it God? Or is it sin? 

Praise God we can have a new life! 
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13 Do not give any part of your body for sinful 

use. Instead, give yourself to God as a living 

person who has been raised from the dead. Give 

every part of your body to God to do what is 

right.  

14 Sin must not have power over you. You are not 

living by the Law. You have life because of God’s 

loving-favor. 

15 What are we to do then? Are we to sin because 

we have God’s loving-favor and are not living by 

the Law? No, not at all!  

16 Do you not know that when you give yourself 

as a servant to be owned by someone, that one 

becomes your owner? If you give yourself to sin, 

the end is death. If you give yourself to God, the 

end is being right with Him.  

17 At one time you were held by the power of sin. 

But now you obey with all your heart the teaching 

that was given to you. Thank God for this!  

18 You were made free from the power of sin. 

Being right with God has power over you now.  

19 I speak with words easy to understand because 

your human thinking is weak. At one time you 

gave yourselves over to the power of sin. You 

kept on sinning all the more. Now give yourselves 

over to being right with God. Set yourself apart 

for God-like living and to do His work. 

20 When sin had power over your life, you were 

not right with God.  

21 What good did you get from the things you are 

ashamed of now? Those things bring death.  

22 But now you are free from the power of sin. 

You have become a servant for God. Your life is 

set apart for God-like living. The end is life that 

lasts forever.  

23 You get what is coming to you when you sin.  

It is death! But God’s free gift is life that lasts 

forever. It is given to us by our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Romans 6:1-23 

1 What does this mean? Are we to keep on 

sinning so that God will give us more of His 

loving-favor?  

2 No, not at all! We are dead to sin. How then 

can we keep on living in sin?  

3 All of us were baptized to show we belong to 

Christ. We were baptized first of all to show His 

death.  

4 We were buried in baptism as Christ was buried 

in death. As Christ was raised from the dead by 

the great power of God, so we will have new life 

also.  

5 If we have become one with Christ in His 

death, we will be one with Him in being raised 

from the dead to new life. 

6 We know that our old life, our old sinful self, 

was nailed to the cross with Christ. And so the 

power of sin that held us was destroyed. Sin is no 

longer our boss.  

7 When a man is dead, he is free from the power 

of sin.  

8 And if we have died with Christ, we believe we 

will live with Him also.  

9 We know that Christ was raised from the dead. 

He will never die again. Death has no more 

power over Him.  

10 He died once but now lives. He died to break 

the power of sin, and the life He now lives is for 

God.  

11 You must do the same thing! Think of 

yourselves as dead to the power of sin. But now 

you have new life because of Jesus Christ our 

Lord. You are living this new life for God. 

12 So do not let sin have power over your body 

here on earth. You must not obey the body and 

let it do what it wants to do.  
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 Have you ever jumped into a 

swimming pool? How does it feel when you 

leap into deep water with your whole body? 

There is water above you, below you, and all 

around you. There may even be water inside 

your nose, ears, or mouth. When you are 

immersed in the water , it covers you 

completely.  

 In much the same way, Christians are 

immersed in Christ. This is why baptism is 

Bible Text 
Romans 8:1-17 

 
Memory Verse 

“But if the Holy Spirit is the boss over your mind, 
it leads to life and peace.” (Romans 8:6b) 
  

Word List 
immerse: to place something in a liquid so that 
all the parts are completely covered 
opposite: completely different, like rich and poor, 
or black and white 
penalty: punishment or price for breaking a rule 
or a law 
sacrifice: killing a living thing in a religious 
ceremony to please a god; giving up something 
you want to keep 

such a good picture of the Christian life. The 

old sinful life goes into the water. It is 

covered in the grace and forgiveness that God 

gives. A new life rises up out of the water 

washed, clean, and pure. This is the story of 

the Christian’s life. The life of Christ not only 

covers a Christian; Christ’s life is also inside 

him. 

 This is good news! God’s life inside of 

a Christian means that God’s Holy Spirit is 

living inside him. Sin is no longer the 

Christian’s boss. The Holy Spirit can control 

him instead. Living with the Holy Spirit in 

control leads to freedom and peace. It makes 

us God’s sons and daughters. It brings us 

freedom from our old sinful lives. 

 

Free from Sin (Romans 8:1-4) 

 The Law was important to the Jews 

who lived during Jesus’ time. They worked 

hard to obey the Law, which was written by 

Moses hundreds of years earlier. They taught 

their children to obey the Law. The Law 

showed them what was pleasing to God. But 

the Law did not make them right with God. It 

only pointed out their sins. The Jews offered 

sacrifices for  their  sins. Their  offer ings 

paid the penalty for their sins. This is how 

they stayed right with God.  

 The Law did not stop them from 

sinning. It only made them aware of their 



sins. God loved His people and wanted to give 

them a better way to please Him. This is why 

God sent Jesus.  

 Jesus’ death on the cross was the 

perfect and complete sacrifice for our sins. 

The punishment for sin is death. He suffered 

the punishment for the sins of all men for all 

time. He paid the price for it all. But Jesus did 

not stay dead. He rose to life again. He had the 

power to conquer sin and death! 

 The Christian places his life in Christ. 

He is covered in Christ’s life. He is free from 

the punishment of sin. He is guilty of sin, but 

he is free from death. Through the Holy Spirit, 

God’s strong power lives inside every true 

Christian. The Holy Spirit gives freedom from 

the power of sin. 

 

Focus on the Spirit (Romans 8:5-10) 

 To experience God’s full power, 

Christians must focus on the Holy Spirit. They 

must set their minds on the things of the 

Spirit. Our minds control what our bodies do 

and where they go. When the Holy Spirit is 

boss of the Christian’s mind, He brings life to 

the Christian. When sin is the boss of  the 

mind, it brings death. Our minds set the 

direction for our lives. We must focus our 

minds on the Holy Spirit. 

 Here is an example. When teenagers 

learn to drive, they learn to focus their eyes on 

the road. Their hands control the steering 

wheel, but their hands usually follow the 

focus of their eyes. If a young driver looks 

left, the steering wheel usually turns to the 

left. And the car turns to the left, too. This is 

why we often say to young drivers: “Watch 

where you are going!” We are reminding 

them to keep their focus. Then they will stay 

headed in the right direction. 

 The same is true when a Christian is 

travelling through life. He must focus on God. 

He must keep reading God’s Word. He must 

keep spending time in prayer. He must keep 

forgiving those who hurt him. He must keep 

learning about God’s ways. Then his life will 

follow in the same direction through God’s 

power inside of him. 

 The power of focus works in the 

opposite way, too. A life focused on the 

sinful old ways will begin “fighting against 

God” (v. 7). This kind of life “cannot please 

God” (v. 8). A life focused on the sinful old 

ways will lead to death and destruction. The 

Christian’s focus must not be on these things. 

