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God’s Message
in the Old Testament

GOD’S MESSAGE IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, Unit , Lesson

Introduction to
God’s Message in the Old Testament
The Old Testament is a rich book. By
itself, it is a treasure. It tells us much about
the history of God's world. But it is even
greater because it prepares us for the
richness of God's revelation in Christ.
The Old Testament is a big book. It is
really many books---thirty-nine of them. We
will spend only thirteen lessons on this part
of the Bible. But we can learn much from
this study. Studying these passages may help
you see in one quarter's study what God's
message in the Old Testament is all about.
Unit 1, God's Message in the Law,
studies parts of Genesis, Exodus, and
Deuteronomy. Note: An extra lesson is
included in this unit as the study which may
be used before Christmas.*
Unit 2, God's Message in the Former
Prophets, studies parts of Judges, Samuel,
and 2 Kings. It is a short study of God's
actions in Israel's history. But it will give
you an idea of what was happening during
this time And it will show how it applies to
you.
Unit 3, God's Message in the Latter
Prophets, studies parts from four of God's
great prophets---Amos, Hosea, Jeremiah,
and Isaiah. These lessons can help you see
into God's heart.
Unit 4, God's Message in the
Writings, studies parts of Psalms and
Proverbs. They show our need for God.
They give us wisdom for living.

Adult Bible Study
in Basic English

Unit 1: GOD'S MESSAGE IN THE LAW
Lesson 1 - How Life Goes Wrong
Genesis 3:1-13
Lesson 2 - God's Call to Faithful Living
Genesis 12:1-9
Lesson 3 - Never Forget that God Saves
Exodus 14:21-15:1-2, 20-21
*Christmas Lesson - A Child is Born!
Isaiah 9:2-7; Luke 2:8-14
Lesson 4 - Obey God and Share Your Faith
Deuteronomy 6:1-12, 20-25
Unit 2: GOD'S MESSAGE IN THE
FORMER PROPHETS
Lesson 5 - The Cycle of Sin
Judges 2:11-19
Lesson 6 - God's Sure Promise
2 Samuel 7:1-17
Lesson 7 - When People Reject God
2 Kings 17: 5-19; 24:1-4, 18-20
Unit 3: GOD'S MESSAGE IN THE
LATTER PROPHETS
Lesson 8 - God's Wake-up Call
Amos 5:4-12, 21-24, Jeremiah 7:2-11
Lesson 9 - God's Seeking Heart
Hosea 11:1-11
Lesson 10-God's New Promise
Jeremiah 31:27-34
Lesson 11 - God's Servant, Our Savior
Isaiah 53:1-12
Unit 4: GOD'S MESSAGE
IN THE WRITINGS
Lesson 12 - To Restore the Joy
Psalm 51:1-17
Lesson 13 - Practical Wisdom for Daily Living
Proverbs 1:7, 2:1-22
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Unit 1

GOD'S MESSAGE
IN THE LAW
Unit One is made up of four lessons
from the books of the law. One extra lesson
may be used before Christmas.*
The four lessons from the books of the
Law are from Genesis, Exodus, and
Deuteronomy.
The first lesson tells how people's lives
can go very wrong.
Lesson two tells of God's call to
Abram. The third lesson tells how God
delivered Israel from Egypt.
Next, comes the lesson for Christmas.
Lesson four tells that we should obey
God and tell others about Him.

Adult Bible Study
in Basic English

Lesson 1
How Life Goes Wrong
Genesis 3:1-13
Lesson 2
God's Call to Faithful Living
Genesis 12:1-9
Lesson 3
Never Forget That God Saves
Exodus 14:21 - 15:2, 20-21
*Christmas Lesson
A Child Is Born!
Isaiah 9:2-7, Luke 2:8-14
Lesson 4
Obey God and Share your Faith
Deuteronomy 6:1-12, 20-25

How Life Goes Wrong
When I was a little girl, my parents
would tell me about my family. My mother
told me about her grandparents. They had
owned land and a big house in Alabama.
They were called Big Ma and Big Pa. They
had eight children.
They also had many slaves. We do not
have slavery now. But then it was the way of
life in the southern part of this country. After
the Civil War, the slaves were free. Most of
them stayed with my great-grandparents.

Adult Bible Study
in Basic English

Bible Text
Genesis 3:1-13

Memory Verse
Genesis 1:12
“And God saw that it was good.”
Word List
Civil War: the war between the North and
South states in the U.S. (1861-1865)
generation: a father, son and grandson are
three generations, period of about 30 years.
reproduce: bring forth others of its own kind.
Continued next page

Carolyn Cree wrote all of the lessons for God’s Message in the Old
Testament. Carolyn has been a teacher and director of International English
class programs since 1971. She wrote the book, Beyond the Golden Door:
A Layman’s Ministry to International Families. She lives in Fort Worth,
Texas, and is director of International Friends at her church. She and her
husband have two daughters and two grandchildren.
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My grandmother was the oldest child.
My grandfather had been her teacher at
school. They married and lived many, many
years.
My father’s mother came from a
family of German people. They were
farmers and ranchers. My greatgrandfather’s brother was a famous Indian
fighter and army scout. Books have been
written about him.
I have always enjoyed hearing stories
about my family. Most of the stories were
never written down. They have been told
from one generation to another. I believe
the stories because I trust those people who
told them.
The Book of Genesis is something
like that. When God began His world, there
was no one there to write about it. The story
was told from generation to generation. It
was many years before someone wrote
about the beginning of the world.
The one who wrote had not seen it
himself. But, he had heard from people he
trusted. You and I can believe, too. We can
trust the Bible, because God gave the words.
God Made Everything Out Of Nothing
There was a time when there was

scientific: systematic and exact science or
knowledge

Genesis 3:1-13
1 Now the snake was more able to fool
others than any animal of the field
which the Lord God had made. He said
to the woman, “Did God say that you
should not eat from any trees in the
garden?”
2 Then the woman said to the snake, “We
may eat the fruit of the trees of the
garden.
3 But from the tree which is in the center
of the garden, God has said, ‘Do not eat
from it or touch it, or you will die.’ ”
4 The snake said to the woman, “No, you
for sure will not die!
5 For God knows that when you eat from
it, your eyes will be opened and you will
be like God, knowing good and bad.”
6 The woman saw that the tree was good
for food, and pleasing to the eyes, and
could fill the desire of making one wise.
So she took of its fruit and ate. She also
gave some to her husband, and he ate.
7 Then the eyes of both of them were
opened, and they knew they were
without clothes. So they sewed fig
leaves together and made themselves
clothing.
8 Then they heard the sound of the Lord
God walking in the garden in the
evening. The man and his wife hid
themselves from the Lord God among
the trees of the garden.
9 But the Lord God called to the man. He
said to him, “Where are you?”
10 And the man said, “I heard the sound of
You in the garden. I was afraid because
I was without clothes. So I hid myself.”
11 The Lord God said, “Who told you that
you were without clothes? Have you
eaten from the tree of which I told you
not to eat?”

12 The man said, “The woman whom You gave to
be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I
ate.”
13 Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is
this you have done?” And the woman said, “The
snake fooled me, and I ate.”
5
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nothing but God. There was no world of
time and space. We can not think what
it was like then. At that time there was
nothing but God.
Then God began to create the
world. That was the beginning of
everything that belongs to time, to
space, and to things. The Bible tells
how God made everything out of
nothing. The Bible does not tell us
when or how God made the world. It
does tell us that all was the work of
God.
“And God said...”
God took the unformed world He
had made and formed it into a
wonderful thing. No one was there
except God. It was a long, time before
anything was written. The writing we
have now were given by God. This is
the way the story is written:
“And God said…
and it was so…
and God saw that it was good.”
(Genesis 1:3,24,25)
Day 1 Light and Darkness---The first
step was to divide light from darkness.
Day 2 Heaven and Earth---The second
step was to make planets, air, and space.
Day 3 Land and Sea---Step three was to
make the land and the seas. Trees and
grasses grew on the land. They made
seeds and fruits.

Unit 1, Lesson 1

Day 4 Sun, Moon and Stars---God
made a light for the day and lights for
the night.
Day 5 Fish and Birds---Fish were the
first living things made. God created
birds next. These living things were
made on the fifth day.
Day 6 Land Animals---On the sixth day
God made the world much as we see it
today. He made all the animals, which
live on land. All of these animals could
reproduce and live on earth.
But God was not finished. He
made a person who looked like
Himself. Man can understand the glory
of God. We can praise God for all He
made. Man and woman were made to
be at the head of all God’s creation.
Day 7 God rested. He rested from the
work of creation. But He has stayed
active in His works for the world and
the people in it.
Take time to think about what
God had done at that point. The
different forms of life are all related to
one another.
Our relationships to everything
in the world is called ecology.
The writer of Genesis did not
write a scientific paper on creation. He
was more interested in Who and why
than how and when. These Bible verses
are a song of praise for God the
6
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Everything was Changed
The relationship between God
and mankind was changed forever.
Something new had been added. The
people had not obeyed God. The
tempter had not told the truth. All they
learned was what it meant to be guilty
and full of shame.
What do you do when you are
caught doing wrong? Some try to find a
way to clear themselves of blame. Or,
you can confess. We must try our best
to do the right thing. Sadly, sin will
always be with us. But it is up to us to
stay away from sin.
We can do this with God’s help.
The Lord has shown us how to obey
Him. We will find a tempter everywhere
we turn. But God is always there to
show us the better way. His promise is
that good will win over evil.
Things to Think About
1. What do you do when you are caught
doing wrong?
2. How did the man and woman try to
make excuses for doing wrong?
3. Every person must be responsible for
his or her behavior.
4. God knows of our troubles. He is
ready to help us through all kinds of
problems.

Maker of All. The glory of God is
shown in what He made.
Here Comes Trouble!
Man and woman were living in
perfect harmony with each other and
with God. They were living in a
beautiful garden. They had all kinds of
food to eat. Everything should have
been perfect.
Then, here came the tempter! A
moral tempter has always been with us.
A tempter is one who tempts us to do
things we should not do. In this story,
the tempter was a snake. He caused the
woman to doubt God. The tempter put
these thoughts in her head: Was God
being selfish? Did God not want to
share the knowledge of good and evil?
The tempter was sly. He made the
woman want the fruit of the forbidden
tree. It was a beautiful temptation. The
idea made sense to the woman. There
was only one problem. It was not true.
The heart of the woman took the
side of the tempter. She invited her
husband to join her. Both of them chose
the way of not obeying God. They chose
the way of sin.
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God’s Call to Faithful Living

Adult Bible Study
in Basic English

Bible Text
Genesis 12:1-9

Memory Verse
Genesis 12:1
“Now the Lord said to Abram,
‘Leave your country, your family and
your father’s house, and go to the land
that I will show you.’ ”
Word List
covenant: agreement between God and
His people. God’s promise.
descendants: family born after a person
economy: to manage the resources of a
country
Hebrews/Israelis/Jews/People of God:
God’s chosen people, who came from
Abram (later called Abraham)
obedience: to obey, do what is ordered
overwhelmed: to be overcome in mind
or feeling, afraid, powerless
politics: science and art of government
relationship: connected to another
Genesis 12:1-9
1. Now the Lord said to Abram, “Leave
your country, your family and your
father’s house, and go to the land that
I will show you.
Continued next page

“Leave your country, your family and your
father’s house.” The Lord promised Abram
great things. To be made a great nation and to
have a great name would make anyone proud.
Before this would come true, Abram had to
leave all he knew and obey God.
For almost 30 years, I have worked
with people who have been forced to leave
their native countries. Vietnam, Cambodia,
Bosnia, and Libya are a few of those
countries. The people have been almost
overwhelmed by the events that caused them
to leave their homes.
In Cambodia many people were killed,
or wounded. Their houses were burned. They
were forced to run from the soldiers. The ones
who lived were sad because of the loss of
loved ones. They traveled many days and
nights through the jungle to reach safety.
When these people reached this
country, they were tired and sad. Some of
them were sick. They did not know what to do
next. But, the Lord was there to help
them.
I remember when the first family came
to our town from Vietnam. There was the
father, mother and five children. They had
only the clothes on their backs, and a little
bag with a toothbrush and a few other things.
Our church had prepared a house for
them to live in. We took the family to the
8
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2 And I will make you a great nation. I
will bring good to you. I will make
your name great, so you will be
honored.
3 I will bring good to those who are
good to you. And I will curse those
who curse you. Good will come to all
the families of the earth because of
you.”
4 So Abram left as the Lord told him to
do, and Lot went with him. Abram was
seventy-five years old when he left
Haran.
5 Abram took his wife Sarai, and his
brother’s son Lot, and all the things
they had gathered, and the people who
joined them in Haran. And they left to
go to the land of Canaan. So they came
to the land of Canaan.
6 Abram passed through the land as far
as the oak of Moreh at Shechem. The
Canaanite people were living in the
land at that time.
7 Then the Lord showed Himself to
Abram and said, “I will give this land
to your children and to your children’s
children.” So Abram built an altar
there to the Lord Who had shown
Himself to him.
8 Then he went from there to the
mountain east of Bethel on the west
and Ai on the east. There he built an
altar to the Lord and called upon the
name of the Lord.
9 Then Abram traveled on, still going
toward the Negev.

