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Adult Bible Study in Basic English 
 

GOD’S MESSAGE 
in the 

NEW TESTAMENT 
 

Introduction for Teachers 
 The purpose of this teaching guide is to provide teachers with a plan for teaching a quality Bible 
lesson while helping participants improve their English language skills. Use of this material is suggested for 
International Sunday School classes or any Bible study group taught at a Basic English level. 
 The teaching guide begins with listings of the Lesson Focus, Study Aim, Focal/Background Text, and 
Memory Verse, all of which provide the premise for the lesson. This information is followed by a teaching 
plan under headings of Connect with Life, Guide the Study, and Encourage Application. At the end of each 
lesson, Additional Teaching Ideas are provided under those same headings. As the teacher, you may pick and 
choose from these helps to use along with the student’s study guide to fit the lesson to your class members’ 
abilities and needs. 
 The Bible text printed in the lesson material is from the NEW LIFE Version of the Bible (NLV), an 
inexpensive translation (not a paraphrase) which uses only an 850-word vocabulary. The NLV is available 
from Christian Literature International, P. O. Box 777, Canby, Oregon 97013; e-mail christian@canby.com; 
telephone (orders only) 1-800-324-9734. 
 The NLV Bible often uses simplified phrases to express terms generally familiar to anyone raised in a 
Christian environment. In the teaching guide, these terms will usually be expressed using the NLV 
terminology, followed by the more common term in parentheses; for example, “proud religious Law-keeper 
(Pharisee)” or “early preacher (prophet).”  The teacher has the option of using the NLV term for new 
Christians or beginning students, or the common term where it will be better understood and less 
cumbersome in teaching. Once a word or phrase has been introduced in the Word Study or teaching 
procedures, however, the familiar expression may be used to help students add it to their vocabulary. 
 Prayer is not usually suggested in the teaching procedures but prayer should be an integral part of 
your lesson plan. Use your own judgment as to where it best fits into the teaching session. 
 The writers and editors wish you success and give you prayerful support in your teaching of this 
Adult Bible Study in Basic English. 
 

Bible study in Basic English is published by the Baptist General Convention of Texas and follows the 
same curriculum plan as the Bible Study for Texas materials, but has no Texas emphasis. Teachers may 
wish to purchase Bible Study for Texas lesson comments and teaching guides ($1.95 each per quarter) as 
additional resources. These may be ordered through your church or directly from the Sunday School/
Discipleship Division, Baptist General Convention of Texas, 333 North Washington, Dallas, TX 75246-
1798,  e-mail baptistway@bgct.org; FAX 214-828-5187; or toll-free telephone 1-800-355-5285. 

 

Robert (Bob) Coder wrote the introduction and all thirteen lessons of the teaching guide for this study. He and his wife, Lenora, live in Dallas 
and are members of First Baptist Church of Richardson. After taking early retirement, Bob and Lenora served more than four years with the 
International Mission Board in London and Zimbabwe. They now teach English as a Second Language (ESL) classes at a Spanish language 
church near downtown Dallas. Bob wrote several quarters of lessons and teaching procedures for youth through the Sunday School Board 
(now Lifeway) during the 1970s and 1980s. The Coders have a son, three daughters, and twelve grandchildren. 
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Teaching Guide 
Unit 1 THE MINISTRY OF JESUS  

Lesson 1  IT’S TIME   

   Teaching Guide                                  GOD’S MESSAGE IN THE NEW TESTAMENT                  Unit 1 Lesson 1 

Connect with Life 
1. Display a calendar and a clock (or draw them 
on the chalkboard). Ask questions, such as: 
What are these? How do we use them? When 
did people first use clocks and calendars? 
 
2. Provide information about the origin of 
calendars and clocks, as follows: 
a. calendars: 
•Some forms of calendars were in use before 
the birth of Christ, but they were not accurate. 
•The Julian Calendar was established in 46 BC 
(Before Christ) by Julius Caesar. 
•The Gregorian Calendar we now use was 
established in the year 1582 AD (anno Domini, 
or after Christ) by Pope Gregorius XIII. This 
calendar uses what was thought to be the birth 
year of Christ as the year 1. All years are 
numbered forward (AD) or backward (BC) 
from that year. 
b. clocks 
•Shadow clocks or sundials were in use long 
before Christ’s birth. Water clocks (buckets 
with a small hole in the bottom), hour glasses, 

and other means were also used to record the 
passing of time. 
•Clocks were developed and improved from 100-
1300 AD. Clock towers were built beginning in 
1352, and the sound of these clocks striking the 
hour could be heard all over a village or town.  
The minute hand was added in 1577. The first 
clock that could be moved was made in 1504. 
 
3. Say: Notice that the lesson is titled “It’s Time.” 
The word time as used here does not mean the 
passing of time on a clock or calendar. Refer to 
the Memory Verse. State that the kind of time 
Jesus spoke of was the moment of an event. This 
lesson tells about an important event—the arrival 
of the holy nation of God. 
 
Guide the Study 
4. Refer to the study theme introduction on page 3 
of the study guide. Ask a class member to read 
aloud the three paragraphs of the introduction. 
Quickly review the unit and lesson titles.  
 
5. Follow with a brief review of Unit 1 using the 
introduction on page 4 of the study guide. Note 
that the unit covers all four of the Gospels (stories 
of Jesus), and that together they tell most of what 
we know about the life and ministry of Jesus. 
 
6. Allow class members to look over the 
definitions in the Word Study section. Ask students 
to repeat each word as you pronounce it.  Answer 
questions or provide explanations as needed. 
 
7. Ask a student to read aloud The Gospel of Mark 
section from the study guide. Request one or two 
volunteers to tell what kind of person they think 
John Mark may have been. Permit other class 
members to agree or disagree. 
 
8. Call on a student to read Mark 1:1-8 from the 

Lesson Focus  
Jesus proclaimed and embodied the kingdom of 
God. 
 
Study Aim 
Students will understand how Jesus’ ministry fits 
into God’s purpose in history and for their lives. 
 
Focal/Background Text  
Mark 1:1-15 

 
Memory Verse  
“He said, ‘The time has come. The holy nation 
of God is near. Be sorry for your sins, turn from 
them, and believe.’” (Mark 1:15) 



way for us. Say: This is how Jesus’ ministry fits 
into God’s purpose in history—and for our lives. 
 
Additional Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life  
•God’s Time. Comment that there are two 
meanings for time and that time can be compared 
to taking pictures. One kind of time is like a 
moving picture (or movie). It shows the action of 
things going on in the world. We count this time 
in hours and days and years. It keeps moving like 
a movie. The other kind of time is like a still 
picture (or snapshot). It stops the action at one 
particular place in time. This kind of time stands 
still for one event in time. It is this second kind 
of time that we are talking about in the lesson 
today—a snapshot of one event in time, the 
coming of the holy nation of God. 
 
Guide the Study 
•Hidden Voice. Enlist someone to do a dramatic 
reading of Mark 1:1-3. Position the reader out of 
sight if possible (or use a tape recording). 
Change Step 8 of the teaching procedures to 
have the student read verses 4-8 only. 
 
•Interview. Involve members in creating 
questions to interview John the Baptist. Ask 
them to think of themselves as news writers. 
Instruct them to read Mark 1:1-8 and the section, 
A Promise of Good News. You may want to act 
the part of John the Baptist and respond to their 
questions. Or, then help other students find 
answers in the Bible text and study guide. 
 
Encourage Application 
•Beginning the Journey. Comment that people 
today are always aware of the time. We say, “It’s 
time to get up. It’s time to eat. It’s time to go to 
work. It’s time to rest.”  Refer students to the 
Memory Verse. Remark that Jesus said, “The 
time has come.” Ask: Time for what? Note that 
the next thing Jesus said was, “The holy nation 
of God is near.” Explain that Jesus brought the 
kingdom of God within our reach. We can begin 
the journey into the kingdom if we will be sorry 
for our sins, turn from them, and believe the 
Good News that Jesus is Christ, the Son of God. 

printed Bible text. After the reading, instruct the 
class to read silently the section, A Promise of 
Good News. Ask them to make sentences using 
any of the words in bold (dark, heavy) type in this 
section. Suggest that they look at the Word Study 
again as needed for help with the words. Allow 
several students to compose sentences. Make 
positive statements to encourage each student. 
 
9. Question the class about the main purpose of 
John the Baptist’s preaching. Lead them to 
understand that this purpose was to prepare the 
way for the ministry of Jesus. 
 
10. Read Mark 1:9-15 from the Bible text to the 
class. Use the section, The Arrival of Jesus, to give 
a brief lecture on these verses. Make these points: 
•John did not feel that he was good enough to 
baptize Jesus. (Refer also to Matthew 3:13-15 
which better expresses John’s feelings.)  
•God (the “voice from heaven”), Jesus, and the 
Holy Spirit were all present at the baptism. 
•John’s ministry ended when Jesus’ ministry began. 
•The holy nation of God (kingdom of God) was 
the theme of Jesus’ preaching. 
 
11. Write this analysis on the board: 
The kingdom of God… 
…came into the world in the person and actions of 
Jesus. People belong to the kingdom if they trust 
and obey God. 
…lies in the future. There will be a time when 
everyone will obey God and He will make all 
things perfect. 
 
12. Lead the students to respond to the questions 
under Things to Think About in the study guide. 
 
Encourage Application 
13. Direct a class member to read the Memory 
Verse aloud. Repeat: The time has come. The holy 
nation of God is near.  
     Say: Mark named three things Jesus said we 
are to do. What are these things? Help students 
identify these actions: (1) be sorry for your sins, 
(2) turn away from these sins, and (3) believe the 
Good News. Remark that John the Baptist made 
ready the way for Jesus, and Jesus made ready a 
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   Teaching Guide                                  GOD’S MESSAGE IN THE NEW TESTAMENT                  Unit 1 Lesson 2 

Connect with Life 
1. Write the word HAPPY on the chalkboard or 
on posters placed around the room. Draw 
smiley faces on the chalkboard/posters (or use 
smiley-face stickers). Greet class members 
cheerfully as they arrive. Use expressions such 
as, “I’m so happy to see you,” I’m happy you 
came this morning,” or “Isn’t this a happy 
day?” 
 
2. Direct students to think back to their 
childhood. Ask what made them happy as 
children and youth. Allow two or three minutes 
for responses. Then ask what makes them 
happy now. After a few responses, remark that 
in today’s lesson, we will study a list of things 
Jesus said would make us happy. 
 
