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Teaching Guide
Adult Bible Study in Basic English
GOD’S MESSAGE IN THE OLD TESTAMENT
By Julia Wrotenbery

How to Make the Best Use of this Teaching Guide
By Bob Coder and Phyllis Merritt
The purpose of this Teaching Guide is to provide a plan for teaching a quality Bible lesson while
helping participants improve their English language skills. Use of this material is suggested for International
Sunday school classes and Bible studies for the deaf, new readers, ESL students, or adults who enjoy easy
reading material.
Each Teaching Guide lesson begins with listings of the title, Scripture passages, memory verse, and
lesson focus. This information is followed by a teaching plan under headings of Connect with Life, Guiding
the Study, and Encourage Application. Supplemental Teaching Ideas are also provided. Choose from the
lesson plans those which will best help your class. Prayer should be an integral part of each lesson. Note that
some groups will take longer than one session for each lesson.
The Bible text printed in the lessons is from the New Life Version of the Bible (NLV), a translation (not
a paraphrase) which uses an 850-word vocabulary. The NLV is available from Christian Literature
International, P. O. Box 777, Canby, Oregon 97013; e-mail christian@canby.com; telephone (orders only)
1-800-324-9734.
Notice that in the student book, lesson comments are printed in the right hand column. The columns
with Bible Text, Memory Verse, Word List and the printed Scripture passage are on a gray background.
An additional recommended teacher resource are the corresponding Bible Study for Texas, lesson
comments and teaching guides. These may be ordered ($1.95 each per quarter) through your church or directly from the
Sunday School/Discipleship Division, Baptist General Convention of Texas, 333 North Washington, Dallas, TX 75246-1798,
e-mail baptistway@bgct.org; FAX 214-828-5187; or toll free telephone 1-800-355-5285.

Bible study in Basic English is published by the Baptist General Convention of Texas and follows the
same curriculum plan as the Bible Study for Texas materials.The first four studies are now complete:
Luke 
Acts
Romans
Old Testament selections
The next Bible study produced in this series will be a study of Matthew. Internet address to download these
lessons: http://www.bgct.org/Sunday_school/bstlqa.htm
The writers and editors wish you success and give you prayerful support in your teaching of Bible Study
in Basic English.
Julia Wrotenbery has worked with the ESL program in her church for three years. Prior to that she taught English
in high school for 30 years. Degrees include a BA from Baylor, 1952; MRE from Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary, 1959; MA from The University of Texas at Austin, 1969.
She and her husband Carl, Dean of Libraries Emeritus, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, live in Fort
Worth and are active members of University Baptist Church. Family includes a son, Alan (deceased); a daughter,
Martha; a son-in-law, Scott; and three granddaughters.
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Unit 1 Lesson 1

Teaching Guide: Unit 1, Lesson 1
section entitled “God Made Everything out of
Nothing” and “And God Said . . ..’” Notice the
order in which things were created., listed in your
lesson material under “‘And God Said . . ..” What
did God do on the seventh day? (He rested.)
2. With the coming of temptation the
harmony between Adam and Eve and God is
broken. Read verses 2 and 3 of chapter 3. Did Eve
know God’s law?
3. Read verses 4 and 5 of chapter 3 What
does the serpent promise? (You will not die, but
you will be like God in that you know good from
evil.)
4. Read verse 6 of chapter 3. What three
things does Eve now notice about the tree? (It
looked good to eat; it was attractive to look at; it
could fulfill the desire to become wise.) Are these
really news to her? (Not really, but she had
probably never thought of about it before, and,
consequently, had not thought of disobedience.
Because of what the serpent said she sees it in a
new way.)
5. Read 3:7. What is the result of their
eating the fruit? (They recognize their nakedness
and are ashamed.)
6. Read verses, 8, 9, and 10. How does their
sin affect their feeling toward God? (They no
longer feel comfortable associating with God.)
7. Read verses 11-13. Who does Adam
blame? Who does Eve blame? (They blame each
other.)
8. What happens next? (Adam and Eve and
the serpent are punished.)
9. Read verse 23. Adam and Eve have lost
their pleasant life and their close fellowship with
God because of disobedience.

Unit 1
GOD’S MESSAGE IN THE LAW
Lesson 1

HOW LIFE GOES WRONG
Focal Text
Genesis 3: l-13
Background
Genesis 1—3
Memory Verse
“And God saw that it was good.”
Genesis l:12

Lesson Focus
In order to maintain fellowship with
God, we must follow His teachings.

Connect with Life
1. Say: Close your eyes very tightly.
What do you see? Are there whirls, light and
dark spots, shadowy movement? Perhaps that
gives some idea of the nothingness before God
created. Now try to imagine pushing the
darkness to one side and the light splotches to
the other. Now picture planets forming and the
earth emerging as one of those, then waters
being shoved aside and land coming forth.
Picture trees, grass, flowers, then fish, bird and
animal life, and finally man and woman.
2. Read the memory verse. Point out that
God found this creation good.

Guide the Study
l. Read from the lesson material the
4
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Unit 1 Lesson 1

Encourage Application

Supplemental Teaching Ideas

1. When I was a child, I asked my mother
if I could go play with the children down the
block. She said, “No, not today.” I went
outside where my father was working in the
yard to ask him. He said, “Yes, you may go.” I
went, but when I returned, I was punished
severely. But the worst punishment was the
feeling that I had disappointed both my
parents. Now they no longer felt I was entirely
trustworthy. Have you ever had an experience
where you disobeyed and got into trouble?
2. How do people today disobey God?
(Lead the class to discuss various ways.)
Student Notebook
1. Look at “Word List.” Ask for
questions. Discuss any other unfamiliar words.
Urge students to begin keeping a glossary
(word and definition list) of new words
learned. Begin it now. Provide paper and pen
or have the words for this first lesson
duplicated for them. This will be the beginning
of their glossary for this quarter. Urge students
to keep their own Word List in a Study
Notebook. Lessons may also be kept in the
notebook. Provided one for each student or
encourage them to purchase one by the next
lesson.
2. Ask the students to begin a list of the
memory verses by writing down the verse from
this lesson. Practice saying the verse together.
To get them started, duplicate the memory
verse with the heading Memory Verse List. If
helpful, prepare lines on the page for students
to practice writing the verse. Use the Memory
Verse Cards supplement page and duplicate on
card stock. Give one card each lesson.

Connect with Life
Use a well-illustrated children’s book about
the creation to go through its stages
(e.g. The World That God Made Kathleen
Bostrom and Peter Adderley; Tyndale for Kids,
1998).
Or: Show the portion of the film Fantasia
which depicts the formation of the earth.
Emphasize God’s actions in this process and that
this is merely an imaginative portrayal.
Or, Show pictures of gardens. Some
calendars have impressive gardens, or look for
pictures in such magazines as Better Homes and
Gardens or Sunset. Public libraries should have
many books on gardening. Ask class to try to
imagine life there for Adam and Eve. What
would they do each day?
Encourage Application
Look at “Things to Think About” in the
lesson materials. Ask a student to read each one
and encourage others in the class to help answer
and discuss.

Sample Pages for Study Notebooks:
WORD LIST
Civil War: the war between the North
and South states of America
generation: people who live at the
same time
reproduce: to cause new animals or
plan
Student New Word List:
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
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Memory Verse List
Genesis 1:12
And God saw that it was good.
And God saw that it was good.
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
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Unit 1 Lesson 2

Teaching Guide: Unit 1, Lesson 2
Unit 1
GOD’S MESSAGE IN THE LAW

Guide the Study
1. Read Genesis 12:1. Who tells Abram to
leave? (God) Where does He tell him to go? (To
wherever God leads.) Note: Later God changes
Abram’s name to Abraham.
2. Read “The Call of Abram” from the
lesson material.
3. Look at a map of this area. Find Ur. Find
Haran. Abram’s father had taken his family from
Ur to Haran. How far is it? (More than 500 miles
if you could go in a straight line.) How would
they have traveled? (Primarily on foot, but
possibly with some camels to ride.) How long
would you think it might take them? (They might
manage 4 or 5 miles per day, but possibly less.
They probably did not travel all day every day.)
4. Read verses 2 and 3. What promises are
made to Abram (God will (a) make you a great
nation, (b) bless you, (c) make your name great,
(d) make you a blessing to others, (e) bless those
who bless you, (f) curse those who curse you, (g)
allow God to bless all people through you.)
Note: Christians interpret this to mean that
Jesus, a descendant of Abram, will bless the world
with his life, death, and resurrection.
5. Read verses 4 and 5. Who accompanies
Abram? (Lot and an unspecified number of
servants. Note that they have all their families,
their servants and their families, plus all their
livestock.) At this time God sends Abram from
Haran to the land of Canaan. Look again at the
map. This journey is as long as the one from Ur
to Haran. What reasons can you see from the map
for this route? (They are following the rivers and
avoiding the desert.)

