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Adult Bible Study in Simplified English Teaching Guide

Introduction for Teachers

T

he purpose of this teaching guide is to provide teachers with a plan for teaching a quality Bible lesson while
helping participants improve their English language skills. Use of this material is suggested for International
Sunday School classes or any Bible study group taught at a Basic English level.
The Teaching Guide begins with listings of the Lesson Focus, Focal/Background Text, and Memory Verse, all
of which provide the premise for the lesson. This information is followed by a teaching plan under headings of
Connect with Life, Guide the Study, and Encourage Application. At the end of each lesson, Supplemental Teaching
Ideas are provided under those same headings. As the teacher, you may pick and choose from these helps to use along
with the student’s Study Guide to fit the lesson to your class members’ abilities and needs.
The Bible text printed in the lesson material is from the NEW LIFE Version of the Bible (NLV), an
inexpensive translation (not a paraphrase) which uses only an 850-word vocabulary. The NLV is available from
Christian Literature International, P. O. Box 777, Canby, Oregon 97013; e-mail christian@canby.com; telephone
(orders only) 1-800-324-9734.
The NLV Bible often uses simplified phrases to express terms generally familiar to anyone raised in a
Christian environment. In the Teaching Guide, these terms will usually be expressed using the NLV terminology,
followed by the more common term in parentheses; for example, “proud religious lawkeeper (Pharisee)” or “early
preacher (prophet).” The teacher has the option of using the NLV term for new Christians or beginning students, or the
common term where it will be better understood and less cumbersome in teaching. Once a word or phrase has been
introduced in the Word List or teaching procedures, however, the familiar expression may be used to help students add
it to their vocabulary.
Prayer is sometimes specifically suggested in the teaching procedures. It should be an integral part of your
lesson plan. Use your own judgment as to where it best fits into the teaching session.
The writers and editors wish you success and give you prayerful support in your teaching of this Adult Bible
Study in Simplified English.

Adult Bible Study in Simplified English is published by the Baptist General Convention of
Texas and follows the same curriculum plan as the Bible Study for Texas materials, but has
no Texas emphasis. Teachers may wish to purchase Bible Study for Texas lesson comments
and teaching guides as additional resources. These may be ordered through your church or
directly from the Sunday School/Discipleship Division, Baptist General Convention of
Texas, 333 North Washington, Dallas, TX 75246-1798, e-mail baptistway@bgct.org; FAX
214-828-5187; or toll-free telephone 1-800-355-5285.

About the writer
Margaret Gayle served with her husband, Jim, as a
missionary in Vietnam and Indonesia for more than 24
years. She taught ESL at University of North Texas in
Denton and at Tarrant County College for eight years.
Margaret is a native Texan and lives in Plano. She and
her husband have three adult sons and ten
grandchildren. They are members of First Chinese
Baptist Church of Dallas. They presently work through
the church with international students at UTD & SMU.

This unit of study is different from any unit we
have written before. First, there are 18 lessons,
where the usual number is about 13. Second,
these 18 lessons are planned so you may start
this study in December in Luke 1 with the birth
of Christ and continue learning about Christ’s
life, ministry, death, and resurrection through
Easter Sunday, finishing in Luke 24.
Our prayer is that it will bless you and
your study group in a new way as you learn
about Jesus’ life from beginning to end—and to
resurrection!
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Adult Bible Study in Simplified English Study Guide

Suggestions for Teaching
General Suggestions for Teaching Simplified
English Audiences
1. Provide language edition Bibles so students can
read the focal passage in their native languages.
2. Beginning students may require three sessions
to complete one lesson.
3. Review the Word List before beginning the study.
Provide Study Guide pages for class to keep
vocabulary studies in their notebooks.
4. Prepare 9-12 core sentences which tell the most
important part of the Bible focal text. Illustrate each
sentence with stick figures and symbols in picture
sequence form (see details below).
5. Prepare lesson outlines or written materials
before class—make your own cling sheets by
cutting apart white plastic garbage bags and writing
on them with markers. The plastic bags will cling to
the wall.
Bible Comments/Focal Text
1. Help students hear English and practice their
pronunciation by modeling phrases and sentence.
Allow the entire class to repeat. Be consistent with
stress and intonation. Speak naturally.
2. Allow individual students to read a sentence or
paragraph at a time. For further practice, ask
students to tell sections from Bible comments in
their own words.
3. When time allows, pairs may read the lesson
again to each other.
4. Class may close books and listen as a native
speaker reads the section again.
5. Discuss lesson using “Things to Think About.”
Memory Verse
1. Challenge class members to say the Memory
Verse several times each day.
2. Provide blank paper for students to write Memory
Verses.
3. Write phrases or individual words on separate
pieces of paper. Give to students to place in order.
4. Write entire verse on board. Read in unison.
Erase key words a few at a time. Recite until entire
verse is erased and class can repeat by memory.
5. Make a symbol for each word or phrase of the
verse.

6. Use the symbols as a reminder for saying the
verse.
Picture Sequencing (Lipson Method)
This method is especially suited for teaching
beginners. It consists of a series of pictures with
accompanying sentences that tell a story. It may be
used solely for oral production (using pictures
alone) or for integrated skills (engaging students in
reading and writing the story).
You may use real pictures, videotape, pictures that
are professionally drawn, or stick figures
Other benefits include the following:
1. Relaxed, low-anxiety atmosphere as students
focus on the pictures and create their own
sentences to tell the story
Focus on fluency, not just accuracy
Focus on a message or task rather than form or
grammar
Minimal error-correction as students tell the story
2. Pictures (even stick figures) convey meaning in
every language.
3. The same set of pictures can be used with more
than one level of students by making the sentences
easier or more difficult.
4. The use of pictures helps students learn the
language in “chunks” rather than words in isolation.
5. The only item needed is a piece of chalk—or a
marker, if using a cling sheet or overhead
transparency.
Preparation
1. Put a story into sentences that are suitable for
the level of your students. Try to tell the story with a
maximum of ten sentences. For low beginners,
choose the simplest and fewest words possible.
Keep sentences in their most basic form, so
students can combine sentences later.
2. Draw simple pictures or stick figures to illustrate
key points in the story. These serve as prompts for
the telling of the story. Other drawing tips:
An “x” in a small square beside a picture
enables you to cue for a negative as you tell the
story.
Direct quotations may be indicated with a
cartoon-type bubble.
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Suggestions for Teaching
Procedure
1. Introduce the story by following your prepared
script of sentences (for consistency) and pointing to
the pictures as you speak. This will give students
the main idea and help them think in chunks of
language (as in real-life language use).
2. Introduce the new words as you again reference
the pictures. Use props and/or dramatization as
needed to establish understanding. Work on
individual sounds and word stress as students
repeat new words.
3. Lead students in repetition of the story, one
sentence at a time, working on sentence stress and
intonation.
4. Lead the class in one more repetition of the story
(going straight through and continuing to refer to
the pictures throughout the story).
5. Ask the class to tell you the story as you cue the
story sequence by pointing to the pictures. (You
become “stage prompter” at this point.)
6. Then ask for a single volunteer to tell the story.
(This may open the door for several more proficient
students to use what they know.)
7. Divide the class into small groups of 3-5 students
to give each person practice in telling the story.
(Inevitably, the most eager student will go first,
followed by another “semi”-eager student. By the
time it is the least proficient student’s turn, he/she
will have learned a lot by listening, will have
observed a good model at least a couple of times,
and will have bolstered courage for risk-taking.)
8. Follow with questions to review story (begin by
naming the setting, the characters, etc.—easy
questions).
9. Conclude with life application questions that
require some thought and give students opportunity
to express opinion, emotion, and their own ideas.
Lesson Expansion
If the setting and circumstances permit, use these
ideas:
—Sequencing pictures (a set for each pair of
students) while listening to you or to a taped voice
tell the story
—Picture sequencing without hearing the story told
—Matching pictures and sentences
—Scrambled sentences to arrange in order (writing
numbers or letters in front of sentences to show
sequence; cutting up sentences and moving around
to position correct order)

—Strip story (cutting up sentences, issuing one
strip per student, asking students to arrange
themselves in order, having them retell the story by
contributing the portion on their paper strip)
—Cloze (supplying a written copy with every nth
word blank; students work in pairs to fill in the
missing words)
—Dictation (teacher or student telling the story
while students write what they hear)
—Provide a copy of the sentences for each
student. Ask that they read the story to a partner.
—Ask students to write the story in their own
words.
Bible passage as content for reading
Procedure
1. Tell the parable or story using pictures. Use
animation and simple sentences.
2. Ask questions about the main idea of the story.
3. Read story aloud while students follow along and
underline unknown words. Go over the meaning of
these words with the whole class.
4. Intermediate or advanced students: Have
students read silently a second time to look for
answers to two or three questions about details that
you have written on the board. Ask students to
discuss their answers with a partner. Then go over
answers with the whole class.
5. Beginning or low-intermediate students: Read
story again and ask students to repeat it with you
line by line.
6. Invite the class to read the story with you in
unison.
7. Ask pairs to read the story to each other.
8. Ask for volunteers to tell the story in their own
words.
9. Make drawings large enough for the back row to
see.
10. Select a list of new words in the story—
unfamiliar words that the students would not likely
be able to figure out from context (generally 8-10
new words per lesson).
11. List the new words in categories: verbs, nouns,
adjectives, adverbs. When listing verbs, you may
write both simple present and past tense forms
(e.g., eat/ate, walk/walked). Basic beginners would
do well to tell the story in present tense, but high
beginners could work in present tense, then retell
the story in past tense.
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Suggestions for Teaching
Checklist for Successful Classrooms
Right Kind of Input
1. New language in every lesson
2. Input that is slightly above the students' current
level of proficiency
3. Content relevant to the students' real-life needs
and interests
4. Language learned in meaningful chunks, not
words in isolation
5. Comprehensibility achieved by use of the
following:
—Realia or authentic materials
—Simplified language (rephrasing, repeating,
clear enunciation)
—Demonstration and multiple examples rather
than explanation
—Lots of gestures and nonverbal language

have different pieces of information and must ask
each other questions in order to fill in their gaps of
understanding
8. Other useful activities: surveys, interviews, roleplay, problem-solving, and interactive games
9. Review previous material.
___________________________
Some suggestions based on material developed
for the EFL Training Manual—Beyond our
Borders.

Low Anxiety Environment
Students should not be afraid to make mistakes or
take risks in language learning. The following
factors contribute to a relaxed and comfortable
atmosphere and build a sense of community:
—Personally greeting and bidding farewell to
students
—Sincere and frequent affirmation
—Minimal error correction from the teacher
—Frequent reference to the culture(s) of the
students
—Smiles and laughter that are commonplace
—Connecting with students through eye contact
and positioning yourself on students’ eye level
—Calling students by name

Online Resources and
Study Helps

Checklist for Real-Life Interaction
1. Pace activities with a balance of noisy/quiet and
still/active
2. Attention to different learning styles (visual,
auditory, tactile, kinesthetic)
3. Variety in grouping (predominately pairs and
small groups of three or five; using whole class in
initial presentation and again for feedback and wrap
-up at the end)
4. A focus on a task or message rather than form
(grammar)
5. Provision for all four skills (listening, speaking,
reading, writing)
6. Avoidance of questions for which answers are
known
7. Use of information gap activity in which partners



EasyEnglish is a form of simple
English developed by Wycliffe
Associates (UK). Their website:
(www.easyenglish.info) contains Bible
commentaries, Bible translations, Bible
studies, and other materials written in
simple English. They are free for you to
download and use.



Use the following free helps: Additional
adult Bible study comments by Dr. Jim
Denison, “Teaching Plans,” and
“Teaching Resource Items” available
for each lesson online at
www.baptistwaypress.org. Additional
teaching help is provided in the internet
edition of the Baptist Standard
www.baptiststandard.com

The Gospel of Luke • Unit 1: Jesus’ Birth and Childhood • Lesson 1: Ending the Long Wait
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 1: Ending the Long Wait

Lesson Focus

Guide the Study

God’s promise of a child to Zachariah and Elizabeth
began to end the long wait for the fulfillment of God’s
promise of the Messiah.

5. Say: A man named Luke wrote both the Gospel of
Luke as well as a sequel called the book of Acts. Luke’s
Gospel begins with a short introduction or preface. In it
we learn how and why Luke wrote the book.

Focal Text
Luke 1:1-25

Memory Verse
“This is what the Lord has done for me. He has looked
on me and has taken away my shame from among
men.” (Luke 1:25)

_________________
Prior Preparation
♦ General supplies for all lessons: Marker board and
markers.
♦ Guide the Study #12: Consider whether you will make
a poster of the text used in this activity or if students will
refer to their Study Guide pages in order to read the text
aloud in unison.

Connect with Life
1. On a poster or marker board write today’s lesson title,
“Ending the Long Wait.”
2. Invite someone to read from the Study Guide the
writer’s personal story of his long wait for a home. Ask:
What was the lesson he learned from the wait? (God
gives us what we need in His own time.)
3. Referring to today’s Lesson Focus, state that in
today’s Bible passage we will read the personal story of
Zachariah and Elizabeth, how God’s promise that they
would have a child began the end of their long wait. It
was also the beginning of the fulfillment of God’s
promise of a Messiah.
4. Call attention to the word Messiah in the Word List.
Explain that this word as used in the Old Testament
means “the One promised by God as the great
Deliverer.” In the New Testament the word Christ is
used.

6. Read Luke 1:1-4. Guide discussion with these
questions:
• How had Luke received knowledge about “things that
had happened”? (verse 1, written record and oral
record [things passed on])
• What might these records have included? (the promises
of God through the Old Testament and the
fulfillment of the promises in Jesus; eyewitness
accounts from people who had experienced and
witnessed Jesus)
• What reason does Luke give for now writing down for
Theophilus the “things he has looked into with
care”? (verse 4, to be sure Theophilus [and we]
knew the truth about what had happened)
• Why is good research and written record important?
(Review research from the Word List.)
• What determines whether an oral record is believed?
(The character of the person relaying the story; the
story being confirmed by more than one witness)
7. Ask a member to read Luke 1:5-7 while the class
listens for the historical context. Remark that Herod was
king of Palestine for about 37 years and died shortly
before Jesus and John the Baptist were born. (Explain
that John the Baptist was the long-awaited child of
Zachariah and Elizabeth.)
8. Lead the class to review the facts these verses tell
about Zachariah and Elizabeth. Write the responses in a
column on the marker board. Beside the list write these
words (see chart on next page). Explain meanings and
invite members to make sentences describing the couple
by using these four words on the chart.
Ask: How does the description we have of
Zachariah and Elizabeth show that, though their desire
for a child was unfulfilled, they did not blame God?
Ask: Do you think at this point as an older
couple they continued to pray for a child or had they
given up hope? What lesson can we learn from their
experience? What does it tell us about God?