Unit 1, Lesson 2

house and showed them around. Then we left
them to get settled. That evening the mother
built a fire on the kitchen floor to cook
supper. She did not know how to use a stove.
We quickly saw that we needed to help them
learn new ways.
The family worked very hard. They
learned the ways of their new country.
They also became believers and were
baptized into the church. They started a
restaurant. All the children finished college.
They proved that, with God’s help, they could
overcome all the bad things that had
happened to them.
So many times, I have seen the hand of
God at work in the lives of people. When
things seem hopeless, when we don’t know
what to do, God shows us the way. Let Him
show you the way, too!
The Call of Abram
Through the call of Abram, God began
a new chapter in His dealing with mankind.
No reason is given in the Bible for Terah
(Abram’s father) and Abram to leave Ur.
They may have been leaving because they
were looking for a better place to live. They
intended to leave Ur to go to Canaan.
Canaan was a more settled place. It
was part of the world known as “the Fertile
Crescent.” It stretches around the Arabian
Desert like a half-moon. It went from the
Persian Gulf in the east to Egypt in the west.
Caravans and armies moved back
9
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and forth through this land. Powerful
countries struggled to be first in
economy, politics and power. This is the
place where Abram went. It was here
that the Hebrew nation began. It was
here that the Hebrews developed
through a thousand years of their
history.
Terah stopped and made his home
in Haran. But Abram only stayed there a
short time. He moved on to Canaan.
God told him to do this.
We do not know how God’s call
came to Abram. It might have been a
dream of vision. Whatever means God
used, Abram heard and obeyed.
God called Abram into a new
covenant relationship. Abram was to go
away from the religion and the family
with whom he had lived. He was to go
to a new land. He was to begin a new
life with the true God. It is hard to leave
your country, harder to leave friends and
hardest of all to leave family.
A covenant is an agreement. This
covenant with Abram was not the first.
God made a covenant with Noah before
the flood. If Noah would trust God and
come into the ark, then God would save
him and his family.
After the flood, God made
another covenant. He would never
destroy the earth and all the life upon

Unit
Unit 1,
1, Lesson
Lesson 22

the earth by flood.
God’s Covenant with Abram
God’s covenant with Abram
was new and different. God was
looking for a faithful people. He
wanted to do great works in the world
with these people. So God called
Abram into a covenant with Him.
Abram was to become the first of a
nation of people who would live in
covenant with God.
The Hebrew people became a
“covenant people.” They were
descendants of Abram. They shared
in the covenant God had made with
him. God’s call to Abram was very
important to them. It became a focus
for their development as a people. It
became a focus for the rest of their
national history.
What God Asked of Abram
God asked two things of
Abram. The first was an act of
trusting obedience. Abram had to
leave his past. He had to leave his
family, his land and his people. He
was called to go to a new land. He
was to make a new beginning. He was
to become the leader of a new nation
in the land to which God would lead
him.
This called for great faith on
Abram’s part. It must have been hard
10
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Unit
Unit 1,
1, Lesson
Lesson 22

the things God told him to do?
4. Are you ready to follow God’s will?

for Abram to leave everything behind.
But that was what God asked him to do.
His mission was not to live with his
past. His mission was to begin, with
God, a new life.
The second thing God asked of
Abram was that he become part of
God’s work in the world. Abram’s
children and their children’s children
were to become a covenant nation.
God showed His concern for all
the world. God wanted to bring His
blessings to all through Abram. He
wanted to lead all people to have faith in
Him.
This story, like the story of
creation, began with God speaking. God
called Abram into a covenant. He began
to do something for all of us. Abram
went. He obeyed and followed God.
Many people must leave their
homes in these days. The world is still a
place of trouble and wars. But the one
Helper who is always there is God. He
is always there to guide us. He is always
ready to help. Since Abram’s time to
this very day, we can always depend on
God.
Things to Think About
1. Have you ever had to leave your
home and go to a new place?
2. Do you know that God is always with
you?
3. How do you think Abram felt about

How to Become a Christian
God loves you and wants you to
have the best life possible (John 10:10).
He wants a personal relationship with
you.
To have the best life possible,
you must have a right relationship with
God. That is not possible as long as there
is sin separating you from God
(Romans 3:23).
What is sin? Separation from
God; being interested only in your own
things—not God’s; anything that does not
agree with God’s standard—wrong
attitudes, wrong deeds (James 4:17).
What is the result of sin? At
death—separation from God forever in
hell (Romans 6:23).
How can I have a personal
relationship with God? Believe in
Jesus Christ and follow His plan for
salvation (John 3:16; Acts 16:31).
What must I do? Agree with God
that you are a sinner; be sorry for your
sins; ask God to forgive you; believe that
Jesus death and resurrection make
possible your right relationship with God
(1 John 1:9; Romans 10:9-10).
After I am a Christian, what
then? Ask to be baptized as a symbol of
your death to an old life and your being
raised to a new life in Christ (Acts 8:3638). Join a Bible-believing church. Be an
active church member (Hebrews 10:25).
Learn more about God and His plan for
your life through Bible reading and prayer.
Respond to God’s power through His
Spirit which is now within you. Tell others
what Jesus is doing in your life (Mark
5:19; Philemon 6).
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Never Forget that God Saves
Juan came to our city two years ago.
He went to high school for two years. But he
had not learned enough English to pass the
Texas Assessment Academic Skills (TAAS)
test. He could not graduate with his class.
"I was confused and sad and wanted
to go back to Mexico." he said.
Then he found Juanita. "She is my
angel. She spoke to me in Spanish and told
me we are one big family and we support
each other and don't give up."
Juanita understood. She had dropped
out of school when she was in the seventh
grade. Later, she spent her time caring for
her husband, her three children, and her
sick mother. When she was 34, she began to
study to earn her high school equivalency
degree.
She studied after midnight because of
her busy family life. She earned bachelor
and master degrees in college. Then Juanita
taught school 27 years before she retired.
Today Juanita is 65 years old. She
still goes to school. But now she goes to help
immigrants, especially women. Since 1997,
she has taught English as a Second
Language to more than 600 people.
Using hugs and constant praise,
Juanita lets her students know that she cares
for them. Many attend class after long hours
of work. Juanita tells them how much she
respects them for what they do to make a

Adult Bible Study
in Basic English

Bible Text
Exodus 14:21
15:1-2, 20-21
Memory Verse
Exodus 14:13
"But Moses said to the people,
"‘Do not be afraid! Be strong and see
how the Lord will save you today.’"
Word List
diploma: a document which says that
one has finished a course of study
high school equivalency: a test given to
people who can show that they know
the subjects taught in school
immigrants: people from another
country
inspired: given the power and help to do
something
Pharaoh: the ruler of Egypt
Texas Assessment of Academic Skills
(TAAS): a test which all students must
pass before they can graduate high school

Continued next page
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Exodus 14:21—15:1-2, 20-21
21 Then Moses put out his hand over the
sea. And the Lord moved the sea all
night by a strong east wind. So the
waters were divided.
22 And the people of Israel went through
the sea on dry land. The waters were
like a wall to them on their right and on
their left.
23 Then the Egyptians followed them. All
Pharaoh's horses and war-wagons and
horsemen went in the sea after them.
24 In the morning hours, the Lord looked
down on the Egyptian army through the
fire and cloud. And He made the
Egyptian army afraid.
25 He made the wheels of their warwagons come off, so it was hard for the
wagons to be moved. So the Egyptians
said, “Let us run away from Israel. For
the Lord is fighting for them against the
Egyptians.”
26 Then the Lord said to Moses, "Put out
your hand over the sea. And the waters
will flow over the Egyptians, and over
their war-wagons and their horsemen."
27 And when the morning came, the
Egyptians ran into the wall of water as
the sea returned to the way it was
before. The Lord destroyed the
Egyptians in the sea.
28 The waters returned and covered the
war-wagons and the horsemen and
Pharaoh's whole army that had gone in
the sea after them. Not even one of
them was left.
Continued next page

Unit 1, Lesson 3

living in the United States.
She helped Juan passed the TAAS test
and he received his high school diploma last
fall. Now he is studying for his college
entrance exam.
That is why Juan calls Juanita his
angel. But there are many, many people like
her. They are led by God to do His work.
They help where help is needed. God's work
goes on.
God Was Ready
The Hebrew people were slaves in
Egypt. The Lord was ready to bring His
people out of slavery. But Pharaoh was not
ready to let the Hebrews go free.
This part of Exodus is one of the most
famous stories in the Old Testament. Several
things happened. At first, the leaders of
Egypt did not think the people of Israel were
serious about leaving Egypt. They did not
believe.
At the beginning, they must have
laughed at the thought. But this feeling began
to change. More and more of the Egyptians
began to take Moses and his God seriously.
They saw God’s power.
Moses was a great man and a great
leader. He faced many problems. He was
asked by the people to settle for less than
what God wanted. But Moses was loyal to
God. He kept on trying. His faith shines out
in the story.
13
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God's Signs and Wonders
(Exodus7:14---10:29)
The first sign was when Moses and
his brother, Aaron, threw down a stick in
front of Pharaoh. The stick turned into a
snake. But Pharaoh's heart was hard. He
would not let the people go.
God told Moses and Aaron to turn all
the water in Egypt to blood. They did it in
front of Pharaoh. The fish in the water died.
There was a bad smell in all of Egypt. But
still Pharaoh's heart was hard.
Then God caused the land to be
covered with frogs. They were everywhere.
Finally, Pharaoh listened. He promised
Moses he would let the people go. But
Moses had to get rid of the frogs. When
Pharaoh saw that the frogs were gone, his
heart grew hard again. He would not let the
people go.
The Lord said to Moses, “Say to
Aaron, “Put out your special stick and hit
the dust of the earth. It will become lice
through all the land of Egypt.’"
When the land was covered with lice,
Pharaoh's wonder-workers could do
nothing. The wonder-workers knew that
God was at work. But Pharaoh's heart was
still hard. He did not let the people go.
More bad things happened. Stinging
flies covered the country. The Egyptians and
their animals were covered with sores. Then
a great hail storm came over the land. The

29 But the people of Israel walked on dry
land through the sea. The waters were
like a wall to them on their right and on
their left.
30 So the Lord saved Israel that day from
the Egyptians. And Israel saw the
Egyptians dead beside the sea.
31 Israel saw the great power which the
Lord had used against the Egyptians.
And the people had fear of the Lord.
They believed in the Lord and in His
servant Moses.
Exodus 15
1 Then Moses and the people of Israel
sang this song . . .
2 "The Lord is my strength and song. He
is the One Who saves me. He is my
God and I will praise Him. He is my
Father's God and I will honor Him.”
...
20 Then Aaron's sister Miriam, took a
brass noise-maker in her hand. And all
the women followed her, making
music and dancing.
21 Miriam said to them, "Sing to the
Lord, for He is praised for His
greatness. He has thrown the horses
and horsemen into the sea.”
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storm was so great, Pharaoh changed his
mind.
He promised to let the people go.
But, again his heart was hardened.
Pharaoh did not let the people of Israel go.
You would think that Pharaoh
would begin to get the idea that he should
let the people go. But he was stubborn.
Much more had to happen before he
would change his mind.
The Passover
The Lord promised to kill the firstborn child of all the Egyptians if Pharaoh
did not free the people. He promised to
kill the first-born animals, too. The Lord
did as He had promised. He sent His angel
to do the deed.
The Lord told the people of Israel
what to do. They were to put blood from a
perfect lamb on the doors of their houses.
When the angel of the Lord saw the blood,
he would pass over that house. This was
later called the Passover.
There was much crying and
weeping in Egypt the next day. Every
house had someone who had died. Then
the Egyptians were eager for the Israelites
to leave. And finally, Pharaoh let the
Israelite people go.
A Cloud by Day and Fire by Night
The Bible tells us that there were
600,000 thousand men walking away from
Egypt. There were many, many women

Unit 1, Lesson 3

and children. They began to walk in the
desert.
The Lord sent a cloud in the
daytime to guide the people. At night,
there was fire in the sky to light the way.
The people could keep going night and
day.
But Pharaoh changed his mind one
more time. He took all his army and their
war-wagons and their horses. They set out
to capture the Israelites. The Israelites had
reached the great Red Sea.
They were free. The Israelites had
been given an understanding of the living
God. They always looked back to that
time. They always thanked God for His
help.
It is a lesson for us today. We can
always know that the Lord is with us. He
is always there to guide and help us. He
will deliver us from evil just as He did in
that long-ago time.

Things to Think About
1. Why do you think Pharaoh's heart was
so hard?
2. What can we learn from this lesson?
3. Remember, God's people can count on
God to save them.