Lesson 2

GOD’S CALL TO
FAITHFUL LIVING
Focal Text
Genesis 12:1-7
Background
Genesis 11:27—12:9
Memory Verse
“Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Leave
your country, and your father’s house,
and go to the land that I will show you.’ ”
Genesis 12:1

Lesson Focus
We must be willing to follow God’s
direction even when we do not know
where He is leading.

Connect with Life
Say: Most of us have moved to a new area with
different customs at sometime. You may have
come from another country. Allow time for class
to share their stories
2. Try to answer some of these questions
for us: Why did you leave? Why did you choose
the United States? What do you miss most about
your own country? What was the hardest custom
you have had to get used to? What help was
given to you?
3. Provide a world map and mark where
class members have lived.
6
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6. Read verses 6-7. Where is Abram when
God appears to him? (Past Shechem and into
the plain of Morah) What promise is made?
(That his land will belong to his “seed” or
descendants.) This promise is called a
covenant, that is, a contract. What does Abram
do in worship? (He builds an altar to worship
God.)
7. Read verse 8. Where does Abram go
next? (To a mountain east of Bethel and Ai).
What does he do there? (He builds another
altar and worships.)
8. Read verse 9. What is Abram’s
destination now? (Farther south.)

Unit 1 Lesson 2

2. Abram knew God was with him and was
guiding him. Can you think of ways God has
guided you or your friends? Do you have faith in
God to direct you even when you don’t know
where you are going?
Connect With Life
Tell this story: When I was a small child
during the Great Depression in this country, my
father was struggling to support a family–a wife
and two children–on a very small salary. There
was no hope of a better job for him in that small
town. He prayed earnestly for many days that
God would direct him. Finally he became
convinced that he should resign and seek a job
elsewhere. It was frightening to think about.
Everyone was struggling at that time to live
through the depression, and jobs were very
scarce. One night he prayed until morning. He
was sure God was leading him. He resigned and
went to a larger city where he made some
contacts with people he hoped might have a
better job for him. “Are you unemployed right
now?” they asked. Since he had already
resigned, he could answer, “Yes.” “We have a
job for you in your field, but our guidelines say
we can not offer it to you if you are currently
employed,” they told him.
You can imagine how overjoyed he was
that he had taken God’s leadership on faith and
been ready to follow where He led.

Encourage Application
1. Discuss vocabulary and allow time to
write in their notebook page. For those who
were not present for the first lesson, provide
the Word List.
2. Memorize 12:1 and add to the Study
Notebooks. For those who were not present for
the first class meeting, provide the Memory
Verse page.
3. Read and discuss statements under
“Things to Think About,” number 3.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Encourage Application
1. In Hebrews 11:8-9 in the New
Testament Abraham (Abram) is said to have
done all these things “by faith.” Galatians 3:6
says that Abram’s faith was “accounted to him
for righteousness.” How can we define “faith”?
(Faith is the complete trust in and reliance on
God’s promises and His love and mercy even
without physical proof). Add this word to the
notebooks.

Conclude by sharing times when class
members have been willing to follow God’s
directions even if they did not know where He
was leading.
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Unit 1 Lesson 3

Teaching Guide: Unit 1, Lesson 3
Unit 1
GOD’S MESSAGE IN THE LAW

Egypt. At first they were well-treated and had
equal status to Egyptians.)
2. Why do they now want to leave? (Made
slave labor; male children put to death; harsh
treatment, such as flogging, little food, execution;
forced to produce with too few materials)
3. What was the first sign Moses showed
Pharaoh? (Read the first paragraph in the lesson
material under “God’s Signs and Wonders.”)
4. When Pharaoh would not let the people
go, what plagues are sent? (See the lesson
material “God’s Signs and Wonders in Chapters
7-11 in Deuteronomy ) Here is a list to aid the
discussion:
(1) water of Nile to blood (7:20)
(2) frogs (8:3)
(3) lice (8:16)
(4) flies (8:21)
(5) dead livestock (9:6)
(6) sores (9:10)
(7) hail and lightning (9:23)
(8) locusts (10:4-5)
(9) darkness (10:22)
(10) death of first born (both people
and livestock—11:4)
5. The final punishment–the death angel–is
described in chapter 12:29-30. Read this passage
aloud. How did God save the Israelites? Read in
the lesson material “The Passover.”
6. How does God guide these million or so
people? See chapter 13:19-21. Read “A Cloud by
Day” in the lesson material.
7. When they came to the Red Sea, they
knew that Pharaoh was following to return them.
Look at a map of this area. Find the Red Sea.
Notice the Desert of Sinai between the two upper

Lesson 3

NEVER FORGET THAT
GOD SAVES
Focal Text
Exodus 14:21--15:2: 15:20-21
Background
Exodus 13:17—15:21
Memory Verse
“But Moses said to the people. ‘Do not
be afraid! Be strong and see how the
Lord will save you today.’”
Exodus 14:13

Lesson Focus
When everything seems hopeless, God
can still save us.

Connect with Life
1. Can you name some countries and
situations in this past century where people
have been kept against their wills? (Hungary,
Poland, East Germany; Viet Nam, Cuba,
Balkan Countries)
2. What are some of the reasons for
keeping people from leaving? (Upset in labor
market or economy, forced labor or slavery,
desire for complete power over people.)

Guide the Study
1. Why are the Israelites in Egypt? (God
had delivered them from famine many years
before by allowing them to find refuge in
8
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Unit 1 Lesson 3

fingers of the Red Sea. That’s where they will
find themselves a month and a half after leaving
Pharaoh, because God has plans for them.
8. Read verses 21-22. How do they cross?
(God told Moses to hold his hand over the water.
Then God parted the sea so that the people could
walk across.)
9. Now the Egyptians have caught up with
them. Read verses 23-25. How does God slow
the Egyptians? (Thrown into confusion, wheels
fell off.) How do the Egyptians react?
(Flee from Israelites because God is fighting for
them.)
10. Read verses 26-28. What does God tell
Moses to do next? (Stretch out hand over the
sea.) What happens? (Sea closes in and covers
them. All are drowned.)
11. Read verses 29-30. Notice the people
seem not to be all the way across when the
waters close behind them and swallow the
Egyptians. What do the Israelites see on the
opposite shore? (Dead Egyptians)
12. Read verse 31. How do the people
react? (They feared God and believed in Him
and in Moses.)
13. Read 15:1-2. Moses and his sister
Miriam (See verse 21) sang praises. The song
continues throughout the chapter.

out his arm as told, the people crossed the sea as
directed. God took care of the rest.
4. Read number 4. The overwhelming
answer is that God loves us.

Encourage Application

Encourage Application
Do you know other biblical stories where
God delivers? (Suggest Joseph in Egypt, David
and Goliath, the fiery furnace, Paul in prison.)