The Gospel of Luke • Unit 1: Jesus’ Birth and Childhood • Lesson 1: Ending the Long Wait
Facts about
Zachariah
and Elizabeth

respected

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

faithful
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12. Referring to the Study Guide invite the class to read
in unison paragraph 3, page 10, under “Zachariah Meets
an Angel.” (Have members refer to the Study Guide
page or have a poster ready with this text in large print.)

God often has entered the history of the

upright

world when people have given up hope of

obedient

having their desires fulfilled. God works in
everyday activities to do on earth what He

9. Continue the reading of Luke 1:8-25. Enlist four
people to read the words of the narrator, the angel,
Zachariah, and Elizabeth. Pass out red pens and allow a
minute for the readers to mark their verses.
10. After the reading, lead the class to discuss the
familiar, real-world circumstances in the story. List the
main points on the marker board. (According to Jewish
tradition, Zachariah was doing his work in the temple as
usual; the people were outside praying as usual; a simple
family was praying for a child.)
Then discuss and list the special, miraculous
circumstances in the story. (Zachariah was “chosen” to
burn the special perfume, an assignment he received by
casting lots; an angel appeared standing by the altar with
the special perfume; Zachariah could not speak; the
people understood he had seen something from God
while he was in the temple; Elizabeth became pregnant.)
Real world
circumstances
of this story
•
•
•
•
•
•

Miraculous
circumstances
of this story
•
•
•
•
•
•

11. Refer to Zachariah’s response to the angel Gabriel’s
message in verse 18. Point out that we have no record of
Zachariah saying or even thinking, “That’s great! It’s an
answer to our prayers!” Instead, the question, “How can
I know for sure?” was in his mind. Invite the class to
consider whether, under the circumstances, this was an
appropriate question for Zachariah to ask. Comment that
God is always pleased when we don’t doubt, even in the
face of what seems impossible.

has promised to do. We must not be
frightened when God begins to work.

13. Point out that the angel’s message brought hope that
the long wait for the arrival of the Messiah was nearly
over. Review verses 14-17 and note the unique
characteristic of John the Baptist. Emphasize that John
was the forerunner of Jesus. He came to make people
ready for Jesus to come.

Encourage Application
14. Ask: What is our response when we receive a longawaited answer to prayer? Do we respond as Elizabeth
did by proclaiming to everyone that the Lord is the One
who has brought it to pass?
15. In prayer, lead the class to surrender all unfulfilled
desires to the Lord, trusting Him to answer in His time.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
♦ Ask: What are you waiting for? (Receive responses,
however trivial.)
Discuss why waiting is difficult. Say: People
had waited centuries for the coming of the promised
Messiah. In today’s lesson we read about the beginning
of the end of waiting when an old couple receive the
news they will have a son who will be the forerunner of
Jesus.

Encourage Application
♦ Discuss questions #1 and #4 in Things to Think About
in the Study Guide, page 9.
♦ Close with a prayer of gratitude that God fulfilled His
promise to send the Messiah, the One who delivers us
from sin.

The Gospel of Luke • Unit 1: Jesus’ Birth and Childhood • Lesson 2: Bringing Fullness of Hope
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 2: Bringing Fullness of Hope

Lesson Focus
God brings fullness of hope in the Child promised
miraculously to Mary and to God’s people.

Focal Text
Luke 1:26-56

Memory Verse
“…God can do all things.” (Luke 1:37)

_________________
Prior Preparation
♦ Guide the Study #8: Photocopy the Luke 1:46-56 text
box for each member. Or if you prefer not to make
copies, let students use their Study Guide (page 15) to
mark this passage. Bring pens for everyone.

Connect with Life
1. Tell this illustration: After loading her groceries in
her car Laurie forgot and left her purse in the shopping
cart in the parking lot at Walmart. When she arrived
home, she realized her mistake and rushed back to the
store. Unbelievably, there was her purse, still where she
had left it! Later she told everyone, “It was a miracle!”
Discuss with the class the casual and often
flippant use of the word miracle.
2. On the marker board write the question:
What miracle might God want to happen in your life?
Lead the class to consider how they would
answer the question.
Suggest that our lesson today will ask us to think
about this question: What holds us back from receiving
the impossible from God?
3. Introduce today’s lesson. Say: The book of Luke
continues to slowly unveil the plan of God for fulfilling
His promise that a Messiah-Deliverer would come. The
focus shifts from the announcement of the birth of John
the Baptist to the announcement of the coming birth of
Jesus. Zachariah had been left speechless after Gabriel
announced that he and Elizabeth would have a son.
Elizabeth went into seclusion after she discovered she

was pregnant in her old age. Now the stage is set for
Gabriel to make his next major announcement in God’s
story—the birth of the Christ-child was at hand,
bringing fullness of hope to all people.
4. State that our lesson today includes three sections:
• the announcement to Mary
• the visitation of Mary and Elizabeth
• the song of Mary
The story is one of God’s miraculous power,
which is as true for us today as in the first century. God
has blessings for us which are beyond circumstances.

Guide the Study
5. Invite someone to read Luke 1:26-37 while the class
pays attention to the interaction of the angel Gabriel with
Mary. Lead the class to discuss these questions:
• What was Gabriel’s mission? (to obtain Mary’s
willingness to proceed with plans God had for her)
• How did Gabriel prepare Mary to receive the news?
(He assured her that the news was good. She was
honored. God was with her.)
• How did Gabriel answer Mary’s query, “How will this
happen?” (The Holy Spirit will make it happen.)
Comment that Luke did not explain this holy action,
but left us with the truth that God was doing
something unusual and miraculous.
• What additional promise did Gabriel give Mary as
“proof” his message was from God? (Her older
relative Elizabeth was going to have a child.)
6. Read Luke 1:39-45. Ask: Why do you think Mary went
to visit Elizabeth? (Possible responses: To share in each
other’s joy, to seek wisdom from an older woman, to get
away from gossip surrounding her pregnancy)
Explain that Mary had to travel a long
distance—approximately 80 miles—to the hill country
of Judea. The Bible doesn’t tell us how she traveled, but
no doubt she spent many hours in thought along the way.
7. Use the following questions to guide discussion:
• Do you think the women were prepared for what
happened when they met?
• How did what happened confirm the earlier
announcement of Gabriel to both women?
(Elizabeth’s response to Mary was one of humility.

The Gospel of Luke • Unit 1: Jesus’ Birth and Childhood • Lesson 2: Bringing Fullness of Hope

Her son was to prepare the way for Jesus. She
acknowledged that Mary’s Son was Lord, and she
felt honored that Mary had come to her. She assured
Mary that everything would happen as the angel
said.)
8. Invite a member to read aloud Mary’s song in Luke
1:46-56. (Photocopy the text below, making a copy for
each member. Or ask students to turn to page 15 in their
Study Guide to reference this passage.)
Provide pens. To note Mary’s personal side, ask
members to circle every “my” and “me” in verses 46-48.
Ask for a volunteer to describe Mary’s transition from a
lowly servant to a blessed servant.

Luke 1:46-56

46 Then Mary said, “My heart sings with thanks
for my Lord.
47 And my spirit is happy in God, the One Who
saves from the punishment of sin.
48 The Lord has looked on me, His servant-girl
and one who is not important. But from now on
all people will honor me.
49 He Who is powerful has done great things for
me. His name is holy.
50 The loving-kindness of the Lord is given to the
people of all times who honor Him.
51 He has done powerful works with His arm. He
has divided from each other those who have pride
in their hearts.
52 He has taken rulers down from their thrones.
He has put those who are in a place that is not
important to a place that is important.
53 He has filled those who are hungry with good
things. He has sent the rich people away with
nothing.
54 He has helped Israel His servant. This was done
to remember His loving-kindness.
55 He promised He would do this to our early
fathers and to Abraham and to his family forever.”
56 Mary stayed with Elizabeth about three months.
Then she went to her own home.
9. Point out that Mary recognized her blessing had
implications for Israel and for people of all time. Just as
the coming Messiah changed Mary’s place in history, He
would change hearts and overturn the world.
10. Ask members to name the powerful works that Jesus
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would do that are mentioned in verses 51-53. Ask: How
are Jesus’ ways and works contrary to the world’s
ways? (God’s ways are ways of humility and goodness;
the world’s ways are based on pride and prestige.)

Encourage Application
11. Say: Let us praise God as Mary did that He still acts
in history to change hearts and overturn the world’s
ways.
12. Return to the question asked in Connect with Life
#1: What seemingly impossible act may God want to
create in your own life? State that through a miracle in
Mary’s life, God brought salvation to all people. Lead
members to explore what God may wish to accomplish
in others’ lives through their blessing.
13. Close with a prayer of gratitude for the hope we have
because of the Child miraculously promised to Mary.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
♦ Comment that news of a pregnancy is often a cause of
joy, but it can also bring challenges. Discuss the
challenges the following announcements would bring.
Young couple to parents: Mom, Dad, you’re going to
be grandparents!
Teenager to parents: Mom, Dad, I’m pregnant.
I’m so sorry to disappoint you.
Doctor to mother of four: Ms. Jones, I have to tell
you...your pregnancy test is positive.
♦ State that today’s Bible lesson presents Gabriel’s
announcement to Mary that she would become a mother.
This news brought confusion and complications in her
life. But after hearing the angel’s full message, she had
great joy. She recognized that her Son was the hope the
world was waiting for.

Encourage Application
♦ Refer to Study Guide, Things to Think About #4. Lead
the class to discuss: What ways do you see God working
in your daily activities or work that give you hope?
♦ Close with a prayer that each member would find the
hope that Mary had and share it with others.

The Gospel of Luke • Unit 1: Jesus’ Birth and Childhood • Lesson 3: Proclaiming the Savior’s Birth
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 3: Proclaiming the Savior’s Birth

Lesson Focus
God’s promise to Mary came to pass in the birth of the
Savior, Christ the Lord.

Focal Text
Luke 2:1-20

Memory Verse
“The angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. See! I bring
you good news of great joy which is for all people.’”
(Luke 2:10)

_________________
Prior Preparation
♦ Supplemental Teaching Ideas/Encourage Application:
Determine whether you want to make copies of the
“Silent Night” handout or if you will write the lyrics on
the marker board.

Connect with Life
1. Write the word Celebration on a marker board. Invite
the class to think of a celebration and call out words
describing the fanfare that might accompany a
celebration. (Possible words: Master of Ceremony,
microphone, music, speakers, food, drink, dancing,
announcements. Also, planning, preparation, decision
making, fatigue, etc.)
2. State that in the orderly account of events leading to
the birth of Jesus, Luke finally gives the details of the
announcement and celebration of Jesus’ birth. The
preparatory events Luke has already told about—
Zachariah being approached by an angel in the temple,
the news of his wife’s pregnancy, the angel announcing
to Mary that she would have a child before she had
normal relations with a husband—seem spectacular
compared with the quiet arrival of the Son of God in a
simple stable where cattle are fed.

Guide the Study
3. Read Luke 1:1-5. Explain that an Old Testament
prophecy (Micah 5:2) said the Savior would be born in
Bethlehem.

Ask: What historical data does Luke give to
explain why Joseph and Mary went to Bethlehem? (the
edict by Caesar Augustus that people must return to their
hometown and register—similar to taking a census
today; Joseph was from Bethlehem, the city of David
and of the ancestry line of David.)
4. State that God used human leaders and natural
occurrences to bring about the miraculous event of the
Savior’s birth. Invite the class to consider what God may
be doing through the people and circumstances in their
life to accomplish His will and purpose.
Call on someone to read from the Study Guide,
“Names Written in the Book of the Nation,” page 17,
second paragraph from the top of the page:
God used the everyday events in history to fulfill
His promises. He works in the same way today. We need
to look for God to work in everyday events even now.
His work on earth is not finished. He wants to work in
and through you and me.
Invite responses.
5. Read Luke 1:6-7 aloud to the class. As members
listen, ask them to think of the pictures that form in their
mind of the scene at Jesus’ birth. (Allow time for
sharing.)
Ask: Besides pictures of the physical
circumstances, what spiritual or theological impressions
come to your mind? (Possible responses: In His birth,
Jesus identified with the poor. He was born to a simple,
ordinary woman. Social status was and is unimportant.)
6. Ask: How might Joseph and Mary have celebrated the
birth of their baby? State that surely even in a lowly
stable, two new parents would have found a way to
celebrate the joy at the arrival of their first born. (Share
ideas.)
7. For Luke 1:8-20, enlist volunteers to read the parts of
the narrator, the angel and the shepherds, and the entire
group to read the part of the many angels.
Use the following questions to discuss the role
of the shepherds in announcing Jesus’ birth:
• Why were the shepherds frightened? (the sudden
appearance of the angel, especially at night)
• How were they assured? (with the comforting words,
“Do not be afraid.” The news was “good news.”)
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• What terms did the angel use to describe the Child?
(verse 11, Savior, Christ, Lord)
• What must have come to the shepherds’ minds when
they heard these terms? (a person of great honor)
• What must they have thought when the angel explained
they must search for the Child and would find Him
lying in a place where cattle are fed?
8. Brainstorm this question: Of all the people to whom
the angels could have appeared, why did God choose the
shepherds? (The shepherds’ low status in society and
simple life may have made them more willing to believe
the angels’ message.)
9. Point out that the angels appeared to the shepherds in
the field but then left and went back to heaven. The
shepherds, without the help of angels, proclaimed to
Mary and Joseph what had happened.
Lead the class to contrast the reaction of Mary
and the reaction of the shepherds when they heard the
message told by the angel. (The shepherds told everyone;
Mary hid what she had heard in her heart. The shepherds
went back to their fields full of joy, thanking God for all
they had heard and seen; Mary pondered all that had
happened.) If desired, put the facts in columns on the
marker board.

•
•
•

Shepherds’ reaction
to the angels’
message

Mary’s reaction
to Gabriel’s message
•
•
•

10. Ask and discuss this question: In what ways do you
think the shepherds’ lives were never the same?
(Encourage the class to think practically—for example,
some may have left their work as shepherds and become
evangelists, others may have composed music or poetry
about the heavenly visitation, etc.)

Encourage Application
11. Call members to a moment of reflection, considering
how their lives have changed since they met Jesus.
Referring to the Study Guide, page 17, Things to Think
About #1, ask for volunteers to share what the “Good
News” means to them. Be prepared to tell your personal
testimony.
12. Close with a prayer that at this season everyone
might ponder all that Christ means and find ways to
share the Good News with others.
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Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
♦ As each member arrives for class, call each by name
and ask: (Johnnie), do you have the Christmas spirit?
Receive responses and make appropriate comments.
Then begin the class by asking: Can you
imagine the spirit of the people who approached Jesus’
manger on that first Christmas? Make a chart on the
marker board:
Mary
a spirit of _____________
Joseph
a spirit of _____________
Shepherds
a spirit of _____________
(possible answers: willingness, obedience, anticipation)
Lead member to fill in the blanks, referring them
to Bible verses as necessary. State that the spirit of joy
on that first Christmas was all about the One who lay in
the manger. From today’s lesson, let us learn from these
first worshipers about our own spirit as we welcome
afresh Christ into our lives.