15
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Christmas Lesson

A Child is Born!
Adult Bible Study
in Basic English

Bible Text
Isaiah 9:2-7; Luke 2:8-14
Memory Verse
Isaiah 9:6
“For to us a child will be born. To us a Son
will be given. And the rule of the nations
will be on His shoulders. His name will be
called. Wonderful, Teacher, Powerful God,
Father Who Lives Forever, Prince of
Peace.”
Word List
authority: the power to judge, act and
command
Caesar Augustus: the Roman ruler
census: count of citizens and their property
stable: where cattle are kept
travelers: those who go from one city to
another
reign: royal rule, the time a king rules
Isaiah 9:2-7
2 The people who walk in darkness will
see a great light. The light will shine on
those living in the land of dark shadows.
3 You will make the nation great. You
will give them great joy. They will be
glad before You, as with the joy of
Continued next page
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The first Christmas I remember best
was when I was four years old. On
Christmas Eve my daddy sat on my bed. He
told me stories. Daddy could tell the best
stories. His favorite story was about Donald
Duck. Daddy could talk just like that duck.
Daddy told stories a long time. I was
almost asleep. And then, I thought I heard
Santa Claus’ bells! Suddenly, I was wideawake. I had to get out of bed. I jumped out
of bed and ran into the living room. And
Santa had been there!
The lights on the Christmas tree were
shining brightly. And all around the tree
were presents. What I remember best was a
big doll. She was called a Shirley Temple
doll. She was almost as big as I was.
On Christmas Day my family went to
Sunday school and church. It was there that
I learned the real meaning of Christmas--how a tiny baby was born. I learned that the
Baby’s name was Jesus. He was known as
the Christ Child. He was the Son of God..
He had been promised for a long time. And
He came to save the world.
A Great Light
Isaiah spoke a word of hope to the
world. A new day was coming. He told of a
new glory. The reason for this glory is
explained in verses 2-7. These verses are a
song of thanksgiving. They are a song of
praise to God’s new act---the birth of a
special baby. The names for the new baby
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gathering time, and as men have joy
tell about the people’s understanding of
when they divide the riches taken
kingship. The king would make plans and give
after a battle.
counsel too wonderful for men to understand.
For You will break the heavy load from
The new king would be the Father of His
their neck and shoulders. You will break people. The people began to wish for a reign
and a life that would last forever.
the power of those who made it hard for
Isaiah’s words did not come true for
them, as at the battle of Midian.
many, many years. The One to come would
For every shoe of the soldiers in battle,
build a world with what is right and fair and
and every coat rolled in blood, will be
good from that time and forever. (v.9:7) It was
burned in the fire.
when Jesus was born, that they came true.
For to us a Child will be born. To us a
The Birth of Jesus
Son will be given. And the rule of the
Caesar Augustus sent out word that
nations will be on His shoulders. His
name will be called Wonderful, Teacher, there would be a census in the land. It was not
like the census we have today. There was no
Powerful God, Father Who Lives
television or radio to tell the people. There was
Forever, Prince of Peace.
no mail service like we have today.
There will be no end to His rule and His
Instead, all men had to go to their
peace, upon the throne of David and
hometown. The census was taken every 14
over his nation. He will build it to last
years. Joseph and Mary had to travel about 80
and keep it strong with what is right and
fair and good from that time and forever. miles from Nazareth to Bethlehem. It was a
The work of the Lord of All will do this. hard trip for Mary because the baby was
coming very soon.
Luke 2:8-14
Travelers brought their own food. All
1n the same country there were
that the innkeeper provided was food for the
shepherds in the fields. They were
watching their flocks of sheep at night.
12 There will be something special for you to see.
The angel of the Lord came to them. The
This is the way you will know Him. You will
shining greatness of the Lord shone
find the Baby with cloth around him, lying in a
around them. They were very much
place where cattle are fed.”
afraid.
13 At once many angels from heaven were seen,
The angel said to them, “Do not be
along with the angel, giving thanks to God.
afraid. See! I bring you good news of
They were saying,
great joy which is for all people.
14 Greatness and honor to our God in the highest
Today, One Who saves from the
heaven and peace on earth among men who
punishment of sin has been born in the
please Him.”
city of David. He is Christ the Lord.
17
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animals and a fire to cook the meals. The
town was crowded. There was not room
for Mary and Joseph to stay in any inn.
It had been a hard trip for Mary.
She was soon to have a Son. They stayed
in a stable and this is where Jesus was
born. Mary put a cloth around Him. Then
she laid Him in the place where animals
are fed.
Good News of Great Joy
It is a wonderful thing that the first
telling about the birth of Jesus should
come to shepherds. In that time, the
shepherds were not liked by many people
They could not keep all the religious
rules. Their sheep made too many
demands on them. So the religious people
looked down on them.
God’s message about the birth of
Jesus came to these simple men. It is
possible that these shepherds were the
ones in charge of the Temple lambs. It is
a lovely thought that it was shepherds
who were the first to see the Lamb of
God who takes away the sins of the
world.
A Light in the Darkness
A boy from the mountains once
joined his father and brothers working in
a coal mine. He drove the empty mine
train to the place where the miners would
fill it with coal.
There was one problem---a
dangerous stretch of track where rocks
sometimes fell and blocked the train’s
way. The boy was afraid, but he started
18

Christmas Lesson

the train. He drove it into the dark mountain
tunnel around one blind turn after another.
He felt helpless.
Then in the distance he saw a small
light. It grew brighter. As the train went on,
he could see a hand, then a person. It was the
boy’s father, holding out a lamp for him.
And so it is with each of us who live in
a world filled with fear. Christians can face
the darkness and the blind track. We know
that ahead of us our Father holds a light.
God became Man. He came down to
that little stable in Bethlehem to bring His
light to the whole dark world. Because of
what happened in Bethlehem centuries ago,
we can put our fears behind us. We know that
the light will always be there.
The coming of Jesus is a message of
joy and hope for all people, even those others
hate and despise. God comes to ordinary
people, not just to the rich and powerful. He
comes to all who will receive Him!
The shepherds went to see the Baby.
As they left the stable, they told everyone the
good news they had received from God. What
a joyful message we have to tell!
If you are not a Christian, pray to
Christ to give you new spiritual life in
Him. Then share your joy. Tell someone the
Good News today!
Things to Think About
1. The Lord Christ deserves our praise.
2. God the Father has given Christ power
over the heavens and the earth.
3. All people, from every country and every
race are His children.
4. We should praise Him everyday.
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Obey God
and Share Your Faith
How does faith work? First, a
Christian should think of everything in life
as joy. That is not always easy. But if we
invite God into our lives, that becomes
easier. We can praise God in spite of the
troubles we have. God will help us through
the bad times.
Second, everyone will have storms in
life. The question is when not if. A Christian
can prepare for the bad times by studying
God’s word. By realizing God’s authority, a
Christian can plan ahead. We can be ready
for the bad times by studying God’s word.
We learn that God has the right to tell us
what to do. A Christian can plan ahead. We
can be ready for the bad times.
Third, God’s plan is to teach us
patience and good character. He wants to
give us peace of mind. But He can only do
that when the Christian is willing to listen to
God’s word.
One God
If there is one God and one God only,
then there is one faithful fellowship. There is
one people of God. There is one source of
Life. There is one relationship and one
choice.
Since there is only one God, there is
one fellowship of people who are together in
faith. We should experience great wonder
and awe at what God has done.

Adult Bible Study
in Basic English

Bible Text
Deuteronomy 6:1-12, 20-25
Memory Verse
Deuteronomy 6:5
“And you must love the Lord your God
with all your heart
and with all your soul
and with all your strength.”
Word List
encouraged: to inspire with courage or
spirit
influence: the power to make others want
to change
relationship: to be connected to others by
blood, marriage, or emotions
salvation: the act of saving, saving from
sin though faith in Jesus Christ
Deuteronomy 6:1-12, 20-25
1 “These are the Laws which the Lord
your God has told me to teach you. You
are to do them in the land you are going
to take for your own.
2 Then you and your son and your
grandson will fear the Lord your God
You will obey all His Laws that I tell

Continued next page
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you, all the days of your life. And
then you will have a longer life.
O Israel, you should listen and be
careful to do them. Then it will go well
with you. And you will become many
in a land flowing with milk and honey.
This is what the Lord, the God of your
fathers, has promised you.
“Hear, 0 Israel! The Lord our God is
one Lord!
And you must love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your strength.
Keep these words in your heart that I
am telling you today.
Do your best to teach them to your
children. Talk about them when you sit
in your house and when you walk on
the road and when you lie down and
when you get up.
Tie them as something special to see
on your hand and on your forehead.
Write them beside the door of your
house and on your gates.
The Lord your God will bring you into
the land He promised to your fathers,
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to give to
you. There will be big and beautiful
cities which you did not build.
Houses will be full of good things
which you did not fill. There will be
pools for keeping water which you did
not dig, and grape vines and olive trees
which you did not plant. You will eat
and be filled.

Unit 1, Lesson 4

Why did God reveal Himself to
people? The answer is clear: "Then you and
your son and your grandson will fear the
Lord your God. You will obey all His Laws
that I tell you, all the days of your life. And
then you will have a longer life." (6:2)
"Hear"
If there are many gods, what one
believes about them is not very important.
But since there is only one God, what we
believe is most important. "Hear, O Israel!
The Lord our God is one Lord!" (6:4) We
must love the Lord and serve Him with all
12 But then be careful not to forget the Lord
Who brought you from the land where
you were held as servants.
...

20 “In time to come your son will ask you,
‘What do all the Laws mean which the
Lord told you?’
21 Then say to your son, ‘We were servants
of Pharaoh in Egypt. But the Lord brought
us out of Egypt with a strong hand.
22 The Lord showed us great and powerful
works against Egypt, Pharaoh, and all
those of his house.
23 The Lord brought us out from there to
bring us into the land He had promised to
our fathers.’
24 So the Lord told us to do all these Laws
and to fear the Lord our God for good
always, as it is today.
25 We will be right with the Lord our God if
we are careful to obey all of the Law
before Him, just as He told us.
20
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planted.
Moses did not want the people to
forget that the Lord had made it all
possible. Also, he encouraged them to
fear the Lord. Moses wanted them to
serve the Lord and to swear by His name.
That is good advice for all of us!
The Meaning of Life and Law
The question-and-answer style is used
all through the book of Deuteronomy.
The meaning of life is an issue for
every generation of people. What’s the
meaning of it all---worship, ministry,
service, mission? Discuss this question
with others.
The answer to the meaning of life
may be seen in the actions of God. How
was Israel to answer their children in
future generations? They were to tell
their children what God had done in their
lives. They were to tell them how God
brought salvation to them.
Today we can do this. We must tell
children what God has done for us. In
this way they learn the meaning of life.
Things to Think About
1. What are the main parts of our faith?
2. What is the meaning of life?
3. What should you tell your child about
your faith?
4. Could you tell your child or family
members about your faith in God?

our might.
Faith must be practiced. The words
that describe our faith must be written
upon the heart. That means written in the
heart and the will. Those words are to be
taught to children. They must be talked
about. They must be lived out in life.
Teaching and Learning
Deuteronomy teaches much about
teaching and learning. "Keep these words
in your heart that I am telling you today.
Do your best to teach them to your
children. Talk about them when you sit in
your house and when you walk on the
road and when you lie down and when
you get up." (verses 6-7)
The teaching church will never
reach great things without the home. The
family cannot do what it needs to do
without the helpful influence of a
teaching church. Each is a partner with
the other in keeping the faith.
A Forgotten Father?
There can be no faithful fellowship
if believers forget God their Father. God
made it possible for the people of Israel
to live in the new land. The goodness of
that land was a reward for the people.
They came into a land with cities they
had not built. There were houses filled
with good things. They drank from wells
they had not dug. They ate from
vineyards and olive trees they had not
21
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Unit 2

GOD'S MESSAGE IN THE

FORMER PROPHETS
Adult Bible Study
in Basic English

Lesson 5
The Cycle of Sin
Judges 2:11-19
Lesson 6
God’s Sure Promise
2 Samuel 7:1-17
Lesson 7
When People Reject God
2 Kings 17:5-19; 24:1-4, 18-20
Word Study
Prophets: men who spoke for God

Unit Two, “God’s message in the Former
Prophets,” is made up of three lessons
from the part of the Bible called the
Former Prophets. These lessons give a
quick look at how God worked with His
people during this time. It shows the
meaning of these verses for our lives.
Lesson 5 deals with the period of the
judges---a cycle of sin, punishment,
turning to God, and then deliverance by a
judge.
Lesson 6 is taken from the time of David,
Israel’s second king.
Lesson 7 studies verses from 2 Kings. They
are about the fall of Israel and then of Judah
because of their sins against God.

The Cycle of Sin
1. The People Sin

Bible Text
Judges 2:11-19

÷

4. God Saves
His People by
Sending Them a
Military Leader

ù

Memory Verse
Romans 10:9
“ If you say with your mouth that Jesus is
Lord, and believe in your heart that God
raised Him from the dead, you will be
saved from the punishment of sin.”

2. The People
are Punished
for Their Sin

ù

ù

Adult Bible Study
in Basic English

3. The People Repent
and Turn Back to God
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Hui Li wanted to become a Christian.
Ashtoreth: the Canaanite people thought
But she waited. She told her Sunday school
this false goddess could make people able to teacher she loved and trusted Jesus, but she
have babies. She was their goddess of love
still waited.
and war.
Hui Li’s teacher knew that Hui Li
Baal: the Canaanite people thought this
loved Jesus and wanted to be His child. She
false god brought the rain and storms. They
could not understand why Hui Li waited to
also believed that he made the land give
be baptized.
good crops.
Finally, Hui Li explained. She waited
consequences: something that happens as a
because she wanted to stop some bad habits
result of something else, end result
before she came to be baptized. She thought
cycle: one thing happening after another
and another, then all happening again
she was not good enough to be a Christian
decline: to lose purpose, to go down,
if she had bad habits.
become weak
Hui Li made the mistake many people
dedication: devotion to a person or sacred
make. They think they must be perfect before
purpose, loyal
they can be Christians. Jesus was the only
idolatry: worship of idols, false gods
perfect person in the world. He does not
pagan: people who worship false gods
expect us to be perfect. He expects our faith
political: having to do with governing
and our love. And He will help us try our
best to be like Him.
Judges 2:11-19
11 Then the people of Israel sinned in the
The Lord is Our Helper
eyes of the Lord. They served the Baals,
God helps people leave off their
the gods of the Canaanites.
sinful ways. When we stop our sinning and
12 They turned away from the Lord, the
turn to God, He will help us overcome the
God of their fathers, Who had brought
results of our sin. Why do we keep doing
them out of the land of Egypt. They
wrong in the same way? We should think
followed other gods of the nations
about our sin when we suffer the
around them, and worshiped them. So
consequences. What can we do about it?
they made the Lord angry.
The Jews were living in the Promised
13 They turned away from the Lord and
Land. But they had not done everything God
served Baal and the Ashtaroth.
14 The Lord was angry with Israel. He gave had told them to do. He had told the Jews to
drive all the pagan peoples out of the land.
them into the hands of angry men who
robbed them. He sold into the hands of
There were sections of unclaimed
those around them who hated them.
land. Many Canaanites still lived there.
Word List

Continued next page
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their failure, it was a failure of their
covenant with God. He knew that idolatry
was soon to follow.
A Change Was Needed
Joshua was dead. The people who had
followed him into the Promised Land were
dead. Those people had learned a lesson
through the time of wandering in the
wilderness. They had learned their lesson in
fighting the people of Canaan.
The lesson those older Israelites had
learned was that obedience to God brings
good things. Disobedience to God brings
trouble. The sons and daughters of Israel did
not remember God’s goodness. They did not
keep His laws.
From this point on, Israel headed into
both spiritual and political decline.
From a political and a military view,
there was a need for a more complete
victory of the Promised Land. Spiritually,
there was still a greater lesson to be learned.
The Cult of Baal
Because the Israelites had not driven
all the Canaanites out of the Promised Land,
they saw the pagan practices around them.
They began to farm. They became more
interested in Baal, Canaanite’s false god.
This led to intermarriage, idolatry, and
immorality. The combination of national sin
and pagan people resulted in the Jews
following the leaders of the pagan. It was
just as God had said.