 

Power from the Spirit (Romans 8:11-17) 

 Christians know that if  the “Holy Spirit 

lives in you, He will give life to your 

bodies” (v. 11). Christians must choose the 

power of God’s Holy Spirit. This will destroy 

the power of sin and death. Power from God’s 
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Holy Spirit gives life. Inside every believer is 

power strong enough to raise the dead. It is 

the same power that is in Christ. It is His life 

inside each believer.  

 When a Christian receives God’s Holy 

Spirit, he or she begins a new life in God’s 

family. “All who are led by the Holy Spirit 

are sons [and daughters] of God” (v. 14).  

 Christians can call God  their 

“Father” (v. 15). A child of God will have 

everything God promised. The Holy Spirit 

brings life and peace. But the Holy Spirit 

does more than that. He makes the Christian a 

son or daughter of God. A Christian is 

adopted into God’s family. A Christian is no 

longer a slave to the old sinful ways. He is a 

son. She is a daughter. A Christian receives 

all the good things God has for His children.  

 

Things to Think About 
 

1. Who was the first person to tell you that Jesus 
loves you so much that He took the punishment for  
your sins? How did you feel when you learned this? 
 
2. Have you ever known someone who set their 
mind on something? A hobby? A goal? A 
relationship? A job? How did that change the 
person? 
 
3. What are some things that the sinful old life 
desires? 
 
4. What does it mean to be a son or daughter of 
God? What does it mean to call Him “Father”? 

Things to Remember 

 Because of Jesus’ death and 

resurrection, Christians are free from the 

punishment of sin. Their lives are immersed in 

Christ’s forgiveness. His life lives inside them 

through the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit gives 

power for the Christian to live free from sin. 

Christians experience this power fully when 

they focus on the things of God.  

 The life of God’s Holy Spirit inside a 

Christian makes him or her a child of God. A 

Christian has God as his or her Father. The 

Father shares all things with His children. He 

shares His blessings, His suffering, and His 

shining-greatness. Through all of it, a 

Christian knows God more deeply. Think of it. 

A life once controlled by sin becomes a life 

that knows the Father. What a gift! 
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8 Those who do what their sinful old selves 

want to do cannot please God. 

9 But you are not doing what your sinful old 

selves want you to do. You are doing what the 

Holy Spirit tells you to do, if you have God’s 

Spirit living in you. No one belongs to Christ 

if he does not have Christ’s Spirit in him.  

10 If Christ is in you, your spirit lives because 

you are right with God, and yet your body is 

dead because of sin.  

11 The Holy Spirit raised Jesus from the dead. 

If the same Holy Spirit lives in you, He will 

give life to your bodies in the same way. 

12 So then, Christian brothers, we are not to 

do what our sinful old selves want us to do.  

13 If you do what your sinful old selves want 

you to do, you will die in sin. But if, through 

the power of the Holy Spirit, you destroy those 

actions to which the body can be led, you will 

have life. 14 All those who are led by the Holy 

Spirit are sons of God.  

15 You should not act like people who are 

owned by someone. They are always afraid. 

Instead, the Holy Spirit makes us His sons, 

and we can call to Him, “My Father.”  

16 For the Holy Spirit speaks to us and tells 

our spirit that we are children of God.  

17 If we are children of God, we will receive 

everything He has promised us. We will share 

with Christ all the things God has given to 

Him. But we must share His suffering if we 

are to share His shining-greatness. 

Romans 8:1-17 

1 Now, because of this, those who belong to 

Christ will not suffer the punishment of sin.  

2 The power of the Holy Spirit has made me 

free from the power of sin and death. This 

power is mine because I belong to Christ 

Jesus.  

3 The Law could not make me free from the 

power of sin and death. It was weak because 

it had to work with weak human beings. But 

God sent His own Son. He came to earth in a 

body of flesh which could be tempted to sin 

as we in our bodies can be. He gave Himself 

to take away sin. By doing that, He took away 

the power sin had over us.  

4 In that way, Jesus did for us what the Law 

said had to be done. We do not do what our 

sinful old selves tell us to do anymore. Now 

we do what the Holy Spirit wants us to do.  

5 Those who let their sinful old selves tell 

them what to do live under that power of their 

sinful old selves. But those who let the Holy 

Spirit tell them what to do are under His 

power.  

6 If your sinful old self is the boss over your 

mind, it leads to death. But if the Holy Spirit 

is the boss over your mind, it leads to life and 

peace.  

7 The mind that thinks only of ways to please 

the sinful old self is fighting against God. It is 

not able to obey God’s Laws. It never can. 
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 How do feel when you know someone 

is on your side? What is it like to have an 

encouraging friend? What is it like when a 

friend supports you? What is it like when a 

friend joins you in a battle or struggle? What 

is it like when a friend comforts you while 

you are hurting?  

 A friend like this makes you feel safer. 

A friend like this makes you feel secure. It is 

good to know someone is on your side. We 

are lucky if we have a friend or two who is 

like this.  

Bible Text 
Romans 8:18-39 

 
Memory Verse 

“I am sure that our suffering now cannot be 
compared to the shining-greatness that He is 
going to give us.” (Romans 8:18) 
  

Word List 
corruption: dishonest ways; lying; bribery 
glory: God’s greatness; shining-greatness 
overwhelm: to cause someone to have too many 
things to deal with; to take over completely 

 For Christians, it is even more 

comforting to know this: the very God of the 

universe is on our side. We might not always 

see it. We might not always feel it. But we 

can trust that God is always at work. We can 

trust that God is working for our good. We 

can trust that God will give His shining-

greatness to us. He is for us! 

 

From Suffering to Glory (Romans 8:18-25) 

 In Lesson 8, we learned that Christians 

are free from sin. Not only are Christians free,  

God makes them His sons and daughters. He 

is their Father and shares all things with them. 

He shares His blessings, His goodness, and 

His shining-greatness. He also shares His 

sufferings.  

 It might seem strange to think of God 

suffering. Just think of Jesus. Jesus is God. 

The Bible clearly tells about how He suffered. 

During His ministry, He was poor and 

without a home (Matthew 8:20). His own 

people rejected Him. The religious leaders 

plotted against Him (Mark 3:6). His followers 

abandoned Him during the hardest time of His 

life (Mark 14:50).  

 In the end, He was brutally beaten. He 

was killed in a painful way on the cross. 

During His time on earth, Jesus gave up His 

glory. Yes, Jesus knows all about pain and 



sorrow (Isaiah 53:3). He understands our pain 

and weakness (Hebrews 4:15).  

 The world is full of pain and suffering. 