Encourage Application
♦ Ahead of class, write on the marker board or poster the

following lyrics from two verses of the Christmas carol,
Silent Night. Or you may want to make copies of the
following handout for each member.
State that these verses talk about the shepherds
and the angels. Lead the class to read the words aloud
together, and then reverently sing them in an act of
worship to Christ who was born in Bethlehem.

Silent Night
Silent night, holy night,
Darkness flies, all is light,
Shepherds hear the angels sing,
“Alleluia! Hail the King!
Christ the Savior is born.”
Christ the Savior is born.
Silent night, holy night,
Wondrous star, lend thy light;
With the angels let us sing,
Alleluia to our King!
Christ the Savior is born.
Christ the Savior is born.
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 4: Committed to God’s Purpose

Lesson Focus
Jesus’ childhood experience in the temple shows His
commitment to God’s purpose and calls us to consider
our own commitment to God’s purpose.

Focal Text
Luke 2:39-52

Memory Verse
“Jesus grew strong in mind and body. He grew in favor
with God and men.” (Luke 2:52)

_________________
Prior Preparation
♦ Connect with Life #1: Activity requires a photo album
with pictures of a child from birth to teen years.
♦ Encourage Application #11: Determine if you want to
make copies of the handout or write the information on
the board.

Connect with Life
1. If possible, bring to class and display a photo album
containing pictures of a child from birth to his/her
teenage years. Ask class members to describe the
physical record they have of their very early years.
(Possible responses: Home movies, slides, scrapbooks,
mother’s personal journal, etc.)
2. State that in Luke’s Gospel we have a record of Jesus’
childhood. From personal research and relying on
records others had kept, Luke gives us a picture of Jesus
as a child, growing up as any other child in Nazareth
would have, and yet remarkably different.

Guide the Study
3. Point out that Luke gives a picture of two encounters
Jesus had at the temple.
Request someone to read from the Study Guide,
page 20, “Jesus, the Growing Boy,” first paragraph in
that section, about Jesus’ dedication at the temple when
he was eight days old. Comment that Simeon and
Anna’s joy over the birth of God’s promised Messiah

arose from having waited all their lives for that moment.
It also confirmed again to Mary and Joseph that Jesus
was a special child.
4. Read Luke 2:39-40. Explain that in dedicating Jesus at
the temple Mary and Joseph were following the Jewish
law. Invite the class to reflect on the fact that the record
of Jesus’ earliest life includes events at the temple,
whereas events at His home are unmentioned.
Ask: Why do you think there is no written record
of Jesus in His home with His family? (Possible answer:
Jesus was no different than any other child during His
early childhood.)
5. Refer members again to the one-verse summary Luke
gives of Jesus’ first 12 years (verse 40). Ask: What does
this statement tell about the influence of Jesus’ parents
in shaping His life? Discuss from the Study Guide, page
21, Things to Think About #4 and #1, respectively.
6. State that at 12 years of age Jesus made a trip to
Jerusalem with His parents to celebrate a special Jewish
holy day. Neither the age nor the trip is as important as
the experience Jesus had while there.
Read Luke 2:41-44, then ask: How could Jesus’
parents have left Him behind?
Ask class members to tell stories they have
heard of other families who have left a child behind.
(Real-life stories of this nature are pretty common. An
example: A couple drives to church in two cars, the child
goes to sleep on a church pew, both parents think the
other one remembered to get the child. They discover the
mistake after both parents arrive home.)
7. For Luke 2:45-52 invite three people to read the
words of narrator, Mary, and Jesus while the class listens
for how and where Jesus was found. Use these questions
in discussion:
• How many days were the parents separated from
Jesus?
• What emotions must they have felt when they couldn’t
find Jesus? when they found Him? (Remind the class
that Mary and Joseph’s primary job was to care for
Jesus.)
• What did Jesus think His parents would know? (verse
49, that He was in His Father’s house)
• What should Mary and Joseph have remembered?
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Why? (That Jesus was the promised Messiah. They
had heard the angel’s announcement, the shepherds’
story, and the words of Simeon and Anna.)
• What details about this event are not given that you
would like to know? (Possible responses: Where did
Jesus eat and sleep during this time? Why were the
Jewish leaders not concerned about Jesus being in
the temple alone? Etc.)
8. Ask the class to consider what the side issues in this
event are and what the real message is.
Write these two headings on the marker board
and list members’ responses under each. (Possible
responses are listed in each column.)
Possible Side Issues

How much did Jesus
understand about His
mission as MessiahDeliverer?
What were the
questions Jesus asked
the teachers in the
temple?
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Display this checklist on a poster and allow members to
mentally check items they commit to. Or before class
make a handout of the checklist for each member.
To Fulfill God’s Purpose for My Life,
I Commit to:
____Putting God’s purpose above my own
desire
____Growing in wisdom
____Growing in God and others’ favor
____Growing in listening and learning from
spiritual leaders

Real Message

Jesus acknowledged
His commitment to
God’s purpose.
He was dedicated to
His calling.

Why did Jesus not tell
his parents He planned
to stay behind for study
in the temple?

12. Close with a prayer of renewed commitment to
fulfilling God’s purpose for our lives.
13. As time permits, review the Word List and Memory
Verse from the Study Guide.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
♦ Write the words “Left Behind!” on the marker board.
Ask: Have you even been left behind? (Allow members
to share their experiences. Prompt responses with these
suggestions: on a school bus? at the airport? at church?)
Ask that they describe the emotions they felt and why.

♦ State that today’s lesson covers a significant event in
the life of Jesus when He was left behind at the temple.
9. Point out that up to this point in the Gospels, others
had proclaimed Jesus’ purpose—angels, Mary, Elizabeth, Suggest that if we have had a similar experience, it will
help us understand and identify with both Jesus and His
shepherds, Simeon, Anna. In the temple at age 12, Jesus
parents. Today’s lesson will help us understand why the
acknowledges for the first time His own commitment to
event was significant in Jesus’ life—and ours.
God’s purpose.
10. Point out that the temple event is the last record we
have of Jesus’ early life until He began His public
ministry around 30 years of age. Often the traits of a
child will determine what kind of character he/she will
have as an adult.
Ask: What do the traits we see in Jesus as a 12year-old indicate about the kind of adult He will
become?(Responses may include His focus on ministry,
beloved, a wise teacher, a charismatic person, a person
willing to listen and learn.)

Encourage Application
11. Call for a moment of reflection: How deeply am I
committed to fulfilling God’s purpose for my life?

Encourage Application
♦ Point out that Jesus returned to Nazareth with His
parents after the temple experience. The Gospels tell
nothing about Jesus’ life for the next 18 years until God
was ready for Him to begin His public ministry. Remark
that 18 years is a long time. Brainstorm what Jesus
might have been doing and learning during these years.
What might Mary have been learning?
♦ Close in prayer that as we commit to following God’s
purpose for our lives, we will be learning, growing, and
willing to wait for God’s timing, just as Jesus did.
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 5: Are You Ready for This?

Lesson Focus
Entering into a genuine relationship with God calls for
turning from unethical behavior.

Focal Text
Luke 3:1-14

Memory Verse
“And all men will see God saving people from the
punishment of their sins.” (Luke 3:6)

_________________
Prior Preparation
♦ Connect with Life #2: Prepare the poster with Unit 2’s
lesson titles and summary statements.
♦ Supplemental Teaching Ideas/Encourage Application:
Decide if you want to use the magnifying glass handout
and make copies for everyone.

Connect with Life
1. Summarize the story of missionary Bertha Smith from
the Study Guide or let a member read the story aloud to
the class.
Review the words repentance and convicted
from the Word List in the Study Guide.
Ask: Why do you think repentance prepared the
way for God to work among the Chinese? (Possible
answers: With changed hearts, the missionaries were
able to demonstrate greater love toward the Chinese; the
missionaries changed their behavior.)
Continue reviewing the other new words in the
Word List.
2. Present an overview of the new unit of study
“Preparing for Ministry” by displaying a poster you have
made showing the information in the following poster.
Preparing for Ministry
Lesson 5: “Are You Ready for This?”
Repentance brings joy
and a new relationship with God.
Lesson 6: “Who’s the Greatest?”
Giving Christ our full commitment brings joy.
Lesson 7: “When Temptation Comes”
Gaining victory over sin brings joy.

Guide the Study
3. Have someone read aloud Luke 3:1-2 while the class
listens for the names of the leaders in power during the
time of John the Baptist. Discuss using these questions:
• Why do you think Luke included the names of these
leaders in his story? (It demonstrates that the
ministry of John the Baptist was a historical fact.)
• Where was John when the Word of the Lord came to
him? (in the desert)
• How would having the “Word of God” come to him
explain John’s forceful speech? (John was not
speaking for himself but as the word of God came to
him.)
4. Read Luke 3:3. Invite a member to state the message
John preached. (Verse 3b—people should be baptized
because they are sorry for their sins and have turned
away from their sinful lifestyle, and they will be
forgiven.)
Expand on the meaning of repentance. Explain
that true repentance is an internal, private change of
heart that results in an outward change in behavior.
Baptism is an outward demonstration that both inner and
outer changes have taken place.
5. Enlist two readers, one to read Isaiah’s sermon (Luke
4b-6) and another to read John’s sermon (Luke 3:7-9).
Explain that Isaiah, an Old Testament prophet, had said
that someone would come to prepare the way for the
coming Messiah. He described the preparation in terms
that people of that day understood—preparing roads and
cleaning up a town for the arrival of a king. In modern
times it would be similar to citizens sprucing up their
city before the arrival of a visiting dignitary.
6. Ask: Rather than roads and cities, what were the
people who heard John’s message to clean up? (their
hearts)
7. Invite the class to describe the tone of John’s message
(warning, judgment) and the imagery he used (God’s ax
at the root of the trees, ready to cut down any that would
not produce good fruit).
As a class, discuss possible excuses we give
today for not turning from our sin.
Ask: Do we need to be reminded again of God’s
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wrath if we do not repent? Spend a moment in prayer for
ourselves and our country, asking the Holy Spirit to work
in hearts of believers to bring us to repentance of our
sins.
8. Read Luke 3:10-14 while members listen for the
response of the crowd. List on the marker board the three
groups who asked John questions. (people in the crowd,
tax-gatherers, soldiers)
Ask: From the questions of the different groups,
would you say John’s message was effective? (Yes, it had
pricked their hearts.)
Ask: Do you think their question, “What should
we do?” reveals a genuine repentance?

Encourage Application
9. If there are unbelievers in your class, guide them in
understanding that the first repentance they need is to
change their minds about who Jesus is and to receive the
spiritual birth He wants to give them. Read through the
“Steps in Repentance” from the Study Guide and offer to
meet with them privately to discuss further.
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If you would like to make this activity more
hands-on, make copies of the following handout and
allow a few moments for the class to list the evidence of
Christ at work in their lives.
If time allows, let members share what they
listed in the magnifying glasses. These are areas in
which God has been at work changing hearts, changing
attitudes, changing outcomes. Rejoice together as a class
in these victories.

Searching for Clues
of Christ at Work in Me
What evidence is there in your life that Jesus Christ is at
work? List a few key words in each magnifying glass to
describe a situation or relationship where Christ’s influence
has changed or improved it.

10. Invite believers to examine their heart and life by
asking themselves: Do I do things I know are wrong?
What keeps me from repenting?
Close in prayer that each person would produce
visible evidence of repentance that results from a genuine
relationship with God.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
♦ Write this expression on the marker board: Got an ear
full.
Discuss the meaning of this American expression
(to hear stern words that aren’t easily received).
Explain that Matthew and Mark tell us that John
wore clothes made of camel’s hair and a leather belt
around his waist, lived in the desert, and ate locusts and
wild honey.
Ask: Why would John’s appearance and lifestyle
cause people to come out to hear John preach?
(curiosity, intrigue)
State that in today’s lesson we will see that when
the crowds gathered to hear John preach, they “got an
ear full.”

Encourage Application
♦ Call for a moment of reflection: What evidence is there

in my life that Jesus Christ is at work in me? Is sin
keeping me from experiencing His power in my life?

Now ask yourself: Is sin keeping me
from experiencing His power in any
area of my life?

♦ Lead the class in a prayer of surrender to allow the
Holy Spirit to clean up our heart.
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 6: Who’s the Greatest?

Lesson Focus
John’s message and Jesus’ baptism show how Jesus
fulfilled God’s magnificent purpose and call us to
commitment to Jesus’ Lordship.

Focal Text
Luke 3:15-23a

Memory Verse
“Commit your way to the LORD, Trust also in Him,
and He will do it.” (Psalm 37:5, NASB)

________________
Prior Preparation
♦ Supplemental Teaching Ideas/Connect with Life:
Prepare the two mock publicity flyers by creating your
own or using the samples provided. Enlarge as needed
for display.

Connect with Life
1. Remind the class that in the last lesson we saw the
fulfillment of an Old Testament prophecy as the Word of
God came to John the Baptist in the desert. John was to
prepare the way for the coming of the Messiah.
Lead the class to recall John’s message to the
crowds of people who came out to hear him preach. (He
urged people to repent of their sins and to show their
repentance by changing their behavior and being
baptized.)
2. Invite members to share times when they went to hear
a charismatic or influential speaker. (Responses may
include speakers, politicians, or preachers like Billy
Graham.)
Talk about what makes a speaker’s message
effective. (Possible response: When the hearers take the
speaker’s message to heart)
3. Write the Lesson Focus on the board.
State that in today’s lesson we will see that
John’s message and Jesus’ baptism fulfilled God’s
purpose. These two factors call us to commit to making
Jesus the Lord of our life. Call attention to the Lesson
Focus, allowing the class to read it aloud together.

Guide the Study
4. Read John 3:15-18. State that these verses give more
of John’s sermon. Use these questions for discussion:
• How did John respond to the wonderings of his
listeners that he might be the Christ? (There is One
coming who is greater than I.)
• How did he compare himself to the One coming? (like
an unworthy slave before a master)
• What imagery does John use to describe the baptism
Jesus will bring? (Holy Spirit and fire)
5. Refer to the Study Guide, page 30, second and third
paragraphs. (This section begins on page 29 under the
subhead, “One Who is Greater Than I.”)
Invite a member to read aloud these paragraphs
offering an explanation about the baptism of the Holy
Spirit. Emphasize that believers are baptized with the
Holy Spirit when they receive the Lord as their personal
Savior. Refer the class to Acts 2 for further study.
6. Again referencing page 30, ask another person to read
the fourth and fifth paragraphs—the explanation of the
wheat harvest. Having the Holy Spirit in our lives is a
continual cleaning process. He works in our lives to
separate attitudes and actions unworthy of a child of
God. He continually calls us to repentance and change.
7. Invite the class to read Luke 3: 19-20 silently to find
how John’s sharp words got him in trouble with the
rulers. Ask the class if they think John would have
confronted Herod about his sin, if he had known the
consequences of his rebuke. Talk about John’s courage.
Refer to the introductory story about the three
Nigerian pastors in the Study Guide, page 29, and invite
a member to read it to the class. Then discuss the
question: What gives believers this kind of courage?
(commitment to Christ, the Holy Spirit)
8. Continue to read Luke 3:21-23a, the narrative about
Jesus’ baptism. Invite the class to imagine that they were
in the crowd standing by the river that day.
Ask: How would you have responded to what
you saw and heard? What aspect would have affected
you most—the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove? the
voice from heaven? the affirmation of the Father about
the Son?
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9. Lead the class to imagine John’s reaction to what
happened at Jesus’ baptism. (John was assured that Jesus
was the Christ. John felt joy that he had a part in
proclaiming the fulfillment of God’s promise.)
Note that we can also imagine that Jesus felt joy
in hearing His Heavenly Father say that He was the Son
loved by God and that God was very pleased with Him.