15 The Lord punished them everywhere
they went. The Lord did what He had
told them and promised them He would
do. The people were very troubled.
16 Then the Lord gave them special men to
judge between what was right or wrong.
These men saved them from those who
robbed them.
17 But the people did not listen to those
chosen to judge. The people were not
faithful to the Lord and they worshiped
other gods. They were quick to turn
aside from the way their fathers had
walked in obeying the Laws of the Lord.
They did not do as their fathers had done.
18 When the Lord gave them special men
to judge them, the Lord was with the
judge, And He saved them from those
who hated them. For the Lord showed
them pity because of their pain when
others made it hard for them and hurt
them.
19 But when the judge died, they would
turn again and act worse than their
fathers. They would follow other gods
and serve them and worship them. They
would not give up their sinful acts or
their strong wills.

As long as the Canaanites stayed,
the Israelites would intermarry with
them. They would begin to worship
their pagan gods.
It may have been that the Jews
were interested in the pagan culture
about them. Whatever the reasons for
24
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During this time, the Israelites
went through many cycles of sin and
oppression. Fortunately, they also had
times when they were sorry for their sins.
And each time God gave them a leader to
help them out of their troubles.
The Judges
“The Lord gave the people special
men to judge between what was right
and wrong.” (Judges 2:16)
Each of these judges led only a
few tribes of the people of Israel. The
total time of their leadership was about
450 years. But some of them lived during
the same period. So this time was about
335 years.
When the people listened to the
judges, the Lord took pity on them. He
saved them. But the people quickly
forgot the Lord. They went back to their
bad habits.
When a judge died, the people
turned again and acted worse than their
fathers. They would not give up their
sinful ways. Finally, the Lord became
angry.
God decided to stop helping the
people. He let the pagan people stay. He
decided to test the Israelites to see if they
would keep His ways.
The Cycle of Sin
This history of the Jews was long
ago. But it could happen today. How
often do we leave the way we know to be
the right way? We are tempted so easily.
25
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Many years ago, my husband was
offered a great new job. It was in another
state. He would be president of a bank.
He would make twice as much money. He
would be given a fine car and the use of
an airplane.
I had “money signs in my eyes.” I
thought the job would be wonderful. But
my husband was smarter. He said, “Why
would they offer me so much? Something
is wrong.” He did not take the job.
A friend of ours took the job. It
turned out to be a mistake. The people
who owned the bank were not honest.
They had wanted an honest man to take
the job. But they wanted to do dishonest
things in the bank. And our friend went
to jail.
It is so easy to be blinded by sinful
things. The “easy way” looks so good to
us. But there is always a payment to be
made.
The Lord knows when we are
troubled. He knows when we have
problems. And He is always there to
guide us. He is always near us to help
and comfort. Lean on Him every day.
Things to Think About
1 Why did the Israelites turn away from
God?
2 Have you ever had a problem with the
“easy way?”
3 Always remember that God loves you
and wants to help you follow the right
path.
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God’s Sure Promise
Salvation is for all people, rich or
poor, good or bad. The color of our skins
does not matter. The country we come from
does not matter. God loves us all and wants
us to be His children.
God made us in His image. But no
two people are exactly alike. God loves each
of us just the way we are. He knows and
understands our problems. He loves us
even when we sin against Him. He forgives
us when we have a hard time forgiving each
other.
Several years ago I had a young
German pastor in my English class. He was
in the United States to study. We became
good friends. We have been writing letters to
each other since he went back to Germany.
Not long ago I received a letter full of
problems. Hans was sad and discouraged
about his church. Some of the members of
his church were making trouble. They knew
that some of the younger people were
smoking cigarettes. They thought those
people should be thrown out of the church if
they didn't stop smoking.
The older people were making the
mistake of thinking they were better
Christians because they didn't smoke. They
were not reaching out to the younger people
in love. They were critical and not loving.
Hans tried to explain that God loves us

Adult Bible Study
in Basic English

Bible Text
2 Samuel 7:1-17

Memory Verse
2 Samuel 7:22
“For this reason You are great, O Lord
God. There is none like you. And there is
no God but You, by all that we have heard
with our ears.”

Word List
Amalekites---a tribe of people
Ark of the Covenant---a chest or box
which was the symbol of God. The
Israelites carried the Ark through the
desert after the Exodus. It had the flat
stones with the Ten Commandments
written on them. These were proof of the
Agreement between God and the people
of Israel
2 Samuel 7:1-17
1 King David lived in his house. The
Lord had given him rest from all those
around him who hated him. At this
time,
2 the king said to Nathan, the man who
spoke for God, “See now, I live in a
house of cedar wood. But the special
box of God stays within tent curtains.”
3 Nathan said to the king, “Go and do all
Continued next page
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all the same. Even good Christians make
mistakes. But God will help us become the
people He wants us to be. We can depend on
Jesus to help us overcome our bad habits. We
need to help each other. And we need to love
each other as Jesus loves us.
David, King of Israel
King Saul and his son, Jonathan, were
killed in battle with the Amalekites. David
was sad. He sang a beautiful, sad song,
called a lament, to the memory of Saul and
Jonathan.
But David did not become king of the
land of Israel right away. Only after a long
civil war did David become king over the
north (Israel) and the south (Judah).
After David became king over both, he
began to unite them by religion and politics.
God worked in that time just as He works
today. David captured Jerusalem. He built a
palace. He became greater and greater
because the Lord was with him.
The Ark of the Covenant
David brought the Ark of the Covenant
to David's city. He offered a sacrifice. He
took the part of a priest. David jumped and
danced before the Lord. There was special
clothing, sacrifices and excitement. There
was shouting and music. A special tent was
prepared for the Ark. At the end of the
ceremony, David gave a special blessing.
Then he gave raisin cakes and bread to the
people.

that is in your mind. For the Lord is
with you.”
But that same night the word of the
Lord came to Nathan, saying,
“Go and tell My servant David, ‘This
is what the Lord says, “Are you the
one who should build a house for Me
to live in?
I have not lived in a house since the
day I brought the people of Israel from
Egypt to this day. But I have been
moving about with a tent to live in.
In all the places where I have moved
with all the people of Israel, did I say
anything about this to any of the
families of Israel which I told to
shepherd My people? Did I say to any
of them, Why have you not built a
house of cedar wood for Me?’ ”
So now tell My servant David, ‘This is
what the Lord of All says, “I took you
from following the sheep in the field to
be the ruler of My people Israel.
I have been with you in all the places
you have gone. I have destroyed from
in front of you all those who fought
against you. I will make you a great
name, like the names of the great men
who are on the earth.
I will choose a place for My people
Israel and will plant them, that they
may live in their own place and not be
troubled again. The sinful will not
bring trouble to them any more, as they
did before
since the day I told special people to

Continued next page
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12

13

14

15

16
17

rule My people Israel. I will give you
rest from all those who hate you. And
the Lord makes known to you that He
will make a house for you.
When your days are done and you lie
down with your fathers, I will raise up
your son after you, who will be born
from you. And I will build his nation.
He will build a house for My name, and I
will build the throne of his nation to last
forever.
I will be a Father to him and he will be a
son to Me. When he sins, I will punish
him with the stick of men. And I will let
the sons of men hit him.
But My loving-kindness will not leave
him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I
took away from you.
Your house and your nation will be made
sure before Me forever.” ’ ”
Nathan said to David all these words of
this special dream.
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After telling the story of how David
restored the Ark, the Bible writer skipped
ahead to a time when David's wars were
over. Now there was time to think about
building a temple.
The Lord Speaks to Nathan
Nathan was a prophet – one who
heard the word of God. He then gave the
Lord's words to the people. David wanted
to build a temple for the Lord. At first,
Nathan told David to go ahead with his
plans. But then, the Lord spoke to Nathan.
That night, Nathan had a dream. Nathan
told David what the Lord had said in his
dream. When the people had been
wandering in the desert, they kept the Ark
in a tent. The Lord had never commanded
them to build a temple. The lack of a
temple had not kept the Lord from doing
anything.
The Lord had changed David from a
shepherd to a king. He had helped David
defeat his enemies. Nathan promised that
David would have many descendants. He
would be the first of many kings.
Nathan told David that the Lord
would give David rest from all the people
who hated him. And He promised to make
a house for David. When David died, the
Lord would raise up a son to rule after him.
Solomon
Nathan's prophecy did not say which
son would follow David, but the Bible
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writer knew that Solomon was that man.
Solomon would build a house for God.
Solomon was promised a kingdom that
would never end.
Later people remembered this
promise to David. The kings after David
were promised that God would be their
Father. They knew God would bring up
a son of David to rule God’s kingdom.
This hope that a Son of God
would come to rule God's kingdom
came true many years later at the birth
of Jesus. God promised an everlasting
love. This love was first given to Kings.
It has been given to all mankind through
Christ.
David's Prayer
After David heard God's word, as
told to him by Nathan, David forgot
about building a temple. He showed his
humility. David praised God for His past
acts for Israel. He was thankful for the
way God had driven out Israel's
enemies. He rejoiced that God had made
a covenant making Israel the people of
God forever.
David's History
King David is one of the
outstanding people in the Old
Testament. You can read more about his
life in the books of 1st and 2nd Samuel.
You will soon see that David was
not a perfect man. He had many flaws.
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He made many mistakes. But David loved
the Lord. When David made mistakes, he
was sorry. He tried to do what the Lord
wanted him to do.
You and I are not perfect people. We
make mistakes every day. And still, God
loves us. He is always watching. He sees
us: the good and the bad. God is always
waiting to show God is always waiting to
show that we are His children. How
wonderful to know that God loves us
always!
Nathan's prophecy did not say
which son would follow David, but the
Bible writer knew that Solomon was that
man. Solomon would build a house for
God. Solomon was promised an
everlasting kingdom. It is clear that this
prophecy was meant for all the
descendants of David.
Later generations remembered this
promise to David. The kings after David
were promised that God would be their
Father. They expected God to bring up a
son of David to rule God’s kingdom.
Things to Think About
1. Do you know that God loves you?
2. Are you sorry for the mistakes you have
made?
3. God is always ready to forgive our
mistakes.
4. Give your heart to God today.
29
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When People Say No to God

Adult Bible Study
in Basic English

Bible Text
2 Kings 17:5-19;
24:1-4, 18-20
Memory Verse
“Turn from your sinful ways and obey My
laws. Keep all the laws which I gave your
fathers, and which I gave to you through
My servants and men of God.” . . .
“But they did not listen.”
2 Kings 17: 13b—14a
Word List
captivity: to be captured by another
to cast lots: like throwing dice to make
decisions
heathen: people who do not know God
obedience: to obey
reign: the time a king rules over the land

2 Kings 17:5-19
5 Then the king of Assyria came against all the
land. He went up to Samaria and kept soldiers
around it for three years.
6 In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of
Assyria took Samaria in battle, and took the
people of Israel away to Assyria. He had
them live in Halah and Habor, by the river of
Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes.
Continued next page
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Who is the most important person in a
country? Is it the president? Is it the prime
minister? Perhaps the head of government is
a king or queen.
Not all leaders are good leaders.
Some are selfish and greedy. They want
wealth and power. They do not care about
their people. It is a fortunate country which
has a leader who cares about the people who
live in that country.
A good leader should be a person of
good character who is fair and just. A good
leader is a servant of the people. The welfare
of the people should come first in the
leader's mind and heart.
The people of Israel did not listen to
God's words. They turned away from His
counsel. They followed false gods. They
followed the nations around them.
The people of Israel made God angry.
He turned them over to a bad king.
Jeroboam led the people further away from
God. Jeroboam led them into sinful ways.
He was a sinful king.
When people reject God, they are sure
to be punished. That is what happened to the
people of Israel and Judah.
The Reign of Jeroboam
Jeroboam was king of Israel about
forty-one years. His reign was successful if
one thinks only of money and the good
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7 This happened because the people of Israel
had sinned against the Lord their God. He had
brought them up from the land of Egypt from
under the power of Pharaoh, king of Egypt.
But they worshiped other gods.
8 They walked in the ways of the nations the
Lord had driven out from the people of Israel.
And they walked in the ways the kings of
Israel had started.
9 The people of Israel did things in secret which
were not right against the Lord their God.
They built high places for themselves in all
their towns, from the smallest town to the
strongest city.
10 They set up holy objects of the false goddess
Asherim on every high hill and under every
green tree.
11 There they burned special perfume on all the
high places, as the nations did which the Lord
carried away from them. They did what was
bad and made the Lord angry.
12 They worshiped false gods, about which the
Lord had told them, “You must not do this.”
13 The Lord told Israel and Judah of the danger,
through all His men who told what would
happen in the future. He said, “Turn from your
sinful ways and obey My Laws. Keep all the
Laws which I gave your fathers, and which I
gave to you through My servants and men of
God.”
14 But they did not listen. They were strongwilled like their fathers, who did not believe in
the Lord their God.
15 They turned away from His Laws and His
agreement which He made with their fathers.