Guide the Study 
3. Recall that in this unit we are studying the 
four Gospels. Remind the students that last 

week’s lesson from the Book of Mark was about 
the beginning of Jesus’ ministry in Galilee. This 
week, the lesson is from the Book of Matthew and 
will look at one of Jesus’ greatest teachings, “The 
Sermon on the Mount.” 
 
4. Use the section, The Gospel of Matthew, in the 
study guide and draw from other sources as needed 
to give an overview of Matthew. 
 
5. Read Matthew 4:23-25 as students follow in the 
printed Bible text. Note that Jesus did His early 
teaching in the Jewish places of worship. 
 
6. Ask students what else Jesus did as He went 
around teaching and preaching. When they identify 
this other action as healing, ask why Jesus healed 
people. Direct class members to look in the 
section, Preaching in Galilee, in the study guide 
for the two reasons listed there. Mention that Jesus 
loved these people as He loves everyone. He 
healed people in order to show that He had God’s 
power. Then He taught them the Good News. The 
result of Jesus’ teaching and healing was that large 
crowds began to come from all over that area and 
to follow Jesus wherever He went. 
 
7. Call on someone to read aloud Matthew 5:1.  
Comment that when Jesus saw how large the 
crowd was, He went up on a mountain. He did this 
so more people could see and hear Him. Note that 
verse 2 says, “He began to teach them,” that is, the 
twelve disciples. Remark that the crowd, however, 
could hear these teachings. 
 
8. Indicate that we have now reached the Scripture 
verses that tell us the things Jesus said will make 
us happy in God’s kingdom. Ask someone to read 
the first three paragraphs of the section, How To 
Be Happy. This will introduce the Sermon on the 
Mount. Take a minute or two to look at the Word 

Lesson Focus  
Jesus taught that living under God’s rule means 
living in a new and different way. 
 
Study Aim 
Students will develop Christian values and 
character like those described in the Beatitudes. 
 
Focal Text  
Matthew 4:23-25, 5:1-16 (Background text: 
Matthew 4:23-8:28) 

 
Memory Verse  
“Let your light shine in front of men. Then they 
will see the good things you do and will honor 
your Father Who is in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16) 
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Teaching Guide 
Unit 1 THE MINISTRY OF JESUS  

Lesson 2  THIS IS REALLY LIVING!   



guide their lives (such as: always tell the truth, 
don’t favor one of your children over another, or 
treat others as you would want them to treat 
you).  Allow students to mention several rules or 
beliefs. Explain that these things are their values.  
Call attention to the definition of values in the 
Word Study. Explain that your values become a 
part of your character (another word defined in 
the Word Study). Give examples of persons with 
godly values/character in a current news story. 
Also give examples of someone with worldly 
values and character from a current event. 
 
Guide the Study 
•Comparison Chart. Involve students in making 
a chart to compare God’s values with those of 
the world. On a chalkboard/poster, write “God’s 
Values” on the left side and “World’s Values” on 
the right side. List the values described in the 
Beatitudes in the left column. Encourage 
members to call out words or phrases for the 
worldly values that oppose the respective godly 
values. List these in the right column on the 
chalkboard. The finished chart should look 
something like this: 

If you wish to make the activity less difficult, 
simply display the completed chart. Then let the 
students read and discuss the chart. This will 
help them to learn and use the words as well as 
to teach them about the desirability of wanting to 
have godly values in their lives. 
 
Encourage Application 
•Thought Question. Ask a student to answer the 
question, What kind of life does God really want 
us to live? After the student has responded, allow 
other class members to add their comments. 

Study for the definitions of Beatitude, values, 
character and sermon. 
 
9. Select two students to act as readers. The 
readers will alternate reading first the verse and 
then its explanation. The first student will read the 
Scripture verses for Matthew 5:3-12 one at a time 
(verses 11-12 should be read together). After each 
verse read by the first student, the second student 
is to read the explanation for that verse from the 
study guide (under the section, How To Be 
Happy).  
 
10. Divide the class into two small groups. If there 
are more that 4-5 persons in a group, make four 
groups and give each assignment below to two of 
the groups.  Make these assignments: 
  
Group 1. Read Matthew 5:13 and the next-to-last 
paragraph of How To Be Happy. Talk about the 
importance of salt to people. Be ready to explain 
this importance to the class. Also be ready to tell 
how Christians should be like salt in the world. 
 
Group 2. Read Matthew 5:14-16 and the last 
paragraph of How To Be Happy. Talk about the 
importance of light to people. Be ready to explain 
this importance to the class. Also tell how 
Christians should be like a light to the world. 
 
After 7-8 minutes, ask a volunteer from each group 
to give a brief report on the group’s findings. 
 
Encourage Application 
11. Refer to the Things To Think About in the 
study guide. Read the first question and help 
students find an appropriate answer. Then read the 
second question and allow them to respond. 
 
12. Comment that we have studied the things Jesus 
said would make us happy in the Kingdom of God.  
Encourage the students to develop values and 
character like those described in Matthew 5. 
 
Additional Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life  
•Values. Ask the class to name some rules that 
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God’s Values 
•humble, lowly 
•sorry for sins, repentant  
 
•gentle, kind 
•right with God 
•loving-kindness 
•pure in heart 
•peace 
 
•suffer but faithful 

World’s Values 
•proud 
•feel no guilt, do not think  
     of God 
•hard, rough, mean, unkind 
•bad, evil, sinful, unholy 
•cruel, heartless, hate, anger 
•dirty minds, sinful, filthy 
•war-like, getting even,  
     fighting 
•not willing to suffer 
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Connect with Life 
1. Give a brief testimony to tell who Jesus is to 
you. Or, if you prefer, ask someone else to give 
the testimony. Make it brief—about the length 
of the one in the introduction to this lesson in 
the study guide. Be sure to tell who Jesus was 
to you before you became a Christian and who 
He is to you now. If you want to be creative, cut 
a hole out of a box or sheet of cardboard to give 
the appearance of a television screen.  Make it 
at a height so that your face can be seen by the 
class as you sit at a table behind the mock TV.  
Present the testimony as a live broadcast. 
 
Guide the Study 
2. Instruct the students to turn to the section, 
The Gospel of Luke, in the study guide. Note 
that the first sentence tells us that Luke is the 
third Gospel. Ask, What are the two Gospels we 
have already studied in this unit? Lead the class 
to identify Mark and Matthew as the two books 

previously studied.  Comment that next week’s 
lesson is from the Fourth Gospel, John. 
 
3. Split the class into three small groups. Give each 
group one question to answer from the section, The 
Gospel of Luke. The questions are as follows: 
 
Group 1: Was Luke a Jew and, if not, of what 
racial group was he? 
Group 2. What kind of people did Luke say Jesus 
loved and helped? 
Group 3. What was Luke’s work, and what else 
did he do that was important? 
 
Allow two or three minutes for research, then ask 
for reports from each group beginning with Group 
3 and ending with Group 1. Help the groups find 
these answers: Group 3: Luke was a doctor. He 
also traveled with Paul on mission trips. Group 2:  
Jesus helped the poor, the weak, outcasts and 
women (all groups looked down upon by the 
Jewish religious leaders). Group1: Luke was not a 
Jew. He was a Gentile. 
 
4. Involve five people in a dramatic reading of the 
Bible text. Select readers for the parts of story 
teller (narrator), Jesus, Peter, and two other 
disciples. The story teller will read all of the text 
that is not in quotation marks. Let the persons with 
the part of Peter and the two other disciples each 
read one of these phrases from verse 19: (1) “John 
the Baptist,” (2) “but some say Elijah,” and (3) 
“Others say that one of the early preachers has 
been raised from the dead.” The readers for Peter 
and Jesus will, of course, read those parts where 
they are indicated as the speakers. You may want 
to make a copy for each reader and highlight the 
speaking part(s) for that person. Name signs 
identifying the speakers would be helpful as well.  
Another option would be for you or an assistant to 
take the part of the story teller or Jesus. 

Lesson Focus  
Jesus calls for a life-changing decision as to 
what we believe about Him. 
 
Study Aim 
Students will be led to confess their faith in Je-
sus as God’s Messiah and to give their lives to 
Him. 
 
Focal/Background Text  
Luke 9:18-27 

 
Memory Verse  
“Jesus said to them, ‘But who do you say that I 
am?’ Peter said, ‘You are the Christ of God.” 
(Matthew 5:16) 
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Teaching Guide 
Unit 1 THE MINISTRY OF JESUS  
Lesson 3  WHO IS HE?  



put Him on a cross and killed Him. But on the 
third day, He arose from the dead. He took the 
sin of the world upon Himself. He went up into 
heaven. He sits at the right hand of God. He still 
works in the lives of people today. He offers life 
that lasts forever to anyone who believes He is 
the Christ of God. Who is He? His name is 
Jesus. Who is He to you? 
 
Play this recording at the beginning of the 
session to create interest, or at the end of the 
session to encourage application. 
 
•Summary. Ask a volunteer to summarize the 
lesson by looking only at the subtitles (section 
titles) in the study guide. 
 
Guide the Study 
•The Cost of Discipleship. Use Matthew 9:23-27 
from the Bible text and The Christian Way of 
Life section from the study guide to involve class 
members in a discussion of discipleship. 
Comment that it is easy to be a Christian in this 
country, but that in other parts of the world, 
Christians often live in constant danger. Ask if 
anyone has ever lived in or visited a country 
where Christians were outcasts. Use responses to 
illustrate that sometimes Christians really do 
have to take up their cross daily to follow Jesus. 
  
•Word Search. Instruct students to look through 
the study guide for words they do not know. 
Allow them to call out words as they find them. 
Then give a simple definition or explanation of 
the word. You may want to have a dictionary 
handy, but avoid reading directly from anything 
but an elementary-school level dictionary. Also, 
try to limit definitions to one meaning—the 
meaning for the word as it is used in the text of 
the study guide. 
 
•Matching Test. List the words from the Word 
Study on the left side of a sheet of paper. List the 
definitions in random order on the right side. 
Make a copy for each student. Instruct them to 
draw a line from each word to its correct 
definition. 

5. Focus the attention of the students on verses 18-
22 in the printed Bible text. Use the study guide 
section, Peter’s Confession, to comment on the 
manner in which Jesus brought Peter and the other 
disciples to acknowledge Him as “the Christ of 
God.” 
 