Encourage Application
10. Invite members to share about their baptismal
experience. Ask them to tell what their baptism meant to
them at the time. Ask them to tell how they have grown
in their relationship with God since that time.
Be sure to include in the discussion that
repentance and turning to God, not baptism, results in the
forgiveness of sins. Baptism follows repentance. For
members who have yet to be baptized, offer to meet with
them at a later time to discuss more fully what baptism
would mean for them.
11. Ask members to make a comparison between their
baptism and Jesus’ baptism. To encourage the
comparison, make two columns on the board and fill in
the columns with information from the class. Prompt
them with some of the details listed here, if necessary.
Jesus’ Baptism
• Jesus’ baptism was
public.
• God affirmed Jesus in His
baptism.
• It was a public statement of
the beginning of His public
ministry.
• Jesus requested to be
baptized.

Our Baptism
Experiences
• Believers’ baptism is a
public statement, too. It is a
statement that we have
repented of our sins and
committed ourselves to
Christ as Lord of life. It is the
beginning of a new life lived
in the power of the Holy
Spirit.

12. Close in prayer that we would commit to the Lord’s
leadership in all of life.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
♦ Before class, create two publicity flyers announcing the
sermon titles for two well-known preachers. (Or enlarge
the samples provided.) One preacher’s sermon title is
“Get Ready for Judgment Day,” and the other’s title is
“Amazing Grace.” Ask the class to tell which of the two
sermons they would be most drawn to hear and why.
♦ State that John the Baptist, as forerunner of Christ, had
the responsibility of calling people to repent and
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proclaiming judgment on those who refused. The role of
proclaimer is not an easy role to fill. Today’s lesson
shows us that what John proclaimed brought good news
to people who had waited a long time for the promised
Messiah. But John’s message also led him to prison.

Encourage Application
♦ Remind the class that believers around the world face
threats and even death because they follow Christ.
Ask: What difficult situations do you face
because you follow Christ? (Be sensitive at this point if
some members have actually been threatened or
disowned because of their faith in Christ. Allow them to
share voluntarily. Some members may face
misunderstanding by family or co-workers because of
their commitment to Christ.)
State that commitment, even when it is hard, is
what we are called to do.
♦ Lead the class to answer questions #1 and #4 in Things
to Think About. Suggest that during the following week
members may reflect on #5, “Is there anything God has
asked of you that you have been unwilling to do?”
♦ Close with prayer, asking God to help us commit to
doing whatever He asks us to do.

Get Ready for

JUDGMENT
DAY
Hear this powerful sermon by
the famous evangelist,
Willy B. Saved

It may be your

LAST CHANCE!
Sunday morning
10:30 a.m.
Central Church

A message to
touch your heart
and heal your soul

Amazing

Grace
Come hear this sermon by
world-renowned preacher,
B.A. Follower

Sunday morning, 10:30 a.m.
Central Church
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 7: When Temptation Comes

Lesson Focus
Jesus’ resistance to the temptations shows His
faithfulness to God in every way and provides a model
for our own faithfulness.

Focal Text
Luke 4:1-13

Memory Verse
“You have never been tempted to sin in any different
way than other people. God is faithful. He will not
allow you to be tempted more than you can take. But
when you are tempted, He will make a way for you to
keep from falling into sin.” (1 Corinthians 10:13)

________________
Prior Preparation
♦ Supplemental Teaching Ideas/Encourage Application:
Photocopy the handout of 1 Peter 5:8-9 for the class.

Connect with Life
1. To focus attention on today’s lesson topic, write in
large letters the word Temptation on the marker board.
State that temptation is not sin, but it is very serious. We
often hear people say they “battle” temptation.
Draw two columns on the board with the
heading NO Temptation above one and BATTLE
Temptation above the other. Invite members to consider
areas of their life where they are never tempted and areas
where they battle temptation. Jot responses in each
column. Each person’s areas of temptation will be
personal, but probably some areas will be same.
2. Mention that last week’s lesson ended with Jesus’
baptism and the beginning of His public ministry. After
receiving affirmation that God was pleased with Him,
Jesus was then led by the Holy Spirit to a desert where
the devil began to tempt Him. Our lesson today covers
the story of the devil’s three attempts to get Jesus to give
in to temptation. Jesus gives us a model to follow in the
daily challenges we face to give in to temptation.

Guide the Study
3. Read Luke 4:1-4 to learn about the first temptation.

State that most of us can identify with Jesus in this
temptation. (Perhaps overeating was one of the areas of
temptation members listed in the first activity.) Talk
about what Jesus’ physical condition may have been like
after 40 days of having nothing to eat. Comment that
although Jesus experienced physical hunger after 40
days, the real temptation was to depend on Himself
rather than on God to meet His physical need for food.
4. Refer to the idiom, “take matters into your own
hands” from the Study Guide Word List and discuss
how we are often tempted to take matters into our own
hands when we have a need, rather than depend on God.
Solicit testimonials from members.
5. Lead the class to talk about Jesus’ spiritual condition
while He was in the desert. Consider what it may have
been like for Jesus to spend 40 days in solitude,
preparing to face what lay ahead of Him as He fulfilled
God’s purpose for His life.
Ask: How did Jesus respond to the devil’s
temptation? (He quoted Scripture.)
Emphasize that being filled with the Holy Spirit
(as every believer is) and knowing Scripture are two
resources every believer has for resisting temptation.
6. Read Luke 4:5-8 to learn about the second temptation.
Invite someone to state the temptation using his/her own
words. Use the following questions to guide discussion:
• Does the devil really have all the power and greatness
in the world? (Refer to John 8:44b where Jesus said
Satan is a “liar and the Father of lies.”)
• Why did the devil desire Jesus to worship him? (to
break the relationship Jesus had with God)
• What is the devil’s goal in tempting us? (to break our
relationship with our Heavenly Father; When we
give in to sin, we break our relationship with God.)
• What example does Jesus give us in resisting
temptation? (He recognized Satan’s intent and
quoted Scripture as a source of power.)
7. Read Luke 4:9-13 for understanding of the third
temptation.
Ask: If Jesus had done what the devil suggested,
what would He have been doing? (Testing God—
demanding God to “prove Himself”)
Lead the class to discuss ways we too sometimes
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demand that God prove His power or protection. (If
needed, use this example: A teenager hangs out with the
wrong crowd and expects God to protect him/her from
the influence of the crowds’ wrong attitudes and
behavior.)
8. Note that the devil also knows how to use Scripture
(verse 9b). Lead the class to suggest ways we can combat
Satan in his use of Scripture.
List the ways on the marker board. (Know the
Scripture ourselves, read the Scripture in context, pray
and ask for the Holy Spirit’s guidance. If there is doubt
about a particular Scripture, seek the understanding of a
mature Christian.)
9. Refer the class to “Only Trust God” in the Study
Guide, p. 35. Invite someone to read aloud the first five
sentences of the next-to-the-last paragraph while the
class listens for what we should do to follow Jesus’
example in resisting temptation.
Jesus’ example shows us how to resist
temptation. Depend only on God. Refuse
anything that would break our relationship with
God. Know God by knowing His Word. Wait in
faith on God’s victory.
Ask members to tell the action verbs in each
sentence. Write them on the board: Depend, Refuse,
Know, Wait. Request the class to look at the board and
make a complete sentence using each word. (Example:
Depend on God’s strength.)
10. Lead the class to read in unison the final paragraph in
this lesson.
Jesus knew that one day He would win the battle
over Satan forever. He would have all power,
and Satan would lose. We can know that one day
we will see the final victory over Satan, too. One
day we will stand beside our Savior in victory.

Encourage Application
11. Say: In resisting the first temptation, Jesus quoted
Deuteronomy 8:3, “Man is not to live by bread alone.”
Ask the class to share what this statement means
to them and how they live it out in their daily life. (Be
prepared to share your personal testimony of the place
the Holy Scripture has in feeding your soul and guiding
your life.)
12. Refer to today’s Memory Verse and remind the class
that God is faithful to make a way for us to keep from
falling into sin. Read the Memory Verse together.
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Suggest that members memorize this verse and quote it
when they are being tempted by the devil.
13. Close in prayer that we might grow in faithfulness to
God to resist temptation and follow God’s purpose for
our lives.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
♦ Ahead of class, enlist a member or someone you know
who has recently gone on a spiritual retreat to share their
experience with the class. Request that the person tell
what he/she experienced after returning to the routine of
daily life. Did they face greater temptation?
After the class hears the testimony, point out that
temptation is a reality in this life because Satan is real
and is an enemy of God. The devil can sneak in his
temptations when we least expect them. Stress that when
we have had a “mountaintop” spiritual experience, we
should watch out because the devil’s aim is to pull us
down to the valley immediately afterwards.
State that in today’s lesson we will study how
Jesus overcame temptation, which is a model for how we
too can resist temptation.

Encourage Application
♦ Before class, prepare a handout of this Scripture:
1 Peter 5:8-9. (Alternately, invite one person to read the
verses aloud to the class.) Read the verses together and
suggest that members be especially watchful during the
following week.

1 Peter 5:8-9
“Keep awake!
Watch at all times.
The devil is working against you.
He is walking around
like a hungry lion with his mouth open.
He is looking for someone to eat.”
♦ Close in a prayer of gratitude for the example of Jesus
in overcoming temptation and for the victory we too can
have as we follow His example.
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 8: Fulfilled Today?

Lesson Focus
God’s mission of justice as well as redemption has
been fulfilled in Jesus, and we are to follow Him and
His example.

Focal Text
Luke 4:14-21

Memory Verse
“The Spirit of the Lord is on Me. He has put His hand
on Me to preach the Good News to poor people. He has
sent Me to heal those with a sad heart. He has sent Me
to tell those who are being held that they can go free.
He has sent Me to make the blind to see and to free
those who are held because of trouble.” (Luke 4:18)

_______________
Prior Preparation
♦ Connect with Life #1: Prepare paper strips as
described. Gather supplies: poster board or newspaper,
tape, marker.

Connect with Life
1. Ahead of class, prepare strips of paper on which you
write one of the following words, one word on each
strip: poor, sick, oppressed, overlooked, disregarded,
women, children, strangers.
Bring to class a piece of poster board or sheet of
newspaper and some adhesive tape. Hand members one
strip (or more if your class is small) and instruct them to
tape their strips onto the poster board, making a collage.
Using a marker pen, write the words “Jesus’ Special
Concern” at the top of the collage.
2. Post the title of the new unit of study, “Jesus’ Ministry
in Galilee” at the front of your classroom. Explain that
the next five lessons cover the beginning of Jesus’ public
ministry. We will study how Luke, writing about the life
and work of Jesus, emphasizes the role of the Holy Spirit
and shows us the compassion Jesus had for all people.

Guide the Study
3. Enlist someone to read Luke 4:14-15. Lead the class
to imagine and describe the air of excitement the

hometown people must have felt when Jesus, “their
native son,” returned home. Point out that before Jesus
visited the synagogue at Nazareth, He had already been
teaching in places of worship throughout the country as
well as healing people who were sick. By this time He
was well-known and honored by many people.
4. Ask: What was Jesus’ source of power as He went
back to Galilee? (Holy Spirit) Comment that Luke often
points to the Holy Spirit as the source of direction and
power in Jesus. Invite the class to recall other accounts
of the presence of the Spirit in Jesus’ life. (Jesus’ birth,
baptism, and temptation experience)
5. Ask: Considering Jesus’ growing reputation, what
expectations do you think the people had about what
Jesus would say and do? (Possible response: He would
bring a fresh understanding of the law and the longawaited Messiah. He would do some miracles.)
6. Invite someone to read aloud Luke 4:16-17 while the
class listens for what Jesus did when He came to
Nazareth. State that Luke chose to tell the event of Jesus
at the synagogue in His hometown as an introduction to
the public ministry of Jesus. Guide the discussion:
• What hint do you get from these verses that it may have
been a while since Jesus was in His hometown?
(Possible responses: Perhaps the statements “where
He had grown up” and “as He had done before.”
Certainly Jesus was in this synagogue during His
younger years.)
• What indication do you get that Jesus was an
experienced person in finding the text? (He was
handed the book and He “found the place.”
• Why did Jesus stand up to read? (In honor of God’s
words.) Ask: In what other situations do people
stand up to give honor? (Before the passing of our
country’s flag, the singing of the national anthem,
and before people of honor.)
7. Invite the class to read in unison Luke 4:18-19, the
words which Jesus read from the book of Isaiah. Explain
that the words “The Spirit of the Lord is on Me” are
words often used by prophets to express the conviction
that God had called them for a special message for a
special mission. They believed that God was at work in a
special way through them.
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8. Ask members to review the verses and call out the
kinds of people to whom the prophet delivered “good
news.” Write the names on the marker board. Title the
list “Hopeless and Helpless People.” (The list should
include: poor, sad, captives, blind, troubled.) Lead the
class to consider who these people might be in our world
today. Reponses might include the following:
—Poor: People deprived of basic economic necessities
—Sad: People who have no hope
—Captives: People under political oppression and loss of
personal freedom
—Blind: People with physical impairment of blindness
as well as mental anguish
—Troubled: People abused by others who feel God has
forgotten them
9. Explain that according to tradition when someone read
the Scripture in the synagogue he would stand to read
and then sit down to comment on what he had read.
Invite the class to read Luke 4:20-21 to find out
what happened when Jesus closed the book and sat
down.
Ask: How does Luke describe the people as they
waited to hear what Jesus would say? (They kept their
eyes on Him.)
What does this indicate? (They anticipated Jesus
would give them fresh insight into the Scripture
regarding the fulfillment of God’s promised Messiah.)
10. Ask: What was the stunning proclamation Jesus
made to the people? (“The Holy Writings you have just
heard have been completed today.”)
How contrary was this explanation from what
the people expected? Remind the class that up to this
time the Jewish people thought the Messiah would come
with military might and materialistic blessing. Point out
Jesus was openly announcing that He was the promised
Messiah. He was identifying Himself with the prophet of
old who had proclaimed to the people held in captivity
that a new day of redemption and rebuilding was at hand.
Jesus was proclaiming His mission to be one of love and
justice for all people.
11. Ask: Have you ever wondered why Jesus chose His
hometown and the reading of this particular Scripture as
the setting to announce that He was the Messiah, the
fulfillment of God’s promise? Invite members to share
their thoughts. (Possibilities: Jesus was among people He
grew up with and He earnestly desired that they
understand who He was; His growing popularity made it
time to declare who He was; His custom was to go to the
synagogue and He knew the Scripture for the day [the
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words of the prophet, Isaiah] referred to Him.)

