ADULT BIBLE STUDY
IN BASIC ENGLISH

GOD’S MESSAGE
in the

NEW TESTAMENT
Robert Coder
BAPTISTWAY

Dallas, Texas

ADULT BIBLE STUDY IN BASIC ENGLISH
GOD’S MESSAGE IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
Copyright  2001 by BAPTISTWAY PRESS®.
All rights reserved.
Permission is granted for a church to make as many copies of this publication as needed for use within its
ministry. Copies of this publication are not to be sold, distributed, or used in any other manner whatsoever
without written permission except in the case of brief quotations. For information, contact BAPTISTWAY
PRESS, Baptist General Convention of Texas, 333 North Washington, Dallas, TX 75246-1798.
BAPTISTWAY PRESS® is registered in U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.
Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW LIFE Version,
Copyright © 1969, 1976, 1978, 1983, 1986, Christian Literature International, P. O. Box 777, Canby, OR
97013. Used by permission. Identified by “N.L.V.”
First edition: August 2001.
BAPTISTWAY Management Team
Executive Director, Baptist General Convention of Texas: Charles Wade
Coordinator, Church Health and Growth Section: H. Lynn Eckeberger
Director, Bible Study/Discipleship Center: Dennis Parrott
Administrator, Curriculum Development Office: Bernard M. Spooner
Publishing consultant: Ross West, Positive Difference Communications
Language Materials Team
Writer for Basic English Bible Comments for Units 1, 2, 3
Robert Coder, First Baptist Church of Richardson, Richardson, Texas
Editor for Basic English Bible Comments for Units 1, 2, 3
Janet Roberts, Prestonwood Baptist Church, Plano, Texas
Editor for Basic English Teaching Guide for Units 1, 2, 3
Cindy Dake, First Baptist Church of Arlington, Arlington, Texas
Facilitator for the Adult Basic English Team
Joe Bruce, Project Director, Texas Partnerships, Baptist General Convention of Texas
Patty Lane, Director, Office of Intercultural Initiatives, Baptist General Convention of Texas
Nelda P. Williams, Facilitators Coordinator and Manager, Curriculum Development Office

2

GOD’S MESSAGE IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
It has been called the greatest story ever told. It began about 2,000 years ago. It
continues today. The story has no end. It will continue for the rest of time.
What is this story? It is the story of Jesus Christ. Jesus lived on earth for only 33 years.
His ministry lasted about three years. The work Jesus started has continued through the
writings of His followers. These are the writings of the New Testament.
The New Testament books are in four groups. These groups are the Gospels, history,
letters, and final things. These thirteen lessons take stories from all four groups. This
study will help you understand God’s message to you in the New Testament.
Unit One, The Ministry of Jesus
Lesson 1

It’s Time

Mark 1:1-15

Lesson 2

This Is Really Living!

Matthew 4:23-5:16

Lesson 3

Who Is He?

Luke 9:18-27

Lesson 4

So That You May Believe

John 20:11-18, 26-31

Unit Two, The Continuing Ministry of Jesus
Lesson 5

Sharing in Jesus’ Ministry

Acts 1:1-9; 2:43-47

Lesson 6

Telling the Story of Jesus

Acts 10:34-48

Lesson 7

Good News for Everyone

Acts 15:1-21

Unit Three, Knowing the Meaning of Jesus
Lesson 8

New Life in Christ

Romans 8:5-17; 31-39

Lesson 9

Selfless Ministry for Christ

2 Corinthians 4:7-11; 5:11-21

Lesson 10

Faith Means Being Faithful

Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-28, 32-12:3

Lesson 11

Love, the Heart of the Gospel

1 John 4: 7-21

Lesson 12

The Promise of His Coming

2 Peter 3:3-15a

Lesson 13

Worthy Is the Lamb

Revelation 5
3

UNIT 1
THE MINISTRY OF JESUS
Adult Bible Study in Basic English

The first four books of the Bible are called the Gospels. The
Gospels are the heart of the Bible. They tell about the Good
News of Jesus Christ. Each Gospel writer told about the Good

UNIT 1:
THE MINISTRY
OF JESUS

News. But each had his own purpose for writing. Each wrote in
a different way from the others.
Our study of the Gospels begins with Mark. He wrote the

Lesson 1

first Gospel and the shortest. Mark’s Gospel was written to

It’s Time

Christians in Rome. It was for people who were not Jews.

Mark 1:1-15

The Gospel of Matthew is the first book in the New
Testament. Matthew’s Gospel was written after Mark’s. It

Lesson 2
This is Really Living!
Matthew 4:23-5:16

includes most of the stories from Mark. Matthew wrote to help
Jewish people learn about Jesus.
My favorite Gospel writer is Luke. Luke wrote for people
who are not Jews. He also wrote that God’s message is for all

Lesson 3
Who Is He?
Luke 9: 18-27

people. Luke told some stories not in the other Gospels.
The last Gospel, John, is very different from the other three.
John tells more of Jesus’ time in Judea and Jerusalem than of
His early life in Galilee. John wrote to help people know that

Lesson 4
So That You May Believe
John 20:11-18, 26-31

whoever trusts Jesus will have life that lasts forever.
With a piece of the story from each of the Gospels, this unit
tells about the ministry of Jesus.
Bob Coder wrote all thirteen lessons for this study. He and his wife, Lenora, live in Allen and are members of
the First Baptist Church of Richardson. After taking early retirement, Bob and Lenora served more than
four years with the International Mission Board in London and Zimbabwe. They have taught English as a
Second Language (ESL) classes in the past. They now work with a Spanish speaking Sunday School class at
their church. Bob wrote several quarters of lessons and teaching procedures for youth through the Sunday
School Board (now Lifeway) during the 1970's and 1980's. The Coders have a son and three daughters and
twelve grandchildren.

4

GOD’S MESSAGE IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

THE MINISTRY OF JESUS

It’s Time

Unit 1, Lesson 1

IT’S TIME
Lesson
1
Adult Bible Study in
Basic English

Look at the title of this lesson. What is time? We all know what
it is. But how do we define it? Try to describe time without using
the word “time”.
In simple words, time is the way we put order into our lives. It
is the way we record the passing of history. We divide periods of

Bible Text
Mark 1:1-15

history into large or small parts. For example, we speak of years,
months, days, hours and minutes. How did you define time?
People today think of time in terms of calendars and clocks.

Memory Verse
He said, “The time has
come. The holy nation
of God is near. Be
sorry for your sins,
turn from them, and
believe the Good
News.” –Mark 1:15

But the same word, “time,” can also mean the moment of a
particular event. Your birthday, for example, happened at one
point in time.
Read the “Memory Verse” at the left. Jesus said, “The time has
come.” The time He spoke of does not mean a certain day or hour.
Instead, He talked about an event. He announced the beginning of
the holy nation of God.
In this lesson, you will learn that Jesus preached about the holy

Word List
Baptize: to dip a
person under water as
a sign that they have
turned away from sin
to trust in God.
Baptizer or Baptist:
one who baptizes
people.
desert: a dry area
where there is very
little rain and only a
few plants or trees.
Jesus Christ.

nation of God. You will see how Jesus’ ministry fits into God’s
purpose in history and for your life.
A Different Kind of Food
In Zimbabwe, Africa, there is a type of ant that lives in very
large anthills. At certain times of the year, these ants grow wings.
As the evening sky turns dark, they fly out from their anthills by
the hundreds. They swarm around any light that is shining on the
street or in a building. They fly around until their wings fall off.
When I lived in Zimbabwe for three years, I saw some of the
Africans gather these ants and eat them. Most of us don’t eat ants,
but they do have food value. This lesson tells how a man chosen
by God lived in the desert by eating insects, much like the flying
ants, with honey.
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honey: a sweet, sticky
food made by bees.
locust: an insect that
hops and flies short
distances, eating the
leaves of plants in its
path.

THE MINSTRY OF JESUS

It’s Time

Unit 1, Lesson 1

The Gospel of Mark
Today’s lesson comes from the Book of Mark. Mark is one of
the four Gospels in the Bible. Most people believe that John
Mark wrote the book. He is usually called by his second name,
Mark. Mark grew up in Jerusalem. His mother, Mary, had a very
large house for that time. Her home was used as a meeting place

Messiah, Christ: a
Savior for the people of
Israel, as promised by
God through the early
preachers.

for the Christian believers. It may also have been the location of

ministry: serving God by
teaching or helping
people.

also have helped the young John Mark trust in Jesus and become

theme: subject, topic, or
main idea.

1.
2.

3.
4.

5.

Things To Think
About
What was the theme of
Mark’s gospel?
What was the main
purpose of John the
Baptist’s ministry?
How did John feel
about baptizing Jesus?
Why do you think
Jesus, who had no sin,
wanted to be baptized
by John?
What was the theme of
Jesus’ preaching?

the Upper Room. That was where the twelve followers met for
the Last Supper with Jesus.
The apostle Peter was like a father to Mark, and called him
“my son.” (Mark’s real father may have been dead.) Peter may
a follower. Mark later went on missionary trips with Paul and
Barnabas.
We believe Peter gave Mark many of the stories and ideas
used in his Gospel. Mark knew people who had been with Jesus
and had good information for his writing.
A Promise of Good News
The theme of Mark’s Gospel is that Jesus Christ is the Son of
God. He speaks of this in the very first verse of his book. Mark
wanted everyone to know that God sent His Son, Jesus, to die for
their sins so that they could have life that lasts forever.
Where did the Good News begin? Mark explained that it was
part of God’s plan. It started with the words of the early
preachers. The early preachers delivered God’s messages. They
told of a Messiah, like King David, Whom God would send.
They said that this Messiah would restore the kingdom to Israel.
The early preachers also said that God would send someone
ahead of the Messiah to make the way ready. This person would
be like the early preacher, Elijah. The Jews remembered Elijah
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THE MINISTRY OF JESUS

It’s Time

Unit 1, Lesson 1

because he was a strong voice for God. He

Baptist. Many of the Jews turned back to God

spoke out against the wicked king, Ahab.

because of John.

The voices of the early preachers had not

The Arrival of Jesus

been heard for over 400 years. The Jews

Mark used few words. He told about John

almost forgot about the Messiah promised

the Baptist (verses 4-8). Then quickly he told

by the early preachers. They made their own

about how Jesus came (verses 9-11) and how

rules for worship. They acted religious, but

John baptized Jesus. Mark’s main purpose in

they had turned away from God. God

telling about the baptism was to show God’s

needed a strong voice to speak out for Him.

approval of Jesus. Look at how both God and

He wanted to tell the people about their sin.

the Holy Spirit were there when Jesus came

He wanted them to come back to Him. John

up out of the water.

the Baptist became the voice to tell them

After the baptism, the Holy Spirit “at once”

about the arrival of the Messiah.

sent Jesus to the desert. This was the same

Who was John the Baptist? Mark did

desert that John went to, to get ready for his

not tell us much about him. You can read

ministry. Jesus also went there to get ready.

more about John in Luke 1:5-25. Matthew

Verse 14 of the Bible text tells us that

3:1-17 and John 1:6-34 also tell about John.

“John the Baptist was put into prison.” That

As a young man, John lived in the

is how his ministry ended. His work was

desert. The desert was so dry and lonely that

done. Now it was time for Jesus to begin His

no people wanted to live there. Only a few

ministry.

wild animals lived in the desert. It was a

In verse 15, Jesus said, “The time has

place where John could be alone and think

come. The holy nation of God is near.” What

about God. He could get ready for his

did He mean? What is the holy nation of God?

ministry in this quiet place.

In Christian writing, the holy nation of God

John was a simple man who wore

is more often called the “kingdom of God” or

unusual clothes. He ate the only food that he

“kingdom of heaven.” A kingdom is a nation

could find in the desert, locusts and honey.

ruled by a king. Christians believe that Jesus

Then he went to places along both sides of

came as a King. He came to rule over a

the Jordan River to preach and baptize

spiritual nation. The holy nation of God was

people. Because of this, he came to be

the theme of Jesus’ preaching.

known as John, the Baptizer or John, the
7
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It’s Time

Unit 1, Lesson 1

take off His shoes.

Mark 1:1-15
1 The Good News of Jesus Christ, the

8 I have baptized you with water. But He

Son of God,

will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

2 begins with the words of the early

9 Jesus came to the Jordan River from the

preachers: “Listen! I will send My helper

town of Nazareth in the country of Galilee.

to carry the news ahead of you. He will

He was baptized by John.

make the way ready,

10 As soon as Jesus came up out of the

3 His voice calls out in the desert,

water, He saw heaven open up. The Holy

‘Make the way ready for the Lord. Make

Spirit came down on Him like a dove.

the road straight for Him!’” (Isaiah 40:3)

11 A voice came from heaven and said,

4 John the Baptist preached in the

“You are My much-loved Son. I am very

desert. He preached that people should be

happy with You.”

baptized because they were sorry for their

12 At once the Holy Spirit sent Jesus to a

sins and had turned from them. And they

desert.

would be forgiven.

13 He was tempted by Satan for forty days

5 People from over all the country of

there. He was with wild animals but angels

Judea and from Jerusalem came to him.

took care of Him.

They told of their sins and were baptized

14 After John the Baptist was put in prison,

by John in the Jordan River.

Jesus came to the country of Galilee. He

6 John wore clothes made of hair from

preached the Good News of God.

camels. He had a leather belt around him.