6. Refer to verses 21-22 and reread them. Raise the 
question, Why did Jesus say to the disciples, “Tell 
no one”? Instruct the students to read silently the 
section titled, Tell No One, in the study guide to 
find the reason Jesus said this. Allow 2-3 minutes 
for them to read the section, then call for a 
volunteer to explain why Jesus said not to tell 
anyone else Who He was. 
 
7. Ask these three thought questions:  
Who do you really think Jesus was?  
Who do you think Jesus is now?  
What difference does it make in your life? 
 
Without pausing for answers, remark that in verses 
23-27, Jesus calls for a life-changing decision in 
those who choose to follow Him. Call for someone 
to reread these five verses. 
  
Encourage Application 
8. Refer to the study guide and read aloud the 
section, Who is Jesus? Pause for a moment 
between each sentence. 
 
Additional Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life  
or Encourage Application  
•Recorded Reading. Tape record the following 
dramatic reading: 
 
Who is He? He is God’s Son. He was born to the 
family of King David. He grew up in Nazareth.  
His mother was Mary. His earthly father was 
Joseph. He was baptized by John the Baptist. He 
was tempted by Satan, but did not sin. He was a 
powerful preacher. He worked many miracles. He 
healed people. He helped them to know and 
understand God. Many people followed Him. He 
chose twelve special followers to help Him. The 
Jewish religious leaders were His enemies. They 
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Connect with Life 
1. Enlist three class members to serve on a 
panel. Direct the panelists to sit in chairs 
arranged at the front of the classroom. Indicate 
that you will help them along with the 
discussion (as moderator). Explain that the 
subject of the panel discussion will be, “Why 
we believe what we believe.”  
     Comment that people believe different 
things. Sometimes they believe very strongly, 
but at other times they are less certain about 
what they believe. State that all kinds of belief 
are to be included in the discussion, not just 
religious beliefs. To get the discussion started, 
ask: How do you go about deciding what you 
believe? 
 
2. Continue the panel discussion for about five 

minutes. Lead the panelists to talk about what part 
the senses (seeing, hearing, tasting, touching and 
smelling) play in believing. As an example, say: I 
believe an apple pie is in the oven because I see an 
empty can of apple pie filling on the counter, feel 
the heat from the oven, and smell the aroma of 
apple pie. Bring out the fact also that people may 
believe something because of their previous 
experiences, the influence of others, or because of 
a “special feeling” (sixth sense, or “gut” feeling). 
Suggest also that some people must think through 
all of the reasons to believe or not believe, while 
others decide at once what they believe without 
thinking it over. 
 
3. Open the discussion to the entire class for a 
minute or two. Then dismiss the panelists to rejoin 
the class. Comment that in the Bible study today, 
we will think about the question, What leads a 
person to say, “I believe in Jesus,” and mean it? 
 
Guide the Study 
4. Mention that this lesson is from the Book of 
John. Relate this lesson to the other three Gospels 
studied in this unit. Note that this is the last lesson 
of the study theme, “God’s Message in the New 
Testament.” 
 
5. Use The Gospel of John section in the study 
guide, and other resources as needed, to give a 
brief introduction to this Gospel. 
 
6. To describe the events of John 20:1-10, read 
aloud the first three paragraphs of The Story of 
Mary Magdalene section in the study guide.  
     Then read John 20:9 from a Bible. Comment 
that the early preachers had said that the Messiah 
would rise from the dead, and Jesus had told His 
followers this would happen. Then say: But the 
disciples still did not understand that Jesus had 
actually risen from the dead. 

Lesson Focus  
The miracles done by Jesus, especially His  
resurrection, call us to faith in Him as the  
Messiah. 
 
Study Aim 
Students will recognize the resurrection, along 
with other miracles done by Jesus, as the basis 
for our faith in Him as the Messiah. 
 
Focal Text  
John 20:11-18, 26-31 (Background text: John 
20) 

 
Memory Verse  
“But these are written so that you may believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. When 
you put your trust in Him, you will have life 
that lasts forever through His name.” (John 
20:31) 
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Unit 1 THE MINISTRY OF JESUS  

Lesson 4  SO THAT YOU MAY BELIEVE  



in Christ; we are all saved by the grace of God to 
the same life that lasts forever. 
 
•Believing. Select a class member you know is a 
Christian. Ask this person if he or she believes 
that Jesus is alive. (“Yes” answer) Next ask: Do 
you believe that Jesus was raised from the dead? 
(“Yes” answer) Then ask: Did you see Him after 
the resurrection? (“No” answer) Finally ask: You 
mean you believe in something you haven’t 
seen? Immediately go on to say that we are 
going to study two people who did see Jesus 
after the resurrection. Add that we will learn 
later in the lesson that Jesus had something 
important to say about people who believe 
without seeing Him. (Inform the person before 
the session of the questions you will ask to be 
sure that the questions are clearly understood.) 
 
Guide the Study   
•Reverse Quiz. Ask five students to each read 
one of the questions to you from the Things to 
Think About section. Explain that this time you 
will respond to the questions; that is, you will let 
them give the test to you. Be prepared, of course, 
to provide good answers. 
 
•Asking Questions. Involve students in raising 
questions for Mary Magdalene and Thomas. 
Request two volunteers to read portions of the 
Bible text. The first student will read about Mary 
Magdalene (verses 11-18) and the second student 
will read about Thomas (verses 26-29). Tell the 
class to read silently the sections, The Story of 
Mary Magdalene and Thomas Believes. Ask 
them to think of questions they would like to ask 
either Mary or Thomas about their experiences 
in seeing Jesus after the resurrection. Encourage 
students to talk about each question. Let them 
suggest how they think Mary or Thomas may 
have answered. (Be sure to thank each student 
who voices a question.) You may prefer to have 
the material for Mary Magdalene read and 
questions for her asked first. Then you could 
repeat the process for Thomas.  
  

7. Let a class member read John 20:11-18 from the 
printed Bible text.  Note that Mary showed no 
surprise or fear when she saw the two angels 
sitting where the body of Jesus had been. Ask:  
Did she not know they were angels? Comment that 
she did not recognize Jesus at first either. Suggest 
that she may have been so sad—so full of 
emotion—that she knew only that someone was 
there, but could not see through her tears who it 
was. Point out that when Jesus called her by name, 
however, she knew His voice and believed at once 
that He was there and alive. 
 
8. To cover the events of John 20:19-25, read 
aloud the first two paragraphs of Thomas Believes 
in the study guide. Then ask someone to read 
verses 26-28 from the Bible text. Ask students 
what difference there was before Thomas saw 
Jesus and afterwards. (Before, Thomas did not 
believe, but afterwards, he believed.) 
 
9. Read aloud verse 29 from the Bible text. Refer 
to the last paragraph under Thomas Believes. Point 
out that it is more difficult to believe what we have 
not seen. Say: But if we do believe without actually 
seeing Christ, this verse tells us that we will be 
especially blessed and made happy. 
 
Encourage Application 
10. Ask someone to read verses 30-31 from the 
Bible text. Identify John 20:31 as the Memory 
Verse. Read it again. Encourage students to learn 
the verse. Remark that Jesus did many powerful 
works (or miracles). The greatest of these works 
was His resurrection. These works call us to faith  
in Jesus as the Messiah. 
 

Additional Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
•Faith Is Faith. State that to have faith in Jesus is 
easy for some people, but it is hard for others. Cite 
examples of someone who is born to a Christian 
family in a Christian country as opposed to a 
person born in a country where a Christian 
becomes an outcast who is made to suffer if she or 
he becomes a Christian. Explain that it makes no 
difference how easy or difficult it is for us to trust 
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Connect with Life 
1. Enlist someone who is a charter member, 
church historian, or long-term member to 
provide a short talk on how your church got 
started. This presentation should not last more 
than 5-8 minutes. Remind this person to use 
very simple words and sentences in speaking to 
your basic English students. 
 
2. Explain to the students that they now know 
how your church began. Ask: But how did the 
first church (in Jerusalem) get started? Read 
aloud the first paragraph of the lesson 
introduction on page 22 of the study guide. 
Urge class members to try and answer the 
question, “Who started the church?” 
 
3. Ask a member to read the rest of the 
introduction (next four paragraphs on page 21) 
as an answer to the question. 

Guide the Study 
4. Advise the class that this lesson begins a new 
unit about The Continuing Ministry of Jesus. Read 
or state in your own words the information in the 
first two paragraphs of the unit introduction in the 
study guide (page 21). 
 
5. Call on three students to each read one of the 
last three paragraphs from the unit introduction (p. 
21) describing Lessons 5, 6 and 7. This will give 
an overview of the unit. 
 
6. Read Acts 1:1-2 as the class follows the reading 
in the printed Bible text. Then direct the class to 
read silently the section, Acts, A Very Important 
Book. Ask them to look for three things that tie the 
books of Luke and Acts together. Help them 
identify that: (1) both books were written to 
Theophilus; (2) Acts 1:1 refers to the writer’s first 
book and describes it in a way that is true to the 
message in Luke’s Gospel; and (3) Luke 1:2 and 
1:9 both mention Jesus’ ascension which was also 
mentioned at the end of Luke (verse 24:51).  
Emphasize that Acts continues the story of Jesus’ 
ministry which began in his Gospel. 
 
7. Recall the talk at the beginning of the session 
about how your church was started. State that Acts 
tells how the early church began in Jerusalem. 
 
8. Ask a student to read Acts 1:3-5 from the Bible 
text. Stress these points: 
•After His death, Jesus appeared (“showed 
Himself alive”) for a period of time. 
•He taught His followers about the holy nation of 
God. 
•He told the followers not to leave Jerusalem, but 
to wait there for the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 
 
9. Call on another student to read Acts 1:6-9. After 
the reading, say: Look at that question in verse 6! 

Lesson Focus  
As we are giving power by the Holy Spirit to 
witness through our words and deeds, we share 
in Jesus’ ministry. 
 
Study Aim 
Students will use the Holy Spirit’s power to 
witness for Jesus. 
 
Focal Text  
Acts 1:1-9, 2:43-47 (Background text: Acts 1-2) 

 
Memory Verse  
“But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes into your life. You will tell about 
Me in the city of Jerusalem and over all the 
countries of Judea and Samaria and to the ends 
of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) 
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Lesson 5  SHARING IN JESUS’ MINISTRY  



the New Testament to describe a group of people 
who trust in Christ, meet together in worship of 
Him, and witness so others will follow Him. 
Explain that it can be either a local church like 
yours or it may include all people who have the 
same religious beliefs. 
 
Guide the Study   
•Word Study. Before the Bible study begins, 
review the words in the Word Study with the 
students. Use these words as a preview of the 
lesson by telling how they fit into the story of 
how the church began. 
 