Christians are free from the power sin has 

over their hearts. The world does not have this 

kind of freedom from sin. The world is still 

waiting to be set free. God’s sons and 

daughters are the first ones to have this 

freedom. However, God’s sons and daughters 

still live in the middle of pain and suffering.  

 Christians can live with great hope. 

Christians have the strong hope of God’s 

shining-greatness for their future. One day, 

God’s glory will fill the earth again. He will 

share His glory with His sons and daughters. 

  

Crying Out in Pain (Romans 8:22-25) 

 It is easy to see how the world suffers 

now. A quick look at the news headlines from 

the Internet or newspaper shows many 

examples. The world is full of stories about 

war, crime, corruption, and all kinds of 

ungodly living. In our own lives, we know 

friends who suffer the pain of sickness. We 

know friends who suffer the pain of broken 

relationships. We know friends who suffer 

unfair treatment. We know friends who suffer 

deep losses.  We experience these things, too. 

 People cry out when they are in pain. It 

is true that Christians are free from the power 

of sin. But the pain of sin still touches their 

lives. Christians cry out, too. They cry out 

against their own suffering and the suffering 

of others. They cry out for the freedom in 

their hearts to spill over into the world’s 

suffering.   

 The Christians in Rome were no 

different. They suffered many painful things. 

Paul’s words reminded the Christians in Rome 

that their suffering would not last. If 

Christians share in Christ’s sufferings now, 

they will also share in His greatness. The 

whole earth is waiting for His greatness. The 

world is weak and full of sin. This is not what 

God designed. He will not allow it to stay this 

way.  

 Christians have already tasted God’s 

glory. They have great hope as they wait for 

God. God will bring His greatness and 

goodness back to the whole earth. Until then, 

Christians still feel the heavy weight of sin 

and pain in their lives. Sometimes it seems too 

heavy to bear. Christians must remember that 

God’s greatness will outweigh their suffering 

in the end. 

 

Crying Out in Prayer (Romans 8:26-30) 

 Christians cry out. All people cry out. 

Even the earth cries out. God’s Holy Spirit 

cries out, too. God’s Holy Spirit prays for 

Christians. The Holy Spirit “prays to God for 

us with sounds that cannot be put into 
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words” (v. 26). Often, pain overwhelms us. 

We cannot think clearly. We cannot talk. We 

cannot plan or work. We can only focus on 

the pain.  

 But the Holy Spirit is not 

overwhelmed. He knows what God is 

thinking. He sees what God is doing. He 

prays for God’s sons and daughters. He prays 

without words “for those who belong to 

Christ the way God wants Him to pray”  

(v. 27). As the Holy Spirit prays for us, we 

can be sure of this: in all things, God will 

“work together for the good of those who 

love Him and are chosen to be a part of His 

plan” (v. 29). God will make sure His sons 

and daughters share in His plan. God will 

make sure they share His glory. 

 

Things to Think About 
 

1. How do you think your sufferings compare with 
the sufferings of others? 
 
2. How have you seen the glory of God revealed in 
your life? 
 
3. Have you ever been at a loss for words in your 
prayers? Explain. 
 
4. What teaches you to pray the way God wants you 
to? 
 
5. What can you point to that shows that God is for 
you? 

God Is for Us (Romans 8:31-39) 

 Paul reminded the Christians who were 

suffering in Rome of something important. In 

all things—even in suffering—God is working 

for His sons and daughters. This means that if 

you are a Christian, God is for you! And 

nothing can change that. Not suffering. Not 

hunger. Not nakedness or war. Not death or 

life. Not leaders or powers. Not the future or 

the past. Nothing can keep us away from 

God’s love.  

 

Things to Remember 

 As Christians, we can know God is for 

us because Jesus died for us. God sent His 

Holy Spirit to live inside us and free us from 

sin. We still experience pain and suffering. 

But God’s glory will be much bigger than any 

pain or suffering. In times of weakness, we 

can remember that the Holy Spirit is praying 

for us. We can remember that God is always 

for us. We can know we will never be 

separated from His love. We will know His 

greatness. We will share His glory! 
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29 God knew from the beginning who would put 
their trust in Him. So He chose them and made 
them to be like His Son. Christ was first and all 
those who belong to God are His brothers.  
30 He called to Himself also those He chose. 
Those He called, He made right with Himself. 
Then He shared His shining-greatness with those 
He made right with Himself. 
31 What can we say about all these things? Since 
God is for us, who can be against us?  
32 God did not keep His own Son for Himself but 
gave Him for us all. Then with His Son, will He 
not give us all things?  
33 Who can say anything against the people God 
has chosen? It is God Who says they are right 
with Himself.  
34 Who then can say we are guilty? It was Christ 
Jesus Who died. He was raised from the dead. He 
is on the right side of God praying to Him for us.  
35 Who can keep us away from the love of 
Christ? Can trouble or problems? Can suffering 
wrong from others or having no food? Can it be 
because of no clothes or because of danger or 
war?  
36 The Holy Writings say, “Because of belonging 
to Jesus, we are in danger of being killed all day 
long. We are thought of as sheep that are ready to 
be killed.”  
37 But we have power over all these things 
through Jesus Who loves us so much.  
38 For I know that nothing can keep us from the 
love of God. Death cannot! Life cannot! Angels 
cannot! Leaders cannot! Any other power cannot! 
Hard things now or in the future cannot!  
39 The world above or the world below cannot! 
Any other living thing cannot keep us away from 
the love of God which is ours through Christ Jesus 
our Lord. 

Romans 8:18-39 
18 I am sure that our suffering now cannot be 
compared to the shining-greatness that He is 
going to give us.  
19 Everything that has been made in the world is 
waiting for the day when God will make His sons 
known. 
20 Everything that has been made in the world is 
weak. It is not that the world wanted it to be that 
way. God allowed it to be that way. Yet there is 
hope.  
21 Everything that has been made in the world 
will be set free from the power that can destroy. 
These will become free just as the children of 
God become free.  
22 We know that everything on the earth cries 
out with pain the same as a woman giving birth to 
a child.  
23 We also cry inside ourselves, even we who 
have received the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is 
the first of God’s gifts to us. We are waiting to 
become His complete sons when our bodies are 
made free.  
24 We were saved with this hope ahead of us. 
Now hope means we are waiting for something 
we do not have. How can a man hope for 
something he already has?  
25 But if we hope for something we do not yet 
see, we must learn how to wait for it. 
26 In the same way, the Holy Spirit helps us 
where we are weak. We do not know how to pray 
or what we should pray for, but the Holy Spirit 
prays to God for us with sounds that cannot be 
put into words.  
27 God knows the hearts of men. He knows what 
the Holy Spirit is thinking. The Holy Spirit prays 
for those who belong to Christ the way God 
wants Him to pray. 
28 We know that God makes all things work 
together for the good of those who love Him and 
are chosen to be a part of His plan.  
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 The church in Rome had many 

different members. Some of the Roman 

Christians were from the Jewish race. Other 

Roman Christians were from different races. 