15 He said, “The time has come. The holy

His food was locusts and wild honey.

nation of God is near. Be sorry for your

7 He preached, saying, “One is coming

sins, turn from them, and believe the Good

after me Who is greater than I. I am not

News.”

good enough to get down and help Him

8

GOD’S MESSAGE IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

THE MINISTRY OF JESUS

This Is Really Living

Unit 1, Lesson 2

THIS IS REALLY LIVING!
What makes you happy? Having a lot of money? Holding
an important position? Having freedom? Being able to control
people? Being with your family or friends? Helping other
Adult Bible Study
in Basic English

people?
Writing things for other people makes me happy. Painting

Bible Text
Matthew 4:23-25; 5:1-16

oil pictures makes me happy too. And I am happy when I can
travel with my wife to other countries.
You may have guessed that “happy” is an important word

Memory Verse
Let your light shine in
front of men. Then they
will see the good things
you do and will honor
your Father Who is in
heaven. Matthew 5:16
Word List
Beatitude: a teaching that
describes how a person
should live in the
kingdom of God.

in the Bible study today. It means blessed, glad, or full of joy.
We feel good inside when we are happy. In the Bible text, the
word means something like “pleasing to God” or “honored by
God. It makes Christians very happy when we please God.
God wants us to be happy. In this lesson, Jesus names some
things that will make us happy. These are not rules by which
we can live and be saved. Instead, they are the way people
think and live under God’s grace.
The Gospel of Matthew
Matthew was the collector of taxes that Jesus called as a
follower early in His ministry. If Matthew did not write all of
the Gospel, he at least helped with it.
The main idea in the Book of Matthew was to help other

NOTE: In this lesson,
Matthew talks about “the
holy nation of heaven.” This
means the same as “the holy
nation of God” or “kingdom
of God” in last week’s
lesson. Matthew was a Jew,
and he was writing especially
for people who were Jews.
To the Jewish people, the
name of God was holy. They
were afraid to speak or write
it. Matthew therefore used
heaven instead of God so that
it would not trouble the Jews.

Jews know that Jesus was the Messiah. Matthew began by
naming the early fathers of Jesus. He also used many sayings
from the Old Testament that spoke about the Messiah.
Matthew hoped these things would prove to the Jews that
Jesus was the Messiah.
Preaching In Galilee
The last lesson ended with Jesus going to Galilee to preach.
Matthew 4:23-25 tells what Jesus did during His early
ministry there.
9
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character: the things,
good or bad, that make
you who you are.

THE MINISTRY OF JESUS

This Is Really Living

Unit 1, Lesson 2

Why did Jesus heal the sick and lame? One reason was that
Jews thought people were sick or lame because they had
sinned. Jesus’ healing was a sign of God’s grace and blessing

grace: God’s free gift of
love and kindness to
people; favor that
cannot be earned.

on people the Jews thought had sinned so badly. Healing also

miracle: an unusual action
by God or with God’s
help that is not normally
thought by humans to be
possible.

and even from nearby countries. They wanted to see Jesus

sermon: a talk, usually by
a preacher, to let people
know how to live a life
that is pleasing to God.
values: the rules or beliefs
by which a person lives.

proved that Jesus had the power of God to do such miracles.
In Galilee, many people heard about Jesus’ preaching. They
heard about His miracles. People came from all over Galilee
themselves. Many wanted to be healed by Him.
How To Be Happy
In Chapters 5-7 of his gospel, Matthew wrote down a very
important sermon given by Jesus. It is called “The Sermon on
the Mount.? Mount is short for mountain. The Sermon on the
Mount gives Jesus’ greatest teachings on right and good things
about the kingdom of God.
The sermon began after Jesus went up on a mountain
(Matthew 5:1). He began to teach the followers. People in the
crowd could hear Him as well.

Things To Think About
1. From what Jesus told
the followers about light
and salt, what is the
work of the church
today?
2. If God’s people, the
church, did not act as salt
and light to the world,
what would the world be
like?

Jesus opened His sermon with a list of sayings called
“Beatitudes” (Matthew 5:3-12). The Beatitudes tell how a true
follower will live. They describe the values of those who
belong to the holy nation of heaven. A brief explanation of
each Beatitude is given below:
1. (Verse 3) Happy are those who are humble. They know
that they do not deserve God’s grace. Such people belong to
God’s kingdom.
2. (Verse 4) Happy are those who are sorry, not only for
their sins but also for the sins of others. They have God to give
them comfort.
3. (Verse 5) Happy are those who are gentle and kind. They
use their strength for God’s glory and for other people’s joy.
10
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This Is Really Living

Unit 1, Lesson 2

They will enjoy the earth now and forever.

of a person in God’s kingdom. People who have

4. (Verse 6) Happy are those who want

the values described in the Beatitudes are rare in

to be right with God. They seek His grace

the world today. But the doors to the kingdom

like food or water when they have hunger

of heaven are open to those who live by these

and thirst. People who try hard to do right

ideals.

will be filled with God’s love.
5. (Verse 7) Happy are those who have

Values In Action
In Matthew 5:13-16, Jesus went on teaching

love and forgiveness for others. They, in

His followers. He told them, “You are the salt of

turn, will receive love and forgiveness

the earth.” (verse 13) Can you guess what He

from God.

meant?

6. (Verse 8) Happy are those who have

Salt helps food stay good. It also makes food

no evil thoughts. They seek God only, and

taste better. The Lord’s people have the work

not money or power or things of this

and the power to make the world and the people

world. Because their hearts and minds are

in it better. As salt acts in food, Christians work

clean, they have the promise of seeing

in the world to keep it from becoming more

God face to face.

evil. A person who is “the salt of the earth” has

7. (Verse 9) Happy are those who are at
peace with God and other people. They

the best character possible.
Jesus also told the followers, “You are the

help bring peace to others too. People who

light of the world.” (verse 14) The light should

love peace as God does will be His

not be hidden, but placed where it is useful. The

children in the kingdom of God.

world is full of darkness. It needs a source of

8. (Verse 10) Happy are those who

light to fill the darkness. Jesus Christ is that

have their faith tested and suffer because

Light? No one can live for Jesus and hide the

they stay true to God. They will have a

Light in his or her character. Matthew 5:16 is

place in the kingdom of God.

the memory verse for this lesson. Think about

9. (Verses 11-12) You will be happy

the words of Jesus in this verse. Become a

when you are treated badly and suffer

shining light to the world so that others may see

because of your trust in God, as the early

the true light of Jesus in you.

preachers did. Be joyful now, knowing
that you will be fully repaid in heaven.
These beatitudes describe the character
11
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This Is Really Living

Unit 1, Lesson 2

Matthew 4:23-25; 5:1-16
Matthew 4
23
Jesus went over all Galilee. He taught in their places of worship and preached the
Good News of the holy nation. He healed all kinds of sickness and disease among the
people.
24
The news about Him went over all the country of Syria. They brought all the sick
people to Him with many kinds of diseases and pains. They brought to Him those who had
demons. They brought those who at times lose the use of their minds. They brought those
who could not use their hands and legs. He healed them.
25
Many people followed Him from Galilee and Judea. They followed Him from the
cities of Decapolis and Jerusalem. They followed Him from Judea and from the other side
of the Jordan River.
Matthew 5
1
Jesus saw many people. He went up on the mountain and sat down. His followers
came to Him.
2
He began to teach them, saying,
3
“Those who know there is nothing good in themselves are happy, because the holy
nation of heaven is theirs.
4
Those who have sorrow are happy, because they will be comforted.
5
Those who have no pride in their hearts are happy, because the earth will be given to
them.
6
Those who are hungry and thirsty to be right with God are happy, because they will
be filled.
7
Those who show loving-kindness are happy, because they will have loving-kindness
shown to them.
8
Those who have a pure heart are happy, because they will see God.
9
Those who make peace are happy, because they will be called the sons of God.
10
Those who have it very hard for doing right are happy, because the holy nation of
heaven is theirs.
11
You are happy when people act and talk in a bad way to you and make it very hard
for you and tell bad things and lies about you because you trust in Me.
12
Be glad and full of joy because your pay will be much in heaven. They made it very
hard for the early preachers who lived a long time before you.
13
You are the salt of the earth. If salt loses its taste, how can it be made to taste like
salt again? It is no good. It is thrown away and people walk on it.
14
You are the light of the world. You cannot hide a city that is on a mountain.
15
Men do not light a lamp and put it under a basket. They put it on a table so it gives
light to all in the house.
16
Let your light shine in front of men. Then they will see the good things you do and
will honor your Father Who is in heaven.
12
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Who Is He?

Unit 1, Lesson 3

WHO IS HE?
Church has always been a part of my life. I learned about God
and His Son, Jesus, as a very small boy. I knew that Jesus died on
the cross for my sin. But I had never made a public decision to
Adult Bible Study
in Basic English

make Jesus Lord of my life.
I was 12 years old and not very sure of myself. I did not like

Bible Text
Luke 9:18-27

people to watch me. When I became the center of attention, it
made my face turn red and feel warm.
One Sunday morning as my pastor was preaching, I felt like he

Memory Verse
Jesus said to them, “But
who do you say that I am?”
Peter said, “You are the
Christ of God.”
Luke 9:20

was talking to me. At the end of the sermon, he spoke to those of
us who wanted to make Jesus Lord of our lives. He asked us to
come to the front of the church.
I knew all the Bible stories. I knew that Jesus had died for me.
I wanted Jesus to be my Lord. I felt like the pastor was looking at
me. It seemed as if all the people in the church had their eyes on
me. My face got red. I felt warm all over.

Word List
confess: to admit that some
action or fact is true.
confession: a statement
about one’s religious
beliefs.
decision: the act or process
of deciding; taking a
choice from several
options.
disciple: a follower of
Jesus, especially one of
the Twelve closest to
Jesus.
Gentile: a person who is
not a Jew.

As I stood there, my hands held tightly onto the seat in front of
me. I wanted to go, but couldn’t move. Then it happened? I
realized that I had stepped out and was walking to the front.
Surely God’s Holy Spirit gave me a little push. I would never
have moved without help.
I gave my life to Christ that day. I was afraid of being in front
of people. But they were all happy about my decision.
Who is Jesus? He is my Lord and Savior. Who is He to you?
THE GOSPEL OF LUKE
The Book of Luke is the third Gospel. Luke was a doctor. He
began to travel with Paul, the apostle, on Paul’s second trip to tell
about Jesus. Luke, as “the dear doctor” (Colossians 4:14), may
have helped Paul with a sickness of some kind.
Luke was the most skillful of the Gospel writers. His writing
ability gave life and beauty to his stories. Luke tells about Jesus’
13
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outcast: a person who is
not liked; one who is not
allowed to stay around
other people.
revolt: an attempt by
people to take over a
government with which
they are not happy.

THE MINISTRY OF JESUS

Who Is He?

Unit 1, Lesson 3

love for the poor, the weak, and the outcasts of Jewish society.
He reports how Jesus gives attention to the place of women in the
holy nation of God.
Luke was a Gentile. He wrote his Gospel to someone named
Theophilus, which means “lover of God. Theophilus was an
important person. While Luke addressed his Gospel to only one
person, the message was for every “lover of God.”
Peter’s Confession
The ministry of Jesus comes to an important turning point in

Things To Think About
1. Why was the idea of a
suffering Messiah so hard
for the disciples to
accept?
2. Why is it important that
we, like Peter, confess
that Jesus is “the Christ of
God?
3. What can you do to
become a better disciple
of Jesus?

Luke 9:18-21. Peter confessed that Jesus was “the Christ of
God” (verse 20). This opened the door for Jesus to warn Peter
and the others of the difficult days ahead (verses 22-27).
Peter was clearly the leader of the disciples. He was a
fisherman in Galilee before he became Jesus’ disciple. Peter was
strong in faith. But his faith at the cross was weak. He denied
three times that he knew Jesus. Peter learned how hard it is to
keep your faith in times of trouble.
Jesus led Peter to his confession slowly. First, Jesus asked
who the people said He was. The disciples named those they had
heard people mention. Then Jesus wanted to know, “But who do
you say that I am?” (verse 20). Peter boldly made his confession.
Other Gospel writers give more details about this event. Both
Matthew 16:13 and Mark 8:27 tell us that it took place near
Caesarea Philippi. This peaceful area is located near where the
Jordan River begins. Here, Jesus could rest and teach the
disciples. Matthew 16:17-19 also tells how Simon’s name was
changed to Peter because of his strong faith. Luke was the only
one to begin the story with Jesus “praying alone” (verse 18).
Tell No One
Peter was right? Jesus was indeed the Christ of God. Then why
did Jesus instruct the disciples to “tell no one”?
14
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The Jewish people had not yet begun to

Who Is He?

Unit 1 , Lesson 3

(Matthew 9:23-27). First, Jesus said that a disciple

think of Jesus as the Messiah. They thought

“must forget about himself” (Matthew 16:24).

of Him as John the Baptist or one of the

Serving Christ must come first in a Christian’s

early preachers. It had been difficult for

life.

Jesus to lead even the disciples to confess
that He was the Messiah, or Christ.
The Jews had long expected a Messiah

Taking up a cross in that day was a serious
matter. Usually, it applied to a criminal or
someone who led a revolt against the government.

who would free them from the Romans.

It meant carrying a cross to the place where one

They wanted a strong military leader, like

would die on it, as Jesus did later. A Christian

King David. They wanted a leader who

should be ready to take up this cross every day.

would once again make Israel a powerful

Following Jesus becomes a way of life.

nation. Jesus did not wish to cause a revolt

In America, people rarely suffer because of

by making people think He was that kind of

their religious beliefs. But in countries where

Messiah. So He said, “tell no one.”

religious leaders run the government, Christians

In verse 22, Jesus clearly said what kind

are often outcasts. They lose their jobs. Their

of Messiah He was to be. He would not lead

families no longer love them. Many are put in

an army in revolt. Rather, He would be One

prison. Sometimes, they are even killed. These

Who would suffer, and die, and be raised

people must carry their crosses to be Christians.

from the dead. This idea of a suffering

Verses 24-26 are not easy to understand. To

Messiah must have been difficult for the

live a life to please yourself only, isn’t life at all.

followers to accept.

To have real life, one must follow Jesus.
Who Is Jesus?

Matthew added in his Gospel that Peter
took Jesus away from the other disciples.

Everyone must answer the question, “Who is

Peter spoke very sharply to Jesus about

Jesus? Is He someone from the past who was a

saying such things. Jesus then spoke sharply

powerful preacher, like John the Baptist? Is He an

to Peter. He said, “Get behind me, Satan?

early preacher like Elijah or Jeremiah who lives in

Your thoughts are not thoughts from God

memory only? Or is He the Messiah, the Christ of

but from men.”