Continued next page

31

Unit 2, Lesson 7

things money brings. People who study
history might call him a great king. People
who study his reign from a religious point of
view would call him a bad, wicked king.
Amos and Hosea were prophets of that
time. They warned of the poor morals of the
people. Amos said that Israel under
Jeroboam was like a basket of over-ripe fruit
that would decay quickly.
The Preaching of Jonah
In the middle of Jeroboam’s reign, one
of the most well-known stories of the Old
Testament happened. Jonah was a man who
lived in southern Galilee. God chose Jonah to
take a message to the heathen people of
Nineveh. That message was that Nineveh
would be destroyed if the people did not
change their evil ways.
Jonah did not want to deliver that
message. Perhaps he was afraid. Perhaps he
had no love for the people of Ninevah. He
ran away from the Lord. He took a ship
which sailed for the city of Tarshish.
There was a great storm. The sailors
were afraid the board might sink. They
cast lots to see who was the cause of the
great storm. The lot fell on Jonah.
The sailors asked Jonah what they
must do. Jonah knew the storm was his fault.
He told the sailors to throw him into the sea.
When they threw Jonah overboard, the sea
grew calm. A great fish swallowed Jonah. He
was in the fish three days and three nights.
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15 They turned away when He told them of
danger. They followed false gods, and
became empty. They followed the nations
around them. But the Lord told them not to
act like them.
16 They turned away from all the Laws of the
Lord their God and made objects to look like
false gods. They made two calves and an
object to look like the false goddess Asherah.
And they worship all the stars of heaven and
worked for Baal.
17 Then they gave their sons and daughters as
burnt gifts. They told the future and used
witchcraft. They sold themselves to do what
is sinful in the eyes of the Lord. And they
made Him angry.
18 The Lord was very angry with Israel, and put
them away from His eyes. None was left
except the family of Judah.
19 Even Judah did not keep the Laws of the Lord
their God. They walked in the ways which
Israel started.
2 Kings 24:1-4, 18-20
1 In his days Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
came up, and Jehoiakim became his servant
for three years. Then he turned against him.
2 The Lord sent armies of Babylonians,
Syrians, Moabites and Ammonites against
Jehoiakim. He sent them against Judah to
destroy it, just as the word of the Lord had
said through His men who spoke for Him.
3 This came upon Judah at the word of the
Lord, to put away from His eyes because of
the sins Manasseh had done.
4 And it happened because of the people
Manasseh had killed who were not guilty.
For he filled Jerusalem with their blood and
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Jonah prayed to God. The Lord heard
Jonah’s prayer. The fish spit out Jonah onto
dry land.
Then, Jonah obeyed the Lord. He told
the people of Nineveh that God had said
Nineveh would be destroyed if the people
did not stop sinning. The king and the
people listened. They changed their evil
ways.
When God saw how the people
turned from their evil ways, He decided not
to destroy their city.
The Reign of Hosea
Hosea was the least wicked king of
all the kings of Israel. That did not mean
that he was a good king. He still did evil
things in the sight of the Lord.
Israel had been rejecting the Lord for
centuries. The time of punishment
was soon to be seen. Israel had only a few
years before the complete end of the nation.
the Lord would not forgive.
...
18 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became
king. He ruled for eleven years in Jerusalem. His
mother’s name was Hamutal the daughter of
Jeremiah of Libnah.
19 Zedekiah did what was sinful in the eyes of the Lord.
He did all that Jehoiakim had done.
20 For because of the anger of the Lord, this happened
in Jerusalem and Judah until the Lord put them away
from Him. And Zedekiah turned against the king of
Babylon.

GOD’S MESSAGE IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

Unit 2, Lesson 7

The Lord still loves us. That is a
fact we can believe. When we were
children, we sometimes were bad. Our
parents punished us. Yet, we knew
those parents loved us.
How much more does our Father
in Heaven love us? How many times
does He forgive us? When people
forget God's teaching, we can expect to
be punished. But we can know that
through all our problems, God loves us.
He loves you and me.
If we truly ask for His help, He
will answer.

The Kingdom of Judah
After Israel had fallen, Judah
stood alone. Israel fell because of her
people's lack of obedience to God.
Judah's day were soon to be over, too.
Because of Judah's sin against God, the
people would be taken away into
captivity by the Babylonians.
There was hope for the salvation
of Judah. When Hezekiah was king, he
listened to the prophet Isaiah. But
Manassah's reign was full of bad things.
The people of Judah grew so wicked,
that God's mercy was at an end. In spite
of some good later kings, Judah was
marked for destruction. The end of
Judah finally came in 587 B.C.
The Lord never stopped loving
His people. There was good yet to
come to the people of God. The Lord
promised David, “He will build a house
for My name, and I will build the
throne of his nation to last forever.”
(2 Samuel 7:13)
Who, Me?
What does this history mean to
us? Does God really punish sin? The
anger of the Lord brought about the
destruction of Israel and Judah. It was
caused by the terrible sins of the
people. Can we escape the Lord's
punishment today when we sin against
God? What do you think?

Things to Think About
1. When we sin, we are sure to be
punished.
2. How do the sins of Israel and Judah
relate to us today?
3. God is always willing to forgive.
4. His love is always with us.
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Unit 3: GOD’S MESSAGE
IN THE LATTER PROPHETS
Unit 3, “God’s Message in the Latter
Prophets,” is made up of lessons from four of
Israel’s prophets---Amos, Hosea, Jeremiah,
and Isaiah. Each lesson shows how we can
apply these truths to our lives today.
Lesson 8, from Amos and Jeremiah, is called
God’s Wake-up Call---for Us? This lesson
continues from Lesson 7 to show that Israel
and Judah were destroyed for doing wrong.
Lesson 9, “God’s Heart,” is from a touching
passage in Hosea 11. It shows God being sad
for Israel as a parent is sad for a sinful child.
Lesson 10, “God’s New Covenant,” is about
the promise of the New Testament in the Old
Testament from Jeremiah 31:27-37.
Lesson 11, “God’s Servant, Our Savior,”
deals with a most important Scripture of the
Old Testament, Isaiah 53.

Adult Bible Study
in Basic English

Lesson 8
God’s Wake-up Call —For Us?
Amos 5:4-12, 21-24 Jeremiah 7:2-11
Lesson 9
God’s Seeking Heart
Hosea 11:1-11
Lesson 10
God’s New Covenant
Jeremiah 31:27-37
Lesson 11
God’s Servant, Our Savior
Isaiah 53: 1-12

God’s Wake-Up Call—For Us?
We make promises every day. Some
promises are kept. Some are broken. Broken
promises cause sadness. Sometimes, broken
promises get us into trouble.
The Bible is a special Book. It is God’s
Word. It tells God’s plan for all people. It
shows the way to eternal life. The Bible also
tells the history of the Jewish people.
Many times the people of Israel sinned
against God. Each time they were sorry and
repented of their sins. God forgave them.
They promised to do the things God told them

Adult Bible
Study in Basic

Bible Text
Amos 5:4-12, 21-24; Jeremiah 7:2-11
Memory Verse
Isaiah 59:1
“See, the Lord’s hand is not so short that it
cannot save, and His ear is not closed that it
cannot hear.”
Word List
appreciated: to be grateful for; to value
highly
Continued next page
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destruction---to destroy
disaster---an event that causes great damage or
hardship
eternal: for ever and ever; always
heathen: one who does not believe in God
prophecies: tell God’s word, to predict; tell the
future
persecuted: bad treatment, persecuted for
beliefs
sacrifices: gift offering of animal or plant life
to God

4
5

6

7

8

9
10

Amos 5:4-12, 21-24
The Lord says to the people Israel, “Look
for Me and live.
But do not look for Bethel. Do not go to
Gilgal or cross over to Beersheba. For the
people of Gilgal will be taken away to a
strange land, and Bethel will come to
nothing.”
Look for the Lord and live, or He will break
out like fire in the family of Joseph. It will
destroy, and no one in Bethel will be able to
stop it.
You turn what is right into something bitter.
You throw what is right and good down to
the earth.
The Lord made the stars of Pleiades and
Orion. He changes darkness into morning;
and turns day into night. He calls for the
water of the sea and pours them out on the
earth. The Lord is His name.
He destroys the strong, so that the strong
city is laid waste.
They hate him who speaks words in the
gate. They hate him who speaks the truth.
Continued next page
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to do. And then they broke their promises
to God.
God saved the people from their
enemies many times. He gave them
freedom when they had been in Egypt.
He did many kind things for them. The
people made honest promises to God.
But the people began to sin against
God. They sinned for a long time. They
had forgotten their promises. And God
was angry. He warned the people that if
they did not live by His covenant they
would have trouble.
Only a loving Father would
forgive His children so many times. How
glad we are that we have such a kind
Father!
The Prophecies of Amos
Jeroboam was king of Israel.
Uzziah was king of Judah. In those days
God called a lowly shepherd from a
place near Bethlehem in Judah to speak
His word against several nations. But
Amos was to prophesy mainly against
Israel.
Amos came to Israel at a time
when Jeroboam had had great success
with their armies. Those successful wars
had brought much good to the people, in
the way of money and a good living. But
the new wealth of the people also had
brought with it selfishness and greed.
The people had begun to do bad things.

GOD’S MESSAGE IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

11 You crush the poor under foot and make
them pay taxes with their grain. Because of
this, even though you have built houses of
cut stone, you will not live in them and
even though you have planted beautiful
grape fields, you will not drink their wine.
12 For I know that you have done much
wrong and your sins are many. You make
trouble for those who are right and good,
and you take pay in secret for wrong-doing.
You will not be fair to the poor.
Jeremiah 7:2-11
2 “Stand in the gate of the Lord’s house and
make this word known: ‘Hear the word of
the Lord, all you men of who go through
these gates to worship the Lord!’”
3 The Lord of All, the God of Israel, says,
“Change your ways and your works for the
better, and I will let you live in this place.
4 Do not trust the lies that say, ‘This is the
house of the Lord, the house of the Lord, the
house of the Lord.’
5 For if you for sure change your ways and
what you do for the better, if you are fair as
you judge between a man and his neighbor,
6 if you do not make it hard for the stranger
from another land, or the child whose
parents have died, or the woman whose
husband has died, and do not kill those who
are not guilty in this place, and stop going
after other gods, for that will destroy you,
7 then I will let you live in this place, in the
land that I gave to your fathers forever and
ever.
8 See you are trusting in lies which cannot
help you.
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Amos spoke against both Israel
and Judah. He said their worship had
no meaning. He wanted the people to
use the same judgment in their religious
worship as they did in their daily lives.
These people gave the Lord
many sacrifices. But they refused to
give justice to the poor and needy.
It is not a surprise that Amaziah,
the high priest, did not like Amos’
prophecies. Selfish religious people had
led the people into their meaningless
form of religion.
A Prophet
How did one become a prophet
of God? Most of the time, prophets had
training. That is not the case with some
of God’s most important servants. From
Samuel to Elisha to Amos as well as
other prophets, the pattern was always
the same. God directly called his
prophets to their special ministry.
It should not surprise us that
9 Will you steal, kill, do sex sins, make
false promises, give gifts to the false god
Baal. And go after other gods that you
have not known,
10 And then come and stand before Me in
this house which is called by My name,
and say, ‘We are safe and free!’ and can
do all these hated sins?
11 Has this house which is called by My name
become a place of robbers in your eyes?
See, I Myself have seen it,” says the Lord.
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Finally, God promised to be with
Jeremiah through all the terrible trials he
would face
Peace, Peace
The priests and the false prophets
were telling the people how good everything
was. They predicted “peace, peace.” And at
the same time, Jeremiah was telling the
people that Jerusalem would fall. The people
liked the ones who brought the message of
“peace.” They turned against Jeremiah. He
was the prophet of doom.
Little did the people realize that their
time of doom was coming. The political
affairs of the country were changing. Within
15 years, Nineveh would fall. Seven years
later, Assyria, Babylonia and Egypt would
go to war. Babylon was to win the war.
Through it all, Judah would be in
constant danger. It was Jeremiah’s thankless
job to bring God’s message. He had to bring
that message to a people who did not want
to hear it!
What a great mission for this young
man. How amazed he must have been to
learn that he was chosen for the special
mission before he was born!
Jeremiah’s Sermon
Jeremiah spoke to the people as they
went in to the temple gates. He told the
people to change their ways. He told them to
forget the hope that the priests had given
them --- that the Temple would give them

some of those special prophets did not
want to take on the job of moral
leadership. They were hardly ever
appreciated. More often than not, they
were actually persecuted.
The Prophecies of Jeremiah
One example of how God called
his prophets is seen in the call of
Jeremiah. It was in the year 626 BC.
Jeremiah may have had a good reason
to be afraid to answer God’s call. At
the time of his call, he was still a very
young man.
If Jeremiah had known how
much trouble he would face in the next
50 years, he would probably have tried
to escape his calling just as Jonah did.
God spoke to Jeremiah through
two visions. The first was a branch of
an almond tree. God explained that He
was watching what was happening in
Israel. The second vision was of a
boiling pot, an Oriental symbol of a
raging war.
Through that symbol God told
Jeremiah that destruction was to come
from the north. This meant the
invasion by Babylon.
God told Jeremiah that his
mission was to be one of rebuke and
judgment on the people. But at the
same time, he would encourage the
people.
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peace. They thought it would not be
possible for their God to be overcome by
the heathen enemy. So, the people and
the land would be safe and secure.
The prophet said that if there was
a great change in the people’s ways, they
might be saved. But they must seek
justice, stop murdering and stop
worshiping idols. If they did those
things, they might hope to live in their
land.
But, Jeremiah thought they would
not change. The people believed they
could do theft, adultery, lying, and
worshiping idols. Then, they wanted God
to save them from their enemies.
Jeremiah predicted that their
constant saying no to God would bring
the destruction of their beautiful Temple.
And their people would be taken into
exile like their relatives in Israel.
What Does This Story Tell us?
This history happened many, many
years ago. But there is a lesson to be
learned from it today. God warned the
people that failure to live by God’s
covenant would result in disaster.
What does God expect of us?
What makes us think we can pay no
attention to His will? Our ideas about
faith and life must be reshaped by what
God demands of us.
There is, after all, a great deal of
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human happiness in the world---even a
world so torn and upset with conflict,
cruelty and greed. So it has always been.
And so it always will be.
God is always watching over us. He
never stops His loving care of us. The
lasting spark of joy never goes out.
Things to Think About
1. How does this Bible history apply to us
today?
2. Can you think of ways we should change
our sinful ways?
3. What qualities does God expect of us?
4. Remember, our God is always watching
over us.
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God’s Seeking Heart