Jews and people who were not Jews had very 

different ideas about God. Jews believed they 

were God’s chosen people. They believed that 

people who were not Jews must first become 

Jews before they could become Christians. 

 Becoming a Jew meant that a person 

must follow Jewish ways of living. It meant 

that a person must be loyal to Israel, the 

Bible Text 
Romans 9:1-8; 10:1-4, 9-13 

 
Memory Verse 

“For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord 
will be saved from the punishment of sin.”  
(Romans 10:13) 
  

Word List 
civilization: a well-organized group of people 
who share a common way of living and 
understanding the world 
qualified: having the experience or knowledge 
needed for a certain job or task 

Jewish nation. At the time of Jesus, the nation 

of Israel was conquered by the Roman 

Empire. In fact, most of Europe was under 

Roman rule, too. Jews and non-Jews in Rome 

had very different ideas about many things. 

This sometimes made it hard to get along.   

 When Paul wrote to Christians in 

Rome, he understood this. He knew about 

their disagreements. He knew they argued 

about the right way to become a Christian. He 

wanted Jews and non-Jews to understand the 

same thing: Christians are all saved from the 

punishment of sin in the same way. 

  

God Chooses a People (Romans 9:1-8) 

 Paul was qualified to talk about the 

Jewish people. They were his own race, his 

own people. He loved his nation the way 

anyone would. He cared deeply about them. 

He desperately wanted them to know and 

follow Christ. He wanted his Jewish brothers 

and sisters to be saved from the punishment 

of sin. His feelings are understandable. 

 Are you a Christian? Do you have 

friends and family who have not experienced 

forgiveness of their sins through Jesus? Do 

you want them to know God’s love through 

Jesus? Do you want them to be saved from 

the punishment of sin? Is your heart heavy 

with sadness for them? Paul says this is how 

he feels about the Jewish people.  



 The Israelites (the Jews) have had an 

important role in the history of the world. 

They are recorded among the earliest 

civilizations in the wor ld. From the ear liest 

time, God chose to show His power on the 

earth through the Jewish people. 

   The Jewish nation of Israel was special 

to God. He asked them to live in a special 

way. The Jews knew God in a way that other 

nations did not. God gave them His Law and 

showed them how to please Him. He gave 

them a special way to worship Him. The early 

preachers came from the Jewish people. Jesus 

Himself came from the Jewish people.  

 God showed Himself to the nations of 

the world through His chosen people. From 

the beginning, God wanted people to know 

Him. He wanted to reveal Himself to the 

whole earth. He chose the Jewish people to 

show Himself to the world.  

 

The Jews Choose Their Own Way  
(Romans 9:6-8, 10:1-4) 

 God first showed the richness of His 

promises to the Jewish people. God wanted 

the nations to learn about His goodness from 

His good promises to Israel. But the nations 

were stubborn. They did not learn. In fact, not 

even all Jews learned what God intended. 

 The Jewish people could trace their 

family history back to Abraham. Abraham 

was a man who trusted God. Abraham 

followed God’s ways by faith (Genesis 15:6). 

This pleased God. This is what God wanted 

for His people. This is what God wanted for 

the nations. The nations chose not to follow 

God’s ways by faith in Him. In the same way, 

many Jews did not live by faith either. 

 Throughout their history, God’s people 

had “a strong desire for God, but they [did] 

not know what they should about Him”  

(Romans 10:2). God revealed His goodness to 

His people many times. Still they failed to 

understand. They refused to live by faith in 

their hearts. Many of them followed God’s 

rules without honoring God in their hearts. 

“They tried to make their own way” (Romans 

10:3). They were not right with God because 

they did not live by faith in God.  

 Paul wanted the Christians in Rome to 

understand this. He wanted the Christians who 

were Jews to know that God has always 

wanted His people to live by faith. He wanted 

them to know that the Jewish ways of living 

did not make them right with God. He wanted 

them to know that the Good News of Jesus 

called them to place their faith in Christ. He 

wanted them to know that is what God wanted 

from the beginning. God wants His people to 

live by faith. 
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We Can Choose God’s Way  
(Romans 10:9-13) 

 Paul had the same message for the 

Christians in Rome who were not Jews. He 

reminded them that “when we believe in our 

hearts, we are made right with God” (Romans 

10:10). They did not need the Jewish ways of 

living to make them right with God. Because 

of Jesus, there was “no difference between 

the Jews and the people who are not 

Jews” (Romans 10:12). They were all the 

same to God. They all needed forgiveness. 

They all needed to live by faith. This is how 

Jews and non-Jews could both be right with 

God. 

 All who place their faith in Christ 

belong to God. People who are not Jews must 

make the same choice as the Jews. They must 

Things to Think About 
 

1. Why do you think God chose to use sinful people 
to reveal Himself to an entire world full of sinful 
people? 
 
2. According to Romans 9:4-5, what special ways 
did God work in the nation of Israel to show Himself 
on the earth?  
 
3. What did God show about Himself to the Jews 
that we should still seek to understand today? 
 
4. Look at Romans 10:9-13. What things do Jews 
and non-Jews have in common? 
 
5. What happened the first time someone told you 
the Good News of Jesus? 

choose to live by faith. They must place their 

faith in Christ to forgive their sins. God calls  

all people to a life of faith. 

 

Things to Remember 

 When God sent Jesus, He chose a new 

way to show Himself to the world. Jesus 

showed that people become right with God by 

faith and belief, not by trying to keep every 

detail of the Law. Jesus made it clear that all 

God’s promises are available to all people 

everywhere.  

 Even though some Jews did not choose 

His way, God would not give up on a plan to 

show Himself to the world. He wanted to 

make sure people everywhere could 

understand His plan. The Good News of Jesus 

makes it clear. Anyone who calls on the name 

of the Lord can be saved from the punishment 

of sin. Praise God that He loves all people 

everywhere! 
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desire for God, but they do not know what 

they should about Him.  

3 They have not known how God makes men 

right with Himself. Instead, they have tried to 

make their own way. They have not become 

right with God because they have not done 

what God said to do.  

4 For Christ has put an end to the Law, so 

everyone who has put his trust in Christ is 

made right with God. 

...9 If you say with your mouth that Jesus is 

Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised 

Him from the dead, you will be saved from the 

punishment of sin.  

10 When we believe in our hearts, we are 

made right with God. We tell with our mouth 

how we were saved from the punishment of 

sin.  

11 The Holy Writings say, “No one who puts 

his trust in Christ will ever be put to shame.” 