God, Who lived, and died, and was raised again—

The Christian Way Of Life
In the final part of the Bible text, Jesus
explains the cost of being a true disciple

and Who now sits at the right hand of God?
Who is Jesus to you? Make your decision today
to follow Him.
15
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Luke 9:18-27
18 While Jesus was praying alone, His followers were with Him. Jesus asked them, “Who
do people say that I am?”
19 They said, “John the Baptist, but some say Elijah. Others say that one of the early
preachers has been raised from the dead.”
20 Jesus said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter said, “You are the Christ of
God.”
21 Then Jesus spoke to them and told them to tell no one.
22 He said, “The Son of Man must suffer many things. The leaders and the religious
leaders and the teachers of the Law will have nothing to do with Him. He must be
killed and be raised from the dead three days later.”
23 Then Jesus said to them all, “If anyone wants to follow Me, he must give up himself
and his own desires. He must take up his cross everyday and follow Me.
24 If anyone wants to keep his own life safe, he must lose it. If anyone gives up his life
because of Me, he will save it.
25 For what does a man have if he gets all the world and loses or gives up his life?
26 Whoever is ashamed of Me and My Words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him
when He comes in His own shining-greatness and of the Father’s and of the holy
angels.
27 I tell you the truth, some standing here will not die until they see the holy nation of
God.”
16
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SO THAT YOU MAY BELIEVE
My wife was late getting home from work one day. Her office
is in a small town nearby. A narrow road goes through farmland
straight from our house to her office. It takes only five minutes
Adult Bible Study
in Basic English

to drive.
I called her office to see if she was still there. She had left half

Bible Text

an hour earlier. It would soon be dark, and her safety concerned

John 20:11-18, 26-31

me. I worried that she had been in an accident or had car trouble.
After more than an hour, she pulled into the driveway. She was

Memory Verse
But these are written so
you may believe that Jesus
is the Christ, the Son of
God. When you put your
trust in Him, you will
have life that lasts forever
through His name.
John 20:31

tired, but okay.
She explained what had happened. A short distance from her
office, the road was blocked because of an accident ahead. There
were no side streets, so she had to turn around and try to find
another way home.
We had just moved into the area, and she had taken a new job.
She had learned only one way home. She headed for an
expressway that she knew was about a mile to the west. She
knew she had gone in the right direction because she was driving
into the setting sun. The bright sun blinded her. She drove right

Word List
appearance: the act of
showing up, appearing, or
coming into sight or view.
emotion: strong or deep

across the bridge and over the expressway. She had driven
several miles before realizing that she had already passed it.
In today’s lesson, you will learn of an experience like this by
a follower named Mary Magdalene. Mary looked right at Jesus
after His resurrection. With tears in her eyes, she did not
recognize Him…until He said her name.

feeling, such as happiness,
sadness, anger or fear.

The Gospel Of John
The first three Gospels are much alike. John chose not to tell

recognize: to become

the same stories again. He wrote new ones, and told them in a

aware of someone known

different way.

before; to see a familiar
face.

John was one of the twelve disciples chosen by Jesus. He was
“the follower, whom Jesus loved” in John 13:23. With Peter and
17
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resurrection: the rising of
Christ from the dead.
tomb: a grave; a cave or
stone structure where the
dead are buried.
Things To Think
About
1 Who was the first
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James, John was one of the three in Jesus’ inner circle of
friends. He saw the things himself about which he wrote (John
19:35, 21:24).
John’s Gospel has been called the greatest book ever written.
It certainly ranks as one of the Bible books quoted most often.
The Story Of Mary Magdalene
Mary Magdalene had been one of Jesus’ most loyal
followers. She became a follower after Jesus made seven
demons leave her earlier in His ministry. Mary became part of a

person to see Jesus

small group of women who followed Jesus from place to place.

alive after His

And she was one of the women near the cross when Jesus was

resurrection?

crucified. Mary showed great love and emotion for Jesus,

2 Why do you think Mary
Magdalene was such a
loyal follower of Jesus?
3 Why do you think that
Mary did not recognize
Jesus at first?
4 How do you think Jesus
got through the locked

Whom she called “Teacher.”
Mary did not sleep much the night of Jesus’ death on the
cross. Early the next morning, she arose and went to the tomb.
Mary was the first to learn that Jesus’ body was missing from
the tomb. She ran to tell Peter and John.
The two disciples rushed to the tomb. They found Mary’s
report to be true. Perhaps they knew in some sense that Jesus
had risen. But it was too much for them to understand at that
time. (John 20:1-10)

doors and into the room

Mary, filled with emotion, returned alone to the tomb.

where the disciples had

Through her tears, she saw the two angels. She did not appear

gathered?

surprised by this sight. She simply answered their question, then

5 What advantage did
Thomas have that you
and I do not have
today?

turned around. There stood Jesus, but she did not recognize
Him. This was His first appearance after the resurrection.
Why did Mary not recognize Jesus? Was she not able to see
through her tears? Was she overcome with grief and emotion?
Did Jesus look different from before? Perhaps she just did not
expect to see Him again. We do not know. The Gospel writers
often left out details such as this. So we can only wonder why
18
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she did not immediately know her Lord.

the nails in Jesus’ hands. He would have to feel

But when Jesus called her name, Mary

the hole made in Jesus’ side by the soldier’s

instantly recognized Him. Her emotion

sword. Because he did not believe, he is often

changed from sadness to great joy.

called “Doubting Thomas.”

Mary, so very happy that Jesus was

Eight days later, the disciples met again in a

alive, wanted to cling to Him. But Jesus

room with all the doors locked. This time,

told her not to hold onto Him. He had not

Thomas was with them. Once again, Jesus came

come back to stay. He would not return to

and stood among the disciples. After the same

His life as it was before. He had done what

greeting of peace as before, He turned at once to

He came to do. He would soon go back to

Thomas. “Put your finger into My hands. Put

His Father.

your hand into My side,” Jesus said. But such

After this, Mary hurried to tell the

proof was not needed. Thomas recognized Jesus.

disciples this new and wonderful news. She

He no longer doubted. “My Lord and My God!”

had seen the Lord!

he said.

Thomas Believes
On that same day, in the evening, Jesus

Then Jesus made a statement that is very
important to me and to you. Read verse 29 in the

made another appearance (see John 20:19-

Bible text. Thomas saw Jesus and believed. But

25). Ten of the disciples were together in a

you and I have not seen Jesus. What Jesus said is

room. They had locked the doors because

that if we believe without seeing Him, we will be

they were afraid of the Jewish leaders. One

happy and blessed!

of the disciples, Thomas, was not with
them. Then Jesus came into the room and

The Call To Believe
In verse 30, John spoke of many other

stood among the disciples. He greeted

powerful works that Jesus did. Not all of these

them. Then He breathed on them so that

were written in John’s Gospel. He gave only

they received the Holy Spirit. He gave

enough examples so that you may believe that

them power to forgive people’s sins. Then

Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.

He left them.
When Thomas joined the disciples later,

As the memory verse says, put your trust in
Jesus and you will have life that lasts forever.

they told him of Jesus’ appearance. Thomas
did not believe them. He said he would
have to see for himself the marks made by
19
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John 20:11-18, 26-31
11 Mary stood outside the grave crying. As she cried, she got down and looked inside the
grave.
12 She saw two angels dressed in white clothes. They were sitting where the body of Jesus
had lain. One angel was where His head had lain and one angel was where His feet had
lain.
13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you crying?” She said to them, “Because they have
taken away my Lord. I do not know where they have put Him.”
14 After saying this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there. But she did not know
that it was Jesus.
15 He said to her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who are you looking for?” She thought He
was the man who cared for the garden. She said to Him, “Sir, if you have taken Jesus from
here, tell me where you have put Him. I will take Him away.”
16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned around and said to Him, “Teacher!”
17 Jesus said to her, “Do not hold onto Me. I have not yet gone up to My Father. But go to
My brothers. Tell them that I will go up to My father and your Father, and to My God and
your God!”
18 Mary Magdalene went and told the followers that she had seen the Lord. She told them
the things He had said to her.
19 - 25...
26 Eight days later the followers were again inside a house. Thomas was with them. The
doors were locked. Jesus came and stood among them. He said, “May you have peace!”
27 He said to Thomas, “Put your finger into my hands. Put your hand into My side. Do not
doubt, believe!”
28 Thomas said to Him, “My Lord and My God!”
29 Jesus said to him, “Thomas, because you have seen Me, you believe. Those are happy
who have never seen Me and yet believe!”
30 Jesus did many other powerful works in front of His followers. They are not written in
this book.
31 But these are written so you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. When
you put your trust in Him, you will have life that lasts forever through His name.
20
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The four Gospels tell the story of Jesus’ life and ministry on
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Lesson 5
Sharing in Jesus’

earth. What happened after He was taken up into heaven? How
has the ministry of Jesus gone on for 2,000 years? How does it
go on even today?
It goes on through the work of the church. This unit leads us

Ministry

through a short study from the Book of Acts. Acts tells how the

Acts 1:1-9; 2:43-47

Lord’s work went on in the early church. That work still goes on
today.
Lesson 5 tells how the church began to grow. Jesus talked to

Lesson 6
Telling the Story of
Jesus
Acts 10:34-48

His followers just before going up into heaven. Jesus told the
disciples that they would receive the power of the Holy Spirit.
Then He said that they would tell about Him from Jerusalem to
the ends of the earth. This lesson also tells how the believers
lived. It tells how they shared all that they owned.
In Lesson 6, you will learn how Peter led a Gentile and his
family to trust in Jesus. (Before that, only Jews could be

Lesson 7
Good News for
Everyone
Acts 15:1-21

Christians.) But some Jews still felt that a Gentile should go
through the religious act of becoming a Jew. They caused
trouble in the church at Antioch.
Lesson 7 shows how the church worked through that problem.
The church at Antioch sent some leaders to Jerusalem. They met
with leaders of the church there. They had seen that God sent
His Holy Spirit to Gentiles as well as Jews. This helped them
decide that a Gentile did not have to do the religious act of
becoming a Jew to be a Christian.
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SHARING IN JESUS’ MINISTRY

Who started the church? Did Jesus call the apostles together
and say, “Brothers, let’s start the church to keep My ministry
going after we all die?” Did the apostles decide to start the
Adult Bible Study
in Basic English

church after Jesus’ ascension? Did Peter start the church after
Jesus told the apostle he was the rock on which He would build
His church? Or, did the church just happen?

Bible Text
Acts 1:1-9; 2:43-47
Memory Verse
“But you will receive
power when the Holy
Spirit comes into your
life. You will tell about

The truth is that the church actually did “just happen.” No one
person or group ever started the church. The church was God’s
plan for His people all along. But God never led any particular
person to plan or organize His church.
The first followers of Jesus all came out of the Jewish
religion. They had their beautiful Temple in Jerusalem. It met all
of their religious needs. They loved the traditions in which they
grew up. They didn’t want another place to worship!
Jesus’ disciples didn’t want to leave the religion of their

Jerusalem and over all

fathers. They thought at first that Christianity was only for the
Jews. All they wanted was for other Jews to see the truth that

the countries of Judea

Jesus was the Messiah promised by their early preachers.

Me in the city of

and Samaria and to the
ends of the earth.”
Acts 1:8
Word List
apostle: “one who has

Do we still have a limited vision for the church like the
disciples did? Or will we take the Gospel to our own cities and
country and to all peoples of the world?
Acts, A Very Important Book
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John all wrote Gospels. Together,
they gave us a good report on the life and ministry of Jesus. But

been sent”; one of the

only Luke went beyond the Gospel to tell us more. Luke wrote
the Book of Acts. He wrote his book to someone named

twelve Jesus sent out to

“Theophilus.” That is the same person he wrote to in the Gospel

tell the Good News.

of Luke. In Acts 1:1, Luke reminded Theophilus of his first

ascension: the act of

book. In it, he wrote about “all the things Jesus did and taught

going up; the event of
Jesus’ being taken up into
heaven.

from the beginning…”
The sentence ends in verse 2a, “…until the day He went to
heaven.” Luke told about the ascension at the end of his Gospel.
He refers to the ascension at the very beginning of Acts. The
22
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general area or with the
same interests.
lifestyle: way of life; the
usual way a person lives.
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Book of Acts tells about the history of the early church. We
would know very little about the early church without this book.
Acts is therefore a very important book for us to study.
Final Teaching and Instruction
After Luke greeted Theophilus, he went on to tell about the
teaching and training Jesus gave the missionaries, or apostles
before His ascension.
Remember that the apostles were just ordinary men. They had

must be done.

been with Jesus for about three years, but they still did not fully
understand His mission. They had gone through all of the

witness: to tell others

emotions - anger, fear, disappointment, sorrow, surprise, wonder,

assigned; something that

something you know to be
true; to talk about your
religious beliefs.

and joy. Then, Jesus told them how they would be baptized with
the Holy Spirit. He said that they would take the Gospel to all the
world. That was a lot for them to think about.
The apostles had all the facts. They knew the promises of the
early preachers. They had heard Jesus’ teachings. They had

Things To Think
About
1. Why should every

watched Him do miracles. They had seen His sinless lifestyle.
They knew about the kingdom of God. They had watched as
Jesus died on the cross. They had seen the empty tomb. They

Christian be a witness

were with Jesus after the resurrection. Yet, the apostles still were

to others?

not ready for the task Jesus would leave to them.
So, Jesus spoke to the apostles through the Holy Spirit. He

2. In what ways is the
church of today like
the early church? How
is it different?
3. How can the lifestyle

told them what they needed to do. For forty days, Jesus
continued to teach and train them for the huge task before them.
While they were all together, Jesus told the apostles to go to
Jerusalem and wait. He said that the Holy Spirit would come to

of the early Christians

them there. The Holy Spirit would give them power to witness.
The apostles still did not understand. They asked once again,

be an example to the

“Lord, is this the time for You to give the nation back to the

church today?