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
Tell the class that the Bible has many
stories of God delivering His people. One that
many learn very early is about Daniel. Daniel
was one of the young hostages taken into
captivity in Babylon. Later in his life he rose to
prominence there, one of three overseers of the
country under King Darius. Because the native
Babylonians were jealous, they flattered Darius
into passing a law that no one could pray to any
but Darius for 30 days. If they did, they would
be fed to the lions. Daniel, of course, continued
to pray to God. He was arrested and thrown into
the lions’ den. Next morning Darius, who really
thought very highly of Daniel, went to the den
and called to Daniel to see if he still lived. To his
great surprise, Daniel answered him, “God sent
an angel to close the lions’ mouths. They have
not hurt me.” Sometimes God does truly
astonishing things for His people. Our lesson
today concerns how He saved a whole nation.

1. Go over the vocabulary words. Add to
them as needed. Record them in the Study
Notebooks.
2. Recite together the memory verse.
Record in notebooks
3. Read “Things to Think About.”
Discuss 1, 2, and 3. Notice God saved the people
when they did what He told them: Moses held
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Christmas Lesson

Teaching Guide: Christmas Lesson*
reigns of Kings Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and
Hezekiah. He warns that the people will be judged
because of their wickedness, but he holds out
hope, too. The Jews will be forced into exile in
Babylonia, but they will return. At some point a
righteous, suffering servant will bring salvation.
Through Him God would create a new righteous
kingdom.
2. Read Isaiah 9:2-5. This probably refers to
the punishment of exile and their return 70 years
later.
3. Read Isaiah 9:6. To whom does this refer?
(Jesus)
4. Read verse 7. What will be His function?
(To bring good government and peace; to reign on
David’s throne; to establish and uphold justice
and righteousness; to reign forever.)
5. Whose power accomplishes this? (The
Lord of All)
6. For the next passage we move forward
several centuries to Luke 2 in the New Testament.
This is the fulfillment. Read Luke 2:8-10.
Shepherds were humble people, but God chose to
let them hear the news first. Refer to “Good News
of Great Joy” in the lesson material. Why are they
frightened? (They are in awe of the great light and
the heavenly presence.) How does the angel
reassure them? (He tells them not to fear and that
he has good news for them.) For whom is the
news ultimately intended? (The whole world)
7. Read verse 11. What is his news? (A
Savior is born.) What is the town of David?
(Bethlehem) Notice that the angel says that the
baby will be a Savior and that He is the Promised
Messiah (Christ is Greek for this term) and that
He is the Lord.

Unit 1
GOD’S MESSAGE IN THE LAW
*OPTIONAL LESSON
CHRISTMAS LESSON

A CHILD IS BORN!
Focal Text
Isaiah 9:2-7; Luke 2:18-14
Background
Isaiah 9:1-7; Luke 2:1-20
Memory Verse
“For to us a child will be born. To us a
Son will be given. And the rule of the
nations will be on His shoulders. His
name will be called, Wonderful,
Teacher, Powerful God, Father Who
Lives Forever, Prince of Peace.”
Isaiah 9:6

Lesson Focus
God sent Jesus into the world to be our Savior,
as the Old Testament prophesied.

Connect with Life
1. Display pictures of the Christmas story
(from old Christmas cards, reproductions of
paintings, Christmas stamps, magazine
pictures, etc.) and perhaps a variety of nativity
sets.
2. Ask students to recount any displays
they have seen.

Guide the Study
1. Isaiah was a prophet who lived in the
600 B.C’s. He prophesied in Judah during the
10
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8. Read verse 12. What is the sign given to
help them find the baby? (He is wrapped in
cloths–as all newborns were then--and is lying in
a manger which is a trough where cattle are fed)
9. Read verses 13-14. The angel is joined by
a large number of others praising God. What did
they say (or sing)? Read again the verse in Isaiah
9:6. What promise from Isaiah is mentioned in
verse 14?

Christmas Lesson

Or
Explain the Mexican custom of Posada. An
encyclopedia should have this information. If you
have students from Mexico, let them tell about it.
Then let members role play Mary and Joseph
asking for a room and being turned away.
Guide the Study
Before reading the Luke passage, ask
someone to read the section from the lesson
entitled, “Good News of Great Joy.”

Encourage Application
1. Examine the Word List. Discuss these
words. Write them in the notebooks. You may
want to add “manger” to this list.
2. Recite the memory verse together and
then write it in the Study Notebooks.
3. Discuss “Things to Think About” in the
lesson material.

Encourage Application
1. If you had been one of those shepherds,
what would you have done next?
2. The good news went first to shepherds.
How should this encourage us? (The shepherds
were among the lowliest people of their day. The
good news is for everyone regardless of wealth or
importance.)

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
Play a tape of the Isaiah portion of Handel’s
Messiah (provide a copy of the words). Explain
that Messiah is a Hebrew word and Christ the
Greek word for Savior. Messiah was written by
George Frederick Handel in 1742. It has been
performed hundreds of times. It is said that when
the king of England heard this performance, he
was so moved that he stood for the ”Hallelujah
Chorus,” and, of course, so did everyone else
present. The custom is still followed today.
Or Use puppets or a nativity set to relate
the whole Christmas story.
Or
Display pictures of new babies. Ask, “Why
is everyone excited about a new baby?” Allow
time for discussion. Then say, “Today’s lesson is
about a very special new baby.”
11
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Teaching Guide: Unit 1, Lesson 4
Unit 1
GOD’S MESSAGE IN THE LAW

Notice the first four pertain to our
relationship with God and the last six to our
relationship with our fellow humans. Do these
laws apply to others than Christians today?
Which ones might not. Why not?
Note: Catholic Bibles use the same
commandments but number them differently.

Lesson 4

OBEY GOD AND SHARE
YOUR FAITH
Focal Text
Deuteronomy 6:1-12; 6:20-25

Guide the Study
1. Read Deuteronomy 6: 1. Who is
speaking? (Moses) To whom? (Israelites brought
from Egypt.) What is his message? (Here are the
laws God wants you to keep.)
2. Read verses 2-3. What promise does God
give to those who obey? (Enjoy long, rich life.)
Read verses 4-5. These sum up the laws–if you
love God whole-heartedly then you will be unable
to break His laws.
3. Read verses 7-9. Notice that families are
told to teach their children these laws and to
discuss them with the family in all their daily
activities. In verse 8 some Jews took this literally
and actually wore little amulets bound on their
foreheads and on their left arms close to their
hearts. They also fastened them to their doorways
and touched them as they went in and out. These
were called phylacteries (fie-lak’ ter-ies).
Orthodox Jews still wear these as they pray.
4. Read 10-12. What does God give the
people? (a) a new land (b) large cities they did not
have to build (c) houses and furnishings (d) wells
(e) vineyards (f) olive groves.
In verse 12 what does Moses remind them
of? (When they enjoy these good things, do not
forget God Who gave them to you.)

Background
Deuteronomy 4:45—6:25
Memory Verse
“And you must love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your strength.”
Deuteronomy 6:5

Lesson Focus
We must not only obey God’s law but teach
others to do the same.

Connect with Life
Read Deuteronomy 5:6-21 for a list of the
basic laws God gave. List these. Here is a
shortened form to help you.
1. Worship no other gods than the Lord.
2. Do not make any images to worship.
3. Do not use God’s name without
respect.
4. Keep the Sabbath (7th day) for worship
and rest.
5. Honor father and mother.
6. Do not murder.
7. Do not be sexually impure.
8. Do not steal.
9. Do not lie about your neighbor.
10. Do not desire (covet) what belongs to
another.
12
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5. Read verse 20. These concepts are to
be taught to each generation.
6. Read verses 21-24. These words are
what to tell your children: (1) They were slaves
in Egypt, (2) The Lord delivered them, (3) God
did signs and wonders, (4) God brought them
to a new land, (5) God means for the people to
prosper.
7. Read verse 25. What will be the result
of the people’s obedience to the law? ( It will
count as their righteousness.)

Unit 1 Lesson 4

bring them the law, people were already turning
away from God.
Encourage Application
1. Bring several sections of newspapers.
Ask for students to look for evidence of breaking
of any of the Ten Commandments. What about
the laws of the county, state, or country?
2. Prepare the simplified list of
commandments as a handout or on the
blackboard, a poster or overhead. Show the class.
Ask, Which commandment would be most
commonly broken? Which ones might make the
newspapers? Which ones would most likely make
the newspapers?