 •Interim Events. If time permits, provide more 
detail in Step 10 for the events between Acts 
1:10 and 2:42, including: 
—the appearance of two angels and their 
message (1:10-11). 
—the followers’ return to Jerusalem and what 
they did as they waited (1:12-14). 
—the choosing of Matthias to replace Judas, 
including the fate of Judas and the qualifications 
of an apostle (1:15-26). 
—the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost 
(2:1-13). 
—Peter’s sermon (2:14-36). 
—the response of the Jews (2:37-42). 
 
Encourage Application   
•Our Church in Witness. Comment that in Acts 
1:8, Jesus gave the apostles the task of telling 
about Him from Jerusalem to the ends of the 
earth. Remark that this is still the task of the 
church today. Introduce a resource person whom 
you have asked to give a short report on ways 
your church takes part in programs that witness 
for Christ through: (1) church outreach; (2) local 
missions; (3) community services; (4) state 
missions; and (5) missions to other nations or 
people groups. Advise this person to mention 
financial help given, but to put most of the 
emphasis on programs in which people from 
your church are involved. Invite class members 
to ask about any of these programs if they are 
interested in helping. 

Remark that after three years of listening to Jesus 
teach by word and example, the apostles still had 
the wrong idea of His mission. Jesus had been 
telling them about the kingdom of God, but they 
were still asking about a revolt that would allow 
the Jews to set up an earthly kingdom as in the 
time of King David. Jesus said they did not need to 
know when such things would happen. He gave 
the apostles the task of telling about the Gospel 
over all the world. Then Jesus ascended to heaven. 
 
10. Provide a transition to the next part of the focal 
text by asking a member to read The Acts Begin 
from the study guide. 
 
11. Split the class into three study groups. Instruct 
all three groups to read Acts 2:43-47 and A 
Community of Believers in the study guide. Give 
each group one of the questions under Things To 
Think About to answer. When the groups are 
ready, ask for volunteers from each group to 
suggest an answer to the assigned question. 
 
Encourage Application 
12. Point out that Acts 1:8 is the Memory Verse 
for this lesson. Refer to the verse and ask: Where is 
our Jerusalem? Lead the students to identify your 
own city or community as your Jerusalem. In the 
same manner, ask about your Judea (the rest of 
your country) and Samaria (outside your country 
where customs, beliefs, and lifestyles are different 
from yours). Mention that “to the ends of the 
earth” meant the rest of the world. Comment that 
Jesus spoke the words of verse 8 to the apostles.  
Remark that they were to witness to what they had 
themselves seen and heard. Explain that all 
Christians have the same task as the apostles; that 
is, to witness to what they know to be the truth. 
 
Additional Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life   
•The Church. Lead the class in a discussion of the 
church. Ask: What is the church? Is it a building 
used for religious purposes?  Is it a community of 
believers?  Is it all Christians? Allow the class to 
respond to the questions briefly. Then guide them 
to the understanding that church is the term used in 
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Connect with Life 
1. Write the lesson title on the chalkboard. Look 
at the class members thoughtfully and ask who 
first told them about Jesus, or who invited them 
to this church or this class. Encourage 
volunteers to respond. After a few responses, 
tell the class that these people were witnessing; 
that is, they were telling the story of Jesus. 
 
2. Question the class members further to 
determine if the people who witnessed to them 
were of the same or another race. Say: Today’s 
lesson tells how God showed Peter the Gospel 
was for everyone, Gentiles as well as Jews. 
 
Guide the Study 
3. Remind the class that this is the second of 
three Bible studies from the Book of Acts as we 
continue the study theme, “God’s Message in 
the New Testament.” 
 
4. Use story telling as a way to present the 
background passage for this lesson as found in 

Acts 10:1-33. Begin by explaining that, before 
looking at the Bible text for today’s lesson, you 
have a story to tell. Read the Bible passage in four 
segments, as follows: 
 
Verses   Segment 
1-8   God Speaks to Cornelius 
9-16   Peter’s Dream 
17-22   Message Delivered 
23-33   Peter Goes to Cornelius 
 
Stop reading after each segment to provide a break 
in the long story. To encourage class participation, 
ask two or three questions or request class 
comments on the story. Then continue reading the 
next segment. (See also Recorded Story under 
Additional Teaching Ideas.) 
 
5. Announce that we now come to the Bible text 
for this lesson. Identify verses 34-43 as Peter’s 
sermon to Cornelius and his family. Ask a student  
to read these verses from the printed Bible text. 
 
6. Note that Peter’s sermon was very short. 
Suggest that this may have been only a summary 
of what Peter actually said. But as he preached, 
Peter was telling the story of Jesus (point to the 
lesson title on the chalkboard). Use the section, 
Peter’s Sermon, to comment on the passage and 
help students understand new words used there. 
 
7. Divide the class into small study groups of 3-5 
persons each. Instruct members to read verses 44-
48 from the printed Bible text and also Gentiles 
Receive the Holy Spirit in the study guide. After 
two or three minutes, ask volunteers to tell briefly 
what happened and what was important about this 
event. (It was the first time Gentiles had received 
the Holy Spirit and the first time they had been 
baptized without first going through the religious 
act of becoming a Jew.) 

Lesson Focus  
We are to share the Gospel of Jesus with every-
one, inviting them to accept Him by faith. 
 
Study Aim 
Students will develop a carrying approach to 
sharing the Gospel. 
 
Focal Text  
Acts 10:34-48 (Background text: Acts 10) 

 
Memory Verse  
“Then Peter said, ‘I can see, for sure, that God 
does not respect one person more than  
another.’” (Acts 10:34) 
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Refer to the outline as you come to each point. 
 
•Word Study. Make up several sentences using 
words from the Word Study. Type the sentences 
on a sheet of paper but leave a blank space for 
the new word. Provide a copy for each student 
and instruct them to fill in each blank space 
using the correct word from the Word Study.  
When the students show signs of being finished, 
call for volunteers to read aloud their completed 
sentences. Ask other students whether they agree 
or if they chose another word. Clarify any 
differences. 
 
•Clean or Unclean. Use the comments in the 
lesson introduction of the study guide to tell how 
Jews thought about unclean people or things. 
Explain that they had many rules about what 
makes a person clean or unclean. There were 
also rules for how an unclean person could 
become clean again. Jews were prejudiced 
against Gentiles because they were thought to be 
unclean. Note Peter’s comment to Cornelius in 
Acts 10:28. Peter was staying in the home of 
Simon the tanner. Tanners were said to be 
unclean because they had to touch the bodies of 
dead animals. (Tanners are people who make 
leather from animal skins.) Suggest that Peter 
seems to have already overcome some of the 
Jewish beliefs about uncleanness by staying in 
the tanner’s home. 
 
Encourage Application 
•Caring and Sharing. Ask: Do you think some 
people are not good enough to be Christians, or 
would you be willing to tell anyone about 
Christ? State that Peter, like other early 
Christians, believed that only Jews could be 
Christians. People of other races (Gentiles) were 
generally thought to be unclean and not worthy 
to be Christians. Peter had prejudice against the 
Gentiles, but God used the dream to help Peter 
get rid of his prejudice. Most people, even 
Christians like Peter, have some prejudice. 
Explain that if we really care about every 
person’s salvation, we must be willing to tell the 
story of Jesus with anyone of any race or nation. 
   

Encourage Application 
8. Leave the students in these same groups. Tell 
each group to select two of the questions under 
Things To Think About in the study guide. Advise 
them to talk about answers for the questions 
chosen, and to be ready to give their answers to the 
entire class. Allow time for the answers to be 
discussed by the group members. Then call for 
each group to read one of its questions and tell 
how the group answered it. Continue letting each 
group read and answer one question. After all 
groups have responded to the first question, repeat 
the process, letting each group answer the second 
question chosen by its members. 
 
Additional Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
•Living Examples. (This activity is suggested 
primarily for use with international Sunday School 
classes.) Remark that this class is a living example 
of what Jesus taught in the Bible lesson today. 
Refer to the Memory Verse and ask a member of 
the class to read it. Note that, to God, all people 
are the same. The lesson title is  “Telling the Story 
of Jesus,” but it is really about telling the story of 
Jesus to everyone. Explain that as you study the 
lesson, you will see how God shows Peter that the 
Gospel (the story of Jesus) is for Gentiles (people 
of other races), not just for Jews. 
 
Guide the Study   
•Recorded Story. Tape record the Bible reading for 
Step 4. Leave a pause at the end of each segment 
(after verses 8, 16, and 22). As you play it for the 
class, stop the recording when it comes to one of 
these pauses. Use the methods suggested to 
encourage class participation, then continue as in 
Step 4 of the teaching procedures. 
 
•Story Outline. Write an outline of the lesson on 
the chalkboard, as follows: 
—God speaks to Cornelius (Acts 10:1-8) 
—Peter’s Dream (Acts 10:9-16) 
—Delivery of the Message (Acts 10:17-22) 
—Peter Goes to Cornelius’ House (Acts 10:23-33) 
—Peter’s Sermon (Acts 10:34-43) 
—Holy Spirit Comes to the Gentiles (Acts 10:44-48) 
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Connect with Life 
1. As the class arrives, ask them to look at the 
lesson introduction on page 30 (study guide). 
 
2. To begin the session, give a short True or 
False quiz based on the assigned reading. Ask  
members to listen to the statement you will 
read, then say whether it is true or false. Read 
each statement: 
—A Korean who lives in America can become 
a Christian without first becoming an 
American. (True) 
—An African cannot become a Christian 
because his or her culture is different from the 
American culture. (False) 
—Anyone who is not a Jew must go through 
the religious act of becoming a Jew before 
becoming a Christian. (False) 
 
Guide the Study 
3. To provide the necessary background for the 
lesson, indicate that you will read A Story Of 

Two Churches from the study guide. Request that 
class members follow in the study guide as you 
read. After the reading, mention the fact that, “The 
followers were first called Christians at Antioch” 
(Acts 11:26). 
 
4. Summarize briefly the events of Acts 13:44-52, 
as follows: 
•On their first missionary trip, on the Day of Rest, 
Paul and Barnabas went to the Jewish place of 
worship in Antioch of Pisidia and spoke. 
•The people asked them to come back on the next 
Day of Rest, and almost everyone in town came to 
hear them. 
•The Jews were jealous and caused much trouble. 
•When the missionaries said that Lord had told 
them to be a light to the people who were not 
Jews, the Gentiles were glad and many became 
believers. 
•From that time on, the missionaries always 
preached to the Jews first and then to the Gentiles. 
 