Adult Bible Study
in Basic English

Bible Text
Hosea 11:1-11
Memory Verse
Hosea 12:6
“So return to your God. Show kindness
and do what is fair, and wait for your God
all the time.”
Word List
adultery: breaking the marriage promise
by sexual sin
Communist: no private ownership
discipline: training to follow the rules
infidelity: being unfaithful or
committing adultery
reference: to direct attention to something
yearning: deep longing, tenderness
Hosea 11:1-11
1 “When Israel was a child, I loved him.
And I called My son out of Egypt.
2 The more I called them, the more they
went from Me. They kept giving gifts in
worship to the Baals and burning special
perfume to false gods.
3 Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk.
I took them in My arms. But they did not
know that I healed them.
Continued next page
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A few years ago there was an “Iron
Curtain” in Europe. This “curtain” kept out
anything to do with God and his Word. There
were many Christians who lived inside the
Communist countries. If the people were able
to go to church at all, it was very difficult.
No new Bibles could be printed. It was
against the law to tell other people about
Jesus. The Christians were persecuted.
Two young pastors in West Germany
prayed about the problem a long time. They
decided on a plan. They would take Bibles
across the border.
They asked other Christians to help
them. They built a false gas tank in the car.
They made places where they could hide other
things, too.
When they reached the border, the
guards looked at the car, inside and outside.
They could find nothing. All the time, the
pastors were asking God to help them. Finally,
the soldiers let them go. The Bibles were safe!
Across the border, the pastors visited
many Christian churches. They learned how
the people were being persecuted. Christians
lost their jobs. They could not buy food and
medicine. They had to keep their faith secret.
Some of the people had not seen a Bible
in many years. Some young people had never
seen one. They welcomed the two young
pastors joyfully. How glad they were to see the
new Bibles!
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The rules against Christianity are
different now. The Iron Curtain has come
down. Governments have changed. The truth
of Jesus is easier to tell now.
God keeps yearning to draw us back to
Him. Even when we reject Him, He loves us.
How will we respond to God’s great love for
us?
Israel
Even after a century-and-a-half of
being part of a broken kingdom, the people of
Israel were not willing to put away their
idols. They did not stop their worship of their
pagan Baal. The sight of men and women
bowing in worship to sticks and stones must
have made God unhappy.
God made those people. He also made
those sticks and stones. How could those
sticks and stones have power?
God had shown His concern, His love,
and His protection over many years. He had
watched lovingly over each generation of this
nation. It was to this nation that He had
specially chosen to reveal Himself.
To God, the people of Israel had been
like a wife in covenant relationship
with Him. But their idolatry was a constant
reminder of their unfaithfulness Each
generation had been wicked. They had
worshiped false idols.
Now the time was quickly coming
when God was going to put Israel away
like a wife caught in adultery.

4 I led them with ropes of human
kindness, with ties of love. I lifted the
load from their neck and went down to
feed them.
5 “They will not return to the land of
Egypt, and Assyria will be their king,
because they would not return to Me.
6 The sword will come upon their cities
and destroy their gates. And it will
destroy them because their plans.
7 My people are always turning from Me.
Even when those who speak for the
Lord call them the Most High, no one
honors Him.
8 “How can I give you up, O Ephraim?
How can I give you up, O Israel? How
can I make you like Admah? How can I
make you like Zeboiim? My heart will
not let Me do it. I love you very much.
9 I will not do anything in My burning
anger. I will not destroy Ephraim again.
For I am God and not man. I am the
Holy One among you, and I will not
come in anger.
10 They will follow the Lord and He will
make noise like a lion. Yes, He will
make noise like a lion and His children
will come from the west shaking with
fear.
11 They come shaking like birds from
Egypt, and like doves from the land of
Assyria. And I will return them to their
homes,” says the Lord.

40

GOD’S MESSAGE IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

The Prophecies of Hosea
God wanted to Israel to leave
these false gods. He wanted to show her
the danger of her infidelity. God called
upon Hosea to bring His message. He
wanted Hosea to warn the people. Hosea
was to preach and prophesy.
The next part of the history seems
strange to us. But God had his own
reasons. God called upon Hosea to
marry a woman. God knew she would
not be faithful to Hosea.
His wife, Gomer, had children
with other men. The children had names
which told God’s prophecy. The first,
Jezreel, predicted that the people of
Israel would be scattered by God. This
referred to foreign invaders who would
conquer the people.
The second child, Lo-ruhamah,
warned that when the time came, God
would be without mercy. As if that were
not enough, the third child, Lo-ammi,
told of God’s giving up on Israel. At
last, God would say, “not my people.”
God’s Message of Hope
Hosea’s wife, Gomer, was
unfaithful to Hosea. She left with
another man. This was a picture of how
Israel was unfaithful by worshiping
other gods. And yet, as always, God
spoke a message of hope through Hosea.
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Later, Gomer became a slave.
Hosea found her. He had never stopped
loving her. So he bought her and brought
her home. Just as Hosea had shown
mercy to Gomer, God stood ready to
save His people from sin. But this time,
God would not renew His love so easily.
God had been generous with His
people in the past. But this time would
be different. Israel would know real
suffering. Israel’s people would need
discipline before being brought back to
God’s love and favor.
Hosea’s Ministry
The prophet Hosea began his
ministry during the time of King
Jeroboam. He continued his work for the
next 60 or 65 years. It continued during
the time of the next two or three kings of
Israel.
It is difficult to tell exactly when
he gave his rebukes and warnings. They
are listed at this point to show the central
message.
Hosea’s prophecies against Israel
began with a reference to his own
unhappy marriage. He told of the anger
and sorrow he felt himself. No message
could have more force than one growing
out of the messenger’s own experience.
Perhaps this is the reason Hosea’s
prophecies have such power.
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forgive. All you need to do is be truly sorry.
And then, try to make things right with
those you have sinned against. God is
waiting.

Love: The Hope of New Life
In chapter 11 Hosea turned to
Israel’s history to explain the
conditions in the nation. Love was
God’s reason when He took them out
of slavery in Egypt. But from the
beginning, Israel did not appreciate
that great love.
The people of Israel were
stubborn. They did not give up their
idolatry. That spirit was active in the
nation in Hosea’s day. But God’s
strong love was the basis of Israel’s
hope for new life in the future.
Love Our Hope Today
That future is today. How often
we turn away from the way we should
go. How often we do things that must
make the Lord sorry or even angry.
And yet, we know that the Lord is
always ready to forgive us when we
are truly sorry for our mistakes.
“For I am God and not man. I
am the Holy One among you, and I
will not come in anger.” (Hosea 11:9)
God will let us go our own way. Then
he lets us get what is coming to us for
going our own way. At least, God
welcomes us back as the father
welcomed back the prodigal son
Today is the day to admit your
mistakes to our Lord. Ask Him to
forgive you. He is always ready to

Meanings of Names
Hosea: salvation or Yahweh (God) helps
Jezreel: Hosea’s first child. Vengeance
Lo-Ruhamah without mercy, or unpitied
Lo-Ammi not my people

Things To Think About
1. Why was God angry with Israel?
2. God is always ready to forgive us.
3. The Lord is always with us, to help and to
guide.
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God’s New Covenant
Sarah Weaver (not her real name) is a
missionary in a Bisu village in northern
Thailand. The ladies in the village were
worried about her unborn baby. "I believe in
the God Who is above all spirits," Sarah told
the women. She told them that God would
protect the baby.
When the baby was born, he was
healthy. He has been well since he was born.
"Your God is really protecting your baby,”
the village women told her. They worship
spirits of the village, forest and fields. They
have no idea about a higher God.
Rules on how to please the spirits often
keep the people very poor. To give a pig to
the spirits costs about two months wages.
The Weaver's home is always open to
the people of the village. "Your heart
just breaks when you see all the villagers'
physical and spiritual needs," Sarah says.
The Weavers have found ways to help the
people earn money. They are helping with
education. No Bisu has ever graduated from
high school or college.
The Weavers are translating the Bisu
language. They are explaining God's plan.
"As God's plan is explained story by story in
the language of their hearts, the Bisu will
understand God's plan for them." *

Adult Bible Study
in Basic English

Bible Text
Jeremiah 31:27-34
Memory Verse
Jeremiah 31:33
“I will put My Law into their minds.
And I will write it on their hearts.
I will be their God,
and they will be My people.”
Word Study
disaster: a terrible event, causing great
damage
tornado: a strong wind storm
Jeremiah 31:27-34
27 “See, the days are coming,” says the
Lord, “when I will plant the people of
Israel and the people of Judah with the
seed of man and the seed of animal.
28 And as I have watched over them to pull
up, to break down, to take power away,
to destroy, and to bring trouble, so I will
watch them to build and to plant,” says
the Lord.
29 “In those days they will no longer say,
“The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and
the children got the sour taste.’
Continued next page

* BISU FIND GOD IN LANGUAGE OF THE HEART By Lisa Jones,
Fellowship! June, 2000
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30 But every one will die for his own sin.
Each man who eats the sour grapes
will get the sour taste.
31 The days are coming,” says the Lord,
“when I will make a New Way of
Worship for the family groups of
Israel and Judah.
32 The New Way of Worship will not be
like the Old Way of Worship I gave to
their early fathers. That was when I
took them by the hand and led them
out of Egypt. But they did not follow
the Old Way of Worship I gave to
their early fathers. That was when I
took them by the hand and led them
out of Egypt. But the did not follow
the Old Way of Worship, even when I
was a husband to them.” says the
Lord.
33 “This is the New Way of Worship that
I will give to Israel. When that day
comes,” says the Lord, “ I will put My
Law into their minds. And I will write
it on their hearts. I will be their God,
and they will be My people.
34 No one will need to teach his neighbor
or his brother to know the Lord. All of
them will already know Me from the
least to the greatest,” says the Lord. “I
will forgive their sins. I will
remember their sins no more.”
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Jeremiah's prophesy
When Jeremiah prophesied about the
people's coming problems, the people didn't
want to hear. They did not want to listen. The
people turned to other prophets. They wanted
another opinion.
This time has been called the “age of
the prophets.” Many people spoke in God's
name. Many claimed to know God's will. It
was not easy to tell the true from the false.
The people looked for a message that
was not filled with sorrow and doom. They
wanted to be comforted. They did not want
to hear Jeremiah’s prophesies.
Perhaps Jeremiah was a little unsure,
himself. Why should he be the only one
preaching doom? Could he have
misunderstood God's revelations? Was it
possible that the other prophets were right?
Or perhaps Jeremiah was really sure of
his prophesies. It may be that he needed to
know how to answer those who spoke
against him. Whatever his reasons, Jeremiah
put the question to God. And God gave a
clear answer. Jeremiah spoke God’s truth.
How could God be so harsh to his
people? God's judgment had been coming for
many years. Since idolatry had become so
popular, God was becoming more and more
angry with His people. The Lord knew that
many people had turned to Him. But He also
knew that they would later slide back into the
old pagan ways.
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So at this time in history God was more
cautious.
A New Beginning
The lands of Israel and Judah were
punished. They went through many years
of sorrow. But finally, the people turned
again to God. They realized the mistakes
they had made.
The Lord said that even though He
had punished the people of Israel, He
had always loved them. Now, He would
have mercy on them.
¨ The Lord promised to punish the
peoples who had done evil things to
His children.
¨ Those children left alive would have
everlasting joy.
¨ They would rebuild their country.
¨ They would have things to make their
lives easier.
¨ The people would again truly worship
the Lord.
Each Person is Responsible
God promised to watch over the
people. He promised to help them build
and plant. No longer would the nation
suffer for the wrongs of their fathers.
Each person would be responsible
for his or her own sins. Each person
would stand before God for the good or
bad things he or she had done. The
people of each generation would be
judged for their own lives.
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The New Covenant
God promised to make a new
covenant with Israel and Judah. It was a
covenant divided into four parts:
(1) the law in the person's mind
(2) fellowship between God and his
people
(3) knowledge of God
(4) the forgiveness of sin.
The new covenant would be written
on men and women's hearts, not written in
cold stone. It would not be a command
from God. It would be in their hearts. It
would not be concerned with the letter of
the law. It would be concerned with the
spirit of the covenant.
Moral understanding would come
from knowing God. People would become
more like Him. All this would come from
being in fellowship with God.
With this new covenant the
knowledge of God, the Father, would be
for everyone---from the least to the
greatest.
We, today, can know that the new
covenant is still in effect for all of people
The full revelation of God came many
years later with the birth of Jesus. We are
still under God's great covenant.
Tornado Victims, Stop Here
This last spring, tornadoes struck
towns all over the United States. Many
people died or were hurt. In my own town,
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Fort Worth, Texas, my husband and I
watched a tornado swirl through the
downtown area.
Just before dawn on Valentine's
Day, five tornadoes struck South
Georgia. They cut a path 50 miles
wide. Eighteen people died
At once, one of the Baptist
churches was serving food to victims
of the storms. The church only has
100 members, but everyone helped.
Even prisoners from a nearby prison
came to help with the cleanup.
Many people came to the meals.
It is what the Bible teaches. We are all
welcome around God's table. But
sometimes it takes a disaster to make
that happen.
The church building became a
place to give people clothes and food.
The pastor put out a sign in front of
his church. The sign said, "Tornado
victims stop here for clothes, groceries
and hot meals. "
Then, he added one other thing
to the sign. The sign said, "God bless
you."
The Great Old Story
We have studied a Bible history
that happened many, many years ago.
But it is still as important as if it
happened today. We can learn much
when we study that history.