Encourage Application
1. Look at the Word List. Discuss the
meanings. Add to Study Notebooks.
2. Discuss “Things to Think About.”
3. Memory Verse–Jews recited this one
often. Would learning this verse help you?
Recite it now and write it in your Study
Notebook.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
Create interest. Show the segment of the
film Ten Commandments which deals with the
actual giving of the law.
Or
Audio or video tape a session of a city
council, Congressional session, etc., or find a
video which shows the making of laws.
Discuss how different this is from God’s
giving Moses the Ten Commandments.
Guide the Study
Begin with “How the People Received
the Law.” After having someone read this
aloud, have another read Exodus 32:15-21; 30;
34:1-2. Point out that before Moses could even
13
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Teaching Guide: Unit 2, Lesson 5
In what way is this story like the story of
Israel? Put the answers on the chalkboard as the
class suggests them. Here are some possibilities:
Israelites were slaves and mistreated.
God rescued them.
God provided them with food.
God guided them to a safe country so
they could live a good life.
The people turned from Him to worship
idols and break His laws.
Unlike the elderly woman, God can punish
His people who disobey Him. Judges begins a
long story of how this happened over and over.

Unit 2
GOD’S MESSAGE
IN FORMER PROPHETS
Lesson 5

THE CYCLE OF SIN
Focal Text
Judges 2:11-19
Background
Judges 2
Memory Verse
“If you say with your mouth that Jesus
is Lord, and believe in your heart that
God raised Him from the dead, you will
be saved from the punishment of sin.”

Guide the Study
l. Read Judges 2:7. Notice that with a strong
leader the people served God. After Joshua died,
things began to change.
2. Read verse 10. Do you remember the
lesson from Deuteronomy 6 where the people
were told to instruct their children about serving
God? What do you think has happened here?
(They have failed to teach their families about
God and what He expects of them.)
3. Read verse 11. This verse is repeated over
and over again in the Old Testament (For
example, see Judges 3:7; 3:12; 6:1; 8:33-34; and
many others). Notice that most of the time they
followed after Baal and Ashtaroth (his female
counterpart) God knew this would happen, and He
urged them to drive the pagans from the land,
especially the Canaanites (Judges 2:1-3).
4. Read verses 12-13. Why would people
forsake the God who had done so much for them,
to worship idols? (Possible answers–(a) they
wanted to be like their neighbors, (b) they wanted

Romans 10:9

Lesson Focus
God punishes sin, but He also offers
forgiveness to those who repent and
accept the Salvation He offers them.

Connect with Life
Tell this story: A few months ago a man
was arrested and charged with the murder and
robbery of an elderly woman. The man had
been homeless and hungry, without any
possessions or money. The woman believed he
could be helped to make a new life. She took
him into her home, helped him find a job,
provided food and clothes until he could
support himself. He became greedy and wanted
all she had. He killed her and left with all her
money.
14
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to worship something they could see and
touch, (c) they wanted to do the easier thing–a
few sacrifices and they would not have had to
keep all those laws, (d) they enjoyed the sinful
aspects of the worship of Baal and Ashtaroth
which involved both male and female
prostitutes.)
5. God does punish wrong doing. Read
verses 14-15. What does God do to them?
(Possible answers: He allowed some to be
captured and placed in slavery; He allowed
mobs to rob them; they were humiliated before
the other people.)
6. But God always provides a means of
escape from the consequences of sin. Read
Verse 16. What were these judges able to do?
(Helped them see the difference between right
and wrong.)
7. Read verses 17-19. In what ways do
the people fail to take advantage of God’s
love? (Possible answers: (a) They failed to
listen to the judges who could lead them to
victory. (b) When the judge died, the people
became even more corrupt. Verse 19 says they
refused to give up their even practices and
stubborn ways.)
8. Israel’s spiritual history is one of sin
and disobedience, punishment, repentance, a
period of righteousness ending in the verse:
“The Israelites did evil in the sight of the
Lord.” Then the cycle begins again.

Unit 2 Lesson 5

lesson. Record new words and meanings in the
notebooks.
3. Memorize the memory verse. Discuss its
meaning. Write it in the notebook.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
1. Are people today more or less likely to
follow God’s Way than the people in today’s
lesson? Ask for discussion. Then distribute
clippings from newspapers or magazines that
show how people act today. Include good as well
as bad. Ask the class to try to think of reasons
why people keep doing the bad things. Close with
prayer that God will help all of us to do better.
Application
Ask the class to name ways in which people
today do “evil in the sight of the Lord.” End with
prayer that God would guide everyone to follow
His law and will.

Encourage Application
1. Look at “Things to Think About.” Divide
the class into groups of two or three. Ask
them to discuss these items together and
report back to the group in 5-7 minutes.
2. Look at “Word List.” Discuss meanings
and ask for other word problems form the
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Teaching Guide: Unit 2, Lesson 6
to buy some beautiful combs for his wife’s lovely,
waist-length hair. The wife had nothing, so she
decided to have her hair cut off, sell it, and use the
money to buy a chain for her husband’s pocket
watch. Imagine their surprise when they gave each
other their gifts. Now both were useless, but they
were priceless because they showed how unselfish
their love was. Naturally, we want to provide the
best for those we love. That was how David felt
about building a lovely temple for the worship of
God who had given him and his people so much.

Unit 2
GOD’S MESSAGE IN THE
FORMER PROPHETS
Lesson 6

GOD’S SURE PROMISE
Focal Text
2 Samuel 7:1-17
Background
2 Samuel 7

Guiding the Study
1. Read verses 1 and 2 of II Samuel 7.
Notice that the country was at peace. David had a
beautiful home, but God’s Ark of the Covenant —
special box of God. (built just after leaving Egypt)
was still in a tent.
2. Read verse 3. Who is Nathan? (A
prophet– a person whom God leads to speak for
Him. He may warn, tell of the future, plead for
repentance as God directs. his word should be
added to your glossary.) What is Nathan’s advice?
(Do as you plan, for God is with you).
3. Read verses 4-7. Nathan hears from God
that night, perhaps in a dream. What does He say
in these verses? (God said to tell David He had
not asked for a home other than a tent. This was
best until the people settled because it could be
moved as needed. It represented God’s presence
to the people.)
4. Read verse 8 and the first sentence of
verse 9. What has God done for David? (a) took
him from being a shepherd and made him a king,
(b) watched over him and protected him from
enemies. What promise does God tell Nathan to
give David? (God will make David’s name

Memory Verse
“For this reason You are great, O Lord
God. There is none like you. And there
is no God but You, by all that we have
heard with our ears.”
2 Samuel 7:22

Lesson Focus
Because our God is the only God and
has provided our salvation, He deserves
our devotion.

Connect with Life
An American writer named O. Henry
wrote a short story he called “The Gift of the
Magi” (referring to the wise men who brought
gifts for baby Jesus). In the story a very poor
young couple, early in the 20th century,
agonized over what they could give each other
for Christmas. They loved each other very
much and wanted to show it. The young man
owned a very fine pocket watch left him by his
father. It was his pride and treasure. He sold it
16
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among the greatest on earth.)
5. Read the rest of verse 9 through the
sentence in the first part of verse 11. What
promise is given to the nation of Israel? (There
will be a special place for His people Israel.)
6. Read the rest of 11 and 12. This
promise seems to be to David. What is it?
(There will be rest from enemies and a dynasty
of his descendants.)
7. Read verse 13. What is David’s son to
do? (Build the temple.) What is his reward to
be? (A permanent line–remember that Jesus is
a descendant of David and of his son.) These
verses do not reveal the name of the son. Read
aloud the section from the lesson titled
“Solomon.”
8. Read verses 14-15. These words refer
to David’s son Solomon. The promise is that
God will not withdraw His favor as He did
from Saul who was king before David.
9. Read verses 16-17. These words again
seem to refer to the permanent kingdom of
God to be established by Jesus in the future.
Notice that Nathan reports all to David.