5. Read the first paragraph under Trouble At 
Antioch. Continue, reading the lead-in phrase of 
the second paragraph, then verse 1 from the Bible 
text. Use the last part of the second paragraph to 
explain how these men claimed that they had been 
sent by the Jerusalem church, but were not. 
 
6. Select someone to read verses 2-3. Call attention 
to what Paul and Barnabas preached about—not 
the troubles that had come up in the church at 
Antioch, but the good news of many Gentiles who 
were becoming Christians. 
 
7. Ask another person to read verses 4-12. Then 
instruct the students to read silently the section, 
The Jerusalem Council in the study guide. Allow 
two or three minutes for silent reading. Then, 
comment that Peter, the big fisherman, had 
become wiser and more patient since his days with 
Jesus. The Christians had great respect for him. 

Lesson Focus  
God graciously offers salvation to all people on 
the basis of their faith in Christ. 
 
Study Aim 
Students will be able to state how a person  
receives salvation. 
 
Focal Text  
Acts 15:1-21 (Background text: Acts 11:19-26; 
13:44-52; 14:24-15:35 

 
Memory Verse  
“We believe it is by the loving-favor of the 
Lord Jesus that we are saved. They are saved 
from the punishment of sin in the same way.” 
(Acts 15:11) 
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class to respond, but do not indicate whether 
they are right or wrong. Write responses on the 
chalkboard. Explain that at the end of the lesson, 
you will come back and see if the class wants to 
make any changes in the answers. Use any 
opportunity during the Bible study to refer back 
to these responses. Then ask the question again 
at the end of the lesson and allow class members 
to make any changes to their responses. Lead 
them to understand that God graciously offers 
salvation to all people on the basis of their faith. 
 
Connect with Life  
or Guide the Study   
•Word Quiz. Familiarize students with the new 
words in the Word Study. Tell them to study the 
words and definitions carefully for a minute or 
two. Then instruct them to cover the Word Study 
page and to look only at the word list on the first 
page of the study guide. Read random definitions 
from the Word Study and allow the students to 
choose the word that matches the definition. 
 
Guide the Study 
•Map Study. Display a map of the Roman 
Empire. As places such as Jerusalem, Antioch of 
Syria, Tarsus (Paul’s home), Phoenicia, and 
Syria are named, point them out to the students 
on the map. Also show the route of the first 
missionary trip taken by Paul and Barnabas and 
the location of Antioch of Pisidia where the 
events of Acts 13:44-52 took place. 
 
•Graphic Illustration. During the session, as you 
mention a person or group traveling between 
Jerusalem and Antioch, use a simple graphic to 
illustrate the story. Make simple drawings of two 
churches on the chalkboard, one at the left side 
of the board and the other at the right. Label one 
Jerusalem and the other Antioch. Enlist an 
assistant to draw arrows in the direction of travel 
each time a trip is made between the two cities 
and to write the name of the person or group 
traveling. 

Peter spoke with such power and love and truth 
that it left the church leaders speechless—they 
could not argue against him. 
 
8. Comment on verse 12. Tell how Paul and 
Barnabas had been quiet to this point. Note that 
they did not argue with the Pharisees as they had 
done in Antioch, but let the Jerusalem church 
leaders talk about the question among themselves.  
Say that now they simply told of the great work 
God had done with the Gentiles through them. 
 
9. Read verses 13-21 yourself, or have an assistant 
read them as the class members follow the printed 
Bible text in the study guide. For comment on the 
passage, let a class member read the section, The 
Council Decides. 
 
Encourage Application 
10. Involve all class members in reading the 
Memory Verse in unison. Direct all students to 
read the verse aloud at the same time. Repeat the 
reading about three times. Ask the class who we 
stands for in this verse and who they are. Lead 
them to identify we as meaning the Jews and they 
as referring to Gentiles. 
 
11. Still looking at the Memory Verse, ask the 
students how a Jew is saved. Help them find that, 
“it is by the loving-favor of God” that Peter said 
the Jews could be saved. Follow with a question 
asking how Gentiles are saved. Lead them to 
understand that Gentiles are saved in the same way 
as the Jews, with no other requirements. 
 
12. State that loving-kindness, or grace, is a free 
gift of God. Assert that we cannot do anything to 
earn it. Explain that we do need to accept God’s 
grace by confessing that Jesus is the Christ of God 
Who died on the cross to save us from the 
punishment of sin. 
 
Additional Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life  
and Encourage Application  
•Salvation. Begin the session by asking, How does 
a person receive salvation? Allow members of the 
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Connect with Life 
1. Tell this story to the class: 
     Many of Hollywood’s early movies were 
cowboy stories. The stories were always the 
same. There was a good guy. He wore a white 
hat and rode a white horse. His clothes were clean 
and neat. His face was always clean-shaven. 
     Then there were some bad guys. They wore 
black hats and rode black horses. Their clothes 
were wrinkled and dirty. They had whiskers and 
beards. And they looked mean and ugly. 
     It was easy to tell the good guys from the bad 
guys. When some cowboys wearing black hats 
rode into town on black horses, you knew there 
was going to be trouble. There was always a 
battle of some kind between these bad guys and 
the good guy. Of course, the cowboy in the white 
hat always won. But it was fun watching the 
battle between the good and the evil. 
 

2. Comment that we often have battles like that 
going on inside of us—battles between good and 
evil thoughts. Call attention to the lesson 
introduction in the study guide which talks about 
the battle that goes on inside every Christian. Point 
out the highlights of that discussion, especially the 
fourth paragraph which describes how the old 
sinful nature in a Christian is gradually replaced by 
the nature of God. 
 
Guide the Study 
3. Give a preview of Unit 3, using the unit 
introduction on page 34 of the study guide. 
Emphasize the different kinds of books to be 
studied and how the unit completes the story 
begun in the Gospels and continued through Acts. 
 
4. Advise the class that today’s lesson is from the 
Book of Romans. Comment that the theme of 
Romans is how to be made right with God through 
faith. Use the section, Paul’s Letter To The 
Romans, in the study guide to give an overview of 
this important Bible book. 
 
5. State that the Bible study today covers all of 
Romans, chapter 8. Read or relate the first two 
paragraphs of The Power of the Holy Spirit (study 
guide). This will provide background information 
to set the scene for study of the Bible text. 
 
6. Instruct class members to look at verses 5-13 of 
the printed Bible text. Use the third paragraph 
under The Power of the Holy Spirit to give an 
overview of this passage. 
 
7. Request that the class help you to make a chart 
comparing the old sinful nature to the spiritual 
nature of a Christian. From the sample chart that 
follows, write column headings on a chalkboard or 
newsprint. Involve six students, each reading one 
of the verses (5-10) from the printed Bible text. 

Lesson Focus  
The power of the Holy Spirit helps us overcome 
our sinful nature, knowing that nothing can 
separate us from God’s love and promise. 
 
Study Aim 
Students will describe the difference Christ 
makes in their lives in both blessings and  
responsibilities. 
 
Focal Text  
Romans 8:5-17, 31-39 (Background text:  
Romans 8) 

 
Memory Verse  
“If Christ is in you, your spirit lives because 
you are right with God, and yet your body is 
dead because of sin.” (Romans 8:10) 
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12. Help students apply this lesson to their lives 
by asking: What difference has Christ made in 
your life? Lead them to describe both blessings 
and responsibilities which have made a 
difference in their lives since learning about or 
becoming a follower of Jesus. 
 
Additional Teaching Ideas 
Guide the Study 
•Mind Set. Say: To follow the Holy Spirit, we 
must set our minds on doing what is right. Our 
old sinful nature will always be there and will try 
to get our minds to listen to it. If we are strong 
and follow the Holy Spirit, then we will… 
—learn to think and act in the right way. 
—develop good values. 
—do the right thing without thinking. 
—choose friends who do what is right. 
—not have guilty consciences. 
—know that we will have life that lasts forever. 
—feel the love of God in our hearts. 
     Encourage members to listen to God’s Spirit 
and to show the love of Jesus in their lifestyles. 
 
Encourage Application 
•Spiritual Training. Remark that much is being 
written and said these days about physical 
training to keep our bodies healthy. Even more 
important, we need to train our minds and spirit 
to think/do what pleases God. There are many 
ways we can do this: praying for God’s help, 
studying the Bible, reading Christian books or 
magazines, thinking about what is right, helping 
others, teaching others, talking with Christian 
friends, attending Bible study classes and 
worship services, and listening to God through 
His Holy Spirit. God is pleased when we keep 
our minds trained to always do what is right. 

After each verse, ask students to identify a result 
mentioned or suggested by Paul of being 
under the power of either the old sinful 
nature or the Holy Spirit. The finished 
chart should look something like the 
example at right.  
     When the chart is completed, ask the 
class which side of the chart they had 
rather live under. Comment that Paul said it is a 
life or death matter. Read verses 12-13, and move 
on to the next step without further comment. 
 
8. Introduce the idea of adoption by telling 
members to turn to the Word Study. Pronounce 
adopt and adoption, and ask students to repeat the 
words after you. Question members about adoption 
laws and practices in their home country (if 
applicable), unusual stories they have heard about 
adoption, or if they or anyone in their family is an 
adopted child. Use the last paragraph of The Power 
of the Holy Spirit to explain the Jewish practice of 
adoption that Paul had in mind here. Ask someone 
to read verses 14-17 from the Bible text. 
 
9. Touch briefly on Romans 8:13-30. Refer to the 
first paragraph of Living The New Life in the study 
guide for a short summary of these verses. 
 
10. Direct the class to read silently as you read 
aloud verses 31-39. After the reading, say: Listen 
to Paul’s questions. (Read both question and 
response): 
—Since God is for us, who can be against us? No one! 
—Who can say anything against the people God 
has chosen? No one! 
—Who can say we are guilty? No one! 
—Who can keep us away from the love of Christ? 
No one! 
     Draw from the section, Living The New Life, for 
any further comments  Especially point out the 
element of security and our response to God’s 
grace as stressed in the last paragraph. 
 