Unit 3, Lesson 10

The land in the area of the tornado is
different, now. In some areas it looks
cleaner and better. But in other areas houses
and trees are missing.
The people are different, too. They
have been through a lot of trouble. They
have come together in a new appreciation of
our Lord. They can see how He has helped
them. Knowing this, they rush to help their
neighbors.
Wouldn't it be wonderful if we all
could help each other? We don't need a
terrible storm to make us rely on God. He is
always ready to help us, no matter what our
problems are. That is the fact we can hold
close to our hearts.
Things To Think About
1. What blessings have you received from
God?
2. Through the new covenant, God offers us
a personal relationship.
3. Our sins are forgiven.
4. God's way of life is in our hearts forever.
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God's Servant, Our Savior
Mich Tosan* was born a Muslim in Iran.
As a boy, Mich dreamed of becoming a Muslim
priest. He wanted to help the poor people of
Iran. He saw the difference between the rich
and the poor people of the country. He saw
how religion was corrupted.
He believed that change was needed. He
went to the university to study religion. It was
the time when the Shah of Iran was in power.
One day the secret police stopped him on
the street. They asked question about a book he
was reading. They searched him, beat him, and
then let him go. After that, Mich joined a
Muslim group which helped the poor. They told
him in God's eyes, all human beings are equal.
His country became more unsettled. He left
his country and went to Denmark. He met some
Christians there. Mich decided to become a
Christian after Christ came to him in a vision.
Christ said, "Follow Me."
Mich says, "The way to change the world
is through the love of Jesus Christ. It is not
through violence and political power. At age
32, I finally found peace in my heart "
The Prophecies of Isaiah
During King Uzziah's reign and in the year

Adult Bible Study
in Basic English

Bible Text
Isaiah 53:1-12
Memory Verse
Isaiah 53:5
“But He was hurt for our wrongdoing.
He was crushed for our sins. He was
punished so we would have peace. He
was beaten so we would be healed. “
Word List
astrology: the belief that stars influence
humans
corrupted: false, dishonest
exile: to be separated from one’s
country,
immorality: wickedness, evil behavior
Messiah: the expected king and deliverer
of the Hebrews; the Christ
Isaiah 53:1-12
1 Who has believed what we told
them? And to whom has the arm of
the Lord been shown?
2 He grew up before Him like a young
plant, and like a root out of dry
ground. He has no beautiful body and
when we see Him there is no beauty
that we should desire Him.

after his death, perhaps the greatest prophet
ever known to God's people began his ministry.
His ministry lasted 40 years. Isaiah spoke for
* “Former Muslim Touches Lives” from FELLOWSHIP! by
Rachel Gill May, 2000 used by permission

Continued next page
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God in Judah the way that Joel, Hosea and

3 He was hated and men would have
nothing to do with Him, a man of
sorrows and suffering, knowing sadness
well. We hid, as it were, our faces from
Him. He was hated, and we did not
think well of Him.
4 For sure He took on Himself our
troubles and carried our sorrows. Yet
we thought of Him as being punished
and hurt by God, and made to suffer.
5 But He was hurt for our wrongdoing. He
was crushed for our sins. He was
punished so we would have peace. He
was beaten so we would be healed.
6 A11 of us like sheep have gone the
wrong way. Each of us has turned to his
own way. And the Lord has put on Him
the sin of us all.
7 Men made it very hard for Him and
caused Him to suffer, yet He did not
open His mouth. He was taken like a
lamb to be put to death. A sheep does
not make a sound while its wool is cut
and He did not open His mouth.
8 He was taken away as a prisoner and
then judged. Who among the people of
that day cared that His life was taken
away from the earth? He was hurt
because of the sin of the people who
should have been punished.
9 They gave Him a grave with the sinful,
but with the rich at His death, for He
had done no wrong, and there was
nothing false in His mouth.
10 But it was the will of the Lord to crush
Him, causing Him to suffer. Because
Continued next page
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Amos spoke for God in Israel.
Isaiah told the people about God's
judgment against idolatry, immorality, and
pride. He also warned them about the
captivity they were about to face. All
through his prophecies, Isaiah talked about
the final day of the Lord. This was when all
people would face judgment. It would be
like the judgment being brought against
Israel.
Isaiah looked forward to coming of the
Messiah and Savior. The Savior would save
men and women from their sins. For this
reason, what Isaiah had to say is as
meaningful today as it was to those who
lived in Judah in those times.
The prophet began by condemning
Judah's many sins. He told the people that
neither their idols nor their leaders could
save them from punishment. He tried to
make the people come to their senses. He
wanted them to change their ways before it
was too late.
Isaiah wanted the people to look
forward to the last days. At that time, there
would be a new spirit among the people.
They would find everlasting peace.
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After King Uzziah died, Isaiah received a
vision. In his vision, God told Isaiah to go to
the people with a message. God knew they
would not accept the message. But He told
Isaiah to keep on preaching. He should keep on
preaching until it was too late to save the
people.
Isaiah’s Prophecies About the Restoration
Isaiah was one of the many prophets who
spoke out against Judah’s sins. They all said
that Judah would be taken captive by other
nations. There was much wickedness among
the people.
Once again, Isaiah went into the streets to
warn against idolatry, magic and even
astrology. But now, in his last days, Isaiah
changed his message. He saw into the period
of Judah’s exile. He wrote as if he were
looking at God's people after the fall of
Jerusalem. He saw their sadness when they
would be captives in Babylon.
Through God's revelation, Isaiah saw that
Israel would be restored. He saw their return
from being captives. He saw a wealthy nation
and the city of Jerusalem would be rebuilt.
Isaiah's Prophecies About the Messiah
Isaiah's prophecies helped the people look
forward to the coming of the Messiah. There
would be an everlasting kingdom of justice,
righteousness and salvation. Israel had been a
suffering servant of God. So too would the
Messiah be a suffering servant for all the
people, including the Gentiles.

He gives His life as a gift on the altar
for sin, He will see His children. Days
will be added to His life, and the will of
the Lord will do well in His hand.
11 He will see what the suffering of His
soul brings, and will be pleased. By
what He knows, the One Who is right
and good, My Servant, will carry the
punishment of many and He will carry
their sins.
12 So I will give Him a share among the
great. He will divide the riches with the
strong, because He gave up His life.
They thought of Him as One Who
broke the Law. Yet He Himself carried
the sin of many, and prayed for the
sinners.
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Just as Israel would be restored,
faithful believers would be blessed in
the Messiah’s kingdom. The people who
mistreated God's people would be
destroyed. God would destroy the
wicked.
For the righteous people, God was
preparing a place where all would be
eternal joy and peace. In many ways, the
punishment of Israel showed the way to
the Messiah’s kingdom. It showed the
final judgment at the end of time. It
showed the eternal home of all those
who were saved.
The Coming Messiah
In all of the Bible, Isaiah's
prophecies about Israel's blessings and
the coming of the Messiah may be the
most marvelous words ever read in the
Old Testament by a believer. Those
words are wonderful, comforting,
inspiring, optimistic and encouraging.
They are especially inspiring to a
believer who has had great personal
suffering.
It is also a solemn warning to those
who keep on the path of sin. It can be a
great message of hope to all sinners---all
of us who are willing to admit our guilt
and lead lives in service to God.
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Mich's Mother
Two years ago, when she was 85
years old, Mich's mother was able to visit
her son. She had thought she would never
see her son again. Mich was able to
witness to this mother. He won her to
Christ and baptized her.
Before she died, Mich's mother
became an evangelist. That means she
won others to Christ. The peace of Christ
was in her heart. Like her son, she wanted
to pass it on.
That is the reason believers want to
spread the Good News about Jesus. We
know of His life, His death, and His life
again. We want all the world to know.
Wem too, want to pass it on.
Things to Think About
1. What do you think God is calling you to
do? In the church? In your town? In the
world?
2. Think about your prayer life. Are you
praying for the coming of the power of
God into your life?
3. Are you asking for His help with your
family, your job, and your church?
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Unit 4: GOD’S MESSAGE
IN THE WRITINGS
Adult Bible Study
in Basic English

Lesson 12
To Restore the Joy
Psalm 51:1-17
Lesson 13
Practical Wisdom for Daily Living
Proverbs 1:7, 2:1-22

Unit Four deals with the last major part
of the Old Testament. This is known as The
Writings. These are: Psalms, Proverbs, Job,
Ruth, Esther, Song of Solomon, Daniel, Ezra
Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, Chronicles, and
Nehemiah.
We will study two lessons from The
Writings. They are lesson 12, from the Book
of Psalms, and Lesson 13, from the Book of
Proverbs.
Lesson 12, "To Restore the Joy," is a
study of Psalm 51. It is a personal prayer for
forgiveness and restoration.
Lesson 13, "Practical Wisdom for Daily
Living," studies passages from Proverbs 1-2
that give practical wisdom for daily living.

To Restore the Joy
Travis Forsythe * and his wife are
missionaries in Africa. They work among the
Djimini people. One day Travis was driving
Adult Bible Study
in Basic English
home. His 2-year-old son, Nathanael, was
with him.
Bible Text
When Travis stopped for food late in
Psalm 51:1-17
the day, two bandits took the car from him at
Memory Verse
gunpoint. They drove away with the
Psalm 51:10-11
missionary's son still in the car.
“ Make a clean heart in me, O God. Give me
Travis held on to the car door. He
a new spirit that will not be moved. Do not
begged the men to let him get Nathanael out.
throw me away from where You are. And do
The driver shot and wounded Travis. But he
not take your Holy Spirit from me.”
Continued next page

* Baptist Standard, article written by Mark Kelly, July 2000
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Word Study
celebration: to praise, a happy time
restoration: a return of something to its
former condition
resurrection: the act of rising again from
the dead
righteousness: acting in an upright, moral
way
Psalm 51:1-12
1 O God, favor me because of Your lovingkindness. Take away my wrong-doing
because of the greatness of Your lovingpity.
2 Wash me inside and out from my wrongdoing and make me clean from my sin,
3 For I know my wrong-doing, and my sin
is always in front of me.
4 I have sinned against You, and You only.
I have done what is sinful in Your eyes.
You are always right, when You speak,
and fair when You judge.
5 See, I was born in sin and was in sin from
my very beginning.
6 See, You want truth deep within the
heart. And You will make me know
wisdom in the hidden part.
7 Take away my sin, and I will be clean.
Wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.
8 Make me hear joy and happiness. Let the
bones that You have broken be full of
joy.
9 Hide Your face from my sins. And take
away all my wrong-doing.
10 Make a clean heart in me, God. Give me
a new spirit that will not be moved.
11 Do not throw me away from where You
Continued next page
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chased the car as it sped away. Little
Nathanael was in the back seat of the car.
Kim is the wife and mother. She was
at their home. It was her 30th birthday.
Many Baptist churches pray for
missionaries on their birthdays. Thousands
were praying for Kim Forsythe at the same
time the gunmen were attacking her husband
and kidnapping her son.
Forty-five minutes after the car
robbery, the gunmen put Nathanael out of
the car. They left him alone on a dark road
in a village.
People in the village took care of the
child. They fed and bathed him. They looked
for his parents. Soon Nathanael was back
with his father, just hours after he was
stolen.
Travis' injury was not serious. The
bullet passed through his right side without
hitting any important organs.
It is a humbling experience when we
learn about experiences like the Forsythes
and know that our prayers made a
difference.
The Book of Psalms
David was not a perfect man. He
made many mistakes. No one other than
Jesus was ever perfect. But David had a pure
heart. This is best seen in the many songs (or
psalms) he wrote.
The songs of David spoke of the
deepest sorrow and highest joy. He showed
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his sadness at the deaths of King Saul and
Jonathan. He wrote of his relief when he
escaped his enemies.
There was the great celebration and
thanksgiving when the Ark was being brought
into Jerusalem. There were many prayers for
David's own safety. David appointed others to
minister through songs and prophecy in the
Temple.
A group of 150 of these songs, known
as the Psalms, contain songs written by David
and his son, Solomon. Others also wrote
Psalms.
Psalms of the Troubled Soul
In the first 35 psalms, one can see
David’s fears about his enemies. The enemies
made threats to harm David. But they also
mocked David and told lies about him.
At times David doubted that God heard
his prayers. At other times he gave thanks to
God for having heard his prayers. At times
David doubted that anyone could live beyond
death. At other times there was a clear
message of resurrection.
David often was angry toward his
enemies. He prayed that they be destroyed.
He even prayed that their families should be
destroyed. Perhaps he prayed this way
because he was afraid.
These psalms speak to anyone who has
ever been persecuted for righteousness. They
speak to anyone who feels alone. They speak
to anyone who has felt alone in the middle of
an unfriendly world.

are. And do not take Your Holy Spirit
from me.
12 Let the joy of Your saving power return
to me. And give me a willing spirit to
obey you.
13 Then I will teach wrong-doers Your
ways. And sinners will turn to You.
14 Save me from the guilt of blood, 0
God. You are the God Who saves me.
Then my tongue will sing with joy
about how right and good You are.
15 0 Lord, open my lips, so my mouth will
praise You.
16 For You are not happy with a gift given
on the altar in worship, or I would give
it. You are not pleased with burnt gifts.
17 The gifts on an altar that God wants are
a broken spirit. 0 God, You will not
hate a broken heart with no pride.
18 Be pleased to do good to Zion. Build
the walls of Jerusalem.
19 Then You will be happy with gifts
given on the altar that are right and
good, with burnt gifts and whole burnt
gifts. Then young bulls will be given on
Your altar.
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David. He told David that the Lord was
angry with David for his sin. God would
punish David and let his son die
David knew he had sinned. He
was sorry. Psalm 51 is the song David
wrote to the Lord about his sorrow.
The Burden of Sin
We all bear the burden of sin. We
should not question what the Lord does.
We do not have the tools to measure
values concerning the soul. That is God's
business.
Rather, we should live each day as
though it were our last. We should live to
the full of such truth and kindness as is
within us. We should lie down every
night as though the next day were to be
our first---a new and pure beginning.
The day will come when all will
be made plain. Then we shall know, as
now we trust. And in that trust we
commit our lives to the care of the
Shepherd of Shepherds. In that trust, we
have the sure hope of the resurrection.
Things to Think About
1. How can God best use you in His
work in the world?
2. Do your friends know you are a
Christian?
3. What makes you different from those
around you?
4. Do you face trouble because of your
faith?
5. When you think of Jesus, do you want
to sing?