Jews?” (verse 6). Jesus had taught them about the kingdom of
God. But they spoke of the kingdom of Israel. They still thought
Jesus would lead a revolt against Roman rule and give power
back to the Jews. Patiently, Jesus explained their task again.
23
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Then He was taken up into heaven.
The Acts Begin
While the apostles were still looking up
after Jesus’ ascension, two angels stood

Unit 2, Lesson 5

of the early Jewish preachers had said this would
happen. Peter witnessed and told them the Good
News of Jesus Christ. Many believed. About
3,000 people put their trust in Jesus that day.

beside them. “They said, ‘You men of the

A Community Of Believers
The 3,000 new believers joined the apostles

country of Galilee, why do you stand there
looking up into heaven? This same Jesus
Who was taken from you into heaven will

Sharing in Jesus’ Ministry

and those who were with them. They became a

return in the same way you saw Him go up

community of believers. “They were faithful in
listening to the teaching of the missionaries. They

into heaven.’” (Acts 1:11)

worshipped and prayed and ate the Lord’s supper

After the ascension, the disciples waited

together.” (Acts 2:42)

in Jerusalem as Jesus had instructed them.

This community of believers did not call

They did not know how long they would

themselves “the church.” Remember, all of the

have to wait. Ten days after the ascension,

first believers were Jews. They still went to their

on the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit

Temple to worship. The name church did not

came. Pentecost was a special feast to be
happy about the harvest.

exist until after many Jews had to leave

All the apostles and many other
followers were in one place when the Holy

Jerusalem. They went to new communities away
from the Temple. Then when they met for
worship, they called themselves the church.

Spirit came. There were 120 people

A wonderful thing happened to this new

gathered for prayer. Three things happened.

Christian community. They were filled with the

First, there was a sound from heaven like a

Holy Spirit. They loved one another. They began

very strong wind. Second, something that

to share whatever they had with other Christians

looked like flaming tongues of fire came

who had needs. They worshipped together daily,

down on the followers. And third, the
followers began to speak in languages they

not just once a week. They ate their meals with

did not know. They spoke about the works

other Christians. Their hearts were very happy.
Other Jews saw this happiness in the Christian

of God. Jews from all over the Roman

community. They had respect for the Christian

world were there for Pentecost. Each heard

lifestyle. The Christians began to witness to them.

the Gospel in his of her own language.

The Jews could see that God was at work. Every

Some of the Jews laughed at them and

day, some of them were sorry for their sins and

said they were full of new wine. But Peter

became Christians. That same kind of witness can

stood up to preach. He told them how one

work today. Are you a witness for Jesus?
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Acts 1:1-9; 2:43-47
Acts 1
1 Dear Theophilus, in my first writings I wrote about all the things Jesus did and taught from
the beginning
2 until the day He went to heaven. He spoke to the missionaries through the Holy Spirit. He
told those whom He had chosen what they should do.
3 After He had suffered much and then died, He showed Himself alive in many sure ways for
forty days. He told them many things about the holy nation of God.
4 As they were gathered together with Him, He told them, “Do not leave Jerusalem. Wait for
what the Father has promised. You heard Me speak of this.
5 For John the Baptist baptized with water but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy
Spirit.”
6 Those who were with Him asked, “Lord, is this the time for You to give the nation back to the
Jews?”
7 He said, “It is not for you to know the special days or the special times which the Father has
put in His own power.
8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes into your life. You will tell about
Me in the city of Jerusalem and over all the countries of Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the
earth.”
9 When Jesus had said this and while they were still looking at Him, He was taken up. A cloud
carried Him away so they could not see Him.
Acts 2
43 Many powerful works were done by the missionaries. Surprise and fear came on them all.
44 All those who put their trust in Christ were together and shared what they owned.
45 As anyone had need, they sold what they owned and shared with everyone.
46 Day after day they went to the house of God together. In their houses they ate their food
together. Their hearts were happy.
47 They gave thanks to God and all the people respected them. The Lord added to the group
each day those who were being saved from the punishment of sin.
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TELLING THE STORY OF JESUS
Are you a picky eater? I am. There are certain foods I will not
eat. When I go to a restaurant, I often ask them to leave things off
my plate. It is not for religious reasons that I don’t eat these
Adult Bible Study
in Basic English

foods. I just don’t like how they taste.
This lesson starts with Simon Peter. Like most Jews, there

Bible Text
Acts 10:34-48

were some foods that Peter would not eat. Certain types of meat
from birds, fish, and animals were thought to be unclean. Even
good or “clean” animals that had been around unclean ones could

Memory Verse
Then Peter said, “I can
see, for sure, that God does
not respect one person
more than another.”
Acts 10: 34

not be eaten. And Jews would not eat in the home of a Gentile
for fear of eating unclean foods without knowing it.
One day, God used a dream to teach Peter a lesson about
people. In the dream, Peter saw a large cloth being let down with
both clean and unclean animals and birds in it. A voice told him
to eat some of the food. Peter was hungry. But he would not eat
what he thought was unclean. Three times the cloth was let

Word List
amazed: surprised; filled
with wonder.
barrier: something that
stands in the way and
prevents forward
movement.
prejudice: wrong feelings
against someone just
because they are different
from you.
race: a tribe, nation or
people group who have the
same early fathers and
lifestyles.
respect: thinking well of;
appreciation or approval.

down. Three times Peter refused to eat. He would not eat the
food because it was against the Jewish religious Law.
The voice said to Peter, “What God has made clean you must
not say is unclean.” From this dream, with the help of the Holy
Spirit, Peter learned that God loves people of any race or nation.
God Speaks To A Gentile
The church started with the Jews in Jerusalem. Soon the
Jewish religious leaders began doing bad things to the Christians.
They killed a young man named Stephen. Christians were afraid.
Many of them left Jerusalem. They moved to other parts of
the country of Judea. Some even went to the country of Samaria.
The Samaritans were Jews too. Some of them had married people
who were not Jews, and the pure Jews of Judea did not like or
respect them.
As the Christians settled in new towns and villages, they met
26
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together for prayer and worship. But all of the Christians were

salvation: God’s work in
saving people from their
sins and giving them life
that lasts forever.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Things To Think
About
How did God make
Peter and Cornelius
ready to get over the
barriers between their
races?
What was the purpose
of the Holy Spirit’s
action in Acts 10:4448?
How would things be
different for us if Peter
had not taken the
Gospel outside the
Jewish race?
What prejudices today
keep people from
telling the Gospel to
others?
How is the role of Jews
and Gentiles reversed
today from that of
Peter’s time?
What barriers keep us
from telling other
people about Jesus?

still Jews. (A few of them were Gentiles, but they had gone
through the religious act of becoming a Jew.)
Now there was a man named Cornelius. He was a captain in
the Roman army. He was in charge of a hundred soldiers. He
was an important man. Cornelius was a Gentile. Yet, he had
come to believe in the God of the Jews. He and his family were
good people. They honored God. Cornelius gave money to help
the poor, and he always prayed to God. But he had not gone
through the religious act of becoming a Jew.
One day, an angel from God spoke to Cornelius in a dream.
The angel told him to send some men to Joppa for Simon Peter.
Cornelius was amazed by the angel. He sent the men to find
Peter. Before the men arrived, God caused Peter to have a dream
too. Peter did not understand the dream until later. It was the
dream about clean and unclean foods mentioned early in this
lesson.
The Holy Spirit spoke to Peter and told him to go with
Cornelius’ men. The men took Peter to the home of Cornelius.
Peter took six of the Jewish Christians from Joppa with him.
Cornelius had already gathered his family and close friends in
one place. When Peter arrived, Cornelius told Peter about his
dream. He then asked Peter to speak to those whom he had
gathered. He said that they were ready to hear whatever the Lord
had given Peter to say.
Peter’s Sermon
When Cornelius told Peter about his dream, Peter recalled his
own dream. He knew then that he should not think of any person
or race as unclean. Jesus died on the cross for anyone of any race
who believed that He was the Christ of God. Salvation is not by
race or nationality. It is by faith in Christ.
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Before he had finished preaching, the Holy Spirit

understanding of how people received

fell upon the Gentiles with great power. The six

salvation. He put into words what he then

Jewish Christians who came with Peter were

knew to be true. He said, “God does not

amazed. The Holy Spirit had come upon Gentiles

respect any one person more than He does

just as He had come upon the Jews at Pentecost.

another.” Peter had begun to let go of his

God showed that He truly did not respect the

prejudice toward people who were not of

Jews more than the Gentiles.

the Jewish race. God used Peter to help

Peter saw that God had sent His Holy Spirit

break down the barriers of race. Those

upon the Gentiles. He saw that they had received

barriers kept Jewish Christians from telling

salvation in the same way as the Jewish

people of other races about Jesus.

Christians. Peter was amazed. Now he was sure

The apostle then told how God sent His
Word in Jesus Christ to the Jews. He

of God’s purpose. He gave the word that the
Gentiles should be baptized.

recalled how the Good News was told, first

This became the first time people who were

in Galilee, then through all of Judea. Peter

not Jews had trusted in Jesus and been baptized.

explained how Jesus went about healing

Their salvation came by faith in Christ. They did

and doing good to those troubled by the

not have to go through the religious act of

devil. This was a summary of the story of

becoming a Jew to become Christians.

Jesus as told in the Gospels.
In verses 39-42, Peter told how the

Cornelius and the other Gentiles were happy to
have the salvation of God. They asked Peter to

apostles had seen and heard all of the things

stay with them a few more days. They wanted to

that Jesus did. He told how they had seen

learn more from him about the Gospel.

Jesus die on the cross. He told how they had
been with Jesus after He was raised from

Telling The Story
Peter gave us a good example of how to let go

the dead. Peter showed that his prejudice

of prejudice. We know from Peter’s experience

was gone. He said that, “Everyone who puts

that God does not respect one person more than

his trust in Christ will have his sins forgiven

another. People of every race and nation may

through His name” (verse 43).

have the salvation of God. We, like Peter, need to

Gentiles Receive The Holy Spirit
In Acts 10:44-48, exciting things

get over any barriers that keep us from sharing
the Gospel with all the people of the world.

happened at the close of Peter’s sermon.
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Acts 10:34-48
34 Then Peter said, “I can see, for sure, that God does not respect one person more than
another.
35 He is pleased with any man in any nation who honors Him and does what is right.
36 He has sent His Word to the Jews. He told them the Good News of peace through
Jesus Christ. Jesus is Lord of All.
37 You know the story yourselves. It was told in all the country of Judea. It began in the
country of Galilee after the preaching of John the Baptist.
38 God gave Jesus of Nazareth the Holy Spirit and power. He went around doing good
and healing all who were troubled by the devil because God was with Him.
39 We have seen and heard everything He did in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem.
And yet they killed Him by nailing Him to a cross.
40 God raised Him to life on the third day and made Him to be seen.
41 Not all the people saw Him but those who were chosen to see Him. We saw Him. We
ate and drank with Him after He was raised from the dead.
42 He told us to preach to the people and tell them that God gave Christ the right to be
the One Who says who is guilty of the living and the dead.
43 All the early preachers spoke of this. Everyone who puts his trust in Christ will have
his sins forgiven through His name.”
44 While Peter was speaking, the Holy Spirit came on all who were hearing his words.
45 The Jewish followers who had come along with Peter were surprised and wondered
because the gift of the Holy Spirit was also given to the people who were not Jews.
46 They heard them speak in special sounds and give thanks to God. Then Peter said,
47 “Will anyone say that these people may not be baptized? They have received the Holy
Spirit just as we have.”
48 He gave the word that they should be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then they
asked Peter to stay with them for some days.
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GOOD NEWS FOR EVERYBODY

A missionary from America that goes to Africa does not have
to become an African. The African does not need to become an
American to be a Christian. Each race or nation has its own
Adult Bible Study
in Basic English

culture. Each should be able to worship God within that culture.
I lived in Africa for three years. My wife and I went to help the

Bible Text
Acts 15:1-21
Memory Verse
We believe it is by the
loving-favor of the Lord
Jesus that we are saved.
They are saved from the

Baptist missionaries there. Many good missionaries taught
Africans about God. They led them to trust in Jesus. Then they
helped them worship God in the ways of their culture.
I saw a few missionaries who tried to teach American culture
and the Gospel. The Africans had to learn to think and act like
Americans to become leaders in the church. These missionaries
made it hard for Africans to be Christians.
The Bible story today tells how some Jews wanted Gentiles to
become Jews. Then they could be Christians. They wanted

punishment of sin in the

Gentiles to do the religious act of becoming a Jew. They wanted

same way. Acts 15: 11

them to live by the Jewish religious laws. They made it hard for
Gentiles to be Christians.

Word List
argue: to speak strongly

talked about the problem. Then they made the right decision.

for or against something.

They agreed that Gentiles did not have to become Jews. They

argument: an attempt to

also agreed to show respect for Jewish customs.

The leaders of two important churches got together. They

A Story Of Two Churches

prove something with
words.
authority: power or
ability to control people.

The story of two churches is helpful to understand this lesson.
The church in Jerusalem was the center of the Jewish nation and
religion. It was also the capital city of the country of Judea.
A small group of Jesus’ disciples were together in Jerusalem.

capital: a city in which

This was after Jesus went up into heaven. The Holy Spirit came

the main government

upon them on a day called Pentecost. They witnessed in

offices are located.

languages they did not know. People from all over the Roman

council: a meeting to talk

Empire heard them. Some 3,000 were saved that day. This
30

GOD’S MESSAGE IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

about and give advice on
something .
culture: the beliefs and
customs of a tribe, race or

THE CONTINUING MINISTRY OF JESUS

Good News For Everybody

Unit 2, Lesson 7

became the first church. It grew larger as more people were
saved. The believers still went to the Jewish Temple to worship.
They were all Jews.
The Jewish religious leaders saw how much the church was
growing. They did not like it. They began to cause trouble. They

nation of people.

killed a leader in the church named Stephen. The Jewish leaders

empire: a government

had the power and authority to hurt Christians. The believers

that hold power over

were afraid of them. Many went to live in other places.

many people and nations.

Some of the believers went to live in the city of Antioch.