Encourage Application 
11. Ask: What more can we say? Answer your 
own question by saying that Paul made it very 
clear: Trust in Christ. Follow the Holy Spirit.  
Have life that lasts forever with God. 
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Verse Sinful Nature     Spiritual Nature 
   5 live under power of sin     live under Holy Spirit’s Power 
   6 leads to death      leads to life and peace 
   7 fighting against God     obeys God’s laws 
   8 cannot please God     pleases God 
   9 does not belong to Christ       obeys Holy Spirit 
  10 body is dead because of sin    spirit lives/right with God 

Chart to use in step 7 
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Connect with Life 
1. Question the class about why people write 
letters. Lead them to identify such reasons as: To 
say hello, to talk about family matters, to do 
business, to keep in touch with someone they 
love, to develop friendships, to solve problems, 
or to give and receive information. Write student 
responses on the chalkboard as they are named. 
 
2. Call attention to the discussion of letter 
writing in the First Century, as explained in the 
lesson introduction in the study guide. Remark 
that the Bible study today is taken from one of 
Paul’s letters to the church at Corinth. Comment 
that Paul wrote letters to the churches to teach 
the Christians about Christ, help them with 
problems, and encourage them to be faithful. 
 
Guide the Study 
3. Remark that, to understand why Paul wrote 

the letter we call 2 Corinthians, you must know 
something about the city of Corinth and the church 
Paul started there. Provide these details: 
— In Paul’s time, Corinth was the most important city 
in Greece. It was the capital of the country of Achaia, 
and was a major center of business and trade. 
—The city had an immoral life style. It was widely 
known for its sex sins and wicked ways. 
—Paul started the church at Corinth during his 
second missionary trip. He spent 18 months there, 
much longer than his usual stay in a city. 
—Many of the problems Paul faced with the 
church were because the Christians lived too much 
like the people of the city. 
 
4. Comment that a problem had come up in the 
church at Corinth. Some Jewish Christians from 
Israel came to the church and claimed to be better 
apostles than Paul. Describe them as false apostles 
who used their positions as preachers to make 
money for themselves. Paul heard about this and 
wrote the letter of 2 Corinthians partly to defend 
himself as a true apostle of Jesus. See A Troubled 
Church (study guide) for other reasons he wrote. 
 
5. As background information, explain the attitude 
of many members of the church at Corinth. Unlike 
the other churches Paul started and helped, 
Christians in Corinth were never persecuted but 
were instead on good terms with people of the city. 
Suggest that, because they had not been made to 
suffer, they did not understand Paul’s sufferings. 
Point out that some even thought that they were 
better and more spiritual because they did not have 
to suffer as Paul did. 
 
6. Tell the class to look at the title of today’s 
lesson. Ask: What is a selfless ministry? Allow 
them a moment to respond.  Use the Word Study  
definition to confirm or clarify any student efforts 
to define the word. 

Lesson Focus  
Because we have been made right with God 
through Christ, we are to share the Good News 
with others. 
 
Study Aim 
Students will describe the spirit in which we are 
to serve Christ and share His message. 
 
Focal Text  
2 Corinthians 4:7-11; 5:11-21 (Background 
text: 2 Corinthians 4-5) 

 
Memory Verse  
“Christ died for everyone so that they would 
live for Him. They should not live to please 
themselves but for Christ Who died on a cross 
and was raised from the dead for them.”  
(2 Corinthians 5:15) 
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movements of the hands, head, face or body (a 
nod, a smile or frown, a wave to say goodbye).  
Question the class about differences in the way 
people communicate today as compared to how 
they communicated in the First Century. Use the 
lesson introduction in the study guide to help 
describe the differences. Read aloud at least the 
last paragraph to introduce 2 Corinthians. 
 
•Light from God. Write the words of 2 
Corinthians 4:7 on the chalkboard. Mention that 
this is the first verse from the Bible text for this 
lesson. On a table, display an electric lamp with 
a shade. Request a volunteer to help you with a 
demonstration. First, ask the volunteer to read 
aloud the verse on the board. Explain that the 
lamp is a light and the lampshade stands for our 
human bodies. Hand the plug end of the lamp 
cord to the volunteer. Urge her or him to just 
hold the cord and make the light in the lamp 
shine. When this fails to result in a light, make 
the point that simply holding the cord will not 
make the light shine. Then ask the volunteer to 
plug the cord into a wall outlet. When the light 
comes on, point to the last two sentences of the 
verse on the board and say: This shows that the 
power is from God. It is not from ourselves. 
 
Guide the Study 
•Church and World.  Display a sheet of poster 
board or newsprint on which you have written: 
The church is in the world because it has to be.  
But the ways of the world do not belong in the 
church. Ask class members what this means. 
Lead them to know that God put His church in 
the world to teach the Gospel. The church in the 
world makes the world more pleasing to God.  
But if Christians allow the ways of the world to 
come into the church, then the church slowly 
becomes like the rest of the world. Paul saw this 
happening in the Corinthian church. Explain how 
that is why he stayed for 18 months when he 
started the church, wrote letters, and went back 
to the church several times. Say: In his selfless 
ministry, Paul was deeply concerned for the 
Christians in Corinth and wanted them to know 
the truth about these matters. 
 

7. Use the first paragraph of Less Than Perfect 
(study guide) and background verses 4:1-6 to 
briefly describe Paul’s faithful and selfless 
ministry in preaching the Good News. 
 
8. Let a member read verse 1 from the Bible text. 
Ask: What does “this light from God” mean? If 
they have trouble answering, refer them to the 
second paragraph of Less Than Perfect. 
 
9. Select three listening teams. Instruct the teams 
as follows: 
—Team 1. Listen for ways Paul suffered. (pressed, 
in much trouble, hard life, knocked down, marks 
on body) 
—Team 2. Listen for how Paul felt about the 
suffering. (still had room to move, never gave up, 
could not be destroyed, was not alone) 
—Team 3. Listen for the end result of Paul’s 
suffering. (Jesus made His life seen in Paul’s body.) 
     Be sure the teams understand their assignments, 
then read verses 8-11 from the Bible text. After the 
reading, ask for reports from each team. Use 
responses and provide clues as needed to help the 
teams identify answers listed in parentheses above. 
 
10. Summarize the passage linking the two 
segments of the focal text by requesting someone 
read the last paragraph of Less Than Perfect. 
 
11. Read 2 Corinthians 5:11-21 to the class in 
segments (11, 12-13, 14-16, and 17-21), and use 
the corresponding paragraphs under Paul’s Selfless 
Ministry in the study guide to comment. 
 
Encourage Application 
12. Write on the chalkboard: We are to serve 
Christ and share His message in an attitude of  
s _ _ _ _ _ _ _  ministry. Ask a volunteer to fill in 
the missing letters to complete the word. Lead 
students to identify the word selfless. 
 
Additional Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
•Communication. Ask the class to tell what the 
word communicate means. Bring out that it 
involves talking or writing and at times certain 
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Connect with Life 
1. Before the session, write the Memory Verse 
on the chalkboard, newsprint, or poster board. 
Omit the word faith and leave a blank space. To 
begin the session, remark that God has made 
certain promises to Christians. Ask: How do we 
know He will keep those promises? Whether or 
not a correct response is received, write faith in 
the blank. Comment that we believe God will 
keep His promises because we have faith. 
 
2. Use the lesson introduction and Word Study 
definitions of faith, faithful, and faithfulness to 
clarify the meaning of faith. 
 
Guide the Study 
3. Use the study guide section, The Book of 
Hebrews, to describe this book. Read the section 
in whole or in part, or put it in your own words. 
 
4. Ask a member to read verses 11:1-2 from the 
Bible text. Explain that God was pleased with the 
Old Testament people who were faithful to Him. 

God is pleased with people of faith today, too. 
 
5. Read Hebrews 11:3-7 from a Bible. Compare 
the fact that God made the world “from what could 
not be seen” (verse 3b) to the statement that faith 
“…is being sure of what we cannot see” (verse 
1b). Remark that just as we believe that God made 
the earth and the heavens from nothing, we trust 
by faith in what we cannot see. As you read verses 
4, 5 and 7 respectively, display the heading and 
sentence strips as follows: 
Because of faith… 
…Abel made a better sacrifice. (verse 4) 
…Enoch was taken up into heaven without dying. 
(verse 5) 
…Noah built a large boat to save his family. (verse 7) 
     Note that these were all men who lived before 
the Great Flood. 
 
6. Ask someone to read verses 8-10 from the Bible 
text. Discuss the idea of being a stranger in a new 
place or situation. Relate a time when you felt like 
a stranger. Use the lesson writer’s example under 
Models of Faith in the study guide. Or ask students 
to tell about a time they felt like a stranger 
(perhaps they feel like one now—in this country or 
in this class?). Comment on how much a stranger 
Abraham must have felt as he wandered from 
place to place as he looked for the promised land.  
Abraham never built a permanent home, but 
always lived in tents. Ask: Why? Then answer: 
Because he was “…waiting for a city that could 
not be moved,…a city planned and built by God” 
(verse 10). Earth was only a temporary home for 
Abraham, as it is for all of us; the real “promised 
land” is yet to come for those who remain faithful. 
7. Let another student read verses 11-12. Point out 
that Sarah, Abraham’s wife, had faith, too. Both 
Abraham and Sarah laughed when they first heard 
from God that they would have a child in their old 
age. They laughed because to humans it seemed so 

Lesson Focus  
Having Christian faith means staying faithful to 
God, even when life is difficult. 
 
Study Aim 
Students will measure their faith against the 
best models of faith in biblical history. 
 
Focal Text  
Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-22; 12:1-3 (Background 
text: Hebrews 11:1—12:3) 
 
Memory Verse  
“Now faith is being sure we get what we hope 
for. It is being sure of what we cannot see.” 
(Hebrews 11:1) 
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etc.). Question class members about what these 
things are used for. (Answer: to measure 
something). Ask which items could measure 
your faith. Lead the class to realize that you can 
measure time, temperature, distance, weight, and 
amounts, but you cannot measure faith. The 
writer of the Book of Hebrews did, however, 
give us a long list of models of faith. Because the 
models of faith pleased God, we can compare 
our faith to see if it measures up to theirs. 
 
Connect with Life  
and Guide the Study 
•Models of Faith. On small placards, write the 
names of all the models of faith mentioned in 
Hebrews 11 and place them around the 
classroom. Begin by asking the students what 
they know about these Bible characters. Ask 
what these people all have in common. Write the 
word faith on the chalkboard when it is identified 
as the common trait (or if there is no response). 
Explain that all of the names are mentioned in 
Hebrews 11 as models of faith, and that the class 
will look at some of these in the lesson today as 
examples of faith with whom we can compare 
our own faith. 
 