Encourage Application
12. Point out that Jesus focused attention on making a
redemptive difference in the lives of hurting people. He
intends that this be a defining characteristic of His
followers.
Ask the class to reflect on these questions:
• If Jesus came to our town, where would He find the
people who need His mercy and love?
• Where does God want us to go to find the people who
need His mercy and love?
• What do we need to do to be led with the Holy Spirit so
that we embody the presence of Christ for people in
need?
13. Call attention to the collage of people of special
concern to Jesus. Ask members to read the names on the
collage again. Close in prayer that we would have an
expanded view of our mission that reaches all people
and every need that people have.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life

• If you or another member of the class have visited a
Jewish synagogue, allow time for a short report of
synagogue worship. Or if no one has had this
experience, present this summary of synagogue worship
in the New Testament time.
Synagogue worship included the recitation of
Scripture and the offering of prescribed prayers.
Scriptures were read and followed with
instruction in their meaning. A fixed cycle of
reading from the Torah, the first five books of
the Old Testament was followed. Visiting
teachers were allowed to participate in leading
worship.
• State that when Jesus got ready to begin His public
ministry, He chose to proclaim who He was at the
synagogue. In today’s Scripture passage we will see to
whom Jesus said He was sent.

Encourage Application

• Lead the class in reading the Memory Verse together.
Afterwards, call for members to recite the special people
of concern to Jesus.
• Close in prayer that we would follow God’s ways in
practical acts of love and justice toward people in need.
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 9: Jesus’ Radical Message

Lesson Focus
Jesus’ ministry as Messiah is to all people, not just
people like us.

Focal Text
Luke 4:22-30

Memory Verse
“Do for other people what you would like to have them
do for you.” (Luke 6:31)

_______________
Prior Preparation
♦ Connect with Life #1: Make six copies of the readers’
text for distribution to volunteer readers.

Connect with Life
1. Ahead of class, prepare this reading of the following
paraphrase of Matthew 25:35-36. To begin class,
introduce the reading and invite several members to read
the six speakers’ parts.

Reader 1: Listen, Christian, I was hungry,
and you discussed my hunger in your Bible
study.
Reader 2: I was lonely, and you left me
alone to pray for me.
Reader 3: I was in prison, and you prayed
for my release, but you did not visit me.
Reader 4: I was naked, and you debated
who should pay for my care.
Reader 5: I was homeless, and you
preached to me of the love of God.
Reader 6: Listen, Christian, you seem so
close to God, but I am still hungry, lonely,
and cold.

2. Ask: Do you think God excludes any of the people in
these groups from His concern and love? (Receive
responses.) State that today’s lesson will show us that
Jesus’ ministry was to all people, not just people like us.
3. Remind the class that in last week’s lesson we studied
the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry.
Ask: In what city did Jesus begin? (Nazareth,
His hometown)
What was the setting? (The synagogue, on the
day of worship. Jesus was invited to read from the
assigned text, after which He stated He was fulfilling the
very Scripture He was reading.) State that in today’s
lesson we read about the response Jesus received.

Guide the Study
4. Read Luke 4:22. Ask members to give possible
reasons why the people spoke well of Jesus and agreed
with His words. (Receive responses. Most likely the
people recognized Jesus’ understanding of Scripture was
far beyond their own. He spoke with authority in ways
that challenged their minds and hearts.)
5. Ask: Is the question, “Ís not this the son of Joseph?”
an expression of hometown pride, or was it an
expression of doubt that someone they had seen grow up
could claim to be the fulfillment of God’s promise?
(Invite the class to respond.)
6. Enlist someone to read Luke 4:23-24 aloud while the
class listens for Jesus’ response to the question. Point out
that Jesus understood His audience better than they
understood Him. He sensed that the hometown crowd
had false expectations of what He would do there.
Ask members to recall times when they returned
to their hometown, perhaps after graduating from college
or after completing a job in another location, to find that
their homecoming was not what they expected. Discuss
what happened and why. (When you return, you are not
the same person who left, nor are your parents/friends
the same people you left. People are constantly
changing.)
Point out that Jesus faced the challenge of
returning to teach those who had taught Him in the past.
7. Lead the class to read Luke 4:25-27 to see how Jesus
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used stories from Hebrew history to explain His mission.
Explain that the people of Jesus’ day continued to look
for a Messiah who would reverse their misfortunes and
put Israel in a place of privilege.
Ask: What point was Jesus trying to make by
recounting incidents in the lives of Elijah and Elisha?
(The kingdom of God is universal and for all people.
These men had extended help and healing to people
outside Israel—but the people of Jesus’ day had
forgotten this part of their history.)
8. Invite members to read Luke 4:28-29 silently. Ask
members to share ideas about what contributed to the
people’s anger. (Jesus had not done mighty acts there as
He had in other places; they had expectations of
receiving special privilege; Jesus said His mission was
one of inclusive love, serving all people; they felt Jesus’
mission brought judgment on them for being prejudiced
toward others.)
9. Read Luke 4:30. Ask members to compare the
reaction of the temple worshipers to Jesus’ action. Invite
responses. To make this a more visual activity, draw
columns on the board, as shown below. Prompt with
these suggested answers, adding other responses as
appropriate.
Worshipers
• extreme reaction
• became an angry mob
intent on killing Jesus
•
•

Jesus
• in control of Himself
• remained calm in the
face of danger
•
•

Ask: How do you account for Jesus’ calmness?
(Jesus was filled with the Holy Spirit. He knew His time
had not yet come to suffer the ultimate consequences of a
life of love in a world of hate.)
.

Encourage Application
10. Comment: Throughout biblical history the people
had misunderstand the meaning of being God’s chosen
people.
Ask: In the church today do we listen to the
Scripture’s promise of blessing more than we hear its
challenge to practice love and redemptive service to
others?
Refer the class to Things to Think About in the
Study Guide. Allow time for members to respond to each
question.
11. Invite the class to say the Memory Verse together.

Page 23

Then close in prayer that we might see people as God
sees them and be willing to be instruments of love to
those in need.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
♦ Tell this story: An Indian church in a metropolitan city
sought to understand what needs there were in the
Indian community that surrounded their church. A
survey was done, and it was discovered that due to the
economic downturn, many Indians had lost their jobs.
The church decided to offer training classes in résumé
writing and ways to network with possible job providers.
As a result of this service, many people began to find
jobs. For those who did find jobs, they recognized that
the Christians had served them out of love and concern.
This love opened the door to witness to the community
about God’s love and salvation.
♦ State that Jesus’ ministry included preaching the good
news about salvation, healing people of many kinds of
physical impairment, and freeing people from many
kinds of bondage. Today’s Bible lesson points us once
again to understand the true meaning of being followers
of Jesus. We are to engage in the same ministry as Jesus,
showing love and concern for the whole person and
bringing hope for the whole world.

Encourage Application
♦ Ask the class to reflect on these questions:
• Do I have a smaller world of concern than God has?
• Do I find it easy to exclude others whom God loves?
• Am I willing to move beyond my prejudice to show love
in practical ways?
♦ Ask: Do you think Jesus might have included His
concern for people who need jobs if He were speaking in
our church today? (Receive responses.)
♦ Close with a prayer that God will help us overcome
our prejudices and preoccupation with our own concerns
so that we can serve others as Jesus did.
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 10: Called to Gather People for the Kingdom

Lesson Focus
In response to God’s grace, we are to join Jesus on His
mission and gather people for God’s kingdom.

Focal Text
Luke 5:1-11

Memory Verse
“They left everything and followed Jesus.” (Luke
5:11b)

_______________
Prior Preparation
♦ Guide the Study #3: Photocopy the small handouts for
group discussion or write the questions on the board.
♦ Supplemental Teaching Ideas/Connect with Life:
Enlarge the map on page 25 for display and reference.

Connect with Life
1. Ask the class who likes to fish. Do
they use rod and reel to catch the fish?
Has anyone ever fished for salmon or
gone deep-sea fishing? Allow a few
minutes for members to share their
fishing experiences.
2. Explain that today’s lesson is about
Jesus’ early public teaching and
preaching, and it involves a good fish
story. The study shows how Jesus began
to involve others in His ministry. He
began to call out disciples and train them
to become involved in His mission.

Guide the Study
3. Photocopy the handout (at right) for
all class members. Or write these
questions on the marker board.
4. Lead members in finding Luke 5:1-11
and invite them to listen while someone
reads the passage aloud. Divide the
group into pairs and instruct them to
work together to answer the questions.

Allow time for group study, then ask for responses from
each group.
5. Proceed with the study:
Explain the other name for the Lake of
Gennesaret. Sea of Galilee was the more familiar name;
Gennesaret was a Gentile territory adjacent to the lake.
Discuss how Jesus was in the boat, away from
shore, offering a good setting for Him to teach. It put
some distance between Him and the crowd and enabled
more people to see and hear Him.
Discuss how Simon’s obedience to follow Jesus’
command—even though they had fished all night and
caught nothing, and had already cleaned their nets—
speaks to us as Christians. Simon obeyed although he
expressed serious reluctance. Obedience is not
demonstrated when we are asked to do something we
want to do; rather it is tested when we are commanded to
do something contrary to what we think will work.
Discuss Jesus’ use of this fishing event as a
setting for calling His first disciples.

1. What name did Luke give the
lake?
2. Why were the people pushing to
get near Jesus?
3. From where did Jesus teach?
4. After Jesus finished teaching, what did He tell Simon to do?
5. What was Simon’s initial response?
6. What was the result of Simon’s obedience?
7. What was Simon’s reaction (his response to Jesus)?
8. What was Jesus’ final instruction?
9. What did the fishermen leave to follow Jesus?
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Ask: What made it an appropriate setting? (As
fishermen, Simon and others knew the sea well. The
miracle of the fish gave evidence they were in the
presence of a holy person. The fish were an “object
lesson” or symbol of what Jesus was calling them to
do—to gather people into God’s kingdom.)

Encourage Application
6. Invite members to ponder this question? How can a
person experience a change at the heart of life that
would forever alter his/her desires and direction?
After a moment, call for members to share their
insights. Then add these comments: In the Gospels,
people’s lives were transformed when they met Jesus. He
taught, and people listened. He commanded, and people
obeyed. He acted, and people were in awe. He promised
a different future, and people followed Him.
7. Ask: Has your life been transformed by Jesus?
State: If so, you have been given the
challenge of gathering people for the Kingdom,
of drawing others into a relationship with
Jesus that can change their lives forever.
8. Refer the class to “A Call to Follow” in the
Study Guide, page 48. Lead members to read
the second, third, and fourth paragraphs in
unison (from “Gathering people into God’s
Kingdom…” through the end of the section).
Invite the class to consider ways they
might respond to Jesus’ call to gather people
for God’s Kingdom in the context of their
everyday lives. Suggest they ask themselves:
• Do I need to reorder the priorities in my life?
• What do I need to leave behind or take up to
accept the challenge God has assigned me?
9. Close with a prayer that God will help us
gather people for God’s Kingdom.

Supplemental Teaching
Ideas/Connect with Life
♦ Display a teaching map that shows the Sea
of Galilee (which Luke calls the lake of
Gennesaret) or show a photocopy of a map
from the section found at the back of some
Bibles.
Comment that fishing was a thriving
industry along the shores of the lake.
Fishermen used a variety of nets and usually
fished at night when fish rose from the depths,
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making it easier to catch them. After preparing the
night’s catch for the market, the fishermen would dry
and repair their nets for another night’s fishing.
State that the story in our Bible lesson today
involves fishing, fishermen, and what some would call a
“tall fish tale.” We will see that Jesus used a fishing
experience to call His first disciples to follow Him.

Encourage Application
♦ Point out that Simon and the others left everything—
even their jobs as fishermen—to follow Jesus. Invite
responses to this question:
• What would “leaving everything” look like to you?
♦ Close with a prayer that we might be willing to leave
everything to follow Jesus.
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 11: Jesus’ Life-Altering Instructions

Lesson Focus
In response to God’s grace, we are to join Jesus on His
mission and gather people for God’s kingdom.

Focal Text
Luke 6:17-46

Memory Verse
“The follower is not more important than his teacher.
But everyone who learns well will be like his
teacher…. And why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ but
do not do what I say?” (Luke 6:40,46)

_______________
Prior Preparation
♦ Connect with Life #1: Determine if you want to make
a poster featuring the Lesson Focus.
♦ Supplemental Teaching Ideas/Encourage Application:
Determine if you want to make copies of the “My
Journey to Becoming More like Jesus” handout.

Connect with Life
1. Post the Lesson Focus at the front of the class, either
by writing it on the marker board or on a poster.
Review the expressions “life-altering
instructions” and “go against the grain.” Point out how
these terms have everyday usage. For example, we alter
clothes when they get too small or big, and we cut meat
against the grain.
Ask: From the Lesson Focus, what would you
predict today’s lesson is about?
2. State that Jesus continued to call followers for
commitments that would require them to radically
change the way they lived and would require them to
share the good news of this way of life to others.
Today’s lesson presents some straightforward challenges
of Jesus to His followers which, still today, greatly alter
lives and go against the grain of the prevailing culture.

Guide the Study
3. Lead members to read Luke 6:17-19, noting the
setting and who was present in the crowd. Call for
someone to describe the diversity of the crowd.

Ask: What was a person’s motivation to come to
Jesus? (Responses may include: To hear a fresh word
from God, for healing, to find release from troubling
spirits.)
Why did the people want to put their hands on
Jesus? (They thought the healing power could be
accessed by a touch.)
4. Divide the class into two groups. Instruct one group to
read Luke 6:20-23 (about the happy people) and the
other group to read Luke 6:24-26 (about the sad people).
After reading, ask each group to create a summary of the
statements Jesus made about happy and sad people.
5. Allow the groups to present their summaries.
Ask: How could the first group be happy?
Expand the discussion with these comments:
• They could be happy in the present because of their
relationship with God.
• They knew they would experience the fullness of
God’s blessing in the future, even if in this life, they
experienced hardship.
Discuss how Jesus’ statements go against the
grain of the values of people in that culture and in our
own.
6. Invite members to share testimonies of people they
know or know of who live a difficult life yet are happy
because they trust God and know He loves them. If time
permits, tell this true story, experienced by the writer of
the Study Guide.
As a volunteer chaplain at a local hospital, I
often visited patients in the rehab section of the hospital.
One day when I entered the room of a new patient, I
greeted him with the usual form of greeting, “How are
you today, sir?” With a broad smile, he replied, “I’m
blessed!” On closer observation, I saw that both his
hands were missing. A disease had made it necessary for
doctors to cut off his hands. Yet here this man was
rejoicing that he still had life! I quickly learned that his
source of joy and strength came from his relationship
with the Lord.
7. Referring to the statements about the sad people, ask:
What seems to be the reason people who are rich, well
fed, and socially approved by others will have their
fortunes reversed in the future? (Possible responses:
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They sought happiness in things rather than in a
relationship with God. They failed to use their wealth to
show love and care for the poor.)
8. Invite someone who reads well to read Luke 6:24-36.
After the reading, ask: When you hear these
words of Jesus, what is your initial reaction? (Allow
time for sharing.)
Refer to the posted Lesson Focus and ask: In
what ways do these instructions “go against the grain”
in real life? Point out that sometimes we think the
instructions will not work when in reality we simply
have not tried them.
9. Lead the class to read verse 31, the Golden Rule, in
unison. Openly discuss the wisdom in this principle.
Comment that the needs we are aware of in ourselves
provide a clue to how we are to respond to others.
10. Divide the class into groups of two or three people.
Give each group a piece of paper and pen and instruct
them to work together to paraphrase the instructions of
Jesus in language a child could easily understand. Allow
a few moments, then call for reports.
Invite members to respond to the various reports.
Point out that the goal of Jesus’ instructions is not to
follow all the rules precisely but to reflect the character
of Christ in our own life. To be a disciple of Jesus is to
become like Jesus.