Pharisee: a proud

Antioch was the capital of Syria. It was north of Jerusalem. It

religious law-keeper;

was an important city. The believers who came from Jerusalem

someone who strictly
follows the Jewish Law.
saved: delivered from sin;

started a new church in Antioch. Many Gentiles also became
believers. The church soon had more Gentiles than Jews. The
church leaders at Jerusalem heard about this. They sent Barnabas
to Antioch to help teach the Gentiles. Barnabas needed help. He

having the promise of life

sent for his friend Saul (Paul) to come help him. Later the

that lasts forever.

Antioch church sent Paul and Barnabas on a long missionary trip.
Trouble At Antioch

Things To Think
About
1. How were the churches
in Jerusalem different?
How were they alike?
2. What was the argument

Paul and Barnabas returned from their missionary trip. They
went back to the church at Antioch. They gave a good report of
what God had done through them. Many people, including
Gentiles, had been saved. Many churches had been started. The
church was glad to hear this report from them.
The Antioch church did well. Then… “Some men came down
from the country of Judea and started to teach…”(verse1). These

about in the church at

men were Pharisees who had become Christians. They acted as if

Antioch?

they had the authority of the Jerusalem church. This was not true

3. How can a person be

saved?

(see Acts 15:24). The men taught that no one could be saved
from the punishment of sin that had not gone through the
religious act of becoming a Jew. This was a hard teaching for the
Gentiles.
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Peter said that even the Jews had failed at

the men. They said that simple faith was the

trying to follow the Law. It was too heavy a load

only thing needed to be saved. They said

for their fathers or them. He told them that

that it was okay for Jews to do the things

Gentiles were saved in the same way as Jews.

required by the Jewish Law if they wanted.

Following the Law was not a way to be saved. It

It was part of their culture. But people who

was only by the loving-favor of God. Gentiles did

were not Jews did not have to follow the

not have to earn their salvation by following

Jewish Law.

Jewish customs.

The church thought it would be good to

The council was silent. The truth of what Peter

send Paul and Barnabas to Jerusalem. They

said gave them no argument. Paul and Barnabas

would talk to the apostles and leaders there

soon told more about the works God had done

to see what was right in this matter. The

during their travels.

Jerusalem church had no authority in

The Council Decides

Antioch. The two churches wanted to

James, the brother of Jesus, was a leader in the

agree.

Jerusalem church. He may have been the pastor.
The Jerusalem Council

The Jerusalem church welcomed Paul

He was probably in charge of the council meeting.
James got up to speak last. He explained that

and Barnabas warmly. Then some Pharisees

Simon Peter’s experience with Gentiles agreed

stood up. They had become believers. They

with what the early preacher, Amos, had said.

still held strongly to their old ways of

Then James asked that they not trouble the

thinking. They said that Gentiles had to go

Gentiles who were turning to God.

through the religious act of becoming a Jew.

James suggested that the council write a letter

Everyone had to follow the Jewish religious

to the Gentiles. They would ask the Gentiles not

laws. They were very strict on this.

to eat certain foods that Jews would not eat. They

The apostles and church leaders sat down

would ask them to keep away from sex sins.

to talk about the problem. This meeting is

Doing these things would make it easier for them

called the Jerusalem Council. The meeting

to sit at the same table and eat with Jews.

lasted a long time. Nothing had been

This decision pleased everyone. They chose

decided. Peter stood up to speak. Everyone

men who would travel back with Paul and

had much respect for him. Peter told about

Barnabas. They would take the letter with them

his experiences of preaching to the Gentiles.

and give it to the Gentiles.
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Acts 15:1-21
Some men came down from the country of Judea and started to teach the Christians. They
said, “Unless you go through the religious act of becoming a Jew as Moses taught, you
cannot be saved from the punishment of sin.”
Paul and Barnabas argued with them. Then Paul and Barnabas and some other men were
chosen to go up to Jerusalem. They were to talk to the missionaries and church leaders about
this teaching.
The church sent them on their way. They went through the countries of Phoenicia and
Samaria and told how those who were not Jews were turning to God. This made the
Christians very happy.
When they got to Jerusalem, the church and the missionaries and the church leaders were
glad to see them. Paul and Barnabas told them what God had done through them.
Some of the Christians there had been proud religious law-keepers. They got up and said,
“Doing the religious act of becoming a Jew and keeping the Law of Moses are two things
that must be done.”
The missionaries and church leaders got together to talk about this.
After a long time of much talking, Peter got up and said to them, “Brothers, you know in the
early days God was pleased to use me to preach the Good News to the people who are not
Jews so they might put their trust in Christ.
God knows the hearts of all men. He showed them they were to have His loving-favor by
giving them the Holy Spirit the same as He gave to us.
He has made no difference between them and us. They had their hearts made clean when
they put their trust in Him also.
Why do you test God by putting too heavy a load on the back of the followers? It was too
heavy for our fathers or for us to carry.
We believe it is by the loving-favor of the Lord Jesus that we are saved. They are saved
from the punishment of sin the same way.”
All those who were gathered together said nothing. They listened to Paul and Barnabas who
told of the powerful works God had done through them among the people who are not Jews.
When they finished speaking, James said, “Brothers, listen to me.
Simon Peter has told how God first visited the people who are not Jews. He was getting a
people for Himself.
This agrees with what the early preacher said,
‘After this I will come back and build again the building of David that fell down. Yes, I will
build it again from the stones that fell down. I will set it up again.
Then all the nations may look for the Lord, even all the people who are not Jews who are
called by My name. The Lord said this. He does all these things.
God has made all His works known from the beginning of time.’ (Amos 9:11-12)
So we should not trouble those people who are not Jews who are turning to God.
We should write to them that they should keep away from everything that is given to gods.
They should keep away from sex sins and not eat blood or meat from animals that have been
killed in ways against the Law.
For the Law of Moses has been read in every city from the early days. It has been read in the
Jewish places of worship on every Day of Rest.”
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UNIT 3: KNOWING THE MEANING OF JESUS
We have been studying “God’s Message In the New
Testament.” First, we looked at the four Gospels. They told
Lesson 8
about the ministry of Jesus. Next, we studied the Book of Acts.
New Life In Christ
It tells how the work of Jesus continued after He went up into
Romans 8:5-17; 31-39
heaven.
In this unit, we will finish our study of the New Testament.
Lesson 9
There are six lessons. Each one is taken from a different book of
Selfless Ministry
For Christ
the Bible. The kinds of writing in these books are different from
2 Corinthians 4:7-11;
the Gospels and Acts.
5:11-21
The first two lessons come from Romans and 2 Corinthians.
Lesson 8 teaches how the Holy Spirit helps us as we begin a
Lesson 10
new life in Christ. Lesson 9 shows how to have a selfless
Faith
Means Being Faithful
ministry in serving God and people.
Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-22,
Lesson 10 is from the Book of Hebrews. The writer of
12:1-3
Hebrews named many people who lived lives of faith. These
people show how we too should have faith.
Lesson 11
The next two lessons are from letters that went to a group of
Love,
The Heart Of The Gospel churches. Lesson 11 is from 1 John. It shows how Christians
1 John 4:7-21
should have the kind of love that God has. Lesson 12 is from 2
Peter. It teaches that we do not know when Jesus will come
Lesson 12
again. So we must always be ready.
The Promise of
The Bible text for Lesson 13 is taken from Revelation. This is
His Coming
2 Peter 3:3-15a
a difficult book to understand. The lesson shows how Christ is
the Lamb of God. He is worthy of our highest praise and
Lesson 13
worship.
Worthy Is the Lamb
Revelation 5
Adult Bible Study in Basic English
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NEW LIFE IN CHRIST

Do you ever feel that you’re caught in the middle? One voice
speaks to you. It wants you to think or do wrong things. Another
voice speaks. It helps you know what is right. It also warns you
Adult Bible Study
in Basic English

not to think or do bad things.
God gave every person a conscience. Your conscience helps

Bible Text
Romans 8:5-17, 31-39

you know what is the right and good thing to do. If you listen to
your conscience, you will do what is right.
In the Book of Romans, Paul talks much about the battle that

Memory Verse
If Christ is in you, your

goes on inside every Christian. One side in this battle pulls us
toward sin. It is our sinful nature that makes us want to do evil
things. In the Bible text, Paul calls this “our sinful old selves.”

spirit lives because you are

The sinful nature means all of those thoughts and actions that go

right with God, and yet your

against the will of God.

body is dead because of sin.
Romans 8:10
Word List
adopt: to take a person or

On the other side of the battle is a new nature. It is the nature of
God. The Holy Spirit comes into the heart of the person who is
saved. Jesus gave His life to win the battle over sin for us so we
can start a new life for Christ. Our old sinful nature is changed to
a new one guided by the Holy Spirit. This is the nature of God.
You try to keep new clothes looking clean and good. You do

thing as one’s own;

not try so hard to care for old and worn clothes. Christians with

adoption: the act of

this new nature are like someone with new clothes. They are

becoming parents to a child

careful not to sin and spoil their goodness in Christ.

who has no home.
conscience: a knowledge in
your heart and mind that lets
you know what is right and

Paul’s Letter to the Romans
Someone has said, “All roads lead to Rome.” That was very
true in Paul’s day. Rome was the capital of the Roman Empire.
Roads came into Rome from all parts of the empire.
Paul wanted to take one of those roads into Rome. Paul wrote

wrong.

to the Christians in Rome from Corinth during his second

flesh: the soft parts of the

missionary trip. He told them how much he wanted to visit them.

body; human nature and its
weakness.

Paul wanted to help the church in Rome. He wanted the church
to help him with his plans to go to the country of Spain. Paul
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glory: great beauty and joy;

wrote the letter to let the Christians know who he was and what

the shining light of God’s

he believed. This letter is one of our great works of theology.

presence (shining-greatness
in NLV).
grace: God’s help or favor

Paul carefully explained his theology. First, he told of the
problem of sin with the Gentile world. Then, he said that the Jews
were guilty too. Next, he told about the Good News. He said that
God made a way for people to be saved from sin. Because of

given to people for free (it

God’s grace, people could be made right with God. He said those

cannot be earned!).

who put their faith in Jesus would have new life.

nature: the basic or usual
way a person thinks and acts.
security: knowing that you
are safe; being free of fear or
danger.

Believers are set apart from sin and are free to grow in faith.
The Holy Spirit helps them be more like Christ. Finally, Paul told
how Christians should help one another. They should honor the
government and accept people who are different from them.
The letter closes with Paul’s greetings to friends in Rome and
some final requests.

theology: the study and
knowledge of religion.

The Power Of The Holy Spirit
At the end of Chapter 7, Paul told all believers that they have
the power to overcome sin. He told them that there would always

Things To Think About
1. What happens if you do
not let God’s Spirit live in
you? What happens if
you do?

be an inner battle in this life between good and evil. Earlier, he
talked about the continuing battle with our sinful nature. Then he
talked about the good life Christians can have. This new life is
ours through the power of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit makes
us free from the power of sin and death.
In verses 1-4, Paul told how God took it upon Himself to do

2. What help do we have in

something about sin. He sent His own Son in a body of flesh. In

the battle against sin?

this body of flesh, Jesus could be tempted to sin just as we are.

3. How does being an
adopted child of God help
you?
4. Why can Christians be
sure of their salvation?

Jesus then gave His life to take away sin. This made us free to do
what is right.
Verses 5-13 describe how the power of the Holy Spirit is set
against sin. Paul says that you either let God’s Spirit live in you or
you die in sin. Our flesh, or sinful nature, is weak. We need the
Holy Spirit’s power to have the good life.
Next, Paul used the idea of adoption to describe people who
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are led by the Holy Spirit. In Roman culture,

answers. He argues that we are safe because of our

a man who had no son was allowed to adopt

faith. Nothing can be said against us because we

one. He could choose to adopt one of his

are right with God (verse 33). No one can say we

slaves as a son. The adopted son took the

are guilty of sin because Jesus took away all our

name of his new father. He had all the rights

sin when He died on the cross (verse 34). We may

and duties of a son. He was no longer a

suffer, but we have Christ’s love to give us power

slave. Instead of calling the man “master”,

over our troubles (verses 33-37).

he could say “my father” (verse 15). Jesus is

Finally, Paul tells us he is very sure that no

God’s real Son. Christians are God’s

power anywhere can keep us away from the love

adopted children and will share with Christ

of God. This teaching in Christian theology is

in both His suffering and His glory.

called “the security of the believer.” In verses 38-

Living The New Life
The Bible text for this lesson does not

39, Paul lists every kind of power. He says none
of these can take away our security. God makes us

include verses 18-30. These verses tell of the

safe. We do not need to worry or be afraid of

glory that all the earth will someday enjoy.

losing our salvation.

There is suffering now, but the Holy Spirit

When Jesus went up into heaven, God did not

gives hope. The Spirit prays for us, even

leave the disciples alone. He sent the Holy Spirit

when we don’t know what to pray for.

to help them. Christians have the help and support

Whatever comes into the lives of God’s

of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit is always there to

people is for the good and to grow to be

give peace and security.

more like Christ.

Every person who trusts Jesus can be sure of

Paul then says that we are on the winning

life that lasts forever. No person or thing can take

team. Before, we were losing the battle with

away that security. Nothing can separate us from

sin. With Christ, we win when we listen to

the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

our conscience and when we listen to the

There is one important thing to understand

Holy Spirit. “Since God is for us, who can

about security. You cannot earn it. You cannot

be against us?” Paul asks (verse 31). No one,

have it by reading the Bible, praying, or doing

not even Satan, can stand against the power

good things. You will do these things because you

of God. If God gave His only Son for us,

love God. We are saved by the grace of God. We

why would He hold back from giving us

receive grace only by the faith we have in Jesus

anything else (verse 32)?

Christ.