Unit 2 Lesson 6

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
Ask the class to think of situations they
know of or have heard of where people have
sacrificed for those they love. (Parents for
children, friends for each other, husbands and
wives for each other.)
Encourage Application
1. Look at “Word Study.” Discuss the
meanings of the words as needed. Add the new
words to the notebook. Find the term “prophet”
in the Word List for Unit 2 Lesson 5.
(See the definition given in the Teaching
Procedures under “Guide the Study,” number 2.)
2. Read aloud together the memory verse.
Work in pairs to help each other memorize it.
Add it to your Notebook. Note that this verse is
part of David’s prayer of gratitude to God.

Encourage Application
1. If this prophecy had been given you,
what would your reaction be? Discuss some
possibilities.
2. Now read aloud from the lesson
“David’s Prayer.” God does permit him to
collect materials for the temple, but later
Solomon gets to build it.
3. Look at “Things to Think About.”
Discuss these in the group.
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Teaching Guide: Unit 2, Lesson 7
Unit 2
GOD’S MESSAGE IN THE
FORMER PROPHETS

leaders are good leaders. Israel had some bad
leaders who led the people away from God. God
punished the people and the leaders for their sin.

Lesson 7

Guide the Study

WHEN PEOPLE SAY NO
TO GOD

1. Even Solomon failed to follow God in his
later years. See 1 Kings 11:9-10. But because of
His promises to David, the line would continue
but only in one of the tribes–Judah. After
Solomon’s death one of his administrators,
Jeroboam, seized the 10 tribes which became
Israel. God promised Jeroboam that He would
make his dynasty a permanent one if he followed
God’s laws, but he did not. Solomon’s son,
Rehoboam, ruled only over Judah, which included
the city of Jerusalem.
2. Read aloud the section from the lesson
called “The Reign of Jeroboam.” (For reference,
see 1 Kings 12-20.)
3. The kingdoms remained divided. Hoshea
is the last king. Read 2 Kings 17:1.
4. Read from the lesson “The Reign of
Hoshea..”
5. Read 2 Kings 17:5-6. The Assyrian king
Shalmaneser (Shall-man -eez’er) conquered
Israel, later called Samaria. The Israelites were
deported. They never returned as a nation.
6. Read verses 7-13. Begin a list of the sins
of these people. Here is an example:
• Worshiped other gods - v. 7

Focal Text
2 Kings 17:5-19; 24:1-4,18-20
Background
2 Kings 17; 24-25
Memory Verse
“Turn from your sinful ways and obey
My laws. Keep all the laws which I gave
your fathers, and which I gave to you
through My servants and men of God.”
2 Kings 17:13b

“But they did not listen.”
2 Kings 17:14a

Lesson Focus
God punishes us when we reject Him,
but He still holds out hope and love to
us.

Connect with Life
Name some modern countries which have had
their governments overthrown in recent years.
(Examples: Kosovo, Chechnya, Sierra Leone,
Somalia, Ruanda, etc.) Why did some of these
happen?
We need stable government, but not all

•
•
•
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nations - v. 8
Did sins in secret - v. 9
Built “high places” (pagan worship
sites) - v. 9
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Set up sacred stones and Asherim poles v.10
Burned incense to other gods on these
altars - v. 11
Did unspecified wicked things - v. 11
Worshiped idols - v. 12
Ignored warnings - v. 13

Unit 1 Lesson 7

11. Remind students that failure to follow
God has resulted in the total disintegration of the
Ten Tribes of Israel and the exile of Judah in
Babylon for 70 years..

Encourage Application
1. Read “Who, Me?” In the lesson.
2 Read “Things to Think About” and
discuss.
3. Read Word Study. Add new words as
needed. Record in Notebook
4. Read aloud memory verse. Write in
Notebook to help memorize.

7. Read v. 14 and 15. Continue list:
• Rejected decrees and covenant and
warning
• Followed worthless idols
• Became worthless
• Imitated nations around them
• Did forbidden things
• Forsook God’s commands
• Made gold idols of 2 calves and 2 Asherim
poles
• Worshiped stones
• Offered their children as burnt sacrifices
• Practiced divination
• Practiced sorcery
• Sold themselves to do evil
Note that some of these are repeated
using different words.
8. Read verses 18-20. How does God feel
about what they have done? (He is very angry.)
What does He do? (He turns away from them.)
Who is left of the covenant? ( No one) Why
does God reject Judah as well as Israel? (They
have also done evil and failed to keep the law.)
9. II Kings 25: 1-4 turns to Judah’s
punishment some years later. But this will not
be permanent. Read the passage aloud.
10. Jehoiakim (Juh-hoy’ uh-kim) was
succeeded by his son Jehoiachin (Juh-hoy’ uhkin) who only reigned 3 months before he was
replaced by the king of Babylon with his uncle
Zedekiah).

Call attention again to the title of the lesson–
What happens when people reject God?
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Teaching Guide: Unit 3, Lesson 8
Guiding the Study

Unit 3
GOD’S MESSAGE IN THE LATTER
PROPHETS

1. What is a wake-up call? (If you are in a
hotel, you can ask for someone at the desk to
phone you in the morning to wake you up. From
this it has come to mean any kind of warning
which tells you to be alert.) How can this be for
us? This lesson tries to answer these questions.
2. Amos was a shepherd whom God called to
prophesy to Israel to warn them that if they did
not change, He would punish them. Read from the
lesson “The Prophecies of Amos.”
3. Read Amos 5:4-6. What is their one hope?
(“Seek God and live.”) What is it useless to do?
(Go to Bethel, Gilgal, Beersheba–special places of
worship) Why are these useless? (These special
places of refuge will be destroyed.)
4. Notice verse 6. Amos repeats his warning
of how to be safe. If they refuse, God’s wrath will
spread like wildfire.
5. Read verses 7-10. In verses 8 and 9 Amos
talks of the greatness of God. What has He done?
(Made the stars–Pleiades and Orion are
constellations; makes night and day; causes rain to
fall; and also can bring destruction.)
In verses 7 and 10 Amos describes Israel.
What do these people do? (Turn justice to
bitterness and overthrow righteousness; hate
anyone who corrects them or tells them the truth
about themselves.)
6. Read verses 11-12. Here are more
offenses. What are they? (Trample on the poor,
seize his crops, oppress the righteous, take bribes,
deny justice in the courts to the poor.) Verse 11
also tells what will happen to the Israelites (the
ten northern tribes). What are these things? (First,
they will build mansions they won’t be permitted

Lesson 8

GOD’S WAKE-UP CALL—
FOR US?
Focal Text
Amos 5: 4-12, 21-24; Jeremiah 7:2-11
Background
Amos 5; Jeremiah 7:1-15; Micah 6:6-8
Memory Verse
“See the Lord’s hand is not so short that
it cannot save, and His ear is not closed
Isaiah 59:1
that it cannot hear.”
Lesson Focus
Continual sin must bring God’s anger.

Connect with Life
Wrong-doing brings its own consequences
even in our daily lives. Discuss these questions:
1. What happens if you step in front of a
moving car?
2. What happens if we pollute our rivers
and streams?
3. What happens to our lungs if we
smoke?
4. What happens when a drunk driver gets
behind the wheel to drive?
God has built-in penalties for sins of
various kinds, but He also punishes directly
when people disobey His laws.
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to live in. Second, they will plant vineyards
which they will never harvest.)
7. Read from the lesson “A Prophet” and
“The Prophecies of Jeremiah.”
8. Jeremiah is another prophet, but he is
in Judah, the southernmost tribe. He stands at
the Temple gate to deliver his message. Read
Jeremiah 7:2-4. Notice that his message is very
like that of Amos–Change your ways and
escape punishment. Verse 4 warns about
thinking that they are safe, that the temple is
their protection.
9. Read verses 5-6. What changes must
they make? Here is a list of those:
(1) Be just.
(2) Don’t oppress the innocent,
strangers from another land,
orphans, or widows.
(3) Don’t kill.
(4) Don’t worship other gods.
10. Read verse 7. If they change, then
what? (They can stay forever.)
11. Read verse 8. What are they trusting?
(Lies) Do these help? (No) Then read from the
lesson “Peace, Peace.”
12. Read verses 9-10. Notice that God
can’t understand how they can believe they can
keep doing evil and think they are safe. What
specific evils does He mention? (They steal,
murder, do sexual sins, lie, burn incense to
Baal and many other gods.) God called their
deeds detestable. They seem to feel
superstitious about the Temple building–that
God won’t destroy or punish if they keep
coming in spite of what evil they do.
13. Read verse 11–The people may think
they can sin (be a den of robbers), but what
does God remind them of? (He says “I have
been watching.”)