Encourage Application
11. Invite members to state excuses we make for not
following Jesus’ life-altering instructions. Jot them on
the marker board. (Possible reasons: They go against the
grain of values in real life. They challenge our selfcenteredness. They require a surrender of control of our
lives to God. They require us to give up our personal
priorities and embedded patterns of behavior.)
12. Remind the class that maturing as a disciple involves
a process of growth. Refer to Jesus’ analogy of the fruitbearing tree and state that Jesus often compared true
discipleship to fruit bearing. Emphasize that we best
grow when we take in daily spiritual nourishment and we
are in relationship with others in the Christian family
who are also following the instructions of Jesus.
13. Lead the class in repeating today’s Memory Verse in
Luke 6:40,46. Close with a prayer of thanks to God for
His grace and forgiveness, especially when we call Jesus
Lord but do not follow His instructions. Ask God to give
us courage to apply Jesus’ teachings in our lives even
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when they go against the grain of our culture…so that
we might bear fruit of a true disciple.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
♦ Write this phrase on the marker board: A Lifelong
Journey of Discipleship.
Ask: What comes to your mind when you hear
the word “Journey”? (Responses may include
directions, a starting point, distance, time, arrival, etc.)
State that in today’s lesson we receive some
directions/instructions for a life-long journey of
discipleship. Jesus gives the instructions, and we are
called to follow, even when the instructions are contrary
to what others around us are doing.

Encourage Application
♦ Lead the class to complete the following sentences:
A lifelong journey of discipleship begins by
_____________. (a decisive step to follow Jesus)
A lifelong journey of discipleship continues by
_____________. (daily discipline in following the
instructions of Jesus)
♦ Before class prepare the following as a handout (or
copy the information on the marker board). Instruct
members to prayerfully consider what new patterns of
behavior they will establish during the coming week to
more fully carry out the life-altering instructions of
Jesus.

My Journey to Becoming More Like Jesus
I will discover a single person who lives in poverty and
help in some way.
I will perform an act of kindness for a person with whom I
have a broken relationship.
I will act in love toward someone who dislikes me.
I will forgive someone who has wronged me.

♦ Close with a prayer of thanksgiving for the instructions
Jesus gave through Scripture. Pray that members would
be Christ-like in their actions and attitudes.
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 12: The Joy of Sins Forgiven

Lesson Focus
The greatness of our love for God and other people is
related directly to our recognition of the greatness of
God’s forgiveness of our sins.

Focal Text
Luke 7:36-50

Memory Verse
“I tell you, her many sins are forgiven because she
loves much. But the one who has been forgiven little,
loves little.” (Luke 7:47)

_______________
Prior Preparation
♦ Connect with Life #1: Decide if you will summarize
the story of John Newton or if one of the class members
will present the information.
♦ Encourage Application #13: Photocopy the Amazing
Grace lyrics from page 29 for all members.

Connect with Life
1. Ask if anyone knows who wrote the song Amazing
Grace. (John Newton)
Recount the story of John Newton from the
Study Guide, page 54. Or prior to class ask a member to
be prepared to tell the story.
State that when we recognize our sin, we realize
forgiveness from God is possible because of His
amazing grace.
2. Say: Our study today is the story of a woman in the
house of Simon, a woman who was a sinner but who
experienced God’s forgiveness and His restoring
grace—a grace available to each of us when we
recognize our sin.

Guide the Study
3. Call attention to Things to Think About in the Study
Guide (page 55). Request the class to consider the
question: Why does forgiveness lead to love, joy, and
gratitude in those who are forgiven? Announce that later
in the class we will discuss the question.

4. Invite the class to read Luke 7:36-39 silently, and note
the unusual elements in the story. After allowing time
for reading, call for responses. (A religious Pharisee
invited Jesus to dinner. [Usually the Pharisees clashed
with Jesus over His understanding of the law.] An
uninvited guest had easy access to Jesus. The weeping
woman used her hair to dry Jesus’ feet. She poured
costly perfume on Jesus’ feet.)
5. Ask a member to read again Simon’s comment to
himself (verse 39).
Ask: What does his comment tell about what he
thought about himself? about the woman? (Simon
thought he understood the situation, that the woman was
a sinner, and that Jesus was no true prophet or He would
not have accepted the actions of the woman.)
6. State that Jesus used the situation as a teaching
opportunity to help Simon see his own need for
forgiveness. He used a parable to draw a contrast
between Simon and the woman who had bathed Hs feet
with her tears.
Read Luke 7:40-43 while the class listens for
Jesus’ response to Simon. Guide discussion with these
questions:
• Do you think Simon saw himself in the story? (At this
point, no. Jesus needed to explain the story to him.)
• Do you think people who are forgiven of many sins love
the most? Why?
• If you have not committed “many” sins, what helps you
to love Jesus? (All sin is bad in God’s sight and also
should be in ours. To be forgiven of any sin is to greatly
love the Lord who has provided the forgiveness.)
7. Read Luke 7:44-50 to see how Jesus confronts Simon
with his insensitivity to others and his inability to
recognize his own spiritual need.
On the marker board, write The Woman’s Acts
and Simon’s Acts as the headings for two columns,
similar to the diagram below.
Ask members to review the verses and name the
acts of each person. List the acts under each heading.
The Woman’s Acts

Simon’s Acts

•

•

•

•

•

•
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8. Point out that Simon did not extend to Jesus what was
common courtesies in that culture.
Under Things to Think About in the Study Guide
(page 55), discuss: Why would Simon invite Jesus to his
home and not show kindness to Him? (Responses may
include: He did not want to be seen as socializing with
Jesus. He was searching for a way to discredit Jesus’
reputation. He looked down on Jesus as well as the
woman as individuals beneath his respect. Simon
wanted to get Jesus on his own turf to test or trick Him.)
9. Ask: What was the basis for the woman’s forgiveness?
(her faith)
What was the basis of her love? (being forgiven
by Jesus)
10. Add this as commentary to the lesson: Through the
grace of forgiveness, new life is possible for each of us.
As with the woman in this story, when we experience the
forgiveness of God, we seek ways to respond to God in
love and gratitude. We express our gratitude to God by
finding ways to love those whom God loves. People who
are loved find ways to love. People who are forgiven
become people who forgive.

Encourage Application
11. State that the woman found courage to express her
love to Jesus even among people who condemned her.
Lead the class in a moment of reflection.
Ask: What is in our lives that would correspond
to the woman’s tears and perfume as she bathed Jesus’
feet? How can we cultivate a lifestyle that expresses
God’s love and forgiveness toward others?

Many people, on their death beds, think about the bad
things they have done in life and want to get forgiveness
from others and from God before they die. Sin makes a
barrier between God and man, but God offers
forgiveness for our sins by His grace. When people
recognize their sin and turn to God, even on their death
bed, they experience freedom. God by His grace gives
His forgiveness freely.
State that in today’s Bible lesson, the story of
the woman in the house of Simon is a witness to the
restoring grace of God each of us can experience.

Encourage Application
♦ Suggest that as a class we examine our hearts before
God by asking:
• Do I fail to recognize and acknowledge my own
sinfulness while focusing instead on the sinfulness of
others?
• Has God’s forgiveness of my sin led me to be more
willing to forgive others?
• What have I done
to show Jesus my
love for Him for
His forgiveness?
(John Newton, 1725-1807)
Close
Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound,
with a prayer that That saved a wretch like me.
we might show
I once was lost but now am found,
the reality of our
Was blind, but now I see.
faith by truly
forgiving others.
’Twas Grace that taught my heart to fear.

Amazing Grace

And Grace, my fears relieved.
How precious did that Grace appear
The hour I first believed.

12. Circle back to Guide the Study #3, and call for
responses. (Possible responses: Forgiveness restores a
sense of self-respect, enabling us to move forward
toward realizing all God intends for us to become. It also
frees us to become effective witnesses to the reality of
God’s grace to others.)
13. Distribute the Amazing Grace handout. Read the first
verse aloud. Ask for volunteers to read each verse.
Close in prayer, expressing gratitude for the
Lord’s forgiveness and asking for His guidance in
extending His love and forgiveness to others.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
♦ Call attention to today’s lesson title, “The Joy of Sins
Forgiven.” State that forgiveness also leads to freedom.

Page 29

Through many dangers, toils and snares
I have already come;
’Tis Grace that brought me safe thus far
and Grace will lead me home.
The Lord has promised good to me.
His word my hope secures.
He will my shield and portion be,
As long as life endures.

Handout for
Encourage
Application #13:
Photocopy for all
members.

Yea, when this flesh and heart shall fail,
And mortal life shall cease,
I shall possess within the veil,
A life of joy and peace.
When we’ve been here ten thousand years
Bright shining as the sun.
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
Than when we’ve first begun.
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 13: A Narrow Door, a Limited Time

Lesson Focus
God’s gracious offer of salvation requires a specific
response and is available only for a limited time.

Focal Text
Luke 13:22-35

Memory Verse
“Go in through the narrow door. The door is wide and
the road is easy that leads to hell. Many people are
going through that door. But the door is narrow and the
road is hard that leads to life that lasts forever. Few
people are finding it.” (Matthew 7:13-14 )

_______________
Prior Preparation
♦ Connect with Life #1: Make signs to place on the
classroom door, according to the directions given below.
♦ Connect with Life #3: Prior to class, enlist a member
to come late, after the door has been closed, and to
knock repeatedly.

Connect with Life
1. Place signs on the door to your class that read, “Please
come in,” “Everyone Welcome!”, “You’re Invited, so
Come On In,” “Come Join in the Fun!” Invite members
into the classroom, and after everyone is settled, close
the door.
2. Take time at this point to introduce the new unit of
study, “Journeying to Jerusalem.” Ask if anyone knows
what the journey to Jerusalem would include for Jesus.
(the cross)
Point out that all along the way, Jesus continued
to teach and to respond to questions addressed to Him. A
weighty question posed to Jesus begins today’s lesson,
“Lord, will only a few people be saved from the
punishment of sin?” Jesus’ answer pointed both to the
narrow door of opportunity and the limited time for
responses.
3. As members turn to Luke 13 for today’s Scripture
lesson, have a previously enlisted member arrive and
knock on the closed classroom door. Respond to the

repeated knocks with comments spoken through the
closed door, such as, “Sorry, you’re too late,” “You’re
not welcome,” “Only members who arrive on time get
in.”
4. Invite the class member outside to join the group
inside. Point out that today’s lesson covers Jesus’
teaching that God’s gracious offer of salvation must be
received. To receive it, we must walk through a narrow
door which is only open for a limited time.

Guide the Study
5. Invite the class to read Luke 13:23-25 silently.
Referring to verse 24, ask: Who was Jesus talking to?
(To every person who will accept God’s grace. The door
to eternal life is open to every person but none will enter
who seek to enter through human effort.)
Lead the class to read in unison today’s Memory
Verse, Matthew 7:13-14.
6. Call on a member to read aloud Luke13:25. Point out
that this verse clearly describes that when the owner of
the house shuts the door, the freedom to enter is lost.
Engage members in discussing offers from daily
life that have a time limit, such as coupons, rebates,
discounted prices, etc.
Ask: In light of Jesus’ clear teaching that the
offer of salvation is available for only a limited time,
how should we respond? Allow time for response.
7. Ask the class to read again Luke 13:25 and continue
reading through verse 30. Discuss the verses, using these
questions as a guide:
• In the story, who is the owner of the house? (God is the
owner and the house is heaven.)
• Why does the house owner not “know” the people?
(They did not have a saving relationship with the
owner—a relationship that comes by faith and not by
human effort.).
• How will the people on the outside of the door
respond? Why? (They will cry and be in deep
torment. They will realize that the early patriarchs
and prophets had been accepted into the kingdom
but they had not.)
• Who will be at the table in the holy nation of God?
(People of faith from all nations of the world)
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8. Refer members to Study Guide, page 60, “A Limited
Time,” and invite someone to read aloud the last two
paragraphs.
Do you stay busy so you don’t have to think
about what happens when you die? Do you
spend time developing your relationship with
God?
If God doesn’t know you when He closes the
door, you can’t sit at His table. Once the door
closes, it’s too late to develop that relationship
with Him. You will be left outside for all time.
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Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life

♦ Comment that the lesson passage for today describes a
very important door. Ask several members to describe
the front door of their home. Then discuss the following
questions:
• How important is the door to your home?
• Have you ever been locked out of your home? How did
you feel?
• What is the purpose of an open door?
• What is the purpose of a closed door?
After the reading, comment that we should pay
Point out that an open door is inviting and offers
attention to the urgency of God’s offer of salvation.
freedom of entrance. A closed door limits access and
freedom of entrance.
9. Read Luke 13:31-35. Divide the class into four groups.
Invite members to turn to Luke 13 to hear more
Assign each group one of the following words: fox, must, about the most important door people will ever walk
Jerusalem, gather.
through.
Instruct the groups to use the verses and
information in the Study Guide, page 61, “A Price to Be
Encourage Application
Paid,” to find explanations of these words. After
♦ Lead the class to discuss why some people won’t walk
allowing time for study, call for reports. Then invite
through the door of salvation. List the responses on the
members to follow along in the Study Guide while you
marker board. The list may include the following:
read aloud the final paragraph.
• They think God won’t let anyone perish.
God calls us to come under His wings of
• They think they are good enough to get there on their
protection. We cannot find eternal life anywhere
own.
but in relationship with God. Have you accepted
• They think there is time in the future to consider
His offer? Are you enjoying a close relationship
spiritual matters.
with Him? If not, what are you waiting for? Are
• They think they know God because they know about
you thankful for the great price Jesus paid to
Him (but don’t truly know Him).
save you? Have you accepted your responsibility
and shown others the way to salvation?
♦ Lead the class to read the Memory Verse (Matthew
Encourage members to seriously consider the
7:13-14) aloud together, and then consider silently their
requirements for entering God’s kingdom and the urgent relationship to Christ as you ask these questions:
need for all people to accept God’s offer.
• Have you walked through the narrow door?
• Is there someone you know who needs help to walk
toward the door?
Encourage Application
10. Refer to Things to Think About in the Study Guide,
page 60. Brainstorm possible answers to question #4:
How can we develop a friendship with people in our
neighborhood who need to know Christ?
Also present question #5: How can we take the
hope of Christ to the world?
11. Ask members to share how today’s study may change
the way they live this week. Allow time for responses,
and then close in prayer.