12 There is no difference between the Jews 

and the people who are not Jews. They are all 

the same to the Lord. And He is Lord over all 

of them. He gives of His greatness to all who 

call on Him for help.  

13 For everyone who calls on the name of the 

Lord will be saved from the punishment of sin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Romans 9:1-8 

1 I am telling the truth because I belong to 

Christ. The Holy Spirit tells my heart that I 

am not lying.  

2 I have much sorrow. The pain in my heart 

never leaves.  

3 I could even wish that I might be kept from 

being with Christ if that would help my 

people to be saved from the punishment of 

sin. They are of my own flesh and blood.  

4 They are Jews and are the people God chose 

for Himself. He shared His shining-greatness 

with them and gave them His Law and a way 

to worship. They have His promises.  

5 The early preachers came from this family. 

Christ Himself was born of flesh from this 

family and He is over all things. May God be 

honored and thanked forever. Let it be so. 

6 I am not saying that God did not keep His 

promises. Not all the Jews are people God 

chose for Himself.  

7 Not all of Abraham’s family are children of 

God. God told Abraham, “Only the family of 

Isaac will be called your family.”  

8 This means that children born to Abraham 

are not all children of God. Only those that 

are born because of God’s promise to 

Abraham are His children. 

 

Romans 10:1-4, 9-13 

1 Christian brothers, the desire of my heart 

and my prayer to God is that the Jews might 

be saved from the punishment of sin.  

2 I know about them. They have a strong 
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 Susan had invited her co-worker to 

come to church several times. She knew her 

friend was struggling with some hard things. 

Susan could see how God was using her 

friend’s struggles. Because of the hard things 

in her life, Susan’s friend was asking 

important questions about God. Susan wanted 

her friend to hear more about the Good News 

of Jesus. She wanted her friend to experience 

the love and acceptance of God’s people. But 

Bible Text 
Romans 12:1-21 

 
Memory Verse 

“Be sure your love is true love. Hate what is 
sinful. Hold on to whatever is good.”  
(Romans 12:9) 
  

Word List 
community: a group with something in common 
obligations: things a person must do because of 
a law, rule, or promise 
practical: something that is useful  
sacrifice: killing a person or animal in a religious 
ceremony to please a god; giving up something 
you want to keep 

every time Susan invited her friend to church, 

her friend responded the same way.  

 Susan’s friend said, “I am too busy to 

come to church this week. I have 

appointments at work. I have chores at home. 

I have obligations to my family. I need to 

spend time exercising to stay healthy. I don’t 

have time to come to church this week.” 

Susan’s friend believed she had too many 

obligations. Her obligations affected the way 

she used her time. 

 Susan’s friend is not that different from 

the Christians in Rome. During the time that 

Paul lived, people in Rome also had many 

obligations. In fact, their whole way of living 

centered around their obligations. Every 

citizen had to perform his duties for the 

Roman Empire. Children, parents, merchants, 

government workers, and soldiers were all 

needed to do their part. The Roman world was 

built on structure and order.  

 Paul wrote to the Roman Christians 

about many things. He explained the truth of 

the Good News. In Chapter 12, Paul began to 

tell the Christians in Rome about a new 

obligation. Those who receive the Good News 

of Jesus have a special obligation. They must 

live a live of worship in response to the Good 

News. 

 

 

 



Worship Through a New Mind  
(Romans 12:1-2) 

 Paul’s words to the Christians in Rome 

are very practical. He explains ways to 

worship God. He encourages the Roman 

Christians to give their whole lives as a 

sacrifice of worship. Both Jews and non-Jews 

could understand this. Animal sacrifice was an 

important part of pagan and Jewish worship. 

You can’t just sacrifice part of an animal. 

Sacrifice “is an all or nothing” commitment. 

Paul encourages the Roman Christians to give 

every part of themselves to the Lord.  

 This kind of worship begins with the 

mind. The way we think in our mind shapes 

what we do. The world thinks one way about 

things. God thinks a different way. The world 

thinks that people can act however they want 

as long as no one gets hurt. The world doesn’t 

understand that sin always brings hurt. 

 A new mind means a new way of 

thinking. A new mind thinks new thoughts 

based on God’s truth. A new mind begins to 

see the world the way God sees it. A new 

mind begins to think the way God does. As 

Christians think differently, they will act 

differently.  

 When Christians understand how God 

thinks, they understand what God wants in the 

world. They should begin to love others and 

please God. They should begin to reflect the 

character of Jesus. This is a life of worship 

that comes from a new mind. 

 

Worship Through Using Your Gifts 
 (Romans 12:3-8) 

 Christians live a life of worship as they 

are surrounded by community. Christians 

have a special kind of community with other 

Christians. In this community of faith, Paul 

encourages Christians “not to think more of 

himself than he should think” (v. 3). A 

Christian should not seek to draw attention to 

himself. A Christian’s goal should be to draw 

attention to Jesus. True worship begins when 

Jesus is the focus of our lives—not ourselves. 

 Paul compares the community of faith 

to the physical body. A body needs every part 

to work properly or the body will not function 

correctly. The community of faith is like the 

body of Christ. “We are all different but we 

depend on each other” (v. 5). God gives 

different gifts to every part, or member, of 

Christ’s body.  

 The body of Christ needs each member 

to use his special gifts and skills. Then the 

body of Christ will work the way God wants. 

God does not give a Christian gifts so that he 

can make himself important. Christians should 

use their special gifts and skills to make Jesus 

important. Then others will learn about the 

Good News of Jesus. Using God’s special 
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gifts is another way Christians worship with 

their whole lives. 

 

Worship Through Loving Others  
(Romans 12:9-21) 

 A life of worship is also reflected in 

relationships with others. Paul instructed the 

Christians in Rome to pay attention to the 

way they love others. In verse 9, Paul talks 

about a special kind of love. It is God’s kind 

of love. It is the way Christians should love 

the world. Christians should love without 

expecting anything in return. God’s love is 

expressed through actions. It does not tolerate 

evil. It holds on to what is good. It is more 

than a good feeling. It fights evil and seeks 

the best for each person. 

Things to Think About 
 

1. Sometimes when we read the Bible, we might try 
to explain away difficult parts of it. How can we 
make sure that we stay true to what the Bible really 
says, not just what we want it to say? 
 
2. What are your spiritual gifts? How are you using 
those gifts to worship God? 
 
3. Why is it so hard to love our enemies? What are 
some practical ways we can do good to those who 
hurt us? 
 
4. What are some practical ways we can show 
sincere love for other Christians? What is one way 
your church does this well? 

 Paul also urged the Roman Christians to 

“love each other as Christian bothers” (v. 10). 