Psalms About
Righteousness and Wickedness
One of the themes of the
Scriptures is that goodness wins over sin
and evil. There are times through, when
it seems that evil people have more than
those who try to do God's will.
These honest questions are asked
in the Psalms:
• When good happens to bad people, is
it enough for righteous people to
know that they are doing God's will?
• Is it true that the righteous are
second-class citizens?
• Will evil people receive their reward
at the final judgment?
Psalms of Joy and Praise
Thirty-six of the Psalms are full
of great praise for the Lord of Creation.
They praise the many wonders He has
performed. They show people's thanks
for the many blessings given to them.
These Psalms praise the King
who rules over nations. He rules over all
of nature. But most important, there is
thanksgiving for this loving God. He is
the One Who shows His concern for
each person and his or her special needs.
David Prays for Forgiveness
David saw a beautiful woman. He
wanted her, so he sent her husband into
battle. When the husband was killed,
David married the woman. Her name
was Bathsheba.
Nathan, the prophet, came to
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Wisdom for Daily Living
Adult Bible Study
in Basic English

Bible Text
Proverbs 1:7, 2:1-22
Memory Verse
Proverbs 1:7
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
much learning. Fools hate wisdom and
teaching.”
Word List
appreciation: seeing something for its true
worth
benefits: anything for the good of a person
or thing
consequences: an effect or result
ethical: right or wrong, how we conduct
ourselves
observation: the act of noticing something,
to watch and look for
universal: concerning everyone
Proverbs 1:7
7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
much learning. Fools hate wisdom and
teaching.
Proverbs 2:1-22
1 My son, if you receive my sayings and
store up my teachings within you,
2 make your ear open to wisdom. Turn
your heart to understanding.
Continued next page
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The Brazos River is an important
river in Texas. It has always been a beautiful
river. But the river is dangerous for people
living close to it. Those who farmed along
the bottom lands knew its dangers.
There were many times when the
Brazos flooded. Alpearl Connor has many
memories of those floods.
"I was just a child," she said. "Those
floods were fun for me." One of the floods
she saw happened when she was about 6
years old.
One day her father heard a warning
that the dam had broken. The family ran to
the backyard. They looked toward the river.
"The river was coming at us like it
was something wild. First was a big roll of
dust and then a big wave of water. Both were
waist high. My daddy yelled, "The river's
coming!"
He loaded Alpearl and a sister into
the back of a buggy. It was pulled by a
horse. Alpearl's mother climbed into the
front seat. “We never whipped any animal
on our land. But, she was talking to it," she
said.
They came to a bridge leading to
safety. All they could see was its sides, the
river was over the floor. The water was
deep. But they made it across. Even though
the floods were dangerous, they kept the

GOD’S MESSAGE IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

land rich. In bad years, her family had plenty
to eat.
"People would come from town to our
farm. We would give them vegetables and
meat, she said.
Alpearl loves the land. But she could
not have lived the hard life she lived if she
had not depended on God. Through all the
problems she faced in her life, Alpearl knows
that God loves her and cares for her.*
That is a fact we can all call our own.
Proverbs of Solomon
Solomon, the wise king, wrote many,
proverbs. Proverbs are short poems. They set
high ethical standards. They give practical
advice for daily living.
These verses place high value on
wisdom. They contrast good and evil. They
contrast righteousness and wickedness,
justice and injustice. The Hebrew proverbs
saw that all wisdom comes from the true
God. It was not from people.
There are more than 600 proverbs and
wise sayings. Almost all are concerned
with wisdom. By studying the proverbs, we
can gain a richer appreciation for the
wisdom which comes from above.
The Writing of Wisdom
The writing about wisdom in proverb
form was one of the most common features
of writing in those long-ago times. Not all

3

If you cry out to know right from
wrong, and lift your voice for
understanding;
4 if you look for her as silver, and
look for her as hidden riches;
5 then you will understand the fear
of the Lord, and find what is
known of God.
6 For the Lord gives wisdom. Much
learning and understanding come
from His mouth.
7 He stores up perfect wisdom for
those who are right with Him. He
is a safe covering to those who
are right in their walk.
8 He watches over the right way,
and He keeps safe the way of
those who belong to Him.
9 Then you will understand what is
right and good, and right from
wrong, and you will know what
you should do.
10 For wisdom will come into your
heart. And much learning will be
pleasing to your soul.
11 Good thinking will keep you safe.
Understanding will watch over
you.
12 You will be kept from the sinful
man, and from the man who
causes much trouble by what he
says.
13 You will be kept from the man
who leaves the right way to walk
in the ways of darkness,

Continued next page
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*Life Along the Brazos Inspires Flood of Memories, by Jon
McConal, The Ft Worth Star-Telegram, July 28, 2000
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proverbs are religious in nature. All truth
comes from God.
The Old Testament proverbs do not
mainly explain the nature of God. Instead,
they explain how life works. Consequences
is a key word in understanding the Book of
Proverbs. The book says "Don't do this. Do
do that," because we know consequences
will follow our actions.
This is God's World
This is God's world. He made and
controls it. He is orderly. He does not do
things which are disorderly. This is basic to
the Book of Proverbs.
So, if you do right, you may expect
good results. If you do wrong, you may
expect to suffer bad consequences. It is this
certainty about the moral law which makes
Proverbs such a positive religious force.
In this book, the answers are plain. As
you read Proverbs, notice how simple
the answers are. They are certain and sure.
At the heart of the Old Testament is this--there are moral consequences to what we
do.
God’s people were in an agreement
with Him. They could accept God’s plan or
say no to it. If they obeyed they would be
blessed. If they disobeyed they would be
punished.
God is the God of All
The Proverbs are based upon a
universal law. That means, the lessons

14 from the one who is happy doing
wrong, and who finds joy in the way of
sin.
15 His ways are not straight and are not
good.
16 You will be saved from the strange
woman, from the sinful woman with
her smooth words.
17 She leaves the husband she had when
she was young, and forgets the
agreement with her God.
18 For her house goes down to death, and
her steps lead to the dead
19 None who go to her return again, and
they do not finds the paths of life.
20 So may you walk in the way of good
men, and keep to the paths of those
who are right and good.
21 For those who are right with God will
live in the land. The men without
blame will stay in it,
22 But the sinful will be destroyed from
the land, and those who are not faithful
will be taken away from it.
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given to the Israelite youth, would be just
as important for any other young person
anywhere. Life works the same for an
Israelite or a non-Israelite. God is the
God of all.
The individual person is the focus
of Proverbs. It is a book of instructions
telling one how to live. It tells how to
gain the benefits of God’s plan by being
obedient.
The Blessings of Seeking Wisdom
Chapter 2 is a poem telling of the
virtue and blessings of wisdom. It tells us
to seek wisdom and understanding. Then
it gives five reasons why such a search
will be richly rewarded.
The first of the five blessings is
that wisdom gives the true knowledge of
God. The second blessing of wisdom is
found in verses 9-11. There, the keys to
understanding life are promised.
The third benefit is that wisdom
will protect one from evil men. The
writer gives a good description of those
men. They are those who like doing evil.
Their ways are those of darkness.
Wisdom will also save the young
person from the wicked woman. That is
the fourth blessing. This reminds us that
marriage is a sacred covenant. It is not
simply with the husband or wife, but
with God. The fifth blessing is that the
young person who seeks wisdom will be
set in life. The wicked will be cut off.
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Wisdom Brings Safety
The wisdom God gives when we
follow Him is good for us and for our
families. For practical daily living, the
Book of Proverbs gives much to the
person who seeks the best way in life.
Why do we need God's wisdom?
Our world is filled with all kinds of
information. What is special about God's
wisdom?
This is God's world. He made and
controls it. He is orderly. He does not do
things which are disorderly. This is basic
to the Book of Proverbs.
If you do right, you may expect
good results. If you do wrong, you may
expect to suffer bad consequences. It is
this certainty about the moral law which
makes Proverbs so important and
practical.
"Do not let kindness and truth
leave you. Tie them around your neck.
Write them upon your heart. So you will
find favor and good understanding in the
eyes of God and man.” Proverbs 3:3-4
Things to Think About
1. Why do we need God's wisdom?
2. What is so special about God's
wisdom?
3. What can we learn from the Book of
Proverbs?
4. Read all of the Book of Proverbs. You
will find much there to help you in your
daily life.
58

GOD’S MESSAGE IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

New Word List/Glossary
(a list of unfamiliar words and their definitions)

Lesson l
Civil War: the war between the North and
South states in the U.S. (1861-1865)
generation: A father, son and grandson are
three generations, period of about 30 years.
reproduce: to bring forth others of its own
kind
scientific: systematic and exact science or
knowledge

Christmas Lesson
authority: the power to judge, act and command
Caesar Augustus: the Roman ruler
census: count of citizens and their property
manger: a feeding trough for cattle
stable: where cattle are kept
travelers: those who go from one city to another
reign: royal rule, the time a king rules
Lesson 4
encouraged: to inspire with courage or spirit
influence: the power to make others want to
change
relationship: to be connected to others by
blood, marriage, or emotions
salvation: the act of saving, saving from sin
through faith in Jesus Christ
Amalekites: a tribe of people

Lesson 2
covenant: agreement between God and His
people. God’s promise.
descendants: family born after a person
economy: to manage the resources of a
country
Hebrews/Israelis/Jews/People of Israel:
God’s chosen people, who came from Abram
obedience: to obey, do what is ordered
overwhelmed: to be overcome in mind or
feeling, afraid, powerless
politics: science and art of government
relationship: connected to another

Lesson 5
Ashtoreth: The Canaanite people thought this
false goddess could make people able to have
babies. She was their goddess of love and war.
Baal: The Canaanite people thought this false
god brought the rain and storms. They also
believed that he made the land give good crops.
Consequences: something that happens as a
result of something else, end result
cycle: one thing happening after another and
another, then all happening again
decline:to lose purpose, to go down, become
weak
dedication: devotion to a person or sacred
purpose, loyal
idolatry: worship of idols, false gods made by
hand
Pagan: people who worship false gods
political: having to do with governing
prophet: men who spoke for God

Lesson 3
diploma: a document which says that one has
finished a course of study
high school equivalency: a test given to
people who can show that they know
the subjects taught in school
immigrants: people from another country
inspired: given the power and help to do
something
Pharaoh: the ruler of Egypt
Texas Assessment of Academic Skills
(TAAS): a test which all students must pass
before they can graduate high school
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New Word List
Lesson 6
Amalekites---a tribe of people
Ark of the Covenant---a chest or box which
was the symbol of God. The Israelites carried the
Ark through the desert after the Exodus. It had
the flat stones with the Ten Commandments
written on them. These were proof of the
Agreement between God and the people of Israel

Lesson 10
to emigrate: to leave one country to go to
another
tornado: a strong wind storm
Lesson 11
astrology: the belief that stars influence humans
corrupted: false, dishonest
exile: to be separated from one’s country,
immorality: wickedness, evil behavior
Messiah: the expected king and deliverer of the
Hebrews; the Christ

Lesson 7
captivity: to be captured by another, made a
prisoner
to cast lots: like throwing dice to make decisions
heathen: people who do not know God
obedience: to obey
reign: the time a king rules over the land

Lesson 12
celebration: to praise, a happy time
restoration: a return of something to its former
condition
resurrection: the act of rising again from the
dead
righteousness: acting in an upright, moral way

Lesson 8
appreciated:-to be grateful for; to value
highly
destruction---to destroy
disaster---an event that causes great damage or
hardship
eternal: for ever and ever; always
heathen: one who does not believe in God
prophecies: tell God’s word, to predict; tell the
future
persecuted: bad treatment, punished for beliefs
sacrifices: gift offering of animal or plant life to
God

Lesson 13
appreciation: seeing something for its true
worth
benefits: anything for the good of a person or
thing
consequences: an effect or result
ethical: right or wrong, how we conduct
ourselves
observation: the act of noticing something, to
watch and look for
universal: concerning everyone

Lesson 9
adultery: breaking the marriage promise by
sexual sin
Communist: no private ownership
discipline: training to follow the rules
infidelity: being unfaithful or committing
adultery
reference: to direct attention to something
yearning: deep longing, tenderness
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