Connect with Life  
and Encourage Application  
•Footprints of the Faithful. Cut out large 
footprints and write the names of the faithful 
listed in Hebrews 11. Where specific names are 
not given, write brief descriptions, such as, “the 
early preachers” or “women of faith.” Place 
footprints in the room leading from the seating 
area out the door. As students arrive, chat about 
the names. Explain that these are footprints of 
great people of faith in the Old Testament. Ask 
students what they know about the names. Avoid 
questions about why the footprints lead outward, 
or quickly change the subject if asked. At the end 
of the session, ask students why they think the 
footprints lead out of the room. Say: These many 
people who have had faith in God are around us 
like a cloud (Hebrews 12:1a). Explain to class 
members that the footprints lead outward so that, 
as they leave, they can follow in the footsteps of 
these great models of faith. 

impossible that they could have children in their 
old age. Assure the class that faith, not doubt, led 
God to honor them as He did. Question the class 
about how many stars are in the sky or how many 
grains of sand are by the sea. Comment that, 
though they started their family late in life, 
Abraham and Sarah truly gave birth to a great 
nation of people. 
 
8. Instruct class members to read silently verses 
13-16 for a minute or two. Then ask a volunteer to 
give a summary (see Word Study) of these verses. 
Help bring out that:  
•“These people” refers to the models of faith 
mentioned in Hebrews 11;  
•They died without actually receiving God’s 
promises;  
•They knew that they were just strangers here and 
hoped for their true home; and  
•Because God is pleased to be called their God, He 
has made a city for them. 
 
9. Note that the Bible text now returns to the story 
of Abraham. Direct the students to follow in the 
Bible text as you read verses 17-22. Point out that 
Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph were all sons and 
descendants of Abraham, and it was through their 
faith that God’s promise was fulfilled to make 
Abraham the father of a great nation. 
 
10. Either read Hebrews 11:23-40 or summarize its 
content as in the last paragraph of Models of Faith 
in the study guide. 
 
Encourage Application 
11. State that the author of Hebrews has told us 
about many models of faith whose stories are 
written in the Old Testament. Then read to the 
class Hebrews 12:1-3 from the Bible text. Follow 
this by reading the study guide section, Running 
the Race. Conclude by writing on the chalkboard: 
Faith is a race in which all who finish are winners. 
 
Additional Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life  
•Measuring Faith. Display measuring devices 
(rulers, tape measures, calendars, clocks, 
measuring cups/spoons, scales, thermometers, 
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Connect with Life 
1. Show the students a package of chocolate 
candies. Say: I just love chocolate candy. Do 
you? Suggest that you will be glad to share one 
or two pieces of the candy with those who share 
your love for it. Comment that almost everyone 
loves chocolate. But, mention that the word love, 
as used in this sense, really means that we like or 
enjoy it. Involve the class in a discussion of the 
word love and its many meanings in English. 
Refer to the Lesson 11 introduction (study guide) 
regarding the different kinds of love. Note that the 
Greek language had five different words for love. 
 
2. Introduce agape as a word meaning God’s 
kind of love. Though it is a Greek word, it now 
appears in English dictionaries as well. 
 
Guide the Study 
3. Divide members into groups of 3-5 persons. 
Give all groups the same assignment, as follows: 
Read the section titled, The Book of John, in the 
study guide. Look for: 
—Why we call 1 John a “general letter.” 

—The kind of writing 1 John really is, and why. 
—Why 1 John was written. 
—One of the main themes John liked to teach and 
write about. 
 
       Tell the groups to choose one person in their 
group to read as the others listen, and then to talk 
about the four study items. Allow no more that 
five minutes for reading and study. Then put each 
study item into the form of a question for one of 
the groups to answer. 
 
4. Let a class member read verse 7 from the Bible 
text. After the reading, ask: What is the source of 
love? Refer to the Word Study for a definition of 
source. Explain: “Because love comes from God” 
(verse 7), God is the source of love. 
 
5. Hold up a coin. Point out that the coin has two 
sides. Remark that verse 7b tells us about one side 
of the coin of love; that is, those who love God are 
God’s children and they know God. State that the 
next verse tells about the other side of the coin. 
Read verse 8 aloud. Note that the last part of the 
verse says: God is love. Comment that God’s very 
nature, according to John, is agape love, so that 
those who do not have this nature of love are not 
God’s children. 
 
6. Call on another student to read verses 9-11 of 
the Bible text. Use the last paragraph of God Is 
Love (study guide) to comment on this passage. 
 
7. Direct class members to read verses 12-14 
silently. Allow time for all students to read the 
verses. Ask these questions: 
•What is the result is of our loving each other?  
(v. 12, God lives in us) 
•What help has God given us for daily living?  
(v. 13, the Holy Spirit) 
•What did John mean in verse 14? (the apostles 

Lesson Focus  
Because God has loved us, we are to love one 
another. 
 
Study Aim 
Students will let their love of God be seen in 
their love for all people. 
 
Focal/Background Text  
1 John 4:7-21 
 
Memory Verse  
“Dear friends, let us love each other, because 
love comes from God. Those who love are God’s 
children and they know God.” (1 John 4:7) 
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►agape love: godly love; perfect love 
►family love: love and kindness to a person’s 
own family 
►brotherly love: friendship 
►human love: love for all people; love of 
strangers 
►physical love: love of the body; sexual love 
     As you read the following examples, ask 
students to identify which kind of love is 
indicated in these situations (possible answers 
are indicated in parentheses for the benefit of the 
teacher). Some situations may fall into more than 
one category. 
—A girl helps a friend with her homework. 
(brotherly) 
—A boy and a girl kiss. (physical) 
—A man helps build a house for a poor family. 
(human, or agape) 
—A man brings home flowers to his wife on her 
birthday. (family) 
—A husband and wife hug each other. (physical, 
or family) 
—A group of men help clean up after a storm in 
a nearby city. (human, agape) 
—A missionary goes to another country to teach 
about Christ. (agape) 
—Someone leads a Bible study in a prison. 
(agape) 
—A family invites friends to their house for a 
meal and fellowship. (brotherly) 
      
Guide the Study 
•Commentary. (Substitute for Steps 7-9 of the 
teaching procedures.) Allow a student who reads 
well to read verses 12-21 from the Bible text (in 
study guide). Then use Christian Love (study 
guide) to comment on the passage. Mention the 
verse references as you encourage students to 
follow the verses in the study guide as you read 
and talk about them. 
 
Encourage Application  
•Living Examples. Invite class members to tell 
stories about someone they know or have heard 
about who has shown the agape kind of love to 
other people. Apply these as examples of how 
we as Christians should show our love in similar 
situations. 

were witnesses to Jesus’ death and resurrection) 
 
8. Request someone (student or teaching assistant) 
to read verse 15. Remark that to be willing to 
speak out about the Gospel is a sign that we are 
“living by the help of God.” 
 
9. Read verse 16-21 yourself as the students follow 
along silently in the Bible text. Note the statement, 
“God is love,” appears again in verse 16. If we live 
in love, we have the help of God. The thought in 
verses 17-18 is that we should have no fear of the 
punishment for sin on the day God judges if we 
have the agape kind of love in our hearts. 
 
Encourage Application 
10. Write the lesson title on the chalkboard. Or just 
say it aloud and pause a moment before 
continuing. Refer students to the Things To Think 
About section in the study guide. Permit a different 
student to read each question. Encourage the class 
to respond after each question is read. 
 
11. Lead the entire class in reading the Memory 
Verse in unison. Encourage them to let the love 
that comes from God be seen in the way that they, 
as children of God, love each other. 
 
Additional Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life  
•Love from the Heart. On the chalkboard or poster 
board, draw the shape of a heart. Use red chalk or 
marker pen if you can. Question class members 
about what the shape is and whether it has any 
special meaning. Listen for a response indicating 
love as a meaning associated with the heart shape. 
Write LOVE inside the shape. Ask what love has 
to do with the heart. Lead them to suggest such 
ideas as: “The heart is the source of love;” “Love 
is the heart of life;” “Love comes from the heart 
and not the head;” or “If the love of God isn’t in 
your heart, it can’t be shared with others.” 
 
Connect with Life  
or Guide the Study  
•Kinds of Love. Write on the chalkboard these five 
kinds of love: 

  25 

   Teaching Guide                                  GOD’S MESSAGE IN THE NEW TESTAMENT                  Unit 3 Lesson 11 



   Teaching Guide                                  GOD’S MESSAGE IN THE NEW TESTAMENT                  Unit 3 Lesson 12 

Connect with Life 
1. Indicate that this is going to be an interesting 
lesson. Write last days on the chalkboard. Ask 
two or three students if they know when their 
“last days” are going to be. Refer to the lesson 
title and question other class members about 
when the second coming of Jesus is going to 
happen. Ask: Where will you be? What will you 
be doing? Will you be ready? 
 
2. Advise students that we will go to the end of 
our lesson to begin our study. Tell them to turn 
to the Things To Think About section on the last 
page of the lesson. Read aloud all five questions. 
Inform them that you do not want them to try to 
answer the questions, but just to think about 
them for now. 
 
Guide the Study 
3. Enlist someone (preferably a man, who will 
read as if he were Peter) to read the entire printed 
Bible text from the study guide. Direct students 
to follow the reading in their copies of the study 

guide. Ask how they feel about these future events 
Peter described. Lead them to express any fears, 
concerns, or questions about the last days. Help 
them understand that no one but God knows just 
when and how this will happen, but that the Bible 
tells us that it will happen. Explain that, because 
we believe it will happen, Christians know that 
they must always be ready for the last days. 
 
4. Provide a brief summary of 2 Peter, as given in 
The Book of 2 Peter in the study guide. 
 
5. Redirect the class back to the questions under 
Things To Think About in the study guide and look 
for answers in the Bible text. Ask question 1: Why 
has God delayed the return of Jesus? State that 
there will always be people who “laugh at the 
truth” (verses 3-4). Use the discussion under God’s 
Timing in the study guide for further comments. 
 
6. Ask question 2, What things will happen in the 
last days? Note that in verse 6, Peter reminds us 
that the earth was once destroyed by a great flood. 
State that this was God’s judgment on the people 
then who lived in sin. Recall God’s promise after 
the flood that the earth would never be destroyed 
by water again. Question the students briefly about 
whether there may be as much sin in the world 
now as there was before the great flood. Suggest 
that it may be time for the day God judges people. 
Mention that, in both the Old Testament and New 
Testament, fire is described as a way of God’s 
judgment (Exodus 24:17; Deuteronomy 9:3; 
Hebrews 10:27). Assign three students to read 
aloud verses 7, 10, and 12. Suggest that in this day 
of powerful bombs and scientists’ warnings of 
global warming, it is easier for us to believe that 
the earth could be destroyed by fire. 
 