A fellowship of Christians should be like a 

family. Christians should show sincere 

concern and affection for each other. Then the 

world will know God’s kind of love. 

 Paul reminds Christians that love is not 

limited to friends and family. God’s kind of 

love is extreme. It extends even to our 

enemies. Paul urges Christians to bless those 

“who make trouble for [them]” (v. 14). Then 

sin will not have power. Instead “good will 

have power over sin!” (v. 21). By responding 

to evil with good, Christians show the world 

what God is like. Loving others in God’s way 

is the true worship God desires.  

 

Things to Remember 

 Worship is a Christian’s response to 

God’s great love. It is not just what we do on 

Sunday at the church building or a song we 

sing to God. It is a way of life. We can choose 

to live so that God’s ways can be known 

throughout the earth. When we live like this, 

we worship God fully. 
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9 Be sure your love is true love. Hate what is 

sinful. Hold on to whatever is good.  

10 Love each other as Christian brothers. Show 

respect for each other. 

11 Do not be lazy but always work hard. Work for 

the Lord with a heart full of love for Him.  

12 Be happy in your hope. Do not give up when 

trouble comes. Do not let anything stop you from 

praying.  

13 Share what you have with Christian brothers 

who are in need. Give meals and a place to stay to 

those who need it. 

14 Pray and give thanks for those who make 

trouble for you. Yes, pray for them instead of 

talking against them.  

15 Be happy with those who are happy. Be sad 

with those who are sad.  

16 Live in peace with each other. Do not act or 

think with pride. Be happy to be with poor people. 

Keep yourself from thinking you are so wise.  

17 When someone does something bad to you, do 

not pay him back with something bad. Try to do 

what all men know is right and good.  

18 As much as you can, live in peace with all 

men.  

19 Christian brothers, never pay back someone for 

the bad he has done to you. Let the anger of God 

take care of the other person. The Holy Writings 

say, “I will pay back to them what they should 

get, says the Lord.”  

20 “If the one who hates you is hungry, feed him. 

If he is thirsty, give him water. If you do that, you 

will be making him more ashamed of himself.”  

21 Do not let sin have power over you. Let good 

have power over sin! 

Romans 12:1-21 

1 Christian brothers, I ask you from my heart to 

give your bodies to God because of His loving-

kindness to us. Let your bodies be a living and 

holy gift given to God. He is pleased with this 

kind of gift. This is the true worship that you 

should give Him.  

2 Do not act like the sinful people of the world. 

Let God change your life. First of all, let Him 

give you a new mind. Then you will know what 

God wants you to do. And the things you do will 

be good and pleasing and perfect. 

3 God has given me His loving-favor. This helps 

me write these things to you. I ask each one of 

you not to think more of himself than he should 

think. Instead, think in the right way toward 

yourself by the faith God has given you.  

4 Our bodies are made up of many parts. None of 

these parts have the same use. 

5 There are many people who belong to Christ. 

And yet, we are one body which is Christ’s. We 

are all different but we depend on each other.  

6 We all have different gifts that God has given 

to us by His loving-favor. We are to use them. If 

someone has the gift of preaching the Good 

News, he should preach. He should use the faith 

God has given him.  

7 If someone has the gift of helping others, then 

he should help. If someone has the gift of 

teaching, he should teach.  

8 If someone has the gift of speaking words of 

comfort and help, he should speak. If someone 

has the gift of sharing what he has, he should 

give from a willing heart. If someone has the gift 

of leading other people, he should lead them. If 

someone has the gift of showing kindness to 

others, he should be happy as he does it. 
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 In Texas, many Christians attend 

Baptist churches. In fact, Texas Baptists have 

had much influence on our state. We have 

Baptist hospitals, colleges, and schools. 

Baptists have even served as president and as 

Supreme Court justices. Today, Baptists have 

grown used to being part of the majority. 

 But things were different in Rome. The 

Christians in Rome were very few in number. 

They were a small minority. Many people 

were against them. They were often treated 

unfairly. They did not have strong influence 

Bible Text 
Romans 13:1-14 

 
Memory Verse 

“Anyone who loves his neighbor will do no wrong 
to him. You keep the Law with love.”  
(Romans 13:10) 
  

Word List 
just: in line with what is good or right; fair 
majority: a number greater than half the total 
minority: a number less than half the total 
naïve: without knowledge or experience; simple 
pursuing: following or going after something 

with their leaders or in their communities. 

Paul wrote to this small group of believers. 

He helped them understand what the Good 

News was. He helped them learn to live in a 

way that would show the Good News to 

everyone in Rome.  

 In Chapter 13, Paul instructed the 

Roman Christians about how to honor others. 

He wrote about honoring leaders in the 

Roman government. He also wrote about how 

Christians should live with their neighbors. 

Paul wanted Christians to live in a way that 

would bring honor to Christ. 

 A woman in one of today’s local 

churches understood Paul’s words well. She 

organized prayer meetings to pray for the 

leaders of her nation and community. She 

collected food to share with people in poor 

neighborhoods. She worked hard to keep bad 

influences away from children in her 

community. She showed love for God and for 

people. She followed Paul’s advice to the 

Christians in Rome. She lived a Christ-

centered life. Christians would do well to 

follow her example. 

 

Honoring Leaders in the Government  
(Romans 13:1-7) 

 Paul was not naïve about the Roman 

government. He knew they ruled with cruel 

force. He knew that Christians suffered 

because of Roman leaders. In fact, after Paul 



wrote this letter, things became even harder 

for them. Some Christians were killed by the 

Roman Emperor Nero. Yet, Paul still called 

the Roman church to honor the government. 

Why? 

 Paul wanted Christians to live a Christ-

centered life. He knew that God had an 

important purpose for leaders in the 

government. The government was supposed to 

protect and provide for their citizens. This was 

God’s design. God gave power to government 

leaders so that there would be order in the 

world. Rebelling against leaders meant that 

God’s good plan would be cut off.  

 Honoring government leaders must be 

reflected though a Christian’s actions. This 

includes paying taxes. Tax money often funds 

services that build roads, maintain buildings, 

and protect borders. Sadly, Rome’s taxes were 

often more expensive than the poor could pay. 

The taxes were often collected in an unfair 

way. Tax collectors charged more for taxes 

than necessary. They kept the rest of the 

money for themselves.   

 Even so, Paul’s words remind 

Christians that they have a duty to honor 

government workers and leaders. Bad leaders 

do not give Christians a right to disobey laws 

whenever they want. Paul’s words do not 

excuse the actions of bad leaders in Rome. His 

words do point to God’s plan for the world. 

Christians should seek to live in obedience 

with God’s plans. 

 There may be times, not very often, 

when Christians must choose between 

obeying God or obeying government leaders. 