Unit 3, Lesson 8

Encourage Application
1. Look at the Word List and discuss. Are
there other words to add or ask about? Add to
notebooks.
2. Review the memory verse. Notice that this
memory verse is from another prophet with the
same message. Add the verse to your Memory
Verse List.
3. Look at “What Does This Story Tell Us?”
and “Things to Think About.” Discuss these.
Remind them that both nations and individuals
receive the same “wake-up” call.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
Gather pictures of wildfires to display. Both
1999 and 2000 had many serious wildfires. See
Smithsonian and The National Geographic. Talk
about how destructive these are and how difficult
to stop. See ”Battling the Orange Monster,” p 32
in the Judy, 2000 issue of Smithsonian for an
article on firefighting. Tell the class that this
lesson describes God’s anger in similar terms.
Encourage Application
If you use the wildfire pictures, go back to
those at the end of the lesson. Ask, “How does
this apply to us today?” Discuss.
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Teaching Guide: Unit 3, Lesson 9
We need reminders that we can erect such a
barrier between ourselves and God. If we let Him,
God can break down the barriers that our sin has
built.

Unit 3
GOD’S MESSAGE IN THE
LATTER PROPHETS
Lesson 9

Guide the Study

GOD’S SEEKING HEART

1. Ask someone to read the section from the
lesson material entitled “The Prophecies of
Hosea.”
2. God’s message in this Old Testament
book of Hosea makes use of many comparisons.
The first one compares God’s rejection by His
people to a man’s anguish whose wife has been
unfaithful. God uses Hosea’s own situation to
show that.
3. Tell the class: A second comparison is that
of a loving parent whose child rejects him and all
his love and values.
4. Then read verses 1-4 of chapter 11. Israel
is the child; God is the Father. What has God done
for His child? The following are possible
answers.
(1) Rescued him from slavery in
Egypt - v. 1
(2) Taught him to walk - v. 3
(3) Healed him - v. 3
(4) Led the child with cords of kindness
and love - v. 4
(5) Lifted the yoke from the child’s
neck
(6) Bent down to feed him - v. 4

Focal Text
Hosea 11:1-11
Background
Hosea 11:1-11
Memory Verse
“So return to your God. Show kindness
and do what is fair, and wait for your
God all the time.”
Hosea 12:6

Lesson Focus
God wants to bring us back to Him even when
we reject Him.

Connect with Life
Part of the “Iron Curtain” discussed in the
lesson material was a real barrier of concrete
28 miles long and 15 feet high. It surrounded
West Berlin to keep East Germans from
escaping. It went up in 1961 and came down
28 years later in 1989. Show the class pictures
from history books or show a piece of the
wall–Check with the Jimmy Carter Presidential
Library and Museum, Atlanta, Georgia for
availability. Recently plans have been
announced for rebuilding the block house and
part of the wall as a reminder of what has
happened.

5. How does Israel repay God’s love and
care? Here are some possible answers:
(1) The more God did, the more Israel
rebelled - v. 2.
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(2) Sacrificed to Baals (foreign
gods) - v. 2.
(3) Burned incense to images
(idols) - v. 2.
(4) Did not appreciate God’s care
and goodness - v. 3.
6. Read verses 5-6. What kinds of
punishment are likely for Israel? Here are some
possible answers:
(1) A return to “Egypt,” that is,
captivity.
(2) Conquest by other powers like
Assyria.
(3) People will die by sword.
(4) Cities will be destroyed.
(5) Their plans will be useless.
7. Notice in verse 5 the use of the word
“repent.” It means not just being very sorry for
actions but involves a change of heart and
behavior, a change of direction.
8. Read verse 7. Earlier in Hosea God
compares Israel to a stubborn heifer (cow)
which refuses to go the right way or stay in her
pasture. This is the picture of a people
determined to turn from God. The impression
given in the last part of verse 7 is that there
must be some punishment even if they repent.
9. Read verse 8. Here is the grieving
father again who can not give up his rebellious
child. He feels deep compassion.
10. Read verse 9. What decision does
God make? (Because He is God, He will not
destroy the people in wrath; He still wants
good for His people.)
11. Read verses 10-11. What will happen
when God roars like a lion? (Children will
come trembling back to God; they will be like
doves returning to their nest.)

Unit 3, Lesson 9

Encourage Application
1. Ask a member to read the memory verse
from Hosea 12:6. It tells what the people need to
do. (First, return to God; second, show kindness to
others; third, be fair; fourth, wait for God all the
time–that is, be aware of Him and attentive to
what He wants). Repeat the verse together.
Record it in the Notebooks.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
Ask someone to read Hosea l:2-9. In what
ways does Hosea’s situation sound modern?
Unfaithfulness to God, like unfaithfulness to one’s
mate is unacceptable. Our lesson today shows
how God feels about these sins.
Encourage Application
Ask: What do you think God would call the ideal
relationship with Him? Discuss how we can come
closer to this.
2. Study the Word List. Discuss. Add new
study words to the Notebook. Include “repent.”
3. Discuss “Things to Think About.” Do
these ideas apply to us today?
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Teaching Guide: Unit 3, Lesson 10
people refuse to listen to Jeremiah? (They wanted
a pleasant, comforting message. Jeremiah warned
of destruction and punishment.)
2. Read Jeremiah 30:1-3. Jeremiah looks to
the future here. Some of the people will return
from exile. They will again worship the Lord.
3. Now read Jeremiah 31:27-30. This speaks
of a future time also, after their return. The Lord is
still watching over them, but there is a change–see
verse 30. At that time an individual will answer
for his own wrong doing instead of a whole
nation. See “Each Person Is Responsible” in the
lesson material. Ask someone to read this aloud.
4. Read verse 31. This verse projects into the
future to the birth of Christ.
5. Read verse 32. Why is a new covenant
needed? (They broke the old one even though God
kept His part of the agreement. Notice the
comparison of God to the husband who had
tenderly protected and guided Israel.)
6. Read “The New Covenant” in the lesson
material. Your version of the Bible calls it a New
Way of Worship.
7. Now read verses 33-34. Notice the four
parts of the covenant. These apply to the
individual and are not written on stone but in their
hearts and minds.
8. The writer of Hebrews in the New
Testament refers to this passage in Hebrews 8.
Read Hebrews 8:7. Then the writer goes on to
quote this whole passage (Jeremiah 31:31-34).
Now look at Hebrews 8:13. This verse tells us that
Christ’s reign has replaced the old covenant. We
have moved to a higher level.

Unit 3
GOD’S MESSAGE IN THE
LATTER PROPHETS
Lesson 10

GOD’S NEW COVENANT
Focal Text
Jeremiah 31: 27-34
Background
Jeremiah 31
“Memory Verse
I will put My Law into their minds. And
I will write it on their hearts. I will be
their God, and they will be My people.”
Jeremiah 31:33

Lesson Focus
God’s new covenant broadens the
opportunity to include the whole world
through trust in Jesus Christ.

Connect with Life
Ask someone to read the account of the
Chinese woman at the beginning of the lesson.
Ask: Did you have difficulty leaving your own
country or entering this one? Will you share
these experiences with us?
Re-read the last paragraph of the account.
All of us are immigrating into God’s kingdom,
but He makes us welcome and helps us to
come in.