♦ Close in prayer that our friends, neighbors, and people
everywhere would choose life in Christ, and choose it
now!
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 14: Priority Matters

Lesson Focus
What God values takes precedence over religious
rituals, human ambition, and the agendas of ordinary
life.

Focal Text
Luke 14:1-24

Memory Verse
“Whoever makes himself look more important than he
is will find out how little he is worth. Whoever does
not try to honor himself will be made important.”
(Luke 14:11)

_______________
Prior Preparation
♦ Connect with Life #1: Print several copies of the
Sunday dinner photo to pass around the class. Or enlarge
and display one photo.
♦ Connect with Life #9: Make copies of the handout
(“What Attitudes and Actions…?”) for all members, or
plan to write the questions on the board.

Connect with Life
1. Before class, make copies of the photo below to pass
around the group, or enlarge it once and display on the

board. Write the phrase “Sunday Dinner” on the marker
board. State that in years past, Sunday dinner was the
most important meal of the week. In this photo we see a
typical Sunday dinner of an American family in the
1950s. (If this tradition was not true in your family, get
information from an older member of your church.)
Present details—a time when families gathered,
guests were invited, special dishes were cooked, people
lingered over the meal, etc.
Ask members to describe a favorite family meal
in their family even if it was not in a home but in a
restaurant or picnic in a park.
2. Comment that the events in our lesson today involve
four different groups of people. The teachings Jesus
gave were at a dinner. Jesus compared the Kingdom of
God to a very special banquet, a banquet that is so
important that it should be our life priority. On the
marker board, list the warnings Jesus gave against things
that could lead us away from our top priority—being at
the special banquet in God’s kingdom:
Jesus’ Warnings (Luke 14:1-24)
Don’t be Misled by Religious Rituals
Don’t be Blinded by Selfish Ambitions
Don’t Be Distracted by Busy Lives

Guide the Study
3. Read Luke 14:1-6. State that the event of Jesus’
healing a man on the Sabbath happened while Jesus was
at supper at a lawkeeper’s house.
To explain the Sabbath, call attention to the
sidebar “The Day of Rest” in the Study Guide, page 64.
Ask a member to read it aloud. Refer back to the
Scripture passage, and ask members if they think Jesus
handled well the issue of working on the Sabbath. Ask
them to support their answer with facts from the passage.
Ask: What is the main point Jesus made?
(Possible responses: It is right to do acts of mercy and
kindness on the Sabbath. These acts are of greater
priority than ritual [the law]. People are more important
than tradition or regulation.)
Remind the class that we should not let religious
rituals distract or misdirect our priorities so that we are
led away from the Kingdom of God.
4. To explore the second warning, invite a member to
read Luke 14:7-15. Ask: Has anyone has ever sat in the
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wrong seat on an airplane and been asked by the airline
attendant to move? Or has anyone been invited by the
airline attendant to move to business class or first class?
How would you feel in both situations?
5. Invite the class to look for and suggest the verse that
expresses the main idea of Jesus’ teaching. (verse 11,
today’s Memory Verse)
6. Ask the class if they can think of situations in which
we fail to heed Jesus’ warning today. As members
suggest situations, write responses on the marker board.
(Possibilities: Rushing to be first in line at church
dinners, claiming the table nearest the speaker’s podium
at a banquet, rushing to get the best parking space, sitting
with your close friends and ignoring newcomers at
church socials, including the pastor and important church
leaders in invitations to class socials but excluding
church secretaries, custodians, or nursery workers)
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What attitudes and actions
did Jesus say were important
in the Kingdom of God?
1. To the religious lawkeepers
________________________________________
2. To the guests
________________________________________
3. To the host
________________________________________
4. To the guest who understood the great blessing
of the Lord’s banquet
________________________________________

7. Invite someone to read Luke 14:7-15 while the class
listens for three excuses for not accepting the supper
invitation. Lead members to name the three excuses.
(First, I bought some land and must go see it. Second, I
bought three cows to work my fields and must go try
them out. Third, I’ve just been married and can’t come.)

Encourage Application

8. Point out that busy lives can distract us from the
priority of God’s kingdom. Ask members to consider
these issues regarding the excuses:
• Were they good excuses?
• Which two dealt with economic issues and time
pressure?
• Would a recent wedding be a legitimate excuse? (In
ancient Israel a wedding exempted the groom from
military duty for a year.)
Stress that God’s kingdom requires priority, not
over trivia in our lives, but over our best agendas. Those
who come to God’s banquet and have a seat at God’s
table do not do so because there is nothing else to do. It
is a priority for them!

11. Close with a prayer that we would all be ready for
the kingdom banquet.

9. Review Jesus’ teachings with a fill-in-the-blank
exercise (next column). Prepare the handout before class
or write the exercise on the marker board. (Answers:
1. People are more important than rituals. 2. Humility is
more important than seeking positions of importance.
3. Service is more important than attaining. 4. God’s
priorities are more important than personal concerns.)
Allow time for completion, then ask the class to
reflect on which warning they need to heed this week.

10. Point out that two basic questions arise from the
warnings Jesus gave in Luke 14:
• Will you be present at the heavenly banquet?
• Will you bring anyone with you?

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
♦ Comment that on many occasions, believers get
together with fellow believers for a special meal.
Included in the group are often outsiders—newcomers to
the community, neighbors, friends from work, etc. Invite
members to share occasions when they were invited to a
special dinner at someone’s home. Who served as host
and hostess? Where did people sit around the table? If
children were present, did they eat with the adults?
After a time of sharing, point out that in our
lesson passage Jesus compares the kingdom of God with
a great banquet. Ask the class to tell what they think this
great banquet in the kingdom will be like. (Receive
responses.) Then say that the banquet is so important it
must take priority over all else.

Encourage Application
♦ Refer to Things to Think About in the Study Guide
and discuss as many of the questions as time permits.
Pray that God will reveal any misplaced priorities that
keep us from fully entering into the Kingdom of God.
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 15: Coming to the Party?

Lesson Focus
Jesus’ life and teachings show that we are to celebrate
God’s love and grace for all people.

Focal Text
Luke 15:1-2, 8-32

Memory Verse
“For the Son of Man has come to save that which was
lost.” (Matthew 18:11)

_______________
Prior Preparation
♦ Supplemental Teaching Ideas/Connect with Life:
Prepare the “Lost!” sign by enlarging the sample on
page 35. Cut apart the child’s picture from the sign and
keep the child’s photo hidden until the moment you
present that part of the illustration.

Connect with Life
1. Connect today’s lesson with the two previous lessons
by reminding the class of the question asked earlier: Are
only a few people going to be saved?
Ask members to recall what Jesus’ answer to
this question was. (Only those who respond to God’s
invitation to enter the narrow door—and the door would
not remain open forever.) Explain that the narrow door
signified a total commitment is required—a commitment
that demonstrates a believers’ willingness to renounce
all human effort and depend only on God’s grace.
2. Refer to today’s lesson title and ask: Coming to the
Party? Explain that the party is the world’s biggest party
and one to celebrate God’s love and grace for all people.
Ask the class to brainstorm what would need to happen
to make this party a success. (Responses may include:
Get the word out to people that they are invited, give
clear directions how to get to the party, make sure people
understand what clothing is permissible, let them know
what if anything they need to bring with them, etc.)
3. State that Luke 15 presents three parables of Jesus that
teach grace alone brings a person through the narrow
door to the party of celebration in God’s kingdom. The

parables show God seeks and finds the lost and rejoices
at bringing the lost into His kingdom.

Guide the Study
4. Lead the class to read Luke 15:1-2, the backdrop for
the three parables. Ask: What was the main issue the
religious lawkeepers had with Jesus? (Jesus gave
priority time to sinners.)
What did they not understand? (The outcasts
would be the guests of honor in the kingdom
celebration.) Explain that the Jews used the term
“sinner” to refer to immoral people or people engaged in
occupations they considered unacceptable by the law.
5. The parable of the Lost Sheep (Luke 15:3-7) is not
included in today’s focal text. Briefly relate the parable,
telling what was lost, who was seeking for what was
lost, and how the seeker celebrated when the lost was
found. Relate the parable to God’s desire for the lost to
be found, His unceasing search for them, and His great
joy when they are found. Remind the class that Jesus
said He was the Good Shepherd.
6. Call attention to Luke 15:8-10 by saying it might also
be named “The Parable of the Seeking Woman.” Invite a
member to read the parable aloud.
Ask: What actions of the woman make you think
the lost coin had special value to her? (her efforts to find
the coin; broadcasting the finding to her friends and
neighbors; her desire that they celebrate with her)
Invite members to share incidences of losing
then finding something of value to them. (car keys,
briefcase, wedding ring, Daytimer®, etc.)
Ask: How did you celebrate finding the lost
item? What do the angels of God do when a sinner turns
from his sins? (celebrate, rejoice)
7. Call on a member who reads well to read the story of
the lost son, Luke 15:11-32. After the reading, refer the
class back to verse 11, “There was a man who had two
sons.” State that the story gives an account of two sons,
and both parts help us understand God’s grace offered to
sinners. Guide discussion with these questions:
• Why do you think the father gave his younger son his
part of the family riches and allowed him to leave?
(See 15:12)
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• When the younger son thought about what he had done,
do you think he was truly repentant? (15:17)
• How often do you think the father looked for his son?
(15:20)
• Does the father’s response surprise you? Why or why
not?
• What do you think of the older brother’s response?
What attitudes does he demonstrate?
8. Note these aspects of the story:
• The father went outside to meet the angry, older son, as
he had gone to meet the wayward son (15:28b).
• The father tenderly responded to the elder son, calling
him “my son.” He loved both sons. He expressed
appreciation for the son’s faithfulness and declared
that all he owned belonged to the elder son.
• The father explained the reason for the celebration—
your brother was dead and now he is alive again. The
New English Bible translates verse 32b as “How
could we help celebrating this happy day?”
• The father running to receive his wayward son
illustrates God’s love, joy, and eagerness to receive
sinners who return to Him. The father’s bestowing a
coat, ring, and shoes, and calling for a calf to be
killed highlight his full acceptance of his son and his
son’s repentance. The return of the lost son called for
a feast and a celebration.
• The father’s response to the elder son teaches that
believers must put aside self-righteous feelings
against those who are lost and sinning. We should
join in the welcome to repentant sinners.

Encourage Application
9. Ask members to ponder silently the following: If you
were the older brother in the story, how would you have
felt? Are there individuals (or groups of people) that you
can’t imagine coming into the kingdom of God? How
difficult is it for you to accept a repentant sinner?
10. Point out that we do not know if the older brother
went in and joined the party. The question for us is: Will
we? Who will we bring with us?
11. Close in prayer that we will work diligently to bring
all people to the celebration of God’s love and grace.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
♦ Hold up the “Lost!” sign you have previously enlarged.
Show only the dog’s photo. Ask: Do you have feelings of
sympathy toward the family for their lost puppy? Is the
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puppy suffering? What are his needs? How can we find
the pet and bring him home?
Now ask the class: Consider these feelings, but
imagine that it’s not a lost puppy but…(cover the photo
of the dog with the photo of the child) a lost child. How
does that change the impact of the problem? How much
more critical is the situation when it involves a person?
State that just as we would rejoice when a puppy
is found, our happiness would greatly increase when a
lost child is found. Even more, our Heavenly Father
rejoices when one of His children returns to Him in
repentance and faith—through the narrow door.
In our lesson today we will study three parables
that teach that grace alone brings a lost person through
the narrow door. God seeks and finds the lost and
rejoices at the finding that makes possible the entrance
through the narrow door.

Encourage Application
♦ Ask: Do you spend most of your time with Christians
or non-Christians? (Allow time for responses.)
Comment that Jesus risked criticism and condemnation
because He “receives sinners and eats with them” (Luke
15:2b). Should not we be willing to do the same?
♦ Suggest the class ask God to lay on each heart one
person with whom to build a friendship. Begin praying
for that person to respond to the invitation to join the
celebration party in God’s kingdom.
Thank God for His love and grace,
and ask for His guidance as we seek
the lost and rejoice when they are
found.
Enlarge these items on a copy machine
before using in class, cutting apart the
child’s picture from the sign. First, present
the LOST! sign with the dog’s photo,
following the directions in the teaching
plan. Then overlay the child’s picture to
change the seriousness of the sign. (Note:
Child’s photo is a stock photo and does
not represent an actual missing child.)

LOST!
Please help us find
our precious family member!

If you see her,
please call 555-1212.
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 16: A Fatal Mistake

Lesson Focus
Our relationship with God should motivate us to use
our possessions for God’s priorities—to help the poor
and marginalized in our world.

Focal Text
Luke 16:19-31

Memory Verse
“Do not gather together for yourself riches of this earth.
They will be eaten by bugs and become rusted. Men
can break in and steal them. Gather together riches in
heaven where they will not be eaten by bugs or become
rusted. Men cannot break in and steal them For
wherever your riches are, your heart will be there
also.” (Matthew 6:19-21)

_______________
Prior Preparation
♦ Connect with Life #1: Enlarge the poster (p. 37) on a
copy machine, create your own, or simply write the title
on the marker board.

Connect with Life
1. Display today’s lesson title, “A Fatal Mistake,” on a
marker board or poster. Enlarge the poster on page 37 or
create your own.
Ask: If there was a mistake you might make that
would determine where you would spend eternity, would
you want someone to warn you about it?
Explain that is exactly what Jesus did when He
told the Pharisees the parable of the rich man and
Lazarus. We might wish it were not so, but the parable
shows that those who refuse God’s offer of salvation
will be forever separated from God. God Himself has
established the gulf of separation between heaven and
hell, and it cannot be crossed.
2. The parable in the text for today records the warning
Jesus gave to the Pharisees. It should drive us to share
the good news with people everywhere so that they will
experience the eternal comfort of heaven rather than the
unending torment of hell.