If Christians feel they must disobey a law, 

they must have a strong reason. And they 

must be prepared to accept the results of their 

decision. Christians must remember that all 

power comes from God. Christians can honor 

God by respecting their leaders. 

 

Honoring Neighbors (Romans 13:8-10) 

 Paul turned his attention from respect to 

love. Leaders are to be respected for the jobs 

God wants them to do. However, Christians 

must do more than respect. Christians must 

love their neighbor. By loving others, 

Christians live a God-centered life. Loving 

others is a Christian’s duty. It is the clear 

mark of a Christ-centered life. 

 Love is an action that seeks the best for 

the other person. Jesus said that the greatest 

commandments are to love God and love 

others (Matthew 22:36-40). In the Old 

Testament, God’s Law gives instructions for 

how to love others. Love means caring for the 

poor. Love means honoring parents. Love 

means pursuing what is honest, just, and fair. 

Love means refusing to harm others. Paul 

reminds the Roman Christians that “anyone 

Lesson 12 ● Page 54 



who loves his neighbor will do no wrong to 

him” (v. 10). When Christians love their 

neighbors, they honor God and point others to 

His good ways. 

 

Honoring Christ While Waiting for Him  
(Romans 13:11-14) 

 Paul’s final advice reminds Christians 

of the most important reason for living a 

Christ-centered life. Christians must stay alert 

for Christ’s return. No one knows when He 

will return, but every day the world is closer 

to that time. When Christ returns, His light 

will reveal everything men do. Christians 

must train themselves to “stop doing the 

sinful things that are done in the dark” (v. 

12).  Christians are meant to live in Christ’s 

light. They are meant to reflect His light to a 

dark world. Drunkenness, sex sins, bad 

Things to Think About 
 

1. Paul wrote to Christians who were a small group 
living under a powerful, pagan government. What 
would it look like for American Christians to honor 
their government authorities today? 
 
2. How should our relationship with God shape our 
relationship to government? 
 
3. How does loving other people fulfill God’s laws? 
 
4. How should our belief in Jesus affect the way we 
treat our neighbors?  
 
5. In what specific ways can we shift from “living in 
the darkness” to “living in the light of Christ”? 

actions, fighting, and jealousy are not part of a 

Christ-centered life. Christians must honor 

Christ with their whole lives as they wait for 

Him. Then more people in the world will 

know Him when He comes again. 

  

Things to Remember 

 The early Christians in Rome did not 

enjoy an easy relationship with their 

government leaders. Yet, Paul called 

Christians to respect their leaders in order to 

live a Christ-centered life. Government 

leaders serve people from a distance, but 

neighbors live nearby every day. Paul called 

Christians to love their neighbors and seek 

their good. By doing this, Christians show 

God’s love to the world. 

 Today, Christians know Christ is 

returning, and the world needs to know God’s 

love. Knowing this keeps Christians focused 

on living a Christ-centered live. Time is too 

short to waste on living for anything but 

Jesus! 
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9 The Law says, “You must not do any sex 

sin. You must not kill another person. You 

must not steal. You must not tell a lie about 

another person. You must not want something 

someone else has.” The Law also says that 

these and many other Laws are brought 

together in one Law, “You must love your 

neighbor as yourself.”  

10 Anyone who loves his neighbor will do no 

wrong to him. You keep the Law with love. 

11 There is another reason for doing what is 

right. You know what time it is. It is time for 

you to wake up from your sleep. The time 

when we will be taken up to be with Christ is 

not as far off as when we first put our trust in 

Him.  

12 Night is almost gone. Day is almost here. 

We must stop doing the sinful things that are 

done in the dark. We must put on all the things 

God gives us to fight with for the day.  

13 We must act all the time as if it were day. 

Keep away from wild parties and do not be 

drunk. Keep yourself free from sex sins and 

bad actions. Do not fight or be jealous.  

14 Let every part of you belong to the Lord 

Jesus Christ. Do not allow your weak thoughts 

to lead you into sinful actions. 

Romans 13:1-14 

1 Every person must obey the leaders of the 

land. There is no power given but from God, 

and all leaders are allowed by God.  

2 The person who does not obey the leaders 

of the land is working against what God has 

done. Anyone who does that will be punished. 

3 Those who do right do not have to be afraid 

of the leaders. Those who do wrong are afraid 

of them. Do you want to be free from fear of 

them? Then do what is right. You will be 

respected instead.  

4 Leaders are God’s servants to help you. If 

you do wrong, you should be afraid. They 

have the power to punish you. They work for 

God. They do what God wants done to those 

who do wrong. 

5 You must obey the leaders of the land, not 

only to keep from God’s anger, but so your 

own heart will have peace.  

6 It is right for you to pay taxes because the 

leaders of the land are servants for God who 

care for these things.  

7 Pay taxes to whom taxes are to be paid. Be 

afraid of those you should fear. Respect those 

you should respect. 

8 Do not owe anyone anything, but love each 

other. Whoever loves his neighbor has done 

what the Law says to do.  
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 Getting married brings many changes. 

A new couple will soon discover their 

differences. A husband is used to doing things 

one way. A wife is used to doing things a 

different way. For example, a husband might 

like gravy on his potatoes. A wife might want 

potatoes with butter. A husband might like to 

sleep with the bedroom door closed. A wife 

might sleep better with the door open.  

Bible Text 
Romans 14:1-21 

 
Memory Verse 

“For the holy nation of God is not food and drink. 
It is being right with God. It is peace and joy given 
by the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 14:17) 
  

Word List 
compromise: a way for two different groups to 
reach an agreement about something 
criticize: to express disapproval 
opinion: what a person believes about something 
preferences: things that are liked or wanted 
more than something else 
revenge: an action to hurt someone else 
because they hurt you first 
traditions: the way a group of people thinks, 
believes, or acts for many years 

 People are used to living in different  

ways. The differences might seem small. But 

a new husband and wife must work out many 

differences. They must learn to compromise. 

They must find ways to live together.  

 In God’s family, Christians must learn 

to live together, too. God’s salvation is 

available to everyone. This means that God’s 

family is made up of many kinds of people. 

All these people have separate lifestyles. 

Christians are used to living in many different 

ways around the world. They have many 

different traditions and ways of living.  

 This is like the new husband and the 

new wife. They must learn to live together. 

They must not live only the “husband’s way” 

or the “wife’s way.” They must find how to 

live “their way” together. Christians, too, 

must learn to live together in God’s way. This 

does not happen naturally. It happens with the 

help of God’s power. Christians can become 

one through God’s power. It is not always 

easy, but it shows God’s greatness and glory. 