Paul goes on with many questions and
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Romans 8:5-17, 31-39
5 Those who let their sinful old selves tell them what to do live under that power of their sinful
old selves. But those who let the Holy Spirit tell them what to do are under His power.
6 If your sinful old self is the boss over your mind, it leads to death. But if the Holy Spirit is the
boss over your mind, it leads to life and peace.
7 The mind that thinks only of ways to please the sinful old self is fighting against God. It is not
able to obey God’s Laws. It never can.
8 Those who do what their sinful old selves want to do cannot please God.
9 But you are not doing what your sinful old selves want you to do. You are doing what the
Holy Spirit tells you to do, if you have God’s Spirit living in you. No one belongs to Christ if he
does not have Christ’s Spirit in him.
10 If Christ is in you, your spirit lives because you are right with God, and yet your body is dead
because of sin.
11 The Holy Spirit raised Jesus from the dead. If the same Holy Spirit lives in you, He will give
life to your bodies in the same way.
12 So then, Christian brothers, we are not to do what our sinful old selves want us to do.
13 If you do what your sinful old selves want you to do, you will die in sin. But if, through the
power of the Holy Spirit, you destroy those actions to which the body can be led, you will have
life.
14 All those who are led by the Holy Spirit are sons of God.
15 You should not act like people who are owned by someone. They are always afraid. Instead,
the Holy Spirit makes us His sons, and we can call to Him, “My Father.”
16 For the Holy Spirit speaks to us and tells our spirit that we are children of God.
17 If we are children of God, we will receive everything He has promised us. We will share with
Christ all the things God has given to Him. But we must share His suffering if we are to share His
shining-greatness.
18 - 30….
31 What can we say about all these things? Since God is for us, who can be against us?
32 God did not keep His own Son for Himself but gave Him for us all. Then with His Son, will
He not give us all things?
33 Who can say anything against the people God has chosen? It is God Who says they are right
with Himself.
34 Who then can say we are guilty? It was Christ Jesus Who died. He was raised from the dead.
He is on the right side of God praying to Him for us.
35 Who can keep us away from the love of Christ? Can trouble or problems? Can suffering
wrong from others or having no food? Can it be because of no clothes or because of danger or
war?
36 The Holy Writings say, “Because of belonging to Jesus, we are in danger of being killed all
day long. We are thought of as sheep that are ready to be killed.”
37 But we have power over all these things through Jesus Who loves us so much.
38 For I know that nothing can keep us from the love of God. Death cannot! Life cannot! Angels
cannot! Leaders cannot! Any other power cannot! Hard things now or in the future cannot!
39 The world above or the world below cannot! Any other living thing cannot keep us away from
the love of God which is ours through Christ Jesus our Lord.
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Bible Text
2 Corinthians
4:7-11; 5:11-21
Memory Verse
Christ died for
everyone so that they
would live for Him.
They should not live to
please themselves but for
Christ Who died on a
cross and was raised
from the dead for them.
2 Corinthians 5:15
Word List
aware: having knowledge
of; familiar with; knowing
about.
communicate: to send or
receive news or
information; to talk with
or write someone.

Can you imagine how difficult it was to communicate in the
First Century? Today we send letters through the mail that go
around the world. Many of us carry our telephones with us wherever
we go. We send faxes and e-mail messages that get there in minutes.
What did the apostle Paul do when he wanted to communicate
with one of the churches he had started? He got out a pen, dipped it
in ink, and wrote a letter. Paul did not have thin sheets of paper like
we have to write on. He had no envelope to mail the letter.
Paul wrote his letters on long strips of heavy paper or leather. A
long letter, like Paul usually wrote, would take hours or days to
write. When he finished the letter, he rolled it up and tied it
together. Then he put it in a bag.
There was no Post Office. How did Paul get his letter to the
church he was writing? It may have been hundreds of miles away. It
would take days or weeks to get there. Paul had only one way to
send the letter. Someone had to carry it as they traveled by land or
ship.
Sending a letter in that day was hard to do. Paul surely had
something important to write about when he sent a letter. This
lesson is about one of Paul’s letters to the church at Corinth. It
comes from the Book of 2 Corinthians. As you read, think about
how much trouble it was for Paul to send this letter. Think about
how much love and concern Paul had for this church and these
people. It was part of Paul’s selfless ministry for Christ.
A Troubled Church
Corinth was an important center of business and trade. It was also
known for its immoral lifestyle and sex sins. Even in this immoral
city, Paul managed to start a church. He started it on his second
missionary trip. He stayed in Corinth 18 months to help the church
grow.
Most theology students think Paul visited the church at least two
more times. They also think he wrote four letters to this church.
Two of these letters are in the Bible. One is called 1 Corinthians and
the other is 2 Corinthians.
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fear: to be afraid of; to
show wonder at the
greatness and power of
God.
immoral: not moral and
good; that which is
thought by most people to
be sinful or wrong.
judge: to decide if a
person is guilty or not
guilty of something.
selfless: unselfish; having
no concern for oneself, but
always helping others.
THINGS TO THINK
ABOUT
1. Where does Paul say
we should look to
really know a person?
2. What does it mean to

have a “selfless”
ministry?
3. Why is it important for

Christians to share the
message of Christ with
others?
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A few years passed after Paul left Corinth. Then he became
aware of problems in the Corinthian church. Some friends told him
that people in the church were doing immoral things. The church
members had divided into groups. These groups were arguing.
Some of them said bad things about Paul. And they were taking
their arguments into the public courts.
Paul first wrote letters to the church at Corinth. He wrote about
the immoral things going on there. Then he wrote 1 Corinthians. He
talked about some problems. He also answered some questions
people of the church had asked in a letter. Then he wrote a third and
very strong letter. The Book of 2 Corinthians was Paul’s fourth
letter to this church.
Some Reasons For Writing
Why did Paul write 2 Corinthians? We can find some of the
reasons in the first three chapters of his letter. First, he told how
God gives comfort to Christians in times of trouble. Paul recalled
the comfort and strength God gave him during hard troubles in Asia
(1:3-11).
Next, Paul told why he had changed his plans to return to
Corinth. He had instead written the letter of 1 Corinthians. He had
not been afraid to face them. He delayed the trip because of his
deep love for them. He thought he might use words that were too
strong. His visit would make them all sad if he did that. He hoped
the letter would help them change. Then when he did come, it
would be a happy time for them (1:12-2:4).
Then there was the matter of a man in the church who had been
very immoral. Paul had given instructions in his earlier letter. The
man had stopped doing the sex sins. Paul wanted them to forgive
the man and love him again (2:5-11).
From that point, Paul began to describe the selfless ministry of
the missionaries. All of this had been done under God’s new way of
worship through Christ Jesus. Signs of this good work could be
seen in the lives of those he had touched with the Gospel. Paul said
that all of those who turn to the Lord shine with God’s glory.
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Less Than Perfect
Chapter 4 begins with Paul explaining that
God has given the missionaries a job to do.
They serve Christ with a selfless ministry.
They tell only the truth. If people do not hear
this truth, it is because Satan hides it from
them.
The Bible text begins with verse 7. The
“light from God” means the light of the
knowledge of Christ. God put the light into
the human bodies of the missionaries. The
bodies themselves were weak. The power
given the missionaries came from God.
Paul was aware that some people had said
bad things about him. They had laughed at the
marks on Paul’s body where he had been hurt
so many times. They had made fun of the way
he talked. They had tried to make him look
foolish so people would not listen to him.
Paul said that none of the things done to
the missionaries could stop them. They got
into much trouble, but did not give up. They
suffered, but kept going. They had marks on
their bodies that proved they suffered like
Jesus. They even faced death because of their
ministry.
Paul used “we” in these verses, but he
spoke mostly of his own experiences. He
knew his body was weak. But the Spirit of
God was strong within him. He told how
people were dying little by little, but life
through Christ is growing for those who love
Him (verse 11).
In the next few verses, (4:13-5:10), Paul
tells us to never lose heart. He is aware that

Selfless Ministry For Christ

Unit 3, Lesson 9

God’s Spirit is inside us. Our human bodies are
wearing out. But someday those faithful to the Lord
will live in new bodies that will last forever. This is
God’s promise through Christ. Christ will one day
judge all people. He will say who is guilty and who
is not guilty of sin. It is then that we will receive the
pay, good or bad, for what we have done.
Paul’s Selfless Ministry
Because Christ will judge us, “we know the fear
of God,” Paul said (verse 5:11). This fear of God
pushed Paul to lead people to Christ. He wanted the
Corinthians to know in their own hearts that he was
telling the truth.
Paul tried to show that he was not proud. He had
a clear conscience. He did want the Corinthians to
be proud of what God had done through him,
however. He hoped the Corinthians could help
those who spoke badly of Paul to change their
minds. He wanted these men to see into the hearts
of people, and not just to talk about how they
looked. Paul wanted them to put their trust in Christ
too (verses 12-13).
The apostle goes on to tell how Christ gave His
life for everyone. He did that so that everyone
would live for Him. Therefore, they should no
longer live for themselves, but to please Christ
(verses 14-16).
Because of what God did through Christ, we are
made right with God. God gave Paul his selfless
ministry. In the same spirit of humble trust in God,
we are to serve Christ too. We are to tell others how
to be right with God.
In what spirit do you serve Christ and share His
message? Or do you?
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2 Corinthians 4:7-11; 5:11-21
2 Corinthians 4
7 We have this light from God in our human bodies. This shows that the power is from
God. It is not from ourselves.
8 We are pressed on every side, but we still have room to move. We are often in much
trouble, but we never give up.
9 People make it hard for us, but we are not left alone. We are knocked down, but we
are not destroyed.
10 We carry marks on our bodies that show the death of Jesus. This is how Jesus makes
His life seen in our bodies.
11 Every day of our life we face death because of Jesus. In this way, His life is seen in
our bodies.
2 Corinthians 5
11 Because of this, we know the fear of God. So we try to get men to put their trust in
Christ. God knows us. I hope that your hearts know me well also.
12 We do not want to sound as if we think we are so important. Instead, we are making it
easy for you to be proud of us. In that way, you will be able to tell them about us. They
always talk about the way people look, but do not care about their hearts.
13 Are we crazy to talk like this? It is all because of what God has done. If we are using
our minds well, it is for you.
14 For the love of Christ puts us into action. We are sure that Christ died for everyone.
So, because of that, everyone has a part in His death.
15 Christ died for everyone so that they would live for Him. They should not live to
please themselves but for Christ Who died on a cross and was raised from the dead for
them.
16 So, from now on, we do not think about what people are like by looking at them. We
even thought about Christ that way one time. But we do not think of Him that way
anymore.
17 For if a man belongs to Christ, he is a new person. The old life is gone. New life has
begun.
18 All this comes from God. He is the One Who brought us to Himself when we hated
Him. He did this through Christ. Then He gave us the work of bringing others to Him.
19 God was in Christ. He was working through Christ to bring the whole world back to
Himself. God no longer held men’s sins against them. And He gave us the work of
telling and showing men this.
20 We are Christ’s missionaries. God is speaking to you through us. We are speaking for
Christ and we ask you from our hearts to turn from your sins and come to God.
21 Christ never sinned but God put our sin on Him. Then we are made right with God
because of what Christ has done for us.
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Bible Text
Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-22;
12:1-3
Memory Verse
Now faith is being
sure we will get what we
hope for. It is being sure
of what we cannot see.
–Hebrews 11:1
Word List
author: the writer of a
book or other work.
descendant: a person in a
family line that goes
back to someone who
lived long ago.
faith: belief; trust by a
person in God to keep His
promises. faithful:
worthy of trust; always
true and dependable.
faithfulness: staying
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A FAITH THAT MEANS FAITHFULNESS
What is faith? The “Memory Verse” on this page is one good
definition. Faith, faithful, and faithfulness are three important
words in this lesson.
Faith is not easy to understand or explain. You cannot see it.
You cannot touch it. You know in your mind and your heart
when you have faith. Faith means belief in God. It means trust in
Him to keep His promises. If we live by faith, we are faithful to
God. If we are faithful to Him, God will make us happy because
of our faithfulness.
The Bible tells many stories of people who had faith. The
whole Bible is about faith. The stories in the Bible text today
come from the Old Testament. The Book of Hebrews is in the
New Testament. The New Testament books were not a part of the
Jewish Scriptures. So the author of Hebrews did not tell about
the many faithful men and women whose stories are told in the
New Testament.
Many people in the Bible showed great faith in God through
Jesus. Even today we hear stories of people of faith. There are
many stories of faithful people we have not heard.
The Book Of Hebrews
Hebrews is different from other books of the New Testament.
It isn’t like the Gospels. It isn’t like the letters. It begins by
talking about some ideas. Then it sounds like a sermon for
awhile. Finally, it ends like a letter. We do not know who the
author is. But the book is written in the very best Greek style. The
author knew much about the Jewish religion. He knew about the
work of the priests.
The author seems to have been writing to Jewish Christians.
Their faith had grown weak. We do not know why. We do know
that they were being treated badly. They may have felt that
Gentile Christians did not live right. They may have lost hope
because Christ had not yet returned. Maybe they heard some men
teaching that they still had to keep the Jewish Law.
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strong in faith through
anything that happens.
models: examples of
excellence that others
want to be like
sacrifice: a gift given to
God as a way of worship.
stranger: a person no one
knows, or a person in a
place where he or she is
not known.
summary: a short account
of a longer story or report.
THINGS TO THINK
ABOUT
1. In your own words,
what is faith?
2. How did Abraham
prove his faith?
3. What would you tell

about in a summary of
the story of Abraham’s
faith?
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Whatever the reason, they were not happy. Some of them
thought about going back to Judaism. Only Christians were being
treated badly. Judaism was a legal religion. Perhaps the
Christians thought they would not be treated badly if they went
back to the old way of worship.
The author of Hebrews wanted to change their way of
thinking. He told them why they should not stop being
Christians. He said the old way of worship under the Law was
right. But it had been replaced by the new way of worship. The
new way was under Christ. Even the early preachers had said this
would happen.
Next, the writer told how the angels, Moses, and the high
priests had carried messages between God and His people. But
Jesus was greater than all of them. He was now the One to carry
these messages. The daily sacrifice of animals was no longer to
be done. The death of God’s Son, Jesus, was one sacrifice for all
time. No other sacrifice would ever be needed.
In this lesson, the author of Hebrews named some models of
faith. We can learn from them how to keep on being faithful to
God. We can be faithful even when life is hard.
Models Of Faith
Hebrews 11:1 defines faith. Verse 2 tells us that God was
pleased with the men of old who had faith. Verses 3-7 are not in
the printed Bible text. But they are part of our study. They begin
a list of people of faith from the time the earth was created.
Abel, Enoch, and Noah are the first models of faith listed.
Abel made the first sacrifice to God in faith. Enoch was taken up
into heaven without dying because of his great faith. Noah built a
large boat in faith to save his family from death.
Then comes the story of Abraham and his descendants.
Hebrews gives us only a summary of Abraham’s life of faith.
The full story is told in Genesis 11:26-25:11. This story shows
how God rewards the faithfulness of His people.
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Abraham obeyed God. He left his home
in faithfulness to God. I know how difficult
it is to do that. My wife and I left our home
and family when God wanted us to go to
Zimbabwe, Africa. Like Abraham, I was a
stranger in that country. Before we left
home, we read books and travel guides to
learn about Zimbabwe. Abraham knew
nothing about the land to which he was
going. We lived in a nice house. Abraham
lived in a tent. We had a car. Abraham
traveled by foot. We had missionaries to
meet us and help us. Abraham had no one to
help him. We went for two years. Abraham
went to stay.
It took faith for us to go to Zimbabwe.
But Abraham needed a much greater faith to
leave home “…without knowing where he
was going” (verse 8). He was truly a
stranger in the lands through which he
traveled.
There is a break in the story of Abraham.
The author notes that all of these people
died without receiving what God had
promised. Was their faith wasted? No. They
were only strangers in this world. God made
a place for them in the world we cannot see.
The real Promised Land is in heaven (verses
13-16).
The story of Abraham picks up again in
verse 17. God promised Abraham and Sarah
a son. God made the promise when they
were too old to have children. Isaac was the