7. Ask question 3: Why do we need patience in 
waiting for the last days? Request someone to read 

Lesson Focus  
Because Christ promised to return, we should 
always live a life that is holy and God-like. 
   
Study Aim 
Students will change any patterns of living that 
are not holy and God-like. 
   
Focal/Background Text  
2 Peter 3:3-15a 
   
Memory Verse  
“Since all these things are to be destroyed in 
this way, you should think about the kind of life 
you are living. It should be holy and God-like.” 
(2 Peter 3:11) 
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Additional Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
•End Times. Use the lesson introduction to get 
the students’ interest. Read or ad lib as you wish. 
Pause after the second paragraph, and ask class 
members how they would get ready for Christ’s 
return if they knew when it would happen. After 
a few responses, continue reading the last three 
paragraphs. 
 
•Like a Robber. Advise the class that you want to 
read a warning that is in the Bible text today. 
Read aloud 2 Peter 10a. Question class members 
to determine if any of them have ever been 
robbed. Refer to the Word Study definition to be 
sure the students understand the meanings of the 
word robber and what it means to be robbed. 
Use the experiences of class members or one of 
your own to point out that thefts and robberies 
usually happen when we do not expect them. If 
we knew we were going to be robbed, we would 
be very careful and would do something to keep 
it from happening. Remark that, in this verse, 
Peter warns us that the day of the Lord will come 
like a robber—when we do not expect it. 
 
Guide the Study 
•Complete Lesson. If your students need practice 
reading, teach the entire lesson from the study 
guide, allowing different students to read, as 
follows: 
—Use The Book Of 2 Peter section in the study 
guide to introduce the Bible book. 
—Read verses 3-10 from the Bible text. 
—Read the section titled, God’s Timing.  
—Read verses 11-15a from the Bible text. 
—Read the section titled, Get Ready! 
—Add your own commentary or questions 
where appropriate. 
 
 

verses 9 and 15a to the class. Stress that God 
wants everyone to hear the Gospel and be made 
right with Him. Point out that there are still 
hundreds of thousands of people who have never 
heard of Jesus Christ. Explain that many live in 
countries where there is no religious freedom and 
their governments will not allow Christians to 
teach the Gospel. Suggest that we may be waiting 
on God, but that God is waiting on us to find ways 
to get the story of Christ to these people. State that 
it is not slowness, but mercy that has caused God 
to delay Christ’s return. 
 
8. Ask question 4: What can we do to get ready for 
the last days? Give the three reasons detailed in 
paragraphs 3-6 under the study guide section, Get 
Ready! Refer to the verse references given in 
parentheses as you mention the respective reasons. 
 
9. Finally, ask question 5: Why is it important to be 
faithful to God at all times? Direct class members 
to look in verses 8, 10 and 13 of the Bible text for 
answers. (Write these verse numbers on the 
chalkboard for reference purposes.) Lead them to 
identify that: (1) God’s time is not the same as 
ours; (2) We do not know when Christ will return, 
so we must always be ready; and (3) Only those 
who remain faithful (right with God) will be 
allowed into God’s new kingdom. 
 
Encourage Application 
10. Erase everything on the chalkboard and write 
The Promise of His Coming. Remind students that 
this is the lesson title. Remark that we have this 
promise, but we don’t know when Christ will 
return. It could be today, tomorrow, or within our 
lifetime. But it doesn’t really matter, because how 
we are living now is just as important as how we 
are living the day Jesus returns. Explain that what 
matters is that we always stay right with God.  
 
11. Comment that the “last days” are coming. Ask: 
Are you ready for Christ’s return? Pause, then ask: 
Seriously, are you ready? Advise students to take 
Peter’s advice. Quote the advice in 2 Peter 3:11, 
the Memory Verse, to conclude. 
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Connect with Life 
1. As class members arrive, ask them to read 
silently the introduction on the first page of 
Lesson 13 in the study guide. Suggest that they 
look up the words in bold type under the Word 
Study section. Allow two or three minutes, if 
needed, for all students to finish. 
 
2. Write the word symbol at the top of the 
chalkboard. Then write in one column the 
numerals 1, 2, and 3. Beside them in a second 
column, write the words one, two, and three. 
Point to the latter and explain that these are 
words. Then point to the numerals and say that 
these are symbols we have come to identify with 
the numbers. On other areas of the chalkboard, 
write other symbols that students will likely 
recognize. Group them by categories, such as: 
mathematics (+ - x ÷ =); money ($ ¢); 
punctuation (. ! , ; : ? “ ”); directions (N S E W); 
colors (red/danger or stop, yellow/caution or 
afraid/cowardly, blue/boy or sad, pink/girl, 

purple/royalty, white/purity, green/envy); time 
(A.M./morning or P. M./evening); dates (12/31/01); 
numbers (13/unlucky or teenager, 21/adult age, 7 
or 21/lucky); and general (♥ ♪ † ☺ ☼ # @ & % ® 
©). Go through these quickly. Remark that these 
symbols are familiar to most Americans, but may 
not be to people of other countries. In the same 
way, the author of Revelation used symbols that 
only Christians would understand. 
 
Guide the Study 
3. Use the section, The Revelation, to provide 
information on Revelation’s author and content. 
 
4. Explain that the first three chapters of 
Revelation tell about the seven letters John wrote 
to the churches. In today’s lesson, he tells about 
his vision of seeing into heaven. State that Chapter 
4 is not printed in the study guide as part of the 
Bible text, but it is an important part of the study. 
Choose one of the following methods to use this 
passage as background information for the study: 
•Method 1. Read the study guide section titled, 
John’s Vision Of Heaven, as a summary of the 
chapter. 
•Method 2. Summarize Revelation 4 in your own 
words. 
•Method 3. Assign everyone to listen for what is 
happening in the vision as you (or a teaching 
assistant) read the entire chapter from a Bible. 
     Then question the class about what was going 
on in John’s vision and lead them to understand 
that all the beings in heaven were praising and 
worshiping God. 
 
5. Choose someone to read verses 1-4 of the Bible 
text printed in the study guide. 
 
6. Instruct class members to read silently the study 
guide section titled, Christ And The Locked Book. 
Allow a minute or so for them to read the section. 

Lesson Focus  
Because Christ has paid the price for our salva-
tion, He is worthy of our highest praise and 
worship. 
   
Study Aim 
Students will faithfully worship and serve God. 
   
Focal Text  
Revelation 5 (Background text: Revelation 4-5) 
   
Memory Verse  
“Then I heard every living thing in heaven and 
on the earth and under the earth and in the sea 
and all that are in them. They were saying, 
‘Thanks and honor and shining-greatness and 
all power are to the One Who sits on the throne 
and to the Lamb forever.’ ” (Revelation 4:13) 

  28 

Teaching Guide 
Unit 3 KNOWING THE MEANING OF JESUS  

Lesson 13  WORTHY IS THE LAMB 



public libraries, how many newspapers and 
magazines they read, or any other questions 
about reading the printed word.  
     Explain that the purpose of these questions is 
to make it clear that books and other reading 
materials are found everywhere in our society. In 
the first century, there were very few books and no 
magazines or newspapers. Most people could not 
read. Describe the kind of book (scroll) used in 
early times (see Christ And The Locked Book in the 
study guide). All scrolls were written or copied by 
hand (with pen and ink), and that they were usually 
kept in government offices or religious places, not 
in peoples’ homes. Remark that today’s lesson is 
about such a book, a very special book. 
 
Connect with Life  
or Guide the Study 
•Scroll. Make a scroll from wooden dowels (or 
an old broom handle cut in half) and a length of 
heavy brown paper. With a dark pen, write on 
the paper the Memory Verse; Lesson 13’s 
introduction (in study guide); the part about early 
books in the study guide section, Christ And The 
Locked Book; or other parts of the study guide. 
Be sure to leave space at the top and bottom of 
the brown paper to staple, tape, or glue the paper 
to the dowel rod. Write on both sides of the 
paper. Use the scroll to demonstrate the “book” 
of John’s vision as an activity to create interest at 
the beginning of the session or when the book is 
first mentioned in the Bible text. 
 
Guide the Study 
•Read and Report. (Substitute for steps 5-7.) Break 
the class into seven individuals or groups and 
assign each group one of the seven paragraphs from 
Christ And The Locked Book and The Lamb Who Is 
Worthy. Instruct them to study the paragraph and be 
ready to tell about what they have read. After two 
or three minutes, call for reports, in order. If anyone 
has trouble explaining a paragraph, allow them to 
just read it. After all the reports have been made, 
read the last line of The Lamb Who Is Worthy 
yourself or in unison with the class. (Mention that 
there were seven paragraphs studied in this activity, 
which makes it a “perfect and complete” study of 
the lesson.) 

Then ask someone to describe the “book” that 
John would have seen in his vision. Follow this 
with the question: Why did John begin to cry? 
(There was no one who had the power or who was 
worthy to open the book.) 
 
7. Let another student read verses 5-10 of the Bible 
text. Ask students to think about the One Who 
could open the book. Ask: What do we know about 
Him? Direct class members to identify what the 
Bible text says about Him. Help students to 
identify these characteristics, and list them on the 
chalkboard or newsprint as they are mentioned: 
—Power of a lion (verse 4) 
—Had won the victory (v. 4) 
—From the family group of Judah (v. 5) 
—Of the family of David (v. 5) 
—Looked as if He had been killed, but was alive (v. 6) 
—Seven horns and seven eyes (v. 6) 
—Was worshiped by four living beasts and 24 
leaders (v. 8) 
—Blood was given for all people (v. 9) 
—Was worthy to open the book (v. 9) 
     Use the first four paragraphs of The Lamb Who 
Is Worthy to comment on these characteristics. 
 
8. Request one more student to read verses 11-14 
of the Bible text. Read aloud the last two 
paragraphs of The Lamb Who Is Worthy. 
 
Encourage Application 
9. Ask the questions under Things To Think About 
and allow class members to respond. 
 
10. Ask a student to read aloud the Memory Verse.  
Conclude by reading aloud the Study Focus: 
Because Christ has paid the price for our 
salvation, He is worthy of our highest praise and 
worship. 
 
Additional Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
•Books. Question students about the books they 
have read or used recently. Ask how many books 
they have in their homes (Bibles and dictionaries 
are books), how many books they read each year, 
how often they look up information in books, how 
many schoolbooks their children have, if they use 
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