Guiding the Study
1. Read the section in the lesson material
entitled “Jeremiah Prophesies.” Why did the
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Encourage Application
1. Look at the word study. Discuss and
add as necessary. Is “covenant” on the student
“Word Lists”? If not, be sure to add it.
(“Covenant” refers to a solemn agreement
between God and an individual or nation. Both
sides agree to certain things.)
2. Look at the memory verse. This is
based on love and grace, not written law.
Recite the verse together and add to the
Notebook.
3. Read in the lesson material “Tornado
Victims, Stop Here.” How does this incident fit
in with our memory verse?
4. Read and discuss “Things to Think
About.”
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Teaching Guide: Unit 3, Lesson 11
allowed themselves to be arrested and to be
executed, leaving the real resistance fighters free
to continue.
Ask: Have you ever taken the blame for
someone else’s misdeeds? Under what
circumstances would this be likely to occur?
Our lesson today describes Jesus doing this
very thing. Although without any blame Himself,
He willingly took our sins and became our
sacrifice.

Unit 3
GOD’S MESSAGE IN THE
LATTER PROPHETS
Lesson 11

GOD’S SERVANT, OUR
SAVIOR
Focal Text
Isaiah 53: 1-12

Guiding the Study

Background
Isaiah 52:13 -53:12

1. Read aloud from the lesson the section
“The Prophesies of Isaiah.” Do you see
similarities between these prophecies and those of
other prophets? (Still warning against immorality,
idolatry, pride and still warning about God’s
punishment for them.)
2. Read the last paragraph of the section in
the lesson entitled “Isaiah’s Prophecies about the
Restoration.” What promise is made? (The nation
will return, rebuild, and be prosperous.)
3. Isaiah also foretells the coming of the
Messiah who will establish a new kingdom. The
Messiah is called a Suffering Servant. The Jewish
people have seen themselves at times as the
Suffering Servant and do not recognize Jesus as
Messiah. Some still wait for Messiah.
4. Read Isaiah 53:1-3. Write these
descriptions on a poster or chalkboard to show the
class: He is like a plant growing from desert; He is
not physically attractive; He was hated and
shunned; He was full of sorrows; He suffered; His
people turned their backs on Him. The Jews of
Christ’s time expected a military savior who
would establish a great earthly kingdom in spite of
Isaiah’s words.

Memory Verse
“But He was hurt for our wrongdoing.
He was crushed for our sins. He was
punished so we would have peace. He
was beaten so we would be healed.”
Isaiah 53:5

Lesson Focus
Christ had no sin, but He willingly took
our sins upon Himself to save us.

Connect with Life
Tell the class: A story was told of
underground resistance during World War II.
Patriots were found who were willing to let
their names be used as cover for those actively
resisting the invaders. These people often were
those who were in bad health and knew they
could not live long. Some were merely
determined to defeat the enemy any way
possible. When the defenders of their country
were about to be discovered, these volunteers

26

Teaching Guide

GOD’S MESSAGE IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

5. Read verses 4-6. How did people see
this punishment? (as from God.) What is the
real purpose of His suffering and pain? (It was
our wrong-doing and sin. He suffered to bring
us peace, to heal us.) To what are the people
compared? (sheep who have stopped following
their shepherd.) Note: Sheep require a lot of
care. They do not do well at finding food or
water for themselves and they have no natural
protection. Like the lamb of the sin offering in
Biblical times, Jesus bears all this blame for
our sins.
6. Read verses 7-9. Now Jesus is
compared to a sheep–like a sheep being shorn,
He does not cry out. Like a lamb taken to be
sacrificed, He makes no complaint. Jesus was
arrested and judged by the Jewish religious
leaders unjustly, and at the urging of these socalled religious people, Pilate condemned Him
to death, though he found no fault in Him.
Why was He punished? (Not for His own
wrong doing, but willingly for ours).
7. Read verses 10-11. Notice that this is
“the will of the Lord,” but also that “He gives
His life as a gift.” Jesus Himself became our
sacrifice. How will Messiah feel about His
sacrifice? (He will be pleased. He will see His
children. He will have “days added to His
life.”)
8. Read verse 12. What is the reward for
Messiah? (He will have a share among the
great and have “riches with the strong.”) How
will the religious people view Jesus? (As a
lawbreaker) In spite of that we are told, “He
carried the sins of many, and prayed for the
sinners.”

Unit 3 Lesson 11

Encourage Application
1. Read the words from the Word List and
discuss them. Ask of there are others to be added.
Ask the students to write these in their notebooks.
2. Recite the memory verse together.
Remember that these words refer to Jesus.
Record the verses. .
3. Read and discuss “Things to Think
About” in the lesson material. Close with a prayer
asking God’s help with these things.
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Unit 4

Guide the Study

GOD’S MESSAGE IN
THE WRITINGS

l. David finds himself in this situation. Ask
someone to read aloud from the lesson material
“David Prays for Forgiveness.”
2. Read Psalm 51:l. Why should God forgive
him? (Because God is kind, loving, and filled with
pity).
3. Read verse 2. This is a picture of how
David feels–like a dirty garment that must be
scrubbed clean and perhaps bleached.
4. Read verses 3-4. What evidence is there
that he is truly repentant? (He is aware of his sin
and never forgets it.) Verse 4 states that the sin is
against God and only God. Does he feel he has
not sinned against Bathsheba, whom he seduced,
or Joab, whom he arranged to have murdered, or
his military men whom he ordered to betray their
comrade? These questions are troublesome
because David certainly wronged all of these.
What he means is not that he has not wronged
them but rather that all sin is a breaking of God’s
law. Sin is God’s word for “missing the mark.”
Consequently, we may hurt or wrong others, but
we can sin only against God. God is our measure
for good. He is always fair in His judgments, but
because He is good and loving, He can forgive
even the worst of sins.
5. Read verse 5. Here David admits that he
has been sinful from his very beginning.
6. Read verses 6-7. David sees that God’s
goal is for men to have truth as a part of their
inmost character.
7. Read verses 8-9. Admitting his sin has
caused David to feel miserable. What does he ask
God to do for him? (Give him back his sense of
joy and happiness, cure his mental and physical

Lesson 12

TO RESTORE THE JOY
Focal Text
Psalm 51:1-17
Background
Psalm 51
Memory Verse
“Make a clean heart in me, O God. Give
me a new spirit that will not be moved.
Do not throw me away from where You
are. And do not take your Holy Spirit
Psalm 51:10-11
from me.”
Lesson Focus
Sin robs us of our joy in God. Only He
can cleanse and restore us.

Connect with Life
Ask the class: “Have you ever done anything
that later you regretted bitterly and felt
ashamed of? Describe your feelings (despair,
feelings of worthlessness, feelings of
helplessness to set things right, guilt, anger at
oneself, blame of others–someone else’s fault
or your physical illness). What did you do
about the situation?” (Apologize, make
restitution, ask for forgiveness, etc.).”

28

Teaching Guide

GOD’S MESSAGE IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

pain, hide his sins, and take away his guilt.)
8. Read verse 10. What does David ask
for? (A clean heart and a new nature which
won’t be enticed to sin.) David sees that only
God can do this. He can not do it himself.
9. Read verses 11-12. In verse 11 what
does he fear will happen (God will “throw him
away” and take from David His Holy Spirit.)
What does he want restored? (The joy of God’s
saving power and a spirit which obeys God
willingly.) David knows he has sinned and that
has changed his ability to find joy in God. He
knows he can change only if God helps him.
10. Read verse 13. What promise does
David make in this verse? (That he will teach
other wrong-doers what God wants of them.
As a result of this teaching he feels other
sinners will turn to God for forgiveness.)
11. Read verses 14-17. Notice again in
verse 14 that he feels only God can save him.
What promise does he make God in verse 14?
(That he will sing with joy about God’s
goodness.) In verse 15 he asks for help in
doing this well. Verse 16 gives the reason why
praise is the gift he will give back to God.
What is his reason? (Burnt offerings do not
please God. Only the broken spirit and the
humble heart of one who seeks to obey can
please Him.)