Faith Means Being Faithful
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son of that promise (Genesis 17:15-19). Later,
God tested Abraham’s faith. God told him to go
up on a mountain and make a sacrifice of Isaac.
Abraham was ready to kill his son when an angel
of the Lord stopped him. God saw that Abraham
had great faith. Because of Abraham’s
faithfulness, God made a promise to him. He
promised to make him the father of many
descendants.
Abraham’s wife, Sarah, had faith too. She
came to believe what she first thought was not
possible. She gave birth to Isaac in her old age.
Isaac, Jacob and Joseph were descendants of
Abraham. They had the same promise from God
as Abraham. They were faithful too.
The author of Hebrews told about other great
leaders of Israel. He gave a summary of the life of
Moses and his faith. He told how some leaders
won wars with other countries. Some faced great
danger. Some were even killed because of their
faith. They were all models of faith.
Running The Race
Hebrews 12:1-3 pictures us in a race. God has
planned this race. All around us like a great cloud
are models of faith. They are watching. They
cheer us on when we do well. They tell us to keep
running the race.
There is something good about this race. We
can all be winners! But we must keep our eyes on
Jesus. He did not give up when the race was hard.
He suffered and died. But now He sits at the right
side of God. Jesus is our perfect Model of faith.
He will help us win the race.
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HEBREWS 11:1-2, 8-28; 11:32-12:3
Hebrews 11
1 Now faith is being sure we will get what we hope for. It is being sure of what we cannot see.
2 God was pleased with the men who had faith who lived long ago.
3...7...
8 Because Abraham had faith, he obeyed God when God called him to leave his home. He was to
go to another country that God promised to give him. He left his home without knowing where he
was going.
9 His faith in God kept him living as a stranger in the country God had promised to him. Isaac
and Jacob had received the same promise. They all lived in tents together.
10 Abraham was looking to God and waiting for a city that could not be moved. It was a city
planned and built by God.
11 Because Sarah had faith, she was able to have a child long after she was past the age to have
children. She had faith to believe that God would do what He promised.
12 Abraham was too old to have children. But from this one man came a family with as many in it
as the stars in the sky and as many as the sand by the sea.
13 These people all died having faith in God. They did not receive what God had promised to
them. But they could see far ahead to all the things God promised and they were glad for them.
They knew they were strangers here. This earth was not their home.
14 People who say these things show they are looking for a country of their own.
15 They did not think about the country they had come from. If they had, they might have gone
back.
16 But they wanted a better country. And so God is not ashamed to be called their God. He has
made a city for them.
17 Because Abraham had faith, when he was tested, he gave his son Isaac as a gift on the altar in
worship. God had made a promise to Abraham that He would give him a son. And yet Abraham
was willing to give his only son on the altar in worship.
18 God had said to Abraham, “Your family will come from Isaac.” (Genesis 21:12)
19 Abraham believed God was able to bring Isaac back to life again. And so it may be said that
Abraham did receive him back from death.
20 Because Isaac had faith, he said that good would come to Jacob and Esau in the future.
21 Because Jacob had faith, he said that good would come to each of Joseph’s sons as he was
dying. He used his walking stick to hold him up as he prayed to God.
22 Because Joseph had faith, he spoke of the Jews leaving the country of Egypt. He was going to
die soon, and he told them to bury his body in the country where they were going.
Hebrews 12
1 All these many people who have had faith in God are around us like a cloud. Let us put every
thing out of our lives that keeps us from doing what we should. Let us keep running in the race
that God has planned for us.
2 Let us keep looking to Jesus. Our faith comes from Him and He is the One Who makes it
perfect. He did not give up when He had to suffer shame and die on a cross. He knew of the joy
that would be His later. Now He is sitting at the right side of God.
3 Sinful men spoke words of hate against Christ. He was willing to take such shame from
sinners. Think of this so you will not get tired and give up.
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LOVE, THE HEART OF THE GOSPEL

The apostle John wrote a lot about love. Love is a word that we
use often. We use it to describe a very strong and good feeling
that we have for another person.
Adult Bible Study
in Basic English

Bible Text
1 John 4:7-21

There are many kinds of love. We can love a person. We can
love our family. We can love friends. We can show our love for
all people by helping others.
In English, we have only one word for all kinds of love. But
John wrote in the Greek language. The Greeks had five different

Memory Verse

words for love. One of these words meant family love. Another

Dear friends, let us love

was used for the love of a friend. They had a word for physical

each other, because love
comes from God. Those
who love are God’s
children and they know
God.

1 John 4:7

love. They also had one for the love of all people.
John used one more word that meant love. It was the Greek
word “agape”. It meant perfect love. Agape love is the kind of
love God has for us. God is the source of this great love. It is the
kind of love Christians want to have.
God loves all people. Christians want to have love like God’s
love. Do we really have to love everybody? Think about that

Word List
ashamed: feeling shame
or guilt for something said
or done; thinking badly of
yourself.

question as you read the Bible text today.
The Book of I John
The lesson today comes from the Book of 1 John. John, the
apostle of Jesus, wrote this book. He also wrote the books of 2
John and 3 John. All three are called “general letters.”
Paul wrote letters to one church at a time. A general letter went

confident: sure of one’s

to a group of churches. One church would receive the letter. A

self or position; very

leader would read it to the church. That church would send the

certain; feeling good about
your thoughts and actions.

letter to another church. Each church would read the letter and
send it to another. John was the source of three general letters.
We call the Book of 1 John a letter, but it was more like a

hate: total dislike;

written sermon. It did not tell to whom it was written. It did not

extreme anger at a person;

sound like a letter. And it did not have the usual greetings at the

mean and hurtful feelings

end. But it was written for a group of churches.
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toward someone.
physical: having to do
with the body; sexual.
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The churches that received the letter were probably in Asia
Minor. John spent many years in Ephesus after he left Jerusalem.
Ephesus was in Asia Minor. John’s sermon went from church to
church like a general letter. John wanted Christians in these

source: the point at

churches to be sure of their salvation. He wanted them to keep

which something begins;

their faith in God. He also warned them about false teachers.

someone who starts a

Some of these teachers said things about Jesus that was not true.

thought or idea.

One of the themes of John’s teachings was love. He wanted the
Christians to have the agape kind of love. He wanted them to love
like God loves. He wanted them to love God that way. He wanted

THINGS TO THINK
ABOUT

them to love people that way too. The Bible text for this lesson is
one of the great teachings on love.
God Is Love

1. What is the source of
agape love?
2. What is the theme of
this lesson?
3. How can we be
confident when we
stand before God to be
judged?
4. Why would we be
ashamed or afraid to

John begins this part of his letter with “Dear friends.” He knew
these people. They knew him. John lived in Ephesus. He may
have visited their churches many times. John also taught some
students about what he had seen and learned from Jesus. Some of
these students became leaders in the churches near Ephesus. John
was a pastor writing to Christian friends.
In the Bible text, love that “comes from God” (verse 7) is the
agape kind of love. Love is the nature of God. God is its source.
Those who love God receive it. They show love to others. It
becomes their nature to love.
John said, “Those who love are God’s children and they know

stand before God on

God.” (verse 7) When we think in English, we must remember

the day He judges

that love has many meanings. The Greek word John used here

everyone?

was agape. People can love their families and friends or have

5. Why should we not

hate a fellow
Christian?

physical love. These kinds of love do not make them children of
God. Agape love does.
People “who do not love do not know God.” Why? It is
because God’s nature is love. They do not have that nature in
them. They have never had the agape kind of love.
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Verses 9-10 sound much like that great
verse from John’s Gospel, John 3:16. How
much did God love us? He sent His only
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us. Will we be confident? Or will we be
ashamed?
How can we be confident? We will be

Son to live in the flesh. Jesus died and took

confident if God’s love has lived in us. We will be

our sin upon Himself. God loved us that

confident if we have loved others as God has

much! What more can we do than prove our

loved us. For “there is no fear in love.” Love takes

love for God by loving each other? We have

the fear away. We know that God, in love, will

the nature of God if we do this. We are His

judge us fairly and rightly.

children. Our love for each other is the

Yes, we are ashamed of the sins we have done.

payment we make to God in return for His

But we are confident that God has forgiven those

love for us.

sins. Jesus died for our sin. By trusting in Jesus,
Christian Love

How does God live in us? He has given

we are made right with God. We have no fear of
being punished for our sin. We do not have to be

us His Holy Spirit. This means that God

ashamed or afraid. “The man who is afraid does

Himself lives in us. God is love. He has put

not have perfect love.” (verse 18)

the nature of love in us. We have the Holy

The reason we love God is that He loved us

Spirit to help us show God’s love to others.

first (verse 19). God is the source of our ability to

(verse 13)

love. The proof of our love is in the love we have

John told in verse 14 how he and others

for other Christians (verse 20). John said that we

had seen God’s Son, Jesus, in person. They

couldn’t hate our brother in Christ and at the same

are sure that God sent His Son to save the

time love God.

world from the punishment of sin. John had

Hate is a very strong emotion. John wrote, “A

learned from Jesus what he knew and taught

man who hates his brother is a killer in his

about love. He was “able to say” that this is

heart.” (1 John 3:15) In verse 20, he calls him a

the truth. People who tell others about Jesus

liar. John was the disciple of love. He had no

show that God is living in them. If we have

place in his heart for hate. If we love God Who is

this love in us, we cannot help but share it

the source of love, how can we hate a fellow

with others. (verses 15-16)

Christian?

Next, John said that we should not be
ashamed to stand before God on the day He

What do you think now? Should we really love
everybody?

judges everyone (verse 17). We will all
stand before God someday. He will judge
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1 JOHN 4:7-21

7

Dear friends, let us love each other, because love comes from God. Those who love are
God’s children and they know God.

8

Those who do not love do not know God because God is love.

9

God has shown His love to us by sending His only Son into the world. God did this so
we might have life through Christ.

10 This is love! It is not that we loved God but that He loved us. For God sent His Son to
pay for our sins with His own blood.
11 Dear friends, if God loved us that much, then we should love each other.
12 No person has ever seen God at any time. If we love each other, God lives in us. His
love is made perfect in us.
13 He has given us His Spirit. This is how we live by His help and He lives in us.
14 We have seen and are able to say that the Father sent His Son to save the world from the
punishment of sin.
15 The person who tells of Him in front of men and says that Jesus is the Son of God, God
is living in that one and that one is living by the help of God.
16 We have come to know and believe the love God has for us. God is love. If you live in
love, you live by the help of God and God lives in you.
17 Love is made perfect in us when we are not ashamed as we stand before Him on the day
He judges. For we know that our life in this world is His life lived in us.
18 There is no fear in love. Perfect love puts fear out of our hearts. People have fear when
they are afraid of being punished. The man who is afraid does not have perfect love.
19 We love Him because He loved us first.
20 If a person says, “I love God,” but hates his brother, he is a liar. If a person does not
love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God Whom he has not seen?
21 We have these words from Him. If you love God, love your brother also.
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THE PROMISE OF HIS COMING

Suppose that you knew that the world would end at the end of
this year. Imagine that Jesus Christ will come again to set up
Adult Bible Study
in Basic English

Bible Text
2 Peter 3:3-15a

God’s new kingdom.
What would you do to get ready for this event? Would you
sell everything and live well for the rest of the year? Would you
stop doing some sin that you’ve been doing? Would you start
reading the Bible? Would you start being kind to people? Would

Memory Verse
Since all these things
are to be destroyed in this

you run out and tell everyone to turn away from his or her sin
and get right with God? What would you do?
As Christians, we should not need to change our lifestyle at

way, you should think

all. We should already be living as if the end of the world were

about the kind of life you

near…because it could be! We also know that Christ may delay

are living. It should be

His coming for many years or for centuries. The truth is, we

holy and God-like.

don’t know when Jesus will return. But we are sure that He will!

2 Peter 3:11

So, are you living the way God wants you to? Do you need to
change? Or do you think the delay of His coming has been too

Word List
delay: to put off; to cause

long? Do you think He is not going to return as He promised?

to be late; to hold back.

about Peter’s message in the lesson today.