Guide the Study
3. Comment that the rich man who ends up in hell is not
pictured as a terribly sinful person, but he is judged for
being intensely selfish.
Invite a member to read Luke 16:19-21 to the
class. Ask these questions and jot members’ responses
on the marker board:
• What words would describe the rich man?
• What kind of lifestyle did he enjoy?
• What words describe Lazarus?
• What kind of lifestyle did he endure?
Point out that on this earth the rich man had
everything while Lazarus had nothing.
4. Invite another member to read Luke 1:22-26 aloud
while the class listens for how the fortunes of the rich
man and Lazarus are reversed after death. Ask the
members to state the reversals they see. (Examples
below should be included.)
• After death, Lazarus was in Abraham’s arms; the rich
man was in hell.
• Lazarus was well cared for; the rich man was in pain.
• The rich man became a beggar, asking Father Abraham
for help.
• Before death, Lazarus was always near the rich man,
laying by the rich man’s door. After death, a great
chasm separated the rich man and Lazarus.
5. Ask: What was the rich man’s “fatal mistake” that
sent him to hell? (Receive responses from members.)
Point out that the rich man was selfish, indulged
himself, and neglected Lazarus. But the act of caring for
the poor and needy, by itself, does not result in salvation.
Caring for the needy is a natural response of people who
have a new nature because they believe in and follow
Jesus Christ. Having the love of God in their hearts is
what motivates people to care for the poor and needy.
Ask: What conclusion can we draw about the
heart condition of the rich man? (The way the rich man
used his possessions reveals that he did not have the love
of God in his heart.)
6. Read the final part of the parable, Luke 16:27-31. Use
these questions to guide the discussion:
• After realizing the chasm was eternal and not
crossable, for whom did the rich man beg help?
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(Not the poor or downcast, but for his own family)
• According to Abraham, what information did the
brothers already have that would help them enter the
narrow door to God’s kingdom? (the Scriptures)
• What miracle did the rich man beg of Abraham? (to
send Lazarus, as one from the grave, to warn his
brothers)
• What was Abraham’s response? (They will not listen
even if someone is raised from the dead.)
Point out that though Jesus was raised from the
dead, many people still do not believe. They choose the
broad way that leads to destruction rather than the
narrow door that leads to life eternal.

Encourage Application
7. Lead the class in reading today’s Memory Verse
aloud.
Ask: What warning do these verses give to
Christians? What is the danger in possessing wealth?
How can possessing wealth bless others?
8. Ask members to reflect on the following:
• Am I moved by the plight of the poor?
• Do I give to world hunger relief?
• Are there needy people in my city whom I can serve this
week?
For information about world hunger relief:
• Go to www.bgct.org/worldhunger. (Or go to
www.bgct.org and enter “world hunger” in the search
field.)

A

FATAL
Mistake
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9. Close in prayer that we might see the gift of wealth as
a blessing from God to be shared with people who are
less fortunate.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
♦ Ask the class to reflect on these questions:
• What does it mean to be rich?
• Am I rich? If I am rich, how aware am I of poor
people?
• Do I value my riches over God?
State that the parable in today’s Bible passage
depicts two men: A poor man, Lazarus, as a humble,
contrite person who becomes rich in the afterlife; and a
rich man who because of his arrogance and selfish
lifestyle becomes destitute in the afterlife. From the
study we will discover a sobering truth: God rejects any
person who values riches over Him.

Encourage Application
♦ Consider having a class project to help a needy family
or individual in the coming weeks. Discuss how to
determine the needy in the community, what resources
your class has, and an appropriate timeframe for carrying
out the project. Plan so that every member can
participate. Commit your plans to the Lord for His glory.
♦ Close in a prayer of thanks for the opportunity to use
our possessions to bless others.
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 17: Crucified—for Us

Guide the Study

Lesson Focus
Jesus’ crucifixion shows He is truly the Christ of God,
God’s Chosen One, who provides salvation and is
worthy of our full devotion.

Focal Text
Luke 23:1-26, 32-49

Memory Verse
“But God showed His love to us. While we were still
sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8)

_______________
Prior Preparation
♦ Guide the Study #6: Cut apart the six strips of quotes
before class.

Connect with Life
1. Say: Often people can recall in great detail the events
during the last days before the death of a loved one.
Ask members who may have had such an
experience to share some of the memories they hold in
their heart. Call attention to today’s lesson title,
“Crucified—for Us” and say that we remember the
events that happened during the last hours of Jesus’ life
because they reveal His love and who He truly is.

3. Lead the class to read Luke 23:1-16. Guide
discussion, using these questions:
• What were the accusations the Jews made against
Jesus?
• What did the two rulers, Pilate and Herod, say about
Jesus’ guilt?
• What do you think Jesus meant when He said He was
King of the Jews?
• What do Herod’s actions show about the kind of ruler
he was?
• What was Pilate’s offer to the Jews?
4. Invite someone to read aloud Luke 23:17-26 while
members listen for whose voice prevailed, the voice of
Pilate or the voice of the people?
Ask: What does Pilate’s giving in to the people
show about the kind of ruler he was?
5. Referring to verse 25, point out that Pilate let
Barabbas go free. Lead the class to imagine what
Barabbas’ life may have been like after he got his
freedom. Allow volunteers to share their thoughts to
these questions:
• Was he haunted by thoughts that an innocent man died
in his place?
• Was he one of the onlookers at the foot of the cross?
• What would you wish as an outcome for his life?

6. Ask the class to read silently Luke 23:32-43 to see
2. State that after telling the parable of the rich man and
what happened as Jesus was hanging on the cross.
Lazarus, Jesus continued to travel toward Jerusalem.
Cut apart the strips (below) before class, which
Along the way He proclaimed the coming of the
feature the words spoken by individuals at the foot of the
kingdom and performed miraculous acts. The ultimate
cross. Distribute the slips, one to each member. Ask each
purpose of Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem—His sacrificial
person to read what is written, and then call on another
death—was drawing near. Jesus entered Jerusalem in
triumph as many
proclaimed belief in Him. “Father, forgive them. They do not know what they are doing.”
Later these same people
“He saved others, Let Him save Himself if He is the Christ, the Chosen One of
shouted for His
God!”
crucifixion. The two
lessons in Unit 5 cover the
“If You are the Christ, save Yourself and us.”
two most significant events
in history—the death and “Are you not afraid of God? You are also guilty and will be punished. We are
the resurrection of Jesus
suffering and we should, because of the wrong we have done. But this Man has
the Christ.

done nothing wrong.”

“Lord, remember me when you come into Your holy nation.”
“For sure, I tell you, today you will be with Me in paradise.”
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member to name the speaker and explain the
circumstance for what was said. Allow the entire class to
participate, as needed.
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Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life

♦ State that among the Jews, crucifixion was considered
the most horrible form of death. It was a shameful death
7. Ask: What does Jesus’ reaction to those around Him
usually reserved for the worst of the worst. Yet our Lord
show about Jesus? (His prayer for those who crucified
was condemned to it. We are called to follow our Lord
Him revealed His love and willingness to accept
even when our journey of faith leads to shame. We can
repentant sinners. His willingness to die on the cross
rejoice for the privilege of sharing the life-changing
showed His dedication to become the Savior of the
world. His response to the criminal showed His ability to message of the cross! Jesus is God’s Chosen One who
died for our sins so we might have eternal life!
save all who come to Him.)
Say: In today’s lesson we will learn what the
crucifixion
teaches us about who Christ is and why the
8. Comment that the New Testament does not recount the
crucifixion
is importance for us today.
process of dying by crucifixion, but rather emphasizes
the sacrifice and redemption achieved for all people.
Encourage Application
Read Luke 23:44-49 to the class while the
members listen to the drama that unfolds in the last hours ♦ Lead members to discuss #4 under Things to Think
of Jesus’ life and as He dies, bearing the sin of all people. About in the Study Guide, page 77.
Invite the class to summarize what is happening,
Ask: Are you ever afraid to stand up for Jesus—
listening for responses which include:
in the workplace, among people of other persuasions,
• It was dark from noon until 3:00 P.M.
with non-believing family members? What have you
learned from Jesus’ willingness to bear the shame of the
• The curtain of the temple was torn in two pieces.
cross that encourages you in your journey of faith?
• Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Father, into Your hands
I give My spirit.”
♦ Close in a prayer of thanks that Jesus is God’s Chosen
• Jesus died.
One, whose death on the cross is sufficient for salvation
• The soldier said, “For sure, He was a good man.
for all who believe.
• People went away beating their chests.
• Friends and women stood watching.

Encourage Application
9. Ask: Why is the crucifixion important for us today?
(Receive responses.)
Point out that the crucifixion is the sacrificial
price Jesus paid for the sins of all people. It shows that
Jesus is the Christ, the promised Redeemer who provides
salvation for all who believe on Him.
10. Ask: What proper response should we give to
Christ’s love, which He demonstrated when He willingly
died on the cross for our sin? (We should respond with
total commitment and dedication. We show our
commitment by the lives we live and the service we
provide to others. Because Jesus died on the cross for us,
we must live faithfully on the earth for Him.)
11. Lead the class to repeat today’s Memory Verse
together. Close in a prayer of gratitude that Christ was
willing to suffer crucifixion so that all people can
discover forgiveness of sins and eternal life.
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 18: Resurrected—for Us

Lesson Focus
Jesus’ resurrection shows He is truly the Christ of God,
the fulfillment of God’s promises in Scripture.

Focal Text
Luke 24:1-10, 33-39, 44-48

Memory Verse
“It must be preached that men must be sorry for their
sins and turn from them. Then they will be forgiven.
This must be preached in His name to all nations
beginning in Jerusalem. You are to tell what you have
seen.” (Luke 24:1-10, 33-39, 44-48)

____________________
Connect with Life
1. Tell this true story: On Easter Sunday 1977, Pastor
Nguyen van Hue began his message to some fearful
worshipers in Vietnam like this:
Today if visitors go to Moscow, they will see a
big tomb in Red Square. It is the tomb of V. I. Lenin. On
the wall they will see a sentence, “This is the greatest
leader of the world, the Savior of new humanity.”
Today if visitors go to Hanoi, they will also see
a big tomb. It is the tomb of President Ho Chi Minh. On
the wall they will see a golden sentence of Uncle Ho
himself, “There is nothing more precious than freedom
and independence.”
But today if visitors go to Jerusalem, they will
see an empty tomb, and outside of it, there’s a board on
which is written a saying of an angel, “Do not be
afraid…He is not here, He is risen, just as He said.
Come and see the place where He lay.”
Then Pastor continued his sermon based on
Revelation 1:17, “Do not be afraid. I am the First and
the Last. I am the Living One, I was dead and behold I
am alive forever and ever!”
2. Explain that Pastor Hue believed in the Living Lord,
and he knew the message of Christ’s resurrection must
be shared with all people. His faith strengthened him
during the five years, seven months, and 15 days he was
imprisoned.

3. We too must share the truth that Jesus was raised from
the dead. In the Scripture passages of today’s lesson we
are assured that the resurrection is a historical fact, that
Jesus was the God-Man who paid the price for the sins
of all humanity, and that those who believe are to live
for Jesus and share His message with the entire world.

Guide the Study
4. State that the entire Bible assures us that the
resurrection is true. Luke 24 records three significant
events that speak to the truth of the resurrection:
—The women at the empty tomb
—Jesus’ appearance on the road to Emmaus
—Jesus’ appearance to the disciples in Jerusalem
In each of these events a witness is given that
Jesus is alive.
5. Before reading today’s Scripture passage, review
Luke 23:50-56, the details of Jesus’ burial.
Ask a member to read the first paragraph in
“Women Witnessed the Resurrection” in the Study
Guide, page 80.
Then call on someone to read aloud
Luke 24:1-10 while the class listens for who were the
first to tell the good news of the resurrection.
6. Ask: What assured the women that Jesus had indeed
been raised from the dead?
—Jesus’ body was not in the tomb.
—Two men (angels) announced that Jesus had risen.
—The angels reminded the women that Jesus said He
would be nailed to a cross and rise after three days.
7. Point out that when the women ran and told the 11
disciples, they did not believe. It seemed like foolish talk
to them.
Ask: If you were one of the 11 disciples, would
you have found the testimony of the women hard to
believe? What witness can we give today to people who
doubt to assure them that Jesus is alive? (Receive
responses, which may include the testimony of your own
life—the joy, peace, strength, assurance, guidance, etc.,
which we receive from the Living Lord. Also, the
witness of Scripture, and the witness of countless
numbers of believers who have lived lives of faith
throughout history.)

The Gospel of Luke • Unit 5: Jesus’ Death and Resurrection • Lesson 18: Resurrected—for Us

8. Remark that the Luke 24:33-39 passage tells about the
witness the disciples gave of the resurrection. Explain
that “they” in verse 33 refers to two followers of Jesus
who were returning to their home, and as they walked
along, were discussing all that had happened in
Jerusalem. Then Jesus joined them on their journey and
explained to them that the Messiah had to suffer. Not
recognizing Jesus, the two disciples invited Him to stay
with them. When He blessed the bread at dinner, their
eyes were opened and they knew it was Jesus. They
believed and returned at once to Jerusalem to report to
the remaining disciples.
9. Ask a member to read the verses aloud. Then ask:
What assured the disciples that Jesus had indeed been
raised from the dead?
—Simon Peter had gone to the tomb and found only the
cloth lying there.
—The two followers of Jesus told of meeting the living
Lord on their way home.
—Jesus Himself stood among them and said, “It is I.
Touch Me and see for yourself.”
10. Ask a member to read aloud Luke 24:44-48 while the
class listens for how Jesus further opened the disciples’
eyes to a new understanding of the Scriptures. Point out
that the entire Bible points to a Messiah who would
suffer and then be raised to new life—the Books of Law,
the Prophets, and the Psalms as well as Jesus’ own
teachings that His mission on earth was fulfilled in the
cross.
11. Guide discussion with these questions:
• What message did Jesus say must be preached?
(repentance and forgiveness of sins)
• In whose name is forgiveness attained? (the name of
Jesus)
• To whom should the message be preached? Beginning
where? (to all nations, beginning right in our own
neighborhood)

Encourage Application
12. State again that Jesus’ resurrection was verified by
many witnesses. Remind the members that their lives are
a continuing witness that Jesus is alive and that His
resurrection power can change lives today.
13. Invite members to share how Jesus’ victory over
death has changed their ideas about death.
Ask: How does Jesus’ resurrection give you
assurance you will know your loved ones in heaven?
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14. Close with a prayer of gratitude that Jesus is alive,
that heaven is real, and that eternal life is a reality right
now.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
♦ Write this question on the marker board:
What is the significance of the resurrection for you?
Call attention to the question and allow a
moment for reflection. Then invite someone to read the
story of Ronnie Hood in the Study Guide introduction,
page 80. Comment that because Jesus lives, we are to
walk in newness of life and serve others in the same love
that Christ showed us.

Encourage Application
♦ Allow members to respond to the question asked in
the previous entry (Supplemental Teaching Ideas/
Connect with Life).
Answers may include some of the following:
—The resurrection proves that Jesus was and is the
Messiah.
—It shows that Jesus was divine as well as human.
—It shows that there is life after death and we will know
each other in heaven.
—It gives us assurance that Jesus’ death fully paid for
our sins.
—It gives us joy and purpose in life to share the good
news of the resurrection with other people.
♦ In closing, refer members to the sidebar in Things to
About This on page 81 in the Study Guide. Lead the
class to read it together. Close with a prayer of gratitude
for the eternal life we enjoy because Jesus is alive.