Unit 4 Lesson 12

recite. Record it in the notebooks. Point out that this
is the heart of the lesson–only God can make us
clean and keep us safe.
1. Look at “Things to Think About.” Discuss
questions 2, 3, and 4. Try to get general discussion
from the group. Then read question 1. Try to get
everyone to participate in trying to answer this.
(Will they return to their own countries to serve?
Will they minister to their own people in this
country? Will they fit themselves into a local
Baptist church and led their testimony there?)
2. Question number 5 is one they should think
seriously about. If they feel no great joy, perhaps
they do not know God well enough. Perhaps a
further discussion of the word “joy” would be
helpful. As used in the Bible it refers to the
lightness and gladness of heart which comes with
knowing that the person is right with God and is
following His leadership. It is first of all inward,
but often expressions of joy come with singing or
even dancing. Close with a prayer that each person
would know Jesus so well that he will be filled with
joy and the eager desire to serve.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
Ask the group: When do you sing? Why do
you sing? What is your favorite song? What is your
favorite hymn? Look at the lesson material “The
Book of Psalms.” Ask someone to read it. Some of
the Psalms show great joy. They begin with the
urging to sing in order to praise God.
Some of these include the following: Psalm 9:3; 33;
45; 66; 81; 89; 92; 95; 96–and many others. Read
some of these opening verses. Singing can express
our joy, but also our sorrow. The Psalm we are to
study today is one of these.

Encourage Application
1. Look at the Word Study. Be sure each
person understands these meanings. Ask them
to record them in their Study Notebooks.
2. Ask someone to read “The Burden of
Sin” from the lesson material. Discuss these
paragraphs.
3. Read the Memory Verse. Discuss and
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Unit 4
GOD’S MESSAGE IN THE
WRITINGS

Don’t bite the hand that feeds you.
Don’t count your chickens before they are
hatched.

Lesson 13

Have you a common proverb from your
family or home country you can share with us?
The lesson today deals with proverbs that
show people how they are to live.

PRACTICAL WISDOM
FOR DAILY LIVING
Focal Text
Proverbs 1:7; 2:1-22

Guide the Study
1. Read from the lesson material “The
Writing of Wisdom.” Solomon is said to have
written or recorded the proverbs.
2. Now read the section called “Proverbs of
Solomon.”
3. With this background in mind, ask
someone to read Proverbs 1:3-6. These verses
introduce the book to us.
4. Ask someone to read Proverbs 1:7. The
word “fear” would mean “awe” or “reverence,” in
addition to the healthy respect which causes fear
of something we can not control. How do the
foolish feel about learning and gaining
knowledge? (They hate wisdom and teaching.)
5. Read Proverbs 2:1-6. How hard is it to
obtain wisdom? (It must be longed for, searched
for like treasure. Essentially it is a gift from God,
but only after much effort on our part.) Notice that
wisdom in this context is connected with knowing
God’s will and understanding Him.
6. Read Proverbs 2:7-11. What benefits are
promised to the person who is right with God?
(Perfect wisdom, safety, knowledge of right and
wrong, knowledge of what to do.)

Background
Proverbs 1:1-7; 2:1-22
Memory Verse
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
much learning. Fools hate wisdom and
Proverbs 1:7
teaching.”
Lesson Focus
Real wisdom begins with our knowing
God and submitting to His Will.

Connect with Life
Ask: Do you know what a proverb is? It
is a wise saying that presents a truth about life.
Every country has its own proverbs. Some you
might hear in this country are these (although
many of them originated long ago in other
places):
A stitch in time saves nine.
Birds of a feather flock together.
You are known by the company you keep.
A bird in the had is worth two in the bush.
Look before you leap.
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7. Read verses 12-15. From what kinds of
things will “right thinking” and
“understanding” protect a person? (The sinful
man, the man whose loose talk causes trouble,
the man who prefers the dark way to the light,
who is happy doing wrong and finds joy in
sinning.) We are warned that his ways are not
“straight” and “good.”
8. Read verses 16-19. These verses warn
against the immoral woman who uses “smooth
words” and deserts her husband. What warning
is given about her? (Her ways lead to death.)
9. Read verses 20-22. These verses state
the benefits of walking in the “right paths.”
What is this benefit? (Life in the land.) What
will happen to the others (The sinful will be
destroyed or taken away.)

Unit 4 Lesson 13

List of Well Known Proverbs
Proverbs 6:6-8; 6:9-11; 6:16-19; 8:10-11; 9:10-11;
10:1-2; 10:25; 11:1; 11:4; 11:14; 11:22; 11:25; l2;
15; 12:22; 13:20; 13:24; 15:1; 15:3; 15:17; 16:8;
16:18; 16:32; 17:1; 17:22; 19:14; 19:17; 20:22;
21:2; 21:17; 22:1; 22:24; 25:21-22; 26:20; 27:15;
28:19; 29:7; 31:10; 31:30-31.
(These verses are given so that you may select
those which best fit your class.)
1. Discuss “Things to Think About,”
questions 1, 2, and 3.
2. Ask someone to read aloud from the
lesson material “The Blessings of Seeking
Wisdom” as a summary of the lesson ideas.
3. Review the memory verses from those
written in the students’ Study Notebooks Ask for
class members to tell which verses are favorites
verse and let them tell why.
4. Review the Word List. Ask: Is everyone
sure about these words and meanings? Does
anyone have further questions about any of the
words?
5. Ask students to look at the table of
contents of their Bibles and review books from the
Old Testament which they have studied in this
study on “God’s Message in the Old Testament.”
Review those studied.

Encourage Application
1. Look at the Word Study. Discuss. Add
others as needed. Be sure to add “proverb” to
the Study Notebook.
2. Read the memory verse. Recite it
together and record it in the Memory Verse
pages Refer to it this week as a guide to right
living.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
Since the book of Proverbs is called wisdom
literature and deals with how to live in this
world, look at some of the better known
proverbs. Notice that many of these are only
one verse long. Place students in groups of two
or three to look at some typical passages, read
them, and be ready to explain their teaching:
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Memory Verses

Memory Verse Learning Cards
Lesson l: Genesis

l:12
“And God saw that it was good.”

Lesson 7: 2

Kings 17:13b; 2 Kings 17:14a
“Turn from your sinful ways and obey My
Laws. Keep all the Laws which I gave your
fathers, and which I gave to you through My
servants and men of God.”
...
“But they did not listen.”

Lesson 2: Genesis

12:1
“Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Leave your
country, your family and your father’s house,
and go to the land I will show you.’ ”
Lesson
. 3: Exodus

14:13
“But Moses said to the people, ‘Do not be
afraid! Be strong and see how the Lord will
save you today.’”

Lesson 8: Isaiah

59:1–
“See, the Lord’s hand is not so short that it
cannot save, and His ear is not closed that it
cannot hear.”

Deuteronomy 6:5
“And you must love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your strength.”

Lesson 4:

Lesson 9: Hosea 12: 6

“So return to your God. Show kindness and
do what is fair, and wait for your God all the
time.”

Christmas Lesson: Isaiah

9:6
“For to us a child will be born. To us a Son
will be given. And the rule of the nations will
be on His shoulders. His name will be called
Wonderful, Teacher, Powerful God, Father
Who Lives Forever, Prince of Peace.”

Lesson 10: Jeremiah

31:33
‘I will put My Law into their minds. And I
will write it on their hearts. I will be their
God, and they will be My people.”
Lesson 11: Isaiah 53:5

Lesson 5: Romans

10:9
“If you say with your mouth that Jesus is
Lord, and believe in your heart that God
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved
from the punishment of sin.”

“But He was hurt for our wrongdoing. He
was crushed for our sins. He was punished so
we would have peace. He was beaten so we
would be healed.”

Lesson 12: Psalm

51:10-11
“Make a clean heart in me, O God. Give me a
new spirit that will not be moved. Do not
throw me away from where You are. And do
not take Your Holy Spirit from me.”

Lesson 6: 2

Samuel 7:22
“For this reason You are great, O Lord God.
There is none like you. And there is no God
but You, by all that we have heard with our
ears.”

Lesson 13: Proverbs

1:7
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
much learning. Fools hate wisdom and
teaching.”
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