 

Don’t Fight About the Wrong Things  
(Romans 14:1-6) 

 The church in Rome was small. Some 

of the Roman Christians lived the Jewish way 

of life. Some of the Roman Christians lived 

the non-Jewish way. Paul’s words are for 

these two different groups. Christians who 

lived the Jewish way celebrated special 



religious days. They only ate certain kinds of 

meat. Christians who lived the non-Jewish 

way did not celebrate the same special 

religious days. They ate every kind of meat. In 

this small group, not everyone agreed about 

ways of living. 

 Both groups tried to make the others 

follow their way of living. Some Christians 

had a “strong faith.” They believed they were 

free to do many things. Other Christians had a 

“weak faith.” They believed a strict way of 

living was most pleasing to God. Each group 

thought the other one was wrong. They talked 

badly about each other. They criticized each 

other. They argued with each other. Paul knew 

this is not what God wanted for them.  

 Christians in Rome did agree about 

many important things. They agreed about sin 

and forgiveness. They agreed about God’s 

Son, Jesus. But the Roman Christians did not 

focus on these things. Instead they argued 

about less important things. 

 Paul’s words show that he knew what 

was most important. Paul wrote openly to the  

Roman Christians about many things. Paul’s 

words about taxes in Romans 13 are very 

direct. His words about forgiveness and 

revenge are clear  (Romans 12:17). Paul 

clearly told them what is right and what is 

wrong (Romans 13:8-9).  

 Paul knew eating and drinking were not 

the most important things. He knew that 

special religious days were not the most 

important things. He was clear about the 

things which are important. His words 

reminded the Roman Christians to focus on 

those things.  

 

Stop Judging One Another  
(Romans 14:7-12) 

 Paul wanted them to stop fighting about 

the less important things. He did not want 

them to cause problems for each other. His 

words reminded them that each group will 

answer to God for the way they live.  

 Today, believers still differ in opinion 

sometimes. Some think it is fine to drink some 

alcohol. Others do not drink alcohol at all. 

Some think it is acceptable to work on 

Sundays, God’s Day of Rest. Others will not 

work on Sundays. Some want to sing worship 

choruses with drums and guitars. Others want 

to sing church hymns with organ music. 

 All Christians have personal beliefs and 

preferences. People have different ways of 

looking at things. Some think, “I like this way 

best.” Next they think, “My way is better.” 

Soon they think, “I am better than you.” 

People tend to see their opinions as part of 

who they are. As a result, some tend to 

harshly judge those who disagree with them.  

 Paul reminded the Roman Christians to 

live with each other in an understanding way. 

Paul did not want them to make things hard 
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for each other. He wanted them to honor each 

other. God is honored when His people treat 

one another with respect and love. One day, 

all Christians will bow before God. When it 

comes to less important issues, Christians 

must give each other freedom to honor God 

in the way they believe is right.  

 

Act in Love (Romans 14:13-21) 

 Giving freedom is one way Christians 

can act in love toward each other. Paul 

reminded the Christians in Rome about their 

freedom in Christ. He also reminded them not 

to make their individual freedoms the most 

important thing.  Their relationships with 

each other should be most important. 

 In God’s family, Christians must be 

considerate of each other. Christians should 

not purposely hurt each other because they 

Things to Think About 
 

1. What are some issues that are clear in the Bible? 
What are some issues that are not quite as clear?  
 
2. How can a Christian know what are the most 
important parts of faith in Jesus? How can she know 
what are the less important things? 
 
3. What happens when Christians judge and 
criticize each other? 
 
4. What happens when Christians focus more on 
their own freedoms than on loving each other? 
 
5. When Christians disagree, how can we work for 
peace? 

disagree about less important things. 

Christians should not use their preferences as 

an excuse to hurt Christians who live a 

different way.  Christians should “work for the 

things that make peace and help each other 

become stronger Christians” (v. 19). 

 

Things to Remember 

 The Kingdom of God is about more 

than eating and drinking. It is about more than 

what we read, the games we play, or how we 

celebrate. The Kingdom of God is about 

rightness with God. It is about joy and peace 

that comes from Jesus. Christians should 

encourage one another. Love should be the 

reason for all the ways Christians act. 

 The Bible is very clear about some 

things. All Christians must follow God’s clear 

truth. In areas where the Bible is not clear, 

Christians must seek to listen to one another 

with understanding. All Christians will answer 

to God. It pleases Him when Christians seek 

to live as one under His love. 

____________________ 

 

Romans 14:1-21 

1 If there is someone whose faith is weak, be 

kind and receive him. Do not argue about 

what he thinks.  

2 One man believes he may eat everything. 

Another man with weak faith eats only 

vegetables.  
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every tongue will say that I am God.”  

12 Everyone of us will give an answer to God 

about himself. 

13 So you should stop saying that you think 

other people are wrong. Instead, decide to live 

so that your Christian brother will not have a 

reason to trip or fall into sin because of you.  

14 Christ has made me know that everything 

in itself is clean. But if a person thinks 

something is not clean, then to him it is not 

clean.  

15 If your Christian brother is hurt because of 

some foods you eat, then you are no longer 

living by love. Do not destroy the man for 

whom Christ died by the food you eat.  

16 Do not let what is good for you be talked 

about as bad.  

17 For the holy nation of God is not food and 

drink. It is being right with God. It is peace 

and joy given by the Holy Spirit.  

18 If you follow Christ in these things, God 

will be happy with you. Men will think well of 

you also. 

19 Work for the things that make peace and 

help each other become stronger Christians.  

20 Do not destroy what God has done just 

because of some food. All food is good to eat. 

But it is wrong to eat anything that will make 

someone fall into sin.  

21 Do not eat meat or drink wine or do 

anything else if it would make your Christian 

brother fall into sin. 

3 The man who eats everything should not 

think he is better than the one who eats only 

vegetables. The man who eats only vegetables 

should not say the other man is wrong, 

because God has received him.  

4 Who are you to tell another person’s servant 

if he is right or wrong? It is to his owner that 

he does good or bad. The Lord is able to help 

him. 

5 One man thinks one day is more important 

than another. Another man thinks every day is 

the same. Every man must be sure in his own 

mind.  

6 The man who worships on a special day 

does it to honor the Lord. The man who eats 

meat does it to honor the Lord. He gives 

thanks to God for what he eats. The other man 

does not eat meat. In this way, he honors the 

Lord. He gives thanks to God also. 

7 No one lives for himself alone. No one dies 

for himself alone.  

8 If we live, it is for the Lord. If we die, it is 

for the Lord. If we live or die, we belong to 

the Lord.  

9 Christ died and lived again. This is why He 

is the Lord of the living and of the dead.  

10 Why do you try to say your Christian 

brother is right or wrong? Why do you hate 

your Christian brother? We will all stand 

before God to be judged by Him.  

11 The Holy Writings say, “As I live, says the 

Lord, every knee will bow before Me. And 
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