Either way, Simon Peter has a message for you. We will talk

destroyed: ruined; torn

The Book Of 2 Peter

down; made to no longer

Second Peter is another general letter. It is like 1 John, which

exist; wrecked or made to

we studied last week. It was sent around from church to church

be waste.

to be read to the people. Peter identifies himself as the author of

doubt: to lose faith in; to

this letter.

be unsure of something.

The letter is much like a short sermon. It could have been read

exist: to have life; to be

aloud to a church in just a few minutes. It would make a good

real in space and time.

sermon for people to hear today.

patience: the ability to

There are only three chapters to 2 Peter. The first talks about
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robs or steals money or
things from others; a
thief; someone who takes
things that belong to
others.
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how to live the Christian life. The second warns against false
teachings by men who say that Jesus never lived in a human
body. The third and last chapter tells how to get ready for the
day God judges all people.
Our lesson today comes from that third chapter. It tells about
the “last days.”
God’s Timing
Peter introduced the idea of the “last days” by noting that

Things To Think
About
1. Why has God delayed
the return of Jesus?
2. What things will
happen in the last
days?
3. Why do we need
patience in waiting for
the last days?
4. What can we do to get

ready for the last days?
5. Why is it important to

be faithful to God at all
times?

KNOWING THE MEANING OF JESUS

some people would make fun of Christianity. These men who
“laugh at the truth” may have been the false teachers. Whoever
they were, they had chosen to follow sinful ways (verse 3).
The men asked why Jesus had not returned as He promised.
“Where is He?” they wanted to know (verse 4). They tried to
weaken the faith of Christians and cause them to doubt that
Christ would ever return.
Many Christians had expected Jesus to return in their lifetime.
They had built up their hopes. Many of them died. Christ still
had not returned. Some Christians began to doubt and lose faith.
Peter reminded them of the time that the world did not exist
(verse 5). Later, the earth was covered with water. Everything
was destroyed but Noah and his family and the animals on the
Ark (verse 6). But Peter said the world would exist in much the
same way until the day God judges people (verse 7). Then those,
who still live in sin, will be destroyed.
Do you wonder about the delay in Jesus’ return? Verses 8 and
9 may help you understand why He has not yet come back. God
has existed since the beginning of time. What is 1,000 years to
Him? God is not in a hurry. He has patience. He is waiting for
more people to trust in Christ.
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How long will God wait? How much

it God-like? We should take a close look at the

longer will He delay Christ’s return? How

way we live. We know how we should live to

much patience must we have? Peter said He

please God. We must change anything in our life

will come in the way that a robber comes.

that is not holy and pleasing to God.

We do not know when a robber will come.

Second, we should watch for the day of the

He may come in the night while we are

Lord (verse 12). Not only should we watch for it,

sleeping. He may come in the day while we

we must do all that we can to hurry it up. Peter

are away from home. A robber takes our

said in verse 9 that the Lord was waiting for us. It

money and things when we are not looking.

is because of us that He has delayed Jesus’

Jesus will return when we do not expect it

return. There are still people who have not heard

(verse 10).

the Gospel. God wants these people to have a
Get Ready!

The earth, the sun, the moon and the
stars will all burn up. The heavens will be
destroyed with a loud noise. Peter made it

chance to be sorry for their sins too. We must tell
them the Good News! We must act quickly to do
this! We do not want to test God’s patience.
Third, there is something we can do while we

look bad. Will the world really be

wait (verses 13-14). We must do all we can to be

destroyed in this way? We do not know.

clean and pure for the Lord. Is there sin in your

But we had better be ready.

life? Get rid of it. Do you love people and help

When God caused the great flood on the

them? Let your life show the love of God in you.

earth, He saved the few people who were

Clean up your life and be free of sin. Only right

faithful. When the present world ends, He

and good things will be allowed in the new earth

will somehow save those who are still

and new heavens.

faithful. This is a good reason to stay

The final word Peter has for us is found in

faithful no matter how long the delay in

verse 15a. We can know that God has good

Christ’s return.

reason for the delay in giving us the new heavens

The earth will be destroyed. How can we
get ready? Peter suggested three ways.
First, we should think about the kind of
life we are leading (verse 11). Is it holy? Is

and new earth He promised. It is part of His plan
that everyone should be saved. You can be sure
that Christ will come again. He will come when
we do not expect Him. Get ready!
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2 PETER 3:3-15a
3 First of all, I want you to know that in the last days men will laugh at the truth. They will
follow their own sinful desires.
4 They will say, “He promised to come again. Where is He? Since our early fathers died,
everything is the same from the beginning of the world.
5 But they want to forget that God spoke and the heavens were made long ago. The earth was
made out of water and water was all around it.
6 Long ago the earth was covered with water and it was destroyed.
7 But the heaven we see now and the earth we live on now have been kept by His word. They
will be kept until they are to be destroyed by fire. They will be kept until the day men stand
before God and sinners will be destroyed.
8 Dear friends, remember this one thing, with the Lord one day is as 1,000 years, and 1,000
years are as one day.
9 The Lord is not slow about keeping His promise as some people think. He is waiting for
you. The Lord does not want any person to be punished forever. He wants all people to be sorry
for their sins and turn from them.
10 The day of the Lord will come as a robber comes. The heavens will pass away with a loud
noise. The sun and moon and stars will burn up. The earth and all that is in it will be burned up.
11 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, you should think about the kind of life
you are living. It should be holy and God-like.
12 You should look for the day of God to come. You should do what you can to make it come
soon. At that time the heavens will be destroyed by fire. And the sun and moon and stars will
melt away with much heat.
13 We are looking for what God has promised, which are new heavens and a new earth. Only
what is right and good will be there.
14 Dear friends, since you are waiting for these things to happen, do all you can to be found by
Him in peace. Be clean and free from sin.
15a You can be sure the long waiting of our Lord is part of His plan to save men from the
punishment of sin.
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WORTHY IS THE LAMB

In the English language, we often use a symbol to help express
a thought. A symbol gives us a word-picture in our minds. For
example, “I feel blue” means “I am sad.” A heart drawn with a
Adult Bible Study
in Basic English

red line means “love.” In the lesson title above, “Lamb” is a
symbol used in the Bible. It means “Jesus” or “Christ.”

Bible Text
Revelation 5
Memory Verse
Then I heard every living
thing in heaven and on the
earth and under the earth
and in the sea and all that
are in them. They were
saying, “Thanks and honor
and shining-greatness and
all power are to the One
Who sits on the throne and
to the Lamb forever.”
Revelation 5:13
Word List
complete: full and perfect
in every way. completely:
fully or perfectly.
hide: to put out of sight or
cover up what you do not
want to be seen or known;

The lesson today comes from the Book of Revelation. This is
an unusual book. Do not expect to understand everything you
read in it. The author of Revelation uses many symbols to tell the
story. There is a reason for this. He wrote the book during a
difficult time. The Romans were persecuting Christians.
When persecuted, people sometimes weaken. They begin to
lose faith. Or they hide their faith to keep from being persecuted.
The goal of Revelation was to help Christians stay faithful. But it
was not safe for the author to write about religious things. He and
his readers were in danger. He did not want those who persecuted
Christians to know the true meanings of his writing.
The author tried to hide the meanings of religious words and
ideas. He used symbols and strange beings to tell a story. Roman
officials might see the writings. They would think that these were
just strange stories. They would think that the stories were not
true. But the Christians would understand them.
Keep these hidden meanings in mind as you read the Bible
text. The study guide will help you understand them.
The Revelation
Revelation is the last book in the Bible. It is the most difficult
book to understand. This is because of the strange way in which

hidden: out of sight; not
able to be seen.

the author wrote the book. The book tells us that John wrote it

persecuted: made to suffer;
hurt, punished or killed
because of one’s beliefs.

apostle of Jesus. But the writer said the revelation came from

(Revelation 1:4). Most people think that this was John, the
God. God gave it to Christ. And an angel of the Lord gave the
words of the revelation to John (Revelation 1:1).
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revelation: the showing or
making known of that
which is hidden; shown by

and early Christians tried to hide the meaning of things from their

God to man. Revelation:
the last book of the Bible.

But the meaning would be clear to Christians. When John wrote

strange: something that is
not normal or familiar;
something very unusual.
symbol: a mark or sign that
has a known meaning;
something that stands for or
suggests something else.
throne: a chair of honor;
the seat upon which a king
or queen sits.
vision: the seeing and
feeling in the mind only,
but it seems to be real.
worthy: deserving of honor
and praise; having great
worth and value.
Things To Think About
1. What are your feelings
about the Book of
Revelation?
2. Why did John try to hide
the real meanings of his
stories?
3. What does the number
seven mean in the Book of
Revelation?
4. Who in Revelation is the
Lamb Who is worthy?

Revelation uses a strange way of writing. It was a way Jews
enemies. What John wrote would mean nothing to the Romans.
Revelation, he was on the island of Patmos. The Romans made
John stay on the island so that he could not preach. On Patmos,
John had a vision of the Lord. The Lord told him to write letters
to seven churches. Seven was a holy number to the Christians. It
meant that something was perfect or complete. So the message of
the seven letters was complete. It was for all churches both then
and now.
The book of Revelation tells about seven visions seen by John.
The first three tell about the seven letters. They tell of things
happening at that time. Chapters 4 and-5 tell about John’s vision
of worship in heaven. The rest of the book tells about what would
happen in the future. In this lesson, we will study John’s vision of
worship in heaven.
John’s Vision Of Heaven
Chapter 4 begins with John’s vision of “a door standing open
in heaven” (verse 1). John could see what was going on in
heaven. The voice of Christ called John up into heaven. There,
John saw God on His throne in all His glory and greatness.
The thrones of twenty-four leaders stood around God’s throne.
Twelve leaders were the early fathers of Israel. The other twelve
were the apostles of Jesus. There were also four living beings
around the throne of God. These stood for the four kinds of
animal life (wild, tame, human and birds). The chapter ends with
all of them praising and worshiping God.
Christ And The Locked Book
The Bible text begins by describing a book that God held in
His hand. Writing on both sides meant that the book held
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important information (verse 1). Most books

Christ! It seems strange, but Christ is both a Lion

of that day had writing on only one side. A

and a Lamb. As a Lion, He is a King like David.

“book” would have been a long roll of

And He is a Judge. As a Lamb, Christ is the one-

heavy paper or leather. It would have been

time sacrifice for the sins of mankind.

rolled up and put into a heavy leather bag.

The Lamb John saw in the vision had seven

This one had seven locks on it. Seven locks

horns and seven eyes. Animals use horns to fight.

meant that it was fully and completely safe.

Horns were a symbol of power. Seven horns

What was hidden in the locked book? We

meant that Christ had complete power. The seven

do not know. But surely it had something to

eyes meant perfect ability to see spiritual things.

do with the day God will judge.

The seven horns and the seven eyes are the seven

No one could open the locks to read what

Spirits of God (verse 6). In other words, they are

was in the book (verse 3). One needed

the complete and perfect Holy Spirit sent out into

power to open the locks. One needed to be

all the world.

worthy in order to read the book. John was

The Lamb took the book from God’s hand

sad that no one could open the book. He

(verse 7). Only the Lamb was worthy to do this.

began to cry (verse 4). But one of the

When the Lamb held the book, all those present

twenty-four leaders told him to stop crying.

got down before Him. They played beautiful

Someone had been found Who was worthy

music with their harps and sang a new song. They

to open the book!

filled the air with the sweet smell of perfume.

The Lamb Who Is Worthy
Who was worthy to open the book? The

They said the Lamb was worthy to hold the book.
Each action had its own meaning. But together,

worthy One was from the tribe of Judah, a

they show that Christ is completely worthy of the

descendant of the powerful King David.

same worship given to God.

John looked for a lion. The lion was a

Angels joined the singing and praise. They

symbol of strength. But John did not see a

named seven things the Lamb was worthy to

lion. He saw a Lamb. A lamb was the

receive (verse 12). Again, seven means that He is

symbol of weakness and the animal used as

completely worthy of these things. “Thanks and

a sacrifice.

honor and shining greatness and all power are to

The Lamb even looked as if it had been
killed (verse 6). The Lamb had died. Yet, it
was alive. There seems no doubt that it was

the One Who sits on the throne and to the Lamb
forever” (verse 13b).
And all living things said, “Let it be so.”
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REVELATION 5
1 I saw a book in the right hand of the One Who sat on the throne. It had writing on the
inside and on the back side. It was locked with seven locks.
2 I saw a powerful angel calling with a loud voice, “Who is able to open the book and to
break its locks?”
3 No one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able to open the book or to look
in it.
4 Then I began to cry with loud cries. I cried because no one was good enough to open the
book or to look in it.
5 One of the leaders said to me, “Stop crying. See! The Lion from the family group of
Judah has power and has won. He can open the book and break its seven locks. He is of the
family of David.
6 I saw a Lamb standing in front of the twenty-four leaders. He was before the throne and
in front of the four living beings. He looked as if He had been killed. He had seven horns and
seven eyes. These are the seven Spirits of God. They have been sent out into all the world.
7 The Lamb came and took the book from the right hand of the One Who sat on the throne.
8 When the Lamb had taken the book, the four living beings and the twenty-four leaders
got down before Him. Each one had a harp. They all had pots made of gold, full of special
perfume, which are the prayers of the people who belong to God.
9 They sang a new song, saying, “It is right for You to take the book and break its locks. It
is because You were killed. Your blood has bought men for God from every family and from
every language and from every kind of people and from every nation.
10 You have made them to be a holy nation of religious leaders to work for our God. They
will be the leaders on the earth.”
11 I looked again. I heard the voices of many thousands of angels. They stood around the
throne and around the four living beings and the leaders.
12 They said with a loud voice, “The Lamb Who was killed has the right to receive power
and riches and wisdom and strength and honor and shining-greatness and thanks.
13 Then I heard every living thing in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and in the
sea and all that are in them. They were saying, “Thanks and honor and shining-greatness and
all power are to the One Who sits on the throne and to the Lamb forever.”
14 The four living beings kept saying, “Let it be so!” And the twenty-four leaders fell down
and worshiped.
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